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PREFACE. 


It  loay  not  be  generally  known  that  my  father,  the 
late  William  L.  Stone,  Esq.,  commenced  a  history  of 
the  Life  and  Tiubs  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  Bart. 
He  had  employed  several  years  in  collecting  the  ma^ 
terials  for  this  work,  and  had  written  the  first  seveii 
chapters  of  it,  when  death  cut  short  his  labors  in  1844* 
Esteeming  it  a  sacred  duty,  I  have  completed  the 
work ;  and  in  so  doing,  have  endeavored  to  carry  out, 
as  far  as  possible,  his  original  design.  The  result  is 
before  the  reader. 

Perhaps  the  character  of  no  man  prominent  in  our 
colonial  history  has  been  less  understood,  and  less 
fairly  judged,  than  that  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  Bart. 
His  death  occurred  just  on  the  eve  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war ;  and  the  troublous  times  which  fallowed,  and 
the  immediate  removal  of  his  private  papers,  by  his 
son.  Sir  John  Johnson,  into  Canada,  prevented  any 
trustworthy  estimate  either  of  the  man  or  of  his  ser- 
vices. As  a  natural  consequence,  the  innumerable 
wild  and  improbable  traditions  afloat  concerning  him, 
have  been  eagerly  seized  and  believed  as  veritable 
history.  It  was  therefore  evident,  that  until  access 
(j^  wuld  be  had  to  his  papers  and  private  correspondence, 
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it  would  be  impossible  to  prepare  a  faithful  and  accu- 
rate biography  of  him.  After  years  of  search,  my 
father  procured  from  the  Johnson  family  in  Eng- 
land, and  from  various  other  sources,  a  large  portion 
of  Sir  William's  manuscripts,  which,  with  the  collec- 
tion of  the  Johnson  MSS.  presented  to  the  New  York 
State  Library  by  General  John  Tayler  Cooper,  amounts 
to  more  than  seven  thousand  letters  and  documents. 
Although  many  letters  are  evidently  lost,  yet  enough 
remain  to  answer  the  purpose  of  the  present  work ; 
while  the  original  records  of  Indian  treaties  and  con- 
ferences, of  which  nearly  all  are  in  existence,  afford  a 
sure  test  of  the  accuracy  of  their  relation. 

Of  this  large  collection,  I  have  read  and  carefully 
compared  each  letter  and  document ;  and  throughout 
the  work  have  made  abundant  reference  to  authorities, 
in  order  that  whoever  desires  may  avail  himself  of  the 
same  sources  of  information. 

To  Hon.  Jared  Sparks  of  Cambridge,  Hon.  George 
Bancroft  of  New  York,  Francis  Parkman,  Esq.,  of 
Boston,  Professor  Robinson  P.  Dunn  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity, and  Edward  F.  De  Lancey,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  I 
am  indebted  for  counsel  and  material  aid.  My  thanks 
are  also  due  to  Anthony  Lamb,  Esq.,  of  Cambridge, 
Doctor  O'Callaghan  of  Albany,  Dr.  R.  L.  Allen,  Hon. 
Judge  Hay,  and  Daniel  Sheppard,  Esq.  of  Saratoga 
Springs,  for  valuable  suggestions.     Nor  must  I  forget 

to  make  special  mention  of  the  kindness  of  the  Regents 
and  Librarians  of  the  New  York  State  University  and 
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Library,  in  aflFording  me  eveiy  faciUty  for  examining 
the  books  and  original  documents  under  their  control. 
To  Thomas  Simons,  Esq.,  of  Albany,  and  Elnathan 
Judson,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  I  am  truly  grateful  for 
assistance  in  copying  many  pages  of  manuscript. 

In  conclusion  I  may  add,  that  in  the  preparation  of 
this  work,  I  have  made  no  statement,  and  drawn  no 
inference,  that  I  did  not  conscientiously  believe  was 
fully  warranted  by  the  original  authorities  to  which  I 
have  had  immediate  access. 

WILLIAM  L.  STONE. 

Saratoga  Springs^  Janxjuary  1«^.,  1866. 
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190 — Communicates  them  to  the  goyernmeut  of  New  York,  191 — The 
dnke  of  Newcastle's  letter  laid  before  the  council,  192 — Joyful  reception 
of  these  communications  by  the  legislature  and  people,  193 — Inaction 
of  the  parent  government,  196— Expedition  against  Quebec  abandoned, 
108 — ^Actiyity  of  the  French,  199 — Alarm  of  the  North  American  seaports 
on  the  approach  of  D'Anyille's  fleet,  200 — Quarrel  of  Chief  Justice  De 
Lancey  with  Governor  Clinton.  Causes  which  led  to  it,  201 — Governer 
Clinton  arrives  in  Albany  to  meet  the  Six  Nations.  Finds  very  few 
Indians  in  attendance,  202^^Rumors  of  a  French  expedition  against 
Schenectady  communicated  to  Clinton  by  Johnson.  204 — Growing  dis- 
affection of  the  Six  Nations,  205 — The  Jesuits  succeed  in  gaining  over 
acme  of  the  chiefs,  206 — Mr.  CUnton  avails  himself,  in  the  Indian 
department,  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Johnson.  Qualifloations  of  the  latter 
for  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  207 — Mr.  Johnson  exerts  himself 
sacceesfully  in  winning  back  the  friendship  of  the  Confederates.  Pre- 
vails upon  them  to  attend  the  council,  208 — Is  adopted  by  the  Mohawks, 
and  invested  with  the  rank  of  a  war  chief,  '209 — Receives  from  the 
Mohawks  an  Indian  name.  Enters  Albany  at  the  head  of  a  party  of 
Mohawks,  dressed  and  painted  as  a  warrior,  210 — Dr.  Colden  opens  the 
council  with  a  speech,  211 — Reply  of  the  Indians,  213 — An  alliance 
defensive  and  offensive  formod  with  the  Iroquois  Confederacy,  2)6 — 
Astonishing  ignorance  of  Mr.  Clinton  in  relation  to  affairs  in  New  Eng- 
land, 217 — Efforts  of  the  Canadian  governor  to  neutralize  Mr.  Clinton's 
proceedings,  218 — The  Caughnawagas,  instigated  by  the  French,  vainly 
attempt  to  dissuade  the  Six  Nations  from  their  recent  alliance,  219 — 
Impossibility  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy,  from  their  geographical 
position,  remaining  neutral,  219. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

1746. 

The  Canadian  Indians  desolate  the  New  England  frontier,  221 — Number 
Four.  Upper  Ashuelet  and  Bernardstown  attacked,  222 — Command  of 
the  posts  west  of  Hoosick  mountain  confided  to  Captain  Ephraim  Williams, 
224-~yaudreuil  invests  Fort  Massachusetts,  225 — Bravery  of  the  garri- 
son, 226 — Its  capture,  227 — Remarkable  conduat  of  the  Indians,  228 — 
Active  operations  apcainst  Crown  Point  abandoned,  220 — Mr.  Johnson 
directed  to  organize  war  parties  of  Indians  to  harrass  the  French 
Mttlements,  2S0. — The  preparations  of  the  French  for  the  reconquest 
of  Cape  Breton  prove  abortive,  232 — Disasters  to  D'Anville*s  fleet, 
298 — Suicide  of  D'Estournelle.  234— Governor  Clinton  returns  to  New 
York.  Dissatisfaction  with  the  Indian  commissioners.  The  manage- 
.ment  of   the    Indian  department  devolves  chiefly  ugon  Mr.  JohAson, 
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2B6— Trouble  between  GoTemor  Clinton  and  his  assembly,  286— Henvj 
Holland,  by  order  of  Colonel  Roberts,  breaks  open  th6  public  store  houses 
in  Albany,  238 — The  assembly  urged  to  their  opposition  of  the  gOTemor 
by  De  Lanoey,  240 — lloUand  declared  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  241 
— Reriew  of  Holland's  conduct,  242 — The  Schuylers  take  offence  at  the 
growing  influence  of  Johnson,  248 — Johnson  becomes  contractor  for 
supplying  the  Oswego  garrison.  First  step  taken  toward  the  establish- 
ment of  KiBgi,  BOW  Columbia  college,  245— Mr.  De  Lanoey  makes 
another  demonstration  against  his  riyal.  Dr.  Golden,  246 — Johnson  pays 
a  visit  to  QoTemor  Glinion  in  the  autumn.  Receives  from  the  governor 
the  rank  ofcolond.  Is  recommended  by  Clintou«  through  the  duke  of 
Newcastle,  to  his  majesty's  favor,  247 — The  operations  of  the  New  £ng- 
landers  in  Nova  Scotia  end  disastrously.  Inactivity  of  the  enemy  daring 
the  winter,  248. 

CHAPTER  VII. 

1747. 

Shirley  conceives  the  project  of  a  descent  upon  Crown  Point,  249 — New 
York  deems  the  plan  impracticable,  260 — Active  correspondence  between 
Clinton  and  Johnson  in  relation  to  the  Indian  service,  251 — ^Exertions  of 
Colonel  Johnson,  254 — Letter  from  Colonel  Johnson  to  Governor  Clinton, 
255— ^Enumeration  of  scalps  taken  from  the  enemy,  257 — Attack  on 
Charlestown,  N.  H.,  258 — Raising  of  the  seige,  260 — Rebuilding  of  Fort 
Massachusetts,  261 — Clinton  again  involved  in  controversies  with  his 
legislature,  262-^Letter  from  Clinton  to  Johnson  regarding  the  disloyalty 
of  some  Albanians,  266 — Mutiny  of  the  levies  at  Saratoga,  267— Report 
of  the  committee,  charged  with  the  preparation  of  an  address  to  the 
governor,  273 — The  attention  of  the  assembly  called  to  the  dinaffeotion 
among  the  northern  levies.  Reply  of  the  house,  274 — Movements  of 
,Sir  Peter  Warren.  Appointed  second  in  command  under  M.  Anson,  275 
— Is  promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear  admiral  of  the  white,  277 — Meets 
with  great  success  in  his  cruizes,  and  is  returned  to  parliament,  278. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 
1747. 

Military  affairs  in  the  ^orth  in  a  deplorable  condition.  Desertion  of  ths 
troops.  Murders  by  the  enemy,  279 — Captain  Chew  defeated  near 
Lake  Champlain  by  M.  Lacose,  and  taken  prisoner.  Schuyler  marches 
to  repel  the  invaders,  280 — The  Six  Nations  complain  to  Schuyler.  Clin- 
ton coneerts  measures  with  Sishnyler  for  relieving  Oswego.  Governor 
Shirley  meditates  an  attack  upon  Crown  Point,  281 — Clinton  lays  Shir- 
ley's plan  before  the  assembly,  282 — ^Is  received  coldly,  288 — Activity  of 
the  enemy.  Saratoga  surrendered.  Johnson  writes  to  Clinton,  284 — He 
demands  a  guard  to  escort  the  stores  to  Oswego,  286 — The  assembly 
reftise  to  allow  them,  287 — ^Letter  from  Clinton  to  Johnson,  288— High 
estimation  in  which  Johnson  was  held  by  Clinton.  Cause  of  Johnson's 
jealousy  toward  Lydius,  291 — Johnson  returns  from  an  expedition  against 
Crown  Point.  The  fort  at  Saratoga  in  danger  of  being  evacuated  through 
want  of  provisions,  292 — More  trouble  between  Clinton  and  the  assem- 
bly, 298----Colonel  Roberts  directed  to  send  three  companies  to  Saratoga, 
294r— Colonel  Johnson  visits  New  York  to  consult  with  the  governor 
respecting  tho  condition  of  the  colony.  His  advice,  295 — Clinton  and 
Shirley  still  cling  to  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point.  The  former 
Sfliin  impwiln  to  his  legislature  and  dwells  upon  the  views  of  Johnson, 
2d6«-^%#  assembly  respond  coldly,  299 — The  assembly  in  secret  sitting 
attack  CoUmel  Johnson.  Reasons  for  this  attack,  301 — Clinton  charges 
the  hoass  with  falsehood,  and  adverts  to  the  services  of  Johnson  in 
terms  of  high  praise,  805---The  hopes  of  the  colonies  fall  to  the  ground. 
The  dnk*  of  Newoastla  orders  Clinton  and  Shirley  to  desist  from  the 
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intended  expedition,  810 — Trouble  with  James  Parker,  printer  to  the 
assembly,  811 — Clinton  proposes  to  detail  large  bodies  of  the  militia  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  312 — The  assembly  charge  the  governor 
with  inconsistency,  314 — Clinton  again  involved  in  controversies  with 
,  the  assembly  on  the  question  of  prerogative,  816 — He  dissolves  the 
assembly  much  to  its  surprise,  818--Review  of  the  controversy,  320 — 
Difficulty  between  Commodore  Knowles  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  on 
the  subject  of  press  gangs.  Shirley's  house  mobbed,  222 — Order 
restored,  225 — Governor  Clinton  presses  the  command  of  the  northern 
frontier  upon  Colonel  Johnson.  The  latter  is  entrusted  with  the  duty  of 
effecting  a  complete  reorganization  of  the  militia.  All  confidence 
reposed  in  him,  826. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

1748. 

Prominence  of  Johnson  in  the  affairs  of  the  colony — Accepts  the  command 
of  tlie  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers.  Devotes  himself  to  the 
management  of  the  Indian  department.  .  Becomes  favorably  known  to 
the  colonial  and  British  government.  Employs  as  his  housekeeper,  Mol- 
ly Brant,  827. — Beneficial  effects  of  this  Indian  alliance,  828. — New 
assembly  chosen.  The  governor's  opening  speech  conciliatory.  Arent 
Stevens  succeeds  Mr.  Bleeker,  deceased,  as  government  interpreter  to 
the  Indians,  829. — The  dissolution  of  the  old  assembly  produces  a  better 
state  of  feeling  in  the  new  one.  The  answer  of  the  council  to  the 
governor's  speech  moved  by  De  Lancey,  880 — Resolutions  passed  for 
repairing  the  fortifications  along  the  frontiers.  Robert  Charles  appointed 
agent  for  the  colony,  to  reside  in  London  with-  a  salary  of  £200  per  an- 
num, 381 — The  action  of  the  assembly  attributed  to  a  desire  to  supplant 
Clinton  in  the  gubernatorial  chair  by  Sir  Peter  Warren.  Warren  not  a 
party  to  this  intrigue,  882 — Discontent  of  the  Six  Nations.  Alarming 
intelligence  from  Colonel  Johnson  and  Lieutenant  Lindesay  of  Os^vego, 
882 — Colonel  Johnson  directed  by  Clinton  to  make  a  tour  in  the  Indian 
country,  838 — Objects  to  be  attained  by  this  tour,  834 — Johnson  sum- 
mons a  council  of  the  Confederacy  at  Onondaga.  Arrives  at  the  Onon- 
daga castle,  and  meets  with  a  flattering  reception,  335 — Proceedings  of 
Johnson  at  the  council,  886 — Communicates  to  the  Indians,  the  intention 
of  Clinton  to  meet  them  at  Albany,  889 — He  recommends  to  the  governor 
strong  legi^ative  enactments  to  prevent  the  sale  of  rum  to  the  Indiana, 
841 — A  grand  council  of  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany,  long  in  contempla- 
tion by  Clinton  and  Shirley,  841 — Clinton's  efforts  to  second  Shirley's 
plan  for  an  expedition  against  Crown  Point  fruitless,  842 — Complains  to 
the  lords  of  trade  of  the  continued  encroachments  of  the  assembly  upon 
"the  crown.  Lays  before  the  assembly  Colonel  Johnson's  report  of  the 
council  at  Onondaga,  848 — Urges  an  immediate  exchange  of  prisoners. 
The  assembly  recommends  the  sending  of  a  flag  of  truce  to  Canada,  844 — 
Colonel  Beekman  prefers  a  charge  against  the  governor,  344 — Important 
tidings  received  from  Europe,'  845--— Letter  from  Clinton  to  Johnson, 
announcing  that  preliminaries  of  peace  had  been  signed  at  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle,  846— -Clinton,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Colden,  arrives  in  Albany  to 
attend  the  grand  council.  Unprecedented  number  of  Indians  present, 
848 — Proceedings  of  the  council  not  important,  849 — Massacre  at  Sabo- 
neotady.  No  accurate  account  of  it  in  existence,  360 — General  result  of 
the  council  satisfactory,  858 — Heart  rending  tragedy  in  the  town  of 
Hoosick,  854 — The  borders  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  again 
suffer  from  the  enemy,  861 — Narrow  escape  of  Captain  MeMn  and  his 
party,  862 — The  enemy  generally  successful  in  these  border  skirmishes, 
868---Captain  Eph.  Williams  narrowly  escapes  capture,  864 — Serious 
trouble  among  the  troops  stationed  at  Albany  and  along  the  firontiers. 
The  commissioners  refuse  to  execute  the  oraers  of  the  governor,  865— 


CONTENTS.  I  XI 

Complmins  of  this  in  a  letter  to  Colonel  Johnson,  determines  to  reassert 
the  prerogatiye  in  the  strongeat  terms,  by  bringing  the  supply -bill  to  a 
direct  issue,  866— The  assembly  refuse  to  grant  it,  868 — Various  succes- 
ses of  the  English  fleet  in  the  West  Indies,  36& — Definite  treaty  of  peace 
signed  at  Aiz  la  Chapelle.  End  of  the  old  French  war,  370 — The  Con- 
federates demand  the  release  of  their  braves  in  Canada.  Negotiations 
between  Clinton  and  La  Qalissoni^re  in  relation  to  the  exchange,  871—^ 
Embassy  of  M.  Francis  Marie.  Suspicions  of  Johnson,  872 — Mutual 
dissatisfaction  of  all  parties,  878. 

CHAPTER  X. 

1749-1760. 

Johnson  is  entrusted  with  the  transfer  of  the  prisoners.  Success  of  his  nego- 
tiations, 874 — Apprehensions  of  the  Mohawks  artfully  increased  by  Ia 
Galissoni^re.  Johnson  writes  Clinton  upon  the  subject.  Reply  of  the 
goyernor,  875 — Johnson  summons  both  of  the  Mohawk  castles  to  a  con- 
ference. Happy  results,  376^-Trouble  between  the  Indians  and  a  few 
Albany  traders.  Proclamation  of  the  governor  in  regard  to  it,  877 — 
General  exchange  of  priHoners  effected,  877 — Remarkable  energy  of 
Colonel  Johnson,  378— He  thwarts  all  the  plans  of  Galissoni^re  and  his 
priests,  879 — Encroachments  of  the  French  in  Nova  Scotia,  879 — 
Colonel  Johnson  is  appointed  by  the  crown  to  a  seat  in  his  m^estj's 
council  for  the  province  of  New  York,  880 — This  appointment,  thoueh 
unsought,  by  no  means  a  surprise,  881 — Wranglings  between  UkQ 
governor  and  his  assembly  contii^ue.  The  post  at  Oswego  in  danger  of 
being  given  up.  The  assembly  dissolved  and  writs  issued  for  a  new  one, 
882 — The  assembly  allow  Colonel  Johqson  part  of  the  debt  due  him  for 
provisioning  the  Oswego  garrison,  283 — Contemptible  conduct  of  the 
assembly  toward  Johnson.  Falsely  charges  him  with  peculation,  884 — 
Resignation  of  Joiinson  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.  The  step 
not  entirely  unexpected  by  Clinton,  885. 

CHAPTER  XI. 

1750-1751. 

The  pea4Se  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  received  by  the  colonies  with  strong  feelings 
of  dissatisfaction,  886-- Proves  to  be  a  peace  only  in  name.  Boundaries 
between  the  English  and  French  possessions  left  undetermined,  887 — The 
French  occupy  the  valley  of  the  Ohio.  La  Presentation  founded  by  Rev. 
Abb^  Piquet,  888— Sagacity  of  Picquet.  La  Presentation  destroyed  by 
Gage  in  1757,  889 — Jean  Coeur,  a  French  emissary,  stirs  up  the  Six  Na- 
tions against  the  Catawbas.  Johnson  advises  Clinton  of  the  fact,  890 — 
Clinton  acting  upon  the  suggestions  of  Johnson,  summons  the  Confed- 
eracy to  meet  the  Catawbas  in  Albany.  Determines  to  have  the  ends  of 
the  council  take  a  wider  scope,  and  asks  the  different  colonial  governoris 
to  send  delegates,  891 — Johnson  informs  the  Mohawks  of  the  governor's 
intentions.  The  inritation  of  Thomas  Lee  of  Virginia  declined  by  the  Six 
Nations,  892 — Commissioners  present  at  the  council,  898 — The  Six 
Nations  are  grieved  at  the  resi|<nation  of  Colonel  Johnson.  They 
despatch  a  fleet  runner  f6r  him,  894 — Johnson  arrives  in  Albany  to 
attend  the  council.  *  Is  requested  by  Clinton  to  continue  in  the  charge  of 
the  Indian  department,  but  peremptorialy  declines,  895 — Is  willing  to 
render  every  assistance  in  an  individual  capacity,  896 — Johnson  takes 
the  oaths  of  office  as  a  councillor.  Clinton  ope.is  the  council,  896— 
Reply  of  the  Confederates.  Address  of  Mr.  Bull,  commissioner  from 
South  Carolinia,  897— Speech  of  the  Catawba  king  to  the  Six  Nations, 
898 — Treaty  between 'the  Six  Nations  and  the  Catawbas  concluded,  400 — 
Clinton  lays  before  his  council  letters  ftrom  Colonel  Johnson  and  Captain 
Stoddard  of  a  startling  nature.  Designs  of  the  French  upon  Oswego, 
402 — Col  JobBfon  sent  down  to  the  house  by  the  council  to  demand  oer- 
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tola  Toaohers.  They  mre  refused,  408 — Churlish  treatment  of  the 
govemor  by  the  house,  404 — Master  stroke  of  policy  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Clinton,  405 — The  French  plan  farther  encroachments  upon  ihe  territory 
of  New  York.  Meditate  the  eatablishment  of  a  missionary  and  military 
post  at  Oswego.  The  design  frustrated  by  Johnson.  The  council  grant 
'  bim  Onondaga  lake  with  the  land  around  it  for  two  miles  in  width. 
Otherwise  than  this  bis  debt  from  the  colony  never  paid,  406. 

CHAPTER  XII. 
1762-1758, 

Dawning  of  a  new  era  in  American  literature,  407 — Johnson  indulges  in 
literary  pursuits,  and  sends  to  London  for  books,  408 — Takes  special 
interest  in  the  intellectual  culture  of  the  Mohawk  children.  Becomes  a 
prominent  patron  of  the  mission  school  at  8tockbridge,  409 — Places 
Joseph  Brant  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Eleazer  Wheelook  at  Lebanon  Ct., 
410--Clo8ing  years  of  Sir  Peter  Warren.  His  death  announced  to  John- 
ton  in  a  letter  Arom  his  brother  Warren  Johnson,  411 — William  Smith 
appointed  to  the  seat  at  the  council  board,  left  y&cant  by  Sir  Peter  War- 
ren's decease,  412 — Principal  features  of  the  new  assembly,  418 — Clin- 
•  ton  consults  Colonel  Johnson  in  the  appointment  of  a  new  board  of 
Indian  commissioners,  414 — Fees  of  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  415— He 
eeases  his  opposition  to  the  goYemor,  416^Diffioulty  in  collecting  the 
Oswego  duties  -John  De  Peyster  and  Peter  Schuyler  Jr.  charged  with 
peculation.  Johnson  requested  to  sift  the  matter,  416 — Makes  his 
report,  417 — Hostile  Indians  still  hoTer  along  the  northern  frontier,  A 
party  of  St.  Francis  Indians  surprise  and  capture  John  Stark,  afr^r- 
irard  the  hero  of  Bennington,  418 — Clinton's  opening  message  to  the 
assembly,  418 — French  again  active,  419 — Johnson  apprised  of  the  m^ye- 
ments  of  the  enemy.  Alarm  of  the  Six  Nations,  ^0 — Indian  affairs 
'sadly  neglected  since  the  resignation  of  Johnson.  King  Hendrik  yisits 
Clinton  in  New  York.  Complains  bitterly  of  the  frauds  to  which  the 
Indians  were  subjected  in  the  sale  of  their  lands,  421 — Reply  of  the 
goyernor.  Disgust  of  Hendrik,  422 — The  general  assembly  request 
Clinton  to  send  Johnson  to  Onondaga  to  pacify  the  Six   Nations,  424 — 

(  Johnson  summons  the  Mohawks  to  Mount  Johnson,  425 — Sets  out  on  his 
mission,  426-^onference  at  Onondaga  attended  with  happy  results,  427 — 
'  Arriyal  of  Sir  Danyers  Osborne  aa  the  successor  of  Qoyernor  Clinton, 
428-— Strange  conduct  of  the  new  governor.  He  commits  suicide. .  Sus- 
picions of  foul  play  clearly  without  foundation,  429 — Mr.  De  Lancey 
takes  the  reins  of  government,  430 — His  opening  message  to  the  assem- 
bly, 481 — Change  in  the  administration  productive  of  one  good  result, 
488^Death  of  Goternor  Clinton.     His  character,  434. . 

CHAPTER  Xni. 

1753-1754. 

Period  reached  when  the  active  public  life  of  Colonel  Johnson  begins, 
486— Claims  of  England  and  France  to  the  Oh^o  valley,  436 — Formation 
of  the  Ohio  company,  437 — Christopher  Gist  sent  to  explore  the  country. 
Commissioners  treat  at  Logstowa  with  the  Mingoes  and  Shawanese,  438 — 
Th^  French  call  to  their  aid  the  spiritual  arm,  489 — La  Jonqu^re  seizes 
the  English  traders.  George  Washington  sent  by  Governor  Dinwiddio 
to  remonstrate  with  the  French  commander,  440 — His  reception  by  St. 
Pierre,  441 — Mr.  De  Lancey  informs  the  assembly  of  the  encroachments 
of  the  French,  441 — Niggardly  spirit  of  the  assembly,  442 — The  lieuten- 
ant governor  answers  the  quibbles  of  the  assembly  and  prorogues  that 
body,  444 — Virginia  raises  a  regiment  of  six  hundred  men,  445 — Wash- 
ington with  his  troops  reaches  Will's  creek,  446 — The  fort  at  the  Monon- 
ga^ela  captured  by  Contreoceor,  who  names  it  Du  Quesne,  447 — Washing- 
ton is  put  on  his  guard  by  the  half   king,  447-i-Defeat8  De  Jummvill^. 
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Boilde  a  fort  at  the  Great  Meadows  which  he  called  Fort  Neceeaitj, 
Surrendere  Fort  Necessity  to  De  Yilliers.     The  French  left  in  undisputed 
possession  of  the  basin  of  the  Ohio,  440. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

1754. 

Congress  of  commissioners  assemble  at  Albany.  Ite  object,  450 — Colo&ies 
represented.  Backwardness  of  the  Sir  Nations  in  arriTing.  Jealousy 
of  the  Indian  comraissiouers  toward  Johnson,  451 — True  oauee  of  the 
reluctance  of  the  Indians  to  attend  the  council.  Lieutenant  Governor 
De  Lancev  called  to  the  chair,  452 — Opening  speech  of  De  Lancey  to  the 
Indians,  453 — King  Hendrik  replies,  454 — The  yenerable  Mohawk  braie 
utters  a  scathing  phillipic,  456— Speech  of  his  brother  Abraham. 
Desires  that  Colonel  Johnson  may  be  reinstated.  Biting  irony  of  his 
speech,  456 — ^Johnson  prepares  an  answer, .  which  is  deliTcred  by  the 
lieutenant  goyemor,  457— Johnson,  at  the  request  of  the  commissioners, 
submits  a  paper  on  the  management  of  the  Sir  Nations,  458 — Measures 
urged  by  him,  450 — Origin  of  the  Wyoming  lands,  4G0 — The  Con- 
necticut delegates  purchase  the  lands  of  the  Sir  Nations.  Extent  of  the 
land  thus  purchased,  464 — Plan  of  a  eeneral  federal  union  taken  into 
consideration,  465 — Plan  not  adopted.  Why  it  was  not,  466— Satage 
hordes  let  loose  upon  the  whole  frontier.  The  storm  bursts  with  all  its 
fury,  467 — Dutch  Hoosio  burned  by  Schaghticoke  Indians.  Vigorous 
measures  of  Shirley,  468 — Captain  Ephraim  Williams  giren  a  command 
with  the  rank  of  msjor.  De  Lancey  Ties  with  Shirley  in  efficient  pre- 
parations for  defence,  469 — The  French  meditate  a  descent  upoi|  the 
lower  settlements.  Johnson  places  the  militia  in  a  condition  for  effioteut 
sendee.  Difficulties  between  the  militia  and  regulars  at  i9ohenectaihr, 
470 — De  Lancey  announces  to  the  general  assembly  the  defeat  of  Wash- 
ington at  the  Great  Meadows,  47lA-Want  of  harmony  in  the  assembly, 
472 — Ori^  of  the  fiinous  college  controversy,  472 — The  church  party 
writhe  under  the  lash  of  William  Livingstone,  474 — Charter  of  the  col- 
lege granted  by  Lieutenant  Goyernor  De  Lancey.  He  and  Johnson 
bMoine  warm  friends,  475 — Rct.  Mr.  Barclay  resigns  his  post  among 
the  Mohawks  for  the  rectorate  of  Trinity  Church,  476^— A  fort  on  the 
Hudson  riyer  above  Albany  ordered  to  be  built,  477 — End  of  the  coUege 
contioTer^,  478. 

CHAPTER  XV. 

1755. 

Vaeeillating  eoorse  of  the  Newcastle  ministry.  Edward  Braddock  sent  to 
America  with  two  reginvsnta,  479— ^Dieskau  and  VaudreuU  arrive  at 
Quebeo.  Surrender  of  two  French  men-of-war.  General  assembly  again 
convened,  480— Johnson  arrives  in  New  York  to  take  his  seat  at  the 
connoil  board.  Delivers  to  the  lieutenant  governor  a  letter  from  the 
Mohawks,  481— Shirley  again  agitates  the  question  of  a  descent  on 
Crown  Point.  Thomas  Pownal  sent  as  commissioner  to  New  York. 
Meets  with  a  cold  reception,  482 — Braddock  calls  a  conference  at  Alex- 
andria. Four  separate  expeditions  against  the  French  planned,  483— 
Johnson  receives  the  command  of  one  of  them,  with  the  rank  of   msjor 

5eneral.  Form  of  his  commission.  Receives  also  the  appointment  of 
ndian  affairs,  484 — Summons  the  Confederacy  to  a  grand  council  at 
Mount  Johnson.  Informs  the  Indians  of  the  arrival  of  General  Brad- 
dock, 486^The  Confederacy,  through  Hendrik,  express  great  satisfae- 
Uon  at  his  being**  again  raised  up,'*  486— Johnson,  by  a  stirring  speeohy 
persuades  them  to  take  up.  arms  in  fkvor  of  the  Enelish,  48S— SnirlMr 
hastens  to  Boston  to  prepare  for  the  expedition  under  his  oommaad, 
489— The  assembly  of  New  York,  urged  by  De  Lancey,  enter  irith  alae- 
rity  into  the  work  of  raising  troops  for  Mi^or  General  Johnson,  490— 
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Oonqnest  of  Aoadift,  491— Ohaimote  of  tho  AMdiftBs,  492— Brotali^  of 

O^neral  Monckton,  493 — Cruel  fate  of  the  Aeadiant,  494— Expedition  of 
Braddock,  494^Hii  defeat,  496 — The  half  king  at  the  solioitotion  of 
Johnson,  offers  his  serrices  to  Braddock,  and  is  refused,  497— The  French 
preyail  on  seyeral  Indian  tribes  to  take  up  the  hatchet.  Susquebaunas 
and  Catawbas  remain  faithful,  49d^Shirley's  expedition  against  Niagara, 
498-— It  proves  abortiye,  490 — All  eyes  turned  to  the  expedition  under 
Mi^or  Qeneral  Johnson,  600. 

CHAPTER  XVI. 

1766. 

!Fhe  forces  destined  against  Crown  Point  assemble  at  Albany.  General 
Ljman  is  sent  forward  witli  iht  greater  part  of  the  troops.  Johnsonl 
delayed  by  the  leaky  condition  of  the  bateaux,  601 — Difficulty  between 
himself  and  Shirley.  Shirley's  conduct^  602 — He  is  piqued  at  the  seem- 
ing neglect  shown  to  his  position,  604— Johnson  heals  the  dissensions 
■own  among  the  Indians  by  Ly dius.  Arrives  at  the  great  carrying 
pl4ce,  accompanied  by  Hendrik  and  Brant,  606 — The  New  England 
troops  bum  to  retrieve  the  disgrace  of  Braddock*s  defeat.  General 
XjBaa  builds  Fort  Edward,  606— Johnson  reaches  Lake  St.  Sacrament,  and 
nftmM  it  Lake  George.  Is  joined  by  Lyman,  607 — His  dissappointment 
at  finding  so  few  of  the  Six  Nations  at  the  lake.  Hendrik  aUribnUs  it  to 
Bliirley,  608-^ohn8on*8  plan  of  operations,  610 — Movements  of  Dieskau. 
A  courier  sent  out  bv  Johnson  killed  by  the  enemy,  611 — A  council  of 
war  called.  Hendrik's  advice,  612*— Dieskau  arranges  an  ambuscade. 
Deaths  of  Hendrik  and  Williams,  618— The  French  fluU  to  take  advant- 
age of  their  first  success.  The  attack  on  Johnson's  camp  begun  by  the 
French  regulars,  614— Dieskau  attempts  to  turn  Johnson's  rfght.  He  fails. 
Desperate  fighting  by  the  ProvindaLi,  616 — Utter  route  of  the  French. 
Dieskau,  seriously  wounded,  is  taken  prisoner.  Last  words  of  Gardeur  St. 
Pierre,  616^General  Johnson  receives  a  severe  wound  ahd  is  forced  to  re- 
tire to  his  tent.  Captain  Maginnis  defeats  the  remnants  of  the  French  army 
at  Bocky  Brook,  617 — X^osses  of  the  English  and  French.  Singular  histori- 
cal fact,  not  generally  known,  617 — Johnson  ftends  circular  letters  to 
the  colonial  governors.  His  treatment  of  Shirley  vindicated.  The 
Indians  return  home,  61S— Buildins  of  Fort  William  Henrr.  Want  of 
alacrity  shown  by  the  New  England  troops,  619 — Efforts  ci  Jolmton  to 
allay  all  jealousy,  620 — Favorable  opinion  of  Johnson  by  a  New  England 
officer.  Scouting  parties,  under  Rogers,  annoy  the  enemy  in  the 
vicinity  of  Crown  Point.  Johnson  disbands  his  army  and  returns  to 
Moiuit  Johnson,  621 — He  is  severely  eensured.  Review  of  his  conduct, 
621— Manuscript  letters  now  first  bronght  to  light,  aflbrd  a  complete 
vindication  of  his  conduct,  628— He  is  created  a  Baronet  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  recoives  the  thanks  of  parliament.  Is  greeted  with  an  illumi- 
nation and  a  triumphal  prooosMon  by  the  citisouB  of  New  York,  626 — 
Summing  np  of  the  reenlta  of  the  battle  of  Lak«  George,  626. 

CHAPTER  XVII. 

1766-1766. 

Sir  Chariea  Qvrdy  arrives  in  New  Tork  as  the  suooossor  of  Sir  Danvers 
Osborne.  His  nrst  message  to  the  assembly,  630 — Good  feeling  between 
the  new  governor  and  his  legislature,  681 — Hardy  appoints  a  day 
of  thanlugiving,  and  sets  ooi  lor  Albany  to  hasten  the  departure  of  the 
laviea  682 — ^Accomplishes  little  by  the  visit.  Announces  to  the  assembly 
Johnson's  victory  over  Dieskau.  Demands  the  settlement  of  a  perma- 
msnt  revenue  on  a  solid  Ikmndation.  The  'assembW  allude  especially  to 
the  advantage  gained  by  Johnson,  683 — Governor  Hardy's  demand  for  a 
ptrmansnt  support  met  with  quiet  indifferenoe,  684— The  Si.  ^ancis 
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ladiuiB  rwramt  ihtir  inonnionB  in  th«  N«w  Haapthire  border,  585— 
Shirl^,  now  commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  in  America,  arrires  in 
New  York  and  aammens  a  grand  eongrees  of  oolomial  goTernors,  686— 
Lays  before  it  his  plan  for  the  next  year's  campaign,  which  meets  with 
tha  general  approral  of  the  congress,  5S7«^The  assembly  of  New  York 
look  coldly  upon  the  proposed  expedition  against  Ticonderoga,  and 
Shirley,  in  disgust,  returns  to  Boston,  688— Tart  correspondence  between 
Johnson  and  Shirley,  688— The  latter  yields  the  point,  689 — Johnson  is 
appointed  by  the  crown,  '*  sols  supkbihtbndent  or  ths  ArrAiKs  or  thb 
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THE  LIFE  AND  TIMES 


OT 


SIR  WILLIAM  JOHNSOK.  BART. 


*^  m 


CHAPTER  1. 

1534  —  1741. 

The  annalist  is  the  nairsctor  of  events  in  exact  order  of  chap. 
time:  the  biographer  is  a  relator,  not  of  the  history  of  ^— v* 
nations,  but  of  the  actions  of  particular  persons :  the 
office  of  the  historian  is  to  digest  and  record  facts*  and 
events  in  a  narrative  style,  but  of  yet  greater  security  and 
dignity.  Such,  at  least,  should  be  the  office  of  the  writer 
who  aspires  to  the  more  elevated  walks  of  history.  It  is 
not  intended  that  the  present  work  shall  be  confined  within 
the  limits  of  either  of  the  preceding  definitions ;  but  rather  * 
that  it  shall  to  an  humble  extent,  combine  the  characteristlef  •  • 
of  all.  "Were  it  strictly  biographical,,  it  would  be  in  orfliflr 
to  introduce  the  principal  personage  concerning  whom  it 
is  written,  upon  the  stage  of  action  in  his  own  proper  per*  ^.i 

son,  at  the  outset.  But,  as  the  life  of  Sir  William  Johlip  f  i 
son  was,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  idtotified  with  the 
Indian  history  of  the  coloily  of  New  York,  it  seems  to  be 
necessary^  ia  order  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the  rela- 
tions subsisting  between  the  English  and  the  Six  Natiolis, 
at  the  time  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  head  of  the 
Indian  Department, —  and  in  order,  also,  that  the  diffionl- 
tieehe  was  required,  to  surmount  may  be  adequately  •f^pi.  ^  • 
preciated, — to  give  a  sumn^aiy  review  of  tiie  i^trieu^^      » 
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ci^.  and  curiously  interblpnded  Mstpiy  of  the  Iroquois  Con-- 

wy— /  federacy,  as  connected  with  the  Jlnglish  and  French  colo- 

*  nies,  from  the  time  of  the  Dutch  conquest,  and  the  cession 

of  the  colony  to  the  Duke  of  York,  down  to  the  year  in 

which  Johnson,  in  his  youth,  established  his  residence  in 

the  valley  of  the  Mohawk. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  French,  from  the  day  of 
their  arrival  in  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  fell  of  their  power 
in  America,  were  generally  more  successftil  in  winning 
the  confidence  and  affections  of  the  Indians  with  whom 
they  came  into  immediate  contact,  than  any  other  Euro- 
pean people,  not  even  excepting  the  Dutch.  Their  traders 
threaded  the  forests,  and  navigated  the  ^  lakes  and  rivers, 
from  the  Gulf  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Delta  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi,—  planting  posts  among  them  at  pleasure,  adopt- 
ing their  habits,  and  intermarrying  with  their  women. 
Their  missionaries  went  forth  unarmed  and  alone,  every- 
where exhibiting  the  most  beautiful  examples  of  patience, 
meekness,  and  self-denial ;  and,  with  rare  exceptions,  gain- 
ing the  confidence  of  even  the  most  savage  hordes  whom 
they  enoOunteped.  Still  there  was  one  exception  to  this 
general  success ;  and  the  time  was  long  after  their  estab- 
lishment in  Canada,  before  they  succeeded  in  making 
any  favorable  impressions  upon  the  Iroquois,  This  delay 
was  probably  owing  to  the  circumstance  that  when  the 
French  first  ascended  the  St.  Lawrence,  they  found  the 
Confederates,  upon  whpm  they  bestowed  that  name,^  at 
war  with  the  Hurons  and  Adirondacks,  or  Algonguins, — 
with  which  lutter  nations  their  first  amicable  relations  were 
established,  and  as  the  allies  of  whom,  under  Champlain, 

1  **IroqaoiB,'*  I  need  #caree\7  remark,  was  not  an  Indian,  but  a  Frenoh 
name.  The  Fire  Katlons  ealled  themselTes  **Aquanu  SMoni,**  or  **  Th€ 
United  People"  Iroquois  is  a  generic  term,  bestowed  by  the  French  on 
tliat  type  of  lan^^ges  of  which  the  Fire  Nations  —  the  Tdsi^aroras,  and, 
M^ally,  the  Wyandots,  spoke  dialects.  The  term,  however,  was  early 
teetricied  to  Uie  two  former ;  and  the  latter,  for  distinotion's  sake,  and 
9wing  ^  striking  events  in  their  history,  were  called  Horons. 
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they  engaged  in  the  contest.    The  conflequencc  of  that  our. 
alliance  was  a  bitter  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  Iroquois  w,^.^ 
toward  the  French,  which  continued  until  after  the  con-  ^^*** 
quest  of  New  York  from  the  Dutch,  in  1664.*    During  leei. 
that  long  period  even  the  artful  Jesuits  &iled  to  make 
any  considerable  impression  upon  them,-r-  especip.Uy  upoix 
the  Mohawks,  at  whose  hands  three  of  their  number  suf- 
fered martyrdom  with  the  spirit  of  a  primitive  apostle.* 
More  than  once,  likewise,  before  and  after  that  date,  the 
Iroquois  Awept  over  the  French  settlements  with  the  torch 
and  tomahawk,,  tracking  their  paths  in  blood,  and  carry- 
ing consternation  even  to  the  gates  of  Quebec^    But  the 
French  and  Adirondacks  having  sncceissively  invaded  the 
country  of  the  Mohawks,  with  a  strong  force,  in  the  spring 
of  1666,  a  peace  was  concluded  in  the  following  year» 
through  the  influence,  in  chief^  of  the  English  colonial 
govemmei^it,  acting  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  the 
Duke  of  York,^ — afterward  King  James  11., — to  whom 
the  colony 'had  been  granted  by  his  brother,  the  second 
Charles,  of  profligate  memory. 

The  first  three  English  governors  of  the  colony,  or 
rather  lieutenants  of  the  Duke  of  York,  viz :  Colonela 
STichoUs,  Lovelace,  and  Mi^or,  afterward  Sir  Edmund 
Andross,  bestowed  but  inconsiderable  attention  upon  the 
Five  Nations,*  not  seeming  to  appreciate  either  the  impor- 

1  Dr.  Oolden'B  Memoir  on  the  Fur  Trade. 

*  Father  Jerques,  Breboenf,  and-  LaUemand.  Vide  Banoroft'a  United 
3iai€$,  ToL  ili,  pp.  185-142. 

'NiehoUs,  the  first  English  goremor,  was  the  commander  of  the  ezpedi- 
tion  to  whom  GoYernor  Stuyresani  capitulated,  August  twenty-seyenth, 
1664.  Francis  LoTelace,  a  colonel,  succeeded  Nicholls  in  1667.  He  was  ft 
man  of  moderation,  under  whom  the  people  lived  Tory  happily  until  the  re- 
•nrrender  of  the  colopy  to  the  Dutch,  which  ended  jiis  administration  in  1678. 
But  on  the  peace  between  the  ^glish  and  the  states  geneval,  in  Februaiy, 
1674,  the  colony  reverted  back  to  England;  and  Major  Andross  (afterward 
Sir  Edmond),  was  appointed  to  the  goyemment ;  the  province  being  rttigned 
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cmm.  tancc  of  thoir  trade,  or  of  their  friendship.^  Still,  the 
wv— '  mortal  hatred  they  had  borne  the  French,  inclined  them 
^***  rather  to  prefer  the  friendship  of  the  English.  But  the 
Duke  of  York,  in  his  alBfection  for  the  Church  of  Home, 
shutting  his  eyes  to  what  unquestionably  should  hare  been 
the  true  policy  of  the  English  toward  the  Indians,  had 
conceired  the  idea  of*  handing  the  Confederates  over  to 
the  Holy  See,  as  converts  to  its  forms,  if  not  ^to  its  faith. 
xe67.  Hence  the  ejfforts  to  mediate  the  peace  between  the  Iro- 
quois and  the  French,  of  1867 ;  which  were  followed  by 
invitations  to  the  Jesuit  missionaries,  from'  the  English, 
to  settle  among,  the  Confederates,  and  by  persuasions  to 
the  latter  to  receive  them.  The  Mohawks  were  either  too 
wise,  or  too  bitter  in  spirit  toward  the  French,  to  listen  to 
the  proposal.  But  not  so  with  the  other  nations  of  the 
alliance ;  and  the  Oneidas,  Onondagas,iCayugas  and  Senei- 
oas  opened  their  arms  to  the  insidious  strangers  in  holy 

garb,  causing  infinite  mischief  in  after  years,,  as  will  appear 

« 

In  the  sequel. 

This  peace  of  1667  continued,  several  years,  during 
which  time  both  the  English  and  French  prosecuted  their 
trad^  with  the  Indians  to  a  great  and  profitable  extent. 
The  French,  especinUy,  evinced  a  degree  of  energy,  and  a 
spirit  of  enterprise,  almost  unexampled  in  the  history  of 
colonisation— planting  their  trading  posts,  under  the  lead 
of  the  adventurous  La  Salle,  at  all  the  commanding  points 
of  the  great  lakes,  and  across  the  country  of  the  Illinois 
to  the  Mississippi;  and  stealings  the  hearty  of  the  Indians 
through  the  arts  of  the  crafty  ministers  of  the  order  of 
Jesufi,  whom  they  sprinkled  among  the  principal  nations 
■  ■    ■     ■   .  .  ■  t  ■   .  I  . 

to  him  in  October  following.  Andfoss  continued  in  the  goTemment  of  New 
York"  until  1682.  In  1686  he  was  appointed  by  King  James  to  the  goyern- 
ment  of  Kew  England,  where  he  displayed  A  tyrannical  disposition.  In 
1088  New  Toilc  was  aimexeA  to  the  jurisdiction  of  New  England. 

>  Smith's  HUiory  9f  Nm  York, 
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over  the  whok  country  of  the  exploration.  By  these  bold  ciur. 
adrances  deep  into  the  interior,  and  the  insidious  wiles  ^^v—* 
which  everywhere  characterized  their  movements,  the 
French  acquired  a  decided  advantage  over  the  English 
colonists  in  the  fur  trade,  which,  it  was  evidently  their 
design  exclusively  to  engross ;  while  the  direct  tendency 
of  the  Duke  of  York's  poMey,  originating  in  blindness 
and  bigotry,  was  to  produce  exactly  the  sarnie  result. 

'  The  error  was  soon  pei^jeived  by  Colonel  Dongan,  who  i6S8. 
arrived  in  the  colony  as  the  successor  of  Major  Andross, 
in  1683.  Though-  his  religitms  faith- was  in  harmony  wifth 
that  of  his  royal  master,  he  nevertheless  possessed  an. ^dl>- 
larged  undewtandmg,  with  a  disposition,  as  a  dvil  governor, 
to  look  more  closely  after  the  interests  of  the  crown  than 
those  of  the-crosier.  .He  had  not  been  long  at  the  head  of 
the  colony,  before  he  perceived  the  mistakes  of  his  prede* 
cessors  in  the  conduct  of  its  Indian  rdations.  In  fighting 
men,  the  Five  !N'ations  at  that  time  numbered  ten  times 
more  than  they  did  half  a  century  afterward  ;^  and  the 
governor  saw  at  once  their  importance  as  a  wall  x»f  sepa^ 
ration  between  the  English  Colonies  and  the  French^  He 
saw,  also,  the  importance  of  their  trade,  which,  the  Jesuit 
priests  were  largely  influential  in  diverting  to  Canada. 
He  saw  Ihat  M.  de  Courcelles  had  erected  a  fort  at  Cada^ 
raqui,  within  the '  territory  of  Ihe  Iroquois,  on  the  north 
side  of  Iiake  Ontario,'  and  that  La  Salle  had  built  a  bark 
of  ten  tons  upon  that  lake,  and  another  of  fifty  upon  Lake 
Erie ;  planting,  also,  a  stockade  at  Niagara.  £[e  saw  that 
the  French  were  intercepting  the  trade  of  the  English 
upon  the  lakes,  and  that  the  priests  had  succeeded  in 


^  Memoir  of  Dr.  Golden,  oonoemmg  ihe  fur  tradoi  preseiited  to  Got.  Bur- 
nett, in  1724. 

*  The  site  of  Kingston,  Canada  WesV 
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WP.  seducing  numbers  of  the  Mohawks  and  river  Indians*  awa^ 
s-v— '  from  their  own  country,  and  planting  their  colonies  upon 
*^'  the  banks  of  the  St  Lawrei^ce,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Montreal,  through  whose  agency  an  illicit  trade  had  been 
established  with  the  city  of  Albany,  by  reason  of  which 
Montreal,  instead  of  Albany,  was  becoming  the  principal 
dqpot  of  the  Indian  tncde.^  .He  saw,  in  a  word,  that  the  sub- 
tle follqwers  pf  Ignatius  Loyola  were  rapidly  alienating 
the  affection^  of  the  Confederates  from,  the  English  and 
txausferring  the;n.  to  the  Freuch,'  ^nd  that  unless  the 
policy  j:eq)ecting  them  was-  changed,  the  influence  of  the 
English  would,  at  no  distant  day,  be  at  an  end  with  them. 
ISor  had  the  priests  confined  theii:  efforts  simply  to  moral 
suasion;  but  as 'though  aiming  to  separate  the  Confede- 
rates from  the  English  at  a  blow^  and  by  a  gulf  so  wide 
arid  de^p  as  to  be  impassable^  they  had  instigated  them  to 
comihit  positive  hostilities  upon  Hiq  frontier  settlemeiits 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia. . 

Haying  made  himself  thouroughly  aoqu^ted  with  these 
flutters,  ColoneLDongan  lost  no  time  in  seeking  to  coun- 
tervail the  influence  of  the  Frenph,  and  to  bring  back  the 
Indis^s  to  a  cordial  understanding  with  Inaown  people. 
Bos  instructions  from  home  were  to  encourage  the  Jesuit 
Qiissionaries.  These  he  npt  only  disregarded,  but  he 
ordered  the  missionaries  away,  and  forbade  the  Five 
iSTations  to  entertain  them.^  It  is  true  this  order  was 
never,  enforced  to  the  letter, —  the  priests,  —  some  of 

I  The  Mahiqkanders,  or  Stookbridge  IndiaxM.  This  tribe*  was  composed 
of  M^hegant,  Kairagansetts,  the  Pftrmiagton  Indians,  and  refVigees  from 
whai  were  oaUed  the  SeTen  Nations  of  Connectieut .  Indians,  who,  fleeing 
before  the  march  of  ci^ilixation  in  New  England,  united  with  the  Schaghti- 
koke  Indians,  and  afterward  settled  together,  as  one  people,  at  Sbock- 
"bridge,  and  subsequently  were  generilly  known  as  the  *<  Rirer  Indians/' 

*  Dr.  Colden's  memorial. 

» Idem. 

4  Smith's  HktQiy  qf  New  Yofh. 


LIPB  07  BUI  VILLUM  JOHNSON,   BART.  15 

them  at  least, — ^maintaining  a  foothold  at  several  points  ciu». 
of  the  Confederacy, — dubious,  at  times,  certainly, — ^but  ^-v-^ 
yet  maintaining  it  for  three-quarters  of  a  century  after- 
ward.   Still,  the  measures  of  conciliation  adopted  by  Col* 
onel  Dongan,  made  a  strong  ai^d  fetvorable  impression  upon 
Ae  Indians. 

Availing,  himself  of  the  difficulty  between  the  Confed- 1684. 
erates  and  Virginia,  consequent  upon  the  outrages  just 
adverted  to  as  having  been  instigated  by  the  priests,  Col- 
onel ITongan  was  instrumental  in  procuring  a  convention 
of  the  Five  Nations,  at  Albany,  in  1684,  to  meet  Lord 
Howard  of  Effingham,  Governor  of  Virginia,  at  which  he 
(Dongan),  Was  likewise  present  Thi^  meeting,  or  council/ 
was  attended  by  the  happiest  recnilts.  The  difficulties 
with  Virginia  were  adjusted  and  a  covenant  made  with 
Lprd  Howard  for  preventing  further  depredations.  *  But 
what  was  of  yet  greater  importance.  Colonel  Pongan 
succeeded  in  completely  gaining  the  affections  of  the 
Indians,  who  conceived  for  him  the  warmest  esteem. 
They  even  asked  that  the  arms  of  the  Duke  of  York 
might  be  put  upon  their  castles ; — a  request  which  it  need 
not  be  said  was  moirt  readily  complied  with,  since  should 
it  afterwards  become  necessary,  the  governor  might  find 
it  convenient  to  construe  it  into  an  act  of  at  least  partial 
submission  to  English  authority,  although  it  has  been 
asserted  that'  the  Indians  themselves  looked  upon  the 
ducal  insignia  as  a  sort  of  charm,  that  might  protect 
them  against  the  French.* 

There  was  likewise'  another  fortunate,  concurrence  of 
events  just  at  that  titne  which  revived  all  the  ancient  ani- 
mosity between  the  Iroquois  and  the  French.  While  the 
conferences  between  Lord  Howard  and  the  Indians  were 

yet  in  progress  a  message  was  received  from  M.  De  la 
■  ■       .       ■  »     ■  ^ 

I  Smith's  Bkiory  €/  JVew  Tori. 

s  Colden's  HUtory  nf  tki  Fk>€  Katiom. 
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c^.  Barre,  the  Governor  of  Canada,  complaining  of  the  con- 
*-v— '  duct  of  the  Senecas  in  prosecuting  hostilities  against  the 
"  Miamies  and  other  western  nations  in  alliance  with  the 
French,  a^id  thus  interrupting  their  trade.  Colonel  Don- 
gan  communicated  the  mess^ge  to  the  Iroquoi^^  chiefe,  wha 
retorted  by  charging,  the  French  with  supplying  their 
enemies  with  all  their  mimitionB  of  war.  '.'Qnontio^ 
calls  us  children/*  said  they,  ^'  and  at  the  same  time  senda 
powder  to  our  enemies  to  kill  us  l"  This  collision  resulted 
in  open  war  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  Frei^ch, — ^the 
latter  sending  to  France  for  powerful  rernforcementa, 
with  the  design  of  an  entire  subjugation  Of  the  former 
in  the  ensuing  year.  Meantime  the  French  Catholics 
continued  to  procure  tetters  firom  the  Duke  of  Ywk  to 
his  lieutenant,  qdmmanding  him  to  lUy  no  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  the  invaders.  But  these  commands  were  again 
disregarded.  Dongan  apprised  liie  Iroquois  of  the  designs 
of  the  French,  not  only  to  march  against  them  with  a 
strong  army,  but  simultaneously  to  bring,  down  upon  them 
the  western  Indians  in  their  interest.  The  English  gov- 
ernor also  promised  to  assist  them  if  necessary. 
1C85.  Thus  by  the  wisdom,  and  the  strong  sense  of  justice,  of 
Colonpl  Dongan,  was .  the  chain  of  firiepdfihip  between 
the  English  and  the  Five  Rations,,  brightened,  and  the 
most  amicable  relations  re-established.  Yet  for  the  course 
he  had  taken,  he  fell  under  the  displeasure  of  his  bigoted 
master  on  his  accession  to  the  throne,  in  168|5.' . 

It  is  not,  of  course,  within  the  purpose  of  this  retrospect, 
to  trace  the  progress  of  the  long  and  cruel  wars  that  suc- 
ceeded the  negotiations  between  Colonel  Dongan  and 
I —  ■  ■  ■  ' —    ■  — 

^  The  name  by  which  the  Iroquois  w«re  wont  to  speak  of  the  French 
gOternors  of  Canada. 

s  Colonel  Dongan  -continued  in  the  goremment  of-  the  colony  from  168S 
to  1688.  He  was  highly  respected  as  governor,  being  upright,  discreet  and 
of  accomplished  manners.  He  gave  the  colony  its  first  legislatiTe  assem- 
bly,' and  after  his  return  home  became  Earl  of  Limerick. 
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the  Confed^*ates.     Briefly  it  may  be  said,  iu  respect  to  cha?. 
the  expedition  of  M.  de  la  Barre,  that  it  failed  by  reason  ^-n'W 
of  sickness  in  his  army  at  Cadaraqui,  before  crossing  the  ^^' 
lake*     He  was  succeeded  in  the  government  of  Canada 
by  the   Marquis  Denonville,   who   invaded   the   Seneca 
country  in  168T  with  a  powerful  force ;  gaining,  howeyer,  1687. 
such  a  victory  over  the  Indians,  in  the  Genesee  Valley,  as 
led  to  an  inglorious  retreat.     This  invasion  was  speedily 
reccMnpensed  by  the  Confederates,  who  descended  upon  tiie 
French  settlements  of  the  St.  Lawrence  like  a  tempest  and 
struck  a  blow  of  terrible  vengtence  upon  Montreal  itself. 

New  York,  waa  at  thiq  time,  torn  by  the  intestine  commo- 
tions incident  to  the  revolution  which  drove  the  Stuarts 
from  the  English  throne,  and  ended  the  power  of  the 
Catholics  in  the'  colony.  It  was  a  consequence  of  these 
divisions,  that  the  English  could  afford  the  Indians  no 
assistance .  in  their  invasion  of  Canada,  at  that  time,  else 
that  country  would  then  doubtless  have  been  wrested  from  < 
the  crown  of  France.  But  the  achievements  of  the 
Indiana  were,  nevertheless,  most  important  for  the  colony 
of  New  York,  the  subjugation  of  which  was  at  that  pre- 
cise conjuncture  nieditated  by  France,  anct  a  combined 
expedition  by  land  and  sea,  was  undertaken  for  th^t  pur- 
pose,— Admiral  Caf&iiere  commanding  the  «hips  which 
sailed  fix)m  Rochefort  for  New  York,  and  the  Count  de 
Frontenac,  who-  had  succeeded  Denonville,  being  the 
general  of  the,  land  forces.  On  his  arrival  at  Quebec, 
however,  the  count  beheld  his  province  reduced  to  a  field 
of  devastation,  and  he  was  therefore  constrained  to  aban- 
don the  enterprise.  ( 

Dadng  the  civil  feuds  of  the  revolution,  and  those  tl^^ 
followed  under  the  contested  Leislerian  administration, 
the  In4ian  affiiirs  of  New  York  were  neglected.  Mean- 
time the  New  England  colonies  becoming  involved  in  a 
war  with,  the  iJSastem  Indians,  sent  a  deputation  to  Albany 
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CBM.to  iuvit,e  the  Five  Ifatioos  to  take  up  the  hatchet  in  their 

s-v— '  caiifio ;  but  the  invitation  was  declined. 

1687.  rjy^Q  revohition  which  brought  William  and  Mary  upon 
the  throne  having  been  followed  by  war  between  England 
and  France,  the  colonies  were  of  course  involved  in  the 
conflict ;  whereupon  Count  Frontenac  revived  the  policy 
of  attempting  to  detach  the  Confederates  from  the  English 
interest.  To  this  end,  through  the  -  efforts  of  a  Jesuit 
residing,  among  the  Oneidas,  all  the  Confederates  save  the 
Mohawks  were  induced  to  meet  the  femisftaries  of  the 
French  in  council  at  Onondaga,  At  the  same  time,  with 
a  view  of  making  an  unfavorable  impression  upon'  the 
Mohawks,  as  to  the  power  of  the  English  to  defend  their 
own  settlements  against  the  arms  of  the  French  king, 
a  secret  expedition  was  set  on  foot  against  Schenectady, 
which  resulted  in  a  frightful  massacre  of  the  slumbering 
inhabitants  of  that  devoted  town,  on  the  night  of  the  eightix 

1690.  of  February,  1690.  But  the  Five  Nations  were  neither 
won  to  the  interests  of  the  French  by  the  persuasions,  of 
the  agents  at  Onondaga,  nor  by  the  terrors  of  the  scene 
at  Schenectady.  The  veteran  chief,  Sadekanaghtie,  an 
Onondaga  orator  of  great  eminence  acted  the  skillftil 
diplomatist  at  the  council,  while  the  Mohawks  deeply  sym- 
patihized  with  their  suffering  neighbors  of  Schenectady, 
and  harrassed  the  invaders*  to  good  purpose  on  their 
retreat,— *  sending  their  war  parties  again  into  Canada, 
•even  to  the  attook  once  more  of  the  i&land  of  Montreal. 

It  required,  however,  as  will  often  appear  in  the  present 
work,  the  most  unremitted  attention  of  the  government  to 
maintain  those  close  relations  of  amity  with  the  Five  Na- 
tions which  were  essential  to  the  true  interests  and  safety 
of  the  province.  Their  jealousies  were  far  more  easily 
awakened  than  allayed ;  and  unless  (continually  caressed 
and  propitiated  by  frequent  largesses,  they  became  rest- 
less and  frowning.    Hence,  notwithstanding  the  alacrity 


« 
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with  whioh  the  Mohawks  had  sought  to  aYe^ge  the  mur->  cbap 
ders  of  Schenectady,  in  Febrnaiy,  1690,  the  neglect  they  v-v- 
experienced  during  the  agitations  attending  and  following  ^*^' 
the  foul  judicial  murder  of  Leisler  and  his  son-in-law,  not 
only  disaftected  them  toward  the  English,  but  they  even 
went  so  far  as  to  send  an  embassy  of  peace  to  Count  Froi^- 
tenac.    Meantime,  in  order  to  defeat  this  puri)ose,  Colo- 
nel Sloughter,  who  had  superseded  Leisler  in  the  goyem- 
ment,*  succeeded  in    holding  a  council  with-  the  four  1691. 
nations  of  the  Confederates,  exclusive  of  the  Mohawks, 
which  was  attended  by  happy  results, — the  designs  of 
the  Mohawks,  moved,  probably,   by  a  sudden  impulse, 
being^frustrated,  and  they  themselves  renewing  their  cove- 
nant chain. 

In  order  to  maintain  the  advantages  secured  by  these 
negotiations,  and  keep  in  action  the  hostile  feelings  of  the 
Confederates  against  the  French,  M^or  Peter  Schuyler, 
the  white  man  of  all  others  in  whom  the  Five  Nation^ 
reposed  the  greatest  confidence,  planned  and  executed  his 
bold  irruption  tlirough  Lake  Champlain  into  Canada 
during  the^same  season, —  defeating,  with  his  Tnclians,  De 
Callieres,  governor  of  Montreal,  and  keeping  the  whole 


■*■- 


1  Colonel  SloQghter  was  commiasioned  to  the  goYer^ment  of  New  York 
in  Jannary,  1G89,  but  did  not  arrive  until  the  nineteenth  of  March,  1691. 
The  selection  of  Blonghter  was  not  fortunate.  According  to  Smith,  he  was 
Qiterlj  destitute  of  erer j  quaUfioation  for  goYemment ;  lioentioos  in  his 
morals,  avarieious,  and  base.  Leisler,  who  had  administered  the  govern- 
ment after  a  fiMhion,  since  the  departure  of  Bongan,  intoxicated  with 
power,  reAised  to  surrender  the  government  to  Sloughter,  and  attempted 
to  defmd  the  fort  !n  which  he  had  taken  refuge  against  him.  Finding  it 
expedient,  however,  very  soon  to  abandon  the  fort,  he  WM  arrested,  antfy 
with  his  son-in-law  Milbume,  tried  and  executed  for  treason.  Still,  on 
the  whole,  the  eonduct  of  'Leisler  during  the  revolution  had  been  consi- 
dered patriolio,  and  his  sentence  was  deemed  very  uigust  and  cruel.  In- 
deed, his  enemies  could  not  prevail  upon  Sloughter  to  sign  the  warrant  for 
his  execution,  until,  for  that  purpose,  they  got  him  intoxicated.  It  was  a 
murderoofl  aftair.  Slonghter's  administration  was  short  and  turbnlent. 
He  died  Jaly  twienty-third,  lOUl. 


20  LIFE  OF  SIR  WILLIAM  JOHlfBON,   BART. 

ci^.  Canadian  couiitry  in  constant  alarm  by  frequent  incur* 
v-y— ^sions  of  war-parties  against  the  French  settlements.  Ac- 
*  tive  hostilities  were  likewise  prosecuted  by  the  Confede- 
rates against  the  French  traders,  and  their  posts,  upon 
Lrice  Ontario.  The  celebrated  Onondaga  chief,  Black- 
Kettle,  one  of  the  bravest  and  most  remarkable  warriors 
of  his  race,  was  the  leader  in  that  quarter.  Being  taken 
in  the  same  year,  he  was  put  to  death  by  the^mort  fright- 
ful tormenta. 

On  the  death  of  Sloughter,  Richard  Ingoldsby,  the  cap- 
tain of  an  independent  company,  was  made  president  of 
the  coilncil)  to  the -exclusion  of  Joseph  Dudley,  who,  but 
ibr  his  absence  in  Boston,  would  have  had  the  right  to 
preside,  and  upon  whom  the  government  would  have 
devolved.  But  -although  Dudley  very  soon  returned  to. 
Kew  York,  he  did  not  contest  the  authority  of  Ingoldsby, 
who  administered- the  government  until  the  arrival  of 
Cplonel  Fletcher,  with  a  commission  as  governor,  in  Au- 
1W2.  gnst,  1692.  In  the  preceding  month  of  June,  Ingoldsby 
iSaet  the  Five  Nations  in  council  at  Albany,  on  which  occar 
Aion  they  declared  their  enmity  to  the  French  in  the 
8t(*oiigeflt  possibte  terms.  Their  expressions  of  friendship 
for  the  English  were  also  renewed.  "Brother  Corlaer," 
said  the  sachem,  "  we  are  all  the  subjects  of  one  ^eat 
king  and  queeu;  we  have  one  head,  one  heart,  one  inte- 
rest, and  Are  all  engaged  in  the  same  war."  They  never- 
theless (Condemned  the  English  for  their  inactivity,  "  tell- 
ing  them  that  the  destruction  of  Canada  would  not  make 
one  summer's  work,  against  their  imited  strength,  if 
ingeniously  exerted."* 

•       

.  In  conducting  the  Indian  affairs  of  the  colony,  Colonel' 
Fletcher  took  Major  Schuyler  into  his  couiicils,  and  was 
guided  by  his  opinions.*    No  man  understood  those  affairs 

'  1  Smith's  Biaiory  ofNtw  York, 

spietchei^wasbj  profession  a  soldier,  a  man  of  strong  passions,  and 
inconsiderable  talents ;  very  aotiTO,  and  equally  aTaricious.    His  adminis- 
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better  than  he ;  and  his  influence  over  the  Indiana  was  so  chap. 
great,  that  whatever  Quider,^  as  they  called  him,   either  w^-^ 
recommended  or  disapproved,  had  the  force  of  a  law.  Thia  ^^^* 
power  over  them  was  supported,  as  it  had  been  obtained^ 
by  repeated  ofBices  of  kindness,  and  his  single  bravery  and 
activity  in  the  defence  -of  his  country/'     Through  the 
influence  of    Quider,    therefore,   Oolonel  Fletcher  was 
placed  upon  the  best  footing  with  the  Indians,  by  whom 
was  conferred  upon  him  the  name  of  Cayenguinago,  or 
"The  Great  Swift  Arrow,"  as  a  <5ompliment  for  a  remark^ 
ably  rapid  journey  made  by  him  from  New  York  to 
Schenectady  on  a  sudden  emergency.* 

Despairing,  at  Idngth,  of  accomplishing  a  peace  with  l^®8. 
tlie  Five  J^ations,  Count  Frontenac  dietermined  to  strike 
a  blow  upon  the  Mohawks  in  their  own  country, — whicft 
purpose  tvas  securely  executed  in  the  month  of  February, 
169S.  For  once  this  vigilant  race  of  warriors  were  taken 
by  surprise,  two  Of  their  castles  being  entered  and  cap- 
tured without  much  resistance — the  warriors  of  both  hav- 
ing been  mostly  absentf  at  Schenectady.  On  assailing 
the  third,  or  upper  castle,  however,  the  invaders  met  With 
a  different  reception.  The  warriors  within,  to  the  number 
of  forty,  were  engaged  in  a  war-dance,  preparatory  to 
some  military  expedition  upon  which  they  were  about 

tration  wm  m  enngtiAe  and  sueoessfdl,  the  first  year,  that  he  reeeWed 
large  supplies)  and  a  TOte  bf  special  thanks  from  the  assembly.  H'e  was  a 
bigot,  howsTer,  to  the  Episcopal  form  of  church  goyenunent,  and  labored 
hard  to  encourage  English  churches  and  schools,  and  was  shortly  iuTolTcd 
in  a  Tiolent  controrersy  with  the  assembly,  who  inclined  rather""  to  faTor 
the  Dutcii  churches.  He  Was  also  unpopular  because  of  his  extraragant 
demands  for  money.  He  contiteed  in  the  administration  oC  the  gOTenunent 
until  the  year  1695,  inclusive. 

1  Quider,  the  Iroquois  pronunciation  of  Peter.    Having  no  labials  in 
their  language,  th^  could  not  say  Peter 

^  Smiih*%  ffittory  of  Net»  York,, 

*  ColSiv^'B  Six  NMikfu, 


> 
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c»K  entering ;  and  though  inferior  m  force,  yet  they  yielded 
^.-v-"  ^ot  without  a  struggle,  nor  until  thirty  of  the  assailants 
1698.  j^^^  }yQQn  slain.  About  thr^e  hundred  of  the  Mohawks 
were  taken  prisoners  in  this  invason,  in  respect  to  which 
the  people  of  Schenectady  have  been  charged  with  bad 
conduct.  They  neither  aided  their  neighbors,  nor  even 
apprised  thecu  of  the  approach  of  danger,  although  in- 
formed of  the  fact  in  due  season  themselves.  But  Quider, 
the  fast  friend  of  the  Indians,  took  the^field  at  the  head 
of  the  militia  of  Albany,  irnmediately  on  hearing. of  the 
inyasion,  and  harassed  the  enemy  sharply  during  their 
retreat.  Indeed,  but  for  the  protection  of  a  snow-storm, 
and  the  accidental  resting  of  a  cake  of  ice  upon  the  river, 
forming  a  bridge  for  their  escape,  th^  invaders  would  have 
been,  cut  off. 

The  loss  of  the  Mohawks  by  this  incursion,  added  to 
dissatisfeiction  arising  from  the  many  unfulfilled  promises 
made  to  them  by  the  English,  disheartened  them  so  much 
that,  m  ihe  spring  of  1693,  the  Oneidas  sued  the  French 
for  j)eace^ —  a  purpose  which  was  frustrated  only  by  t^ie 
promptness  pf  Fletcher^s  movements.  A  timely  supply 
of  presents  for  the  Indiaois,  received  from  England,  enabled 
him  to  convene  a  council  of  the  whole  Confederacy  at 
Albany,  in  July,  and  by  a  liberal  distribution  of 'arms  and 
ammunition,  knives,  hatchets,  and  clothing,  they  were 
pacified,  an4,  to  use  their  own  figure  of  speech,  in^de  "to 
roll  and  wallow  in  joy,  by  reason  of  the  great  favor  the 
king  and  queen  had  done  them."  Yet,  a  Jesuit  priest, 
resident  with  the  Oneidas,  named  Milet,  soon  afterward 
succeeded  in  persuading  all  the  nations,  excepting  the 
Mohawksi  to  open  th^ir  ears  to  the  propositions  of  certain 
emissaries  dispatched  upon  the  insidious  errand  to 
Onondftga.v  Bu^  the  demands  of  the  French,  particularly 
for  permission  to  rebuild  th6  fort  at  Cadaraqui,  were 
greater  than  th^  Indians  were  willing  to  concede,  and 
1694.  the  war  was  renewed  in  1694,  during  which  yeipij;  Count 
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Frontcnac  sent  an  expedition  of  three  hundred  mencwA^. 
against  snch  of  the  Five  Nations  as  might  be  found  in  >-v-^ 
the  region  of  the  IS'iagara  peninsula.  Only  a  sinall  num-  ^ 
ber  of  Indians  were  met  with,  some  of  whom  were  killed, 
and  otiiers  made  prisoners.  These  latter  were  taken  to 
Montreal  and  tortured  to  death  by  fire*  The  Five  Nations 
likewiBe,  renewed  their  incursions  into  Canada^,  and  the 
&te  of  their  brethreh  was  avenged  by  a  holocaust^  in 
which  ten  of  their  Indian  captives  were  burnt,  j 
.  In  the  year  1696,  tiie  Count  de  Frontenac  made  a  yet  1696. 
more  formidable  effort  for  the  subjugation  of  the  Five 
Nations.  .To  this  end,  an  army,  consisting-.of  two  battal- 
ions of  regular  troops,  four  battalions  of  militia,  together 
with  the  warriors  of  all  the  Indian  tribes,  under  his  in- 
fluence,  was  assembled,  with  which  the  eouat  ascended 
the  St.  Lawrence  to  Cadaraqui^  and  crossing,  thence  to 
Oswego,  made  ^  descent  upon  the  Onondagas.  But  it 
was  a  bootless  expedition.  The  Indians,. apprised  that  the 
French  were  bringing  several  small  pieces  of  artillery 
agaiiist  them,  before  which  they  knew  tisisy  could  not 
st^d,  set  fire  to  their  principal  towns,  and  retiued  with 
their  women  and  children,  and  their  old  men,  to  their 
wilderness  labyrin£hs.  One  only  of  their  nation  remained 
tp  receive  the  invaders, — ^n  old  man,  whose  head  was 
whitened  with  the  snows  of  a  hundred  winters.  He  re- 
fused to  leave  hi^  lodge,  and  was  put  to  death  by  tenure, — 
dying  as  bravely  as  he  had  lived,  and  laughing  to  scorn 
th<e  efforts  by  his  tormentors  to  wring  a  groan  or  a  murmur 
of  complaint  frcto  his'  bosom.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive 
how  the  officers  of  a  civilized  and  gallant  people,  like  the 
French,  could  havo  permitted  such  a  murder.  One  would 
have  thought  that  in  admiration  of  his  fbrtitude,  his  -pa- 
triotism, and  his  cbtirage,  a  hundred  swords  would  have 
leaped  fipom  tiieir  scabbards  for  the  defence  of  a  venerable 
bravQ  like  him*  But  it  wa«  not  thus;  and  the  death  of 
the  old  sachem  was  the  only  expkiit  n^ch  crowned  the 
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GiiAPi  last  campaign  of  the  Count  de  Frontenac  against  the  in- 

wy— '  domitable  L^oquoia.     Not  a  single  Onondaga  paptive  w^ 

^^^^'  made,  and  their  conquest  was  a  field  of  smouldering  ashes. 

Subsequently,  by  treachery,  thirty-five  Oneidas  were  taken 

prisoners  and  carried  into  Canada ;  but  on  the  retreat  of 

the  army,  the  Onondagas  fell  upon  its  rear  and  cut  off 

■ 

several  bateaux.  Nor  was  this  .all,  the  warriors  of  the  Five 
Nations  renewed  their  incursions,  even  to  the  gates  of 
Montreal,  and  by  tomahawk  and  fire  caused  another  fam- 
ine in  Canada.  On  the  other  hand,  the  scalping  parties 
of  the  French  and  th,e  Indians  in  their  alliance,  hung  upon 
the  skirts  of  the  English  colonies,  infesting  eyen  the  pre- 
cincts of  Albany. 
1697.  The  peace  of  Eyswick,  in,  1697,  put  an  end  to  these  bar- 
barities. The  Earl  of  Bellamont  had  by  that  time  suc- 
ceeded Colonel  Fletcher  in  the  government  of  New  York* 
and  some  difficulties  arose  between  his  lordship  and  the 
French  govemoi^  in  the  negotiations  that  ensued  for  a 
mutual  release  of  prisoners.  *  In  these*  negotiations  the 
earl  claimed  the  Iroquois  as  the  subjects  of,  or  depend- 
ents upon,  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, —  a  claim  ip  which 
Count  Frontenac  was  by  no  means'  inclined  to  acquiesce. 
Pending  these  diplomatic  proceedings,  the'  count  died, 
and  the  exchange  of  prisoners  was  effected  by  the  Indians 

1  Bichard,  Earl  of^  BeUamont^  was  fppointed  goyeriior  of  New  Tork, 
Masaaohasetta,  and  New  &ampahire»  in  May^  1796,  bat  did  aot  arriye  in 
New  York  until  May,  1698.  ',  He  was  appointed  by  King  William  with  a 
speeial  yiew  to  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  American  seas  —  New  York, 
at  that  time,  haying  been  a  commercial  depot  of  the  pirates,  with  whom 
Fletcher,  and  other  officers  in  the  colony,  had  a  good  understanding.  Kidd 
was.  fitted  out  with  a  ship  by  BeUamont,  Robert  Liyingstone  and  others,  in- 
cluding seyeral  English  noblemen.  Turning  pirate  himself,-  Kidd  fras  after- 
ward arrcifted  in  Boston  by  the  Earl,  and  sent  home  for  trial.  The  Earl 
was  a  nobleman  of  polite  manners,  a  great  fayorite  of  King  TJTiUiam,  and 
yery  popular  among  the  people  both  of  New  York  and  Boiton.  He  had 
been  dissipated  in  his  youth,  but  afterward  becamt  peidtent  and  deyoat. 
Ht  died  in  New  York,  la  March,  1701.  > 
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themselves,  without  the  earl's  consent,  leaving  the  dis-Giw- 
puted  point  unsettled.     Still,  the  Five  Nations  declared  v-v—* 
their  continued  attachment  tp  -Corlacr,   and  refused  a  ^ 
residence  at  Onondaga  to  the  Jesuit  mi8sio^ary  Bruyas, 
who  had  acted  as  an  ambassador  in  the  negotiation. 

Nevertheless  the  French  were  fiar  from  relinquishing  1700 
their  designs  of  supplanting  the  English  in  the  affections 
of  the  Iroquois ;  to  which  end  so  many  Jesuit  priests  were 
introduced  among  them  that  in  the  year  1700  an  act  was 
passed  by  the  provincial  assembly  for  putting  to  death  by 
hanging,  every  Popish  priest  coming  voluntarily  within 
the  bounds  of  the  colony. 

In  the  spring  of  1702,  hostilities  were  again  proclaimed  1702. 
by  England  against  France  and  Spain. .  Happily,  however,  . 
the  Five  Nationshad  just  previously  concluded  a  treaty  of 
neutrality  with  the  Canadian  Fr^jnch,  and  the  murderous 
border-forays    incident    to   Indian   hostilities,  were  not 
renewed. 

But  even  the  terrors  of  the  halter  Were  iusufficient  to 
deter  the  Jesuits  from  communicating  with  the  Five  Na- 
tions, nor -were  their  artful  dealings  with  them  persisted 
in  without  partial  effect.  The  indications  were  indeed 
such  in  the  year  1708,  as  in  the  opinion  of  Lord  Cornbury,*  1708. 

1  Edward  Hjde,  Lord  Cornburj,  wa0  the 'son  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon. 
On  the  death  of  Earl  BeUamont,  the  govemment  deyoWed  upon  Mr.  Nan- 
fiui,  the  li^ntenant-gOTemor,  until  the  appointment  of  Lord  Cornborj,  in 
1702.  He  was  a  rery  tyrannical,  base,  and  profligate  man,  and  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  goyemment  of  New  York  bj  King  William,  as  a  reward  far 
hii  desertion  of  Eling  James,  in  whose  armj  he  was  an  officer.  He  was  a 
saTage  bigot  and  an  ungentlemanly  tyrant.  He  imprisoned  aeyeral  cler- 
gymen, who  were  dissenters,  and  robbed  the  Rey.  M.  Hubbard,  of  Jamaioft, 
of  his  house  and  g}ebe.  He  was  wont  to  dress  hii^self  in  women's  clothea, 
and  thus  patrol  the  fort.  His  ayarice  was  insatiable,  and  his  disposition 
that  of  a  sayage.  Becoming  at  length  an  object  of  uniyersal  abhorrence 
and  detestation,  he  was  superseded  by  the  queen  (Anne),  who,  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1708,  appointed  Lord  Loyelace  in  his  place.  He  was  thett  thrown 
into  prisen  by  his  creditMrs,   where  he  remained  until  the  death  of  hlf 

fkther,  when  he  became  Xarl  of  0)»rendon.    H0  died  in  1723, 
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cmp.  then  at  the  head  of  the  colony,  to  require  such  an  appro- 
^^.v—'priation  as  would  enable  him  to  meet  them  in  council, 
"  and  conciliate  them  with  tihe  needftil  presents.  This 
dmely  measure  was  successful.  The  rusty  spots  upon  the 
chain  were  again  rubbed  off;  and  in  the  succeeding  year, 
through  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  Colonel  Schuy- 
ler,—  Quider, — 'the  Tive  Nations  were  engaged  heart- 
ily In  Colonel  Nicholson's  remarkable  though   entirely 

1709.  abortive  expedition  for  the  subjugation  of  Canada, —  an 
expedition  the  organization  of  which  cost  the  colonies,  — 
that  of  New  York  in  particular, —  a  vast  amount  of  money, 
and  the  failure  of  which  caused  deep  and  wide-spread 
mortification . 

1710.  Colonel  Sdhuyler  was  gi*eatly  beloved  by  the  Five  Na- 
tions, and  having  excited  their  expectations  to  a  high 
pitch  of  enthusiasm  in  regard  to  the  projected  conquest 
of  Canada,  he  felt  keenly  the  miserable  failure  of  Nichol- 
son's expedition.  Still,  distinctly  perceiving  the  import- 
ance of  effecting  that  conquest,  and  with  a  view,  proba- 
bly, of  diverting  the  attention  of  the  Indians  from  their 
£sappointment,  he  determined  upon  a  voyage  to  England 
to  represent  the  actuii,l  state  of  the  country,  in  person,  to 
the  parent  government.  •  His  views  were  seconded  by  the 

,  colonial  assembly,  and  he  took  with  him  the  five  Iroquois 
•cldefs  whose  appearance  in  the  British  capital  created  so 
great  a  sensation,  according  to  the  chroniclers  of  those 
days.^  This  visit  was  made  in  1710.  Schuyler  returned 
with  his  chiefs  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year, —  the  lat- 
ter being  highly  ^:*atified  with  their  voyage,  and  their 
reception  by  the  great  queen,  before  whom  they  had 
strongly  seconded  the  arguments  of  Quider  for  the 
speedy  reduction  of  Canada,  as  the  only  effectual  measure 
of  peace  and  security  to  the  northern  English  colonies. 

1711.  In  accordance  with  this  advice,  another  expedition  for 

^  Vido,  one  of  the  numbers  of  Addison's  8ptcUa%r, 
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that  object  was  undertaken  in  the  next  year  — 1711 ;  great  ohaf. 

It 

preparations  being  made  therefor,  l^oth  by  the  parent  gov-  wvw 
eminent  and  the  colonies.  The  French,  aware  of  the  ^*^^^" 
design,  were  equally  active  in  concerting  measures  of  de- 
fence«  The  Indians  in  their  immediate  alliance  were 
induced  to  take  up  the  hatchet,  and  renewed  attempts 
were  made  iqpon  the  fidelity  of  the  Iroquois.  No  percept- 
ible impression  was  made  upon  their  virtue,  however ;  but 
the  expedition  resulted  in  another  sad  miscarriage,  alike 
upon  the  land  and  the  wave,— whereat  the  Confederates 
were  greatly  disheartened,  and  at  length,  under  their  r^ 
peated  disappointments,  they  again  began  to  '^'^  open  their 
ears ''  to  the  insidious  counsels  and  persuasions  of  the 
French.  Indeed,  but  for  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  concluded 
in  the  spring  of  1718^  it  was'  believed  that  the  Senecas,  171s, 
and  perhaps  others  of  their  Confederacy,  would  then  have 
turned  their  arms  upon  the  English.  Yet  one  important 
point  connected  with  the  Indian  relations  of  the  English, 
was  secured  by  this  treaty,  if  no  more.  By  its  provisiona 
the  long  contested  question  of  English  supremacy  over 
the  Fiw  Nations  and  their  territory,  which  in  his  negoti*. 
tions  with  the  Earl  of  Bellamont,  Count  Frontenac  had 
refused  to  recognize,  was  conceded  by  the  French.  The  In- 
dians of  this  Confederacy  had  previously,  under  the  admin- 
istration of>  Colonel  Fletcher,  thrown  themselves  upon  the 
English  for  protection,— ^as  they  likewise  did  again  at'a 
susbequent  period,  for  the  same  object, —  mdking'a  formal 
surrender  of  their  country  to  the  English;  not  as  an  un- 
qualified cession,  however,  but  to  be  held  and  protected 
by  the  crown  for  <A«r  u^e.  In  other  words,  the  Indians 
seem  to  have  supposed  that  they  were  investing  the  Eng- 
lish with  a  sort  of  superior  jurisdiction  over  their  territory, 
reserving  to*  themselves  their  own  distinct  sovereignly  in 
every  other  respect 

Brigadier-General  Hunter,  w:ho  was  appointed  to  th6 
government  of  New  York,  as  the  successor  of  Lord  Love- 
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CBAP.  lace,  was  required  to  take,  no  very  active  part  in  the  In- 
—V—'  dian  affairs  of  the  colony.^  The  peace  of  Utrecht  being 
1718.  followed  by  several  years  of  repose,  the  colonies  were  re- 
lieved from  the  terrible  inflictions  of  Indian  hostilities, — a 
species  of  warfare  the  most  frightfiil  that  can  be  imagined, 
as  well  from  its  certain  as  from  its  uncertain  character, — 
uncertain,  always,  when,  or  where,  the  dreaded  enemy 
might  strike,  and  equally  certain  that  his  path  would  be 
illumined  by  fire,  and  made  red  with  blood.  Meantime 
the  Confederates,  being  likewise  relieved  from  hostilities 
with  the  French,  and  the  Indians  in  their  interest,  again 
directed  their  arms  against  their  ancient  enemies  in  the 
south, — in  the  countries  of  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia,-^ 
among  the  Catawbaa  and  the  Cherokees,  even  to  the  head 
waters  of  liie  Mobile.  The  most  powerful  nation  in  the 
midlands  of  Carolina,  were  the  Tuscaroras,  kindred,  as 
their  speech  testified,  either  of  the  Wyandots,  or  the-rive 
Nations,  or  both.  In  either  case,  their,  language,  having 
no  labials,  bore  so  strong  an  affinity  to  that  of  the  Five 
Nationft,  that  they  were  claimed  by  the  latter  as  relations ; 
and  with  their  own  consult  were  transplanted  to  the  north, 
within  the  bosom  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy.  It  has 
been  asserted  by  a  high  authority,  that  at  a  date  so  recent 
as  the  year  1T08,  the  Tuscaroras  possessed  fifteen  towns, 
and  could  count  twelve  hundred  warriors  as  brave  as  the 
Mohawks.^  This  enumeration  must  have  been  erroneous, 
or  else  th^r  numbers  were  rapidly  diminished  by  pesti- 

^  John,  Lord-LoTelaee,  Bsron  of  Hurley,  appointed  to  supersede  Lord 
Gorsbiury,  entered  upon  the  gOYernment  of  the  colony  on  the  18th  of  De- 
oember,  1708.  He  died  on  the  6th  of  Ma^  in  the  next  year»  of  a  disorder 
contracted  in  crossing  the  ferry  at  his  first  arriyal  in  I^ew  York.  His  lady 
remained  in  New  York  many  years  after  his  death.  On  the  death  of  his 
lordship,  the  government  once  more  dcTolved  upon  Richard  Ingoldsby,  the 
Ueutenant-govemor  of  the  colony,  until  the  lurrival  of  Goremor  Hunter,  in 
lk»  summer  of  1710, 

> Biaoroft*t  jEfif(o/y  o/<A«  UmtedSuiUi,  Tol.  iU. 
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lence  or  war,  or  by  some  other  calamity,  since  at  the  time  chaf. 
of  their  transplantation,  five  years  afterward,  they  were  but  ^— v— ' 

1718 

a  comparatively  feeble  clan.  Yet  they  were  counted  as  a 
nation ;  and  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  was  thenceforward 
called  The  Six  Nations.^ 

General  Hunter  continued  at  the  head  of  the  colonial  1719. 
administration  until  the  summer  of  1719,  when  he  went 
back  to  England  on  leave  of  absence,  as  well  on  account 
of  his  health,  as  to  look  after  his  private  afiairs.  He  inti- 
mated that  he  might  return  to  the  government  again,  but 
did  not.'  The  chief  command  on  his  departure,  devolved 
on  the  Hon.  Peter  Schuyler,  as  the  oldest  member  of  thfe 
council,  but  only  for  a  brief  period.  He  however  held  a 
treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany,  which  was  consi- 
dered satisfactory ;  yet  it  would  have  been  more  so,  had 
his  efforts  to  induce  the  Confederates  to  drive  Joncaire, 

I  The  history  of  the  Tueoarorae^  and  tiie  manner  ov  oaase  of  their  r»- 
moyal  to  the  north,  and  their  inoorporatien  with  the  Iroqaois  Confederacy, 
are  InTolyed  in  doubt.  According  to  some  accottnts,  thej  are  said  to  have 
been  first  conquered  by  the  Five  Nations,  and  then  adopted  among  them 
because  of  disco rered  relationship.  Dr.  dolden  says  they  fled  to  the  l^iye 
Nations,  before  the  arms  of  .the  people  of  Carolina.  Smith  gives  a  still 
different  aceount  of  their  southern  locality,  thus:  *' The  Tusoaroras  pos- 
sessed a  tract  of  land  near  the  sources  of  James  river,  in  Virginia,  whence 
the  encroachments  of  the  English  induced  them  to  remove,  and  settle  near 
the  southeast  end  of  the  Oneida  lake." — 3mith. 

*  Hunter  was  a  Scotchman,  abd  when. a  boy,  an  apprentice  t6  an  apother- 
eary.  Leaving  his  master,  he  entBrSd  the  army,  and  being  a  man  of  wit 
and  beauty,  gained  promotion,  and  also  the  hand  of  Lady  Hay.  In  1707 
he  was  appointed  lieutenant-governor  of  Virginia,  but -being  captured  by 
the  French  on  his  voyage  out,  on  his  return  to  England  he  was  appointed  to 
the  government  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  then  ihiited  in  t^e  same 
jurisdiction.  Qovernor  Hunter  W8«  the  man  who  brought  over  the  three 
thousand  Palatines  from  Qermany,  who  founded  the  Qerman  settlements  in 
the  interior  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  He  administered  the  govern- 
ment of  the  colbny  **  weU  and  wisely,'*  as  was  said  to  him  in  an  affection- 
ate parting  address  by  the  general  assembly,  until  the  summer  of  1719, 
when  he  returned  to  England  on  leave,  to  look  aftet  his  private  affain. 
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CHAP,  tha  artfiil  agent  of  the  French,  out  of  their  country,  been 
s-.^— '  successful.  This  Jesuit  emissary  had  resided  among  the 
^^^'  Senecas  from  the  beginning  of  Queen  Anne's  reign.  He 
had  been  adopted  by  them^  and  was  greatly  beloved  by 
the  Onondagas.  He  was  incessant  in  his  intrigues  in  be- 
half of  the  French,  facilitating  the  missionaries  in  their 
pJOgress  through  the  country,  and  contributing  greatly  to 
the  vaeillating  course  of  the^  Indians  toward  the  English. 
Schuyler  was  awaire  of  all  this ;  but  notwithstanding  his 
own  gi:eat  influence  over  the  Six  Nations,  he  could  not 
prevail  upon  them  to  discard  th^ir  favorite.  In  other  re- 
spects the  government  of  Schuyler  was  marked  by  mode- 
ration, wisdom,  and  integrity.* 
1720.  William  Burnet,  son  of  the  celelM:atei  prelate  of  that 
name  who  flourished  in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary, 
succeeded  to  the  government  of  the  colony,  in  the  year 
1720 ;  and  of  all  the  colonial  governors  of  New  York, 
with  the  exception  of  Colonel  Dongan,  his  Indian  policy 
was  marked  by  the  most  prudent  forecast  and  the  greatest 
wisdom.  Immediately  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  a  brisTc 
trade  in  goods  for  the  Indian  market,  was  revived  between 
Albany  and  Montreal, —  the  Caughnawaga  clan  of  the 
Mohawks  residing  near  Montreal  serving  as  carriers.  The 
chiefe  of  the  Six  Nations  foresaw  the  evil  and  inevitable  con- 
sequences to  result  from  allowing  that  trade  to  pass  round  in 
that  direction,  inasmuch  as  the  Indians  would  of  course  be 
drawn  exclusively  to  Montreal  for  their  supplies,  to  be 
received  immediately  at  the  hands  of  the  French,  —  and 
they  cautix)ned  the  English  authorities  against  it.  Mr. 
Hunter  had  indeed  called  the  attention  of  the  general  as- 
sembly to  the  subject  at  an  antecedent  period ;  but  no 
action  was  had  thereon  until  after  Mr.  Burnet  had  as- 
stilled  the  direction  of  the  colonial  administration.  The 
policy  of  the  latter  was  at  once  to  cut  oft*  an  intercourse, 

so  unwise  and  so  dangerous,  with  Montreal;  and  bring  the 

~  *       it.. 
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entire  Indian  trade  within  the  limits  and  control  of  New  chaf. 
York.     To  this  end  an  act  was  passed  at  his  suggestion^  v-v— 
subjecting  the  traders  with  Montreal  to  a  forfeiture  of  ^^^^' 
their  goods,  and  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds  foreach 
infraction  of  the  law.     It  likewise  entered  into  the  policy 
of  Mr.  Bnmet  to  win  the  confidence  of  the  Caughnawa- 
gas,  and  reunite  them  with  their  kindred  in  their  natiive 
valley.    Btit  the  ties  by  which  the  Roman  priesthood  had 
boxmd  them  to  the  inte^sts  of  the  French,  were  too  strotig, 
and  the  efforts  of  the  governor  were  unsuccessful. 

•In  furtherance  of  the  design  Jto  grasp  the.Indian  trade,  172^. 
not  only  of  the  Six  Nations,  but  likewise  that  of  the 
remoter  nations  of  the  upper  lakes,  a  trading  post  was 
established  at  Oswego  in  1722.  A  trusty  agent  was  also 
appointed  to  reside  at  the  great  council-fire  of  the  Onon- 
dagas, —  the  central  nation  of  the  Confederates.  A  con- 
gress of  several  of  the  colonies  was  held  at  Albany,  to 
meet  the  Six  Nations,  during  the  same  year,  which,  among 
other  distinguished  men,  was  attended  by  Governor  Spotts- 
wood,  of  Virginia,  Sir  William  Keith,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  by  Governor  Burnet.  At  this  council  the  chiefs 
stipulated  that  in  their  future  southern  war-expeditions 
they  would  not  cross  the  Potomac,  and  in  their  marches 
against  their  southern  enemies,  their  path  was  to  lie  west- 
ward of  the  great  mountains  —  the  AUeghanies  meaning. 
Mr.  Bum^t  again  brightelied  the  chain  of  fiiendship  with 
them,  on  the  part  of  New  York,  notwithstanding  the  ad- 
verse influences  exerted  by  the  Chevalier  Joncaire,  the 
Jesuit  agent  residing  alternately  among  the  Senecas  and 
Onondagas. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  Mr.  Burnet's  policy  were  soon 
apparent.  In  the  course  of  a  single  year  more  than  forty 
young  men  plunged  boldly  Into  the  Indian  country  as  tra- 
ders, acquired  their  languages,  and  strengthened  the  pre- 
carious friendship  existing  between  the  English  and  the 
more  ^stant  nations ;  while  trifoeer  of  the  latter  previously 
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CHAR,  unknown  to  the  colonists,  even  from  beyond  Michilimaek- 

^— V— '  inae,  visited  Albany  for  purposes  of  traffic. 

The  establishment  of  an  English  post  at  Oswego  was  a 
cause  of  high  displeasure  to  the  French,  who,  in  order  to 
ijitercept  the  trade  from  the  upper  lakes  that  would  i;ia- 
tufally  be  drawn  thither,  and  thus  be  diverted  from  Mont- 
real, determined  to  repossess  themselves  of  Niagara,  re- 
build the  trading-house  at  that  point,  and  repaii"  their  dflap- 
pidated  fort.  The  consent  of  the  Onondagas  to  this 
measure  was  obtained  by  the  Baron  de  Longueil,  w^ho 

*  visited  their  country  for  that  purpose,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  Joncaire  and  his  Jesuit  associates.  But  the  other, 
members  of  the  Confederacy,  disapproving  of  the  move- 
ment, declared  the  permission  given  to  b^  void,  and  dis- 
patched messengers  to  Niagara  to  arrest  the  procedure. 
With  a  just  apprecifrtion  of  the  importance  of  such  an 
encroachment  upon  their  territory,  the  Confederates  met 
Mr.  Burnet  in  council  upon  the  subject,  at  Albany,  in 

1727.  1727.  "  We  come  to  you  howling,**  said  the  chiefs ;  "  and 
this  is  the  reason  why  we  howl,  that  the  governor  of  Can- 
ada encroaches  on  our  land  and  builds  thereon.**  Gover- 
nor  Burnet  made  them  a  speech  on  the  occasion,  beauti- 
fully expressed  in  their  own  figurative  language,  which 
gave  them  great  satisfaction.^  The  chiefs,  declaring  them- 
selves unable  to  resist  this  invasion  of  the  French,  en- 
treated the  English  for  succor,  and  formally  surrendered 
tlieir  country  to  the  great  king,  "to  be  protected  by  him 
for  their  use,**  as  heretofore  stated.  But  Governor  Burnet 
being  at  that  period  involved  in  political  difficulties  with 
an  assembly,  too  short-sighted,  or  too  factious,  to  appreciate 
the  importance  of  preserving  so  able  a  head  to  the  colonial 
government,  was  enabled  to  do  nothing  more  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Indians  than  to  erect  a  small  military  de- 
fence at  Oswego ;  and  even  this  work  of  necessity  he  was 

obliged  to  perform  at  his  own  private  expense.    Meantime 
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the  French  completed  and  secured  their  works  at  Niagara  chap. 
without  molestation.  ^-v— ' 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year,  having  'been  thwarted  ^^27. 
in  his  enlarged  and  patriotic  views  ^by  several  successive 
assemblies,  Mr.  Burnet,  the  ablest  and  wisest  of  the  colo- 
nial administrators,  retired  from  the  government  of  New 
York,  and  accepted  that  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire.* Mr.  Montgomery  succeeded  him  in  New  York,  in 
1728.  He  was  an  indolent  man,  and  had  not  character  1728. 
enough  to  inspire  opposition. '  The  French,  enraged  at 
the  erection  of  afcjrt  at  Oswego,  were  now  menacing  that 
post  The  new  governor  thereupon  met  the  Six  Nations 
in  cbuncil  at  Albany,  to  renew  the  covenant  chain,  atnd 
eil^ge  them  in  the  defence  6f  that  important  station. 
Large  presents  were  distributed  among  them,  and  they 
declared  their  willingness  to  join  the  reinforcements  de- 
tached from  the  independent  companies  for  that  service. 
Being  apprised  of  these  preparations,  the  French  desisted 
firom  their  threatened  invasion.* 

Much  of  the  opposition  to  the  administration  of  Gover-  :  . 
nor  Burnet,  had  been  fomented  and  kept  alive*  by  the  Al- 
banians who,  by  the  shrewdness  of  his  Indian  policy,  and 

■    !■  Ill  ■  ■  ■  1  I      I  ,  II  I  II  '      '  i 

^GoT«rnor  Burnet  was  not  only  a  man  of  letttn,  bat  of  wit — a  belieyer 
in  the  Chrii^^  r«lifion,  jet  not  a  serious  professor.  A  variety  of  amusing 
an'aodotei  has  been  related  of  him.  When  en  hia  way  from  New  York  to 
assume  the  government  at  Boston,  one 'of  the  committee  who  went  from 
that  town  to  meet  him  on  the  borders  of  Rhode  Island,  was  the  facetious 
Colonel  Taller.  Burnet  complained  of  the  long  graces  that  were  said' be- 
fore meals  by  clergymen  on  the  road,  and  f^ed  whea  they  viro4ild  aherten. 
Taller  answer^ :  *  The  graces  will  increase  in  leivgth  till  ycM|  come  to  Bos- 
ton  ;  after  that  they  will  shorten  till  you  come  to  your  goyernment  of  New 
Hampshire,  where  your  excellency  wfil  find  no  grace  tt  alii"       ^ 

*  Colonel  John  Montgomery  succeeded  Mr.  Burnet  in  the  government  of 
the  colonies  of  New  York  and  New  Jenvj,  In'  the  'month  of  Xpril,  172S. 
He  was  a  Seotehman,  and  bred  a  soldier.  But  qnltting  the  profesaion  of 
anne,  he  w^t  into  parliament, —  servingalso,  for  a  time,  as  groom  of  the 
bed-ehamber  to  his  majesty  Georg^  II,  before  his  accession  to  the  throne. 
He  was  a  man  ef  Inoderate  abllitiee  and  elender  literary  aitauuaent*  He 
wifl  teo  gooA-B)at«Md'a  man  tor  eseite  enmities;  and  'hiB«d|BiniflratioE, 
eat  short  by  deatli  in  1781,  was  one  of  tranquil  inaction. 
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004?.  the  Yigoroufi  measureB  by  which  he  had  enforced  it,  had 
w.^,,^been  interrupted  in  their  illicit  trade  in  Indian  gqoda  with 

1728.  Montreal, —  and  also  by  the  importers  of  those  goods  re- 
siding in  the  city  of  New  York.  Sustained,  howevei^  by 
his  council-board,  and  by  the  very  able  memoir  of  Doctor 
Golden  upon  that  subject,  Mr.  Burnet,  as  the  reader  has 
already  been  apprised,  had  succeeded  m  giving  a  new  and 
more  advantageous  character  to  the  inland  trade,  while 
the  Indian  relations  of  the  colony  had  been  placed  upon 
a  better  footing,  in  so  far  at  least  as  the  opportunities  of 
the  French  to  tamper  with  them  had  been  measurably  cut 

1729.  off.  But  in  December  of  the  succeeding  year,  owing  to 
some  intrigues  that  were  never  clearly  understood,  all 
the^e  advantages  were  suddenly  relinquished  by  an  act  of 
^e  crown  repealing  the  measures  of  Mr.  Burnet ;  reviv- 
ing, in  effect,  the  execrable  trade  of  the  Albanians,  and 
thus  at  once  re-opemng  the  door  of,  intrigue  between  the 
l^rench  and  the  Six  Nations,  which  had  been  so  wisely 
closed. 

1781.  On  the  depease  of  Colonel  Montgomery,  the  duties  of 
the  colonial  executive  were  for  a  brief  period  exercised  by 
Mr.  Rip  Van  Dam,  as  president  of  the  council.^  His  ad- 
ministration was  signalized  by  the  memorable  infraction 
of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  the  French,  who  then  invaded 
the  clearly  defined  territory  of  New  York,  and  built  the 
fo]|rtress  of  St.  Frederick,  at  Crown  Point,  a  work  which 
gave  them  the  command  of  Lake  Champlain,- the  high- 
way  between  the  English  and  French  colonies.  The 
pusillanimity  evinced  l3y  the  government  of  New  York  on 
the  occasion  of  that  flagrant  encroachment  upon  its 
domains,  excites  the  amazeiment  of  the  retrospective 
reviewer.  Massachusetts,  alarmed  at  this  .advance  of  the 
liyals,  if  not  natural  enemies^  of  the  English  upon  the  set- 
tlements of  the  latter,  first  called  the  attention  of  the  ai^i- 

i.lfr.  ¥«i  VmuL  wm  an  wiiiiMit  merohani  in  the  oity  of  New  Tosk«  *'  of 
a  f^  mUUf"  My*  AiHli,  ike  hiitomn,  ^*  Uiongh  diaiiacttiabed  matt  for 
«lMiali0dftjofUi]Mirt,ik«a]iif  Mpaoitjp  to  liold  Uo  rfi«»  ^  gOTtm- 
mtat." 
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thorities  of  New  York  to  the  subject ;  but  the  information  cha». 
was  received  with  the  most  provoking  indiflTerence.  There  n-.,^-^ 
was  a  regular  military  force  in  the  colony  abundantly  suf-  ^'^^' 
ficient,  by  a  prompt  movement,  to  repel  the  aggression ; 
yet  not  even  a  remonstrance  was  uttered  against  it. 

During'  the  stormy  administration  of  Colonel  Cosby,  1782. 
from  1732  to  1736  inclusive,  no  attention  whatever  appears 
to  have  been  directed  to  Indian  affairs.  The  incessant 
quarrels  of  this  weak  and  avaricious  man  with  the  people 
and  their  representatives,  left  him  apparently  no  time  to 
bestow  upon  the  external  relations  of  the  colony  ;•  and  the 
Six  Nations,  in  the  absence  of  other  employment,  again  • 
resumed  hostilities  against  their  enemies  at  the  Bouth. 
One  of  their  expeditions,  directed  against  the  Chickasaws, 
was  fearfully  disastrous.  They  fell  into  an  ambuscadie, 
and  fought  until  all  but  two  of  a  strong  body  of  warriors 
were  slain.  One  only  of  those  two  returned  to  rehearsei 
the  tale.  He  struck  off  deep  into  the  forest,  and  support- 
ing himself  by  game  on  the  way,  succeeded  in  traversing 
the  whole  distance  back  to  his  own  country  without  meet- 
ing a  single  human  being  during  the  journey.^  Anothet 
expedition,  yet  stronger,  was  sent  against  the  Catawbas 
and  Cherokees.  They  met  upon  the  banks  of  the  Cum- 
berland river,  now  in  Kentucky,  at  a  place  called  "  the 
bloody  lands.'*  Ascertaining  that  their  enemies  were  ad- 
vancing to  meet  them,  the  Six  Nations  in  turn  drew  them 
into  an  ambuscade,  and  a. terrible  battle  followed,  in  which 
the  southrons,  afler  a  contest  of  two  days,  were  defe0,ted, 
with  a  loss  of  twelve  hundred  braves  killed  oh  the  field.* 

These  retrospective  glances  have  now  been  brought  down  1785 
to  the  year  1735 — the  date  of  the  arrival  in  America  of 

>  Belation  of  General  Schuyler  to  Chancellor  Kent.  Vide  note  in  Kent'r 
CmMuntariett  tqL  iii. 

*  Lift  of  Mary  JVnmion,  the  Seneca  white  woniaa.  Hiookatoo,  her  hus* 
band,  was  in  th«  battle.  Still,. the  numbers  said  Co  have  been  killed  may 
ba  aa  axaggtration. 
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CBAP.  the  extraordinary  youth  whose  life  will  form  a  prominent 
\-^^-/ subject  of  these  memoirs.  And  although  that  individual 
17B6.  ^QQg  j^Qi  jQi  appear  upon  the  theatre  of  public  action,  still, 
in  order  to  the  completeness  of  his  "  life  and  times j''  it 
will  be  necessary  henceforward  to  set  forth  both  the  Indian 
and"  the  civil  history  of  the  .colony  with  more  fullness  of 
detail  than  in  the  preceding  pages. 
1786.  On  the  demise  of  Colonel  Cosby/  Mr.  George  Clarke, 
long  a  member  of  the  council,  after  a  brief  struggle  with 
Mr.  Van  Dam  for  the  precedency,  succeeded  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  government ;  and  being  shortly  afterward  com- 
missioned as  lieutenant-governor^  he  continued  at  the  head 
of  the  colonist  administration  from  the  autumn  of  1786 
to  that  of  1743, —  seven  years.  Mr.  Clarke  was  remotely 
connected,  by  marriage,  with  the  family  of  Lord  Claren- 
don,— having  been  sent  over  as  secretary  of  the  colony 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  Being,  moreover,  a  man  of 
strong  common  sense  and  of  uncommon  tact ;  and  by  reason 
of  his  long  residence  in  the.  colony,  and  the  several  offi- 
cial stations  he  had  held,  well  acquainted  with  its  affairs ; 
his  administration,-^  certainly  until  towaxd  its  close, —  was 
comparatively  popular,  and,  all  circumstances  considered, 
eminently  successftiL  In  ,the  brief  struggle  for  power 
between  himself  and  Mr.  Van  Dam,  the  latter  had  been 
sustained  by  the  popular  party,  while  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  and  the  partisans  of  Cosby,  with  few  if  any  excep- 
tions, adhered  to  Mr.  Clarke.'  Thi^  difficulty  had  been 
speedily  ended  by  a  royal  confirmation  of  the  somewhat 

^  Colonel  William  Cosby,  appointed  to  the  goTsmment  of  New  York  in 
1782,  had  formerly  been  governor  of  Minorca,  where  he  acquired  no  yery 
'  eittiable  name  by  the  scandalous  and  corrupt  practices  to  which  he  wm 
prompted  hj  his  iyarice.  His  administration  was  turbulent  and  exceedingly 
unpopular,  and  deservedly  so,  for  his  conduct  was  atrocious.  He  died  uni- 
▼enally  detested,  on  the  tenth  of  March,  1786. 

*Mr.  Van  Dam  had  been  priyately,  and,  as  he  and  his  partisans  cohtend- 
ed»  illegally  r«moT6d  from  the  council-board  by  Cosby,  ia  %  fit  of  passion, 
almost  upon  his  deatli-bed.  Hence  the  .struggle  to  which  I  hare  referred 
in  the  text. 
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doubtftil  authority  assumed  by  Mr.  Clarke.  His  own  chap. 
course,  moreover,  on  taking  the  seals  of  office,  was  con-  ^-*y— ' 
ciliatory.  In  his  first  speech  to  the  general  assembly  he  re-  ^^^^ 
ferred  in  temperate  language  to  the  unhappy  divisions  which 
had  of  late  disturbed  the  colony,  and  which  he  thought 
it  was  then  a  favorable  moment  to  heal.  The  English 
flour-market  being  overstocked  by  large  supplies  furnished 
from  the  other  colonies,  the  attention  of  the  assembly  was 
directed  to  the  expediency  of  encouraging  domestic  manU- 
£Ekctures  in  various  departments  of  industry.*  To  the  In* 
dian  affairs  of  the  colony,  Mr.  Clarke  invited  the  special 
attention  of  the  assembly.  The  military  works  of  Fort 
Hunter  being  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  and  the  object  of 
affording  protection  to  the  Ohristian  settlements  through 
the  Mohawk  valley  having  been  accomplished,  the  lieu^ 
tenant-governor  suggested  the  erection  of  a  new  Tort  at 
the  carrying-place  between  the  -  Mohawk  river  and  Wood 
creek,^  leading  into  Oneida  lake,  and  thence  through  the 
Oswego  river  into  Lake  Ontario ;  and  the  transfer  of  the 
garrison  from  Fort  Hunter  to  this  new  and  commanding 
position.  He  likewise  recommended  the  repairing  of  the 
block-house  »t  Oswego,  and  the  sending  of  smiths  and 
other  artificers  into  the  Indian  country,  especially  among 
the  Senecas.*  \ 

These  recommendation^  were  repeated  in  the  executive  1737. 


*  The  site,  afterward,  of  Fort  Stanwix, —  tlow  the  opalent  town  of  Rome. 

>  In  the  course  of  this  seBsion  of  the  general  assembly.  Chief  Justice  De 
Lancej,  speaker  of  the  legislatiye  council,  announced  that  his  duties  in 
the  Supreme  Court  would  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  act  as  speaker 
through  the  session.  It  was  therefore  ordered  that  the  oldest  counselor 
present  should  thenceforward  act  as  speaker.  Under  this  order.  Doctor 
Cadwallader  Golden  first  came  to  the  chair. 

On  the  twenty-sizth  of  October,  the  council  resolyed  that  they  should 
hold  their  sittings  in  the  common  councU  chamber  pf  the  City-Hall.  The 
House  immediately  returned  a  message  that  they  were  holding  their  sea- 
sons, and  should  continue  to  hold  them  in  that  chamber ;  and  that  it  was 
conformable  to  the  constitution  that  the  council,  in  its  legislatiye  capacity, 
should  sit  as  •  diatinot  an4  separate  body. 
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^  Speech  to  tiie  assembly  in  the  spring  of  1737,  and  also 
>«v— '  a^gain  to  a  new  assembly  which  had  been  called  in  the 
17«7.  guHiiner  of  the  same  year-  The  lieutenant-governor  far- 
ther informed  the  new  assembly  that  it  had  become  neces- 
sary for  him  to  meet  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  in 
council  at  Albany  in  consequence  of  certain  negotiations 
pending  between  the  Senecas  and  the  French,  by  virtue  of 
which  the  latter  were  on  the  point  of  obtwiing  permission 
to  er^ct  a  trading-»po0t  at  Tierondequot,  which  would  ena-^ 
ble  ihem  to  intercept  the  fur-trade  of.  the  upper  lakes  on 
its  way  to  Oswego.^ 

For  the  purpose  of  defeating  this  sagacious  movement 
of  the  French,  and  if  possible  yet  farther  to  circumvent 
them  by  obtaining  the  like  permission  for  the  English  to 
establish  a  trading-post  at  the  same  point,  the  meeting  with 
the  Cohfederate  chiefs  took  place  in  Albany,  as  suggested 
in  the  speech.  The  objects  of  the  interview,  however, 
were  only  obtained  in  part*  The  Senctcas  agreed  not  to 
allow  the  French  agent,  John  Codur,  to=  build  at  Tieronde- 
quot ;  but  neither  would  they  permit  the  English  to  plant 
themselves  there.  Still  they  gladly  acceeded  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  lieutenant-governor  to  send  a  gun-smith  to 
reside  among  them, — with  whom  were  also  dispatched  an 
interpreter,  and  three  other  agents,  to  assist  in  circum- 
venting the^  intrigues  of  the  French.  At  the  succeeding 
autumnal  session  of  the  assembly,  these  measures  were 
sanctioned  by  that  body,  and  provisions  made  for  strength- 
ening Oswego,  and  for  the  farther  promotion  of  commerce 

with  the  Indians.' 

-     ■        ■   ■     -,..■■  -  ■  ■ 

^  trondequot,  now  weU  known  as  »n  inlet,  or  bay,  a  few  miles  east  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Qenesee  riyer, —  the  place  where  Denonyille  landed  in  bis 
memorable  expedition  against  the  Seneoas,  half  a  century  before. 

*  Vide  Legiilaiive  Joumali.  Also  Smith's  Hittory  of  New  York,  At  the 
session  of  the  Assembly,  October,  thirteenth,  of  this  year,  the  council  hny- 
ing  sent  a  message  to  the  house  by  the  hand  of  a  deputy  clerk,  a  message 
was  transmitted  back,  signifyitf]g  that  the  house  donsidered  such  a  course 
diirespeetftel.  tJnUl  th%t  time,  messages  had  been  conyeyed  between  ilie 
houses,  with  bills,  resolutions,  &o.,  by  the  hsiidt  of  their  members  respeot- 


^* 
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During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  1738  but  little  at-  chap* 
tention  was  paid  to  Indian  affisiira, —  the  principal  historical  ^v— ' 
incident  of  that  year  being  the  memorable  contested  elec-  ^7^* 
tlon  between  Adolphe  Philipse  and  Gkrret  Van  Home,  in 
connection  with  which,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  skill 
and  eloquence  of  Mr.  Smith,  fistther  of  the  historian,  and  of 
counsel  for  Van  Home,  the  Hebrew  freeholders  of  the  city 
of  Kew  Tork,  from  which  place  both  parties  claimed  to 
have  been  returned  to  the  assembly,  were  most  uiyustly 
disfr-anchised,  on  the  ground  of  their  religious  creed,  and 
their  votes  rejected.^    The  colony  was  greatly  excited  by  * 
this  question,  «id  the  persuasive  powers  exerted  by  Mr. 
Smithy  are  represented  to  have  been  wonderful, —  equal- 
ling, probably,  if  not  surpassing,  those  of  Andrew  Ham- 
ilton, four  years  previously,  in  the  great  libel  case  of  the 
Zengers, — and  possibly  not  excelled  even  by  Patrick  Hen^ 
Tjj  a  few  years  afterward,  when  he  dethroned  the  reason 
of  the  court,  and  led  captive  the  jury,  in  the  great  tobacco 
case  in  Virginia.' 

Yet  the  movements  of  the  Indians,  and  the  designs  of 
the  French  in  Canada  were  not  entirely  overlooked.  On 
the  thirteenth  of  October,  the  general  assembly  being  in 
session,  the  lieutenant-goYetuor  summoned  the  house  be- 
fore him,  and  announced  the  receipt  of  intelligence  of  a 
design  by  the  French,  to  establish  themselves  at  the  carry** 
ing-plaoe  upon  Wood  creek,  between  the  head,  or  south- 


irtlj.  The  ^oqm  considered  the  tendlBg  ef  %  el«rk  an  innoTStion  upon 
tbeir  priTUegM ;  and  Col.  Phillipso,  Mr.  Verplank,  and  Vr,  Johnson,  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  ooonoil  and  demand  satisfaction. 
The  eonncil  healed  the  matter  bj  a  eonciliatQry  resolution,  declaring  thai 
no  disrespect  had  been  intended. 

1  For  an  animated  acoonnt  of  this  celebrated  case,  drawn,  hower^r,  by 
the  partial  hand  of  a  son  writiiig  of  his  father,  see  Smith's  SUtor^,  toI.  IL 

•See  Wbt'i  Life  of  PatrUh  Hmiy, 
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CHAP,  ern  end  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  the  Hudson  river,^  and 
s-^  calling  for  means  to  enable  him  to  build  a  fort  and  plant 
1788.  a  colony  of  settlers  there  for  the  defence  of  the  northern 
frontier,. to  be  composed  of  emigraitts  from  North  Bri- 
tain.* The  lieutenant-governor  also-  announced,  in  the 
same  speech,  that  a  delegation  of  the  Senecas  had  de- 
parted for  Quebec,  to  treat,  as  it  was  understood,  with  M. 
Beauhamois,  then  the  governor  of  Canada,  with  a  view, 
after  all,  of  allowing  the  French  to  plant  themselves  in  the 
beautiful  valley  of  the  Tierondequot, —  a  measure  which, 
'  said  the  speech,  "  would  put  an  end  to  the  Oswego  trade." 
In.  conclusion  the  lieutenant-governor  asked  for  an  appro- 
priation of  money  to  enable  him  to  frustrate  their  designs, 
and  to  make  another  effort  for  the  purchase  of  the  Tieron- 
dequot. The  assembly  having  been  suddenly  dissolved  a 
few  days  subsequent  to  the  delivery  of  this  speech,  no 
steps  were  taken  in  reference  to  either  of  its  reoommendar 
tions,  and  they  were. each  pressed  urgently  upon  the  new 
assembly  summoned  in  the  spring  of  the  next  year,  1739. 

1  The  Wood  creek  here  mentioaed  i«  altogether  a  different  stream  from 
that  spoken  of  a  fetr  pages  back,  at  the  Mohawk  carrying-plaoe,  'which 
leads  .into  the  Oneida  lake.  These  duplicated  names  are  apt  to  create 
confusion.  The  present  town  of  Whitehall  stands  upon -Mtf  Wood  creelc 
spoken  of  here  in  the  text,  which  pours  into  Lake  Champlain. 

*  The  North  Britons  here  spoken  of,  whom  Mr.  Clarke  proposed  colonis- 
ing at  ttfe  head  of  Lake  Champlain,  were  a  company  of  between  four  and 
fiTe  hundred  adult  Highlanders,  with  their  children,  who  had  been  brought 
to  the  colony  by  Captain  Laughlin  Campbell,  in  the  expectation  of  settling 
them  upon  a  manor  of  thirty  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  he,  Campbell, 
aUedged  had  been  promised  him  by  the  lientenant-goyernor, — Campbell, 
who  was  a  Highland  chief,  calculating  ig  beeon^e,  as  it  were,  ''lord  of  the 
manor.*'  Smith  roundly  asserts  that  Clarke  had  stipulated  to  make  the 
grant  to  Campbell ;  but  the  statement  was  contradicted  by  Dr.  Colden,  who 
was  at  the  time  in  question  a  member  of  the  executiye  counpil.  Certain  it 
is,  however,  that  Campbell  had  the  emigrants  with  him  in  New  York ;  yet 
Colden  says  that  many  of  them  came  out  at  their  own  expense,  and  that  no 
more  land  had  been  promised  to  Campbell  than  he  could  bring  into  oulti- 
Tation.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  disappointment  of  the  emigrants  was  great, 
and  they  suffered  much  keen  distress  before  they  ooold  take  oare  of  them- 
sebres. 


- 1*- 
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The  years  1788  and  1T39,  were  i]ftar^:ed  by  increasing  chaf 
political  excitement,  and  the  dividing  line  of  parties,  in-s...^ 
volving  the  great  principles  of  civil  liberty  on  the  qne  i^*^- 
side,  and  the  '  prerogatives  of  the  crown  on  the  other, 
were  more  distinctly  drawn,  perhaps,  than  at  any  antece- 
dent period.  The  administrations  of  the  earlier  Eqglish 
governors,.  Nicholls  and  Xovelace,  were  benevolent,  and 
almost  parental.  Andross,  it  is  true,  was  a  tyrant ;  and 
during  his  aflminlstration  parties  were  formed,  as  in  Eng- 
land, upon  the  mixed  questions  of  politics  and  religion, 
whSch  dethroned  the  last  and  inost  bigoted  of  the  Stuarts^ 
and  brought  Williatii  and  Mary  upon  the  throve.  Don- 
gan,  however,  the  last  of  the  Stuart  govemers  in*  New 
York,  although  8(  Koman  Cfiatholic,  was  nevertheless  mild 
in  the  administration  of  the  govemm.ent,  and  a  gentleman* 
in  his  feelings  aiid  manners.  It  was  upon  his  arrival  in 
the  autumn  of  1688,  that  the  freeholders  of  ^he  colony 
were  invested  with  the  ri^t  of  choosing  representatives 
to  meet  the  governor  in  general  assembly.*  For  nearly 
twenty  yearfe  subsequent  to  the  revolution  of  1689,  the 
colony  was  torn  by  personal,  rather  than  political  factions, 
having  their  origin  in>  the  controversy  which  compassed 
the  judicial  murder  of  the  unhappy  Leidler  and  his  s6n- 
in-law  Milbome.  These  factions  dying  out  in  the  lapse 
of  years, '  other  questions  arose,  the  principal  of  which 
was  that  important  otie  which  always,  sooner  orlat^r, 
springs  up  In  every  English  colony, —  involving,  on  the 


» » 


*  Two  j—n  pr«Tiou8  to  ihfi .  wrriTal.  of  Doogan,  Uie  atd«rm6ii  of  liew 
York,  and  the  juatices  of  the  peacQ  of  the  court  of  assiie,  in  oonsequenoe 
of  the  tjrannj  of  Andross,  had  petitioned  ^he  duke  that  th(d  people  might 
be  allowed  to  participate  in  the  affairs  of  'the  government  by  the  construe- 
tidtt  of  a  g^eral  assembly,  in  whieh  they  might  be  represented.  -  Through  • ' 

the  bittrpe^Uion  of  William.  Peim»  whiD  enjoyed  the  fayor  both  of  th»  kipg 
aad  tha  duke,  the  point  w^  yielded,  and  Colonel  Dongan  waa  inatnioted  tq 
allow  the  people  a  Toice  in  the  goTomment.  Gr^eatly  to  the  joy  of  the  inr 
habitants,  therefore,  who  had  become  turl^ulent,  if  not  disaffected,  under  the 
deipotio  rule  of  Andross,  writs  were  issued  to  Uie  sheriffs  summoning  the 
ftt^olders  to  choose  irepreaentatiTee  to  meet  the  new  goveni^  in  aasefnbly 
on  the  eereateenth  of  October,  1688. 

6 
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CHAP,  one  hand,  m  I.haye  already  remarked,  the  rights  of  the 
N-v— '  people,  and  on  the  other  the  claims  of  the  crown.  Inva- 
178a  riably,  almost,  if  not  quite,  the  struggle  is  originated  upon 
some  question  of  revenue, —  either  in  the  levying  thereof, 
or  in  its  disposition,  or  both.  Thus  in  the  origin  of  those 
political  parties  in  New  York,  which-  continued  with 
greater  "or  less  acrimony  ulitil  the  separation  from  the 
parent  country,  Slo\ighter  and  Fletqher  had  both  en- 
deavoved  to  obtain  grants .  of  revenue  to  the  crown  for 
life,  but  had  failed.  Subsequently  grants  had  been  occa-^ 
sionally  made  to  the  officers  of  the  crown  for  a  term  of 
years ;  but  latterly,  especially  during  the  adnunistration 
of  Governor  Cosby,  the  general  assembly -had  grown  more 
refiractory  upon  the  sulsgect,— pertinaciously  insisting  that 
they  would  vote,  the  salaries  for  the  officers .  of  the  crown 
only  with  the  anmial  i^upplies.  This  was  a  principle  which 
the  governors,  as  the  representatives  of  the  crown,  felt 
bound  to  resist,  «8  being  an  infringement  of  lihe  royal  pre- 
rogative.  Henceforward,  therefore,  until  the  colony  cast 
off  its  allegiance^  the  struggle  ^iu  regard  to  the  revenue, 
imd  its  disposition,  was  almost  perpetually  before  the  peo- 
ple, in  one  form  or  another ;  and  in  some  years,  owing  to 
the  obstinacy  of  the  representatives  of  the  crown  on  one 
nde,  and  the  inflezibility  of.  the  representatives  of  the 
people  on  the  other,  supplies  were  not  granted  at  all.  Mr. 
Clarke,  although  he  had  the  address  to  throw  off,  or  to 
evade,  the  difficulty,  for  th^  space  of  two  years,  was  never- 
theless doomed  soon  to  encounter  it.  Accordingly,  in  his 
speech  to  the  assembly  at  the  autumnal  session  of  1788, 
he  complained  that  another  year  had  elapsed  without  any 
provision  being  made  for  the  support  of  his  m:suesty*s  go- 
^•.  vemment  in  the  province,— the  ueglect  having  occured 

by  reason  of  ^^a  practice  not.  warranted  by  the  usage  of 
any  former  general  assemblies."    He  therefore  insisted 
■^  strongly  upon  ijie  adoptioli  of  measures  for  the  payment 

ot  salaries ;  for  the  payment  of  the  public  creditors ;  and 
for  the  general  security  of  .the  public  credit  by  the  crea- 
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tian  of  a  sinking  fund  for  tbe  redemption  of  the  biila  of  chaf*   r 
the  colony.  ,  *— y--'    ' 

-The  assembly  wsis  refractory,-  Instead  of  complying  ^'^* 
with  the  demands  of  the  lieutenant-governor,  the  house 
resolved  unanimously  that  they  would  grant  no  supplies 
upon  that  principle;  and  in  regard  to  a . sinking  fund- 
for  the  redemptioli  of  the  bills  of  credit  afloat,  they  re- 
fused any  other  measure  than  a  continvtance  of  the  exist- 
ing excise.  These  spirited  and  peremptory -resolutions 
gave  high  offence  to  the  representative  of  the  crown; 
and  on  jbhe  day  following  their  adoption,  the  assembly 
was  summoned  to  the  fQi%  and  dissolved  by  a  speech,  de- 
claring "the  said  resolutions  'Ho  be  such  presumptuo^us, 
daiing,  liad  unprecedented  steps  that  he  oould  not  look 
upon  them  but  with  astonishment,  nor  could  he  with 
hoi\or  «uffer  their  authors  to  sit  any  longer.*'      .         .     ♦ 

The  temper  of  the  new  assembly,  'summoned  in  the  ^'^^• 
spring  of  the  succeeding  year,  1789,  was  no  naore  in  unison 
with  the  desires  of  the  lieutenant-governor,  than  that  of 
the  former.  The  demand  for  a  permanent  supply  bill 
was  nrged  at  several, snccessfve  sessions,  only  to  be  met 
with  obstinate  refusals.  The  second  session,  held  in  the 
autumn,  was  iiiteiTupted  in  October,  by  a  prorogation  of 
several  'days,  for  the  express  purpose  of  aflbrding  the 
members  leisure  "to  reflect  seriously""  upon  the  line  of 
duty  reqttii*ed  of  them  by  the  exigencies  of  the  country; 
for,  not  only  was  the  assembly  resolutely  persisting  in  the 
determination  to  make  only  annual  grants  of  supplies,  but 
they  were  preparing  to  trench  yet  farther  upon  the  royal 
prerogative,  by  iilsisting  upon  specific  applications  of  the 
revenue,  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill  itself.  Meantime,  on'the 
thirteenth  of  October,  .the  liey tenant-governor  brought  the 
subject  of  his  differences  with  the  assembly  formally  be- 
fore his  privy  council.  In  regard  to  th^  new  popular 
movement  of  this  assembly,,  insisting  upon  a  particular  \ 

application  of  th^  revenues  to  be  granted  in  the  body  of  .  ' 

the  act  for  the  support  of  the  government,  the  lieutenant- 
governor  said  they  had  been  mov«d  to  that  determination  *  «^ 
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by  the  example  of  New  Jersey,  where  ^n  act  of  that  nature 
wv^^had  lately  been  passed.  He  was  unwilling  to  allow  any 
irs9.  encroachment  upon,  the  rights  of  the  crown.  Yet,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  defenceless  situation  ot*  the  colony,  he 
felt'  uneasy  at  such  a  turn  of  affiiirs ;  and  not  being  dis- 
posed to  revive  old  animosities,  or  to  create  new  ones  by 
atiother  summary  dissolution,  he  asked  the  advice  of  the 
council.  The  sulD»ject  was  referred  to  a  committee,  of 
which  the  Hon..  Daniel  Horsmanden,  an  old  member  of 
the  council,  was  chairman.  This  gentleman  wa^  one  of 
the  most  sturdy  supporters  of  the  royal  prerogative ;  but, 
m  consequence  of  the  existing  posture  of  afikirs,  and  the 
necessity  of  a  speedy  provision  for  the  public  safety,  the 
Mmmittee  reported  unanimously  against  a  dissolution. 
•They  believed,  also,  that  the  assembly,  and  the  peo- 
ple whom  they  represented,  had  ijie  disputed  point  so 
much  at  heart  that  it  would  be  impossible  tp  do  busi- 
ness with  thmn  unless  it  was  conceded;  and,  besides,  it 
was  argued,  should  a  dissolution  take  place,  there  was  no 
reason  for  supposing  that  the  next  assembly  would  be  less 
tenacious  in  asserting  the  offensive  principle.  Since,  more- 
aver,  the  governor  of  New  Jeifsey  had.yielded  the  point, 
the  committee  advised  to  th^  same  course  in  New  York.^ 
The  -point toas  conceded;  and  the  effect,  for  the  moment, 
was  to  produc^e  a  better  state  of  feeling  in  the  assembly. 
Supplies  were  granted,  but  only  for  the  year ;  and  various 

t  Se^  the  old  minutes  of  the  ^xecutiVe  or  priTf  bOunoil,  in  mftnasoript,  in 
Ik6  leoretaiy  of  state's  office  in  Albany.  To  aToid  confusion  hereafter,  it 
mHj  be  weU  to  state  in  thia  connection,  that  the  council  acted  in  a  twq-fold 
oapacity :  first,  as  advisary ;  second,  as  legislatiye.  **  In  the  first,"  says 
Smith,  in  his  chapter,  entitled  Political  State,  they  are  a  priry  council  to 
the  goltemor."  When  thus  acting  they  are  often  caUed  the  executiye  or  his 
mi^eaty's  council.  Hence,  prity  counoU'and  ezeeutlTe  council  are  synoni- 
piyia.  During  the  session  of  the  legisUture,  howerer,  the  same  council  sat 
^wUbont;  the  presence  of  the  gOTemor)  as  a  legislatiTe  council ;  and  in 
paoh  capacity  exercised  the  same  functions  as  the  isenate  of  the  present 
^j  —.  80  far  as  regards  the  passing  of  laws.  The  Jx>umals  of  this  last  or 
legielatire  eOuneil  hare  recently  been  pnSliriied  by  the  state  of  New  York 
n^icr  the  fupe rroiofL  of  Ihr.  S,  i.  O'CalUgh^n. 
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appropriations  were  made  for  placing  the  colony  in  a  pos-  ^^^^ 
ture  of  defence.     The  Mohawks,  among  other  things,  re-v^.^^- 
quired  either  that  the  dilapidated  defences  of  Dyiondaroga  ^^^^' 
(Fort  Hunter)  should  be  repaired  or  rebuilt,  and  that  a 
gatrisoi)  should  be  continued  there,  under  a  threat  of 
leaving  their  own  conntry  and  removing  into  Canada; 
and  they  were  considered  of  too  much  importance  as  a 
line  of  defence  against  the  French,  to  allow  their  demaiid 
in  this  respect  .to  be  disregarded. 

But  it  is  8eldoi;n  that  th«  wheels  of  revolution  roll  'taxikr 
ward,  and  the  concession  which  allowed  the  general  as- 
sembly to  prescribe  the  application  or  disposition  of  the 
supplies  they  voted,  ever  before  >claimed  as  the  legal 
and  known  prerogative  of  the  crown,  appeased  the  popu^ 
lar  party  only  for  a  very  short  time.  Indeed,  nothing  is 
more  certain,  whether  in  xhonarchies  or  republics,  than  4^t 
the  governed  are  never  satbfied  with  t^oncessions,  wl^le 
eadi  successftd.  demand  only  increases  the  popular  clamor 
for  more.  Thus  was  It  in  the  experience  of  Mr.  Clarke..  It 
is  true,  indeed,  that  the  year  1740  passed  without  any  direct  1740. 
collision  upon  the  question  of  prerogative ;  although  at 
the  second  short  session  of  that  year,  the  speech  alleged 
the  entire  exhaustion  of  the  revenue,  and  again  demanded 
an  ample  appropriation  for  a  term  of  years.  But  the  con* 
troversy  was  re-opened  at  the  spring  session  of  the  follow* 
ing  year, — 1741,— on  which  occasion*  the  Ueutenant-gov- 1741. 
emor  delivered  a  speech,  long,  beyond  precedent^  and 
enumerating  the  grievances  of  the  .crown  by  reason  of  the 
oontinued  eneroachmenta  of  the  general  assembly.  The 
speech  began  by  an  elaborate  review  pf  the  orig^i  and 
progress  of  the  difficulties  that  had  existed  between  thid 
representatives  of  the  crown  and  the  assembly,  in  respect 
to  the  granting  of  supplies, —  evincing  —  such,  indeed,-is 
the  inference,-^  a  want  of  gratitude  on  the  part,  of  the 
latter,  in  view  of  the  blessings  which  the  colony  had  en- 
joyed tmder  the  paternal  care  of  the  government  dnce 
the  revolution  of  1688.  But  it  was  not  in  connection  with 
the  Buppliee,  only,  that  the  assembly  had  invaded  the 
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CHAP,  rights  of  the  crown.  It  was  the  undoubted  prerogative  of 
^..^  the  crown  to  appomt  the  treasurer.  Yet,  the  assembly  had 
1741.  demanded  the  election  of  that  ofBcer.  ItTot  satisfied  with 
that  concession,  they  had  next  claimed  th6  right  of  tjhoos- 
ing  the  auditor-general.  Failing  in  that  demand,  they  had 
sotight  to  accomplish  their  object  by  withholding  the  sala- 
ry from  that  officer.  These  encroachments,  he  said,  had 
be^i  gradually  increasing  from' year  to  year,  until  appre- 
hensions had  been  seriously  awakened  in  England  '^  that 
the  plantations  are  not  without  thoughts  of  throwing  olT 
their  dependence  on  the  crown."  He,  therefore,  admon- 
ished the  assembly  to  do  away  such  an  impression  ^'  by 
giving  to  his  majesty  such  a  reveliue,  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner, as  will  enable  him  to  pay  his  own  officers  and  servf 
ants,"  ^  had  been  done  from  the  revolution,  down  .to  the 
jrear  1709  —  during  which  period  the  colony  was  jEar  less 
able  to  bear  such  a  burden  thian  now.^ 

Thus  early  and  deeply  Were  those  principles  striking 
root  in  America,  it^hich  John  Hampden  had  asserted,  and 
poured  out  his  blood  to  defend,  in  the  great  ship-money 
contest  with  Charleei  I., —  which  brought  that  unhappy 
pionarch  to  the  block,-^— and  *  which, —  fulfilKng  the  ap- 
J)i:ehensions  of  Mr.  Clarke, —  thirty-five  years  afterward, 
separated  the  colonies  from  the  British  crown.; —  although 
-in  the  answer  of  the  house  to  the  "  insinuation  of  a  sus- 
•  picion**  of  a  desire  for  independence,  with  real  or  affected 
gravity,  they  "vouched  that  n6t  a  jingle  person  in  the 
colony  had  any  such  thoughts;  adding — "for  under  what 
government  can  we  be  better  protected,  or  our  liberties  "or 
properties  so  well  secured  ?"  * 

The  Indian  relations  of  the  colony  were  not  forgotten 
-  ■  ■  ■  ■ .  ■        .1  ■  ' —  I — 

1  Vide  JoumaU  of  the  Colonial  Astemblyt  toI.  I,  Hugh  Gaine's  edition. 
T&ie  (1741),  was  the  year  in' which  the  chapel,  barracks,  secretary's  oflBce, 
4c.,  cf  Fort.  George  (the  Battiery),  were  burnt,  and  the  speech'  referred  to 
in  the  text,  asked  an  appropriation  for  their  rebnilding-^but  without  sue 
eefts. 

tsmiib,  ToL  ii.  "   •  .      ". 
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at  any  time  by  Mr.  Clarke.  The  Mohawks  having  re- chap. 
qnedted  an  appropriation  for  the  rebuilding  of  their  chapel,  w^^^ 
the  attention  of  the  aeeembly  was  invited  to  the  subject^  ^^^^' 
and  the  occasion  was  improved  to  bestow  a  well-deserved 
eomplimiMit  to  the  English  missionary  among  that  people. 
— the  Sev«  Mr.  Barclay,  who,  it  was  said,  **had  opened  a 
glorious  prospect  of  sjH'eading  the  Christian  faith  and 
worship  throughout  the  Six  Nations."*  The  assembly 
decUned  making  the  grant— alleging  tb^t  if  the  Christiarf' 
converts  in^at  i^ation  were  increasing,  the  Ainds  requirf^l 
for  a  new  (^apel  should  be  raised  by  private  contributions. 
But  there  were  other  consideftttions  connected  with  the 
Indian  policy,  which  it  would  not  answer  to  neglect.  War 
hisu}  been  declared  by  the  parent  govelmment  against 
Spain,'  and  liyrfy  apprehensms  were  entertained  of  an 
approaching  rupttire  with  France.  In  anticipation  of  such 
an  event,  fortifications  were  required  for  the  security  of 
the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  alsa  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontier&T- particularly  of  Oswego,— ^t6  the  importance  of 
strengthening  which  the  lieutexxant-govemor  repeatedly 
called  the  attention  of  the  aissembly.  In  the  evetit  of  a 
war  with  France,  he  was  greatly  apprehensive  that  this 
post  would  be  ti^en,  in  which  case  there  was  reason  to 
fear  from  the  temjxer  of  late  manifested  by  the  Six  Na- 
tions, that  they  would  all  fall  away  to  the  enemy.  In  this 
emergency,  appropriations  were  asked  to  enable  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor to  convoke  a. grand  council  of  the  Con*- 

federfites  at  Albliny,  which  was  accordingly  held  in  the 

"■■■■■■'*     ■■  ■  ■       ■  •    \         «      ...     ,  >  ■ 

1  The  mipsionary  thus  mentioned  in  the  text,  was  the  ReT.  Henry  Barelsy, 
afterward  a  doctor  of  diTinitj,  and  rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  the  city  of 
New  Tork.  He  was  a  natire  of  Albany,  and  a  graduate  of  Tale  College  ofihe 
year  1784j.  He  receiTed  orden  in  England ;  and  after  several  years'  service 
in  the  Mohiiwk  eonntry,  ajs  a  missionary,  was  called  to  New  Tork.  The 
translatien  of  the  litugy  into  the  Mohawk  language,  was  made  under  his 
direction,  and  that  of  Rev.  W.  Andrews  and  the  Rev.  J.  Ogilvie.  Ifr. 
Ogihrie  saoeeeded  hfan  both  in  th«  mission,- .  and  als^,  en  his  deeease,  ia 
Cl)ttifi^    Mr.'Bareliiy  d^  in  17^. 
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CHAP,  month  ot  August.  The  lieutenant-governor's  opening 
v*..^^  speech  to  the  assemblage  of  sachems  and  warriors  was 
^'^^'  both  happily  conceived  and  *  expressed — creditable  alike 
to  his  head  and  his  heart.  After  an  apology  for  not  havr 
ing  met  them  at  «n  earlier  day,  in'  consequenee  of  the 
prevalence  of  the  small-pox  in  !New  York,  the  infection 
of  whict  he  was  apprehensive  might  be  conveyed  among 
their  people,  he  admonished  them  ags^nst  the  dangers* 
arising  from  the  propensity  of  their  young  w3.rrior6.to 
join  the  Indians  in  the  interest  of  the  French,  in  theiif 
hostile  ei^peditions  against  the  more  distant  tribes  of  their 
own  kindred.  The  enticing  of  their  young  men  in  those 
expeditions,  he  ai^ued,  was  an  artful  device  of  the  French 
to  divide  and  weaken,  them.  ^'When  united,"  said  he, 
"you  are  like  a  strong  rope,  made  of  many  rtringa  and 
threads  twisted  together,  but  whep  separated,  we^  and 
easily  broken.  Thus  they  attempt  to  divide  and  weaken 
yoM,  by  leading  your  raeh  young  men  upon  their  distant 
wars.  They  hope  so  to  weaken  you  by  degrees,  as  by  and 
by  to  be'  able  to  conquer  you.  K  they  were  lovers  of 
liberty  themselves,  they  ought  not  to  try  to  enslave  other 
nations.'' 

It  was  doubtless  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  this  spe- 
cies of  intercourse  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  Indians 
on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  line,  that  the  former  were  so 
frequently  diq>osed  to  join  the  French-f— a  disposition  re- 
quiring so  many  largepses,  and  so  much  tact  and  activity 
to  counteract.  The  lieutenant-governor  iikewise  drew  a 
contrast  between  the  tyrannical  and  overbetwing  conduct 
of  the  French  toward  the  Indians,  as  compared  with  the 
liberal  and  humane,  treatment  which  thjs  red-men  had  al- 
ways  received  at  the  hands  of  the  English.  Whether  that 
contrast  was  in  all  respects  t  just  oAe,  it  were  bootless 
now  to  inquire. 

In  the  course  of n  the  speech,  the  lieutenant^ovemor 
attempted  to  impart  to  the  saohems  and>  warriors  some 
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wholeBome  lessons  of  filial  piety,  and  to  infuse  into  their  caAp. 
h^uarts  some  jaster  •  and  loftier  notions  of  true  courage  w^— ' 
than  were  prevalent  among  that  rude  people.  He  endea^  ^ 
Tored  to  impress  it  upon  their,  minds  that  wars  upon  wo- 
tnen  and  children  were  the  opposite  of  brave,  and  that  the 
scalps  of  such  when  brought  in  from  the  wa:r-path,  were 
the  trophies  of  cowards.  He  also  exhorted  them  to  aban- 
don the  cruelties  practiced  by  ^eir  people  in  waV  —  re- 
minding them  that  the  (cruelties  they  ii^flicted  upon  others, 
were  sure  in  the  end  to  be  visited  upon  ^  themselves  in 
return;  and  in  again  admonishing  them  against  their 
associations  witii  the  French,  he  reminded  them  of  the 
fiiiet,  that  in  some  of  their  distant  expeditions  in  company 
with  the  Indians  in  that  interest,  they  had  been  conipelled 
to  strike  the  heads  of  their  own  remote  allies,  and  some- 
times it  had  been  proved  that  they  had  struck  down  their 
own  people  —  probably  unawares. 

In  connection  with  this  intimacy  with  the  French,  Mr. 
Clarke' complained  that  some  of  the  Onondaga  chieft  had 
even  been  to  converse  with  the  governor  pf  CanacU^  after  . 
the  council  they  were  then  holding  had  been  summoned. 
StiU^  he  thanked  them,  for  the  disposition  they  had  shown 
to  keep  the  path  open  to  the  trading-post  at  Oswego,  and 
complimented  them  for  their  wisdom  in,  keeping  the 
French  from  Tierondequot.  In  conclusion  l^e  informed 
them  that  'he  had  it  in  charge  from  the  groat  king  their 
fittherj  to  negotiate  a  general  peace  among  all  the  Indians, 
60  that  they,  with  all  the  red-men  south  and  west  to  the 
great  Mississippi,  should  form  a  mighty  chain,  strong  and 
bright.  This  work,  he  said,  he  wi^  determined  to  do. 
'  The  sachems  were  shrewd  in  their  replies.  In  regard 
to  Oswego,  they  wished  "  th^ir  brother  Corlaer,*  would 

1  The  name  or  title  by  which  the  Six  NationB  alwajs  designated  the  Eng- 
lish goTemors  of  Hew  Tork.  The  original  Colaer  was  a  Qerman  trader 
greaily  beloTsd'hy  the  Six  Nations.  He  was  drowned  in  Lake  Champlala 
whSl^  on  one  of.his  Irading  tviiMi. 
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oBAP.make  powder  and  lead  cheaper  theiie,  and  pay  the  Indians 
w^-/ better  for  helpuig  to  build  their  houses."  Of  the  Tieroxi- 
^^*^*deqnot  matter  they  replied:  ♦'You  said  that  we  had  acted 
very  wisely  in  not  suffering  the  French  to  settle  at  Tie* 
rondequoty  and  that  if  they  only  had  liberty  to  build  * 
fishing-hut  there,  they  would  soon  build  a  fort  We  per* 
emeihal  both  you  cmd  the  FrenQh  intend  to  seiUe  that  pku^  but 
we  are  fully  resolved  that  nMher  you  nor  they  shall  do  it.  There 
is  a  jealou£fy  between  you  and  the  governor  of  Canada.  •  If 
either  should  settle  ther^  it  would  breed  mischie£  Buch  near 
neighbors  can  never  agree.  We  think  that  the  trading- 
houses  at  Oswego  and  Niagara  are  near  enoisigh  to  each 
other. '^  Touching  the  simile  of  the  rope,  they  said  it  was 
their  desire  to  make  it  strong  by  preserving  friendship 
with  as  many  nations  as  they  could.  ^^As  our  great  &ther 
the  great  king  has  commanded  us  that  we  should  be  as 
one  flesh  and  blood  with  the  Indians  to  the  southward  and 
westward  as  feu:  as  the  Mississippi,,  jo  we  accept  of  them  aa 
Imtkren,  that  we  may  be  united  .as  one  heart  and  one 
.^^4wi»  according  to  (the  king's  commandment  But  we 
deiire  that  some  of  the  sachems  of  those  southern  In- 
diaos  do  come  here,  which  wiU  strengthen  and  confirm 
this  treaty.  We  will  give  them  two  years  timis  to  come 
in,  and  in  the  mean  time  keep  at  home  all  our  fighting 
men."  • 

Ik  hi&  rejoinder,  the  lieutenant-governor  told  them  he 
oould  perceive  no  necessity  for  any  meeting  between  them 
and  the  chie&  of  the  south  and  we^.  He  was  already 
dothed  with  power  to  conclude  for  them  a  general  peace. 
He  fiurther  injG[>rmed.them  that  he  had  some  presents  from 
tiie  governor  pf  Virginia,  but  watt  instructed  not  to  de- 
liver the  articles  unless  they  first  received  all  the  Indians 
under  his  majesty's  protection  into  tlie  covenant  cham. 

The  result  of  the  conference,  after  the  chie&  were  made 
to  understand  that  Corlaer  was  empowered  fuUy  to  treat 
m  behalf  of  the  southern  Indians,  was,  liuit  thejr  agreed  to 


^ 
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receive  -them  all  into  ih0  covenant  chain,-^  adding :  "  and  chaf. 
we  shall  ever  look  npon  them  as  04ir  own  brethren,  and  w^-,* 
as  oar  own  .flesh,  as  if  they  had  heen  bom   and  bred 
amongst  us.    And  as  we  have  never  yet  lieen  guilty  of 
violating  treaties,,  so  you  may  depend  that  we  will  keep 
this  inviolable  to  the  end  of  the  world.*'^ 

The  eoundil  broke  up  amicably,  tod  the  Indians,  well 
laden  With  presents,  returned  to'  their  homes,  professing  a 
friendship  for  Corlaer  which  was  to  endilre  so  long  as  the 
Great  Spirit  sh6uld  cause  the  grass  to- grow  and  'the  wtttfei^ 
to  run-  But  however  firm  the  grasp  by  which  they  pur- 
posed to  hold  x)n  to  their  end  of  the  covenant' chain,  their 
good  resolutronp  were  liable  to  be  shaken  by  every  trifling 
circumstance  that  awakened  their  tinslumbering  jealousy, 
whi{e  the  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  Onondagas,  Car 
yUgas,  and  Senecas,  which  the  Jesuits  retained  tilL  the 
last^  in  all  thnes  of  peril,  rendered  their  constancy  an  ob- 
ject of  doubtful  solicitude  in  the  minds  of  the  Englishi 
Still,  the  pacification  eiibcted  by  Mr.  Clarke  contributed 
largely  to  the  repose  of  the  Six  Nations  for  the^two  enstu'^v.. 
ing  years,i— 1741  and  1742."    The  lieutenant-governor,  it 

■■■  ■■  ip^ii  ■  .pill  ■  I  ■ 

1  tJnpubliBked  minutes  of  the  ezecutiye  counoil,  'secretary  of  state's  offio<^ 

'In 'the  nfanaslsnpt  joardalfl-of  the  privy  eouncfl  which  have  nerer  been 
pnhlished,  and  whtoh  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state  hi  Albany,  it  is  stated,  under  the  date  of  &fay  thirty -jSrst,  1742,  that 
the  li^eutenant-goTernor  announeed  to  the  coiincilrboard  that  he  had  susi* 
moned  the  Six  Nations  to  meet  him  in  Albany,  on  the  aeTenth  of  June  i  bu^ 
that  he  had  net  been  able  to  obtain  th0  necessary  funds  from  the  treasurer  to 
purchase  prts^ntM  for  the  Indians.  The  treasurer  alledged  that  he  had  not 
the  money  ilor  cuhM  he  obtiun  it.  He  bad,  howeyer,  some  other  fiinds,  to  th« 
amount  of  £600,  whach  he  offered  to  furnish  t<)ward  U^js  necefesary  eapply. 
But  the  lieutenant-goyernor  said  he  could  not .  go  unless  an  amount  suffix 
eient  to  answer  the  object  eould  be  procured.  Whereupon  Mr.  Liyingstoa 
effered  to  make  the  necessary .4rdynnoe.  It  is  not  hi^wever 'Certain  that  the 
eonncil  wan  held,  Mnce  I  Irave  not  been  able  to  find  any  account  of  it  eithw 
im  Ufci  <»miwl  laiigteg  orthewturf. . 


£& 
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oB^.  is  true,  adverted  to  the  defenceless  condition  of  tiie  Indian 
wv— 'frontiers  occasionally  in  his  speeches  to  the  general  assem- 
^''^^'  bly,  especially  to  the  important  poet  of  Oswego.  But  the 
popularity  of  My.  Clarke  was  rapidly  on  the  wane.  Chief 
Justice  De  Lancy,  the  master  spirit  of  the  council,  having 
rather  abandoned  him,  and  attached  himself  to  the  popu- 
lar party,  managed  to  preserve  a  considerate  coolness  on 
tji«  part  of  that  body  towaKl  their  executive  head,  while 
the  house  heeded  but  little  his  recommendations. 

The  only  subject  of  local  excitement,  however,  during 
the.  year  1741,  was  the  celeb^pated  plot  supposed  to  have 
been  discovered  on  the.  part  of  the  negroes,  to  murder  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Ydrk,  and  ravage  and  bum  the  city,— 
an  afiGa.ir  which  reflects  little  credit  either  upon  the  dift- 
comment,  or  the  humanity,  of  that  generation. 
.  The  burning  of  the  public  buildings,  comprising  the 
governor's  residence,  the  secretary's  oflice,  the  chapel  and 
barracsks,  in  March,  1741,! —  an  occurrence  which  has  al- 
ready been  anticipated  in  a  note  to  a  preceding  page,  was 
•  first  announced  to  the  general  assembly,  by  the  lieutenant- 
governor  as  the  result  of  an  accident, — a  plumber,  who 
liad  been  engaged  upon  some  repairs,  having  left  fire  in 
a  gutter  between  the  honse  and  chapel.  But  several  other 
fires  occurring  shortly  afterward,  in  different  parts  of  ,the 
city,—  some  of  them,  perhaps,  under  circumstances  that 
eould  not  readily  be  explained,  suspicions  were  awakened 
that  the  whole  were  acts  of  incendiaries.  'Kot  a  chimney 
caught  fire,-*-and  they  were  not  at  that  day  very  well 
swept,— but  the  Incident  was  attributed  to  design.  Such 
was  the  ca^e  in  respect  to  the  chimney  of  Captain  War- 
ren's house,  situated  near  the  ruins  of  the  public  buildings, 
by  the  taking  fire  of  which  the  roof  was  partially  destroyed, 
afid  otiier  instances  might  be  enumerated.  Suspicion,  to 
borrow  the  language  of  Shakespeare,  "hath  a  ready 
tongue,"  and  l^  "all  stuck  ftiU  of  eyes,"  which  are  not 
easily  pu^  to  aleep»    Incidents  and  cireumstaaces^  ordlntay 
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and  extraordinary,  wfere  seized  upon  and  brouglit  together  chap. 
by  comparison,  until  it  became  obvious  to  all  that  there  ^v^ 
was'  actually  a  conspiracy  for  compassing  such  a  stupeu-  ^^^^ 
dous  act  of  arson  as  the  burning  of  the  entire  town  and 
murder  of  the  people.  Nor  was  it  long  before  the  plot 
was  fastened  upon  the  negro  slaves  —  then  forming  no  in- 
consideiuble  portion  of  the  population.  A  negro,  with 
violent  geaticulatioh,  had  been  heard  to  utter  some  term* 
of  unintelligible  jargon,  in  which  the  *  words  *^  fire,  fiife, 
scorch,  scorch,"  were  heard  articulated,  or  Supposed  to  be 
heard.  The  crew  of  a  Spanish  ship,  -brought  int6  the 
port  as  a  "prize,  were  sold  into  slavery.  They  were  sus- 
pected of  disaffection,  as  well  they  might  be,  and  yet 
be  innocent ;  seized,  and  thrown  into  prison.  Coaler 
Were  found  disposed,  as  was  i^uppCraed,  for  burning  a  hay- 
stack; a  negit)  had  been  ^een  jumping  bver  a  fence,  and 
flying  from  a  house  that  had  taken  fire,  in  another  place ; 
and  in  a  word  a  vast  variety  of  incidents^  trifling  and  un- 
important, were  collated,  and  talked  over,  until  universal 
consternation  seized  upon  the  inhabitants,  from  the  high- 
est to' the  lowest.  As  Hume  remarks  of  the  Popish  plot 
in  the  feign  of  Charles  U^  ^^each  breath  of  rumor  made 
the  people  start  With  anxiety;  their  enemies,  they  thought, 
were  in  tiieir  bosoms.  They  were  awakened  from  their 
slumbers  by  the  cry  of  Plotj  imd  like  men  afl[righted,  and 
in  the  dark^  took  every  fi^ui*^  for  a  spectre.  The  terror 
of  each  man  became  a  source  of  terror  to  anOther.^  And, 
an  universal  panic  being  diff\lsed,  reason,  and  argument^ 
and  common  sense,  and  common  humanity,  lost  all  influ- 
ence over  them.'*^  A  Titus  Oates  was  found  in  the  per* 
son  of  a  poor  v^ak  servant-girl  in  a  sailof's  boarding-, 
house,  named  Mary  Burton,  who,  after  much  importunity 

^Qooiedb/  I>unl»p,  wlio  hais  giten  a  good  collection  of  fliots  respeoflsg 
QdtraaarkAble  plot,  thoujj^  aot  rendered  inte  a  well-digested  nartatiTe. 
8n  j^ipU  i(xi,  6f  hie  JTitrofy. 
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ow^* confessed  that  she  had^lieard  certain  negroes,  in  the  pre- 
v-v-^  ceding  February,  conferring  in  privi^te,  for  the  purpose 
1741.  ^£  getting  the  town  on  fire.  She  at  first  confined  the  con- 
spirators tov  blacks  J  but  afterward  severe  white  persons 
were  included,  among  whom  were  her  landlord,  ■whi;)8e 
name  was  Hughson,  hi^  wife,  another  maidrservant,  and  a 
Boman  Catholic  named  Ury»  Some  other,  information 
Was  obtained  from  other  informers,  •  and  numerous  .a^ests. 
were  made ;  and  the  several  strong  apartments  in  the  .Cit^ 
Hftll,  called  "the  jails,**,  were  crowded  with  prisontxrs, 
amounting  in  numbers  to  t<went7.8ix.  whites  and  above 
one  hundred  and .  sixty  slaves.^ :  Kumerous  executions 
took  place,  upon  the  most  frivolous  and  unsatisfactory  tes* 
.  timony;  but  jurors  and  mftgistrateij  were  alike  panic* 
stricken  and  wild  with  terror.  Among  the  sufferers  were 
Hughson,  his  wife,  ^and  the  piaid-servant,  as  also  the,  Ra» 
manist  Urj,  who  was  capitally  accused,  not  only  as  a  con- 
spirator, ;hut  for  officiating  as  a  priest,  upon  an  old  law  ^f 
the  colony,  heretofore  mentioned  as  having  been  p^sed 
at  the  instance  of  Governor  Bella^iont,  to  ddve  the  French 
missionaries  from  among  the  Indians.  ^'  Tbe  whole  sum- 
mer was  spent  in.  the  prosecutionfi ;  every  new  trial  led  to 
further/ accusations :  a  cpincideuceof  slight  circujnstances 
was.magnified  by  the  general  terror  into  violent  presump- 
tions; tales  collected  without  doors,  mingling  with,  the 
proo&  given  at  Ute  bar,  poisoned  the  minds  of  the  jurors ; 
and  this  sanguinaly  spirit  of  the  day  suffered  no  check  until 
Mary,  the  capital  informer^  bewildered  by  frequent  exami- 
nations and  suggestions,  began  to  touch  characters  which 
malice  itself  dafed  not  suspect.**  Then,  as  in  the  case  of 
the.  Popish  pldt,  and  the  prosecutions  for  witchcraft  in 
Balem,  the  magistrates  and  jurors  began  .to  pause.  But 
not  until  many  had  been  sent  to  their  final  account  by  the 
spirit  of  fanaticism  which  had  berefHi  men.  of  their  reason, 

.  iSmlth'B^Mtofyo/A'MrTorA^ToLii^  pp.  70,75. 
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as  innoceiit  of  the  charges  laid  against  them  as  the  con-  chap. 
victing  courts  anfl  juroiis  themselves.  Thirteen  negfoesv-^— ^ 
were  burnt  at  the  stake,  eighteen  were  hanged,  and  sev-  ^^^^' 
enty  transported.^ 

1  Smith.  Daniel  HomnandeB,  ikt^  third  jqaim  of  the  suprepie  court, 
pnhliihed  the  history  of  this  strange  affair  in  a  ponderous  quarto.  He  was 
concerned  in  the  administration  of  the  judioial  proceedings,  however,  and 
wrote  his  history  before  the  delusion  had  passed  away,  dhief  Justice  De 
Laaeey  presided  tt  least  at  lome  of  the  trials ;  and  he,  toe,  though  an  able 
•■d  olear-miaded  nati,  Wss  oiarried  away  by  the  delusion. 


CHAPTER    II:  ' 

a 

1742—1744. 

CHAP.  Few  names  in  the  colonial  history  of  the  United  States^ 
^-v— '  have  descended  to  the  present  day  with  gi*eater  rehown, 
^'^^  than  that  of  Sir  William  Johnsqn>  Bart.  Yet,  notwith- 
.  standing  its  frequent  occurrence  in  th6  annals  of  his  times^ 
and  its  intimate  association  with  the  public  affairs  of  the 
country  during  the  period  of  neariy  forty  years  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  American  revolution,  it  may  well  be 
questioned  whether  the  life  and  character  of  any  other 
public  n^an,  equally  distinguished,  have  been  so  inade- 
quately appreciated,  or  so  imperfectiy  understood.  Com- 
ing to  America  at  the  instance  of  a  relative,  when,  if  not 
a  mere  youth  of  fifteen,  he  was  certainly  a  very  young 
man,  he  threw  himself  boldly  into  the  wilderness,  and 
with  but  little  assistance,  became  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune  and  fame.  From  the  subordinate  station  of  an 
agent  in  charge  of  the  landed  property  of  his  relative,  hte 
became  successively  a  former,  a  dealer  in  peltries,  a  mer- 
chant,  a  government  contractor,  a  general  in  the  armies 
of  his  adopted  country,  and  a  baronet  of  the  British 
realm, — possessed  of  an  estate  of  great  value,  and  tran- 
scending in  extent  the  broadest  domains  of  the  nobles  of 
his  parent-land.  The  hero  alike  of  veritable  history  and 
of  romance,  his  .actual  career  being  withal  more  romantic 
by  far  than  any  of  the  tales  which  the  writers  of  fiction 
have  succeeded  in  inventing  for  him,  his  character, —  from 
the  wild  border-life  which  he  led,  and  •  from  his  associa- 
tions, both  in  civilized  life  and  as  connected  with  the  In- 
diansy  and  the  wonderful  influence  he  acquired  over  the 


V     • 
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latter, —  has  been  invested,  both  in  books  and  by  tradition,  chap, 
with  qualities  strange  aud  undefinable, — such  indeed  aa^v^ 
are  believed  to  have  appertained  to  no  other  man  of  his  ^^* 
own,  or  of  any  other  age.^ 

WiLUAM  Johnson, — afterward  Sie  William  Johnson, 
Bart.,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Christopher  Johnson,  Esquire, 
of  Warren  town,  county  of  Down,  Ireland, — of  ^  family 
ancient  in  its  descent,  and  honorable  in  its  alliances.  Hi§ 
mother  was  Anne  Warren,  sister  of  the  brothers  Oliver 
uid  >Peter,—  afterward  Sir  Peter  Warren,  K.  B, —  whose 
names  are  identified  with  the  naval  glory  of  England. 
The  Warrens  were  of  an  old  and  honorable  &mily,  pos- 
sessing an  estate  in  the  couuty  of  Down  from  the  first 
arrival  of  the  English  in  Ireland.  Oliver  Warren,  the 
eldest  son  of  his  father,  was  a  captain  in  the. royal  n^vy^ 
and  served  with  reputation  during  the  reigns  of  Queen 
Anne  and  George  the  First.'  Peter,  the  youngest  son, 
having  been  trained  to  the  nautieal  profession  under  the 
immediate  eye  of  his  brother,  was  appqinted  in  the  sum* 
mer  of  1727,  to  the  command  of  the  Qraflon,  one  of  the 
four  ships  of  the  line  sent  out  under  Sir  George  Walton, 
to  join  Sir  Charles  Wager,  then  in  the  Mediterr^^an 
command.  Captain  Warren  did  not  long  oontinne  in  the 
Grafton,  having  been  soon  after  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar, 
transferred  to  the  Solebay  fiigate,  for  the  purpose  of  car-i 
lying  to  the  West  Indies  the  orders  of  the  king  of  Spam 

>  See  the  admirable  ntire  by  Charles  Johnson,  entitled  Ckrytal^^  tke 
Adwenhirt*  of  a  Ouinea ;  Vol.  iii,  book  ii,  ohaptera  1,  2,  and  3.  f%e 
DuUkmm*9  FU-eHde,  hy  Paulding ;  and  also  Tke  Oip^ir,  hj  G.  F.  B.  Jaaet; 
te  iaj  nothing  of  minor  tales  and  romances.  Neither  of  the  writers  of  the 
ini  mentioned  three  works  appears  to  hare  understood  the  tme  eharaeter 
iff  ttr  William  Johnson.  The  satire  in  Chrytal  is  a  gross  exaggeration  of 
fkn  «nrors  in  the  baronet's  life.  Paulding's  exaggerations  are  equally  grtei 
tetaoiher'respeet;  while  the  delitieatioa  8;ttempted  bj  Junes  iann'vfette 
ftdlure. 

*  MSS.  Of  Sir  WiUlun  JohMOB. 

I 
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dHAF.  for  executing  the  preliminaries  of  peace  agreed  upon  be- 
s-v— '  tween  that  monarch  and  Great  Britain,  He  sailed  upon 
^^^'  this  service  in  May,  1728 ;  and  having  executed  the  com- 
mission with  which  he  was  charged,  iti  pursuance  -to  his 
instructions,  he  sailed  from  the  West  Indies  to  South  Caro- 
lina,—  returning  to  England  in  the  following  year.  Im- 
mediately on  his  arrival  he  was  appointed  to  the  Leopard, 
of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the  fleet  which  during  the  years  1729 
and  1730,  rendezvoused  at  Spithead,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Charles  Wager,  Captain  Warren  commanded  the 
Leopard  until  after  1785,  in  which  year  he  accompanied 
Sir  J,  Norris  to  Lisbon. 

This  account  of  the  earlier  service  of  Sir  Peter  Warren, 
after  his  promotion  to  the  command  of  a  ship,  has  been 
dravm  from  Chamock*s  Biographia  NavaliSy  and  is  con- 
ceived to  be  at  least  not  irrelevant,  from  the  relatioilB 
which  subsisted  between  him  and  the  immediate  Bubject 
of  these  memoirs.  During  the  period  under  considenir 
tion,  and  long  afterward,  the  domicil  of  Captain  Warren 
was  in  the  city  and  colony  of  New  York*    He  married  the 

iThe  dwelling-lioutfe  No.  1,  Broadway,  formorly  tke  residenoe  of  Na- 
tliaiiiel  Prime,  and  now  (1864),  iho  Washingioii  Hotel,  was  built  by  Cap- 
taia  Warrea./  Neither  pains  nor  ei^pense  were  spared  to  make  it  one  of 
the  finest  mansions  in  this  country.  The  plans  were  all  sent  out  firom  Lis- 
bon. The  teterior  and  interior  being  similar  in  erery  respect  to  that  of 
the  British  ambassador  residing  at  the  Portuguese  capital.  The  honse 
was  fifty-six  feet  on  Broadway,  and  when  erected,  the  rear  of  the  lot  was 
bounded  by  the  North  rirer.  Greenwioh  street  was  not  then  opened  or 
built — the  North  river  washed  the  shore.  One  room  of  this  edifioe^de- 
■erree  partteular  notice,  being  the  banqueting  roomt  twenty-six  by  forty, 
and  was  used  on  aU  great  occasions.  After  the  British  forces  captured  New 
Tovk,  in  the  war  of  the  American  rcTolution,  being  the  most  promineat 
boose,  it  was  the  head-quarters  of  the  distinguished  British  commanden. 
'Sir  Winiam  Howe,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  Sir  Ouy  Carlton,  afterwasd 
Iiord  Dorchester,  aU  in  succession  occupied  this  house,  and  it  is  a  mame- 
rable  fast  that  the  celebrated  Major  Andre,  then  adjutant-general  of  the 
British  forces,  and  aid  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  resided  in  this  house,  being 
^  the  fiunily  of  Sir  Henfy,  and  departed  from  its  portals  nerer  to  retum. 
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sister  of  James  De  Lancey,  long  the  chief  justice  of  the-cHAp. 
colony,  and  for  several  years  lieutenant-governor.*   I  have  w^-/ 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  time  when  Captain  "Warren  ^^^ 
came  to  America  to  reside.    Equally  difficult,  among  con- 
flicting authorities,  is  the  task  of  fixing  upon  Ihe  date  of 
his  nephew's  arrival  in  this  country.    No  farther  mention 
is  made  of  Captain  Warren  in  the  naval  history  of  Eng- 
land firom  the  time  of  his  sailing  to  Lisbon,  in  1736,  until 
after  the  rupture  with  Spain,  when,  in  the  year  1741,  he 
was  in  command  of  the  Squirrel,  a  twetity-gun  phip,  on 
the  American  station.. 

It  seems  hardly  probable,  from  the  a^e  of  Warren,  and 
£pom  the  active  service  in  which  he  was  engaged,  that  he 
could  have  settled  in  America  at  an  earlier  period  than 
the  year  1735.  He  was  bom  in  1704, ''and  was  conse-. 
quently  but  twenly-three  years  of  age  when  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  Grafton. 

William  Johnson,  his  nephew^  was  bom  in  the  year 
1715.  According  to  Doctor  Dwight,  as  written  in  his 
travels,  and  acc9rding  to  the  biographical  dictionaries  also, 
Mr.  Johnson  was  called  to  America  by  his  uncle,  Sir 
Peter  Warren,  in  the  year  1735,  tjo  superintend  a  large 
estate  which  the  latter,  shortly  after  his  marriage,  had 
purchased  in  the  Mohawk  valley.  I  have  besides  an 
old  manuscript,   furnished   by  the   Samnions  family  of 

when  be  went  up  the  North  river,  ftnd  arranged  his  treasonable  project 
wUFlhe  traitor  Arnold  at  West  Point. 

'  'The  name  of  James  D«  Lancey  will  be  of  frequent  recurrence  in  the 
progress  of  this  work.  He  wns  the  son  of  Stephen  De  Lnncey,  a  French 
Huguenot  gentTeman  from  Caen,  iji  Nortnnndy,  who  fled  from  persecution 
in  France.  Settling  lA  New  York  in  J 686,  he  married  a  daughter  of  M. 
Van  Court landt;  and  was  thus  xsonnected  with  one  of  the  most  opulent  fami* 
UmIh  the  province.  He  was  alsb  an  jictive  member  of  the  house  of  assem- 
bly daring  the  administration  of  Governor  Hunter.  His  son  James  was 
seat  to  Cambridge  University  (England),  for  his  education ;  and  bred  to 
the  profe^Mion  of  the  law.  On  being  elcvntod.  to  the  bench,  such  was  his 
talents  and  appiicaUon,  ke  became  a -very  profound  lawyer. 
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OBAP.  Johnstown,  which  states  that  the  young  adventurer  came 
w^-z.to  America  vrith  Captain  Warren  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
1742.  Ifeither  of  these  dates,  however,  is  correct,  as  Jcv^nson 
himself  distinctly  states  .in  a  letter  written  to  the  lords  of 
trade  under  date  of  October  thirteenth,  1764,  that  he  came 
to  America  in  the  year  1738.  Johnson  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age;  and  his  arrival  must  have  been  shortly 
after  the  weak  and  turbulent  administration  of  Governor 
Cosby.  Although  in  the  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade  just 
cited,  the  writer  does  not  state  the  season  of  the  year  in 
which  he  came  to  America,  yet  it  was  probably  in  the 
luring,  since  in  the  fall  of  1738,  he  was  already  settled  in 
the  Mohawk  country  and  had  begun  the  cultivation  of  his 
land.  The  document  of  the  earliest  date  which  Ihave  found 
among  the  Johnson  manuscripts,  is  a  letter  from  Captain 
Warren  to  his  nephew,  whom  he  familiarly  addresses 
as  "Dear  BUJtyJ*'  It  was  dated  at  Boston,  November 
twentieth,  1788,  at  which  place  the  captain  probably 
{^adsed  several  months,  since  he  suggested  a  shipment  of 
wheart;,  com,  and  other  farming  produce,  to  be  made  by 
his  AephefW  from  Albany  to  his  order  in  Boston^  early  in 
the  following  spring. 

The  estate  purchased  by  Captain  Warren  in  the  Mo- 
hawk country,  heretofore  alluded  to,  consisted  of  a  tract 
pf  land  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  near  the  junc- 
tion of  the  .Mohawk  and  Schoharie  kill,  called  Warrens- 
buah.  S^m  the  letter  j\Lst  cited,  it  appears  that  young 
Johnson  was  engaged  in  the  double  capacity  of  forming  a 
settlement  upon  the  lands  of  his  uncle,  and  bringing  lands 
into  cultivation  for  himself —  keeping,  also,  though  upon 
a  small  scale,  a  country  store,  in  which  his  uncle  was  a 
partner.  But  the  means  of  neither  of  the  parties  could 
have  been  great  at  that  time ;  such  at  least  is  the  inference 
from  the  letter,  which  is  long,  and  abounds  in  many  details 
and  directions,  in  what  was  evidentiy  at  that  time  a  com- 
paratively limited  business.    The  captain  writes :  ^^  I  have 
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received  yours  of  the  twenty-sixth  and  thirtieth  of  October,  chap. 
and  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  in  health,  and  go  on  w^-^ 
briskly  with  your  settlements."  Respecting  the  meanff^*^*^' 
fbr  prosecuting  the  enterprise,  the  letter  says:  "I  am 
sorry  you  have  been  obliged  to  draw  for  more  on  New 
Yoris:  than  I  directed ;  but  as  it  is,  I  presume,  for  goods 
fhat  will  bring  part  of.  the  amount  in  again,  I  am  not  dis- 
pleased with  it ;  yet  I  will  not  go  beyond  two  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  in  making  the  settlement,  and  that  to 
be  complete  in  three  years  from  your  first  beginning, 
which  will  make  the  whole  six  hundred  pounds.  I  desire 
in  your  next  you  will  let  me  know  how  much  you  have 
had  from  New  York  in  money  and  goods."  Sailor  that 
he  was,  the  captain  understood  the  policy  of  cutting  his 
patent  into  small  farms.  ^^The  smaller  the  farms,"  he 
remarks,  ^'the  more. the  land  that  will  be  sold,  and  the 
better  the  improvements  will  be."  The  captain  had  also 
some  taste  for  horticulture:  '^t  hope  you  will  plant  a 
large  orchard  in  the  spring.  It  won*.t  hinder  your  Indian 
com,  nor  grass,  as  you  will  plant  your  trees  at  a  great  dis- 
tance." He  had  likewise  taste  and  forecast  on  the  sub- 
ject of  clearing  lands :  ^^  As  you  have  great  help  now, 
you  will  girdle  many  acres  ;^  in  doing  which  I  would  be 
regular,  and  do  it  in  square  fields,  leaving  hedge-rows  at 
each  eide,  which  will  keep  the  land  warm,  be  veiy  beauti- 
ful, and  subject  you  to  no  more  expense  than  doing  it  in  a 
slovenly,  irregular  manner."    This  prudential  suggestion 

I  «*  Girdling  trees,"  is  a  preliminary  process  often  adopted  in  the  clearing 
of  wild  land,  which  facilitates  the  labor  1)7  reliering  the  az-man  of  a  part 
of  his  labor*  The  operation  oonsista  in  making  a  deep  oiroalar  cut  around 
the  trunks  of  the  trees  of  any  magnitude,  which  draws  off  the  sap,  and 
cansea  the  tree  to  die  in  the  course  of  a  couple  of  years.  The  trunks  and 
limbs  of  the  trees,  becoming  dry,  are  then  readily  subject  to  the  action  of 
Are,  and  the  foresters  are  thereby  often  reUeyed  of  mueh  heary  labor ;  while 
by  the  absenee  of  the  foliage,  the  earth  has  already  been  partially  warmed 
%j  the  ion,  and  ia  in  rtspeot  of  decaying  toots  rendered  mooh  easier  of 
eoltiratioB. 
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CHAP,  in  fevor  of  leaving  hedge-rows  of  trees  and  shrubs  for  or- 
w^— 'jiament,  proves  that  Captain  Warren  had  not  yet  imbibed 
that  vandal  taste  so  characteristic  of  the  early  Anglo- 
American  proprietors,  inducing  then^  to  think  that  the 
finest  country,  and  most  beautiful,  from  which  the  timber 
and  every  verdant  object  has  been  most  carefully  removed. 
The  following  passage  from  the  letter,  shows  that  the  pa- 
tron and  his  nephew  were  in  a  kind  of  partnership,  in  the 
mercantile  line.  After  enumerating  various  articles  of 
goods,  of  small  amounts,  which  the  captain  had'  ordered 
from  England  and  Ireland,  the  letter  proceeds :  "  You  see 
you  will  have  a  pretty  good  cargo*  The  whole  proceeds 
of  it  must  be  remitted  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be  laid  out 
again,  till  you  with  your  increase  will  have  a  very  large 
store  of  goods  of  all  kinds  proper  for  the  country.  Pray 
let  me  know  what  rum,  and  all  things  sell  for  there,  such 
as  axes,  and  other  wrought  iron.  These  I  would  send 
from  hence ;  if  Tfound  the  profit  great,  I  would  soon  have 
a  thousand  pounds  worth  of  goods  there."  The  following 
sentence  indicates  that  the  nephew  had  already  com- 
menced the  fur-trade,  which  he  afterward  prosecuted  to 
a  great  extent,  and  doubtless  to  great  profit :  ^'  As  for 
what  skins  you  can  procure,  I  will  send  them  to  London, 
and  the  produce  of  them  shall  be  sent  you  in  proper 
goods,*'  Captain  Warren,  as  already  stated,  was  brother- 
in-law  to  James  De  Lancey,  afterward  chief  justice  of  the 
province  and  subsequently  lieutenant-governor.  But  the 
date  of  his  marriage  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  It 
must,  however,  have  been  some  years  before  that  of  the 
letter  uldder  consideration ;  for  in  this  the  captain  re- 
marks :  "  My  wife  and  two  daughters  are  very  well."  The 
letter  concludes  thus ,  "  I  will  send  for  books  for  you  to 
keep  your  accounts,  which  you  must  do  very  regularly.  I 
have  no  more  to  add  at  this  time  but  my  service  to  all 
ignendg  aad  to  wii^  you  welL    Captain  l^elson^  who,  I 
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hear,  is  going  to  Fort  Httnter,*  lias  been  so  kind  as  to  cii ap. 
promise  to  spare  you  some  muskets  for  your  house.    K  ^—v-^ 
he  be  there,  my  service  to  him.     Keep  well  with  all  man-  ^^*^' 
)dnd.     Act  with  honor  and  honesty.    Don't  be  notional, 
as  some    of   our  countrymen  are  often  foolishly;    and 
don't  say  anything  of  the  badness  of  the  patroon's  horses, 
tor  it  may  be  taken  amiss.    He  is  a  near  relation  of  my 
wife,  and  may  have  it  in  his  power  very  niuch  to  serve 
yon.^    Get  thd  bfest  kind  of  fruit-trees  for  the  orchard,  if 
they  cost  something  more,  and  a  good  nursery  would  not 
be  amiss.    My  love  to  Mick.    Live  like  brothers,  and  I 
will  be  an  affectionate  uncl6  to  you  both. 

P.  WAEREK" 

Who  was  "Miok,"  I  do  not  know,  but  his  name  occurs 
twice.  The  letter  itself  forms  a  singular  medley,  in  which 
matters  of  every  description  are  set  down  without  arrange- 
menty  just  as  they  came  into  the  mind  of  the  writer.  I 
have  made  the  greater  use  of  it  not  only  because  it  is  the 
only  manuscript  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  from  a  man 
who  afterward  became  illustrious  in  the  service- of  his 
eountzy,  but  also  because  that  while  it  sheds  a  few  glimpses 
of  light  upon  a  portion  of  his  own  private  life,  it  afibrds 
authentic  information  as  to  the  comparatively  humble  be- 
ginnings  of  one,  whose  carJeer  in  after-life  filled  so  wide  a 
space  in  the  public  eye,  and  whose  name  is  of  such  fre- 
quent and  honorable  record  in  the  history  of  his  adopted 
country. 

Other  testimony  to  the  same  point  might  be  adduced, 
were  it  necessary.    I  have  a  manuscript,  giving  some  ac- 

^  Fort  9anter  was  tX  the  moaih  of  the  Sehoharie  kill, —  the  site  of  the 
lower  cattle  of  the  Mohawka.  The  Indian  name  of  the  plaee  was  Djionda- 
ro|^n« 

*  Hr.  De  Lanoej  through  the  Van  Conrtlandt  family  was  connected  with 
that  of  tha  ^atroei^  of  Albany.    Hence  the  relationship  referred  to  in  the 
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CHAP,  count  of  Sir  William's  life,  furnished  by  the  late  Thomas 
v^^Sammoms,  who  in  his  boyhood  knew  the  baronet.  It 
^7^-  speaks  of  his  humble  beginning  at  Warrensbush,  but  dates 
his  settlement  there  in  1734,  at  the  age  of  nineteen;  which, 
for  reasons  already  stated,  must  have  been  at  least  four 
years-too  early.  According  to  this  authority,  young  John- 
son was  wont  to  ride  to  mill,  on  horse-back,  with  very  in- 
different equipihents,  to  Caughnawaga,  on  the  opposite  or 
north  side  of  the  river,  distant  from  Warrensbush  fifteen 
miles.  He  showed  himself  a  man  of  enterprise  from  the 
first,  clearing  a  large  farm  for  himself  erecting  a  store- 
house, and  immediately  opening  a  trade  wiih  the  white 
inhabitants  and  also  with  the  Indians.  His  style  of  living 
was  plain,  and  his  industry  great  His  figure  was  robust, 
and  his  deportment  manly. and  commanding,'  Yet  he 
made  himself  very  friendly  and  familiar  among  the  peo* 
pie,  with  whom  he  .mingled  in  their  rustic  sports,  and 
speedily  became  popular.  Of  this  feict  he  was  not  uncon- 
scious himself.  In  a  letter  to  his  uncle,  dated  May  tenth, 
1739,  he  says :  "  As  to  my  keeping  in  with  all  people,  yon 
may  assure  yourself  of  it, ^  dear  uncle,  for  I  dare  say  I  have 
the  goo^  will  of  all  people  whatsoever,  and  am  much  re- 
spected,—  very  much  on  your  account, —  and  on  account 
of  my  own  behaviour,  which  I  trust  in  Gk)d  shaU  always 
continue.'* 

Young  Johnson  likewise  succeeded,  beyond  all  other 
men,  in  winning  the  confidence  and  afiection  of  the  Mo- 
hawk Indians,  whose  most  considerable  town,  Dyiondaro- 
gon,  was  but  ia  few  miles  distant.  His  trade  with  them 
had  already  become  considerable,  and  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prise which  was  rapidly  to  raise  him  to  fortune,  T^as  mani- 
fested in  the  letter  to  his  uncle  just  cited,  wherein  he  thus 
early  spoke  of  opening  a  trading-house  at  Oghkwaga,^ —  a 

« 

^  It  18  a  perptoxing  matUr  to  fix  tiie  orthographj  of  Indian  names,  eitJbtr 
of  men,  or  places,  or  things.    For  example,  this  place  is  now  usuaUj 
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settlement  of  the  Six  Nations  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  chap, 
some  two  hundred  miles  south  of  the  Mohawk..  The  ad-  v-v— ^ 
vantages  of  a  trading  expedition  to  Oghkwaga  he  thought 
better  than  were  offered  at  Oswego,  where  there  were 
already  a  parcel  of  mere  sharpers  in  the  trade.  It  appears 
fiEu*ther  by  this  letter,  that  Mr.  Johnson  had  given  offence 
to  his  uncle  by  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land,  on  the  oppo- 
site aide  of  the  river,  to  which  his  patron  was  apprehen- 
sive he  might  remove.  From  the  description,  or  rather 
the  tenor  of  thu  nephew's  letter  in  reply,  the  purchase  was 
of  the  lot  upMi  which  he  subsequently  settled,  known  to 
this  day  ad  Mount  Johnson,  and  where  the  old  massive 
stone  mansion  erected  by  hifti  yet  stands^  Biit  Mr.  John- 
son protested  to  his  unde  th^t  he  had  bo  design  of  remov- 
ing to  his  new  purchase,  having  made  it,  he  said,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  a  valuable  water-power,  on  which  he 
proposed  to  erect  a^aw-mill,  that  would  be  certain  to  yield 
a  profit  of  full  forty  pounds  per  annum. 

.In  regard  to  the  early  education  of  Mr.  Johnson,  I  have 
succeeded  in  obtaining  no  satisfactory  information.  It  is 
presunied  that  he  did  not  receive  the  advantages  of  a  uni- 
versity course  of  instruction ;  while  the  presumption  is 
equally  strong  that  he  had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  some 
classical  school  where  other  languages  than  the  English 
were  taught  I  have  found  among  l^is  private  correspond- 
ence, letters  addressed  to  him'  both  in  S^rench  and  Latin, 
which  were  filed  away  with  endorsements  in  his  own  hand- 

written  Oquago.  The  Rer.  Mr.  Hawley,  howeTer,  a  missionary  t^o  ihe  In- 
dians, and  a  ootemporary  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  in  hhi  journal  to  this 
plaee,  spells  it  Onoho^gwftge.  I  have  adopted,  in  the  Life  of  Brant,  flrom 
his  own  manuscript,  the  orthography  given  above  in  the  text.  The  plaoe 
and  river  now  known  as  UnadiUa,  are  spelt  by  Mr.  Hawley,  Teyond^l- 
houglu  By  Brant  it  was  contrasted  to  Tunadilla.  The  large  creek  flow- 
ing into  ihe  Susquehanna  some  ten  or  fifteen  miles  south  of  Coopers^own, 
called  Qtego,  was  ifriUen.by  Mr.  Hawley,  Wautdghe;  which  is  tlye  bettfr 
Indian. 
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CHAP,  writing,  always  in  the  language  in  wtich  the  letters  them- 
w^^  selves  were  respectively  written.  And  it  will  subsequently 
^^^*  appear  from  the  invoices  6f  books  ordered  for  his  private 
library  fi^m  his  correspondents  m  London,  in  the  days  of 
his  prosperity,  that  his  seleotions  indicated  not  only  a 
mind  of  considerable  cultivation,  but  also  of  a  scientific 
turn.  There  is  yet  greater  difficulty  in  fixing  the  date  of 
his  marriage,  or  giving  any  satisfactory  account  of  the 
family  with  which  he  became  thus  connected.  It  is  be* 
lieved  that  he  married  young,  probably  aljput  1740, —  cer- 
tainly  in  the  earlier  years  of  his  residence  in^ihe  Mohawk 
country,-^  and  the  object  of  his  choice  is  supposed  to  haviQ 
been  a  young  German  woman  by  the  name  of  Catherine 
Wisen,berg,  a  plain  country  girl  of  no  social  position,  but 
gifted  with  good  sound  sense,  and  a  mild  and  gentle  dia» 
position.. 

Having  thus  introduced  to  the  reader  the  principal  bio- 
graphical subject  of  tiiese  memoirs,  with  some  of  his  fam- 
ily connections,  it  is  necessary  for  the  preservation,  as  &r 
as  may  be,  of  chronologi<^al  order,  to  resume  again  the 
thread  of  Indian  history,  at  the  point  of  its  termination  in 
the  preceding  chapter. 

In  the  summer  of  1742,  the  Six  Nations,  by  a  large  del- 
egation of  counselors,  chiefs,  and  warriors,  numbering  in 
all  upward  of  seventy  persons,  visited  Philadelphia  to  hold 
a  treaty  with  their  brother  Onas,  governor  of  Pennsylva- 
nia.^ It  appears  that  by  an  antecedent  treaty,  the  SixNa- 
tipns,  claiming  the  country  of  the  Delawares  by  right  of 
c6nquest,  had  released  to  Onas  their  claim  to  all  the  lands 
on  both  sides  of  the  Susquehanna,  from  the  Endless  moun 
tains,  or  Kittochtinny  hills,  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
Pennsylvauia.    At  the  time,  of  inaldng  that  relinquish 

1 0vA8,  in  the.  Iroquois  language,  Bignifies  a  Pm,  and  if  as  the  title  by 
whieh  Willian  Penn  waa  addressed,  hy  the  Indians,  and  tl|e  i^oveniors  wfaq 
snoeeedad  Irfm. 
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ment,  they  had  received  payment  in  goods,  for  the  terri-  ohap« 
tory  ceded  on  the  east  side  of  the  river;  but  preferred w^^ 
waiting  for  the  balance  due  for  the  lands  on  the  other  side  ^^^ 
untUamore  convenient  season^  It  was  for  the  purpose 
of  closing  that  negotiq^tion,  therefore,  that  the  council  of 
1742  was  convened.  The  deputation  was  headed  by  the 
celebrated  Onondaga  counselor,  Canassateego, —  one  of 
the  ablest  orators  and  wisest  sachems  of  his  race, —  and 
by  the  Cayuga  chief  Shicolamy,  or  Shikellimus,  £&ther  of 
the  famous  Logan,  who  was  afterward  immortalized  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  Notes  on  Virginia.  Shicolamy  was  at 
that  period  residing  with  a  clan  of  his  people  at  Shamo- 
kin.  It  was  the  policy  of  the  Iroquois  Confederracy,  in  ac- 
cidental conformity  with  that  of  the  Romans,  to  plant 
military  colonies  in  the  countries  they  conquered,  and  that 
at  Shamokin  was  one  of  them.  Deputations  were  also 
present  from  the  fihawanese,  then  residing  at  Wajomick, 
or  Wyoming;  from  the  Nantikokes,  who  had  removed 
from  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland  to  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  the  Wyoming  valley ;  frqm  the  Delawares;  and 
from  the  Canestogoes, —  a  clan  of  the  Oneidas,  planted  in 
Central  Pennsylvania.  The  interpreter  was  Conrad  Wei- 
ser,  a  faithfrd  man,  enjoying  the  fullest  confidence  of  the 
Indians,  and  long  in  the  service  of  Pennsylvania  in  her  1787. 
intercourse  with  the  Six  Nations.^ 

The  governor,  or  rather  the  lieutenant-governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  under  the  proprietaries  at  that  time,  was 
Mr.  George  Thomas,  a  man  of  talent  and  resolution,  who 
managed  the  Indian  affairs  of  the  colony  for  several  years 
with  excellent  tact  and  address.  The  Indians  were  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Thomas  and  his  council  at  the  house  of  the 
then  venerable  James  Logan,  the  learned  and  philoso{>hic 
friend  an4  cotemporaiy  of  William  Penn.   Mr.  Logan  had 

^  Weiser  was  of  German  blood,  a  native  of  Schoharie,  in,  the  colony  of 
New  York. 


It 


»■ 


*         68  Lira  of  sib  wiluah  johkson,  babt« 

^       obap:  preceded  Mr.  Thomas  iu  the  colonial  administration,  as 


:0- 


pi:e8ident  of  the  council.  He  had  long  been  a  man  of 
.1748.  distinction  in  the  colony,  and  enjoyed  the  unbounded  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  Indians.  This  reception  took 
place  on  the  second  of  July,  and  the  council  was  continued 
from  day  to  day  until  the  twelfth. 

Sf^l  The  proceedings  of  the  first  day  were  rather  informal^ — 

^  being  confined  to  an  efXchange  of  salutations,  and  to  cer- 
tain eaplanations  which  the  sachems  desired  to  make.    In 

V  the  first  place,  they  disclaimed  a  certain  sale  of  land  which 

some  of  their   "foolish  young  men,"  when  out  upon  a 

' '  '         hunting  expedition,  had  made,  or  pretended  to  make,  to 

a  few  individuSils,  for  a  very  small  number  of  strouds, — 

the  sale  confiicting  with  a  previous  contract  of  the  Con- 

J^*       federacy  with  their  brother   Onas.     The   sachems  had 

i^  wrested  the  strouds  from  the  young  men,  and  now  pro- 

duced them  that  they  might  be  returned  to  those  who  had 
made  the  invalid  purchase.  Another  explanation  which 
they  desii'ed  to  make,  or  rather  which  had  been  required 
of  them  by.  Mr.  Thomas,  related  to-  the  murder  of  two  pr 
three  white  people  some  time  before,  by  a  returning  war- 

y*  "  party  of  Twightwees,  or  Miamies,  which  murders  had 
/been  accidentally  detected  by  the  Bhawanese,  through 
whose  town  they  were  passing,  when  scifutinizing  the 
scalps  tihey  had  taken.  The  Twightwees,  said  Mr.  Thorny 
had  sent  a  message  that  "  their  hiearts  were  full  of  grief" 
when  they  heard  that  "  the  road  had  been  made  bloody  " 
by  some  of  their  young^  men,  "  with  the  blood  of  white 
people ;"  and  the  Shawanese  had  sent  a  message  "  that 
they  would  «weep  the  road  clean  and  wipe  all  the  blood 
away,"  desiring  that  their  whitp  brethren  "would  be  sat- 
isfied with  this,  and  not  weep  too  mucli  for  a  misfortune 
that  might  not  happen  again  as  long  as  the  sun  and  moon 
shone."  The  governor  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Six  Na- 
tions mi^t  take  up  the  matter,  ascertain  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  obtain  satisfaction  for  the  outrage.    The  chiefs 


% 
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promised  to  consider  the  subject  on  their  return  home,  c^.  >     \ 
and  send  an  answer. 


The  times  being  critical,  and  another  French  war  sup-  ^'^^v  ^. 
posed  to  be  unavoidable,  it  was  deemed  advisable  by  Gov- 
ernor Thomas  and  hia  counselors,  to  endeavor  to  sound 
the  Indians,  and  ascertain  if  possible  what  would  be  their 
probable  temper  and  disposition  in  such  an  -event.  A  '^\ 
grand  entertainment  was  therefore  provided  for  them, 
with  the  desigh  of  extracting  their  dentiments  in  thd  flow 
of  the  wine-cup,=— upon  the  well  known  principle,  "m 
vmo  Veritas.''  It  Jiapponed  that  although  the  deputation, 
was  numerous,  there  were  no.  representatives  from  th«       ixj} 

Mohawks,  and  but  three  from  the  Senecas, — ^^the  most       >'^ 

J** 

powerful  nation  by  far,  of  the  Opnfederates.   Mr.  Thomas       '    * 
approached  the  object  at  which  he  was  aiming  warily,  by      .  V>^F 
inquiring  why  so  few  Senecas  were  present,  since  tJiey  ^^ 

were  equally  interested  with  the  others  in  the  business 
that  had  called,  them  "together.  The  answer  of  Canassa- 
teego  was  prompt  and  painfully  satis&ctoiy.  "  The  Sene^ 
cas,"  he  said,  ^^  were  in  great  distress  on  account  of  a 
£unine  that  had  raged  in  their  country,  which  had  reduced 
them  to  such  want  that  a  fether  had  been  obliged  to  kiU'  -r  --ji 
two  of  his  children  to  preserve  his  own  aild  the  rest  of  Ubi  *  ^' 
femily'd  lives."  Their  situation,  therefore,  was  such  that 
thej  could  not  attend  the  council,  biit  the  necessary  in- 
structions had  been  given  in  regard  to  their  share  of  the 
goods.  The  lieutenant-go vemor  next,  with  seeming  care- 
lessness, inquired  whether  any  of  the  Seneca  chiefs  were 
in  Canada,  and  whether  the  governor  Of  Canada  was  mak- 
ing any  warlike  preparations.  Both  (questions  Were  ans- 
wered in  the  ajBlrmative ;  whereupon  Mr.  Thomas  play- 
fully remarked :  "  Well,  if  the  French  should  go  to  war 
with  us,  I  suppose  you  would  join  them  V*  Canassateego 
was  evidently  not  put  off  his  guard  by  the  apparent  indif- 
ference of  the  querist,  and  therefore  did  not  reply  until 
after  a  brief  consultation  with  his  people.    He  then  said, 


t^ 
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CHAP,  frankly,  that  the  French  governor  was  paying  great  court 
Wv^  to  the  Indians,  and  had  informed  them  that  he  was  uneo^ 
1742.  yej«ijjg  lY^Q  hatchet  and  sharpening  it ;  but  at  the  same 
time  he  had  told  them  that  if  he  was  obliged  to  lift  it  up 
agunst  the  English,  he  hoped  they  would  not  espouse  the 
cause  of  either  side,  but  remain  neutral.  The  orator,  how- 
ever, assured  his  brother  Onas,  that  in  the  event  of  a  war^ 
they  should  be  faithful  and  true  to  their  old  allies,  and 
lift  the  hatchet  in  their  cause,  adding :  "  The  governor  of 
Canada  talks  a  great  deal,  but  ten  of  his  words  do  not  go 
so  fiar  as  one  of  yours ;  we  do  not  look  toward  them ;  we 
look  toward  you,  and  you  may  depend  on  our  assistance." 
Yet  it  will  be  seen  hereafter  that  when  the  crisis  came, 
great  reluctance  was  manifested  by  the  Confederates  to 
engage  in  the  contest. 

At  the  next  subsequent  meeting  in  council,  after  having 
delivered  the  goods  which  the  Indians  had  come  to  re- 
ceive, Mr..  Thomas  opened  the  subject  of  the  probable  rup- 
ture with  France,  with  more  directness.  It  was  his  de- 
sire, he  said,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  that  the  road  between 
the  English  and  the  Indians,  should  be  kept  clear  and 
open.  More  fuel  should  then  be  added  to  the  fire  between 
them,  that  it  might  bum  brighter  and  clearer,  and  give  a 
stronger  light,  and  more  lasting  warmth.  "  We  must  hear 
with  our  ears  for  you,  and  you  must  hear  with  your  ears 
for  us," — terms  all  significant,  and  well  understood  by 
these  metaphor-lovipg  sons  of  the  forest.  Nor  were  they 
employed  without  effect.  Having  taken  a  day  for  consid- 
eration^ Canassateego  replied  to  the  speech  of  the  lieuten- 
ant-governor at  length,  and  in  regard  to  the  threatening 
storm,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  English,  and  with 
the  seemingly  cordial  assent  of  his  dusky  associates. 

In  discussing  the  business  matters  which  they  had  as- 
sembled specially  to  consider,  the  Onondaga  orator,  though 
prepared  ftdly  to  confirm  the  prior  contract  for  the  sale  of 
the  lands  on  the  wes^m  side  of  th«  Su^quehamia,— ^  but 
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how  far  west  does  not  appear,  the  terms  in  the  records  of  chaf. 
the  council  being  quite  indefinite,— had  nevertheless  com-  s-^ 
plaints  to  make,  as  has  ever  been  the  case  on  such  occa-  ^^^' 
sions,  of  the  encroachments  of  the  white  people  upon  their 
lands.     '*  The  pale-faces  think  we  do  not  know  the  value 
of  our  lands,"  said  the  veteran  counselor;  but  we  are  sen* 
dble  that  the  land  is  everlasting,  and  the'  few  goods  that 
we  receive  for  it  are  soon  worn  out  and  gone.     The  speci- 
fic complaint  adduced  by  Canassateego,  was,  that  the 
white  people  were  settling  all*  along,  the  banks  of  the  Ju- 
niata river, —  one  of  the  large  western  tributaries  to  the 
Susquehanna,-^  ^^  to  the  great  damage  of  our  cousins^  the 
Delawares."    This  encroachment  had  been  the  ground  of 
a  complaint  before;  aid  Mr.  Thomas  now  replied  that        ^ 
magistrates  were  then  sent  expressly  to  remove  the  tres-       * 
passers.    **  Those  persons  who  were  sent  did  not  do  their 
duty,"  interposed  Canassateego.     "  So  far  from  removing 
the  people,  they  made  stirveys  for  themselves,  and  they 
are  in  league  with  the  trespassers  V'    A  common  occur- 
rence, I  belieye,  in  the  great  catalogue  of  Indian  wrongs. 

But  the  most  interesting  historical. incident  during  the. 
sittings  of  this  council',  affording  proof  at  once  of  a  dis- 
puted fact,  and  an  illustration  of  Indian  character,  occur- 
red toward  its  close.  Mr.  Thomas  had  complained  at  one 
of  their  meetings  that  a  clan  of  the  Delawares,  residing  at 
the  forks  of  the  Delaware  river,  had  not  only  refused  to 
yield  the  occupancy  of  a  tract  of  lahd  which  had  been  sold 
to  William  Penn  fifty-five  years  before,  but  had  presumed 
to  make  sales  of  some  portions  of  the  same  lands, —  not- 
withstanding that  their  fathers  had  made  the  treaty  with 
Penn,  and  received  the  value  of  the  sale ;  and  notwith- 
stan^ng  also  that  they  themselves  had  subsequently  rati- 
fied the  treaty  anew.  It  was  in  reply  to  this  statement  of 
Mr.  Thomas,  that  Canassateego  uttered  a  speech  of  bitter 
and  biting  reproof  of  the  Delawares,  In  which  he  reminded 
ihem  in  terms  of  severity  of  their  subjugated  eondition. 
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CHAP. "You/-  said  he,  ^<you  take  it  upon  yourselves  to  sell 
v_^_.  land !"  "  You  don't  know  what  ground  you  stand  upon  1" 
1742.  "You  ought  to  be  taken  by  the  hair  pf  your  head  and 
shaken  till  you  recover  your  senses,  and  become  sober !" 
^*  We  conquered  you.  We  made  womep  of  you.  You 
know  you  are  womei),  and  can  no  morfi  sell  land  than 
women  !*'  This  speecfe,  which  was  full  of  indignant  irony 
and  invective,  was  closed  by  a  peremptory  order  for  the 
Delawares  to  remove  forthwith  from  the  disputecl  ten;i- 
tory,  either  to  Shamokifl,  or  Wyoming,  as  they  might  pre^ 
fer.  The  following  was  the  closing  injunction  of  the  pian* 
date:  "Aftey  our  just  reproof  and  absolute  order  to 
depart  from  the  Jand,  you  are  now  to  take  notice  of  what 
we  have  further  to  say  to  you.  This  string  of  wampum 
serves  to  forbid  you,  your  children  and  grand-children,  to 
the  latest  posterity  forever,  from  meddling  with  land 
affairs ;  neither  you,  nor  any  who  shall  descend  from  you, 
are  ever  hereafter  to  presume  to  sell  any  land.  For  which 
purpose  you  are  to  preserve  this  string,  in  memory  of 
what  your  uncles  have  this  day  given  you  in  charge.  We 
have  some  other  business  to  transact  with  our  brethren, 
and  therefore  depart  the  council,  and  consider  what  has 
been  said  to  you.'* 

The  obedience  of  theDelawares  to  the  order  was  as  prompt 
as  the  mandate  itself  was  summary, —  some  of  them  going 
to  Shamokin,  but  the  greater  number  settling  at  Wyo- 
ming, on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Susquehanna,r-rT  a  large 
clan  of  the  Shawanese  residing  at  t^at  time  on  the  west- 
em  side  opposite.  This  transaction  s\ifficiently  proves  the 
state  of  abject  subjection  to  which  the  Delawares  had  been 
reduced,  ancl  in  which  at  that  time  they  were  held  by  the 
Iroquois,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  bepevolent 
Heckewelder  to  sustain  s^  loftier  position  for  his  favorites  ' 
among  the  aborigines. 

In  the  course  of  the  proceedings  at  this  treaty,  while  ^ 
complaining  of  the  tresp^9ses  of  the  white  men  upon  the 
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landa  along  the-  Juniata^  Cai^assateego  uttered  a  further  qha^ 
oomplaint  ^'ihat  some  parts  of  their ,  countiy  had  beeu>-w 
taken  up  by  persons  whose  place  -of  residence  is  south  of  ^^^ 
this  province '(Pennsylvania),  and  from  whom  we  hav^ 
never  received  any  consideration."    It  was  th^ir  desire 
that  Mr.  Thomas  should  ^^  inform  '  the  person '  whose  peo* 
pie  were  thus  seated  on  those  lands,  that  that  country  be* 
longs  to  us,  in*  right  of  conquest,  we-  having  bought  i% 
with  our  blood,  and  takeii,  it  froQi^our  enemies  In  fair 
war;''  and,  in  their  behalf,  require  compensation  forjt. 
It  was  understood  by  Mr.  Thomad  and  bis  board  of  coun* 
selors;  that  this  complaint  was  directed  against  the  gpver* 
nor  and  people  of  Maryland ;  and  a  letter  was  ^dressed 
to  the  former  upon  the  subject.    But  from  the  vague  ^.nd 
faid^fimte  terms  in  which  the  Ihdian  counselor  had  spo- 
ken,—  referring  to  the  aggressors  only  as  f*  perspi^s  living 
lotrtii  of  Pennsylvania," —  the  government  sad  people  of    ,  -  r 
V^ginia  by  some  means  became .  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  the  iUusion  was  pointed  at  them. 

jM  unlucky  occurrence  in  Decembeir  following  strength- 
ened this  impicession.  It  appeared  from  a  commuiiia^tion 
addreasod  to  Xieutenant^Govemor  Clarke,  by  Mr.  Gooch, 
lieuteaant-govemior  of  Virginia,  that  in  the  month  of  J)er 
osonber,  a  body  of  Indians  had  made  nn  incursion  into  th^^ 
frontier  county  of  Augusta  in  that  4^Qlony,  and  committed 
some -very  serious  outrages,T-kUlii^  several  people,  and  . 
carryiag  away  numbers  of  cattle  and  horses.  The  i^vadi^  j. 
wm  pojiued  by  a  smaU  body  of  Virginia  miUtia,  com^ 
laandod'  by  Captains  M'Do wdl  and  Buchanan,  and  over^ 
takefi  on  the  eighteenth  of  Beeeotiber,  when  a  eanart  en- 
gagembnt  ensued; — the  Indians  having  commenced  th^  ^ 
fight  by  shooting  down  a  messenger  of  peace  who  was  ap* 
pioaehing  them  with  a  flag. .  The  action  lasted  about 
£>rty-five  minutes,  during  which  eV^vea  of  the  Virginians 
were  killed,  itmong  Whom  was  Captain  M'Dowell.    The 

Liidians  fled,  leaving  eight  or  ten  of  the|r  ^fapnors  dei^ 
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c^.  upon  the  field.  Such  was  the  magnitude  of  the  affair^  aad 
w^  0^ch  its  result,  as  stated  to  Lieutenant^Qovemor  Clarke  by 
'  Mr.  Qooch.  The  Virginians  alleged  that  there  were 
s<&veral  white  men  with  the  Indians,  believed  to  be  Frenclu 
Mr.  Gooch  stated  that  the  afiair  had  occurred  at  an  unfoi^ 
tunate  moment,  since  at  that  yeiy  time  he  was  preparij^g 
to  send  a  friendly  deputation  to  meet  the  Six  Kationd ; 
and  being  uncertain  whether  these  hostile  Indians  might 
not  belong  to  that-  Confederacy,  he  was  in  doubt  what 
course  to  pursue*  ^  XJnder'these  circumstances  he  requested 
the  assistance  of  the  authorities  of  Kew  York,  in  enabfing 
him  to  iMtcertain  whether  the  -aggressors  belonged  to  the 
Six  Nations.  He  also  desired  Mr.  Clarke  to  ask  the  chie& 
of  the  Six  Nations  where  the  land  in  Virginia  was^tQ 
which  they  had  referred  in  the  Philadelphia  oouncitaii 
i^^        belonging  to  thejn. 

'  1748.      The  communication  from  Mr.  Gooch  was  forwarded  to 

the  Indian  commissioners  at  Albany,  on  the  fifth  of  Apiti^ 
with  instructions  to  adopt  the  necessary  meaaures  for  asoef* 

^-  taining  the  facts.^    Should  it  prove  true  that  the  outrages 

,  luid  reaUy  b«0Q  committed  by  the  Six  Nationm  in  cohm- 
quence  of  any  dispute  with  Virginia  about  their  laod»,  the 
Indians  Were  to  be  rebuked  for  th'e  adoption  of  such  a 
barbarous  course.  They  o%ht  rather  to  have  sought  an 
a^jttstment  by  t^aty,  fets  tiiey  had  done  with  PennsylyaBia 
'.  ahd  Maryland.  Had  they  adopted  such  a  course,  the  gov* 
emor  0if  Kew  York  would  cheerfully  hare  aided  them  in 
the  negotiation.  The  commissioners  had  previously  heacd 
of  the  Virginia  afibir,  from*  the  Mohawks,  who  stated  that 
the  Indians  were  feeling  very  uneasy  hpon  the  suIjImL 
On  the  receipt  of  the  dispatches,  therefore^  Mr.  Jaoobos 
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^The  board  of  Indiftn  eommi)»ioners  at  that  tixnv  conBlsteiS  of  the  folM^ 
'ing  persons,  tIs  :  Captain  Rntkorford,  GomeUtts  Cnylor;  Mjndort  Sohnj^ 
kr,  Hendrlok  t«a  Byok,  Petor  Winne,  Bulger  Bleeoker,  Nicholas  Ble#okec^ 
Jahn  De  PejsC«r,  Bj«r  Onrretoon,  Dirck  Tn  B^oeok  and  Jdm  l^aftiiiigt, . 
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Bleecker,  a  competent  interpreter,  was  sent  to  Onondaga,  ciup* 
where  a  council  had  already  been  convened  to  receive  av^^ 
deputation  from  Philadelphia.     The  errand  of  these  mes-  ^^^' 
sengers,  however,  was  merely  to  invite  the  chiefs  to  make 
another  visit  to  Pennsylvania.    But  the  invitation  was  d^* 
clined  by  the  chiefs  expressly  upon  the  ground  of  what  had 
happened  at  the  south.    They  sent  word  that  '^  they  could 
not  come  this  year,  but  would  do  so  the  next" 

The  contents  of  Mr.  Gooeh's  letter  having  been  com- 
municated to  the  chie&  and  sachems,  they  gave  quite  a 
different  version*  to  the  story.  They  denied  that  they  were 
preferring  any  claims  against  Virginia  for.  lands.  Their 
warriors,  they  said,  had  b^en  first  fired  upon  by  the  Vir* 
ginians,  and  four  of  their  number  killed*  In-  return  for 
which  Hiey  had  killed  eight  of  the  Virginians,  and  se- 
verely wounded  two  more.  There  were  no  white  men  in 
the  party,  which  consisted  of  thirty  warriors,  twenty-su|  '  -^ 
of  whom  had  returned.  They  thanked  the  commissioiners 
for  the  efforts  they  were- making  to  have  the  difficulty  ad** 
justed,  as  they  hoped  it  would  be.  Still,  apprehending  ' 
the  possibility  of  a  war  as  the  consequence  of  the  affray, 
they  had  sent  messages  to  the  Ottawas,  and  their  friends  . 
at  the  west,  to  remain  at  hgme,  and  be  prepare^  to  aid 
t&em  in  the  event  of  hostilititB. 

Mr.  Clarke's  council,  to  «whom  the  papers  connected 
with  these  transactions  were  comm\micated,  on  the  seyttQL- .. 
teenth  of  April,  were  by  no,  means  satisfied  with. the  ex-^ 
planationsrof-the  Indians,  nor  with  the  proceedings  of  thQ  '^, 
commissioners,  against  whom  they  more  than  insinuated 
a  lack  of  enei^.    They  wrote  back  that  the  interpreter 
should  have  been  instructed  to  demaud  why  the  war  party 
went  to  Viiginia  ?    Why  they  had  killed  some  of  the  peo- 
ple,' and  carlied  away  horses  and  cattle  before  the  battle  ? 
Why  they  had  lalled,the  man  who  was  approaching  them 
with  a  signal^  of  friendship  ?  « Ther  council   thought  the 
Tfi#it|ijr>a  w<ejre  dealing  with  >ubtiltjy  in  this  matter,  w4 
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e^.  insisted  that  thay  ought  to  be  told  explioitly  that  they 
^*v— 'Were  breaking •  the  covenant  chain  whenever  they  killed 
^*^^'  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  no  matter  in  which  of  the 
colonies.  Yet  if  the  Indians  disclaimed  all  knowledge  of 
the  murders,  and  their  ^abhorrence  of  the  act,  and  would 
restrain  their  young  men  from  such  unwarrantable  expe* 
ditions  hereafter,  the  council  hoped  4liat  the  governor  of 
Virginia  would  come  to  such  a .  temper  as  would  enable 
them  to  heal  the  breach.  In  regard  to  the  land-claim  to 
which  Mr.  Gooch  h^  referred,  the  council  thought  the 
inference  Wds  warranted  from  the  undeterminate  phnu^ 
ology  of  Oanassateego's  speech  at  Philadelphia,  although 
some  h^d  supposed  that  Maryland,  not  Virginia,  was  in- 
tended. However,  it  was*  necessary  that  the  commission,- 
ers  should  inform  the  Six  Nations  that  such  outrageooi 
acts  against  any  of  his  majesty's  colonial  settlements,  must 
be  put  an  end  to.  The  Indians  themselves  had  com- 
plained to  Mt.  Bleecker,  the  interpreter,  of  the  intrigues 
of  the  Ffench ;  and  it  was  evident  to  -  the  mind  of  the 
council,  that  in  order  to  put  a  termination  to  those  out- 
rages,  the  emissaries  of  the  French  must'  be  prevented 
from  coming  among  them. 

The  cohsequence  of  this  letter  to  the  commissionera) 
was  another  embassy  in  Ma^  to  the  Six  Nations,  in  oounr 
cil  At  Onond^gia;  with  a  more  peremptory  message.  In 
reply  to  which  the  Indians  again  explicitly  disclaimed  tuxj 
daim  to  Itod  in  Virginia.  '  In  regard  to  the  unhapi^-  oo- 
cun^ence  in  Virginia,'  they  denied  with  sotetnnity  that  aay 
peo'ple  had  been  killed  before  their  braved  were  llred  upon 
thrice  by  the  soldiers  of  M'Dowell  and  Buchanan.  Their 
young  ^  men  were  going  on  a  fighting  expedition  to  th« 
soutl^  when  tiie  affair  htfcppened,— «but  not  to  fight  against 
the  Virginians.  They  had  only  taken  a  few  cattle  on  their 
way,  and  they  thought  the  Virginians  had  treated  them 
too  s'e^rely  by  following  and  firing  upon  them  f<Mr  so 
ittUiU  sa  offence;    They  regrettod  tke  oceuimnce;  bat  it 


w&sotit  of  th^  power  of  the  chiefs  to  prevent  their  young  cftAF. 
warriors  from '  occasionally  going  off  upon  such  expedi-  ^-v— ' 
tioHB.  In  transmitting  this  reply,  the  commissioners  wrote 
to  the  council  that  the  Indians  were  really  anxious  for  a 
recoDciliati<Hi.  They  thought  great  good  would  ensue, 
were- Mr.  Gooch  to  come  imd  meet  them  himself;  and  it 
would  be  yet  better  if  some  of  the  chiefis  of  those  remote 
southern  Indians,  against  wh<W  the  Six  Nations  had  been 
so  long  at  war,  oouM  be  persuaded  to  come  also  and  meet 
them  in  council.  A  general  peace  might  then  be  effected,- 
wheveas  it  was  now  almost  in^poesible  for  the  chieft  to  re- 
strain the  formation  of  war  parties  among  the  scattered 
Indians  residing  at  a  distance  from  their  castles,  notwith- 
standing the  stipulations  of  peaqe  negotiated  by  Mr. 
Clarke  at  the  council  of  1740. 

A  pacific  letter,  giving  the  results  of  these  conferences 
with  the  Indians  was  written  to  Mr.  QoOchby  Mr.  Clarke; 
and  at  the  earnest  solidtation  of  the  latter,  the  miatter      ^ 
seems  to  have  been  pressed  no  &xther. 

The  administration  of  }jieutenant-Gk)vemor  Clarke  was 
ended  in  the  autumn  of  1748>  by  the  arrival  of  Admiral 
G^rge  Clinton,  uncle  of  the  eari  of  Lincoln,  and  a 
younger  son  of  the  late  earl,  who  had  been  i^ppoin ted  to 
the  government  of  Ne^  York  through  the  interest  of  his 
Mendsy  to  afford  him  an  opportunity,  of  mending  his  for- 
tunes. Mr.  Clarke,  who  in  the  commencement  of  his  ad- 
ministra^on  haft  succeeded  in  conciliating  the  leaders  of 
both  political  parties,  had  contrived  before  the  i^lose  of 
his  career  to  lose  the  confidence  of  both, —  so  that  his  re- 
tirement from  the  government  was  regarded  with  univefr- 
sal  satis&etion.^    Especially  had  he  incurred  the  resent- 


>  Q«9rg«  Clftrke,  Xiq.«  wko,  in  yartooB  •ffioMl  sialioni  was  for  ftlmofi 
half  a  oantiiry  oonnMUd  wkh  ihe  dol^aial  goTwrmnant  of  Naw  York,  waa 
aa  Esgliilunaa  by  birth.  ^  His  uaela,  Mr.  Blaithwait,  prooHred  tha  aaara* 
tarjahip-of  tha  colony  for  hiia  aarly  in  tha  ndgn  af  QtiMa  4ma»     Ha  had 
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duiMneat  of  the  chief  juetice,  Be  Lancey;  who,  atrangely 
enough,  though  usually  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  pre^ 
rogativea  of  the  crown,  had  now  become  tQ  some, extent  a 
favorite  of  the  general  assembly.  The  new  governor  had 
spent  the  most  of  his  life  in  the  navy ;  and,  according  to 
the  earliest  English  historian  of  New  York,  "  preferring 
ease  and  good  cheer  to  the  restless  activity  of  ambition, 
there  wanted  nothing  to  engage  the  interest  of  his  powej> 
fill  patrons  in  his  favor,  more  than  to  humor  a  simple- 
hearted  man,  who  had  no  ill  nature,  nor  sought  anything 
more  than  a  genteel  frugality  and  common  civility,  while 
he  was  mending , those  fortunes,  until  hid) friends  at  court 


-*>•- 


genius,  but  no  other  than  a  common  writing-school  education;  nor  did  ho 
add  to  Ms  stock  by  reading,  for  he  was. more  intent  upon  improving  his 
fortune  than  his  mind.  He  was  sensible,  artful,  actiy^,  cantibtis ;  had  d 
perfect  command  of  his  temper,  and  wfts  in  his  address  specious  and  eiTil. 
Nor  was  any  man  better  acquainted  with  the  colon/  and  itq  affairs^"  fit 
suocessiyelj  held  the  offices  of  seei^etary,  clerk  of  the  council,  counselor, 
and  Ueutenant-gOTemor ;  and  from  his  official  position  he  had  every  op- 
portunity of  enriching  himself  by  obtaining  grants  and  patents  of  land  — 
which,  f^om  his  knowledge  of  the  colony  he  was  ena'bled  to  ohoose  in  the 
most  advantageons  looatians.  He  ^as  a  cburtier,  and  was  careful  nfercr 
to  differ  with  the  goyernori  of  the  colony ;  although  daring  Cdpby'setarwji 
career,  he  usually  kept  himself  quiet  at  his  country  villa  upon  the  edge  of 
Hempstead  plains.  **  His  lady  was  a  Hyde,  a  woman  of  fine  accomplish* 
mehts,  and  a  distant  relation  of  that  branch  of  the  Clarehdon  family.  She 
died  in  New  Terk«  Mr.  Clarke  returned  to  England  in  1746,  with  aeqaist* 
tions  estimated  at  one  hundred  thousand  pounds.  He  pnrphiised  an  esljate 
in  Cheshire,  where  he  died -about  the  year  17($1.  George  Clarke,  his  gran  - 
son,  and  the  heir  to  his  estates,  after  a  residence  in  America  of  about  thirty- 
five  years,  died  at  Otsego,  about  the  year  1885.  His  eldest  son,  George 
fiyde  Clarke,  with  his  young  wife,  was  lest  in  tbd  ship  Albion,  wrecked  on 
the  coast  of  Ireland,  in  t^e  sumaner  of  1820,  on  his  passage  from  New  Yerk 
to  JBngland.  His  second  son  then  returned  to  England,  and  entered  Into 
possession  of  the  fortune  of  his  father's  estates  situated  in  that  country. 
By  the  vast  increase  in  price  of  his  American  lands,  Mr.  Clarke's  estates  in 
this  country  became  of  prfneely  yakie  before  his  death.  They  are  in- 
herited by  his  youngest  son^  George  Clarke,  Esq.,  who  now  (1848),  resided 
in  the  noble  mansion  ereeted  by  liis  ifscther  a  few  yepurs  before  his  decbaae, 
^f#a  the  VMgiA  •#  Gisego  lake. 
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conld  recall  him  to  some  indolent  and  more  lucrative  sta-  craf. 
tion."*  w^ 

Mr.  Clinton'  amved  in  New  York  on  the  twenty-second  ^^^' 
of  September,  and  was  received  with  demonstrations  of 
tmiverBal  satis&ction  by  the  people.  Finding  that  the 
general  assembly  stood  adjourned  to  meet-  in  a  few  days, 
and  ascertaining  that  the  people  would  be  pleased  with  an 
opportunity  of  holding  anew  election,  the  assembly  was 
dissolved  on  thctwenty-seventh  and-  writs  for  the  returh 
of  another  assembly  issued  the  same  day.'  The  elections 
were  conducted  without  political  acrimony,  and  all  the  old 
members,  with  but  seven  exceptions,  were  returned.  The 
session  opened  on  the  eighth  of  November.  Meantime 
the  governor  had  ftUen  into  the  hands  of  De  Lancey,  who 
doubtless  had  the  moulding  oi  his  excellency's  speech, 
its  tone  was  conciliatory,  although  the  sore  subject  of  a 
permanent  revenue'  was  0{>ened  afresh.  But  this  was  done 
in  getode  temns,  the  governor  asking  for  a  grant  ^^  in  as 
ample  a  manner,  and  for  a  time  as  long,  as  had  been  given 
under  any  of  his  predecessors."  ^  The  assembly  was  in- 
formed that  owing  to  the  critioal  state  of  affidrs  in  Europe, 
and  the  doubtful  attitude  in  which  Great  Britain  and 
France  stood  toward  each  other,'«  large  supply  of  military 
stores  for  the  defence  of  the  colony  had  been  received 
£rom  the  parent  government;  and  the  governor  hoped  the 
«eembly  wo^ld  show  their  thankfolneae  by  making  an  .^^, 

adequate  provision  for  the  purchase  of  others.  The  usual 
recommendatioiiB  in  regard  to  the  Indian  intercourse  of 
the  colony  were  renewed,  and  an  appropriation  was  asked 
for  rebuilding  the  barracks,,  and  public  offices,  together 
with  the  house  of  the  governor,  which  had  been  destroyed 
by  fire.    The  latter    recommendation   was  insisted  on 


1  Smiih'i  iRflofy  o/Nem  York^  toL  ii,  psge  S6. 
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ortAp.  aer  being  necessaiy  for  the  coinfort  of  the  govemop's 
v-*y— « family. 

IT  AH 

"An  humble  address"  wa«  voted  by  the  oouncil  in  re- 
ply, drawn  up  by  De  Lancey.  The  appointment  of  the 
new  governor  wafi  received  "  as  an  additional  evidence  of 
his  majesty's  affection  for  his  people^  and  his  zeal  for  the 
liberty  of  mankind^  lately  most  evidently  demonstrated  in 
his  exposing  his  sacred  person  to  the  greatest  djwger»  in 
defence  of  the  liberty  of  Europe."^  In  all  other  respects 
the  answer  was  an  echo  of  the  speech.  The  address  of 
the  house  was  more  than  ui.ebho,*^it  was  couched  in  Ian- 
guage  of  excessive  flattery  to  the  new  governor^  and  of  fawn« 
ing  adulation  toward  the  sovereign,  who  was  designated 
"the  darling  of  his  own  people^  and  the  glorious,  preserve? 
of  the  liberties  of  Europe."  There  was,  however,  a-dis* 
position  on  all  sides  to  be  ple.ased.  The  aaaembly  re^ 
spohded  to  the  demanded  appropriations, — voting  the 
governor  fifteen  hundred  pounds  for  his  salaj^t  one  hundv- 
red  pounds. for  house  rent,  four  hundred  pounds  for  fuel 
and  candles,  one  hundred  and  fifty  pouxkdfi  to  enable  him 
to  visit  the  Indians,  and  eight  hundred  pounds  for  the 
purchase  of  presents  to  be  distributed  amongst  them. 
Other  appropriations  were  made  upon  a  scale  of  coirev- 
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^The  battle  of  Dettingen,  in  OermasT^,  in  whieh  Um  BrHish  troo]^«3ld 
their  aUitos  obtained  a  brilUant  YiojuBrj  over  a  fow^ul  MHoion  of  iliealnoj 
of  the  Mareschal  de  Noailles,  Qomioanded  bj  the  Dukf  de  Orammoni.  The 
English  troops,  commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Stair,  were  joined  by  the  Bake 
of  Cumberland,  to  make  his  first  canipaign,  and  by  his  majesty  (George  11), 
on  the  ninth  of  June.  The  English  tfith  their  allies,  were  moting,  on  the 
twenty-sixth  of  June,  toward  Hamau,  to  ebtafal  «ayrplles^  «md  lo  Join  thia 
SianoTsrians  and  Hliseians,  when  they  were  met  in  %  difieuk  positi^'bjr 
the  French,  thirty  thousand  strong.  The  king  behaTod  T«vy  gallantly  la 
the  engagement,  exposing  his  person  to  a  seyere  Are  of  cannon  as  weU  as 
musketry.  .  He  rode  between  the  first  and  second  Hhes  with  his  sword 
drawn,  and  encouraged  the  treope  io  fight  for  the  honor  ef  Baglatid.  The 
French  were  defeated  with  the  loss  of  five  thousand  men.  They  might  haTe 
been  destroyed  had  the  a^antage  been  promptly  followed  up. 
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ponding  liberality;  and  the  governor  was  so  well  pleased chaf. 
with  the  good  temper  of  the  assembly,  that  he  signed  ^-^^^ 
every  bill  pi^sented  for  his  approbation,  without  a  mur-    ■ 
mnr  of  disapprobation,  not  even  excepting  the  supply- 
bill,  which,  notwithstanding  his  demand  to  the  contrary, 
in  the  opening  speech,  Was  limited  to  the  year. 

But  notwithstanding  these  reciprocal  manifestations  of 
good  feeling ;  and  notwithstanding  also  the  amiable  traits 
of  the  governor's  natural  disposition,  it  will  be  seen  in  the 
progress  of  events  that  the  bluff  characteristics  of  the 
sailor  were  not  always  to  be  concealed ;  and  his  adminis- 
tration, in  process  of  time,  became  as  tempestuous  as  tl^e 
elopieiit  upon  which  he  was  certainly  more  at  home  than 
upon  the  land. 

Until  After  the  arrival  of  Governor  Clinton  Mr.  Johnson 
seems  to  have  taken  no  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 
colony.  His  name  appears  in  none  of  the  public  records 
of  that  day ;  and  such  of  his  private  papers  as  have  es- 
caped the  -ravages  of  time  and  revolution,  exhibit  him 
only  in  the  character  of  a  country  merchant,  enlarging  his 
businesB  from  year  to  year,  increasing  rapidly  in  wealth, 
aad  Msiduonsly  cultivating  the  friendship  and  language 
of  the  Indians.  .  Before  the  year  1743,  he  had  removed 
fix>m  the  south  to  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  settled 
at  the  place  heretofore  described  as  Mount  Johnsoii. 
He  had  also  in  thfi  last  mentioned  year  become  connected 
with  the  fur-trade  at  the  important  trading  post  of  Oswe- 
go. Nor  was  it  loi^  before  he  opened  a  correspondence 
on  his  own  account  with  the  opulent  house  of  Sir  William 
Baker  &  Co<,  in  London.  As  his  fortunes  improved  rapidly, 
he  grew  with  equal  pace  in  the  public  estimation,  not 
only  among  tiie  people  of  his  own  region,  but  likewise  in 
Albany  and  New  York.  His  correspondence  durihgthis 
period  wae  considerable,  indicating  pn  extensive  business 
in  all  the  multi£Eurious  departments  of  a  country  trading 

establiahment,  independently  of  the  fur-trade,  in  which  lie 

11 
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CHAP,  was  now  engaged,  and  his  commerce  with  the  Indians;  .la 
s,.^,^his  business  transactions  "he  by  no  means  lost  sight  of,  * 
iws:  hig  own  interests,  but  on  the  contrary  raised  himself  to^ 
wealth  in  an  open  and  active  manner,  not  disdaining  any 
honorable  means  of  benefiting  himself;  but  at  the  same 
time  the  bad  policy,  as  well  as  meanness  of  sacrificing  re-: 
epectability  to  snatching  present  advantages,  Were  so 
obvious  to  him,  that  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his. future 
prosperity  on  the  broad  and  deep  basis  of  honorable  deaU 
ing,  accompanied  by  the  most  vigilant  attention  to  thd 
objects  he  had  in  view ;  acting  so  as  without  the  least  de^ 
parture  from  integrity  on  the  one  hand,  or  inattention' to 
his  affairs  on  the  other,  to  conduct  himself  in  8u<^h  a  mani 
ner  as  gave  an  air  of  magnanimity  to  his  characierj  thsd 
made  him  the  object  of  universal  confidence.'** 

Meantime  the  relations  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain  had  undergone  a  change  demanding  the  serrices^  of 
Mr.  Johnson's  uncle  and  patron.  Captain  Warren,  upon 
his  own  element.  After  a  long  series  of  aggres^ns  upoa 
the  commerce  of  England  in  the  West  India  seas,  Qom.- 
mitted  by  the  Spaniards,  attended  often  by  the  utmost  in- 
solence, cruelty,  and  rapine,'  the  former  power,  appealing 
in  vain  to  the  court  of  Madrid  for  indemnification,  granted 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  against  the  Spaniards  in 
the  year  1789.  It  was  on  the  seventeenth  of  August 
of  that  year,  that  Mr.  Clarke,  the  lieutenant-governor, 
laid  before  his  oouncil  his  majesty's  warrant,  authorizing 
tiie  government  of  New  York  to  issue  letters  of  inarque 
^    ^.        and  reprisal  against  the  commerce  of  Spain.    Measures  to 

^Memoirt  of  an  American  Lady,  by  Mrs.  Orant. 

*  Smoneit'0  continuation  of  Hume.  Banerofl,  I  am  aware,  glTM  asotlMr 
aipaet  to  the  case,  Tide  Siitory  of  the  United  Statfet  ▼ol*  iiii  pp..  4S6  and 
onward.  He  contends  that  England  was  the  aggressor,  and  the  cause  of 
war  was  with  Spain.  8o  seems  to  ha^e  thought  Walpole,  but  so  thought 
not  Pultenej,  Pitt,  afterward  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  their  foUowera  in  and 
out  of  parliament.  Kor  has  the  briUiancj  of  Bancroft's  itjle  and  argn- 
-maai  won  QM  to  his  side  of  the  question* 
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lliat  end  were  immediately  adopted  by  tlie  council,  in-  chap. 
ckidiDg  the  specification  of  the  bonds  to  be  taken,  and  thes.*^.^ 
fbrms  of  commissions  to  be  granted.*  ^^^?- 

-.This  measure  was  soon  followed  by  an  open  rupture. 
The  British  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  having  taken 
two  richly  laden  Spanish  tiierchantmen  from.Oaraccas,  hia 
Catholic  majesty  ordered  all  the  English  ships  in  hh  bar* 
bors  to  be  seized  and  detained.  A  declaration  of  war 
conldjUo  longer- be  avoided  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  al- 
though that  able  and  crafty  minister  had  labored  long  and 
earnestly  to  avoid- such  an  issue.'  The  declaration  by  the 
king  of  Bji^and,  was  proclaimed  in  October,  1789,  and 
Adimnd  Vemon  waa  forthwith  dispatched  in  the  com- 
mand of  a  fleet  against  the  Spanish  West  Lidia  posses^ 
sions ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  thirtieth  of  June  in  the 
following  year  that  the  fact  that  such  a  declaration  had 
been  issued,  was  officially  communicate<jl  to  the  general 
assembly  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke.  He  then  called 
upon  the  asjBembly  to  encourage,  by  bounty,  enlistments 
of  volunteers  to  join  his  majesty's  troops  engaged  in  the^ 
West  India  expedition ;  and  a  bill  was  shortly  afterward 
passed  making  provision  for  the  victualing  end  U^usport^ 
ation  of  five  hundred  volunteers  in  tiiat  service.*    From 

«^i^«^   ■■■■■■  ■     ^1^1—1——        I    I  i  I    V   .  111.  I   I     I   I       »ii       I     ■  I      —A— a  I  , 

^Ma.  reoorda  of  Um  enecatire  couneil  of  New  York.'  It  apptan  by 
t^ese  reoprda,  howeyer,  that  the  priTateering  buaineas  had  been  carried  on 
briaklj  from  the  port  of  New  Tork  for  the  two  or  three  preceding  years. 

<  Smollett.  It  waa  upon  this  subject  of  their  Spanish  relations,  that  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  was  compelled  to  encounter  the  fierce  opposition  which 
marked  and  embittered  his  dosing  career.  Before  the  issuing  ofthelet- 
Un  of  marque,  a  ooATention:  had  been  concluded  between  England  and 
l^ain  (though  never  regarded  by  the  latter),  which  was  the  subjject  of  the 
severest  condemnation  by  the  opposition,-  and  was  denounced  with  the 
strongest  intectiTe  by  Sir  William  Wyndham  and  Mr.  Pulteney,  in  the  com- 
mons ;  to  whom  Walpole,  losing  nis  temper,  replied  in  a  manner  that  in- 
duced the  famous  secession  of  the  minority  from  the  house,  in  178S.  Those 
debates  have  been  greatly  extolled  /or  their  eloquence  and  power.  In  the 
folldwin]g  year,  howerer,  the  seceding  members  resumed  their  seats,  with 

tr)  Polteney  at  their  head. 

■  ■   •      '  -..*.■•.• 

*  JommaU  o/4k$  Frwmdol  AuemM/jf, 


*  ' 


r  ^ 


r  f 


I 

r 


■■■  * 


84  LIFE  OF  8IK  WILLIAM  JOHNSON,   BART. 

CHAP,  the  "West  Indies,  Vernon  directed  his  course  to  Porto- 
n.' 

wyL/  Bello,  which  became  an  easy  conquest.  The  fortress  of 
17^-  Chagre  was  also  taken  and  demolished  by  Vernon,  wd 
Europe  was  made  to  resound  with  his  praises  for  these  ex- 
ploits. Lord  Oathcart,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  land 
forces  of  the  expedition  was  entrusted,  having  died  at  Do* 
minioa,  a  victim  to  thcf  climate,  the  .command  devolved 
upon  "the  inexperienced  .and  irresolute  Wentworth."* 
Expectation  was  high  in  regard  to  anticipated  triumphs; 
and  in  May,  1741,  more  levies  were  required  from  the 
northern  colonies,  and  the  assembly  of  New  York  was  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Clarke  to  make  further  appropriations  for 
this  service.  It  was  hoped,  said  the  speech,  that  "  the 
glorious  beginning  would  excite  the  assembly  to  speedy 

*  and  gener6us  resolmtionsv"    But  this   "glorious  begin- 

ning "was  shortly  followed  by  the  miserable  ending  of 
the  expedition  against  Carthagena,  where,  weakened  by. 
uckness  in  ltd  most  frightful  forms,  asd  discouraged  by 
the  ill-judged  movements  of  their  commanders,- the  British 
troops  were  repulaed  in  an  attempt  to  storm  the  citadel) 
or  castle  commanding  the  town.  In  escaping  thence, 
Vernon  and  Wentworth  attempted  to  retrieve  their  sad 

^  reverses  at  Carthagena  by  a  descent  upon  Cuba.  •  A  landr 

ing  was  effected  in  a  bay,  on  the  south-eastern  part  of  that 
island,  in  July,  1741,  and  the  troops  ascenditig  a  river, 
encamped  about  twenty  miles  from  the  bay.  This  event 
was  announced  by  Mr.  Clarke,  in  a  speech  to  the  assem- 
bly, in  September.  General  Wentworth,  it  was  said,  had 
obtained  a  secure  footing  on  the  island,  and  recruits  and 
supplies  were  called  for  to  secure  the  conquest.'  But  they 

^    '"^.  were  not  needed.    After  remaining  inactive  in  their  posi- 

!  -/  ..\.        tion  till  the  month  of  November,  enfeebled  by  the  cli- 

\  iBMioroft. 

,  ^-  '  See  JoumaU  of  the  Provineial  AMen^lff,    In  this  speech  the  UeateMOit- 

.  -^''-  governor  reoommeiided  the  ena4tmeni  of  lawB  regulating  the  manufaoiiire 
and  sale  of  Mour  and  bread—  denoonoing  the  bolttts  and  balMra  for  their 
firaads,  &o. 
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BUfite,  and  their  numbers  wasted  hj  sickness,  the  troops  c^. 
irere  re-embarked,  «nd  sailed  to  Jamaica.*    The  whole  v-^-* 
expedition  was  a  deplorable  ftdlure.     The  levies,  from  the  ^^^• 
colonies  nearly  all  perished  fSrom  the  pestilence,  and  the 
entire  loss  of  lires  was'  estf  mated  at  twenty  thonsand.  Eng- 
land had  tnade  no  acquisitions,  and  had  inflicted  on*  the 
Spanish  West  Indies  far  less  evil  thaji  she  herself  had 
suffered."* 

Simultaneously  with  these  operations  in  the  West  In- 
dies, the  invasion  of  Florida  from  the  colonies,  had  bee^ 
determinejl  on,  the  command  being  entrusted  to  General 
Oglethorpe,^— the  benevolent  foundeir  of  Georgia, —  who 
was  ordered  to  raise  levies  of  provincial  for  that  puipose 
from  South  Carolina  and  his  own  infoiit  plantations^  This 
expedition,  though  successfully  commenced  by  the  cap- 
ture of  Fort  Diego,  distant  twenty-five  nules  from  St  Au- 
gustine,  owing  to  a  combination  of  untoward  circum- 
stances, ended  in  disaster — the  general  having  been  com- 
pelled to  raise  the  siege  of  the  ..last  mentioned  fortress, 
under  circumstances  that  caused  great  and  mutual  dissat- 
]9&ction  between  the  troops  and  their  commander.* 

These  hostilities,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  required 
the  services  of  Captain  Warren  at  sea,  to  which  he  seems 
to  have  been  ordered  very  soon  after  writing  the  letter  to 
his  nephew  cited  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  chapter ; 
inasmuch  as  he  was  engaged  iw  the  squadron  of  Commo- 
dore Price,  co^operatiug  Tvith  General  Oglethorpe  against 
St.  Augustine.     Th^.  vessel  commanded  by  Captain  War- 
ren at  this  time  is  not  mentioned;  but  he  was  certainly 
there  at  the  time  in  question,  for  when  it  was  found  that         ;  ' 
the  town  could  not  be  effectively  cannonaded  from  the      *"  ..    «« 
batteries  erected  by  Oglethorpe  on  an  island  in  th,e  rive;:       t^^j^^ 
opposite,  because  of  th^  distance,  a  pluii^  was  proposed  for  a       '^!V'»> . 
night  attack  upon  the  Spanish,  galleys  which  prevented  th0  V"-         . 
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CMP.  passage  of  the  xivler  for  a  direct  assault,  and  Captain  War- 
Wv-^iren  volunteered  to  conduct  the  enterprise.  "But,  on 
^'^^  sounding  the  bar,  the  water  was  found  too  shallow  to 
adtnit  the  passage  of  one  of  the  large  sh^s  to  the  attack, 
and  this  project  was  necessarily  abandoned."^  Prob^blyy 
however.  Captain  Warren  yraa  then  in  command  of  the 
Squirrel,  a :  twenty-gun  ship,  in  which  he  was  certainly 
cruising  upon  the  American  station'  eighteen  months  af- 
terward. In  1742  he  commanded  the  Launceton,  of  forty 
guns,  in  which  he  captured  the  Peregrina  -privateer, 
mounting  fourteen  carriage,  and  four  swivel  guns,  in  com^ 
pany  with  Captain  Edward  Aylmer,  of  the  Port -Mahon. 
Warren,  ^as  subsequently  promoted  to  the  Supcrbe,  of 
dixty  guns,  in  which  he  was  ordered  to  the  West  Indies, 
where  hfe  was  left  by  Admiral  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  in  com- 
mand as  conim^dore  of  a  sn^d-U  squadron  on  the  Antigua 
station.^  '.*l*he  activity  of  his  after-life  probably  left  him 
btit  little  jtiine  to  reside  on  shore  in  New  York,  before  his 
fetum  to  and  settlemtot  In  fingland.  But  of  this  here- 
after. 

,  I'janoe  wis  at  that  time  an  ally  of  Spain,  in  the  wars 

of  the  continent;  and  had  well  nigh  been  drawn  into  the 

contest  witJi'EngJand  in  1741.    The  queen  of  Spain  hav-* 

ing  formed  a  plan  foi*  erecting  a  kingdom  for  her  second 

Aon,  iDon  Philipj  from  some  of  the  Italian  dominions,  an 

army  of  fifteen  thousand  raen  was  embarked  foi"  that  bb- 

m     ject  at  Barcelona,  iof'Orbitello,  which  was  convoyed  thither 

by  the  united  squadrons  of  France  and  Spain  —  passing 

the  straits  of  Gibraltar  in  the  night,  while  Adihiral  tiad-' 

dock,  witli  a' fleet  of  twelve  st^t  of  the'  linte'wft^  lying  in 

' .  ,        the  bay.    The  British  admiral  sailing  froih'  Gibraltir,  fell 

" '  '^ .      in  with  theiri  in  a  few  days,  and  discovered  both  sqiiad- 

"  >V      rohs  draWn  up  iii  order  of  battle,  having  been  joined  by  the 

French  squadron  from  Toillon.  *  When,  beatihg  down  to 

— — -  —  -  -  -  —  ^    ■  ■  I  i-i  ■  — 
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^ve  the  Spaniards,  battle,  the  French  admiral  sent  a  flagoHAp. 
to  the  English,  informing  him  that  inasmuch  as  the  French  w^^^ 
and  Spanish  fleets  were  engaged  in  a  joint  expedition,  he  ^^^^- 
should  be  obliged  to  act  in  concert  with  his  master's  allies. 
The  combined  fleets  amounted  to  double  the  number  of 
the  English  ships ;  and  the  interposition  of  the  French 
admiral  prevented  an  engagement.^    Still  the  time  was 
not  far  distant  when  Fsanee  became  involved  in  the  con* 
test  witl^  !E!ngland,  by-  re^on  of  espousing  the  cause  of 
the  Chevalier  de  Si  George,  usually  called  '^the  pretends 
er."    And  an  expedition  in  -behalf  of  this  prince,  with  a 
mw  of  placing  him  upon  the  throne  of  his  ahoestors,  th« 
Stuarts,  under  a  belief  iMt  he  would  be  received  in  SoaU 
land  with  acdiamation,  was  set  on  foot  by  France  during 
the  present  year* 

Advices  of  the  intended  invasion  of  his  mi^sjty's  doe  XlAi 
minions,  in  behalf  of  ^^a  Popish  pretender,*'  'Were  conv- 
municated  to  the  general  aaaembly  of  2f^w  York  by  Gov- 
ernor Clinton,  in  April,  1744.  In  connection  with  ihis 
anticipated  act  of  hoUtUity,  which  would,  of  eourse  extei^ 
to  the  contiguous  colouies  of  the  two  countries,,  ^fficiezit 
measures  were  urged  for  placing  the  coutti^  inapbBture 
of  defence.  The  .teniper-  of  1ihe  colony,  in  regard  to  this 
movement  of  France,  niay  be  inferred  £rom  the  immediate 
action  of  the  assembly.  In  the  council.  Chief  Justice  De 
Lancey,  in  moving  an  Address  of  thanks  fol*  thse  speech, 
offered  also  a  resolution  expressive  of  the  abhorrence  of 
that  body  of  the  diBsigns  of  "France  in-  favor  of  the  pre- 
tendisr,  and  declaring  that  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of 
his  m^esty*s  subjects  depended  on  the  Protestant  su^ce%- 
fiion.  The  house  was  invited  to  join  in  the  address,  which 
request,  though  a  very  unusuftt  prdMdure,  wi^s  readily 
acquiesced' in,  and  the  address  w^  prepared  by  a  joint 
committee  of  th^  two  houses.^ .  From-  all  this  it  was  ey\- 

^SmoUett. 
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CHAP,  dent  tliat  a  war  was  very  near  at  hand,  and  that  the  fron- 
v-.^,,^  tiers  of  the  colony  might  again,  very  soon,  be  subjected  to 
1744.  the  ravages  of  a  foe  than  whose  tender  mercies  nothing 
could  be  more  cruel. 

An  appropriation  had  been  made  in  the  preceding  De- 
cember, to  enable  Governor  Clinton  to  meet  the  Six  If  ations 
in  general  council.  But  no  such  conference  had  yet  taken 
place.  Happening  to  be  in  Albany,  however,  ih  June  of 
the  present  year,  and  a  considerable  party  of  the  chiefs 
and  sachems  happening  to  be  there  also  at  the  saiQe  time, 
an  interview  took  place  at  which  the  formalities  almost 
of  a  general  council  were  interchanged.  The  governor 
commenced  his  speech  by  informing  them  thftt  he  had  it 
in  command  from  the  great  king  their  father,  .to  tell  them 
of  his  desire  that  the  covenant  chain  between  th^m  should 
be  kept  bright  and  strong.  He  then  informed  them  how 
his  majesty  had  sent  an  army  into  Germany  the  preceding 
year,  which  had  been  treacherously  attacked  by  tlie 
French,  contrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties.  But  by  the 
courage  of  the  English  they'  were  beaten,  and  obliged  to 
fly  across  the  Bhine.^  Not  only  00,  but  the  governor  told 
them  that  at  a  subsequent  day,  the  French  fleet  had  joined 
itdelf  to  the  fleet  of  his  majesty's  enemies,  the  Spaniards, 
and  having  attacked  .the  British  fleet, .  the  French  had 
again  been  Jseaten.'    After  this,  the  French  king  had  de- 

1  Referring  to  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  of  which  a  brief  acconnt  has  been 
given  in  a  preceding  note. 

*  Referring  to  the  irregular  and  unfortunate  engagement  between  th« 
English  and  the  combined  French  and  Spanish  fleets,  off  Toulon,  on  the 
eleventh  and'  twelfth  of  February,  1744.  The  Bn'glish  commander  was  Ad- 
miral Matthews,  under  whom  was  Vice  Admiral  Leetock.  The  French 
commander  was  M.  de  Court;  the  Spa^iish  Don  Nayarro.  The  combinod 
fleeta-had  been  blockadtd  in  Toulon.  But  on  attemipU&g  to  get  to  lea, 
they  were  attacked  by  Matthews,  who  himself,  behayed  with  great  intrer 
pidity ;  but  failed  in  his  tactics.  Between  Matthews  atfd  Lestook,  a  bitter 
antagonistical  feeling  existed;  and  pereeivhig  the  erroneous  mancfcUT^rs 
of  his  commander,  Lestock  furnished  a  precedent  for  Captain  Elliott,  in  the 
American  service,  oi^I^ake  Erie,  seventy  years  afterward,  by  mancsuver- 
ing  on  both  days,  sq  ai  ^o  keep  entirely  but  of  the  aetion.    For  tliia  oon- 
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dared  war  against  thoir  great  father,  who  in  torn  iiadciup. 
declared  war  against  him.*    For  the  present,  the  governor  ^^w 
wonld  not  urge  them  upon  the  wai;-path.    He  wished  1744. 
ihem  to  remain  at  home, —  to  be  on  their  guard  against 
the  arts  of  the  French,f— ^and  to  communicate  whatever 
information  they  could  obtain  to  the  -Indian  commission- 
ers at  Albany.   In  recompense;  for  their  fidelity,  they  were 
promised  protection  by  the  English ;  but  they  were  also 
told  by  the  governor  that  he  should  expect  them  to  assist 
hi  the  prosecution  of  the  war  whenever  called  upon  for 
that  purpose.    The  governor  farther  spoke  of  the  import- 
ance, t(f  tfaem,  of  maintaining  the  ■p<)st  of.  Oswego,  where 
they  could  always  purchase  goods  dieaper  than  tiiey  could, 
of  the  French.    The  French  had  their  eye.  upon  thiA  post, 
to  defend  which  Edx  pieces  of  ordnance  had  recently  been 
forwarded  thither ;  and  should  it  be  attacked,  the  govern- 
or expected  the  Six  Nations  to  tussist  in  its  defence.    In 
conclusion,^  the  governor  reminded  them  of  the  p):omise 
fbrmerly  made  by  the  Oayugas  and  Seuecas,  that  they 
would  concentrate  their  people  and  unite  their  castles.   If 
dus  measure  had  not  been  executed,  he  hoped  they  would 
attend  to  it  as  soon  as  posnible ;  since,  in  this  time  of  war, 
a  tmioi^'  of  their  natioits  would  greatly  add  to  their  strength 
and  reputation.    They  had  likewise  promised  that  no 
Frenchmen  should  be  suffered  to  live  among  them ;  which 
promise  the  governor  hoped  they  had  kept. 

This  Bpeech "  was  delivered  •  on  Ihe  eighteenth  of.  June. 
Two  days  afterward  the  chteis  replied ;  but  not  in  a  man* 
tier  altogether  satis&etory  to  the  governor  upon  the  main 
subject  of  his  speech — the  war  with  France.  TruCj  they 
reciprocated  his  excellency's  J)roffes8ion8  of  friendship  with 

• 

dnoi,  Lcitook  WM  brought  io  %  court  mftrab»l,.  but  instead  of  being  pun- 
iflhedy  M  he  deserved,  M^itthews,  who  had  really  fought  with  gallant  dar- 
ing, WM  dismissed  the  serried  for  allowing  the  fleets  to  escape  him  \  Such 
is  the  caprice  of  fortune. 

^The  French  declsration  of  the  war  of  1744,  was  dated  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  BlAMh.    On  the*  thirty -first  day  of  March,  the  EngHefa  deolaration  ' 
pobUshed  amidst  the  acclamations  of 'the  people. 
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cfBWkp,  as  much  apparent  cordiality  as  ever.  It  was  their  deter- 
wv*"  mination  to  strengthen  the  covenant  chain,  and  keep  it 
^^**-  strong  and  bright  as  long  as  the  sun  endures.  Indeed, 
"  we  will  preserve  it  so  strong  and  keep  it  so  bright^  that 
it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  devil  himself^  with  any 
of  his  wiles  and  arts,  to  bt'eak  or  rust  it."  Yet  they  were 
not  remarkably  anxious  to  prove  their  friendship  by  going 
Upon  the  war-path.  They  said  they  understood  all  that 
had  be^n  said  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  French  and 
the  war.  But,  as  to  engaging  in  it,  that  seemed  to  bo 
another  aifair.  They  wer^  indeed  a  wariike  people,  aud 
they  had  never  yet  been  engaged  in  a  war  in  which  ihey.  had 
not  sooner  or  later  prevailed.  But  they  did  not  now  like 
to  begin  the  war  with  Canada.  It  would.be  l^e  enough 
when  the  enemy  himself  had  tak^i  up  the  hatchet  AVlion 
the  enemy  should  have  attacked  any  of  the  subjects  of  the 
great  king,  tibeir  father,  they  would  be  ready  to  join  in 
del^^nding  themselves  against  thexa.  In  reference  to  the 
post  of  Oswego,  they  were  glad  it  was  to  be  preserved; 
but,  as  to  its  immediate  advantages  to  them,  in  their  trade, 
these  were^  not  so  great  as-  when  Jrst  established ;  they 
sold  goods  cheaper  to  the  Indians  then,  than  they  do  iiow*. 
They  liked  the  officer  in  command  ther«,  and  wished 
goods  might  become  as  cheap  as  before.  Yet,  should  it 
be  attacked,  they  would  aid  in  its  defence.  .In  regard  to 
the  proposed  concentration  of  their  two  western  nations, 
the  Cayugas  and  SeneCas,  they  were  too  busy  to  do  it  now. 
Nor  would  they  send  from  among  them  any  of  the  French 
that  might  be  residing  with  their  pjeople.  '*  We  have  just 
told  you  we  are  for  peace,  and  must  await  the  attacks  of 
the  enemy;  Should  we  take .  hold  of  any  French  that 
came  among  us,  we  should  be  the  first  aggressors."  ^ 

The  apprehensions  expressed  1^  the  governor,  respect- 
ing Oswego,  werec  by  no  means  groundless.  On  the 
twenty-fourth  of  June  he  laid  before  the  v  council  letters 

'^Tl^f  procMdings  of  this  lAoidenUl  connoll  may  be  found  ftt  Urgt  in 
the  CoutKil  MinuUM,  \ 
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from  the  commandant  of  Oswego,  advising  that  Monsieur  ciudr. 
Micol  Hayden  had  ascended  Lake  Ontario  past  that  post^  w^ 
with  a  small  force  (probably  of  observation) ;  and  some  ^^^ 
Indian  scouts  had  returned  from  Oadaracqui,  with  intelli* 
gence  that  the  Frwich  were  collecting  a  force  of  eight 
hwidrod  men  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Oswego,  and 
were  only  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  their  fleet  in  the  St 
Lawrence  to  complete  thei)r  arrangements  and  maJEC  the 
descent.* 

But  the  largest  and  most  important  Indian  council  of  the 
year  1744,  and  upon  which  the  pHncipal  sachems  and  ciiiefs 
of  the  Six  Nations  were  in  attendance  nearly  at  the  same 
time  that  Mr.  Clinton  was  holding  his  conference  with 
others  of  their  chie&  at  Albany,  took  place  {^t  Lancaster, 
in  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  commencing  on  the  twenty- 
seocmd  day  of  June,  and  ending  on  the  fourth  of  July. 
This-  council  was  convened  at  the  solicitation  of  Lieutenant- 
Govwnor  Thomas,  of  that  colony,  who  had  assumed  the  • 
office  of  mediator  between  tlie  Six  Nations  and  the  colonies 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia^  in  regard  to  tlie  ownerships  of 
certain  districts  of  country  within  the  extending  borders 
of  those  colonies,  claimed  by  the  Six  Nations.  It  will  .be 
remembered  that  complaints  of  trespasses  upon^  those 
lands,  especially  by  the  people  of  Maiyland,  were  uttered 
by  the  Six  Nation^  in  Philadelphia  two  years  before,  and 
also  that  the  governor  of  Maryland  *  was  written  to  upon 
the  subject  by  the  council  of  Pennsylvania  at  that  time,-r-<- 
the  Indians  having  -intimated  a  threat  that,  if  their  com- 
plaints were  not  attended  to,  they  were  able  to  do  justice 
to  themselves.  Mr.  Thomas  had  also  acted  as  a  media- 
tor between  the  Yirginiails  and  the  Six  Nations,  touch- 
ing the  skirmish  between  a  party  of  Iroquois  warriors  and 
a  small  body  -of  Virginia  militia-men,  undi^r  Captains 
M'Dowell  and^Buchanqin,  which  occurred  in  the  back  part 
of  the  colony^  in  December,  1742,  the  particulars  of  which 
have  already  been  related.    By  means  of  this  interposi- 

■        ■  ■  ■  i»  I  ■«  nil  11    ll  1  II 
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oMAP.  tion,  the  difficulty  had  been  adjusted; — both  parties  agree- 
w^^  ing  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  bury  the  transaction  in 
1744.  oblivion ;  Virginia  cementing  the  reconciliation  by  a  pro* 
sent  of  goods  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  pounds.  Yet 
the  land-controversy  remained  for  adjustment ;  although 
ft  wa&  not  apparent  at  the  council  of  1742,  that  the  claim 
of  the  Indians  extended  to  any  lands  uppn  which  the  pale 
faces  had  trespassed  in  Virginia^  They  were  indeed  rc^- 
ported  by  the  Indian  commissioners  at  Albany,  in-tbw 
dispatches  to  Lieutenaat-Goverpor  Clarke,  to  have  disa- 
vowed making  any  sueh  claim.  But  t^t  was  s^  wide  miih 
understanding  between  the  parties,  since  the  claim  was 
advanced  upon  .Virginia  as  well  as  Maryland ;  and  this 
council  was  invited  by  Mr*  Thomas,  for  the  purpose,  if 
possible,  of  effecting  such,  an  adjustment  of  the  contro- 
versy between  the-  parties  respectiyely,  as  should  be  satis^ 
fiactory  to  them  all.  . 

No.  doubt  the  an^ety  of  Mr.  Thomas  to  bring  about » 
reconciliation,  was  quickened  by  the  impending  conflict 
with  Prance.  He  saw  the  importance  of  the  Six  Nations 
as  a  barrier  between  the  English  and  French  colonies*  If. 
Mends,  to  quote  nearly  his  own  language,  they  were  capa- 
ble of  defending  the  English  settlements ;  if  enemies,  of 
making  cruel  ravages  upon  them ;  if  neutral,  they  could 
deny  the  French  a  passage  thtough  their  country  to  jstrike 
the  English  s^Bttlements,  and  moreover  give  timely  inform- 
ation of  their  designs.  The  advantages  of  cultivating  a 
good  understanding  with  them  were  therefore  obvioos, 
while  equally  evident  were  the  disadvantages  of  a  rupture. 
Hence  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Thomas  to  gather  the  present 
council,  to  which  Virginia  had. commissioned  as  delegates 
tiie  Honorable  Thomas  Lee,  and  Colonel  William  Beverley, 
and  Maryland  the  Honorable  Edmund  Jennings,  Philip 
Thomas,  Esquire,  and  Colonels  Bobert  Eing  and  Thoitias 
Calvil.  Mr.  Witham  Marshe  was  appointed  secretary  to 
the  commission,  'and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Craddock  chaplain.^ 

—    ■  ■■-  ■■        ■•       ■»-■   ■— —  -■  »-.-  ..  -■  ^..  -■»■  -  ■ ..  -  Ai .  ■ 

I  Witham  Marahe-r^  Afterward  Sir  William   Jolm8on*8   secretary  —  has 
left  4  Tery  partieular  and  edii(yiiig  journal  of  his  loumejr  to  and  from  this 
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The  number  of  Indian  deputies  ,pt*e0ent — chiefs  and  sa-cHAp: 
chemBy— ^is  not  stated;   but  they  came  like  a  caravan, w^w 
accompanied  by  warriors  who  were  not  chiefs,  and  by  wo-  ^^^' 
men  and  children  and  old  men,  to  the  number  of  mo/e 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  Several  of  their  women 
and  children  were  mounted  on  horseback,  "  a  Aing  veiy 
unusual  with  them ;"  and  their  warriors  were  armed  wi& 
muskets,  bows  and  arrows,  and '  tomahawks.*    On  enter- 
ing tbe  village  of  Lancaster,  ^^  a  great  multitude  of  people 
followed  ihem.    They  jnarched  in  verjr  good  order,  with 
Canassateego,  one  of  the  Onondagift  ehie&  at  their  head ) 
tfho,  when  he  came  near  to  the  quarters  of  the  commis- 
flioners,  sung,  in  the  Indian  language,  a  song,  inviting  to 
a  renewal  of  all  treaties  heretofore  made,  and  to  the  nego- 
tiation of  a  new  oue.''' 

The  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  Senecas  and  Tuscfr- 
roras  Were  each  represented.  The  Mohawks  were  not. 
Oanassateego  and  Tachanoontiaj  Onondagas,  and  Gach- 
radodow,  a  Cayuga^  were  the  speakers,  and  Conrad  Wei« 
ser,  whose  Indian  nime  was  Tarachawagon,  as.  usual,  the 
4nterpret6r. 

The  chiefe  with  their  retinue,  formed  an  encampment  in 
the  precincts  of  the  town,  which,  from  the  descriptions  of 
hoa€llBt  WitiiasQ  Marshe,  must  have  presented  a  rare  ex» 
araple  of  the  picturesque  in  human  life«  Wliile  the  sages 
were  in  council,  the  women .  occupied  themselves  with 
their  usual  domestic  concerns^  and  the  children  £rolick|dd 
about  at  their  option  —  the  boys  making  strong  their  arms 
hf  stringing  the  bow,  and  improving  their  skill  by  q)eed- 
.  lug  the  arrow,  oi^  hurling  their  little  hatchets  —  acquiring 
the  art,  in-  anticipati<m  of  .going  upon  the  war-patili,  of 
planting  the  hatchet,  in  the  trunk  of  a  tree  within  j^e 

conneil,  and  of  iU  proctedings  from  daj  to  day,  to  whioh  I  sbaU  haTo  oo* 
caMon  more  than  once  to  fefer.    T&is  onrious  itinerary  maj  be  found  in 
ToL  Tii,  JfoM.  m$.  CM.  • 
■  1  Martha's  Journal. 
•  idem. 
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CHAP.  dianLeter  of  a  hair  of  tbe  mark.  In  the  evenings,  when 
w—'  the  graver  affairs  Of  the  day  were  ended,  and  the  fires  were 
1744.  lighted,  the  young  men  indulged  in  their  favorite  sports 
and  games,  wild  and  grotesque,  before  the  groups  of  pale 
faces  that  gathered  around  their  encampment ;  now  illus^ 
trating  the  pow-wow  dance,  and  now  seizing  a  spear  in 
one  hand  and  a  hatchet  in  the  other,  making  the  woods 
ring  with  the  shrill  war  whoop,  as  around  the  blazing 
fire  they  performed  the  threatening  war-dance.  Among 
the  Mends  to  the  mission  was  the  celebrated  Catherine 
Montour,-^  a  princess  of  the  -Senecas  residing  at  the  head 
of  Seneca  lake  in  the  midst  of  a  clan  whom  she  ruled. 
Mrs.  Montour  was  a  half-breed,  her  fiither  according  to 
tradition  and  her  own  story,  having  been  governor  of 
Canada,  and  her  mother  a  Huron.  '  Until  about  ten  yean 
of  age,  ^e  had  been  carefiilly  reared  and  educated,  and 
her  manners,  even  then,  in  her  old  age,  were  afiS^kle,  and 
comparatively  .polite.  During  the  war  between  the  Sis 
ISTations  and  the  French  and  Hurons,  she  was  captured  and 
carried  into,  the  country  of  the  Senecas,  by  whom  she  wys 
adopted.  On  arriving  at  years  of  maturity  she  was  mai^ 
ried  to  a  &mous  war-oaptain,  who  was  in  great  esteetti  for 
the  glory  he  achieved  for  his  people  in  their  wars  agaixnt 
the  Catawbas,  by  whom  «he  had  several  children.  AboHt 
fifteen  years  before  the  date  of  this  council,  her  chief  vras 
slain  by  the  Oatawbas.  She  had  two  daughters,  both 
mamed  to  wtur-captains,  who  were  then  upon  the  war- 
path iat  the  south.  She  had  also  a  son,  John,  a  man  of 
great  prowess,  then  absent  against  Ihe  Oatawbas.  He  was 
a  brave  partisan  warrior  at  a  later  period,  and  a  great 
&vorite  of  Sir  William  Johnson — being  often  iu  his  ser- 
vice. Although  so  young  when  made  a  prisoner,  she  liiad 
nevertheless  preserved  her  language ;  and  being  iu  youth 
and  middle  age  very  handsome,  and  of  good  addi*ess,  she 
had  been  greatly  caressed  by  the  gentlewomen  of  Phila^ 
delphia  during  her  occasional  visits  to. that  city  with  her 
people  on  business. .  Indeed  she  was  always  held  in  great 


». 
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esteem  by  ihe  white  people,  invited  to  their  houses,  and  cti^v. 
entertained  with  marked  civility.*  ^— v— ' 

The  business  of  the  council  was  opened  by  Mr,  Thomas,  '^*^' 
in  a  speech  addressed  chiefly  to  the  commissioners  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  who  at  its  close  wore  formally  in- 
troduced to  the  ^sky  ambassadors  "  as.  brethren  who  had 
come  to  enlarge  the  fire  which  had  almost  gone  out,  and* 
to  brighten  the  chain  which  had  contracted  some  rust.*' 
To  the  chiefs  he  said :  "  receive  these  your  brethren  with 
open  arms,  and  unite  yourselves  to  them  in  l^o  covenant 
chain  as  one^body  and  6ne  soul."  .  The  speech'was  closed 
with  -exhortations  to  the  Indians  of  fidelity  toward  the 
English,  and  by  the  oft-repeated  cautions  ag;ain3t'tiie  arts 
and  designs  -of  the  French.  Canassateego  replied  that  the 
Indians  had  always  considered  A^saragoa,^  and  the  gov- 
ernor of  Maiyland  as  thdr  friends ;  but  inasmuch  as  they 
had  jnet  to  adjust  disputes  about  land,  he  preferred  having 
that  business'settled  first,  after  which  they  could  proceed 
^^to  confirm  the  friendship  subsisting  between  them." 

The  Maiyhmd  commissioners,  opened  their  case  first. 
They  were  surprised  when  they  heard  of  the  claim  of  the 
Six  Nations  two  years  ago,  to  any  of  their  lands,  and  were 
diq[>le88ed  at  the  threat  with  which  they  had  accompanied 
their  complaint, —  as  though  they  had  designed  to  terrify 
the  people  of  Maryland  into  a  compliance  with  their  de- 
mands. The  people  of  Maryland  had  been ,  in  possession 
of  the  lands  in  question  more  than  a  hundred  years,  with* 
out  having  h^ard  of  this  claim.  ,  IN'inety  years  ago  the 
Susquehanna  Indians  had  by  treaty  relinquished,  those 
lands.  Sixty  years  ago  the  Six.  Nations  had  acknow- 
ledged, at  Albany,  that  they  had  given  up  their  lands  and 
submitted  themselves  to  the  king  of  England.  In  a  word, 
they  believed  the  Six  lifations  had  no  rightfhl  claim  what- 
ever to  the  territory  in  dispute.  **  They  had  now  laid 
■  ■'      ■        '■  ■■1.1      ■  <.,.. 

>  WUhAm  Mftrt]»e'0  Jottrnal. 

*  The  naiBe  wMoh  lira  Indians  hnA  donfiBrred  npOB  tbe  governor 'of  Vir- 
ginia, tad  by  irliieh  thej  allways  addressed  him  or  his  represeftUtites. 
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OBAP. their  bosoms  bare;"  and  yet  they  were  villing,  in  order 
s.^.^^^  to  remove  every  cause  of  contention,  to  make  the  Six  Ua- 
^^**'  tions  a  valuable  present  of  goods,  which  they  had  brought 
along  "  in  a  ch^st,  with  the  key  in  their  pocket." 

Canilasateego  repUod.^  It  was  tru^e  that  the  Indians,  in 
making  their  complaint  agp-inst  the  tre^asses  upon  theii^ 
*'lands  by  the  people  of  Maryland,^  had  used  language  "  that 
looked  like  a  design  to  terrify  you.."  He  admitted  that 
they  had  done  so.  They  had  complained  in  regai^,t6 
trespasses  upon  their  landa  lEtbout  seven  years  ago.  But  no 
notice  was  taken  of  their  complaint.  "  Two  years  ago, 
therefore,  they  resolved  to  use  such  language  as  would 
make  the  greatest  impression  on  your  minds,  and  we  find 
it  has  had  its  effect.^  You, will  soon  have  understood  our 
expressions  in  their  true  sense.  We  had  no  evil  design, — 
no  desire  to  terrify  you,  but  to  put  you* on  doing  the  jus- 
tice you  have  so  long  delayed."  Ifaving  thus  explained 
the  intention  of  their  menace,  and  added  the  strong- 
est assurances  of  their  good  disposition  toward  -the  com- 
missiohers,  the  chief  proceeded  to  discuss  the  nature  of 
their  claim,  and  its  history, —  commencing  in  true  Indian 
style,  with  the  'first  phintiifg  of  the  European  colonies  in 
America.  "When  you  inentioned  the  aflair  of  the  land 
yesterday,  you  went  back  to  old  times.  You  told  us  you 
had  been  in  possession  of  the  province  of  Maryland  above 
onQ  hundred  years ;  but  what  is  one  hundred  years,  in 
comparison  of  the  length  of  time  since  our  clAim 'began? 
since  we  came  out  of  this  ground  ?  Long  before  one 
hundred 'years  our  ancestors  came  out  of  this  verygh>uiid, 
and  their  children  have  remained-  here  ever  since.    You 

came  out  of  the  ground  in  a  country  that  lies  beyotid  the 

I. 

■  <        ■'    I     .1      !■  ■!«      ■■      ■        I    ■        lyii  I  ■■  .III.  I        I  I  ■!    , 

\  ■ 

^For  some.accoimt  of  this  Indian  counselor,  and  an  interesting  anecdote 
concerning. him,  see  Proud's  Penn^lTania,  and  also  the  author's  Jiistory 
of  Wyoming.  Witham  Marshe  says  of  him :  **  He  wad  a  tall,  weU  ma^e 
man ;  bad  a  Tory  full  chest,  and  brawny  limbs.  He  had  a  manly  counter 
nance,  mixed  with  a  good  natured  smile.  He  was  about  sixty  years  of 
age ;  very  activfi,  strong,  and  had  a  surprising  liyeliness  ia  his  ^poeoh, 
whid^ I  observed  betwurthimt  Mr.  Wfjser, .and  some  of  thf  gaohems.'' 
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seas.  There  yon  may  have  a  just  daim,  hut  here  you  chap. 
must  allow  us  to  he  your  elder  hrethren.  It  is  true  that  w^-^ 
ahove  one  hundred  years  ago  the  Dutch  came  here  in  a  ^^**' 
ship,  and  hrought  us  goods  —  such  as  awls,  hatchets, 
knives,  guns,  and  other  things.  And  when  they  had 
taught  us  how  to  use  them,  and  saw  what  sort  of  people 
they  were,  we  liked  them  so  well  that  we  tied  their  ship 
to -the  bushes  on  the  shore.  Afterward,  liking  them  still 
better  the  longer  they  "staid  with  us,  and  thinking  the 
bushes  tao  slender,  we  removed  the  rope  and  tied  it  to*  the 
trees ;  and  as  the  trees  were  likely  to  be  blown  down -by 
the  high  winds,  or  to  decay  of  themselves,  we,  from  the 
^  afiection  we  bore  them^  again  removed  the  rope,  and  tied 
it  to  a  strong  and  big  rock.^  Not  content  with  this,  for 
its  ftirther  security,  we  removed  the  rope  to  the  BigMatav- 
tain,  and  there  we  tied  it  very  fast,  and  roHed  wampum 
about'  it ;'  and,  to  make  it  still  moce  secure,  we  stood 
upon  the  wampum  and  sat  down  upon  it.  To  prevent 
any  hurt  coming  to  it,  we  did  our  best  endeavors  that  it 
iliight  remain  uninjured  forever."  During  all  this  time, 
he  maintained,  the  Dutch  never  disputed  their  title  to  the 
land,  but  purchased  by  league  and  covenant,  -as  they 
needed.  Then  came  the  EnglisK,  Who,  the  Indians  were 
told,  became  one  people  with  the  Dutch.    The  English 

'  Here  ike  iait rpreier  said  th^  meant  ihtf  Oneida  oonntrj.  They  were 
called  the  People  of  the  Rook,  from  a  large  and,  peculiar  stone  in  tkeir 
eopptry,  whipbi  according  to  their  tradition  was  moving  westward,  and  the 
aation  mored  with  that  stone,  olr  rock.  Indeed  the  name,  Oneida,  signifies 
an  iiprifktrsUme,  By  some  of  the  Oneidas,  this  Oneida  9t<me  was  regarded 
as  a  proper  emblem,  or  representation  of  the  divinity  whom  they  worshiped. 
"Thie  stone,"  says  the  late  Rev.  Jeddediah  Morse,  D.  I).,  in  one  of  his 
missionary  toors,  *<  we  saw.  It  is  of  a  rude,  un wrought  shape,  rather  in- 
elined  to  oylifidrical,  and  of  more  than  a  hundred  pounds  weight.  It  bears ~ 
no  resemblance  to  any  of  the  stones  fotmd  in  that  country.*  Froik  whence 
it  was  brought,  no  one  can  tell.  The  tradition  is  that  it  fbllows  the  nation 
in  their  remoyals.  When  set  up  in  the  oroioh  of  a  tree,  the  peoplj^  w«re 
eappoeed  invinoible.'-  \ 

'^Thifl  was  an  allusion  to  the  Onondaga  eountry — the  People  of  the  Big 
MountidiL  r 


98  LIFB  OF  SIR  WILLIAM  J0HN60N,  BABT. 

G^AK  governor  came  to  Albany,  and  approving  mightily  of  the 
wyw  friendship  between  the.  Dutch  and  Indians,  wished  like- 
1744.  ^gg  ^  form  a  league  with  the  Six  Nations.  "  Looking 
into  what  had  passed  between  us,  he  found  that  the  rope 
which  tied  the  ship  ta  the  great  moiuitain,  was  only  £E^t- 
ened  with  wampum,  which  was  liable  to  break  and  rot* 
He  therefore  told  us  he  would  give  us  a  silver  chain, 
which  would  be  much  stronger,  and  would  last  forever. 
This  we  accepted,  and  fastened  the  ship  with  it,  and  it  has 
laetted  ever  since."-  Glancing  rapidly  over  the  history  of 
their  intercourse  with  the  Engl^h,  apd  arguing  that  on 
the  whole  that  intercourse  had. been  of  no  advantage  to 
them,  the  arrival  of  William  Penn  was  thus  referred  to : 
**  Our  brother  Onas,  a  great  while  ago,  came  to  Albany, 
to  buy  the  Susquehanna  lands  of  us ;  but  our  br6the.r  the 
governor  of  New  York, 'whoy  as  we  supposed,  had  not  a 
good  understanding  with  our  brother  Onas,  advised  us  not  , 
to  sell  him  any  land,  for  he  would,  make  an  ill  use  of  it; 
and,  pretending  to  be  our  good  friend,  he  advised  us,  in 
order  to  prevent  Onas,  or  any  other  person's  imposing 
upon  us,  and  that  we  might  always  have  our  land  when 
we  should  want  it,  to.  put  it  into  his  hands ;  and  told  ns 
he  would  keep  it  for  our  use,  and  never  open  his  hands, 
but  keep  them  close  shut,  and  not  part  with  any  of  it,  but 
at  our  own  request.  Accordingly  we  trusted  him,  and 
charged  him  to  keep  the  land  safe  for  our  use.  But  some 
time  after,  he  went  to  En^and,  and  carried  our  land  with 
him,  and  there  sold  it  to  our  brother  Onaa  for  a  large  sum 
of  money ;  and  when  afterward,  we  were  minded  to  sell 
our  brother  Onas  some  of  our  lands,  he  told  us  that  we 
had  sold  them  to  the  governor  of  New  York,  already,  and 
that  he  had  bought  them  of  him  ip  England !  But  when 
he  came  to  understand  how  the  governor  of  New  York 
had  deceived  us,  he  very  generously  paid  us  for  the  Sus- 
quehanna knds  over  again." 

Notwithstanding  the  dishonesty  thus  practiced  upon 
them  by  New  York,. however,  the  orator  ^idmitted  thftt  in 
their  wars  with  the  French,  they  Joad  received  such  ^uuufit- 
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ance  fix)m  New  York  as  had  enabled  them  ^^  to  keep  up  crap. 
their  heads  against  their  attacks."  In  regard  to  the  im*-v-v^ 
mediate  question  as  to  the  lands  now  in  controversy,  the  ^^^ 
orator  said  they  had  examined  the  titles  adduced  by  the 
commissioners,  to  the  Susquehanna  lands,  and  adpiitted 
their  validityi  The  Conestoga  or  Susquehanna  Indians  had 
sold  them  to  the  governor  of  Maryland  before  their  subj  li- 
gation by  the  Six  Katione,  and  therefore  they  had  a  right 
to  sell  them.  But  those  were  not  the  lands  in  dispute. 
The  Six  Nations  demanded^  satis&ction  for  no  part  of 
those  lands,  but  their  claim  was  from  the  Cohongotx)n« 
tas  lands.^  Those,  they  were  .sure,  had  not  been  in  the 
possession  of  the  people  of  Maryland  oae  hundred  years, 
iio,.n0r  even  ten  years;  and  the  Six  Nations  had  de^ 
manded  satisfaction  so  soon  as  they  were  apposed  that^the 
people  of  Maryland  had  settled  down  upon  them.  They 
had  never  been  sold ;  but  xmderstanding  that  the  commis- 
sioners were  provided  with  goods  to  pay  for  them,  ttey 
were* willing  to  treat  for  their  bale.  Canassateego.  added, 
that  .inasmuch  as  the  then  governors  of  Virginia,  Mary«» 
land  and  Pennsylvania  had  divided  the  lands  among  them^ 
the  Indians  could  not  tell  how  much  had  been  taken  by 
each,  nor  were  they  concerned  on  that  account,  provided 
ihey  were  paid  by  the  parties  upon  the  principles  of  honor 
and  justice.* 

TSext  in  order  the  discussion  was  resumed  by  Mr. 
Lee,  <^f  tlie  Virginia  commission,  who  acknowledged 
that  seven  years  before,  Oi^as  had  written  to  Assaragoa 
in  behalf  of  the  Six  Nations,  requesting  compensation 
for  certain  lands  claimed  by  them,  upon  which  they 
alleged  some  of  the  Virginians  had  taken  their  seats ; 
but  as  they  had  heard  that  the  Six  Nations  had  given  up 
their  lauds  to  the  great  king  long  ago,  and  as  Virginia  had 
been  in  possession  one  hundred  and  sixty  years,  Assara- 

1  Cohongorontat,  the  name  hj  which  the  Potomac  waa  caUed  by  the  Six 
Batiotia. 

'Dr,  Colden'i  aaoonnt  of  tJke  treaty. 


*•*» 
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cau*- gpa  thought  there  tnnst  be  some  mistake  in  the  matter* 
wv-'  He  had  therefore  requested  the  governor  of  New  York, 
1744.  nearly  two  years  ago,  to  make  some-  inquiry  upon  the 
fitibject.  That  governor  sent  a  message  to  the  great  coun- 
cil-fire at -Onondaga  more  than  a  yeai*  ago,  to  which  the 
ehiefs  answered,  "that  if  they  had  had  any  demands  or  pre- 
tensions upon  the  governor  of  Virginia,  they  would  hav^ 
made  it^lmown  to  the  governor  of  New  Tork."  It  was 
clear,  therefore,  that  the  Six  NatioAS  bad  no  claim  upon 
Virginia  for  the  Cohongorontaa  lands,  nor  for  any  other. 
Yet,  continued  the  -commissioners,  "  tell  us  what  nations 
of  Indians  you  conquered  lands  fix)m  in  Virginia,  how  many 
fflnce,  and  what  possessions  you  have  hgd ;  and  if  it  ap- . 
pears  that  there  are  any  lands  on  the  borders  of  "Virginia 
to  which  you  have  a  right,  we  are  willing  to  make  you 
satisfaction. 

This  speech  was  pronounced  by  Canassateego  to  be 
very  good  and  agreeable;  and  after  the  usual  time  for 
consideration  witii  the  Indians  had  elapsed,  Tachanoontia 
replied.*  He  said  they  claimed  the  lands  on  the  Susque- 
hanna and  on  the  Cohongorontas,'  and  back  of  the  great 
mountains  by  the  right  of  conquest  —  "a  right  too  dearly 
pui^hased,  and'which  cost  too  much  blood,  to  be  ^ven  up 
without  any  reason  at  all,  as  you  say  we  did  at  Albany." 
He  denied,  explicitly,  the  answer  said  to  have  been  re- 
turned to  <Jovemor  Clarke's  message -fix>m  Albany  the 
year  before.  No  such  answer  had  been  ^ven  either  by 
the  chiefii,  or  by  anybody  else.  If  they  held  the  &ct  to 
be  otherwise,  he  demanded  the  letter.   He  next  proceeded 

^  Tachanoontia  was  an  Onondaga  sachem  and  warrior.  **  He  was  a  taU» 
thin  man ;  old,  and  not  so  weU  featured  as  Canassateego,  but  about  the 
same  age.  He  is  one  of  the  greatest  warriors  that  oyer  the  Six  Nations 
produced,  and  has  been  a  great  war-captain  for  many  years  past.  This 
ehiflf  was  also  oaUed  The  Black  Prince,  because,  as  I  was  informed,  he 
If  as  either  the  son  of  an  Indian  woman  by  it  negro,  or  of  an  Indian  chief 
by  a  negroes ;  but  by  which  of  the  two  I  could  not  be  weU  assured.  The 
gOTomor  of  Canada  will  not  treat  with  any  of  the  Six  Nation,  unless 
TsiBhtooontia  is  personally  present,  he  hating  a  great  sway  in  all  the 
Indian  councils."—  WUham  Marshe. 
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to  enumerate  Ave  several  nations  of  Indians  in  Virginia  chap. 
whomthe  Six  Nations  had.  conquered,  "  and  who.  feel  the  wv— ' 
effects  of  our  conquests,  being  now  a  part  of  our  nations  ^^^• 
and  their  lands  at  our  disposal.    However,  the  chief  was 
not  disposed  to  prolong  the  discussion  concerning  the 
lands,  as,  understanding  that  commissioners  were  provided 
with  goods,  he  thought  that  question .  could  be  easily 
a^usted. 

Before  closing  his  speech,  however, 'Taehanoontii^  re- 
ferred, for  the  purpose  apparently  of  making  an.  expla- 
nation,, to  the  sMrmish  that  had  taken  place  in  tih^e  back 
part  of  Virginia,  in  Pecember,  1742,  between  a  party  pf 
the  Six  Nations'  warriors  aiid  a  detachment  of  Virginia 
militia,- under  Captains  M'Dowell  and  Buchanan,  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  have  been  already  stated.  This  a£Bair,  he 
Inserted,  had  been  occasioned  solely  by  the  aggression^ 
of  Virginia.  Twenty  years  ago,  at,  the  treaty  hel^d  by 
Gk)vemor  Spotteswood  in  Albany,  the  Six  Nations  had 
agreed  to  remove  their  road  to  the  middle  of  the  ridge  of 
{he  great  mountains.  .  But  the  Virginians,  contrary  to 
the  stipulations  of  that  treaty,  had  settled  on  that  road ; 
and  this  was  the  cause  orthe  affiray.  The  Six  Nations 
then  removed  their  road  again  to  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains; ^^hnt  it  was  not  long  before  your  people  came  like 
,a  flock  of  birds,  and  sat  down  on  both  sides  of  it."  Th^ 
could  not  remove  their  road  any  farther  back,  and  this 
matter,  said  the  chie^  must  be  settied  before  we.  can 
make  any  grant  of  land.  ^^  The  Virginia  people  must  be 
obliged  to  remove  farther  easterly,  or,  if  they  stay,  our 
warriors  must  share  what  they  plant.'* 

The  proceedings  were  interlocutory,  the  Maryland  com- 
missioners interposing  at  Ihi^  stage  of  ^em,  and  after  a 
speech  denying,  peremptorily,  the  claim  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, yet^  for  the  purpose  of  harmony,— that  they  might 
aH  he  of  one  heart,-^  offering  to  pay  for  a  title  to  the 
landfl  in  dispute  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  in 
goods«^ 

The  Vll;ginia  TOmmissioners  thereupon  renewed  the 
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<»AP.  discuBBion, —  inBisting  that  ^'  the  king  held  the  entire  teiw 
s-v— /  ritory  of  Virginia  by  right  of  conquest,  to  the  westward 
^^-  as  far  as  the  great  sea."  Even  if  the  Six  Nations  had 
conquered  any  Indians  beyond  the  great  monntains^  they 
yet  had  never  possessed  any  lands  there.  When  the  Eng« 
lish  came  those  lands  were  deserted*  But  aside  from  ihiis^ 
fact,  the  Indians  were  reminded  once  more  of  their  re- 
linquishment of  their  lands  to  the  great  king  fifty-eight 
years  before,  in  a  treaty  with  the  governor  of  New  York,  ait 
Albany.  Lord  Howard,  the  governor  of  Virginia,  being 
also  there.  They  had  then  not  only  given  up  their  lands 
to  the  king  for  his  protection,  but  declared  iSiemselvea 
his  subjects.^  In  respect  to.  the  a^Sdr  between  Captun 
M'DoweU  and  a  party  of  liieir  warriora,  the  commiaeion- 
ers  maintlsdned  that  tiie  Indians  had  not  hefpt  their  agree- 
ment with  <Jovertior  Spotteswood,  not  to  pass  or  repass 
within  certain  boimdariefi  without  written  passports,  cither 
x^ :'  from  the  governor  of  New  York  or  of  Virginia.  "  W^iak 
right  can  you  have  to  lands  that  you  have  no  right  to  walk 
ui)on,  but  upon  certain  conditions  ?  Nor  would  there  have 
been  any  collision,  had  the  Six  Nations  kept  the  peace 
with  the  southern  Indians,  which  hcul  been  oonfinned  at 
Albany  wi&  Qovemor  Clarke.  It  was  owing  tO'  the 
war  they  were  continuing  against  the  Catawbas,  that  the 
sldrmish  had  taken  place.  Yet,  after  all,  they,  the  oom- 
missioners^  were  willing  to  adjust  the  difficulty  upon  the 
basis  of  Governor  SpottesWood's  treaty,  and  furthenoore. 
to  pay  any  reasonable  denutnd  which  the  Six  Kations  sup^ 

1  TMb  wm  in  Uie  jetac  1687.  The  foUowing  passage  ftrom  the  speech  of 
the  Six  {Nations  on  that  occasion,  was  cited  by  the  Virginia  commSssionerat 
«  Brethren,  you  tell  us  the  king  of  England  is  a  Tory  great  king,  and  why 
should  you  net  join  with  us  in  any  just  cauee,  where  the  French  join  with 
our  enemies  in  a  very  uigust  cause?  0  breUurea,  we  see  the  reaeon  of  thia ; 
for  the  French  would  fain  kill  us  all,  and  when  that  is  done, -they  would 
carry  all  the  beayer  trade  to  Cai^ada,  and  the  great  king  of  England  would 
lose  the  land  likewise;  and  therefore,  0  great  sachem,  beyond  the  gr««i 
lakes,  awake,  and  su£fer  not  those  pooi  Indians,  that  haye  giyen  themselfvir 
and  thftir  lands  undw  your  protMtioD,  it  b9-^iitro{y«d  hj  the  Fraok 
without  a  cause." 
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poBed  themselves  to  have  for  the  territory  they  claimed,  c^. 
although,  as  they  had  been. informed,  tiie  southern  Indians  wv-^ 
were  claiming  the  same  lands.  ^^^ 

It  is  quite  probable  that  in  all  these  discussions,  there 
was  duplicity  on  both  sides.  The  Indians  saw  that  their 
own  importance  was  magnified  by  the  condition  of  the 
country^  while  the  commissioners,  for  the  same  cause, 
were  prepared  to  accede,  to  a  considerable .  extent,  even 
to  groundless  claims,  rather  than  give  such  umbrage  to 
the  Indians  as  might  by  any  possibility  drive  them  over  to 
the  French. 

The  yir§^nians  were  answered  by  a  Cayuga  chief  named 
Qachradodow — a  name  which  appears  in  this  negotiation 
only,  no  for  ^  I  am  acquainted  with  Indian  history.  Ad- 
dressing ^^ Brother  Assaragoa" — ''The  world,"  said  he, 
at  the  first,  was  made  on  the  other  side  of  the*  great  water, 
very  different  from  what  it  wa«  on  this  side,  as  may  be 
knTwn  fiom  the  different  colors  of  our  skin  and  our  fie^^ 
and  tiiat  whiclx  you  call  justice,  may  not  be  so  among  us. 
The  great  king  might  send  yoti  over  to  conquer  the  In- 
dians, but  it  looks  to  ud  that  God  did  not  approve  of  it. 
If  He  had,  He  w^ould  not  have  placed  the  great  sea  be- 
tween uf  where  iti8«  Though  great  things  are  remem- 
bered among  us,  yet  we  don't  remember  that  we  were 
ever  conquered  by  the  great  king,. or  that  we  have  been 
employed  by  that  king  to  conquer  others.  If  it  was  so, 
it  is  beyond  our  memories.  We  do  remembei^  we  were 
employed  by  Maryland  to  conquer  the  Conestogae,  and  the 
second  time  we  were  at  war  with  them,  he  carried  them  all 
off"  Ghachradodow  next  proceeded  to  expl^  their  conduct 
respecting  the  Catawbas.  They  had,  it  was  true,  at  Al- 
bany, when  their  brother  Assaragoa  sent  them,  some  belts 
of  wampum  from  the  Cherokees  and  Oatawbaa,  agreed  to  a 
peace  with  those  nations,  on  the  condition  that  they 
should  send  some  of  tiieir  great  meli  "  to  confirm  it  face 
to  face.'^  The  Cherokees  came,  and  after  tl^e  peace  wad 
confirmed,  the  Six  I^ations  escorted  them  back  to  their 
own  country  in  safety.     Bat  the  Gatawbas  refused  to 


•  i 
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CHAP,  come,  and  sent  a  taunting  message.  ' "  They  sent  word 
w^.-^  that  we  werfr  but  women  ;  that  they  were  men, —  double 
1744.  men, — and  that  they  would  be  always  at  war  with  us.  They 
have  been  treacherous,  and  know  it ;  so  that  the  war  must 
be  continued  till  one  of  us  is  destroyed.  Be  not  troubled 
at  what  we  do  to  the  Catawbas."  Th«  orator  proceeded 
to  touch  upon  other  points  in  the  speech  of  the  Virginia 
commissioners,-^  but  intimated  that  if  the  goods  they  had 
brought  were  sufficient  in  quantity  and  value,  their  diffi'- 
culties  might  be  adjusted.  "  You  told  us  that  you  had  a 
chest  of  goods,  and  the  key  in  your  pocket.  But  we 
have  never  seen  the  chest,  or  the  goods.  It  may  be  small, 
and  the  goods  few.  We  want  to  see  them,  and  come  to 
some  conclusion.  We|  have  been  sleeping  here  these  ten 
days,  and  have  done  nothing  to  the  purpose." 

The  public,  discussions  of -the  land  questions,  of  which 
I  have  barely'  attempted  to  sketch  the  leading  features, 
ceased  at  this  point.  It  had  been  all  along  evident  that 
the  Indians  were  wjllihg  to  grant  whatever  Maryland  and 
Virginia  desired ;  while,  as  has  been  seen,  both  of  .those 
colonies,  while  in  terms  denying  the  Indians  any  rights  in 
the  premises,  were  from  policy  disposed  to  buy  them  off 
at  reasonable  sums.  The  commissioners.having  prepared 
maps  of  the  districts,  the  Indian  title  to  which  they  were 
now  finally  to  extinguish,  and  the  Indians  having  assented 
thereto^  the  goods  to  be  given  in  ^consideration  were 
brought  for  the  examination  of  the  purchasers.  By  a 
previous  stipulation  with  Mr.  Thomas,  Virginia  was  to.pay 
one  hundred  pounds  value  in  goods,  to  heal  the  border 
skirmish  in  which  Captain  M'Dowell  fell.  To.  this  amount 
was  now  added  two  hundi'ed  pounds  iti  goods,  and  one 
hundred  in  gold.  The  commissioners  of  Maryland,  also, 
as  an  equivalent  for  the  disputed  land  already  in  their 
possession,  proposed  a  payment  of  goods  to  the  amount  of 
two  hundred  pounds,  and  a  like  addition  of  one  .hundred 
pounds  in  gold.*  The  negotiation  was  thus  closed,  and 
the  deeds  executed.  The  landB  in  Maryland  were  ^^  oozi» 
firmed  to  Lord'Baltimore  trith  definite  limits.    The  deed 
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to  VirgLnia  extended  the  claim  of  that  colony  indefinitely  ci^. 
to  the  west  and  northwest"  ^  But  in  executing  this  lasts,^.^-^ 
conveyance,  tiie  IndianiS  stipulated  that  their  case  should  ^^.^ 
be  commended'  to  the  consideration  of  the  great  king, 
should  their  brother  Assaragoa  push  his  settlements  yet 
farther  back  beyond  the  lineof-their  "  great  road  " — the 
right  to  which  road  was  again  tonfirmed.  But  Vain  were 
all  these  stipulations  to  save  the  red  nmn  from  his  doom  ! 
These  matters  having  thus  been  adjusted  to  the  satisfieu^- 
tion  of  the  parties,  it  was  determined  by  the  Maryland 
comtnissionets  lo  give  the  chiefe  by  special  invitation,  a 
grand  entertainment,— at  which,  of.  course  all  the  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  in  attendance  upon  the  council  wei:e 
guests.  Twenty-four  Indian  dignitaries  attended  the  feast, 
which  was  served  with  uncommon  preparation  and  cere- 
mony, in  the  court-house,  Gk>vemor  Thomas  presiding. 
Five  tables  were  spread,  the  sachems  being  seated  by 
themselves,  with  Canassateego  at  their  head.  '^  The  chiefb 
seemed  prodigiously  ple^^ed  with  their  feast,  for  they  fed 
lustily  and  drank  heartily,"  says  honest  Witham  Marshe. 
After  dinner,  being  warmed  into  a  glow  of  good  feeling,  the 
Indians,  through  the  interpreter,  informed  Governor  TJio- 
mas,  that  as  Lord  Baltimore,  the  proprietary  and  governor 
of  Maryland  was  not  known  to  the  Indians  by  ahy  particular 
-name,  they  had  agreed  in  council  to  take  the  first  conve- 
nient opportunity  when  a  large  eompany  should  be  present, 
to  confer  one  upon  him.  Such  a  trtmsiiction  being  with 
them  a  matter  of  great  form  and  ceremony,  the  deputies 
of  the  several  nations  had  drawn  lots  for  the  honor  of  per- 
forming ity  and  the  lot  had  fallen  upon  the  Cayugas,  who 
had  designated  their  chief  Gachradodow  for  that  purpose. 
The  name  with  which  the  lord  baron  of  Baltimore  was 
then  honored  was  Togasry-hogon^  ^^  denoting  precedency, 
Excellency,  or  living  in  the  middle,  or  honorable  place  be- 
tween AJssaragoa  and  our  brother  Onas,  by  whotn  our 
treaties  maybe  the  better  carried  on."  The  ceremony 
■ '    t .        ■  ■ 
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awLp.was  performed  "with  all  the  dignity  of  a  warrior,  the 
w^-/  gesture  ^f  an  orator,  and  in  a  very  gracefel  posture."  ^ 
1744:  All  the  differences  between  the  Indian^  and  their  broth- 
ers Tooarry-hogon  and  Assaragoa  haying  thus  been  adjust- 
ed, and  some  explanations  having  been  interchanged  be- 
tween Onas  and  the  chiefs,  respecting  the  murjier.by  a 
party  of  Delawares,  *  of  an  Indian  trader,  named  John 
Armstrong,  and  two  of  his  men,  and. also  in. regard  to  tt^e 
alleged  nwirder  of  scfveral  Indiana  on  the  Ohio,  by  white 
mfen;  and  the  lieutenant-governor  having  congratul^tted 
the  council  upon  the  happy  issue  of  their  deliberations, 
ihe  next  busin^ess  in  hand  was  to  sound  the  chiefs  on.  the 
yet  more  important  subject  of  the  French  war.  I^ears- 
ing,  as  Governor  Clintonhad  done  at  Albany,  the  story  of 
the  battle  of  Dettingen,  for  the  purpose  of  magnifying  the 
personal  prowess,  of  the  king,  and  the  sea-fight  of  Toulon, 
and  announcing  the  declarations  of  war  that  had  followed 
£hose  transactions,  Mr.  Thomas  reminded  thqm  of  their 
obligations  by  treaty  tb  assist  their  brethren  of  Pennsyiva- 
nia  against  the  French,  and  especially  to  prevent  them 
from  passing  through  their  country  to  make  war  upon  the 
English. 

A  conciliatory  speech  was  then  delivjered  by  the  Vir- 
ginia commissioners,'  in  which,  they  were  urged  by  all 
means  to*  make  peace  with  the  Catawbas,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  the  better  prepared  to  meet  their  common 
enemies,  the  French  and  Spaniards.  They  closed  by  im 
viting  them  to  send  some  of  their  promising  youths  to 

«  I  ■  I  ■  ■  — ^-^-^  111  III  II  ^m^mm^^  ^— ^— 

1  WiihvQ  MiM^she, —  wko  sflds  —  **  This  Oftohradodow  is  a  Tory  celebrated 
warrior,  and  one  of  the  Cayuga  ohiefo,  -about  forty  years  of  age,  tall; 
Btraighlr-limbed,  and  a  graceful  person,  but  not  so  fat  as  Oanassateego. 
His  action,  when  he  spoke,  was  certainly  the  meet  fraeefol,  ms  weU  "M 
bold,  thai  any  person  ever  saw ;  without  the  boffoenvy  of  the  French,  or 
the  OTer-Bolemn  deportment  of  the  haughty  Spaniards.  When  he  made  the 
.opmplimentary  speech  on  the  occasion  of  giving  the  new  name  to  Lord  Balti- 
piore,  he  was  complimented  by  the  goyernor  (Thomas),  who  sc^id,  *  that  he 
would  hare  made  a  good  figure  in  the  fbrnrn  of  old  Rome."  And  Mr.  Coife- 
missioner  Jennings  declared,  *  that  he  had  never  seen  so  just  an  action  in 
any  of  the  most  celebrated  orators  he  had  heard  ■peakt'  **-^Witkam  Manhe. 
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Virginia^  to  be  instract^  in  the  religion,  language  and  ow. 
caetoms  of  the  white  -people.  '  ^v-* 

The  chiefs  required  a  day  for  special  reflection,  before  ^^^ 
replying  to  these  addresses.  Meantime,  said  Canassatee^ 
go,  archly,  "  You  tell  us  you  beat  the  French.  If  so,  you 
must  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  rum  from  them,  and  can 
the  better  spare  us  some  of  that  liquor  to  make  us  rejoice 
with  you  in  the  victory  V* 

On  the  next  day  Canassateego  delivered  a  formal  reply 
to  each  of  their  addresses  in  ordei*.  He  admitted  that 
their  people  were  bound  by  the  faith  of  treaties  to  take 
part  in  the  French  war.  "  Wo  have  all  the  particulars  of 
these  treaties  in  our  hearts.  They  are  fresh  in  oiir  mem- 
ory. We  shall  never  forrget  that  we  have  but  one  hearty 
one  head,  one  eye/ one  ear,  and  one  hand.  We  shall  have 
all  your  country  under  our  eye,  and  take  all  the  care  we 
can  to  prevent  any  enemy  coming  into  it."  As  an  evi- 
denccat  once  6f  their  fidelity  and  precaution,  he  said  they 
had  sent  a  message  to  Younondio,  informing  him  that 
**there  was  room  enough  at  sea  to  fight,  where  he  might 
do  whkt  he  pleased ;  but  he  should  not  come  through  our 
country  to  fig*ht  the  English."  The  Six  Nations,  he  added, 
had  great  authprity  over  sundry  tribes  of  Indians  in  alli- 
ance with  the  French,  especially  over  "  the  praying  In* 
dians,  formerly  part  with  ourselves,  who  stand  in  the  very 
gates  of  the  French ;  and  to  show  our  care,'  we  have  fen- 
gaged  these  v^Tj  Indians  for  you.  They  will  not  join  the 
French  against  you.  "^ 

In  reply,  stuecially,  to  his  <^  Brother  Assaragoa,"  Canas- 
sateego said,  referriiig  to  their  war  against,  the  Catawbas, 
"they  ^re  spitefiil  and' ofFensiVe."  Yet,- although  **1iiey 
have  treated  us  contemptuously,"  the  Six  Nations  were 
wUUng  to  make  peace  with  them,  if  they  would  come  to 

"         I  ■  ,  .  ,         ■  '  '  •'I'm — *       ■  »■  »       » 

^XliQM  "pngfui|(  IndtftiiBt''  ^er«  the  CMigh^aifiiC^  reeidiag  n«ar  MonU 
rtiL 
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CB^.  the  north  and  treat  for  it.  In  reply  to  the  invitation  to 
%-v— '  sciid  some  of  their  children  to  Virgmia  to  be  educated,  he 
^744.  j-epii^ .  a  Brother  Aflfaragoa,  we  must  let  you  know  that 
we  love  our  ehildren  too  well  to  send  them  so  greats  way. 
The  Indians  are  not  inclined  to  give  their  children  educa- 
tion. We  allow  it  to  be  good.  We  thank  you  for  the 
invitation;  but  our  cuBtoms  being  diflferent  from  youra, 
you  must  excuse  us."  ^  When  acknowledging  the  gifts 
they  had  received  froto  the  proprietaries,  the  veteran  ora- 
tor was  evidently  atfected  in  the  contemplation  of  their  own 
poverty,  and  the  gloomy  anticipations  as  to  the  fate  of  his 
race  which  he  was  too  sagacioub  a  man  not  to  foresee: 
"We  have  provided  a  small  present  for  you;  but,  alasl 
we  are  poor,  and  shall  ever  remain  so,  as  long  as  there  are 
so  many  Indian  traders  amongst  us.  Their's  and  ^e  white 
peoplQ.'B  cattle  eat  up  all  the  grass,  and  make  deer  scarce. 
However,  we  have  provided  a  snjall  present  for  you." 
Saying  which  he  presented  ihree  bundles  of  sldns,  pne  for 
each  of  the  colonies  represented  in  council. 

Toward  the. conclusion  of  the  council,  while  the  several 
parties  to  it  were  engaged  drinking  healths,  and  ezchang- 

'        .  '  '  ' 

1  Bootor  Franklin,  in  his  mi8oeUane<m8  works,  has  giren  a  more  extended 
report  of  Canassateego^e  reply  to  the  invitation.  In  addition  to  this  re- 
mark whieh  I  hate  quoted  f^om  €(Hden'8  official  account  of  the  treaty, 
Franklin  jreports  Canassateego  to  hate  continned  hie  speech  thus:  "We- 
hate  had  some  experience  in  this  sending  of  our  children  to  your  schools. 
Several  of  our  young  people  were  formerly  broug|it  up  at  the  colleges  of 
the  northern  proirinceB ;  they  were  instructed  in  all  your  soieneee ;  but 
when  they  came  back  to  us,  they  were  bad  runners ;  ignorant  of  eTcnry 
m^ans  of  liT^ng  in  the  woods ;  unable  to  bear  either  oold  or  hunger ;  knew 
neither  how  to  buiM  a  cabin,  take  a  deer,  or  kiU  an  enemy ;  spoke  our 
language  imperfectly ;  were  therefore  neither  fit  for  hunters,  warriors,  or 
counselors ;  they  weire  totally  good  for  nothing.  We  are  howeyer,  not  the 
less  obliged  by  your  kind  offer  though  we  declina  accepting  it,  and  to  show 
our  grateftil  sense  of  it,  if  the  gentlemen  of  Virginia  wiU'send  us  a  dosea 
of  tj^eir  sons,  we  will  take  care  of  their  ediication,  instruct  them  in  all  w« 
know  and  make  v^tn  of  theol."  '  This  addition  to  ^'e  iaiokeB*fl  real  speech, 
was  deubtleea  one  of  Franklin's  pleasaakriee. 
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ing  parting  compliments,  Canassateego  playftdly  remarked  chap. 
to  Mr.  Thomas,  tihiat  they  had  given  them  J?VencA  glasses  w^—* 
to  drink  their  liquor  in,     "  We  desire  you  to  give  us  some  ^^^ 
in  English  glasses. '  *    The  governor  jaw  the  point  at  which 
the  shrewd  savage  was  arriving, —  the  English  glasses  be- 
ing the  largest, —  and  improved  the  occasion  by  the  ready 
reply :  "  Yes.    We  are  glad  to  hear  you  have  such  a  dis- 
like to  what  is  French.    I'hey  chtot  you  in  your  glasses 
as  well  as  in  everything  else." 


»        / 


CHAPTER    III. 

1744—1746. 

ciAt».  The  feposa  which  the  colonies  had  so  long  eiyoyed 
w^,w  under  the  administration  of  Sir  Rol;)ert  W  alpole, —  owing, 
1744,  probably,  not  more  to  the  policy  of  that  minister  than  to 
the  pacific  temper  of  the  duke  of  Orleans, —  the  regent  of . 
France  during  the  minority  of  Louis  XV,* —  was  of  course 
ended  by  the  receipt  of  the  declaration  of  war  against 
Prance,  as  stated  in  the  preceding  chapter.  Indeed  the 
news  of  this  declaration  had  not  reached  New  England, 
before  Duquesnel,  the  French  governor  of  Cape  Breton, 
resolving  upon  the  destruction  of  the  English  fishery  on 
the  north-eastern  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  Acadia,  as  it 
was  called  by  the  French,  invaded  the  island  Canseau, 
burnt  the  houses,  and  made  prisoners  both  of  the  garrison 
and  the  inhabitants.^  Attempts  were  likewise  made  by 
the  French  upon  Placentia,  in  Newfoundland,  and  upon 
Annapolis  in  Nova  Scotia,  in  both  of  which  enterprises 
they  were  unsuccessful, —  owing  to  a  miscarriage  of  the 
plan  in  one  instance,  and  to  the  timely  arrival  of  several 
companies  of  militia  and  rangers  fix)m  Massachusetts,  in 
the  other.' 

The  flames  of  war  having  thus  been  lighted  in  the 
north,  it  required  no  special  gift  of  prophecy  to  perceive, 
that  they  would  soon  blaze  along  the  whole  lines  of  the 
English  and  Freneh  colonies,  from  Cape  Breton  to  the 

1  MarshaU's  Introduotion. 
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trading  po8t8  of  Detroit  and  MichiliHiackinac,  or  Macki-cHAF. 
naw,  according  to  the  orthography  of  later  times.    Whats-v-^ 

1  '7AA. 

rendered  the  pending  war  yet  more  frightftiLto  the  inhab-  ^'*^' 
itaats  of  both  of  th^se  extended  chains  of  rival  colonies, 
was  the  fact  that  a  broad  belt  of  territory  between  ihem, 
was  peopled  exclusively  by  the  Indians, —  ever  ready  to 
snaff  blood  in  the  breeze,-—  and  generally  disposed  to  rush 
forth  upon  the  war-path  at  every  opportunity..  In  £Etct  the 
Micmacs,  the  Abenakiei  and  Etchmims,  or  the  canoe«*men 
of  St  John's  riyer,  with  perhaps  the  remains  of  other  and 
lesser  tribes  of  the  eastern  Indians,  whose  partialities  m- 
dined  ever  toward  the  French,  had  already  taken  part 
with  them  in  their  expedition  against  Annapolis.  These 
Indians,  twenty  years  before,  had  been  declared  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  government,  to  be  traitors  and 
robbers  ;^  and  a  formal  declaration  of  War  was  now  pro- 
claimed against  them,  by  that  colony,  with  a  bounty  for 
scalps  and  prisoners.' 

The  decl^j*ation  of  hostilities  was  announced  to  the 
general  assembly  of.  New  York,  by  Governor  Clinton,  at 
an  adjourned  session  opening  on  the  eighteenth  of  July, 
as  a  measure  that  had  become  indispensable  to  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the. crown,  not  only  because  of  the  attack 
upon  the  Mediterranean'  fleet,  but  above  all  because  of  the 
movements  of  France  in  behalf  of  the  pretender.  Immedi- 
ate and  strong  measures  were  urged  for  the  security  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  foir  the  general  defence  of  the  colony, 
especially  of  the  frontiers.  Measures,  it  was  intimated,  had 
already  been  taken  for  strengthening  the  posts  of  Oswego 
and  Saratoga.  In  speaking  of  his  interview  with  the  In<r 
dians  at  Albany,  it  was  stated  that  commissioners  from 
•Massachusetts  and  C!onnecticut  were  also  present,  the  ob- 
ject of  whose  visit  was  to  aid  in  cultivating  a  more  firm 

■       ■  ■         ■     ■  ■        ■  t  ^^^^—  ■ 
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CHAP,  and  extensive  alliance  with  that  people.  Their  mis^on 
w^— '  was  a  source  of  gratification  to  all  parties.  They  were 
I74i.  moreover  cloihed  with  full  powers  to  enter  into  a  strict 
union  with  ^KTew  York  and  the  other  English  calomes,  for 
the  purpose  Of  devising  and  executing  proper  measures 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  oflfensively  and  defiensively. 
Power  was  asked  to  enable  the  governor  to  appoint  like 
commissioners  to  confer  with  them.  The  fitting  out  of 
privateers  for  the  protection  of  the  coast' was  also  recom- 
mended, —  not  forgetting  the  supplies  and  ihe  adoption  of 
all  such  measures  as  would  enable  his  excellency  to  sup> 
port  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  government,  and  pursue 
every  method  for  its  safety. 

The  speech  was  followed,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  July, 
with  a  special  message  setting  forth  the  measures  that  had 
been  taken  by  the  executive  for  the  security  both  of  the 
city  and  the  frontiers;  and  miking  requisitions  for  all 
such  farther  measures  as  were  judged  essential  to  the  pub- 
Kc  defence.  For  the  protection  of  Albany  and  the  scat- 
tered settlements  north  of  it,  the  governor  strongly  urged 
the  erection  of  a  strong  fort  in  the  neighborhood  of  Crown 
Point.  As  such  a  work  would  be  calculated  as  well  t6 
guard  the  frontiers  of  the  New  England  colonies  as  those 
of  New  York,  it  was  suggested  that  it  dhduld  be  con- 
strueted  at  the  joint  expense  of  all.  Some  farther  mea- 
sures of  defence  had  been 'adopted  at  Oswego ;  and  it  was 
recommended  with  great  propriety  that  a  strong  fort 
should  be  built  at  Tierondequot,  or  at  ^ome  other  suitable 
point  in  the  Seneca  country,—  as  well  for  the  defence  of 
that  country  against  invasion,  as  by  means  of  a  strong 
garrison,  to  check  the  ws^vering  propensities  of  the  Sene- 
cOBj — the  strongest  of  the  Confederates,  and  the  most 
easily  tampered  witli  by  the  French.  Yet  another  mes- 
sage of  a  similar  character,  was  sent  down  to  the  assembly 
on  the  thirty-first  of  July,  recommending  the  erection  of 
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various  Works  of  defence  for  the  harbor  of  New  York ;  otaf. 
announobgthe  orgaaization  of  a  corps  of  rangers  from  ^ 
the  militia  of  Albany,  to  include  a  number  of  Indian^  ^^^ 
whose  business  it  should  be  to  traverse  the  country  north 
to  Canada,  as  perpetual  i^outa.    The  sending  of  troops  to 
be  stationed  at  Albany,  was  also  recommended. 

The  precipitate  and  cowardly  retre^Jb  of  the  English 
traders  -from  Oswego,  immediately  on  heai'ing  of  the  de-* 
claration  of  war,  eUeited  still  another  executive  communi- 
cation on  the  twentieth  of  August.  This  desertion  of  the 
trading  houses  had  created  a  very  unfavorable  impression 
upon  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  particularly  tiie  remote 
nations,  who,  on  coming  thither  to  trade,  had  found  the 
place  really  deserted,  and  the  goods  mostly  brought  away. 
The  assembly  were  therefore  earnestly  urged  to  adopt  the 
n^essary  measures  for  maintaining  that  important  pOst^ 
as  a  commanding  mart  for  trade  with  the  Indians,  ^upon  a 
mote  ample  and  efficieM  basis  than  had  ejdsted  before. 
Disadvantages,  other  than  such  aiB  might  arise  from  a  lose 
of  trade,  were  apprehended  by  the  governor.  The  Indians^ 
inspired  with  contempt  for  the  courage  of  men  frightened, 
as  it  were^  by  a>  shadow,  with  the  fall  of  Oswego,  would 
be  very  likely  to  desert  the  English  interests  for  the 
French. 

.^e  spirit  of  the  general  assembly  was  good.  .  Besoluj^ 
tions  were  promptly  passed  by  the  house,  nemine  coniradi- 
eenUj  pledging  the  ways  and  means  for  putting  the  colony 
in  a  suitable  posture  of  defence  by  sea  ^id  land.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  demonstration  made  in  Scotlatnd  "  in  favor 
of  a  Popish  pretender," .  a  resolution  was  adopted  requir- 
ing all  persons  in  the  colony  to  take  the  paths  prescribed 
by  act  of  parliament  for  the  security  of  the  government 
and  the  Protestant,  religion.  Bills  making  liberal  appro- 
priations,-.—liberal  considering  the  means  of  the  colony ,-*- 
for  the  public  exigencies  were  initiated  and  in  progress 
when  on  the  fourth  of  September,  another  message  waa 
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0^.  received  from  the  governor,  calculated  yet  more  rapidly 
v^v— 'to  accelerate  their  action.  It  covered  a  commnnicatioA 
"^  from  the  commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  of  an  alarming 
character.  Ijaformation  had  been  received  by  a  secret 
messenger  from  Canada,  that,  contrary  to  the  declarations 
of  Canassateego,  at  Lancaster,  as  to  the  temper  and  de- 
signs of  the  Oaughnawagas,  they,  with  the  other  Cftnadian 
Indians,  had  taken  up  the  hatchet  against  the  English,  and 
the  fall  of  Oswego  was  considered  inevitable,  unless  its 
feeble  garrison  could  be  reinforced.*  Information  respect- 
ing the  designs  of  the  French  upon  that  post,  had  idso 
been  received  by  the  Six  Nations. 

This  communication  was  considered  sa  important  that 
at  the  instance  of  Doctor  Oolden  and  Mr.  Murray,  of.  tha 
council,  a  conference  was  held  between  the  two  houses  in 
order  to  insure  prompt  and  efficient  action  for  the  public 
welfiarc  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey  opened  the  delibwu- 
tions  of  the  conference,  and  after  an  interchange  of  opin- 
ions it  was  determined  to  apply  to  the  governor  for  tji6 
addition  of  fifty  men  to  the  garrison  of  Oswego,  and  also 
for  orders  to  the  militia  of  Albany  to  hold  themselves  in 
instant  readiness  to  march  to  the  defence  of  that  post  iji 
the  event  of  an  invasion.  A  joint  address  in  accordance 
with  these  recommendations  was  made  to  the  goveriior, 
in  which  the  assembly  pledged  itself  "  cheerfully  to  con- 
tribute everything  in  its  power  for  the  defence  and  safely 


I  The  copuniaciontrs  at  ti^at  time»  cigning  this  communicatioii,  wen 
Messrs.  Mjndeit  Schuylet,  Abraham  Cuyler,  Cornelius  Cuyler,  Dirck  Ten 
Broeck,  Nicholaa  Bleeoker,  Jt^ianni^  Lansing,  and  John  Depeyster.  Among 
Qther  matters  detailed  in  the  letter,  was  ah  account  of  their  proceedings 
under  an  order  from  the  govtonor  to  send  Xaptain  Walter  Butler,  with  his 
BOn  ai  ati  interpreter,  upon  a  confidential  errand  te  Oswego.  The  gOTemor 
iiad  ei^oined  perfect  secrecy  as  to  this  mission ;  but  the  commiasioners 
state  that  the  flMst  was  known  in  Albany  before  thej  had  opened  his  exoel- 
lenoy's  dispatches.  An  admirable  commentary  this,  upon  the  manner  in 
which  secrets  aretisually  kept,  in  aU  timds,  in  peace  as  in  war. 
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of  the  colony,    and   for    repelling  any  attempt  of  the  crap. 


enemy."  »  '^-v^ 

Difficulties  were  experienced  in  regard  to  the  ways  and 
means,  arising  chiefly  from  the  reluctance  of  the  popular 
branch,  no  uncommon  thing  in  representative  govenir 
nie4t8,  to  meet  the  question  of  direct  taxation.  Yet  the 
Uberality  of  their  ,appropriations  attested  the  general  pa- 
triotism of  the  members^  Special  allowances  were  voted 
for  the  defences  of  Albany  and  Schenectady,  and  the 
round  sum  of  three  thousand  two  hundred  pounds  was 
granted  in  addition  for  the  defence- of  the  colony  at  large. 
Provision  was  likewise  made  for  the  support  of  the  pris- 
oners who  had  been  brought  into  New  York,  pursuant  to 
a  suggestion  of  the  governor,— who  was  commended  in 
an  address  for  his  clemency,  and  requested  to  relieve  the 
eolony  from  the  presence  of  those  prisoners,  and  others 
that  mi^t  be  brought  in^  with  all  convenient  dispatch. 

Thus  far  in  the  session,  no  action  had  ta(ken  place  in  the 
house  in  regard  to  the  propositions  from  the  'Sew  England 
colonies  for  effecting  a  general  alliance  among  the  Indians 
friendly  to  the  English,  and  also  for  a  closer  bond  of  union 
between  the  colonies,  in  order  to  the  more  efficient  con- 
duct of  the  war.  Upon  these  points  Governor  Shirley  wag 
particularly  anxious ;  and  on  the  eighteenth  of  September 
Mr.  Clinton  sent  a  message  to  the  assembly,  covering 
an  urgent .  letter  from  Shirley,  and  expressing  surprise 
that  the  assembly  had  done  nothing  hitherto  to  enable 
him  to  appoint  oommissioners  to  meet  those  in  attend- 
ance from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  confer 
together  in  a  matter  that  mast  redound  so  much  to  the 
benefit  of  the  colony.  Instead,  however,  of  complying 
with  this  request,  the  house  sent  up  to  the  governor  an 
address,  reminding  his  excellency  of  the  liberality  of  their 
appropri#tion8,-7- ample,  as,  they  ^conceived,  for  the  public 
exigencies, —  but  expressing  a  strong  reluctance  to  any 
action  upon  the  subject  of  the  proposed  plan  of  union. 
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<»».  They  thought  they  ought  not  to  ehter  upon  any.  scheme 
Wy^  the  details  of  which  had  not  been  imparted  to  them  that 
*'•*•  ihey  might  haver  fui  opportunily  of  exercising  their  own 
judgments  upon  it.  *  This  address  was  communicated  by 
Ae  governor  to  his  council  cm  the  twenty-first  ctf  Beptem- 
ber,  and  a  protracted  conference  between  the  two  branches 
ensued;  including  also,  another  point  of  difference,  viz: 
a  refusal  by  the  house,  of  an.  appiTopriation  to  erect  a  fort 
at  the  carrying-place  between  the  Hudson  river  and  Crown 
Point.  The  managers  on  the  part  of  the  council,  De  Lan- 
c&y  and  Murray,  presented  urgent  reasons  in  favor  of  ap- 
pointing commissioners  to  meet  those  from  the  other  colo- 
nies^ for  the  organization  of  a  league,  or  an  alliance, 
against  the  French ;  as,  for  instance,  the  advantages  of 
united  action, — the  increase  of  strength, —  the  confidence 
with  which  it  would  inspire  the  fidendly  Indians, —  the 
disoouragements  which  suc)x  a  union  would  £hrow  in  the 
way  of  the  French,  The  importance,  likewise,  of  erecting 
the  proposed  military  work  at  the  carrying-place,  wa«  ably 
niged^^  But  without  .fiuccess.  No  appropriation  was 
made  either  for  the  Indian  alliance,  or  for  the  commis* 
aioners,  or  for  the  erection  of  the  fortress ;  and  the  assem* 
biy  a<^oumed^  not  meeting  again  until  March,  1746. 

The  autumn  and  winter  were  passed  with  uncertainty 
90  to  the  temper  and  intentions  of  the  Sir  Nations,  and 
witb  considerable  -anxiety.  At  the  close  of  Septemb^^ 
dispatches  were  received  from  the  Indian  commissioners, 
expressing  lively  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  Oswego.  The 
efforts  of  the  cofnmisnoners  to  persuade  the  chie&  of  the 
Six  Nations  to  keep  a  number  of  their  warriors  from  each 
of  their  tribes  at  Oswego  for  its  defence,  had  been  ineffect- 
tfcal.  The  French  were  active  in  their  appliances  to  steal 
th«  hearts  of  that  fickle  people  from  the  English,  and  had 
at  that  time  no  fewer  than  twelve  emis^^es  among  the 
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Senecas. '  Upon  the  receipt  of  these  alarming  reports,  Mr.  ca^ 
Bleeeker,  the  interpreter,  Was  dispatched  into  the  Seneca  w^^-* 
country,  with  a  message  that  to  allow  those  emissaries  to 
remaip  among  them  was  breaking  their  covenant  chain« 
The  interpreter,  hoTv^ever,-  returned  in  December  with 
more  fevorable  news.  He  had  found  but  two  Frenchmeni 
smiths,  among  the  Senecas,  ahd  there  were  English  smith* 
among  them  without  molestation.  It  was  not  known  to 
the  Senecas  that  the  French  Indians  had  actnallj  taken 
up  the  hatchet ;  yet  they  were  told  that  the  Fi'ench  had 
entertained  them  at  a  war-feast,  and  joined  with  them  in 
their  daneies,—  carrying  aloft  the  heads  of  the  beasts  they 
had  slain,  and  ^eclBimg  that  thud  would  they  dance  with 
the  heads  of  the  English**  Other  reports,  received  by  the 
governor  and  council  from  time  to  time  during  the  winter^ 
by  corlrespondence  and  otherwise,  tended  to  keep  the  eye 
of  suspicion  from  slumber^  and  occasionally  to  quicken 
the  public  pulse.  A  deserter  from  the  French  post  at 
Niagara,  arrived  in  New  York  and  was  examined  before 
the  council  on  the  twelftti  of  February,  who  gave  a  particu«>  1745. 
lar  descripticHi  of  the  stirength  and  armament  of  that  fort- 
ress. He  had  travelled  Canada^  from  Quebec,  stopping 
at  Three  Rivers,  and  Gadaracqui,  before  his  desertion* 
There  were  one  hundred  men  at  Kiagara,  with  four  pieces 
of  cannon.  Gadaracqui  was  a  stone  fortress,  the  walls 
twelve  feet  high,  with  four,  bastions,  and  garrisoned  by 
two  hundred  meii.  Lieutenant  Butler,  at  Oswego,  wrote 
that  a  scout  returned  from  Ganada,  reported  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  force  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  with  a  body  of  In- 
dians, destined  against  that  post  in  the  spring.  The 
.French,  moreover,  were  expecting  latge  supplies  from 
France.* 
From  the  fickle  disposition  of  the  Indians,  great  caution 

1  CoonoU  MinnlM. 
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CHAP,  was  observed  in  regard  to  their  intercourse,  with  white 
V-V-— 'people,  whose  nation,  character,  and  desiffns,.  were  known 
^'  and  iinderstood.  The  laws  of  the  colony  forbade  ih&  resi- 
dence of  white  men  iUDQLOng.  the  Indians^  unless  by  ex- 
press permidsion.  Under  these  laws,  and  the  watchful 
policy  observed,  two  men,-  David  Seisberger,  and  Christian 
Frederick  Post,  having  been  found  residing  at  the  Canajo- 
harie  castle,^  without  a  license,  were  arrested  in  mid-win-^ 
ter  ^nd  dragged  to  New  Ygrk*  On  their -examination 
before  the  council,  however,  thej  were  found  to  be  two 
worthy  Germans,  members  of  the, Moravian. congr.egatiau 
at  the*  forks  of  the  Delaware,  who  had  been  sent  thither 
tp  learn  the  Mohawk  language  for  missionary  purposes. 
They  were  discharged  as  a  matter  of  course.^  Post  luid 
an  Indian  wife  and  jGamily ;  and  it  will  be  seen  farther  on 
that  he  afterward  performed  valuable  services  among  the 
Indians  on  the  Ohio. 

..  But^  notwithstanding  the  alarms  to  which  such  a  fron- 
tier as .  that  of  New  York  and  New  England,  in  such  a 
contest,  was  liable,  the  winter  passed  away  without  active 
hostilities  between  the  French  and  the  English, —  the  pale 
£BU)e8,  or  the  red.  Yet  this  inactivity  of  matter  did  not 
extend  to, mind;  and  it  was  during  this  season  of  com- 
parative repose,  that  William  Shirley,  governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts, suggested  i;he  plan  for  striking  a  blow  at  the 
power  of  Frajioe  in  America,  which  was  as  bold  in  its  con- 
ception, as  in  ita  execution  it  was  brilliant. 

1  Canajoharie,  or,  according  <o  ihe  orthographjr  of  the  Rey.  £(amuel  Kirk- 
laady  who  passed  hh  life  as  a  missiouary  among  the  SU  Nations,  Ca-na^Jo- 
ha-roOf  the  name  of  a  sm^U  river  flowing  into  the  Mohawk,  near  the  mouth 
of  which  stood  one  of  the  Mohawk  castles.  The  meaning  of  the  word,  lit- 
erally, is,  "  The-pot-that'waahes'itselfj**  applied  to  a  large  and  beautiful  ba- 
sin, worn  in  the  rock  which  forms  .the  bed  of  the  stream  two  miles  back 
from  the  Mohairk,  bj  (he  whirling  aotioa  of  the  water  falling  from  one  of 
the  cascades  abounding  upon  -this  stream.  This  'bAsin  i»  perhaps  twenty 
feet  in  diameter ;  but  the  water  has  been  directed  to  a  mUl-wheel.  * 

'  Council  Minutes. 
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Tke  harbor  of  Louisburg,  on  the  south-eastern  side  of  c^. 
the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  was  considered  the  key  to  thev,,.,^^ 
American  poflsessions  of  the  French,  By  the  treaty  of  ^^^^ 
Utrecht,  Newfoundland  and  Novia  Scotia,  including  the 
island  of  Cafaseau,  had  fallen  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
•tain,  while  by  the  same  instrument  Cape  Breton,  situated 
between  them  in  the  entrance  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrenqe,' 
had  been  ceded  to  the  French,  AflFordiug  convenient  hat- 
bors  for  Ae  reception  and  security  of  ships  of  eveiy  bur- 
den—  either  for  men  of  war,  .,or  ships  engaged  in  com- 
merce between  the  parent  country*  and ^her  Canadian  pod- 
sessions,  or  those  of  the  West  Indies, —  this  island  had 
beeome  of  vast  importance  to  France,  as  a  security  taher 
own  navigation  and  fisheries,  and  also  as  affording  in  time 
of  war,  great  facilities  for  interrupting  the  fisheries  and 
navigation  of  England  and  het  colonies.^  It  was  there- 
fore determined  to  build  a  fortified  town  upon  this  island, 
for  the  site  of  which  the  most  commodi6us  bay  upon  the 
south-eastern  side  was  chosen.  It  had  formerly  been  called 
"English  harbor,*'  but  the  name  was  change^  to  Louis- 
burg. Twenty-five  years  of  labor,  and  thirty  millions  of 
livres,  had  been  expended  upon  the  fortifications,  which 
were  now  deemed  almost  impregnable.  Indeed  it  was 
called  the  Dunkirk  of  America.'  "  Upon  a  neck  of  land 
on  the  south  side  of  the  harbor  was  built  the  town,  two 
miles  and  a  quarter  in  circiunference ;  fortified  in  every 
accessible  part  with,  a  rampart  of  stone,  from  thirty  to 
thirty-six  feet  high,  and  a  ditch  eight  feet  wide*  A  space 
about  two  himdred  yards  was  left  without  a  rampart,  on 
the  side  next  to  the  sea,  inclosed  by  a  simple  dyke  and  a 
line  of  -pickets.  There  were  six  bastions  and  three  bat- 
teries, containing  embrasures  for  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  cannon,  of  which  sixty-five  only  were  mounted,  an4 
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c^P^  sixteen  mortars.  On  an  island  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
*— v^  bor,  was  planted  a  battery  of  thirty  cannon,  being  tw^ty- 
^'  eight  pounders ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  harbor,  directly 
opposite  to  the  entrance,  was  the  grand  or  royal  battery 
of  twenty-eight  cannon, —  forty-two  pounders, —  and  two 
eighteen  pounders.  On  a  high  cliff  oppo^te  to  the  island 
battery,  stood  a  light-ho^se;  and  within  the  harbor,vatthe 
north*«afit  part,  was  a  magazine  of  naval  stores.  Th^' 
tQwn  was  regularly  laid  out  in  squjares,  with  broad  streets, 
built  up  with  houses,  mostly  of  wood,  but  some  of  stone. 
On  the  west  side,  near  the  rampart,  was  ^  spacious  citadel, 
and  a  large  parade ;  on  one  side  of  which  were  the  gover- 
nor's apartments,  tinder  the  ramparts  were  casernates  to 
receive  the  women  and  children  during  a  siege.  The  en- 
trance to  the  town,  on  the  land  side,  wiis  over  a  draw- 
bridge, near  to  which  was  a  circular  battery,  mounting  six- 
teen twenty-foi^r  pounders ;  and  from  its  position,  its  re- 
duction was  an  object  as  desirable  to  the  English  as  that 
of  CaHhage  was  to  the  Romatis.*'* 

From  the  prisoners  taken  at  Canseau  by  the  French, 
and  sent  into  Bostoti  the  preceding  year,  and  from  other 
sources,  Governor  Shirley  had  obtained  such  informatioa 
respecting  the  situation  and  condition  of  these  formidkbie 
works j  as  induced  him  to  form  the  project  of  a  sudden 
itivaaion,  with  a  view  of  canying  them  either  by  surprise 
or  by  storm.  Shirley  had  indeed  conceived  this' bold  and 
adventurous  enterprise  in  the  autumn  of  1744,  and  written 
to*  the  British  ministry  upon  the  eubject^ — dispatching  his 
letter  by  the  hand  of  an  intelligent  oflScer,  who  had  been 
captured  at  Canseau,  and  whose  knowledge  of  the  locali- 
ties and  strength  of  Louisburg,  he  doubted  not  wo^ld  be 
available  to  the  government.  The  enterprise  was  approved 
by  the  ministry,  and  orders  were  transmitted  to  Commo- 
dore "Warren,  then  commanding  a  squadron  in,  the  West 
— I i — 

1  Belknap.  *      . 
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Indies,  in  January,  to  proceed  northward  in  the  spring  ohap. 
and  co-operate  vrith  the  movements  of  Shirley.  Of  these  ^^»^r-^ 
instructions  the  latter  was  apprised;  but  impatient. of  '^* 
delay  he  proceeded' in  his  preparations  for  the  expedition 
in  anticip'ation  both  of  the  decijsion  of  the  goyemm,ent, 
and  the  movements  of  Warren.  These  preparations  were 
in  truth  accelerated  by  the  ardent  temperament  of  Colonel 
William  Yaughan^  of  New  Hampshire,  a  son  of  the  lieu- 
tenant-ecovertior  of  that  state,  and  a  man  of  a  hieh  and 
daring  fpirit,  who,  from  the  fohennen  in  his  employ,  had 
become  well  acquainted  with  the  harbor  and  defences  of 
the  place  it  was  intended  to  storm.  Being  in  confidential 
correspondence  with  Governor  Wentworth  upon  the  sub- 
ject,  Shirley's  project  was  communicated  to  Vaughan, 
who  embmcedit  with  all  the  ardor  which  bo  noble,  an  ei^ 
ploit  would  be  likely  to  inspire  a  man  of  his  bravery  and 
enthusiasm.  Nothing,  with  him,  waer  impracticable  which 
he  had  a  mind  to  accomplish ;  and  so  strong  were  his  <ion- 
victions  of  the  ptttcticability  of  the  conquest,  that  he 
would  fain  have  imdertaken  it  in  mid-«winter,  believing 
that  the  y^^s  might  be  scaled  by  the  aid  of  the  drifts  of 
snow.* 

Thus  far  the  project  had  been  kept  a  profound  secret  by 
Shirley  himself,  and  the  veiy  few  trust-wortHy  men  to 
whom  it  had  been  confided.  But  early  in  January  it  be- 
came necessary  for  the  governor  to  commi;micate  his 
design  to  the  general  t^ourt,  at  whose  hands  he  must  ask 
for  the  means  of  its  execution.  Seerecy  was  yet  desirable^ 
to  which  end  an  oath  of  confidence  was  administered  to 
the  members  before  .the  plan  was  laid  before  them.  Start- 
led at  the  magnitude  of  the  project,  as  well  as  at  its  bold-^ 
ness,  the  proposition  was  at  first  rejected;   but  subse- 

^  It  has  be«n  suggmted,  sajs  Belknap,  that  the  plan  of  this  enterprii e 
was  first -suggested  by  Vanghan.  Seyeral  other  persons  ha^e  claimed  the 
like  credit,  I  ha^e  discoTcred  ne  good  reason,  however,  for  deprfyuig 
Shirlej  of  the  honor  of  iia  ooneeption. 

16 
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oiup.  quently,  advantage  being  taken  of  the  absence  of  several 
wv-i-'inelnbers,  the  question  was  reconsidered,  and  the  under- 
^^^'  talcing  was  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  a  single  voice. 
Yet,  nothing  daunted,  the  governor  proceeded  to  arrange 
his  measures  with  characteristic  energy.  Circular  letters 
were  addressed  to  the  governors  of  all  the  colonies  south 
to  Pennsylvania  inclusive,  ijivoking  their  afisistauce  in  t^e 
enterprise,  and  asking  for  the  imposition  of  an  embargo 
upon  their  ports.  Armed  with  one  of  these  miseiyea^ 
Yaugl^an,  who  had  b^en  awaiting  the  autl^orization  of  the 
expedition  in  Boston,  rode  back  express  to  New  Hamp* 
shire,  the  legislature  of  which  was  then  in  session.  Went- 
worth,  the  governor,  was  already  enlisted  in  the  scheme ; 
and  the  legislature,  catching  fire  from  the  enthusiasm  of 
Yaughan,  entered  heartily  into  the  project,  4nd  made  the 
necessary  grants  for  the  quota  of  men  and  supplies  ex- 
pected from  that  colony.  Equal  readiness  to  forward  the 
enterprise  was  now  manifested  by  the  general  court.of 
MassachuBetts ;  and*  Shirley  assumed  the  ri^onsibility,  in 
the  face  of  his  instructions  from  the  orown,  of  sanctioHing 
kn  extraordinary  emission  of  bills  of  credit  to  meet  the 
heavy  expenditures  to  be  incurred, —  advising  Wentwo^ 
to  the  same  course.^  Until  the  issuing  of  the  circulars, 
moreovei^,  the  secret  had  been  well  kept;  nor,  probably, 
would  the  disclosure  then  have  been  made, —  at  least  not 
so  soon, — had  it  not  bee^  for  the  unguarded  fervor  ofx)ne 
.of  the  praying  members  of  the  general  court,. who,  at  the 
femily  altar,  while  earnestly  invoking  the  favor  of  Heaven 
upon  the  enterprise,  forgot  that  he  was  also  speaking  to 
human  auditors. 

The  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Bhode  Island  entered 
into  the  design  in  the  finest  spirit.  New  York  would  have 
done  likewise,  had  the  wishes  of  Goyemor  Clinton  been 

^  In  MassachnBetts  fifty  thoasand  pounds  of  bUlB  were  emitted  for  thie  tx- 
igeno7»  and  in  Neif  Hampshire  thirteen  thousand. 
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seconded  by  the  general  assearibly.  That  body  met  by  chat 
adjournment  on  the  twelfkh  of  March,  and  the  session  waowv-^ 
opened  by  a  speech  of  a  length  and  earnestness  propor-  ^^*' 
tioned  to  the  importance  of  the  crisis.  It  commenced  by 
announcing  to  the  assembly  the  projected  enterprise  of 
Massachusetts  and  her  sister  -colonies  of  JS&w  England 
against  Louisburg,  in  retaliation,  as',  it  was  alleged,  for 
the  attacks  of  the  French  during  the  preceding  yejar  upon 
Annapolis-Royal.  .Governor  Shirley  had  wiitten  him  a 
pressing  appeal  for  co-operation  in  this  enterprise ;  and 
concurrinjEf  entirely  in  his  views  as  to  its  importance,  the 
governor  informed  the  assembly,  that,  without  awaiting 
their  meeting,  he  had  already  acted  in  relation  thereto,  to 
the  extent  of  his  power  and  means.  He  had  sent  ten 
pieces  of  ordnance  to  Boston,  with  their  necessary  warlike 
implements ;  and  he  called  upon  the  assembly  to  respond 
to  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Shirley,  by  contributing  its  full 
proportion  to  the  expedition,  the  success  of  which  Would  bo 
of  infinite  advantage  to  the  province.  Aside  from  this 
great  undertaking,  fartlier  measures  for  the  defence  of  the 
colony  of  New  York  itself  were  strenuously  urged.  .There 
was.  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  crectiou  of  two  addi- 
tional forts  in  the  Indian  country,  not  only  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers,  but  to  give  the  Indians  confidencej 
^nd  afford  them,  places  of.  refuge  in  hours  of  disaster. 
Already,  for  want,  of  these,  they  wore  evidently  becoming 
cool  and  indifferent  toward  the  English,  He  renewed  the 
recommendation  for  an  appropriation  that  would^  enable 
him  to  appoint  commissioners  to  meet  those  of  tjie  other 
colonies  which  were  disposed  to  form  a  bond  of  union  f<^ 
the  common  defence.  The  advantages  to  flow  from  such 
a  leagup,  were  forcibly  set  fortli,  to  which  was  added  an 
expression  of  regret  at  the  course  the  assembly  had  adopt* 
ed  in  relation  to  the  proposition  at  the  preceding  session. 
It  was  indeed  the  expressed  desire  of  his  majesty,  that  in 
all  importapt  exigencies,  the  colonies  shotUd  unite  their 
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cBAf.  councils,  and  their  forces,  for  the  comnxon  security.    The 
wv-^  speech,  which  was  the  longest  thus  far  to  be  found  in  the 
colonial  journals,  closed  with  an  exhoi:t;atian  to  unanimity 
and  dispatch. 

-  The  council  promptly  responded  ta  the  speech  by  an 
address,  moved  by  Chief  Justice  Be  Lancey*  It  was'an 
echo  throughout,  but  especially  in  regard  to  the  Louis- 
burg  expedition.  High  praise  was  awarded  to  Massa-' 
chusfetts  for  the  energy  she  Wm  exerting  in  this  matter, 
and  the  council  closed  by  pledging  the  co-operation  of 
New  York.*  But  this  pledge  was  not  sustained  by  the 
house.  There  were  several  j)oints  of  the  speech  which 
that  body  received  unkindly  — among  which  were  the  l^i 
bukes  which  the  governor  had  administered  to  it  for  neg- 
lecting his  former  recoitimendations, —  particularly  in 
regard  to  the  proposed  commissioners  of  union,  and  the 
Appointment. of  a  solicitor  for  the  colony  to  attend  to  their 
interests  in  the  parent  country.  Consciousness  of  their 
neglect  of  the  public  interests  in  those  respects  then, 
neither  iiyiproved  the  temper  of  the  members,  nor  prompt- 
ed them  to  a  performance  of  the  obligations  of  patriotism 
now.  Toward  the  governor  th^y  were  not  only  guilty  of 
the  discourtesy  of  returning  him  no  address  in  answer  to 
his  speech,  but  they  manifested  no  disposition  to  comply 
with  either  of  his  present  recommendf^tions.  A  special 
message,  on  the  fourteenth  of  April,  announcing  the  arrival 
of  a  large  French  force  in  Martinique,  the  destination  of 
which  it  wad  apprehended  might  be  against  New  York, 
did  indeed  arouse  the  assembly  for  a  momept  to  the  im- 
portance of  providing  some  farther  defences  for  the  har- 
bor, and  a  conference  with  the  council  upon  the  subject 
was  asked  and  granted.  Still,  although  a  show  of  liber- 
ality wis  exhibited  in  tike  appropriations  proposed  for  this 
branch  of  the  public  service,  the  house  sought  to  interfere 

■  ■■■<■»■■  li         ■  m  A  m  I      ^      ■     ■!      »  »  ■  1  •       ■  ■  ■         a 

^  Jpumals  pf  the  LogiBlaiUe  Goaaoil. 
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iifiih  what  was  claimed  as  a  prerogative  of  the  executive,  ohap- 
by  specifications  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the*  money  ^-^v-^ 

1  fAH. 

ghonlij  be  expended,  and  designations  of  the  points  to  be   * 
fortified-^ an  interference,  certainly,  with  the  appropriate 
duties'  of  the  commander-in-chief. 

There  was  yet  another  cause  of  irritation  on  the  part"  of 
the  house,  so  early  as  the  year  1709,  the  general  assembly 
had  found  it  necessaiy,  ih  providing  ways  and  means  for 
the  public  service,— especially  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
several  wars  in  which  the  colony  had  been  involved  by 
the  parent  government,— to  issue  a  paper  currency  caUM 
bills  of  credit/  The  operation  had  been  repeated  from 
time  to  time,  in  emergent  cases, — sonietimes  with  the 

• 

approbation  of  the  crown,  and  sometimes  not, —  until 
thfese  paper  issues  had  beconae  a  part  of  the  policy  of  the 
colony.  Others  of  the  colonies,  laboiing  under  the  same 
necessities,  had  resorted  to  the  same  measui*es  of  finance ; 
but  to  which  the  crown,  jealous  of  its  prerogative  in  all 
matters  of  currency,  had  uniformly  been  oppo&ed.  For 
many  years,  therefore,  antecedent  to  this  period,  the  royal 
governors  had  arrived  in  the  colony  clothed  with  ipstruo-* 
tions  against  allowing  fiarther  emissions  of  bills  of  credit  ;^-^ 
instrucJtions,  however,  which  the  St^m  law  of  necessity 
had  seldom  allowed  them  to  enforce.  Still  the  crown, 
keenly  alive  to  every  step  of  independent  action  on  the 
part  of  the  colonies,  was  pepsisting  hi 'its  war  against  h, 
colonial  currency  even  of  paper }  and  a  bill  was  now  before 
parliament  upon  the  subject,  which  gave  great  alarm  to  the 
people.    Professedly,  its  design  -^as  merely  for  preventing 

these  bills  of  credit  from  being  made  a  legal  tender ;  but 
it  was  discovered  that  the  bill  was  to  have  a  far  more 
extensive  operation, — **  obliging  and  enjoining  the  legisla- 
tures of  every  colony  to  pay  strict  obedience  to  all  sucl^ 
orders  and  instructions  as  might  from  time  to  time  be 
transmitted  to  then^  or  any  of  them,  by  his  majesty  or 
his  successors,  or  by  or  und^  his  or  their  authority.'' 
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c^R.  Sucli^n  act,  it  was  justly  held,  ",wailld  establish  an  abso- 
^•v^  lute  power  in  the  crown,  in  all  the  British  plantations, 
1746.  ^^^  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  liberties  and  privi* 

•  9 

leges  inherent  in  an  English  man,  while  he  is  in  a  British 
dominion.''  ^  ^ 

Vexed  with  themselves,  and  witl\  the  governor;  for  rea- 
sons already  mentioned,  and  still  more  for .  their  own  re- 
missness in  not  having  made  seasonable  provision  for  ii 
resident  ageiit  in  London  to  watch  over  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  and  who  .might  perhaps  successfully  oppose 
this  bill, — the  house  evinced  a  ..disposition,  Yi^ithout  any 
sufficient  reason,  as  itseema  to  me,  to  thwart  th^  governor 
upon  every  point.  In  addition  to  the  discourtesies  here-: 
tofpre  mentioned,  in  regard  to  the  erection  of  fortifiea- 
tions,  "  it  ordered  the  qity  members  to  inquire  for  and 
consult  some  engineer ;  intimated  a*  design  to  lessen  the 
^rriso^  at  Oswego ;  declined  the  project  of  a  guard-ship ; 
rejected  th^  renewed  recommendation  for  appointing  joint 
oommissioners  to  tr^at  with  the  Indians  for  mutual  de- 
fence ;  voted  but  three  thousand  pounds  toward  the  Louis- 
burg  expedition;  and  declined  the  provision  of  presents. 
for  the  Indians.*'  *  . 

•  It  was  very  evident  that  no  good  could  result  from  the 
^tion  of  an  fvssembly  between  which,  and  the  governor 
such  ah  unpleasant  state  of  feeling  ^^eicisted.  The  session 
had  been  extended  already  to  more  than  two  months,  and 
nothing  had  been  done  for  the  public  defence.  Even  the 
bill  making  the  paltry  appropriation  of  three  thousand 
pounds  toward  the  New  England  expedition,  had  not. 
passed  the  council.  Indeq^  only  four  bills^  and  those  of 
no  great  importance,  were  awaiting  the  approval  of  the 


■■«  I    I  ■ 


'^  Bee  report  of  a  committee  of  ike  house  ef  atiemblyi,  colonial  Jeumftla^ 
lUn»h  15, 1745. 

<Sitaith's  Hhtory  of  New  Tvrk,  toI.  ii^.l^.  9(H  91.' 
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governor.^  In  this  situatiou'of  affiairs,  the  governor,  in.  no  c^. 
•very  pleasant  Humor,  on  the-fonrteei^tli  of  May  required  wv—* 
th*8  iassembly  to  n;ieet  him  in  the  council  chamber,,  in  order 
to  its  dissolution.  In  his  speech  on  the  occasion^  the  gov- 
ernor said  he  was  prompted  to  that  meaarure  by  many 
reasons.  From  an^  inspection  of  their  journals  he  observed  ^ 
they  were  ^  bringing  their  proceedings  to  a  close,  without 
having  heeded  most  of  the  recommendations  he  had  made 
to  them  in  his  former  (speech eB  and' messages,  although  the 
greater  part  of  those  recommendations  had  been  confined 
exclusively  to  the  public  service.  It  was,  indeed,  true  that 
he  had  expected  but  little  from  them  after  the  disrei^ect 
tiiey  had  tnanifested  toward  him  by  omitting  to  present 
an  answer  to  his  speecji.  But,  notwithstanding  this  mark 
of  disrespect,  such  had  been  his  anxiety  for  the  welfare  o( 
the  province  that  he  had  paid  no  attention  to  it,— having 
Baade  to  them  from  time  to  time  all  necessary  communi- 
cations, and  given  them  all  the  information  relating  to 
the  state  of  the  colony,  within  his  po\^cr.  Nothing 
.that  could. enlighten  them  had  been  withholden.  He 
Ipo^e  of  difficiilties  threatening  commotions  among  the 
Indians.  He  had  signified  to  the  assembly  the  necessity 
of  frequent  interviews  with  these  people,  and  of  leaking 
them-  presents,  in  order  to  retain  their  confidence,  rilay 
their  disquietudes,  and  renew' their  treaties.  No  resjJect 
had  been  paid  to  his  recommendations  upon  this  subject^ — 
nor  for  the  erection  of  the  forts  wanted  in  the  interior,-^ 
nor  even  for  the  payment  of  scouts,  and  the  adoption  of 
such  other  prudetitial  paeaaures  as  were  necessary  for  Ihe 
secttrity  of  the  frontier  settlers.*    He  spoke  of  tlie  oon- 

, -£ , : : 

'  Oi^e  of  th«ae  four  biUs  wta  for  the  encourag/Bment  of  priratbering. 
AnoUrar  was  a  biH,  oi^igmaiing  U  ihe  house,^  whioh  was  passed  l|/  Ihe 
ooQBoil,  on  th«  tenth  of  Maj,  to  preyent  the  sI^tos  in  the  city  of  Albany 
from  funning>twa^  to  Canada.  By  this  act  the  crime  was  declared  a  capi- 
tal offence,  and  the*  council  so  amended  the  biU  that  th«  offendw  was  to  be 
put  to  death  **  without  bene^t  of  olergy.!^ 
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ci^p- tempt  with  which  thoy.Jiad  treated  the- petition  of  the 
wv^  people  north  of  Albany,  who  wew>  alarmed  at  jiie  conduct 
^'  of  the  Indians ;  and .  of  the  indecency  oi  their  conduct 
toward  him  in  connection  with  that  petition.  Yet,  so, 
far  as  his  own  individual  feelings  were  coneern^d,  he-said 
he  could  almost  ovc^4ook  all  their  ill  trea^ent  of  himself 
could  he  enterl^in  the,  least  hope  of  awakening  them  to  a 
prqper  sense  of  their  duty  toward  his  majesty,  and  the' 
people  they  represented ;  but  they  had  treated  his  miy esty's 
orders j  conveyed  in  abetter  from  the  ^xkke  of  Jfewcaetle, 
with  equal  mdiflference, — having  even  misrepresented  itn 
contents,  particularly  in  regard  to  certain  orders  to  Commo- 
dore Warren,  and  the  service  in  which  he  was  engaged. 
They  ha^  neglected  to  make  provision  for  the  maintenance 
and  transportation  honi^^  of  the  French  prisoners  then 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  Nor  had  they  evepi  made  an 
appropriation  for  the  money  he  had  advanced,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  his  majesty's  councij,  for  the  defence  of  Oswego 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  They  had,  moreover, 
undertaken  to  exercise  the  power  of  designating  the  points 
in  tlie  harbor  to  be  fortified,  and  the  number  of  guns  tf 
be  mounted  at  particular  ports,  and  even  directed  the 
issues  of  gun-powdei:  and  other  articles  of  war,  without 
consulting  the  commander-in-chief,--^  thus  in  .effect  assumr 
ing  the  entire  administration  of  the  government,  and 
arresting  his  majesty's  authority  £rom  the  hands  of  the 
governor,  **  Tl^us-  from  an  invincible  untowardness  on 
the  one  ^and,  or.  ap  immediate  -  thirst  for  power  on  tha 
other,  they  had  become  a  dead- weight  on  the  other  branches 
of  the  govemmentw"  They  had  "  protracted  the  assemblj 
to  a  most  unreasonable  lengfli,'  without  doing  anything 
effective  for  the  honor  of  his  majesty  or  the  seirice,  credit, 
or  security  of  the  province  or  the  people."  He  was  there- 
fore constrained  to  put  an  end  td  the  session;  and  the 
assembly  was  dissolved.^ 

>  See  Journal*  of  the  Colonial  Atttmbfy, 
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^  Meantime  the  preparations  of  Goyemor  Shirley,  for  the  cmp. 
invasion  of  Cape  Breton,  had  beeu  pushed  forward  ^th^^^ 
a  degree  of  vigor  characteristic  of  the  sons  of  the  Pilgrims  ^^^* 
when  roused  to  action,  and  bent  upon  some  achievemeni; 
r^uiring  energy  and  courage  like  their  own.  .  Indeed  the 
expedition  had  embarked,  and  w^  r 

.    **In  brftT6  porsoit  of  obiTalroiU  empriM,^ 

Weeks  before  the  dissolution  of  Governor  Clinton's  re* 
fractory  assembly,  which,  with  a  parsimony  not  usual  to 
New  York,  had  refiised  to  contribute  a  single  pound  ster-. 
ling  toward  the  undertaking.^ 

The  design  of  Shirley  was  to  dispatch  an  army  of  at 
least  four  thousand  men  well*  appointed,  and  if  possible 
to  take  Louisburg  by  sorprise — calculating,— correctly 
as  the  event  proved, — that  the  floes  of  ice  prevailing  in  the 
waters  of  Cape  Breton  in  the  early  weeks  of  spring,  and  the 
dense  fogs,  would  prevent  any  communicatioti  by  means  of 
which  the  enemy  could  be  apprised  of  the  intended  inv«h 
sion.  The  people  caught  the  enthusiasm  of  their  leaders ; 
and  although  not  a  recruit  was  mustered  from  beyond  the 
confines  of  New  Englandj^  yet  the  fall*  complement  was 
promptly  supplied.  Massachusetts  raised  three  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men ;  Connecticut  five  hundred  and 

sixteen ;  and  New  Hampshire  three  hundred  and  four,*— 

-  -      ■      ../-■■      .  ^        -  ■       ■  ■  -  ■  ■ 

^  "The  goTemment  of  New  York,"  sajB  Dunlop's  imperfect  and  ill- 
digMted  history  of  the  state,  **  was  wise  enough  to  Join  in  this  plan  of  oon-  '    / 

qtiesiy  and  sent  field-pieoes  and  other  military  equipneftts  to  Oovemor 
Shirl^."  Again,  on  the  same  page,  Pnnlpp  says :  **  New  York  contribute 
in  money  to  this  expedition,  but  had  none  of  the  honor  of  reducing  Cape 
Breton.*'  Neither  of  these  statements  conveys  the  exact  truth.  The 
eannon,  as  has  been  stated  in  the  text,  were  sent  by  the  ^opernar  <^t  tb« 
eotbny,  on  bis  own  responsibility — not  by  the  j^ovemment  Kor  was  any 
money  contributed  until  after  the  great  object  of  ij^e  expedition  had 
beeQ  gained.    Even  then,  the  appropriation  was  beggarly. 

*  Belknap  claims  that,  including  the  crew  of  an  armed  vessel  fUmished  -* 

by  New  Hampshire,  there  Were  four  hundred  and  fifty  men  commanded  by 

Colonel  Moore ;  and  one  hvmdreil  and  fifty,  men  jnove  raised  in.  thM  ooImit, 

uid  aggregated  to  a  regiment  of  Massachusetis. 
17 


• 
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cfeAi*-in  all,  four  thousand  and  seventy.  Three  hundred  men 
v^.v-'  were  likewise  raised  in  Rhode  Island ;  biat  they  did  not 
'  reach  the  point  of  destination  until  the  great  object  of  the 
eilterprise  had  been  accomplished^  l^ei^e  forces  consisted, 
not  of  disciplined  soldiers,  but  in  the  main  of  husband- 
men and  mechanics  — unused  tovaervice,  save  as  militia- 
men occasionally  engaged  in  the  border  forays  with  the 
Indians,— i- or  to  the  Btem;code  of  discipline  under  the  law 
mailial.  Yet  they  went  forth  with  a  resolution,  and  per- 
formed their  duties  with  a  steadiness,  that  would  have 
done  credit  to  the  veterans  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
or  Turehne.  The  Connecticut  division  was  commanded 
by  Roger  Wolcott,  lieutenant-governor  of  that  colony, 
bearing  the  commission  of  major-general.  The  command 
of  Ijie  fSew  Hampshire  levies  was  entrusted  to  Colonel 
Samuel  Moore.  Yaughan,  the  bold  adventurer  from  that 
colony,  refused  to  accept  any  regular  command ;  but  bein^ 
Appointed  a  meinber  of  the  council  of  war,  held  himself  in 
readiness  for  any  special  service  or  situation  which  might 
offer.  The  ppmr^and  in  chief  of  the  expedition  was  de- 
volved upoji  Colonel  William  Pepperell,  a  merchant  of 
Sitberg,  ip  wjiat  waa  then  called  the  province  of  Maine, 
though  subject  to  the  colonial  government  of  Massachu- 
setts, who  was  thereupon  raised  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
general.  His  second  in  command,  from  Massachusetts, 
was  Brigadier-(Jeneral  Waldo.  The  selection  of  a  com- 
mander  foof  an  army  of  undisciplined  volunteers,  going 
Tipon  a  fiettiguing  and  hazardous  service,  required  the 
eatercise  of  profound  judgment|  and  a  shretrd  knowledge 
of  character — qualities  which  were  happily  illustrated  in 
the  choice  of  William  Pepperell.  His  profession  had  not 
been  ttat  of  arms ;  but  he  had  probably  had  some  expe- 
rience in  the  border  service,  riot  unfrequentiy  in  those 
days.  He  was,  however,  a  man. widely  known,  and  ex- 
ceedingly popular, — of  engaging  manners^  and  a  vigorous 
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frame.    Hib  mind  waa  of  the  firmest  texture ;  Ws  courage  chap. 
doubted  by  none ;  and  his  reputation  unbl^miehed.    Thede  v-v— ' 
qualities,  united  with  the  most  admirable  coolness  in  sea-  ^^*^" 
sons  of  danger,  amply  supplied  in  the  public  mind  the 
lack  of  any  very  extensive  military  experience.^ 

Each  of  the  colonies  engag<id  in  tlie  enterprise,  supplied 
all  the  vessels  for  transport33,  provision  ships,  and  cruisers, 
in  their  power;  and  all  things  being  in  readiness,  the 
Boston  forces  erubarked  from  Nantasket,*  on  the  twenty-, 
fourth  of  March.'  Judging  from  the  long  and  minute  in- 
structions from  Shirley  to  Pepperell,  and  also  from  a  pri- 
vate letter  from  the  former  to  Governor  Wentworth,  of 
New  Hampshire,  which  has' been  preserved  by  Belknap, 
the  goveftaor  of  Massachusetts,  though  the  author  of  the 
project,  must  have  been  wholly  unskilled  in  both  the!  arts 
of  navigation  and  war.  It  had  b^en  his  intention  that  the 
several  divisions  of  the  expedition  should  meet  «t  a  com<^ 
mon  rendezvous,  and  the  entire  fieet  sail  in  company. 
According  to  the  letter  to  Wentworth,  it  was  Ids  design, 
without  making  the  least  allowance  in  their  sailing  of 
different  vessels,  or  for  variations  of  wind,  or  for  any 
other  of  the  hundred  casualties  that  might  oc6tLr,  that  th^ 


-U^ 


I  The  foUowing  onsious  passage  ooonri  in  BeUaiap*li  intetesiiikg  aooouni 
of  this  memorable  expedition :  **  Before  PeppereU  i^oeepted  Ike  t)ommancU 
he  aiiked  the  opinion  of  the  famous  George  WhitefieU,  who  was  then  itinerat- 
ing and  preaching  in  New  England.  Whitefield  told  him  that  he  did^  not 
think  (he  scheme  Tery  promising ;  that  the  eyes  of  air  the  world  would  be 
upon  him;  tibitif  he  should  not  Aoooeedt  the  widows  and  orphaoe'of  tha 
slain  would  reproaoh  hin ;  and  if  it  i^ould  lueoeedi  many  would  regard 
him  wi^h  euTj,  and  endeaTor  to  eclipse  his  glory ;  that  be  eught,  theYefore, 
to  go  with  **  a  single  eye/'  and  then  he  would  find  his  strength  proportioned 
to  liis  necessities.  Henry  Sherburne,  the  commissary  of  New  Ifampshire, 
another  of  Whitefield's  fHend,  pressed  hhn  to  faTcir  the  expedition,  and*giVe 
a  motto  for  the  flag ;  to  which,  after  some  hesitation,  Whitefield  censented. 
The  motto  was,  "  JiU  deipirandum  Ckritto  duee,**  ThU  gttTe  the  expedition 
the  air  of  a  crusade,  and  many  of  the  missionary's  ibllowers  enlisted.  One 
of  them,  a  chaplain,  carried  on  bit  shoulder  a  hat<^t,  witft  which  he  in-^ 

tended  to  destroy  the  images  in  the  Prench  eh^rohes.'*    '' 
.    ■  '    •  ^      '. 

'^  Nantaaket  road  —  the  entrance  into  the  harbor  of  Boston 


f 
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cap:  entire  fleet,  consiating  of  more  than  a  hundred  vessels 
v-.^-'  of  different  tonnage, — guard-ships,  transports,  and  every 
^^^-  species  of  craft  employed,— should  arrive  at  Chapeaurouge 
bay  at  precisely  the  same  hour,  just  after  night-fall,  to  the 
end  that  the  landing  of  the  whole  an^y  might  be  effected 
under  cover  of  darkness  the  same  night,  and  ^all  the  fbrt- 
iesses  of  Louisburg  be  carried  by  surprise  before  morning !  ^ 
All  this  was,  of  course,  impossible.  Indeed  the  New 
Hampshire  division  was  so  impatient  of  delay,  that  it 
could  not  brook  the  idea  of  coming  out  of  its  course  to 
Boston  to  join  the  common  fleet,  but  took  its  departure  in 
advance  of.  the  principal  squadron.  The  idea  of  a  simul- 
taneous departure  and  arrival  of  the  whole  expedition 
having  been  abandoned  by  Shirley  on  finding  that  its 
execution  must  be  impracticable,  the  i^and  of  Canseau 
wap  des^gjQi^ted  as  the  xendezvous,  at  which,  place  the  Kew 
^ampsl^re  division  arrived  on  the  thirty-first  of  March  — 
four  days,  before  Pepperell  came  up  with  the  Massaphusetta 
fleet*  The  veteran  Wojcott,  who  was  then  sixty-six  years 
old,  and  who,  thirty-four  years  before,  had  served  in  a 
Ciiimpaign  agfiinst  Canada,  arrived  with  the  Connecticut 
flKjuadron  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  April.  The  Rhode  Island 
levies,  owing  to  various  mischances,  were  so  unfortunate 
as  not  to  reach,  the  scene  of  action  imtil  the  l)ttaineasupon 
which  they  went  had  been  accomplished. 

A  number  of  circumstances,  not  depehding  upon  hu- 
poian  foresight,  have  been  ^oted  by  Belknap,  Douglass,  and 
Other  authors,  as  greatiy  favoring  this  uxidertaking.  The 
winter  was  remarkable  for  its  mildness,  so  thattiie  harbors 
and  rivers  of  New  England  were  open  in  February,  and 
the  people  were  enabled  to  perform  every  descriptipu 
of  labor  abroad  without  inconvenience.    The  earth  had 


■•■■■I 


^  MSbe  inTentiTe  gttaias  of  New  England  had  been  arouaed,  one  propoaed 
a  model  of  a  flying  bildge  to  acale  the  walla^-^e^en  before  a  bridge  pould 
be  made;  another  wae  ready  with  a  caution  against  minet ;  a  third,  vho 
was  a  minister,  presented  to  the  merchant  general,  ignorant  of  war,  a  plan 
for  encamping  the  army,  opening  trenches,  and  placing  batteries." — 
Bancroft.  -  •    '  *        ♦ 
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yielded  her  increase  by  handftilB  the  preceding  season,  bo  ch^- 
thiat  proTisions  were  abundant.    The  IndiuiBy  in  tl^e  in- n...,^,^ 
terest  of  the  French,  remained  so  quietly  in  their  lodges,  ^J^^' 
that  they  obtained  no  information  of  the  projected  enter* 
prise  in  season  to  allow  them  to  communicate  the  design. 
"  On  the  other  hand,  the  garrison  of  Louisburg  was  dis- 
contented and  mutmotis ;  they  were  in  want  of  provisions 
and  stores;  their  shores  were  so  eimroned  with  ice  that 
no  supplies  could  arrive  6arly  from  France,  and  tho^e 
whicH  came  afterWard  were  intercepted  and  taken  by  the 
English  and  colonial  cruisers.^    In  short,  if  any  one  cir- 
cumstance had  taken  a  wrong  ttim  on  the  side  of  the 
invaders,  and  if  any  one  circumstance  had  not  taken  a 
wrong  turn  on  the  side  of  the  French,  the  expedition 
must  have  miscarried^**  * 

I  have  akeady  said,  mcidentally,  judging  from  his  fax- 
structions  to  Pepperell,  that  Shirely  must  have  been  eur 
tirely  unskilled  in  the  arts  both  of  war  and  of  seamanship. 
Those  instructions  were  drawn  up  at  great  length,  and 
with  a  degree  of  minuteness,  in  regard' to  ntatters  of  pos- 
sible occurrence  even  of  trifling  moment,  resembling, 
in  legal  phrase,  a  bill  of  particulars.  Every  movement^ 
to  be  made  both  upon  land  and  water,  was  diarected  in  the 
body  of  the  instructions  with  as  much  precision  as  though 
it  were  not  possible  either  for'  the  T^nds  or  the  waves  to 
interpose  contingencies  jin  the  way  of  the  dosei  oaleula- 
tiond  of  the-  writer.  On  heading  them  over,  it  would  seem 
as  though  hot  the  slightest  particle  of  discretion  was  to 
be  allowed  to  the  conunancMng  g^eral.  These  general 
instructions  were  reiterated  in  a  supplementary  order  on 
the  eve  of  Pepperell'a  departure,  even  to  the  adjustment 
of  hooks  and  lines  to  enable  the  cruisers  to  supply  the 
camp  with  fresh  fish^  Directions,  ihus  minute  and  per-  - 
emptoiy,  might  have  been  found,  exceedingly  inconve- 
nient in  the  vaiying  circumstances  of  a  protracted  siege, 


■  li.  .  A 
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c»Ap.  by  land  and  water,  bntfora  seasonlible  postacript  appended 
Wywta'the  last-mentioned  order,  in  these-words :   "Upon  the 

1  T^  IE 

•  whole,  notwithstanding  the  instructions  you  have  received 
from  me,  I  must  leave  you  to  act  upon  unforeseen  emer- 
gencies according  to  your  best  discretion."  It  was  indeed 
fortunate  that  this  most  important  clause  of  the  many  folios 
of  directions  was  given,  since  the  expedition  was  detaiiied 
at  Canseau  three  whole  w-eeks,  waiting  for  the  dissolution 
or  removal  of  the  ice  whicl^  ejaviroBed  the  islands,  and,  by 
coasting  the  bay  of.  Chapeaurouge,  or  Gabariis,  as.  it  was 
called. by  the  English,*  during  all  that  period  protected 
Cape  Breton  from  invasion.*  Indeed  the  absurdity  of 
Shirley's  original  idea  of  keeping  the  squadron  compactly 
together  during  the  voyage,  and  of  a  sinaultaneou^  land- 
ing, regardless  of  ice,  or  storm,  or  fogs,  or  surf,  w^as  sig- 
nally illustrated  by  th^  event;  for  what  with  tempestuous 
weather,  and  unequal  sailing,  the  first  point  of  destination, 
Canseau,  was  attained  in  the  most  desultory  mannen 
Only,  twenty  of  the  main  squadron  arrived  with  Pepperell; 
and  more  than  a  week  elapsed  before  the  vessels  all  came 
up.'  Bui  this'  time  w^s  not  lost  by  the  commanding  gene- 
ral, whose  vigilance  in  obtaining  inforpiation  was  sleep* 
leas,  and  whoso  activity  in  imparting  disx^ipline  to  his 
troops  was  uiitiring.  A  sti:oQg  squadron  of  axm^  colonial 
vessels,  under  Captain  Edward  Tyng,  commander  of  the 
Maadaohuaetto  frigate,  was  kept  cruising  off  Louisburgt 
to  cut  off  such  of  the  enemy's  vessels  as  might  attempt 
either  to  enter  or  depart^  and  the.priz^es  taken  by  them 
a$brded  valuable,  additions  to  the  provisions  of  the  army.^ 

I  ETen  Uie  Ret.  Dr.  Bdkaap,  whyse  trade  was  not  of  war,  criticises 
■Uiese  imtructions,  ^^awn,  as  he  says,  by  a  lawyer,  to  be  executed  by  4 
merchant^  a^  the  heacf  of  a  body  of  husbandmen  uid  meohanioa. 

s  Letter  from  General  PeppereU  to  GoTemor  Shirlejr. 

*  Letler  of  Pe|>perell  to  Shirley.  Qdvismor  Shirley  hating  directed  Tyng 
to  pTOciUQe  the  largest  ship  in  his  power,  he  had  porehased  this  ship  when 
on  the  stocks,  and  nearly  ready  for  launching.  It  was  a  ship  of  about  four 
hundred  tons,  and  was  soon  afterward  launched  at  Boston.  Tyng  com- 
manded her  and  was  appointed  commander  of  the  fleet. — NoU  in  BoUnu. 
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Although,  as  I  have  ab^ady  said,  the  design  of  this  ch^. 
expedition  had  been  communicated  to  the  ministers  of  the  wv— ' 
crown,  in  the  expectation  of  receiving  assistance  thence,  ^^*^* 
yet  it  had  b^en  c<Hiducted  thus  far  altogether  upon  the 
resources  of  the  colonies  themselves ;  confident,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  in  their  own  strength,  yet  anticipating 
such  assistance.  In  the  hope,  moreover,  of  securing  thcJ 
co-operation  of  Comntodorie  Warren,  then  in  the  "West 
India  seas,  even  before  he  could  receiv^  direct  insti^ictions 
from  tome,  an  express  boat  had  been  dispatched'  to  him, 
communicating  the  project  on  foot,  and  requesting  the  aid 
at  least  of  a  detachment  fronl  His  squadron.  But  on  A 
consultation  with  his  officers  he  Was  dissuaded  from  en- 
gaging in  the  enterprise;  and  the  boat,  conveying  -thte 
news  of  this  detehnination,  returned  to  Bostob  4wo  days 
before  the  departure  of  the  forces.^  The  ifttdlligen^e, 
however,  though  oinexpected, .  operated  only  as  a  partial 
discouragement,' — '  strong  confidence  being  entertained  that 
Pepperell  would  be  supported  from  England  with  ships 
and  reinforeements  of  troops.^ 

The  promotion  of  Captain  Warren  to  the  Superbe,  of 
sixty  guns,  and  his  being  left  on  the  Antigua  station  by 
Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  as  commodore  of  a*^  small  squadron, 
are  circumstances  in  the  career  of  this  truly  brave  and 
illustrious  man,  that  have  already  been^  noted.  His  suc- 
cess in  making  captures  in  the  West'  India  seas  had 
been  great;  and  perhaps  his  officers  were  reluctant  t6 
relinquish  k  genial  winter  climate,  yielding"  such  goMen 
returns  of  prize-money,  in  exchange  for  the  icebergs  and 
bleak  regions  of  the  north*  He  had  captt;ired  two  Prencit 
prizes  on  his  way  to  Barbadoes  a  few  months  before ;  •  and 
while  occupying  a  station  dff  Mar&iique,  his  cxti^ordinary 
activi^  was  rewarded  bjr  more  than  twenty  valtiable  prizoB^ 
one  of  which  wto  estimated  attwo  hundred  and  fifty  thbusand 


.  * «'" 


*  Letter  frem  Shirley  to  PeppereU. 

*  MB.  letter,  Bdward  HollMid  to  Johnson. 
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ottAp.  pounds  sterling.^  But  notwithstanduag  his  refusal  of  aid 
v-pv— '  to  the  expedition  on  the  application  of  Governor  Shirley, 
^W.  jiifl  orders  firom  the  admiralty,  upon  the  subject,  brought 
him  vipon  the  New  England  ooast  with  the  Launceton  find 
S^tham,  of  fcK^  guns  each,  in  addition  to  his  own  ship, 
and  in  addition,  alao,  to  the  Mermaid  of  the  same  foroe, 
by  whieh  ^e  was  joined  shortly  after  his  arrival.*  With- 
out entering  the  harbor  of  Nantasket,  the  commodore 
placed  himself  in  communication  with  Shirley,  and  having 
.  ascertained'  that  the  expedition  had  previously  sailed,  he 
proceeded  directly  to  Canseau,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
twenty-Aird  of  April ;  and  after  a  conference  with  Pep- 
perell,  assumed  the  command  of  the  naval  forces  by  ex- 
press orders  from  the  admiralty.  Previous  to  his  arrival, 
the  colonist  equadron,  under  Captain  Tyng,,  had  taken 
several  prtees, — veseielB  laden  chiefly  with  provisions, — 
which  were  received  in  good  time  by  General  Pepperell. 
The  N&w  Hampshire  arm^d  sloop  had.  been  remarkably 
successftil,-^  she  having  captured  a  ship,  from-*  Maji^inique, 
and  with  her,  recaptured  one  of  the  transports,  which  had 
&Ilen  into  the  hands  of  the  French  on  the  day  before 
"Warren's,  arrival. 

The  two  commanders  having  concerted  their  plans, 
Warren  jailed  to  cruise  off  th^  harbor  of  Louis'burg, 
where  he  was  soon  afterward  joined  by  the  Canterbury 
^dSunderlamd,  of  sixty,  guns  each,  and  the  Chester  of 
^fty,  all  from  England,  which  enabled  him  to  institute  a 
vigorous  blockade.  Meantime,  the  ice  no  longer  effectually 
iTnpeding  the  navigation,  the  general,  aft;er  having  sent 
out  a  detachment  which  destroyed. the  village  of  St.  Peters, 
and  scattered  the  inhabitants,  embarked  with  his  forces 
on  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  for  the  point  of  the  grand 
attack,  fihirley,  even  in  his  jBinal  instructions,  had  not 
altogether  abandoned  his  original  idea  of  a  landing  by 
night,  and  an  assault  by  surprise ;  so  that  Pepperell  was 

1  Charnock. 
'  Idem. 
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still  eiyoined  ^^to  sail  with  the  whole  fleet  from  CauBeauciiAp^ 
so  as  io  arriTe  in  Chapeanrouge  bay  at  nine  o/cIocIcn.^^ 
in  the  evening.  The  troops  were  to  land  in  four  ^^^* 
divisions,  and  proceed  to  the  assault  before  mornings 
In  the  event  of  a  failure  of  surprisal^.pa^cular  direc- 
tions wefe^  given  how  to  land,  i^tiareh,  encamp,  attack^ 
and  defend ;  tor  hold  councils  and  k6^  records ;  and  ta 
send  intelligence^  and  by  what  particular  vessels ;  ^  and  i^ 
hundred  other  minute  instructibns  were  given,  to  be  nullified 
daily  by  a  hunted  unforeseen  contingencies.  Obedienoo 
to  the  letter  was  out  of  the  question*  Instead  of  making 
the  point  designated  in  the  evening,  the  falling  of  the 
wind  brought  them  oft*  the  mouth  of  the  bay  only  at 
eight  o'clock  the  next  morning-*-  *  f  the  intended  surprisal 
being  thus  hapgily  frustrated,"  as  Bellomp  WJmeSy  observes* 
But  notwithstanding  the  long  delay  at  Canseau,  the  block- 
ade of  the  cape  by  the  ice  and  the  fleet  had  been  so  ef* 
fectual^  that  no  knowledge  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy 
had  been  receited  in  Louisburg,  and  the  appearance  oi 
the  fleet  of  a  hundred  transports  in  the  bi^,  was  the  fir9t 
intimation  .they  had  of  his  {)roximity.^  It  was  a  moment 
of  intense  interest  to  the  army  |^hen  th^y  came  actually 
in  sight  of  Louisburg.  ^^  Its  walls,  raised  on  a  neck  of 
land  on  the  south  side^  of  the  harbor,  forty  feet  thick  at 
the  base,  and  from  twenty,  to  thirty  feet  high,  all  swept 
from^  the  bastions,  surrounded  by  a  ditch  eighty  fe^t  wide, 
furnished  with  one  hundred  and  one  cannon^  seventy-^i^ 
swivels,  and  six  mortars ;  its  garrison  composed  of  mojriB 
than  sixteen  hundred  men ;  ^md  the  harbor  defended  by 
an  island  battery  of  thirty  twenty-two-pounders,  and  by 
the  royal  battery  on  the  shore,  having  thirty  large  .canncMi;^ 
a  moat,  and  bastions,  all  so  perfect  that  it  was  thought 
two  hundred  men  could  have  defended  it  against  five 

1  BeUmftp.    S«e,  also,  tlie  inBtniotions  at  large^  in  the  first  volume  Massa- 
ehnaetts  TranaaotionB. 

*  Letter  of  PeppereU  to  Slilrley. 

*  BeUuiap. 
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<n^.thoa0and.^  Y^  as  though  forgdtfiil  of  these  adviintages 
wv-^  of  strength  and  position,  nothing  could  exceed  the  con^ 
^^^'  stemation  into  which  the  inhabitants  and  garrison  were 
thrown  by  this  very  unexpected  visit.  The  governor  made 
a  feeble  attempt  to  prevent  the  landing  by  sending  out  a 
detachment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  for  that  purpose ; 
but  they  were  attacked  with  spirit  and  compelled  to  retire 
with  the  loss  of  several  killed  and  a  number  who  were 
made  prisoners, —  among  whom  were  some  persons  of  dis- 
tinction. These  enemies  having  been  thus  summarily  dis- 
posed .of,  the  debarkation  was  e£Sdcted  without  the  loss  of 
a^man.  Ih  their  flight  the  French  burnt  several  houses 
situated  between  the  grand  battery  and  the  town.  Seveial 
vessels  were  also  sunk  in  the  harbor,Jyat  for  what  particu- 
lar dettgn  is  not  known.  i      ^ 

The  enthusiasm  .with  which  the  expedition  had  been 
undertaken  by  the  citizen-soldiers,  was  unabated,  and  pre- 
parations w^e  made  for  investing  the  city  without  delay. 
The  point  of  debarkation  was  about  a  league  from  .the 
town.  The  first  column  that  advanced  was  led  through 
the  woods  in  sight  of  the  town,  by  Colonel  Vaughan,  the 
daring  spirit  who  had  ]|een  so  earnest  from  the  first  in 
urging  forward  the  enterprise,  and  by  whom  the  enemy 
showing  himself  upon  the  ramparts,  was  saluted  with 
litree  cheers.  On  the  night  following,  the  second  of  May, 
Ysughan  marched  at  the  head  of  a  detachment,  composed 
chiefly  of  Kew  Hampshire  troops,  to  the  northeast  part  of 
the  harbor,  where  he  burned  the  enemy's  ware-houses, 
eontainiug  their  naval  stores,  and  staved  in  a  large  quantity 
of  wine  and  brandy.  The  smoke  otf  this  conflagration, 
jobriven  by  the  wind  into  the  grand  battery,  so  terrified  the 
French  that  they  precipitately  abandoned  it,  spiking  their 
gtos,  and  retiring  into  the  city.  The  next  morning  while 
reconlioitering  the  works  with  a  small  party  of  only  thirteen 
men,  observing  that  no  smoke  issued  from  the  chimneys 
of  the  battery-,  Vaughan  prevailed  upon  an  Indian  to  enter 

^  Bancroft. 
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through  an  embrasure  and  open  the  gate.  Immediate  cr^iw 
posgeseion  was  taken  of  the  fortress,  and  one  of  the  brave  ^v-^ 
fellowB  of  the  band  climbed  the  flag-^rtaff,  carrying  aloft  a  ^^*** 
red  coat  in  hiip  teeth,  which  he  hoisted  in  triumph  as  a 
banner.  The  French  immediately  sent  out  one  hundred 
men  to  retake  the  battery;  but  Vaughan  held  them  atbliy 
until  a  regimcint  arrived  to  his  relief- and  the  conquest  was 
secured.  The  gui\s  that  had  been  spiked  were  mostly  fortrf- 
twQ-poUnders.^  The  trunnions  hiSMi  not  been  knocked  off; 
and  by  active  drilling,  under  the  dii^ction  of  Major  Potti- 
roy,  of  Northampton, — a  gun-smith  when  at  home,*-i^ 
about  twenty  of  them  were  soon  rendered  fit  for  service. 
The  greater  niimber  of  these  guns  were  intended  for  the 
defence  of  the  harbor ;  but  four  of  them  were  brought  to 
beat  upon  the  town  witii  great  effect,— almost  every  shot 
being  made  to  tell,  and  some  of  the  balls  &lling  upon  the 
roof  of  the  citadel.*  The  general  was  at  a  loss  ta  con- 
jecture why  tixe  enemy  abandoned  so  fine  a  batteiy,  but 
concluded  that  it  must  have  been  Occasioned  by  a  deficiencr^ 
of  men.;  The  French  turned  pome  of  their  guns  against 
this  battery^  not  without  making  some  eonsiderable  imr- 
pression  upon  its  walls.  Twice,  also,  in  the  course  of  ten 
days,  they  rallied  (Jut  for  its -recovery,  but  in  both  in- 
stances wer6  repulsed  with  loSs.  The  loss  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  this  affair  was  very  slight. 

/The  siege  was  pressed  with  vigor,  but  its  prosecutioii 
waia  attended  with  almost  incredible  labor  and  difficulty. 
For  fourteen  successive  nights  the  troops  were  em*ployed 
in  dragging  their  cannon  from  the  landing  place  to  the 
camp  through  a  morass,  so  miry  that  neither  cattle  nor 
horses  could  be  used  for  that  purpose.  The  men  sunk 
to  their  knees  in  the  slough,  and  the  cannon  could  only 
be  drawn  even  upon  sledges  constructed  for  thjtt  purpos^  Tby 
Colonel  Missero^,  who,  tbitunately  was  a  carpenter  before 

I  '       '  I     ^       ■         I  I  i|i  ■  I  ■  ■     I     ■     ill  1  1^  

1  Letterf  of  Pepptrell  to  Shirley. 

*  Bancroft.  "  < 

» PeppereU  to  Shirley. 
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MMP.  he  took  to  the  profession  of  amxs.  What  added  tosentially 
wvwto  the  severity  of  this  labor,  was  the  circulnstance  that  it 
17^.  could  only  be^performed  in  the  night,  or  when  curtained 
by  the  heavy  fogs  nesting  upon  the  island ;  since  the  dis- 
tance was  not  only  within  view  of  the  town,  but  within 
reaching  distance  of  their  cannon.^  ^  The  approaches  of 
the  besiegers  were  not  mad^  with  strategic  regularity. 
Indeed  the  ears  of  a  martinet  would  doubtless  have  been 
'riiocked  at  the  barbarisms  of  the  provincials  in  using,  or 
attempting  to  use  the  technicalities  of  militajry  science-^ 
or  rather  at  the  jesting  ^nd  mockery  which  they  made  of 
them.'  Stilly  the,  approaches  were  made,  generally  under 
cover  of  night ;  and  in  ten  days  after  the  debarkation, 
they  were  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  town,  with 
cannon  planted  upon  several  commanding  heights,  while 
a  fascine  batteiy  had  been  erects  on  the  west  side  of 

-, . a : . 

^  Xbe  men  who  p«rf6rmed  this  tbTere  ■enrioe  were  xnutsh  dlBappoinied 
and  chagrined  when  they  found  that  it  was  not  more  distinctly  acknowledged 
In  the  accounts  which  were  sent  to  England,  and  afterward  published.  The 
sie^  was  signalized  by  many  meritoxddus  exploits  which  were  not  men- 
tioaed  by  Generat  Pepperell  in  his  dispatches,  as,  for  instance,  Vaughan*s 
•zpedltion  on  the  night  after  the  landing,  and  his  seiiure  of  the  great  bat- 
tery, .with  only  thirteen  men,  on  the  wsbxi  morning. 

*  Bbnf rofL  T|ier«  was  doubtleai  muck  less  of  military  senioi^ity  among 
the  besiegers  during  this  campaign,  than  would  haye  been  the  fact  in  an 
army  of  regular  soldiers ;  and  much  less  of  strict  military  discipline  than 
ikfSr  commanding  officers  ooiild  hare  desired.  "  It  has  be^  said,  **  re- 
malrks  M^.*  Belknap,  '<  that  this  siege  was  earried  on  in  a  random,  tumult-  , 
vary  manner,  reaemblii^  a  Cambridge  commenoement.  The  remark  is  in 
a  Kreat  measure  true.  Though  the  business  of  the  council  of  war  was  con- 
ducted with  all  the  formality  of  a  legislatiye  assembly ;  ttkoagh  orders 
were  issued  by  the  general,  and  returns  made  by  the  officers  of  the  seyeral 
posts ;  yet  the  want  of  discipline  was  too  visible  in  the  camp.  Those  who 
ware  on  the  spot  haye  frequently,  in  miy  hearing,  laughed  at  the  recital  of 
their  own  irregularities,  and  expressed  their  admiration  when  they  reflected 
on  the  almost  miraculous  presenration  of  Che  army  from  destruction.  They 
indeed  presented  a  formidable  front  to  the  enemy ;  but  the  rear  was  a  scene 
of  oonfusion  and  frolic.  While  some  were  on  duty  in  the  trenches,  others 
were  racing,  wrestling,  pitching  quoits,  firing  at,  marks,  er  at  birds,  or 
running  after  shot  from  the  enemy's  guns,  for  which  they  reeeived  a  bounty^ 
and  the  shot  was  sent  back  to  the  city." 
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the  city    upon  which    Qight    tweuty-two-poundera  werec^R 
mounted.  v-^ 

On  the  seventh  of  May,  after  a  conference  between  the  ^^ 
naval  and  military  commanders,  it  was  agreed  to  summon 
Duchambaau,  the  French  governor,  to  surrender.  This 
summons  .having  been  refused,  it  was  then  determined  to 
prosecute  the  siege  in  a  yet  more  vigorous  manner,  and 
to  attack  the  island  battery,  in  boats,  the  first  favorable 
opportunity.^  It  was  a  formidable  undertaking.  This 
^^  island  battery  "  stood,  upon  a  small  rock,  almost  iuac* 
cessible,  about  two  hundred  yards  long  by  twenty  in 
breadth,  with  a  circular  battery  of  forty-two .  pounder^ 
commanding  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  a  guard 
house  and  bsiraoks  behind.*  On  the  eighteenth  of  May, 
the  besiegers  had  thrown  up  a  battery  within  two  hundred 
yardis  of  the  western  gate,  whereon  were  mounted  t^o 
forty-two,  and  two  eighteen  pounders,  which  annoyed  tb.e 
town  considerably ;  but  several  of  the  siege  pieces  of  ord^ 
nance  were  defective,  and  by  bursting,  or  otherwise,,  w.ere 
soon  rendered  useless.'  Indeed  there  was  great  defective- 
ness in  the  equipments  of  the.Tank  and  fQe ;  but  the  diege 
waa,  nevertheleee,  pereisted  in  with  the  most  indomitable 
perseverance.  Between  the  eighteenth  and  twenty-eighth 
of  the  month  five  unsucc^ssM  attempts  were  made  by 
Pepperell  to  carry  that  battery,  in  the  last  of  which  he  lost 
nearly  two  hundred  men,  killed,  and  many  more  drowned, 
before  they  could  land,  besides  several  boats  which  were 
shot  to  pieces.  Although  repulsed,  Uie  attack  was  bravely 
conducted.  The  troops  who  succeeded  in  landing  made  a 
noble  stand,  and  an  officer  named  Brookes  nearly  succeed* 
ed  in  striking  the  flag  of  the  fortress.  It  was  already  half 
cloven  when  a  French-Swiss,  a  dragoon,  clove  his-  skull 
with  his  cutlass.*    The  expediency  of  making  yet  another 

1  Letter  from  General  Pepperell  lo  QoTemor  Shirley. 

'  Letter  of  Van  old  Snglieh  merchant"  io  the  earl  of  Sandwich. 

*  PeppereU'e  letters. 

*  Lett^  f!rom  «  an  old  English  iii«roha«t "  to  the  earl  of  Sandwkh. 


142  LIPE  OF  Silt  TflLtiAM  JOHNSON,  BAAT. 

c^.  attempt  upon  thiB  fortress  Was  discussed  in  conncil,  but 
CvT-'  such  was   its    strength,    and '  the    commanding    advan- 
1746.  f^gQ  Qf  if^  ^bsitioxi,  and  so  difficult  was  the  landing  ren- 
dered by  the  suif,  that  the  project  was  abandoned'  as 
impracticable.^ 

During  these  operations  upon  land,  Commodore  Warren 
Had  been  cruising  oft"  the  harbor  with  splendid  siiccess. 
So  closely  was  the  entrance  guarded  that  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  single '  sloop  laden  chiefly  with  zinc,  everything 
that  attempted  to  get  in  was  captured ;  the  consetjuence 
was  that  both  town  and  garrison  were  soon  reduced  to 
great  distress  for  provisions'.  A  large  ship,  the  Vigilante, 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Maison  Forte,  from 
Brest,  deeply  laden  with  military  and  other  supplies, 
having  on  board  reinforcements  to  the  number  of  five 
hundred  and  sixty  men,  and  bringing  also  two  or  three 
years'  pay  for  the  troops*  was  known  by  Duchambeau  to 
be  on  her  passage,  and  great  dependance  wa«  placed  upon 
this  arrival  for  relief.  But  this,  the  governor's  last  hope, 
was  cut  off  by  Warren,  —  the  ship  having  been  decoyed 
by  one  of  tJie  frigatei^  into 'the  centre' of  his  squadron  and 
fcapfured  on  the  ninteenth  of  Mtfy — »"  almost  "without 

risidtance.'*  • 

f   .     .  . 

I 

1  L«iter  of  PoppereU  to  Commodore  Wavren,  in.  which  he  vtates  the  ezaoi 
loM  in  JdUed,^  in  the  last  abortive  attack  upon  the  island,  at  one  hundred 
imd  eighty-nine. 

*  Letter  firom  Madame  Warren  to  her  brother,  Chief  Justice  De  Lancejr, 
written  after  the  capture  of  the  Vigilante. 

I 

*  So  says  Charnock,  in  the  Biographia  Navalu.  But  Bancroft  saye  the 
Tlgilante  *<waB  decoyed  by  Bouglasa,  of  the  Mermaid,  and  taken  after  an 
engagement  of  aeYeral  hours." .  I  haye  seen  another  authority  in  which 
Dottglais  is  named  as  the  captain  of  this  ship.  Y^  there  is  doubt  upon 
the  subject.  Holmes,  in  &  note,  cites  f^om  ;llden,  the  biographer  of  Captain 
Tyng,  a  statement  that  the  Vigilante  was  taken  by  this  officer,  commandhig, 
as  we  haVe  seen,  the  Massachusetts  proTincial  frigate.  Other  books  and 
scTeral  private  letters  among  the  Johnson  manuscripts  attribute  the  cap- 
ture to  Warren.  As  th^  commander  of  the  squadron,  it  is  settled  in  gene- 
ral history,  that  the  credit  in  chief  should  be  awarded  .to  him.  Aiden's 
authority  for  awarding  the  particular  eredit  to  Tyng  I  do  not  know. 
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»Although  the  island  fortress  Had  not  yet  been  ti^en,  cr^. 
still  a  battery  erectjed  upon  a  high  <liS  at  the  light-house,  ^-.v— ' 
greatly  annoyed  it    Nevertheless,  in  the  eye  of  Warren,  ^^^• 
the  operations  of  the  siege  advanced  so  slowly,  that,  impa- 
tient of  delay,  even  after  the  capture  of  the  Vigilante, 
having  taken  the  opinion  of  a  council  of  his  officers,  he 
wrote  to  Pepperell,  proposing  that  a  decisive  blow  should 
be  struck  by  a  combined  attack  by  land  and  sea.    The  fogs 
were  a  great  annoyance  to  the  corrimodore,  being  often  so    v 
dense,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  communicate  with 
his  consorts  for  two  or  three  days  at  a  time. ,    On  more 
than  one  occasion,  interviews  between  the  land  and  naval 
commanders  had  been  prevented  by  the  same  cause,    Fuc- 
thermore  the  commodore  had  been  more  than  three  months 
at  sea,  and  was  wearied  of  the  service  of  cruising  upon 
such  a  limited  station.  '  But  the  plans  submitted  by  the 
connnodore  for  the  proposed  assault,  were  not  agreeable  to 
Pepperell  ai^d  his  board  of  officers,  and  a  correspondence 
was  maintained  upon  the  subject  for  several  days, — ^War- 
ren occasionally  showing  a  degree  of  earnestness,  bordering  1746. 
perhaps,  upon  asperity.    '  Yet  he  protested  that  his  only 
desire  wa6  for  the  success  of  thfe  expedition,  and'th6  honor 
and  interests  of  the  crown ;  and  he  distinctly  disclaimed 
the  disposition  to  give  the  least  offence.* 

At  length,  however,  the  batteries  of  Pepperell  continu- 
ing to  make  considerable  pr9gre8S  against  the  Walls  of  the 
town,  on  the  first  of  June  it  was  determined  between  the 
two  commanders  that  a  combined  assault  should  be  made 
as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  could  be  completed. 
For  this  purpose  a  large  body  of  the  land  foroes  were  lo 
be  embarked  on  board  the  fleet,  which  was  to  force  the 
harbdr  ttnd  land  tftem  in  front  of  the  tovm,  covered  by  the 
guns  of  the  ships.  A  bombardment  of  the  town  was  to 
ensue,  while  Pepperell  was  tcf  make  a  simultaneous  attack 

through  the  breaches  at  the  west  gate.    Before  this  could 

— — — ■ — I '• — — '■  "   I  ■      . .  ■  .fc. 

1  Coirespondenoe  between  Warren  and  Pepperell^ 
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c3HAr.be  done,  however,  there  was  a  formidable  obstacle  to  be 
s-^-/  surmounted  — r  the  "  island  batter j,"  heretofore  mentioned, 
1^*^  and  upon  which  several  ill-starred  attacks  had  already  been 
made.  It  was  deemed  too  hazardous  an  undertaking  thus 
to  enter  the  harbor  before  thatbattery  should  be  silenced ; 
it  being  generally  doubted  whether,  having  entered  the 
harbor,  in  the  event  of  a  repulse  from  the  town,  the  fleet 
would  be  able  to  get  to  sea  again.  Such  was  the  opinion 
of  the  oflicere  of  Warren,  at  a  council  holden  on  the 
seventh  of  June;  and  plans  were  then  considered  for 
another  attack  upon  th6  island,  to  be  made  by  the  ships, — 
former  experience  having  proven  that  boats  were  entirely 
inadequate  to  such  a  severe  and  perilous  service.  An  at- 
tempt of  this  kind  the  conmiodore  was  yet  better  enabled 
to  make  after  the  tenth  of  June,  on  which  day  his  squad- 
ron was  farther  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  the  Princess 
Mary,,  the  Hector,  and  the  Lark.^ 

Happily,  however,  a  further  efl^ision  of  blood  was  ren- 
'■  dered  unnecessary  by  a  successful  rw^e  <fc  ^fw^rre,  sug- 
gested by  Warren,  and  executed  jointly  by  Pepperell  ainl 
himself.  The  French  garrison,  mutinous  when  the  siege 
comjnenced,  reduced  in  numbers  during  its  progress, 
and  to  great  distress  by  the  blockade,  was  supposed  to  be 
not  in  the  best  possible  humor  for  continuing  the  defence ; 
and  as  advices  had  been  received  that  a  large  fleet  with 
provisions  and  reinforcements  for  the  succor  of  the  fortress, 
might  shortly  be  expected  on  the  coast,  it  was  considered* 
wise  to  hasten  matters  to  a.  decision.  It  was  moreover 
believed  that  Duchambon  was  yet  ignorant  of  the  fate  of 
the  Vigilante,  and  also  of.  the  capture  of  a  large  rice  ship 
and  several  other  vessels  laden  with  supplies ;  and  it  was 
suggested  by  Warren  that  should  a  flag  be  sent  into  the 
town  with  this  informati<]in,  by  the  hand  of  a  discreet 
officer  able  to  act  his  part  well,  the  French  commander 
migHt  be  induced  to  capitulate  from  sheer  discouragement 
or  despondency.    Anpther  part  of  the  scheme  was  to  play 

1  Correspondence  of  Pepper^  and  Wanren. 
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upta  his  fears.  To  this  end  it  was  proposed  that  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Maison  Forte  should  be  taken  through  the  sey^ 
eral  ships  of  the  squadron^  that  he  might  see  how  kindly  ^^^ 
the  French  prisoners  were  treated  by  ihfi  English.  The 
Marquis  was  next  to  be  informed  that  the  English. had  becgoi 
advised  of  the  £act  that  several  of  their  people  who  had 
faillen  into  the  hands  of  the  French  lEtnd  Indians,  had  beeti 
treated  with  horrible  barbarity ; ,  and  he  was  to  be  requ^ed 
to  ask  for  as  good  treatment  of  the  English  prisoners ,  in 
the  town^-as  they,  (the  French,)  were  receiving  on  board  the 
fleet.  The  expedient  ima  snceessfdl,  and  the  oaptive  ooin<^ 
mander  of  the  Vigilante  readily  consented  to  address  th^  d^v 
sired  letter  to  Dnchambon,  announdng  the  lossof  bisship« 
and  speaking  of  the  other  matters  that  had  been  conperted. 
LoL  regard  to  the  treatment  experienoed  by  himself  and  i<^ 
low  captives,  since  their  misfbrtone,  the  captive  marqoia 
si^d  they  were  dealt  with  not  as  enemies^  btit  as  ^^very>g€K>4 
friends ;"  and  in  conclusion,  he  cautioned  the  gove^rnMir 
against  allowing,  .the  cruelties  complained  of  to  be  prMr 
ticed  upon  the  English  prisoners  in  his  power.  Captain 
Macdonidd,  the  officer  to  whom  the  flag  was.  confided,  dis- 
charged his  daly  well ;  and  the  threat  which  he  boreof  xt^ 
taUation  for  the  cruelties  complained  of,  unless  they  should 
be  ended,  had  its  effect  The  bearing  of  Hie  captain,  Wm 
that  of  a  soldier  sure  *<^  victory  in  a  few  days,  .and  appih 
renily  indifferent  wheljier  the  besieged  eontinued  thair 
defence  <n*  not*.  Pepperell  in  his  message  by  the  fljsg^ 
niade  nd  demand  of  a  surrender ;  while  on  the  other  hatid^ 
the  whole  affiiir  was  condticted  as  though  the  commander 
of  the  besiegers,  certain  of  a  speedy  conquest,  scareefty 
thought  it  necessary  again  to  speak  of  a  capitulatioiii. 
Meantime  the  flag-officer^.  Macdonald,  affecting  entire 
igtiomnee  of  the  French  language  though  undenitaoic&ig 
it  welL  heard  all  that  passed  between  the  French  cffll6ers 
tl^emselves,.  who,  speaking  without  suspicion  or  re^eryi^ 
unoonsciouaty  eotifinned  the  suspicions  pf  Pepperell  Mil 
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K  Warren,  that  ihe  besieged  T^ere  in  truth  ignorant  of  the 
loss  of  the  Vigilante,  untU  that  hour. 
I7tf.  rjf^Q  news  of  this  loss  sank  deep  into  the  hearts  of  the 
Fr^ch.  They  saw,  moreover,  that  preparations  were  on 
foot  for  an  assault,  whieh,  from  the  scattered  positions  of 
ihe  beseigers,  and  the  inequalities  of  the  ground  around 
flie  town,  they  could  form  no  intelUgent  estimate  of  their 
iinmbers — ^^such  prisoners  as  had  fiallen  into  th,eir  hands 
having  with  singular  uniformity  reported  the  invading 
fiirces  much  more  numerous  than  they  actually  were. 
Under  all  tiiieito  adverse  events  and  circumstanoes,  and 
disoooraged,  moreover,  by  the  menacing  appearances 
.  withoat,  Duehambon  determined  to  surrender,  and  on  the 
sixteenth  of  June  airticles  of  capitulation  were  signed. 
Th^  terms  of  thiii  capitulation  were  honorable  to  the  van** 
quiahed,  who  were  allowed  to  march  out  with  drums  beat- 
ing and  colors  flying — their  arms  and  colors  then  to  be 
leMivered  into  the  custody  of  Pepperell  and  Warren,  until 
1^  return  of  the  prisoners  to  their  own  country,  when 
fiiey  were  to  be  returned  to  them. 

At  four  o'olock  in  the  afternoon  of  th&«ame  day  Colonel 
Bradstreet,  with  a  detachment  of  troops  took  possession  of 
the  town  and  its  defences,  the  strength  and  magnitude  of 
wtdch,  and  the  resources  yet  remaining  to  the  French,  had 
tliey  persisted  in  the  defence,  astoi^ished  the  victors,  who 
law  at  once  that  policy  had^stepped  in  very  opportun^y  to 
aid  their  own  bravery  in  the  reduction  of  works  so  formid* 
ilble,  yet  the  si^^  had  been,  powerfully  directed,  as  the 
reiider  must  •  have  seen  by  the  preceding  details,  to  which 
many  &ctB  and  circumstances  might  be  added.^ 
_  ■.  —  ■    1 '}  '     ■  . .  i.  ■ 

1  On  entering  ike  town  Pepperell  wrote  to  Sliteley —  *<Siich  ruina  were 
'i&«tcar  Beeti  l^efore,  whicli  howeter,  iH  net  £o  l^e  wondered  M,  as  we  g«Te  the 
inntk  ftbiMt  niae  thonaHid  eannonr  ballr  and  nx  hnndrad  bombs  before  they 
nipnpder^  whioh  ijorely  dlBtreuiBd  them,  particalsr^y  the  day  before  th^ 
MBt  oat  their  flag  of  truce,  when  we  kept  np  euoh  a  constant  fire  on  the 
tolrh  ttom  onr  batteries,  that  the  enemy  could  not  show  their  heads,  nor 
kUk  firam  their  oorered  ways.  '  Our  battety  near  the  Ught^house  played  on 
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The  time  of  the  capitulation  was  exceedingly  oppoftune  ^^^^ 
for  the  besiegers  in  yarious  respects  yet  uni&entioned.  w^w 
Two  days  after  it  took  place,  information  was  received  by  ^^^ 
General  Pepperell  that  a  body  of  two  thousand  five  hmi- 
dred  Indians  were  hovering  within  a  few  miles  of  his 
camp.  The  capitulation  of  the  *  fortress  was  doubtless  a 
signal  for  their  instant  dispersion  ^mong  their  own  deep 
forests.  The  weather,  moreover,  which  had  been  remark* 
ably  favorable  to  the  objects  of  the  besiegers,  for  that 
climate,  now  suddenly  changed,*  and  a  cold  and  dming 
storm  of  rain  set  in^  which  contintied  ten  days,  and  whicb, 
but  for  the  shelter  afforded  the  eiiemy  in  the  town,  would 
have  thinned  its  ranks  to  a  frightM  degree  by  sickness -w. 
the  disorders  usual  among  those  not  accustomed  to"  camp 
duty,-or  to  sleeping  upon  the  earth,  haVing  already  macte 
their  appeatance  among  the  soldiers. 

Reinforcements  from  Boston,  for  which  Pepperell  had 
been  urgently  writing  to  Governor  Shirley,  arrived  sooa 
after  the  capitulation, — as  also  did  the  Rhode  Island  leviet^ 
after  a  protracted  voyage, — together  with  supplies  of  proJ 
visions.  These  and  other  stores,  were  augmented  by  fuii^ 
{her  Captures  from  the  enemy,-^-several  rich  prizes  having 
been  decoyed  into  the  harbor  arfter  the  fall  of  the  town,  by 
the  artifice  of  keeping  the  French  fiag  flying  upon  thet 
ramparts.  Among  these  were  tw'o  Indiamen^  aad  one 
South-sea  ship,  estimated^  in  allj  at  six  hundred  thousand 
pounds.^     A  dispute  arose  between  the  land  forces  and  the 

:  ■■■■■I  I  m   ^  I  ■! ■■■■■■■  ■■«       mm^mmmim^.0mm 

■  t  «       r»  I 

the  island  battery  witli  our  oannon  and  large  mortars  so  that  thej  wer« 
ready  to  ran  into  the  sea  lor  sheUer,  as  some  of  them,  actually  did."  , .  ^ 
StiU  in  the  sane  dispatch  notwithstaoding  theseiBeTere  operations,  Pe]^ 
perell  sfeys :  we  have  n^t  loet  above  one  hundred  men  by  the  enemy  in  thl^ 
Tast  enterprise,  incladiiig  the  disaster  at  the  Island  battery."  This  la  is 
eontradiction  of  hi|9  dispatch  giving  an  account  of  that  island  disaster,  ia 
which  he  stated  the  loss  by  the  eneay  at  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine, 
exehisiye  of  those  who  were  drowned  in  attempting  to  land  fh>m  the  bo«tf . 

1  On  the  eighteenth  of  July,  a  large  scbeoner-from  Quebec,  laden  with  floor 
and  othef  proTisions  was  brought  into  Lonisbnrg  by  one  of  the  colonial  omiin 
ers.  On  the  twenty^  second,  the  (3harmant  e,  a  French  East  India  sh4»  of  aboiii 
tit  or  six  hundred  tons,  twenty-eight  guns  and  ninety-nine  men,  puereaddVll 
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m».  utkYskf  aa  to  the  distributton  of  the  prize  money  atising 

>-^£rom  these  captures,  the  former  under  iiie  circumstances 

If  19/  of  tibie  ease,  daimiiig  an  equal  proportion  with  the  latter. 

Bnt  the  booty  went  to  the  seajQaLen,-^  to  the  strong  and 

gtoeral  disaatis&ctlon  by  the  soldiers. 

The  Meonnaid,  Captain  Montague,  was  dispatched  to 
Bngland  with  the  tidiogs,  bearing  official  advices  from 
both  commanders,  enclosing  the  articles  of  capitulation. 
Thase  dispatches  were  received  by  the  ministry  on  the 
t!V«ntieth  of  July,  ^and  gazetted,  but  in  substance  only, 
oa  ihe  twenly-third.  It  has  been  justly  said,  that  the 
adwi  of  this  important  victoiyfiUed- America  with  joy,  and 
BuK^  with  astonishment.  The  coldnists,  £3r  the  first 
tkcBM,. began  to  feel  the  might  tiiat  slumbered  in  their  own 
aliong  arms,  while  the  parent  country  gave  no  uuequive- 
cal  evidence  of  jealousy  at  the  development  of  so  much  en- 
migy  and  power.  The  letter  of  Pej^erell,  giving  an  ac- 
eount  ^f  the  operations,  under  his  own  command,  was  not 
aUow^  to  transpire ;  but  the  publication  of  the  general 
&otf  oaused  great  rejoicing  among  the  people.  A  court 
of  i  evidence  wa«  immediately  convened,  and  an  address  of 
QODgTatulation  for  the  success  of  his  Mf^ty's  arms  was 
^t^ted,  though  in  rather  subdued  and  formal  terms.  But 
m-  the  news. of  the  capitulation  q)read  through  the  colo- 
tiies,  the  feelings  of  the  people  broke  forth  in  the  most 
Sfiefy  rcgoieiags.  Boston  was  illuminated  even  to  the 
flitet  obscure  .  bye-lane  and  alley ;  and  the  night  was  sig- 
ipdized  by  flre-works,  bon-fires  and  all  the  external  tokens 


■I 


to  Uie  Prhieess  Mki^  and  Ganierlmryi  without  oppositioB.  The  Chanauite 
la^A  been  descried  fn  the  oftng^  and  t^e  ships  wUeh  toek  her,  were  sent  out 
^'m  here.  Tliis  wes  w  Taluable  a  priie  as  had  been  taken^  during  the  war. 
On  the  first  of  August,  ^e  Chester  and  Mermaid  brevght  in  the  Heron,  a 
Vlraieh  East  Indiaman,  from  Bengal, — '<  pretty  rioh,'*— as  Sir  Peter  wrote 
to  the  admiralty.  On  the  second  of  Jlxigust,  the  Sunderland*  and  Chester 
bMUg^it  In  a  French  ship  called  the  Notre  Dnme  de  la  DeUTermnee,  of  thirty- 
Mr»  Ipuie  and  about  sixty  men^  Atoml  Liam,— having  on  board,  in  gold  and 
aftMv  upward  of  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  with  a  cargo  of 
%%U%  Fsnviaa  Wo^  and  Jesuit's  bark.— iH^cUcAei  qfl^jPiUr  Warren  to 
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of  joy.  A  day  of  solemn  thankBgiving  to  Almighty  God,  o^k 
was  likewise  set  apart  by  the  civil  authorities,,  which  waa  s^.^^^ 
observed  throughout  the  colony.  If  or  was  athanliis^Ting  l^**- 
feathral  ever  9iore  religiously  kept  in  Massachusetts*^ 

But  notwithstanding  the  studied  design,  so  rarely  man- 
ifested in  England,  to  attribute  the  success  of  the  entea^^ 
prise,  and  the  gloiy  of  the  achievement,  mainly  to  War- 
ren, there  was  no  reluctance  evinced  in  bestowing  de^ 
served  honors  upon  the  provincials*  Pej)perell  was  ere* 
ated  a  baronet,  and  commissioned  a  colonel  in  his  miges^ 
ty's  fiDrces,  with  permission  to  raise  a  regiment  In  fhei 
colonies,  to  be  placed  upon,  the  regular  establishment,  in 
the  pay  of  the  crown.  Govenor  Shirley  waa  also  appoint 
ed  to  a^  colonelcy,  and  cpnfinned  in  his  government  of 
Massachusetts,  as  also  was  Benning  Wentworth,  in  that  of 
New  Hampshire.  Commodore  Warren  was  likewise  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  rear  admiral  of  the  blue.' 

1  Letters  to  PeppereH  from  the  Rot.  Dr.  Chftanoej.  After  the  surrender 
of  the  fortress,  a  grand  entertainment  was  giyen  on  shore  hy  Gen.  Pepperdl, 
as  weU  to  celebrate  the  erent,  at  to  honor  Commodore  Warren  and  the  Tari-. 

■  « 

6ns  officers  of  the  nayjr  who  had  cooperated  in  the  capture.    There  was  »  ^ 

circumstance  attending  this  dinner,  connected  with  the  Bey,  Mr.  ftloodj. 
Pepperell's  worthy  chaplain,  which  has  been  presenred  as  being*at  once 
graye  and  amusing.  Bfr.  Moody  was  Somewhat  remarkable  for  liis  prolizitj 
in  sajing  grace,  before  meat,  and  his  firiends  were  particularly  anxious  on 
this  occasion  that  he  should  not  fatigue  -their  guests,  and  perhaps  disqnial 
them  by  the  length  of  this  preliminary  exercise.  /let  his  temper  was  so 
irritable  that  iione  of  them  ventured  the  hint,  <^be  short."  The  chaplain, 
howeTcr,  catching  the  spirit  of*  the  occasion,  Tery  agreeably  disappointed 
those  who  knew  him  by  preparin|^  the  senrioe  in  the  following  words : 
**  Good  Lord,  we  have  so  much  to  thank  thee  for,  that  time  would  be  infi- 
nitely too  short  to  do  it  in.  We  must  therefore  leave  it  for  the  wotrk  of 
Eternity,  Bless  our  board  and  fellowship  on  this  joyful  occasion,  for  the 
sake  of  Christ  our  Lord.    Amen." 

'Pepperell  was  ^aietted  as  a  baronet  on  the  tenth  of  August, — ^less.thiA 
a  month  after  the  news  of  the  capitulation.  Commodore  Warren  was  ga- 
letted  as  a  rear-adn^ral  of  the  bluer  on  the  same  day.    It  U  stated  by  Bel- 

I 

knap,  that  Warren  was  also  created  a  baronet  as  a  reward  for  the  same 
aohieTcment,  and  the  statement  is  repeated  by  Dunlop,  and  perhaps  by  other 
American  writers.  B^t  the  fact  b  not  so.  Warren  was  neyer  a  baronet. 
It  is  true  that  the  knighthood  oC  the  Bath  waa  conferred,  upon  him ;  bnt 
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Yet  notwithstanding  these  honorable  rewards  to  the 
master  spirits  of  the  expedition,  there  was  unquestionably 
I7i6, 1^  moat  discreditable  reluctance  on  the  part  of  lixe  parent 
government  to  reimburse  the  colonies  for  the^heavy  expen- 
se!^ which,  without  counting  the  cost  to  themselves,  they 
had  ap  nobly  and  bo  generously  incurred ;  and  by  reason 
of  which,  conquest  was  achieved,  so  important,  according 
to: the  testimony  of  their  own  historians,  '^as  to  prove  an 
equivalent,  at  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  for  all  the  suc^ 
oesB  of  the  French  upon  the  continent  of  Europe.''  The 
daim  was  prosecuted  several  years  before  parliament  could 
be  brought  to  sanction  an  appropriation  to  cover  it.  The 
grant  was  however  obtained  in  the  year  1749y  amounting 
to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  sterling.  It  was  received 
at-Boaton  the  sameyear^  and  equitably  divided  among  the 
colonies  which  had  incurred  the  expenditure.^ 

this  was  not  done  until  in  the  year  1747 ;  t^^  order  being  then  conferred  ae 
a  reward  for  his  conduct  under  Vice  Admiral  Anson,  in  the  great  nayal  en- 
^  gagement  with  the  French  fleet  off  ^Cape  Finisterre,  which  was  fought  May 
third,  of  that  jeari  Warren  commanaed  on  that  occasion  the  Devonshire 
of  ■ixtj-six  guns,  and  (with  the  Tarmouth)  wad  first  in  the  engagement.  In 
JqIj  of  the  same  ysar,  Warren  was  gasetted  admiral  of  the  whit^  as  also, 
on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Clinton,  then  goyemor  of  the  colony  of  New  York, 
Sir  Peter  Warren  and  the  unfortunate  admiral  Byng  appear  to  haye  been 
fenow  officers,  considered  at  that  time  of  h|^h  and  equal  merit.  Oti  the  same 
day  that  Warren  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear  admiral  of  the  blue, 
Byng  Was  promoted  to  the  same  rank,  and  Warren  and  Byng  were  on  the 
aame  day  farther  promoted  to  the  white.  Tet  how  widely  different  the  end 
of  their  career  I  Ten  years  afterward,  poor  Byng,  as  brave,  doubtless^  as 
Warren,  but  in  a  sin|;le  instance  unfortunate,  was  sacrificed  by  ministers  a 
riotim  to  popular  clamor,  and  to  screen  their  own  imbecility.  The  judicial 
murder  of  Byng  is  one  of  the  foulest  blots  upon  England's  escutcheon  ! 

^The  exact  sum  was  £188,649  25<.  7}<f.  The  agent  who  prosecuted  tbe 
daim,  encountering  difficulties  at  every  step,  was  William  Bpllan,  whose 
%eooanl  of  the  negotiation  is  presisnted  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Mass. 
His.  Coll.  The  money  was  told  in  specie.  On  its  arrival  in  Boston  it  was 
immediately  conveyed  to  the  treasury-house.  ^It  consisted,  according  to  a 
note  in  Holmes^  of  two  hun^rM  and  fifteen  chests  (three  thousand  pieces  of 
eight,  on  an  average,  in  each  chest)  of  milled  peices  of  eight,  and  one  hun- 
dred casks  of  coined  copper.  There  Were  seventeen  cart  and  truck  loads  of 
the  silver,  and  abontHen  truck  lotds  of  coppto. 


J  / 
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Jenlotisy  of  th6  rapidly  inoreaiflmg  etrengfli  of  iHie  eolo-  cup. 
nies,  as  I  have  already  intiinated,  was  beyond  all  doubt  the  w^.^ 
moving  cause  of  the  unworthy  attempts  made  in  England,  ^'*^' 
to  appropriate  all  the  glory  of  the  conquest  to  Commo- 
dore Warren.    Mr.  BoUan^the  agent  for  proseeuting  the 

claims  of  Massachusetts,  found  on  his  arrival  in  London, 
that  in  the  first  address  of  congratulation  to  his  majesty 
on  the  event  which  he  saw,  it  was  spoken  of  as  '^a  naval 
success" — ^not  the  least  mention  being  made  of  the  land 
forces  employed  on'  the  occasion.  But  although  these  at- 
tempts to  present  it  in  the  light  of  *'a  naval  acquisition/* 
were  not  without  their  influence,  the  colonists  were  not 
Mendless,  and  the  claims  of  the  provincial  troops  were 
ably  asserted.  All  credit  was  denied  to  the  nainistry  in 
i^gard'to  the  achievement,-  by  some  of  the  most  influen- 
tial journals.  ^^Our  ministers/'  said  one  of  these,  "have 
no  more  merit'in  it  thdn  causing' the  park  and  tower  guns 
to  fire."  ^  Again  says  the  same  standard  periodical,  on 
the  appointment  of  Gharies  Knowles  as  governor  of  Oape 
Breton,  and  eomtnander  of  the  fleet  on  that  station: 
"it  is  hoped  that  General  Pepperell,  the  gallant  commander  '  ^ 
of  tiiose  brave  forces  who  took  it,  will  be  provided  for  in 
some  other'way." 

In  the  spring  of  1T75, — thirty  years  afterward, — ^the^e 
attempts  to  detract  from  the  just  fame  of  the  provincials, 
were  revived  by  the  earl  of  -Sandwich,  then  first  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  in  a  speech  before  the  house  of  lords.  EQs 
lordship  professed  to  speak  upon  no  less  authority  than 
that  of  Admiral  Warren,  who,  as  the  minister  asserted, 
had  pronounced  the  Americans  engaged  in  the  siege  of 
Louisburg,  as  the  greatest  cowacds  md  poltroons  whom  he 
had  ever  seen.  His  lordship  also  made  Warren  to  say, 
that  the  fighting  at!  Louisburg  had  been  done  by  the  ma^ 
rines  of  the  ship's  crews,  landed  by  the  commodore  &>t 
that  purpose ;  whilev^it  the  aame  time  he  was  compelled  to 

■  t  ,  t         <      f  I  III  ,  .y.  !■■  I  1,1  ■       11^—^ 

^Tb#  OmtUman*§  JtfdycKwia— Uie  best  liiBiotieal  record  anUoedeat  iib 
I>od8lej*8  Annual  Begisier,  the  publication  of  whiob  was  begun  Ib  1768. 
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CHAP,  praise  tiiie  Americaos^  for  their  endeavors  to  keep  them 
s...,^^  from  running  away.  It  should  he  rememhered,  how.ever 
1746.  iiat  this  speech  was  delivered  at  the  breaking  out  of  the, 
war  of  the  American  revolution,  when  it  was  the  policy 
of  the  parent  country  to  decry  th^  chars(cter  of  the  colo- 
nies. The  minister,  moreover  spoke  at  random  of  con- 
versations-merely  held  with  one,  who  had  been  dead  more 
than  thirty  years.  He  was-  however,  immediately  and 
sharply  answered  through  the  London  press,  by  a  man  who 
had  been  engaged  in  the  seige, — ^who  had  known  Sir  Peter 
Warren,  and  conversed  with  him  upon  the  subject^  This 
writer  proved  that  Sir  Peter  could  never  have  made  any 
such  statements,  to  his  lordship,  nor  to  any  one  else — ^in 
the  first  place,  from  the  perfect  harmony  that  existed  be- 
tween the  land  and  the  sea  officers ;  secondly,  because  of 
the  very  impossibility  that  the  story  could  be  true, — since 
the  commodore  had  no  power  to  command  upon  land,  and 
could  not  have  interfered  with  the  authority  of  General 
Pepperell ;— ^nd  for  the  yet  more  conclusive  rel^^on,  that 

THS  COMMODORE  TSTEYW'  LANn^D  A  PARTT,  SITSBS  QV  MARINBS 
OR  8«AMS^,  DURING  THR  aSIGH..  \       .    • 

How  far  Admiral  Warren  himself  participated  in  these 
efibrts  at  detraction,  or  whether  in  reality  he  engaged 
in  them  at  all,  is  now  a  point  of  difficult  determination. 
It  is  affirmed  by  one  highly  respectable  American  authori- 
^,*  that  "  Warren  deposed  on  o*th,  in  the  high  court  of 
admiralily,  seventeen  i^ontbs  after  the  event,  that  with 
tbet^ssistance  of  his  meyesty's  ships,  ^.,  he,  this  deponent 
did  .subdue  the  whole  island  of  Cape  Breton^"  This 
declaration  unexplained,  presents  indeed  a  most  arrogant 
olaim;  but  it  ill  accoarda  with  the  dealairations  of  the  com- 

— ^ ^ , , , . ; ^ 

'^Lettisr  to  the  earl  of  Sandwich  by  <<an  old  Rnglish  merchant." — Mom, 
jUit:  CoU.,  Vol.  I.  .       ' 

'<  WdUk*i  Appeal  from  the  Judgments  of  Chreat  Britain^  respecting  the  ITnit- 
M  Stales  vf  Am«riea^  in  which  the-  aathof  cites  th«Begistrj  ef  ih«  Hi|^ 
Court  of  Admiraltj  of  England,  Sept.  twentj-ninth,  1747.  I  hare  not  seen 
this  anthenty  to  }«dge  of  the  extent  of  the  dienmstanees  Under  whieh  the 
depisitlba' was  made,' 
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modbre^B  letters  written  during  the  seige.  In  one  of  these  omf. 
addresses  to  Governor  Clinton  in  New  Yoit,  and  dated  off  w^— ' 
Louisbnrg,  May  twelve,  1745,  the  oommodore  says :  ^^*•• 

"  Sir,  I  take  the  liberty  to  acquaint  you  that  the  New 
England  troops  have  taken  possession  of  one  of  the  ene- 
my's most  considerable  batteries  at  Louisburg,  which  gives 
them  the  command  of  the  harbor ;  and  they  have  now 
carried  their  approaches  so  near  by  land,  that  the  city  is 
blockaded,  and  its  communication  by  land  and  sea  entirely 
cut  off,^  and  thai  before  the  arrival  of  any  ship  to  them  t^&ff, 
from  any  fart  of  thzworld^  except  oneamaMone  laden  toUhtrine 
and  brandy.**  * 

Indignation  at  British  arrogance  upon  the  subject  of  this 
expedition,  however,  and  a  pretty  general  conviction  that, 
Warren  was  less  magnanimous  than  he  should  have  been, 
have  on  the  other  hand  conspired  to  induce  certain  Ameri* 
can  historians  to  derogate  from  the  substantial  merits  of 
this  distinguished  naval  commander,  in  regard  to  that  great 
achievement,  Whose  conduct,  within  his  own  proper  sphere 
of  action,  and  beyond  which  he  evinced  no  desire  to  go, 
was  without  fear,  and  without  reproach.  Owing  to  the  fogs, 
the  ice,  and  the  storms,  the  difficulties  of  maintaining  a 
rigid  blockade  were  exceedingly  difficult  and  hazardous* 
)"  Yet  never  was  a  blockade  more  effisctively  maintained,  and 
never  did  a  naval  commander  evince  a  stronger  desire  to 
encounter  yet  greater  hazards  for  the  honor  of  the  service, 
and  of  his  royal  master.  It  is  indeed  possible,  that  feel- 
ings of  jealousy  may  have  been  growing  like  hidden  fires 
in  the  bosoms  of  both  commanders,  even  in  the  hour  of 
triumph.  And  if  such  were  the  fact,  there  were  doubtless, 
ill-disposed  people  at  hand  to  fan  the  sparks  into  a  flatne* 
Yet  there  is  nothing  in  the  conduct  or  correspondence  of 
the  two  commanders,  during  the  scige,  going  to  warrant 
any  such  conclusion.    On  the  contrary,  there  was  at  all 

times,  a  generous  cooperation  between  them.    Once^  in* 

- —  '■       ■  ■  ■       »  ,     .  ,1 

1  This  Utter  is  presenred  ii^  the  JouraalB  of  the  general  Meeiiib\7  o#  New 
Vork. 
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c^.  deed,-*but  not  \intil  the  day  after  the  capitulation, — there 
v.v^\Vas  an  imputation  of  jealousy  thrown  out ;  but  it  is  no 
1746,  more  than  justice  to  admit  that  it  came  from  Warren  him- 
self, who  thought  he  had  reason  for  the  impeachment 
againstPepperell.  "  I  am  sorry,"  said  he,  "  to  find  by  your 
letter  a  kind  of  jealousy  which  I  thought  you  would  never 
coneeive  of  me."  The  residue  of  this  letter  is  earnest, 
but  relates  to  some  unspecified  complaint  of  Duchambon, 
who  seemed  to  apprehend  a  diqK>sition  on  the  part  of  Pep- 
pereU  not  to  observe  with  sufficient  exactness,  the  terms 
of  the  capitulation.  But  the  real  or  affected  ca^ise  of  the 
French  governor's  complaint  is  not  given,  nor  does  the  letter 
seem  to  have  been  preserved  in  which  Warren  thought  he 
discovered  tiie  shadow  of  the  green>eyed  monster. 

There  were,  however,  sharp  jealousies  entertained  in  an- 
other quarter.  The  people  of  Boston  were  alive  to  the  honor 
of  their  merchant-general;  and  having  heard  that  the 
keys  of  Louisburg  had  been  delivered,  not  to  him,  but  to 
the  commodore,  were  not  a  little  incensed  thereat.^  Still 
greater  was  their  displeasure  on  hearing  that  Warren  had 
assumed  the  government  of  the  conquered  province — it 
being  feared  ^'  thatKew  England,  from  a  sea*officer,  would 
not  have  its  full  share  of  the  glory  of  the  conquest."* 
Hence  it  was  requested  by  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts 
that  Governor  Shirley  should  repair  in  person  to  Louisburg, 
which  port  it  had  been  determined  to  repair  and  retain,  t% 
look  after  the  interests  and  the  glory  of  those  who  had  ef- 
fected the  conquest.  Yet  the  highest  praise  was  at  the 
figme  time,  and  on  all  hands  awarded  to  Warren.  Br. 
Chauncey  himself,  in  the  letter  to  his  friend  Pepperell,  im- 
mediately prior  to  the  one  just  cited,  says: — ^^ I  have  no 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  brave  Mr.  Warren,  but  I 

ilf  I  understand  Hutchinson  borrectly,  this  statement  wm  inaeonrate, 
*<It  was  made  a  qvestion, "  says  their  eaadid  historiaiiy  '*  whether  the  keys 
of  the  town  shoald  be  deliTered  to  the  commodore  or  to  the  general,  ,and 
whether  the  sea  or  land  forces  should  first  enter.  The  officers  of  the  army 
tkip  say  proTaUed. " 

*  Letter  from  the  Rot.  Doctor  Chauncey  to  Sir  William  Pepperell. 
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sincerely  love  and  honor  him.  Had  his  majesty  given  us  owf. 
the  choice  of  a  sea-commander  on  this  occasion,  we  should  s.^^ 
have  selected  that  gentleman  from  all  the  rest,  and  desired  ^^**- 
that  he  might  be  sent.'*  But  other  jealousies  also  existed^ 
aa  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Bradstreet,  and  even  of  Shirley 
himself^  against  whooi  Pepperell  was  admonished  beft>re 
he  sailed  upon  the  expedition,  ^'  as  a  snake  in  the  graas/^ 
These  things  only  prove  that  human  ^frailty  exists  among 
the  best  of  men  in  ev^ry  age»  A  careful  study  of  the  hi4» 
tory  of  this  memorable  expedition  will  sh9W  any  candid 
enquirer  for  the  truth  that  Warren  behaved  throughout  like 
a  brave  and  skillful  officer,  and  a  patriotic  and  honorable 
man.  Admitting,  nevertheless,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  in  the  course  of  events  immediately  after  the  first  flush 
of  victory  had  passed  away,  unpleasant  feelings  had  arisen 
between  the  two  distinguished  commanders,  they  must  have 
been  very  short-lived,  since  the  two  heroes  afterward  lived 
in  bonds  of  friendship  that  were  dissolved  only  by  death. 
Sir  Peter  Warren  passed  the  summer  at  Louisbui^g,  during 
which  time  many  valuable  captures  were  made  by  his 
ships,*  and  Sir  William  Pepperell  remained  there  a  whole 
year  after  the  conquest.  He  afterward  visited  England  at 
the  express  invitation  of  Warren,  by  whom  he  was  received  ^ 
with  honor,  and  treated  with  marked  distinction.  He  was 
received  with  great  kindness  by  the  royal  family,  and  the 
city  of  London  presented  him  with  a  silver  table.  In  re^ 
gard  to  the  joint  conquest,  there  certainly  was  little  room 
for  jealousy,  for  there  was  glory  enough  for  all. 

It  was  believed,  tliat  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  prevented 
the  conquest  of  Xova  Scotia  by  the  French.  Duvivier, 
who  had  embarked  for  France  ^n  1744  to  solicit  an  arma- 
ment for  the  invasion  of  that  province,  sailed  with  seven 
ships   of  war  and  a  large  body  of  troops,   in  July,  1745. 

1 A  Ms.  letter  from  John  Catherwood,  then  an  officer  in  the  household  of 
Goycrnor  Clinton,  to  **  Mr.  William  Johnson,  dated  Sept.  5th,  1845,  sajs : 
' '  This  commodore  has  had  great  success  in  captures  at  Louisburg.  His  aharey 
at  least,  wiU  b6  aboTe  £20,000. 
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His  orders  were  to  touch  at  XiOuisbarg,  and  proceed  thence 
in  the  execution  of  his  plan.  Hearing  at  sea  of  the  &11  of 
^7^  that  place,  and  of  the  strength  of  the  British  squadron  sta- 
tioned there,  he  relinquished  the  enterprise  against  Kova 
Bootia^  and  returned  to  Europe. 

The  daring  and  tothusiastic  Yaughan,  however,  appears 
to  have  been  forgotten  in  the  hour  of  triumph.  He  re- 
paired to  London  shortly  afterward,  to  prefer  his  claims  to 
the  crown,  but  was  seized  with  the  small-poz  in  that  capi- 
tal, of  which  disease  he  died. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

#     * 

1746— 1T46. 

Becnning agam  to  the  progress  of  affiiirs  in  New  York:  omp. 
Mr.  Clinton,  the  governor,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  dis-  w^-^ 
solved  the  second  assembly  of  his  administration,  on  the  ^^^ 
fourteenth  of  May,  in  high  displeasure,  because,  as  he 
alleged  in  part^  of  the  personal  disrespect  with  which  he  had 
been  treated  by  that  body ;  but  chieiSly  because  of  its  inatten- 
tion to  the  defenses  of  the  colony,  and  its  neglect  of  his 
recomm^idations  of  a  codperatio|;i  with  the  If  ew  England 
colonies  in  the  expedition  against  Cape  Breton.  Orders  lor 
such  cooperation  having  been  received  from  his  mfgestjf'il 
ministers,  the  governor  held  that  obedience  was  an  impera- 
tive duty.  But  the  people  seem  not  to  have  sympathized 
with  the  feelings  of  the  governor;  and  the  uncomply- 
ing members,  with  few  exceptions,  and  with  singular 
unanimity,  were  returned  to  the  new  assembly,  which  met 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  June,  and  elected  Mr.  David  Jones, 
of  Queens  county,  a  gentlemap  distinguished  for  his  rigid 
views  of  economy  in  public  aflbirs,  as  their  speaker.  The 
news  of  the  &11  of  Louisburg  had  not  reached  New  York 
at  the  time  of  the  meeting.  Much  of  the  governor's  speech, 
therefore,  after  pressing  again  upon  the  attention  of  the  as- 
sembly the  importance  of  placing  the  colony  in  such  apoe-  * 
ture  of  defence,  as  the  crisis  demanded,  was  devoted  to  tlte 
Louisburg  expedition.  The  governor  had  indeed  him- 
self only  heard'  of  the  earlier  operations  of  the  siege ;  the 
capture  of  the  first  gstot  battery  upon  land,  and  of  the 
Vigilante  by  sea,  and  the  latest  dispatches  thence  con- 
sisted of  urgent  appeals  from  Gk>vemor  Shirley  and  Com- 
modore Warren,  for  troc^s,  seamen,  and  provisions.  These 
soUcitationB  were  in  turn  prged  upon  the  assembly  wiib  tlX 
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OTAP.  the  force  at  the  command  of  the  executive  mind.  Bnt 
s-v— '  although  few  changes  had  taken  place  in  the  representative 
1'^^'  bod  J  of  the  general  assembly,  yet  the  dissolution  had 
wrought  a  wonderfiil  improvement  in  its  temper.  The 
answer  of  the  council,  drawn  by  Chief  Justice  DeLancey, 
was  an  echo  to  the  speech,  and  that  of  the  house,  report- 
ed by  Mr.  Henry  Cruger,  was  equally  cordial.  The  mem- 
bers declared  their  full  persuasion  that  the  governor  had 
the  service  of  the  crown  and  the  welfare  of  the  colony  sin- 
cerely at  heart,  and  they  were  equally  explicit  in  avowing 
their  own  readiness  to  consider  with  the  greatest  attention, 
,  the  several  particulars  recommended  for  their  action.  Nor 
was  iheir  conduct  inconsistent  with  their  professions.  A 
.bill  was  passed  with  the  utnu)st  promptitude,  appropriating 
five  thousand  pounds  tow;ard  the  Loui^borg  expedition  ; 
another  for  the  necessary  fortifications  both  upon  the  wild 
inland  frontier  and  the  defence  of  the  seaboard ;  and  yet 
another  for  completing  the  governor's  house.  These  acts 
having  been  passed  with  great  harmony,  the  assembly  ad- 
jooixied  from  the  sixth  of  July  to  the  thirteenth  of  August, — 
daring  which  interval  of  time  the  glorious  news  of  the  fall 
of  Loui^burg  was  received,->*an  achievement  the  mo6t  im- 
portant by  far  of  the  war,  and  ^'  which  proved  an  equiva- 
lent at  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  for  all  the  successes 
of  the  French  upon  the  continent  of  Europe." 

The  Indian  relations  of  the  colony  were  yet  again  becom- 
ing critical.  Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  preoeediug 
y€ar,  both  at  Albany  and  in  the  grand  eouncjl  at  Lancas- 
ter, to  keep  this  jealous  and  fickle  people  true  to  their 
oovenants  with  the  English ;  and  notwithstanding  their 
repeated  pledges  of  fidelity,  the  Biz  Kations  were  agnin 
wavering ;  and  the  misgivings  of  the  govenor  as  to  their 
designs,  were  communicated  by  a  message  to  the  house, 
on  the  twentieth  of  August,  in  which  an  appropriation  was 
asked  to  enable  his  excellency  to  meet  them  in  eonncil, 
aad  if  possible,  ascertain  the  grounds  of  their  diaooAlailfear 


7m  ' 


LUIB  OT  BIR  WILLUM  JOHNSON,   BART.  159 

The  governor  also  announced  that  some  of  the  Canadian  chap. 
Indians  had  broken  the  treaty  of  neutrality  existing  be- w^ 
tween  them  and  the  Six  Nations,  by  committing  hostilities  ^7*^- 
against  some  of  the  ^ntier  settlements  of  Kew  England, 
where  several  of  the  inhabitants  had    been  barbarously 
murdered.    In  the  apprehension  that  those  Indians  might 
be  meditating  an  infliction  of  the  like  cruelties  upon  the 
frontiers  of  New  York,  it  was  necessary  that  due  measures 
of  precaution  should  be  adopted. 

There  had  been  indications  of  dissatisfaction  among  the 
Six  Nations  for  several  months  prior  to  this  message.  lur 
deed  the  governor  had  referred  to  their  *^  disquietudes  "  and 
^^commotions''  in  his  speech  dissolving  the  assembly  in 
May ;  and  it  was  well  ascertained  that  during  the  preced- 
ing winter,  emissaries  from  the  French  had  been  among 
them,  while  they  in  turn  had  sent  several  messengers  with 
belts  into  Canada.  Information  to  this  effect  was  elicited 
on  the  examination  of  John  Henry  Lydius,  of  Albany, 
before  the  executive  council  in  New  York,  on  the  sixth  of 
April.  Lydius  was  a  man  of  extensive  acquaintance  with 
the  Indians,  having  resided  much  among  tiiem,— in  Canadk 
several  years, — and  again  at  Lake  George.  He  stated  that 
he  had  reicently  seen  a  French  Indian,  from  whom  he  had 
received  information  touching  tiie  designs  of  tiie  enemy 
against  Oswego,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the 
Six  Nations.  The  Mohawks  were  very^uneasy,  and  had 
sent  several  chiefs  to  confer  with  the  Indians  in  Canada. 
The  cause  of  this  uneasiness  was  a  suspicion  awakened  in 
their  bosoms  by  evil  disposed  persons,  that  the  English 
were  preparing  at  no  distant  day  entirely  to  destroy  them. 
This  apprehension,  notwithstanding  its  absurdity,  was 
seriously  entert^ed  by  many  of  the  people,  iEUtid  even  by 
some  of  the  chiefs ;    though  the  of ators  Abraham,  and 

Brant,  gave  no  credence  to  the  tale.* 

■    -  . 

>  Muiusoript  Jonmala  of  the  exeouUTe  eounoil,  seoreUry  of  state's  ofiee, 
▲Ibanj.  The  Brant  here  spoken  of,  was  probablj  the  father  or  the  reputed 
ftiker  ef  Joseph  Brant  of  the  roYolution. 
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CHAF.  It  was  unfortunately  but  too  true,  at  the  time  under  con- 
wywsideration,  that  no  good  feelings  existed  between  the  Mo- 
1746.  Jiawks  and  the  people  of  Albany.  At  least  the  Mohawks 
looked  upon  the  latter  with  great  bitterness, — ^having  been 
ovenreaehed  in  some  land  purchases,  in  which  the  Al- 
banians were  concerned.  So  they  alleged ;  and  by  availing 
themselves  of  these  prejudices,  some  evil-minded  persons 
had  to  some  extent  persuaded  the  Mohawks  that  the  Al- 
banians were  plotting  the  destruction  of  their  nation,  in  or- 
der to  possess  themselves  of  their  domain.  Rumors  were 
Accordingly  circulated  among  them  from  time  to  time  to  the 
end  that  measures  for  killing  them  were  in  actual  prepara- 
tioti.  They  were  tixus  kept  in  a  state  of  feverish  excitement 
and  suspicion  for  several  weeks.  At  length  a  runner  arrived 
ilii  the  Mohawk  country,  in  the  night,  with  information  that 
the  Albanians  were  then  actually  upon  the  march  against 
them,  to  the  number  of  several  hundreds,  armed  with  xnus- 
kete,  and  treading  to  the  sound  of  arms  and  trumpete. 
The  poor  Indians  of  th^  lower  castle,  Dyiondarogon,  fled 
in  wild  affright  to  their  upper  towns.  All  was  confusion, — 
the  women  seizing  their  infents,  and  the  children  who  were 
able  to  run,  flying  in  the  utmost  consternation,  and  utter- 
ing the  dead  cry — "qitb!"  qub!"  que!"* 

The  dissatisfaction  having  become  extensive  among  the 
confederates,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  depute  Conrad 
"Weiser,  the  Pennsylvania  interpreter  for  the  Six  Nations, 
to  make  a  tour  of  friendly  observation  among  them. 
'  Weiser  was  a  native  of  Schoharie,  partaking  largely  of  the 
confidence  of  the  Indians ;  and  it  was  rightly  judged  that 
a  mission  by  him  to  their  several  towns  and  castles  would 
be  attended  with  happy  results.  Those  results  were 
realized.  On  the  twenty-ninth  of  July  the  missionary  re- 
turned, and  his  journal  was  laid  by  Mr.  Clinton  before  his 
council.    After  traversing  the  cantons  beyond  Onondaga, 

and  soothing  their  feelings,  he  was  accompanied  from  the 

<  '   ■  ■  ..11         ■        ■      ■  I  t 

1  Manuscript  journals  of  the  executire  oonneil. 
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Great  coancil  firo  by  a  party  of  the  chiefs  to  Oswego,  where  cmp. 
free  conferences  were  held.    The.  ladians  complained  that>*v-^ 
the  English  kept  them  in  the  dark  about  the  progress  of  the  ^^^ 
war,  dealing  out  their  news  in  generals  only,  whereas  they 
wanted  the  particulars.    They  were  aware  that  the  gOY- 
emor  of  If  ew  York  was  diE^leased  wi£h  their  visits  to  Cana- 
da, but  they  insisted  that  they  went  thither  only  upon 
business, — the  governor  of  Canada  knowing  yery  well  that 
he  could  do  nothing  with  them  to  the  detriment  of  the 
English. 

Betuming  firom  Oswego  Hirough  the  Mohawk  conntiy, . 
Weiser  wa^  received  gladly  at  their  castles  and  treated  kind^ 
ly..  The  Indians  there  said  they  inclined  to  the  Bngliah, 
having  always  been  U3e4  well  by  the  governojis  of  Kew 
York,  Massachusetts,  aad  Pennsylvania*  Bu(  the  people 
of  Albany  |iad  not  treated  them  well.  They,  had  cheated 
themi  and  were  yet  trying  to  get  their  lands  and  destroy 
them.  They  likewise  accused  the  Albanians  of  being  en- 
gaged in  unlawftil  cominerce  with  the  enemy,  to  whom 
th^y  had  sold  large  quanfities  of  powder.  In  regard  to  the 
visits  of  the  Mohawk  chiefs  to  the  French  in  llie  winter, 
they  admitted  that  they  had  gone  thither  because  they  wei^ 
displeased  with  the  Albanians,  and  in  Order  to  let  them 
know  that  they  'would  6,ct  as  they  pleased. 

At  Dyioiidarogon,  the  Indians  convened  a  connoil  to 
hear  Mr.  Weiser  on  the  subject  of  their  late  alarm  in  cotf- 
sequence  of  ihejrumored  invasion  from  Albany.  He'  as- 
sured thein  that  the  whole  story  which  *  had  caused  their 
panic  was  fiftlse,  aiud  told -them  of  the  great  surprise  of  Ibe 
governor  on  hearing  of  such  an  occurrence,'  at  a  time,  toe, 
when  he  thought  the  parties  were  ail  so  frieiidly  to  ea^ 
other.  The  Indians,'  in  reply,  admitted  that  their  alai^fn 
had  been  very  great ;  but,  they  said,  the  matter  had  all  been 
settled,  ^*  and  thrown  into  the  bottomless  pit.''  The  ex- 
planations made  to  th^mi  had  been  perfectly  satisfactoiy ; 
and  they  now  requested  even  thf^  no  inquiries  mi^ht  bb 

21    .  *        . . 
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iiiBtituted  as  to  the  authors  of  the  alan^.^    But  it  will 


wvw  presently  appear  that  ttuBy  did  not  exapUy  h61d  to  this  reso- 

1741  lotion  themselyes. 

At  the  same  meeljng  of  the  council,  let^ters  were  received 
frnm  the  commissioners  of  Indian  a^irs  at  Albany,  an- 
nouncing the  approach  of  scalping  parties  of  the  Cai^adian 
T^ipin-n^  toward  the  frontier  settlements  at  the  north.  They 
also  stated  that  two  men  had  been  murdered  on  the  border 
Of  Kew  England, — ikte  Indians  having  plucked  out  their 

eyes,  torn  otf  their  scalps,  and  cut  out  their  hearts*.  This 
last  statement  was  confirmed  by  a  letter  ftom  Governor 
j^hirtey,  who  spoke  of  it  as  a  violation  of  thetreaty  of  neu- 
trality between  the  Cana£an  Indians  and  the  Six  Kations, 
and  urging  as  a  proper  measure  that  the  latter  should  now 
forthwith  take  up  the  hatchet.  Upon  these'representations, 
the  council  advised  that  an  interpreter  be  immediately  diis- 
patchdfl  to  th^  Six  fTations,  with  a  request  that  they  should 
ascertain  to  what  tribe  or  nation  the  offending  Indians  be- 
longed ;  and  also  whether  the  murders  were  approved  by 
iheii  tribe.  If  so,  then  the  @ix  Kations  were  requested  to 
consider  what  was  to  he  their  own  Ipe  of  duty.  If  not^ — 
if  the  murders  werp  disapproved, — ^th^n  It.was  left  to  the 
Six  If  ations  to  say  whether  they  ought  not  to  demand  the 
smreuder  of  the  murderers, — ^the  outrage  having  been  al- 
together unprovoked.' 

The  cruelties  just. set  forth,  were  committed  upon  the 

;fi«mtier  of  New  Hampshire ;  but  others  e4ually  atrocious 

'  w^re  committed  shortly,  afterwafd  in  the  border  settle- 

jaents  even  of  Connecticut,  o^  which  information  was 

giren  to  Mr.  Clinton  by  Governor  Low  .of  that  colony. 

.!K6r-were  thes^  alL    It  was  discovered  in  August^  that 

'  while  the  Canadian  ^IndiaAS  had  thus  h^en  let  loose  upon 

the  New  England  frontiers,T-^^rossing  even  the  province  of 

*Ha8sacht(setts  in  order  to  strike  Connecticut, — ^the  French 


^•^ 


*  Maaiieeript  Journal!  of  the  execuiire  council. 
^KanoMrlpt  prooeo<iingi  of  the  exoeuiiTO  pouotiL 
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had  become  yet  more  earnest  in  i^heir  solicitationB  for  th^  cam 
Iroquois  to  jain  tbem  against  &e  English.    Certain  of  thes..^,w 
Mohawk  and  Tuscarora  chie&^  moreover,  had  made  at^l  ^I^ 
another  visit  to  the  goven^or  .  of  Canada^  Jd  eonpectioB^ 

as  there  was  but  too  much  reason^  to  belieyei  with  thet* 
solieitations. '  At  all  eveats,  the  return  of  ^ose  chieft  WM  ^ 
preceded  b j  a  state  of  feeling  among  the  peoplefi,  ^that     ,.  , 
deterred,  the  Indian  commitoioners  at  Albany  from  aeckd'* 
ing  a  messenger  among  ti;iem,  with  the  overture  &om 
the    governor. and  ^council  ^la  directed  on  tbe  twenty^^  '^ 
ninth  of  July.    Meantime  a  letter  waai  r^eeiv^d  from  Mr/ 
Phipps,  acting  govem6r  of  Ma^achus^tts  during  the  ab-  [ 
sence  of  Governor  Shiriey  at  L^uisburg^  annouiacing  that 
by  the  advice  pf  his  mi^esty's*  counqil  of  that  province 
war  had  .been .  formally  proclaimed  against  the  JBastem 
and  Canadian  Indians.^    The  olann  had  therefore  become    . 
very  general  before  the  special  attcntioaof  the  assemb]^     '^ 
wm  called  to  the  subject  by  the  message  from  the  govemot    f. 
of  the  twentieth  of  August.  -  That  body  saw  the  necearf- 
iy  of  immediate  and  efficient  action,  and  an  apprgpriatioa 
of  61^ .  hundred  pounds,  in  addition  to  an  unexpended 
balance  of  four  .  hijndred  pounds .  yet    in  the-  hands  of 
the  executive,   was   made  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians  at  Albany.     The  assembly  there^ 
upon  .adjourned  over  by  permission,  from  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  August  to  the  fit\een]kh  of  October ;    f^nd  the 
necesskry  inea§rures  were  concerted  for  holding  a  general 
council  with  the  Indians  without  utinecessary  delay. 

The  negotiations  were  opened  on  the  fifth  day  of  OctOK 
ber,  €k)vemor  Clinton  being  attended  by  Messrs.  Philip 
Livingston,  Daniel  Horsmanden,  Joseph  Murray  and  John 
Rutherford,  ^lembers.of  the  executive  oouncil.  Delegates 
wer$  also  in  attendance  from  the  provinces  of  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  and  Pennsylvania.*    About  four  hun- . 


*   V     "   "  '    ij*  '"         ■   t  ■    ■  t    I* 
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3  The  commissioners  from  MassachuseiU,  w«rQ,  Colonel  John  Stoddftrj, ' 
Jacob  Wendell,  Thomas  Bextjf  J«]in  Cbottl«  and  Thommi  AotohinsoB.  ■  'Vrom 
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ouA  dred  and  sixty  Indians  were  present,  representing  all  tlie 
*^my^  confederates  excepting  the  Senecas,  who  had  bjeen  detained 
by  a  distressing  malady,  which  was  sweeping  off  many  of 
&eir  members.  The  fii^st  interview  between  the  parties 
wasbrie^ — ^the  Indians  retiring  immediately  after  they  had 
been  presented  to  the  governor  and  drunk  the  king's 
bbalth.  A  consultation  was  then  held  among  the  com- 
ndttriohers  as  to  the  arrangement  of  their  subsequent  pro- 
cisedlngB,  at  which  it  was  determined  that  in  order  to  ikn- 
press  the  Indians  with  an  idea  of  the  harmonious  action 
and  consequent  strength  of  the  English,  Governor  Clinton 
should  speak  the  united  voice  of  ihe  whole, — ^that  Is,  of 
Wew  T6rk  and  Kew  England.  The  Pennsylvatiia  com- 
H^ttloners,  being  inembdrs  of  Ihe  Friends'  society,  pre^ 
fbrred  to  make  an  address  by  themselves,  in  their  own  pe- 
ottfiar  way.  It  was  likewise  determined  that  Mr.  Clinton 
should  present  the  chiefs  with  the  hatchet  to  strike  the 
.  JVench,  and  the  Indians  in  their  itlliancia,  for  the  infraction 
of,  their  treaty  of  neutrality  with  the  Six  If ations,  uhcon- 
^itionally^'-'leaving  it  with  the  Indians  themselves  to  sug- 
gest, shoi;ild  they  elect  to  do  so,  some  other  "measure  for 
obtaining  satisfax^tion  for  the  barbarities  that  had  been  com- 
mitted.^ 

Before  proceeding  to  the  main  business  for  which  the 
cQuncQ  had  been  convened,  however,  the  governor  having 
beard  that  notwithstanding  their  message  by  Conrad 
Weiser,  the  Indians  had  never  been  altogether  satisfied  in 
legard  to  the  affair  of  the  panic,  heretofore  described, 
determined  upon  having  a  full  explanation  of  that  myste- 
lious  sffsLir ; — and  two  days  or  more  were  occupied  upon 
tlhat 'subject.  Hendrik,  chief  sachem  of  the  Mohawks, 
made  a  long  s()eech.  He  said  their  distrust  of  the  designs 
of  th6  English,  but  especially  of  the  people  of  Albany,  had 

*— *M^—  ■         I  ■  ■  ■■"■>■■■■>,  I I  ■  I  ■  .  ■        ■! 

Gonneetiovt,  Rog«r  WoleoU,  lieutenant-goTeniori  and  Golffn^l  Stanlej. 
From  Penn^jlTania,  Messrs.  Thomas  Lawrence,  John  Kinsleyf  and  Isaao 
.    Jlorrit. 
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been  originally  awakened  hy  Jean  Coeur^  a  French  inter-  cup* 
preter,  residing  principally  among  the  Seiiecas*  This  man  n-v^ 
had  long  been  regarded  by  the  English  as  a  dangeroua  ^^^* 
neighbor,  and  they  had  endeavored  to  persuade  the  Sect^ 
cas  to  send  him'  away>,-^but  in  vain.  Hendrik  now  in- 
formed Mr.  Clinton  that  Ocenr,  on  returning  firom  a  visit 
to  Canada,  had  told  the  Indians  that'the  ^vemor  of  JXefW 
York  had  been,  proposing  to  the  governor  of  Canada  to 
imite  for  the  entire  destruction  of  their  people.  ^  The  tMe 
sank  deep. into- tibeir  minds.  They  knew  that  the  Albany 
people  had  treated  them  badly>  «nd  when  they^  oau^e  to  r^ 
fleet  npon  the  project,^  and  diought  of  the  oonditioil  to 
which  the  River  Indians  had  been  reduced,  and'of  the  fiiot 
that  the  people  of  Connecticut  and  Ma^sachiisetts  had  tiilceii 
ainA^  land  away/t3iey  hegan  to  ponder  whether  emek* 
might  not  be  the  design  of  the  English  a^nst  themselvolr 
— the  6ix  Nations.  "You,*"  said  Hendrik,  pointing  to 
Colonel  Stoddard,  «  have  got  our  land,  and  driven  us  aW»f 
from  Westfield,  where  my  father  lived  formerly.'"*  '  When 
they  thought  of  th^e  things,  he  repeated,  we  feared  tha% 
"  the  Mohawks  would  be  l^rought  to  the  same  pass/"  an* 
rendei^d  "  as  poor  '*  aM  the  Biver  Indians  were.  *^  This;*' 
he  said,  "  had  remained  in  thei^  hearts  90me  years,  And 
now,  as  the  governor  would  have  them  open  their  mmds, 
they  had  done  it,  and  they  hoped  it  wotdd  haver  a  good 
effect"*  .      '     ' 

Along  discusaion  followed  the  harangue  of' Hendrik, 
in  regard  to  the  authors  of  the  daim,  and  several  persons.      -^  • 
were  to  a  great<3r  .or  less  extent  implicated.    Next  to  Jean 
Ocnux,  a  man  named  Fhilip  Van  Patten,  was  chargecl  as 
the  chief  a^ent  in  getting  up  the  mischievous  alarm,  and  es 

ill!  ■  I  I  I  ■  ■■■  I  ■■  .^1^,^^,^— ^^^^,1,^ 

^This  remurk  will  b€  ibe  b«tUr  u&d«rsie«d  on  the  fCtttmiieiit  of  the  fiMt 
that  the  ^tuly  of  Hendrik  v^te  Hohefan,  and  onlj  Mohawk  bj  adoption. 
Yet  Hendrik  and  hit  broikers  were  chiefs  of  the  first  inflaence-;-Hb]idnk 
himself  being  the  prineipal  chief  of.  the  tribe,  and  was  known  as  King 
Hendrik. 

*  BiannMript  Joiumala  of  the  eyegotiYe  eonaoil. 
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OHU^.  negro  wepch  of  Scheneptody  was  lik;ewiae  -oompromified« 
Wy^But  the  statements  of  tbe  Indians,  were  contradictory ; 
174«.  Ymi  Patten  purged  himself  on  bath,  and  the  Indians  were 
evidently  oppoaed  to  any  very  rigid  investigation .  being 
madie.^  Inde^  before  the  -close  of  this  branch  of  the  prp- 
ceedings^  it  came  to  be  justly  doubted  whether  the  whole 
mSaax  had  not  been  a  contrivance  of  a  few  of  the  Indians 
to  excite  sympathy,  and  per^ps  extort  from  the  govern- 
ment-an  increased  amount  of  presents^ — « lame  and  irnpo-* 
tent  conolusion  of  the  touching  ahd  dramaitic  scenebrought 
to  the  contemplation  of  Conrad  WeiserJ 

The  council  was  opened  for  the  transaction  of  the  proper 
business  upbn  which  it  had  been  summoned,  on  the  tenth 
of  October.  After  the  uBual  preliminaiy  ig^utations,  in 
wl^ch  tbe  Indians  were  told  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  thd 
council*  had  been  invited  for  the  purpose  of  *'  rendering, 
strengthening,  and  brightening  the  covenant  chain,*'  and 
after  condoling  with  them  for  the  absence  of  the  8ene<^, 
because  of  'the  jgrie vous.  sickAess  their  people  were  sufieiv 
ing,  tiie  governor  spoke  to  them  directly,  and  in  a  tone  ot 
disapprobation  of  the  late  visit  of  som^  of  their  chiefs  to 
'Mongtreal,  where  they  had  met  t^e  French  governor.  It 
Ixad  been  asserted  in  justification  of  that  visit,  that  they 
had  gone  thither  to  protest  agaitist  any  invasion  of  Oswe* 
go  by  the.  JFrench — ^ihe  Six  Nations  desiring  that  that  post 
mlj^t  be  suffered  to  remain  as  ^^  aplace  of  trade  and  peace^' ' 
and  pretending  that  they  were  determined  to  defend  it  if 
attacked.  But  at  Ae  very  time  when  their  chiefs  were  in 
Montreal,  the  Canada  Indians  had  been  breaking  their 
treaty,  and  murdering  the  English.  Not  pnly  so,  but  the 
gbvernor  assured  them  he  had  been  informed  that  while 
pretending  that  their  mission  was  thus  pacific^  they  had  so 
£ftr  accepted  the  hatchet  from  ^e  French,  as  to  agree  to 
bring  it  home,  and  consider  whether  t^ey  would  jrtrike 

their  English  friends  with  it  or  not    This  story,  however, 

•       ^ , 
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the  Bngjish  could  hardly  befieve  to'  be  true,  uBless  tiiey  obmm. 
Bhould  hear  it  froin  their  own  lips.  A  fiill  and  plain  answer  v.^ 
was  e!cpected,  "  that  all  staitis  might  be  wiped  fipom  ttie  *^**' 
covenant  chain/' 

Mr.  Clinton  next  proceeded  to  relate  to  the  chiefe  the 
progress  of  the  war-informing  them  of  the  action  of  the 
IVench  the  precieding  y^ar  upon  Annapolis  Royal,  and 
giving  them  an  Account  of  the  fall  of  Louisbnrg,  and  the 
con5[ue8t  of  Cape  Breton.  In  this  part  of  the  country,  the 
English  hadlain  still ;  but  they  had  last  year  infoftned  the 
governor  of  Canada,  that  unless  the  war  should  be  condtict- 
•  ed  in  a  Christian-like  manner, — ^unles^  the  Canada  Indians 
werd  restrained  ^from  murdering  tlie  English,— the  Six  Na- 
tions wOnld  immediately  join  the  latter  ai^d  strike  upon 
the  settlements  of  Canada.  Yet  the  Freiich  seemed  deter- 
mined  not  to  be  at  peace  with  us,  and  their  Indians  had  not 
only  killed  some  of  the  Englishi  but  had  left  a  hatchet  by 
the  side  of  one  o^  the  dead^-r-th.us  defying  the  English  aud 
the  Six  ^atiozis  to  take  it  up.  The  most  solemn  aiid  sacred 
engagements  were  broken  by  them,  and  they  had  shown 
that  even  belts  of  wa^piun  would  not  bind  them  ta  their 
pronrises. '  The  English  had  been  slighted,  aud  the  Bix 
Nations  treated  as  though  they  Were  not  worthy  to  be  re^  * 
garded.  They  think  you  will  not  perform  what  you  hav6 
threatened,  and  they  fear  not  your  displeasure.  Thua  they 
reflect'dishonor  tqpoh  you. 

The  chie&  w^e  next  told:  that  it  was  high  time  both  the 
Ehglidi  and  the  Six  Nations  should  exert  thecOselves  to 
vindicate  their  honor.    The  English  desired  not  the  "de- 

•     •     •  ■  ' 

struction  of  their  fellow  cteatures,  yet  they  felt  that  they   , 
ought  not  any.  longer  to  bear  these  insults  and  this  evil 
treatm.ent  from  the  French.     "  Therefore,  since  neither  ow 

I 

peaceable  dispolsition  nor  examples,  nbr  any*  methods  yte 
have  been  able  to  use,  have  sufficed  to  ptrevaH  upon  tbem 
to  fotbear  their  bapbarous  treatment  of  us,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, th€iy  seem  deteitemed  to  provoke  Qur  resenlm^it^-* 
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oBLArwin  tbe  name  of  God^e  are  resolved  not  only  to  dei^end  our^ 
vv^  selvesybut  by  all  possible  methods  te  put  it  out  of  theii: 
power  to  misuse  and  evil-entreat»ns  as  they  have  J^eretoforo 
done.  And  we  doubt  not  of  your  ready  and  oheerful  con- 
currence with  us^.  agreeable  to  the  solemn  promise  jj6vl 
made  us  in  this  place  iast  summer,  in  joining  with  us 
against  the  French^  and  such  Indians  as  are  or  may  be  in- 
stigated by  th^m  to  commit  hostilities  agaiust  us«''  This 
passage  of  the  goy^mor's  speech  was  IbUowed  by  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  l^rge  belt  of  wampum,  with  a  hatchet  hung 
taityV. .    . 

jBbving  taken  two  days  for  epnsiderationytiie  Indiana  re- 
plied^ renewing  the  covenant  chain,  whicn  they  said  they 
were  determined  should  never  rust^  again,  ^^  because  they 
would  daily  wipe  off  the  dust,  and*keep  it  clean."  In  re- 
gard to  the  yisit  of  their  chiefeto  Montreal,' they  denied 
peremptorily,  the  truth  of  the  report  of  their  having  consent- 
ed to  receive  the  hatchet  from  tie  French  governor,  even 
for  the  purpose  of  jDopsideration.  TJpoii' this  and  sbme 
other  points  of  less  importance^  the  chiefs  answered  with- 
out embarrasment  But  oh  the  subject  of  consenting  to 
go  upon  the  war<*path  against  the  French,- they  spoke  wari- 
ly. They  thanked  the  governor  fi>r  the  informattbn'hi^ 
had  ^ven  of  &e  progress  of  the  war;  but  touching  the 
diieet  appeal  to  them  to  engage  in  the  contest,  they  cau- 
tiously said : — Hyoii  d^ire,  as  we  are  of  one  flesh  wi^  you, 
that  we  would  ali^o  take  up  the  hatchet  agaiost  the  French, 
aad  ]tihe  Indians  under  their  influence,  mth  you.  'We  the 
Six  li'ations,  accept  of  the  hatchet, — €mdwiU  jyuX  U  in  cwr 
fy>9om9J  We  are  in  alliance  with  a  great  many  of  the  far 
Indians^  and  if  we  should  so  suddenly  lift  up  the  hatchet 
without  acquainting  our  allies  with  it,  they  would  perhaps 
ta|s:e  oflence  at  it. .  We  will  therefore,  before  we  make  use 
of  the  hatchet  agaii^st  the  Frenck  or  their  Indies,  send 
foun  of .  our.people,  who  are  now  jceady  to  go,  to  Cauada, 
to  .demand  satjs^piction  for  the  wrongs  they  have  dpne  our 

^Msa«aQri|itJatinaaiof«i#nltife«dottii#ai  *    _ 
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brethren,  and  if  they  refuse  to  make  satisfaction,  then  •we  chap. 
will  be  ready  to  use  the  hatchet  against  them,  whenever  w^-* 

174& 

our  brother  the  governor  of  New  York  orders  us  to  do  it." 
Two  months,  they  said,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  the 
governor,  would  be  time  enough  for  them  to  ascertain 
whether  the  aggressors  would  make  the  requisite  satis- 
faction ;  and  in  the  event  of  their  not  doing  so,  they  re- 
peated their  declaration  to  use  the  hatchet  at  the  command 
of  his  excellency.* 

In  subsequent  sections  of  theif  speech,  the  Indians  took 
occasion  to  remind  the  governor  that  the  original  design 
of  their  alliance  with  the  English  was  the  advantages  they 
hoped  to  derive  from  a  reciprocal  trade ;  but  goods  had 
been  sold  very  high  to  them  of  late.  They  were  now  desti- 
tute of  clothes,  powder,  and  lead ;  "  and  people  who  are  to 
go  to  war  ought  to  be  wfell  provided  with  ammunition. 
This,  however,  should  their  request  be  now  denied,  was 
the  last  time  they  should  speak  upon  the  subject."  In 
his  rejoinder,  the  governor  explained  to  them  the  causes 
of  the  high  prices  of  goods  at  that  time.  They  were 
occasioned  by  the  war ;  but  he  would  see  that  goods 
should  be  sold  to  them  at  as  reasonable  rates  as  possible. 
The  presents  to  be  distributed  amting  them  were  then  an- 
nounced,— ^the  governor  enjoining  it  upon  the  chiefs  to 
reserve  for  the  absent  Senecas  their  due  proportion.*  The 
discussions  were  concluded  by  a  few  words  of  wholesome 
advice  addressed  to  the  red  chieftains  now  about  return- 
ing again  to  their  own  beloved  wilds. 

Thus  &T  the  proceedings  of  the  conference  had  been 
marked  by  apparant  harmony.    But  Mr.  Clinton  had  no 

sooner  ended  his  closing  address,  than  the  Massachusetts 

— ^ 

1  Here  the  Indians  re<^ae8ted  his  exoellenoj,  that,  as  they  had  giyen  the 
war-shout  upon  his  delivering  thehatohetto  them,  that  their  brethren  would 
now  signify  their  approbation  of  this  article  (or  aTOwal)  in  their  usual 
xpethod.  Whereupon  his  excellency  and  most  of  the  company  joined  in 
shoi^ts  with  three  hurrahs.  " — Ms,  reeordt  of  the  council  recorded  in  the  efm 
ecutive  joumale. 

*  Hanusoript  journals  of  the  execatiye  council. 
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Cfl^.  commissioners  rose  to  express  their  disapprobation  of  that 
v-fcyl^part  of  the  speech  of  the  sachems  in  which  they  had 
1746.  declared  that  for  the  present  instead  of  using  the  hatchet 
they  should  "  put  it  in  their  bosoms,"  The  commissioners 
stated  that  when  the  Indians  first  arrived  in  Albany,  they 
came  with  a  good  heart  to  enter  into  the  war  at  once ;  and 
they  attributed  their  change  of  purpose  and  desire  of  de- 
lay, to  the  intrigues  of  the  people  of  Albany.  The  Albani- 
ans, the  commissioners  said  they  well  knew,  were  opposed 
to  having  the  Six  Illations  engaged  in  the  contest,  and 
they  doubted  not  that  the  hesitancy  which  the  chie&  had 
manifested,  was  altogether  owing  to  their  influence.  On 
the  subject  of  the  proposed  mission  to  obtain  satisfaction 
from  the  red  men  in  Canada,  the  Massachusetts  gentlemen 
regarded  the  proposition  as  a  mere  pretext  for  delay.  If 
satisfaction  were  given  at  all,  as  pretended  to  be  given,  it 
would  probably  consist  of  a  small  bundle  of  sldns^  of  no 
substantial  value,  and  would  be  no  atonement  at  all. 
They  were  therefore  greatly  dissappointed  witii  the  turn 
the  negotiation  had  taken.^ 

It  would  not  be  safe  to  affirm  that  this  suspicion  of  the 
Massachusetts  gentlemen  was  indulged  without  cause. 
The  Albanians,  at  that  time,  regardless  of  the  higher  ob- 
ligations of  patriotism,  were  engaged  in  a  lucrative  con- 
traband trade  with  Montreal,  tiirough  tiie  agency,  proba- 
bly, of  the  Caughna^wagas,  as  in  former  years.  Of  this 
trade  the  Six  Nations  themselves  had  complained,  because 
of  the  supplies  of  ammunition  thus  furnished  to  the 
French ;  and  the  governor,  in  his  last  precedii^g  message 
to  the  assembly,  had  recommended  strong  measures  for  its 
anppression,  I^evertheless,  ftom  a  motive  of  policy, — ^for  it 
could  have  been  prompted  by  nothing  else, — ^Mr.  Clinton 
afiected  surprise  at  the  suggestions  of  the  Massachusetts 
gentiemen,  inasmuch,  he  urged,  as  it  had  been  the  de- 
clared opinion  of  Governor  Shirley  himself,  that  it  would 

^Mftnusoript  journalB  of  the  ezecatiTe  council. 
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be  in  every  view  sufficient  were  the  entire  neutralily  of  the  o wf. 
Indians  to  be  preserved.  That  neutralitj  it  was  the  strong  w^^ 
desire  of  the  Six  Nations  to  maintain  unbroken ;  and  it  ^^^' 
was  to  this  end,  as  Mr.  Clinton  now  insisted  to  the  Massa* 
chusetts  gentlemen,  that  some,of  their  chie&  were  in  Ca- 
nada at  the  very  time  when  the  directions  for  holding  the 
present  council  were  issued.  And  yet  before  it  was  pos- 
sible for  them  to  ascertain  the  disposition  of  the  Canada 
Indians,  or  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  pacific  endeavors, 
greatly  to  his  surprise,  Massachusetts  had  actually  declared 
war  against  the  Indians  living  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  French.  It  was  moreover  urged  as  an  additional  rea- 
son why  the  Six  Nations  sought  the  delay,  that  many  of 
their  own  people  were  in  Canada  and  their  safety  would 
be  compromised  should  their  friends  at  home  take  up  the 
hatchet  at  once.^  Thus  closed  the  council ;  but  the  vail 
which  Mr.  Clinton  had  attempted  thus  adroitly  to  throw 
over  the  subject-matter  of  the  complaints  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts gentlemen,  was  quite  too  transparent  to  be  satis- 
fectory. 

A  new  aspect  was  imparted  to  the  case  in  the  course  of 
the  ensuing  night,  by  the  arrival  of  an  express  from  Mas- 
sachusetts with  intelligence  that  a  body  of  French  and  Ih- 
dians  had  fallen  upon  one  of  the  block-houses  on  the  New 
England  fix)ntier,  —  situated  at  Great  meadow,  on  the 
Connecticut  river.  On  the  next  morning,  therefore,  the 
Massachusetts  gentlemen  applied  to  Governor  Clinton  upon 
the  subject,  urging  that  by  this  attack  of  the  French  and 
their  Indians  upon  one  of  the  king's  forts,  the  case  had 
substantially  arisen,  in  which  he  might,  under  the  express 
agreement  of  the  Six  Nations  two  days  before,  order  them 
forthwith  upon  the  war-path,  and  that  they  would  be  bound 
to  go.  They  had  said,  that  if  before  the  expiration  of  the 
two  months  delay  for  which  they  asked,  further  acts  ot 
hostility  should  be  committed  by  the  enemy,  at  the  orders 

^  Manuscript  journals  of  the  exeoutiye  oounoiL 
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ow. of  the  governor  they  would  "strike  with  the  hatchet."* 
wv-^The  exigency  had  already  occurred,  and  the  commissioners 
^'^'  now  requested  that  the  order  might  be  given, — stipulating 
at  the  same  time,  that  they  would  supply  the  Indians  with 
the  necessary  munitions  of  war  for  the  campaign,  at  their 
own  expense,  provided  they  could  be  led  forth  against  the 
enemy  at  once.  But  this  request,  after  full  advisement  in 
council,  was  not  acceded  to  by  Mr.  Clinton.  The  Indians 
were  not  inclined  to  immediate  war ;  nor  had  the  case  pro- 
vided for  actually  arisen,  inasmuch  as  the  attack  upon  the 
block-house  must  have  been  made  before  the  Six  Nations 
had  entered  into  the  engagement  referred  to.  Those  na- 
tionSy  moreover,  were  the  only  existing  barrier  between  the 
frontiers  of  New  York  and  the  enemy ;  and  the  withdrawal 
of  that  barrier,  while  the  frontier  of  New  York  was  thus 
naked  and  exposed,  would  be  subjecting  the  settlements  to 
infinite  peril.  The  governor,  therefore,  could  not  consent 
to  the  proposition,  until  he  had  consulted  the  assembly, 
and  given  that  body  time  to  place  the  frontier  of  New  York 
in  a  posture  of  defence.  While,  however,  for  these  and 
other  reasons  that  were  stated,  Mr.  Clinton  declined  allow- 
ing the  commissioners  the  immediate  aid  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, he  nevertheless  offered  a  detachment  of  militia  for 
their  assistance  at  the  expense  of  this  province.*  This 
proffer  was  declined,  and  the  Commissioners  departed — 
not,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  in  the  best  possible  humor. 

Returning  to  the  cily  of  New  York,  where  the  general 
assembly,  after  a  short  recess,  had  resumed  its  sittings,  the 
governor,  on  the  second  of  Novembet*,  communicated  the 
results  of  his  mission  to  Albany,  by  a  special  message,  in 
whioh  he  took  occasion  to  speak  of  the  aggressions  of  the 

French  and  their  Indian  allies  upon  the  border  settlements 

■  '•-■-  -  - 

1  So  the  MMBMhusotis  oommiBsionera  insisUd^  but  the  fact  does  not  ap- 
pear ezaotly  thus  in  the  formal  speeoh  preseryed  in  the  reoorda  of  the 
oouncU. 

*  Maaofloript  joomalB  of  the  exeoutiTe  oounoil.. 
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of  TSew  England,  and  urged  the  importance  of  making  im-  chat. 
mediate  and  adequate  proyision  for  the  defence  of  tbe^-v-^ 
northern  fi^ntier  of  New  York.  It  was  not  knoVn  how  ^^^' 
strong  was  the  combined  French  and  Indian  force  that  had 
attacked  the  fort  at  Great  meadow,  nor  how  soon  it  might 
&11  npon  some  of  the  exposed  settlements  of  this  province* 
Such  an  attack  was  certainly  to  be  apprehended ;  and  the 
governor  pressed  home  with  earnestness  upon  the  assem- 
bly the  absolute  necessily  of  erecting  fortifications  at  the 
exposed  points,  not  only  for  the  security  of  the  out-settle 
ments,  but  for  the  purpose  of  giving  encouragement  and 
confidence  to  the  Indians,  that  they  might  be  induced,  with 
the  greater  cheerfulness^  to  join  in  the  war.  For  the  Mo- 
hawks, always  brave  themselves,  "  felt  a  very  allowable  re- 
pugnance to  expose  the  lives  of  their  warriors  in  defence 
of  those  who  made  no  efibrt  to  defend  theniselves ;  who 
were  neither  protected  by  the  arms  of  their  sovereign,  nor 
by  their  own  courage/*^ 

These  admonitions  received  not  that  immediate  attention 
which  the  exigency  of  the  case  demanded ;  and  but  two 
short  weeks  intervened  before  the  war-whoop,  and  the 
reddened  sky  at  the  north,  startled  the  assembly  from  its 
inaction,  and  taught  it  that  earlier  and  more  eaniest  hee4 
ought  to  have  been  ^ven  to  his  excellency's  repeated  re- 
commendations. Fort  St.  Frederick,  at  Crown  Point,  was 
at  that  period  ganisoned  with  sufficient  strength  to  enable 
its  commander,  Mr.  Vaudreuil,  to  send  out  strong  detach- 
ments to  annoy  the  English  settlements  at  his  pleasure. 
One  of  these  had  fallen,  as  already  stated,  upon  the  Great 
meadow  settlement  in  Massachusetts ;  and  at  break  of  day,  on 
the  morning  of  November  seventeenth,  a  combined  force  of 
four  hundred  French  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  Indians^ 
invaded  the  fiourishing  settlement  of  Saratoga,  overcame 
the  garrison,  killed  and  took  nearly  the  entire  population 
prisoners,  and  laid  every  building  in  ashes,  excepting  a  new 
mill  standing  out  of  their  course.     The  affair  is  represent- 

^  Mrs.  Gnuit's  Memoirs  of  Madame  Schuyler. 
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caujt.  ed  as  having  been  "barbarous,"  in  the  only  contempor^ 
v-^^w  neons  written  account  of  it  which  I  have  been  able  to  find ; 
1746.  ^e  number  of  persons  killed,  however,  is  not  stated.^  But 
the  slaughter  must  have  been  considerable,  since  Governor 
Clinton,  in  a  speech  to  the  assembly  several  weeks  after- 
ward, says,  "many  of  our  people  were  murdered."  Among 
the  slain  was  the  brave  Captain  Schuyler,  a  brother  of  Co- 
lonel Phillip  Schuyler.  More  than  one  hundred  prisoners 
were  taken  away,  a  majority  of  whom  were  blacks, — slaves, 
it  is  presumed.  Thirty  families  were  sacrificed  in  the  mas- 
sacre ;  a  description  of  the  horrors  of  which  would  be  but 
a  repetition  of  the  story  of  Schenectady,  fifty-five  years  bo- 
fore.*  So  adroitly  had  the  enemy  concerted  their  plans, 
that  every  house  must  have  been  attacked  at  nearly  the 
same  instant  of  time.  One  family  only  escaped,  the  foot- 
steps of  whose  flight  were  lighted  by  the  conflagration. 

From  Saratoga  the  invaders  crossed  the  Hudson,  and 
swept  with  equal  desolation  the  village  of  Hoosic.  A  small 
fort  at  this  place,  commanded  by  CoL  Hawks,  made  a 
q>irited  defence,  but  was  compelled  to  Burrender.  These 
events  laid  the  settlements  naked  and  open  to  the  ravages 
of  the  enemy  down  to  the  very  gates  of  Albany,  spreading 
general  consternation  through  the  interior  of  the  province. 
The  inhabitants  in  the  settlements  most  exposed  rushed 
into  Albany  for  security;  and  the  males  of  that  city  capable 
of  bearing  arms,  were  obliged  to  go  upon  the  watch  in  the 
environs,  each  in  his  turn  every  other  night.' 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  these  unwelcome  tidings  in 
New  York,the  governor  transmitted  a  message  sumounciug 
the  fitcte  to  the  general  assembly,    written   under  the 

^Ms.  letter  ftrom  Robert  Sanders,  of  Albany,  to  **  Mr.  William  Jobneon, 
inereliaiit  at  Mount  Johnson,  "  in  which  the  writer  eajs :  In  obedienoe  to 
TOOT  request  I  shall  bear  in  mind  that  this  it  not  the  Saratoga  watering 
plaM  of  modem  days,  but  the  old  town  of  Saratoga  lyii^^  upon  the  margin 
of  the  Hudson  riTer,  rendered  yet  more  famous  in  history  by  the  surrender 
of  General  Bnrgoyne  upon  its  plains  in  1777. 

>  Donlop's  History  of  New  York. 

*  Sanders's  letter. 
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Strong  excitement  of  the  moment,  and  upbraiding  that  chaf. 
body  for  its  difinregard  of  those  measures  of  defence  which  wy^ 
had  so  frequently  been  urged  upon  its  consideration.  ^^^ 
"  The  like  was  never  known,' '^  he  said,  "  that  one  part  of  a 
government  should  be  left  to  be  butchered  by  the  enemy, 
without  assistance  from  the  other."  The  high  road  from 
Crown  Point  to  Albany,  was  now  open  to  the  enemy,  and 
he  again  called  upon  the  assembly  for  means  to  enable  him 
to  erect  a  proper  fort  at  the  carrying-place,  and  such  other 
defences  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  set- 
tlements in  the  neighborhood  of  the  places  that  had  been 
destroyed.  Further  provision  was  also  demanded  for  the 
Indian  service,  the  exigence  having  now  occurred  which 
would  authorize  the  governor  to  call  the  Six  If  ations  forth- 
with into  the  service.  Supplies  were  moreover  indispens- 
able for  subsisting  the  troops  and  militia  from  the  city, 
and  the  lower  counties  which  must  be  detailed  to  the  north 
for  its  protection.  The  sharp  tone  of  the  message  gave 
offence.  And  yet  it  was  very  natural  that  the  governor, 
who  certainly  was  chargeable  with  no  neglect  of  duly  him* 
sel^  should  speak  to  t^ose  who  were,  in  terms  of  earnest- 
ness, if  not  of  reproof.* 

Suppressing  their  resentment  at  the  governor's  tartness, 
for  the  moment,  however,  the  assembly  declared  its  readi* 
ness  at  all  times,  ^^  to  concur,  cheerfully,  in  eveiy  reasonable 
measure  for  the  honor  of  his  majesty,  and  for  the  welfiure 
and  security  of  this  colony ;  for  the  assistance,  also,  of  our 
neighbors,  uid  for  any  well-concerted  plan,  consistent  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  colony,  for  distressing  and  har- 
rassing  the  enemy."  As  an  earnest  of  their  sincerity  in 
this  declaration,  bills  were  passed  making  liberal  appropri- 
ations for  the  service,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  for 
building  the  ofb-recommended  foartress  at  the  carrying-place, 

^  It  if  asserted  by  Smidi,  that  the  goremor's  irritation  with  the  assembly 
had  been  ezeited  a  few  days  before  the  reeeipt  of  the  newt  from  Saratoga^ 
by  its  proceedings  in  the  oase  of  the  contested  eleotioa  of  Bdward  QoOand, 
to  which  transaction  I  shall  hare  ooo^on  again  to  •dTtfi. 
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CHAP,  ^ni  for  rebuilding  the  fort  at  Saratoga.  A  resolution  was 
wyw  also  adopted  authorizing  bounties  to  be  given  for  scalps, 
1745.  taken  either  by  white  men  or  Indians,  provided  that  that 
barbarous  mode  of  warfare  should  be  resorted  to  in  the 
first  instance  by  the  enemy.  Having  done  thus  much  for 
the  military  service,  and  passed  the  4innual  salary  and  sup- 
ply bills,  the  assembly  adjourned  over  jfrom  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  November  to  the  seventeenth  of  December, 
"  then  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Rear  Admiral  Warren,  in 
Greenwich."^ 

Early  in  December  an  important  letter  was  laid  before 
the  privy  council  from  Colonel  Philip  Schuyl^,  requesting 
the  governor  to  s6nd  up  three  hundred  men  from  the 
militia  of  the  lower  counties  for  the  defence  of  Albany 
and  Schenectady,  and  also  asking  for  the  immediate  re- 
building of  the  fort  at  Saratoga  where  his  brother  had 
been  slain.  These  requests  had  been  in  part  anticipated 
by  the  governor,  the  two  companies  of  independent  fu- 
sileers  stationed  in  New  York  having  been  ordered  upon 
that  service,  who  were  then  on  their  way.  Tet,  notwith- 
standing the  pressing  nature  of  the  emergency,  the  re- 
moval of  these  troops  from  the  metropolis  caused  dissatis- 
jbction,  and  the  local  militia  re^ed  to  perform  duty  as 
aentinels  at  the  governor's  residence,  or  at  any  other 
place  save  within  the  walls  of  the  fort.  Conceiving  this 
conduct  a  high  personal  indignity,  the  attention  of  the 
executive  council  was  called  to  the  subject,  by  whom  an 
order  was  passed  directing  that  the  refractory  conscripts 
should  be  compelled  to  perform  the  duty  required.*  In 
addition  to  the  ftisileers,  a  competent  number  of  the  mili- 
tia were  drafted  for  the  frontier  service,,  which  was  not 
very  desirable  to  the  yeomanry  of  the  counties,  espe- 
cially in  winter ;  and  a  spirit  of  insubordination  among 

^  See  Journals  of  the  colonial  assembly.  The  preTalence  of  the  small- 
l^v  in  the  city,— the  simple  antidote  to  that  terrible  disease  of  Dr.  Jenner 
aol  hETin^^been  disoovered  until  nearly  half  a-century  afterward — rendering 
thPB  change  expedient 

s  Manusoript  jowmals  of  the  exeootfrtf  eonnoil. 


LIFB  OF  sua,  WILLIAM  ^OHKaON,   BA|tT.  177 

them,  manifested'  in  several  reqiects^  but  particularly  ilL'^^- 
their  refusal  to  aid  in  building  the  fort  iit  S4rat0gi^  gave  Vvr:' 
Colonel  Schuyler  no  small  amount,  of  trouble.'    -There    ^ 
was  pitobably  cause  for  dissatis&otioa  amoi^g  thesa  levies, 
to  some  extent,  arising  not  only  '{^m  an.  iU-suppliod  com- 
missariat, and  th^  consequent  absence,  fii  many  things 
necessary  for  their  eomlbrt  in  a  ri^rous  Winter  climatie,  but 
also.from  thb  want  of  a  hospital  for  the  sick;  .there  being 
none  at  Albafay.    STevdrtheless  tho  wprk    at;  Sar&to]^a 
went  slowly  forward,  by'  suph  aBsistance  as  could  be  ob« 
taipjB^  frbica.  the  people  in  that  part  of  the  cbuntiy,  covered 
by  patrols  of  a  few  militia  and  about  forty  IndiiEibs  upon 
^om  Schuyler  had  pre\railed  to  epgage  in  that  Bervice. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  tihie  winter  set  in  gloomily.  '  The  '  . 
entire  frontier  of  If^w  ,England  and  Nefw  York  wa6  ex- 
posed ^  to  the  incufsionB  of  an  agile,  and  subtle  «nei»y^ 
certain  to  strike  if  opportunity  presented,  and  y^  equally 
•certain  to'  conceal  l^e  point  of  attack  until  the  fall  of  the 
blow.  Oil  the  'eleventh  of  December,  Mr.  Low,  governor  of 
Connecticut,  wrote  to  Mr.  CKnton  that  a  force  of  six  hund-. 
red .  Frenchmen  tmd  Indians  wag  •  inyesting  gtockjixridge, 
against  whom  hd  had.  ordered  a  force  to  n^arcl^  witji.  f^U. 
possible  alacrity.  Several  months  pifevipiuily^  t^e  gov^ 
hor  of  Oeorgia  had  written  thajb  he  had.  been  a4^J^ 
through' th$  Chibkasaws.of  a  gidneral  movemQut  agaiiii^t 
the  northern  colonies^  by  the -Indians  as  remote  even  as  tlfP 
Misttssippi. valley,  a^tiQg  in  alliance  wittrthoff^e-jopon  thpe 
grtat  lak^Sf^-^l  of  whom  fiLadl  bee&  U^sti^ted  agaiASt  the 
English'  by  the  Frenoh  governor.^t  Kew  OrleawL  Tim 
Fomor  was  now  received  through  a  different  ch^ii^el,  wit^ 
tiie  additional  atatement  that^  these  distant  Indianiswere  to 
jioia  tlie  Fori^nch  from  Canada,  and  strike  froja  the  west^ 
ward  upon  thB  settlements  of  Oirst^ge,  Ulster,  and  Albany 

counties^-*— especially  upon  the  towns  of  Esopus  and  Mini- 

'  -  •  ■  .1  . , 

1  Mmnusoript  jQunudfl'  of  ezeooiUue  oouboU,  fi^rtwpmidmW'  of  Colflifl 

*ti«Uer  (torn  a  surgeoj)  to  the  ex^jrattf «  eonnoil.   '''    • 

28. 
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cBA^l  ttiiik)---4md  alao  upon  Ijtie  fr^^tiers  of  IS^^w.  J^ey.^d 
wv-^P^QiiBylvaiiia ;  while  certain  suspicioua  movements  among 
^^^  the  clans  of  Indians  yet  remaining  in  Orapge  and  Ulster, 
who  h^  withdrawn  themselves  suddenly  from  their  hunt- 
uig'^gi'ounda,  served  to  strengthen  the  apprehension.  But 
ih'regard  to  these  latter  c^ans^  the  alarm  was  allayed  in  a 
i^ort  time  Ify  a  0ottimnnication  from  Colonel  DeEIay,  of 
Orange,  who  ha4  induced  them  to  come  back  and  renew 
the  chftin  of  tl^eir  covenant.  The  <$olonel  was  actuaily 
bound  .to  some  of  their  chieft  by  a  chain,  for  an  hour  or 
more,  at  th<$ir  request,  as  an  evidence  that  the  two  peo* 
ples.^ere  ^LSt  bound  to  each  other.^ 

Meantime  the  general  assembly  met  again  on  the  seven- 
teenth of  December,  th^  session  being  opened  by  a -speech, 
short  and  to  the  purpose.  A^r  a  bi^ief  statement  of  the 
measures  hehftd  adopted  for  the  pubUc  defence  during  the 
.recess,  and  asking  for  such  an  appropriation  as  would.enable 
him  to  build  a  fort  of  stpne,  <^  large  and  strong,"  at  the 
locality  so  often  designated  north  of  Albany,  to  guard  the 
<ia]T^ng^place  between  the  Hud^on  river  and  Lake 
*  ChampTain,'  the  governor  again-  urged  the  adoption  k^ 
Buclv  measures  as  wduld.  enable  hhn  to  form  a  unioli  foo: 
fhe  more  efficient  prosecution  of  the  war  with  ihe  other 
colonies,  a  proposition  which  had  again  beeA  pressed  uppn 
his  consideration  by  the*  government  of-  Massachusetts. 
Borne  action  of  this  kind  had'become  the  more  necessary, 
inasmuch  as  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  French 
were  organizing  a  powerful  force  m  Canada^  with  the  de- 
sign  of  pen^lrating  into  the  heart  of  New  Yotfk*-  Among 
tlxe  documents  communicated  with  the  speech,*  was  a  let- 
ter from  Doctor  Oolden,  dated  at  Oolddnhlun,'in  tiie 
oonniy  of  Orange,  stating  that  the  French  had  now  a 
considerable  party  among  the'Sb:  Nations,  industriously 
engaged  in  isowing  the.  seeds  -  of  -  disaffection,  and  in 
promoting   their  own   interests.     Certain  it  was, .  that 

.   ^MsnusoriptjourRslB^f  theexecatifetfooiioil. 
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by  meatid  of  some  adverse  iaflaence,  the  Confedjarates  obaf.. 
were  again  occupying  a  doubtftd  position.    This  appears  s.^ 
from- the  fact,  that  immediately  after  the  disaster  at  Sara:  ^^^ 
toga,  the  governor  had  directed  the  Indian  commission* 
ers  at  Albany,  to  send  an  interp'reter  into,  the  Iroquois 
country,  "requiring  of  them  a  compliance  with  tjieir  en- 
gagements in  such  a  contingency,  made-at  the  treaty.-    The. 

^  order  for  them,  to  "draw, the  hatchet  from  tlieir  bosoms^'' 
and  proceed  immediately  against  the  enemy,  was  peremp- 
toiy.  But  the  chiefe  refused  a  compliance- with  the  man*. 
dMe ;  and  the  commissioners,  in  announcing  the  result  xX 
the  msssion,-  suggested  the  calling  of  another  xsounial 
larger  th^ci  the  former,  at  which  they  ^thought  it  would  be> 
necessary  to  ^end-  the  Indians  off  upoji  some  expedition 
before  they  should  return  #d  their  <^a8t^s.^  This  imex^' 
pected  information  was  announced  to  the  general  assesif  ^ 
bly  by  .a  q)ecial  message ;  and  the  dispatch  from^tlM 
commissioners  was  referred  to  ^  coimnlttee  of  the  exeiba- 
tive  council  for  consMeration.  :* 

But  notwithstanding  the- irrit8rt;ion  wHch  the  £uthlefl|h 
ness  of  thd  Indians  was  so  well  calculated  to  produce,  Mici> 
Horsmanden,  ehainnan  of  the  commibtee  of  refereoce^. 
made  an  able  anch  huioaane  report^  going  so  iQir  in  ecct6iiii<> 
ation  of  their  condr^ct  as  almost  to  justify  their  sullen  xer: 
fosal  to  enter  into  the  war.  It  wto  oohsid^^d  that  they 
Were'  a  scattered  people^  and  their  cantons .  renaota 
from  each  other;  and  whatever  other  plausible  pretexfi) 

^  thc^  might '  tiiemselveils  assign  for  their  conduct, :  it  could 
not  be  doubted  that  they  were  under  terrible .  apprehen- 
sions for  the  safety  of  their  own  wites  and  childj?en, 
should  &ey  engage  iir'the  contest^  since  in  the  absence  of 
th^ir  wiarriprs,  who  were  to  protect  their  own  country  ^m 
the  French  and  ihiir  Indians  ?  The  committee  there- 
fore  recommended^  that  forts  a^id  garrisons  should  be,  es- 
tablished in  the  country  of  the-  Confederates,  as  places^ of 
security  for  the  Ivomdn  and  children,  and  the  old  men,ia 

^  Mannaoript  jour&ftU  of  the  exeoatire  oofueil. 


ca^.  citse  of  invasion.'    This  meaeure  would  give  confidenoe  to 
%-^;^the  chiefb-;  and  the  'conrfnittee  therefore  recommended  a 
17i4.  coirespondeiice  with  the  other  colonies  upon  the  subject, 
with  *a  view*  of  olj^taining  assistance  in  the  erection  of  the 
work;^  proposed.^  . 

1746,  The  importance  of  an  alliance  with  lie  New  England 
colonies^  both  fdr  mutual  security,  and  for  offensive  and 
defensive  operation^  was  by  this 'time  becoming  ^more  olv 
viotis;  and  the  recomnofendations  df  the  goveimor  began 
now  to  be  received  with  greater  favor  by  the  assembly 
l£itti  previous  to  tiiis  threatened  Indian  defection.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  twenty*four€h  of  January  the  house  asked  of 
dte  ebuncil  its.  concurrence  in  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  x^omnuttee  upon  the  state  of  the  colony. 
Tbe  proposition  was  acceeded  to ;  and  tibie  result  of  their 
dMibeiiatiotis^  after  thdir  action  had  been  again  quickened 
b^  lui  L^dian^alami,  was  the^sanction,  in  the  spring,Nof  the 
pttCi^iK^  which  hod  been  bo  loiig  and  so  n^ueh  desired  by 
the  executive,  and  so  blindly  jreeisted  ^  by  the  xepresentar 
tiMrf  tdf  the  people.^  The  commissioneEa  appointed  to 
05ixfer  witii  those  £rom  New  Skigland,  were  JPhillp  Living- 
afeon^  Ihmiel  Hoirsmaiiden,  imd  Joseph  Murray,  of  the 
OMidS:;  'PhSLrp  Yert^laiiok  and  WilUam  Nicholl^  of  the 
artettJfMy*         ^ '   '  . 

'.'':AiiifiQprbv^  qiirit  of  liberality  was  likewise  evinced  aa 
to  aippiropriatiOBs  for  tlie>  pmblie  defence,  and  for  other 
1lMtt<die6  «f  the  service;  Yet  the  prooeedings  of  the  Ai^ 
Mnbly^  upon  some  of '  these  sAteasures  at  Iqast^  were  not 
charaeterisied  by  the  greatelat  harmony.  Tlxere  was  an  in* 
ifl^easitiig  hostility  in  the  lower  house  against  the  governor ; 
the  assembly  and  council  were  at  odds  upon  a  question  of 
picrllathentary  law,  involving,  indii^ctly,  the  royal  preroga- 

1  Ifiaiieoript  joumali  of  the  ex^oatlTe  oonnoil. 

*The  oominittee  on  the  pari  of  ike  oonnoil,  retom  vending  this  oonrfte,.  oon- 
•ItUift  of  Chief  Jasttee  n^Lsnofy,  Joeeph  Mnrragr,  Daiiiel  ^oramanden,  and 
Mm  Moore.  'On  the  piirt  of  the  h»ase>  the  oommitte^  aoniiefced  ^f  Mr. 
Clariuon,  Captain  Rioharde,  M%}or  Van  Home,  Mr.  Oruger,  Mr.  Verplonek, 
Colonel  Beekman,  Captain  LiiUigstoQ,  lui^d  Coi^paiei  Chambers. 
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tive,  BAd  finally,  the  ii^^embers  ^f  the  assembly  fell  into  char 
discreditable  feuds  amoli^  theiniselves  toncfaing  the  distn-v-.v-' 
bution  of  the  public  burdens -among  their  respective  couh-  ^'*** 
tie^.^  liie  mixed  ^^estion  c^  ps^liamentar}*  Iaw  and  pre-* 
regative,  acrose  on  a  disagreement  between  the  legislative 
council  and  the  assembly,  tipon  the  details  of  a  bill  au« 
thorizing  an  emissioil  of  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of 
teif  thousand  pounds.  Befoi'e  the  introduction  of  thebil]^ 
the  assembly  bad  inquired  of  the  governor- whether  he 
had  any  objection'  to  an  enusaion  of  -paper  money  to  meet 
Uie  exigencies  of  the  country ;  to  whjLch  questicm  the  prope;g 
answer  waa  given  by  Mr,  Clinton,  that  ^^  when  the-biU  cam.Q 
to  him  be  would  declare  his  opinion/'?  The  bill  was  there? 
fore  introduced  and  passed  by  the  assembly ;  butihe  coun« 
cil,  disapproving  of  certain  of  its  provisions,  requested  a. 
cdnfqrence.  The  a3sembly,  however,  declared  that  inays- 
much  as  it  was  a  money  bill,  they  would  consent  to  no  siicK  - 
course  upon  the  subject.  The  cpuncil  thereupon  summa- 
rily r^eoted  the  bill,  and  sent  up  an  addresj  io  the  govern- 
or, written  by  the  chief  justice,  DeLancey,  setting  forth 
their  reasons,  <  by  which  their  course  had  heen  governed* 
One  of  the  bbjectipipus  to  the  bill,  a9C0jrding  to  this  repre<- 
sentation,  was  found  in  the  fact,  ^^  that  the  money  proposed 
to  be  rabed  by  the  biU  was  pfii  gndated  to  his  majesty^  6r 
to  be  issued  by  warrants  in  cquncil,  as  it  ought  to  have  * 
been,  and  as  has  usual^  been  done."  This  objection  in- 
volved the  old  question  of  the  royal  prerogatiye-^nothing 
more.  On- the  sulgect  of  the  right  claimed  by  the  assem- 
bly of  ^Kcl^isite  power  oyer  the  details  of  money  bills,  the 
address  fwserted  "  the  equal  right  of  the  council  to  exercise 
their  judgments  upon  these  bills.**  Various  other  ob- 
^  jections  of  detail  were  suggested  ;  but  the  Iwo'  points  spe* 
cified  abovcy  were  the  only  groijinds  of  principle  upon  which 
the  council  relied  in  Justification  of  its  course.  Tet  the 
unreasonableness  of  the  assumption  of  th&  hou^e,  that  Iher 
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GB^F.  council^sliould  not  be  allow^  eveuto  point  out  and  rectifjr 
s-v^the  defects  of  anything  wljich  they  chose  to  call  aouoney 
^^*^-  bill,  was  argued  at  considerable  length,' 

Just  at  this  point  of  collision,  the  n^Il  pon^  which  Jiad. 
<}riyen  the  assembly  from  the  city,  appeared  in  Greenwich^, 
producing  a  panic  that  for^everal  days  entirely  arrested 
tijie  coursfif  of  business-  The  Assembly  prayed,  for  a  recess 
from  theniAth^of  March  to  the  twelfth  of  April,  and  also 
for  leave  to  adjourn  theirdittings  to  some  other  place.  Ja- 
maica and  Brooklyn  were  suggested ;  but  in  the  opinion 
of  the  governor  the  demands. of  the  public  service  forbade 
so  long  an  mterr^gn'unir,  and  he  therefore  directed  their  ad- 
journment for  a  week,,  then,  to  meet  in  th6  borough  of 
'Vfestch^ster.  They  cbnveried  there  accordingly ;  but  tlie 
uftjonvenience  of  the  locality  was  such  that  the  ^members 
bagged  permission  to  adjounr,  crveh  back  to  the  infected 
city  again,  rather  than  remain  Where  they  were.  In  the 
end  the  governor  directed  them  to  adjourn  to  Brooklyn^  at 
which  place  th^  transaction  of  btislness  was  resunled  on 
tlie  twentieth  of  Mkrch,'  on  whid:^  day  an  address  to  the 
governor  Vas  ordered  to  be  prepared,  in  loiswer  to  that  of 
ihe "council  respecting  the  rejection  of  the'  before  tnentioned 
revifenue  bill.  .         .    .     ^ 

"  Whether  such  an  address  Was  prepared  or  not,  the  jout- 
]hals  of  the  assembly  ufford  no  information ;  but  the  bill 
appears  to  have  died  between  the  two  houses.  Still,  the 
dangers  and  necessities  pf  the  country  were  dlrchtw  to  for- 
bid inaction,  whatever  might  become  of  qu^ions  of  pre- 
rogative, or  of  legislative  etiquette.  Lfeiters  from  the  in- 
terior were  pouring  in  upon  the  gdvembr  and  council 
full  of  alarming  reports,  and  asking  for  assistance  at  va- 
]riQU8  points.  ^  Tlie  inhabitants  of  Kinderhook  and  Clave- 
.  rftck,  now  that  the  fort  at  Hoosic  "bad  been  destroyed,  and 
•  the  settlement  deserted,  petitioned  for  the  erection  of  a 
couple  of  block-houses  for  their  security';  targe  parties  of 

ii  ■  ■  *  rfiii  I.  III!  y     *     .   *   \     — 
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the  «tiemy  "K^'cre  trarersing  Ae'  conntay  about  Saratoga,  ^•^ 
the  garrison  of  which,  weak  anduhetffiy,  threatened  de-w^ 
.BerHoii;  parties  both  of  French  and  Indians  w0re  infecting  ^^^ 
the  envii-oAs  of  Albany  and  Schenectftdy,  destining  pro- 
perty, and  killfeg  a6d  scalpilig,  or  snatching  into  captivity 
such  orthe  inhabitants  as  ventured  beyonfl  the  walls ;  the 
emissaries  6f  thtf 'French,  of  whom  Oie  Jesuit  priest,  Jedn 
Coenr,  was  th^  leader,  weite  holding  ihe  Bix  NalSons  in 
chteck,  dnd  preventing  them  from  going  upon'the  war^fnatll^ 
while  ad^ees  were  received  £ron\  the  Oan^joharie  castle  \ 
that  the  governor  of  Cimada  had  invited  the  Confederates 
to  a  meeting  withhimuit  Onondaga,  which  invitation  had' 
been  accepted.^     The  settlements  in  the  interior,  not  ez^    . 
'  eepting  tiie  considerable' -towns  o^  Albany  and  Schenecta* 
dy,  were,  therefore,  in  a  state  Of  general  panic.    A'stron^^ 
prihcipte  than  that  of  prerogative^  if  not  than  that  of  po* 
litical  liberty,  demanded,  witii  irresistible  emphasis,,  some 
e^cient  actiim  from  the  legislature.    Before  the  close,  of 
the  session,  therefore,  another  revenue  bill,  originating  in 
a  spirit  of  comproiifiise,  -and  yet  making  no  essential  coor 
cession  on  t^e  part  of  tiie. representatives  of  the  people, 
was  pa^aed  by  both  houses,  and  received  the  signature  of 
the  governor^  • ;  ■      . 

.  This  bill  provided  for  raising  a  ifupply  of  thirteen  thbit" 
sand  pounds,,  by  artast  on  estates,. real  and  personal,  and£[>r 
emitting  bills  of  credit  to  the  same  amount  for  the  public 


^Mi>»^WiWi^— ^M»*1^— ^»iJLi^i^^1^1>— — i^— —        I  ■     i»^— ^— «M 
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1  Ils.*jaaraal8  And  oorre^p^denoe  of  the  exe<mtiTA  council.  JUaong.  tbe 
letters  written  about  this  timi)  was  ons^from  the  Julian  comniiissioners  statin^^ 
tBat ^certain  persons  for  a  suUablb  compensation  were  Willing  to  undertake 
to  bring  Jean  C<tour  ftrem  tie  Semeoa  country  to  AlbanjF.  ^he  eommissioii- 
ers  tbougbt  it  to  important  object,  built  seems  not  to  haTc-been  acted  upon. 
A  letter  Was  also  received  front  Arent  eterensy^*  landholder  residing  at  the 
Canajoliarie  castle,  annenneinf^  that^fae  Cangbiiawaga  Eadiaiw  had  sent  « 
belt  from  Canada,  desiring  to  come  back  tb  resida  iii' their  natWe  Talley^ 
On  the  same  day  a  cdnmiinication  wasrecelred  frAm  John  Henry  Ljrdiol, 
who  had  an  Intimate  knowledge-  of  the  Oaughnawagas,  proposing  a  seheita^ 
for  pertwyidkis  them  to  tl«  itene  caurse.  Bat  theve  anggestions  came  -te 
aothiftf.  i  . 
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c^.  aervice,  and  oreatmg  a  iinkmg  fund  for  their  red^ption.^ 
s.pv^  But  though  the  biU  .was.  passed  by  the  council  -  without 
irW.  ajaenduient,  it  did  ^ot  get  thrpugh  wholly  without  oppo- 
fsition.  Ghief 'Ju^tice  DeLaacey,  u^u^jr  amoug.tlie  most 
BtreQuous  suppoiliers  of  the.  prerogatives  of  the'  crown,  it 
ifip  true,  yielded  his  hostility  to  the  popular  demand  j  but 
Mr.  Kujbherford  recorded  his  protest  upon  the  journals  of- 
the  council  at  length.  His  objections  wete  nxanifold  as  to 
the  details. of  th$  bill,  but  the. objection  'm  chi^  was  one 
Tof  principle.  The  bill,  he  contended,  proposed  a  Joaethod 
of  raising^a  revenue  which  should^  be  resorted  .to  <mly-  in 
case  of  extreme  necessity ;  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
raised,  was  to  be  applied  wholly  to  the  object  det  forth  in 
the  bill ;— 4;he  points  of  defence  designated  would  be  en* 
tirely  insufficient  fcr  the  j)rotection  of  Albany^- county ; — 
but  above,  and  piore  than  aU,  the  Assembly  had  ia  th^  bill 
encroached  upon  ih^  royal  prery^gative  by  nominating  offi- 
cers to  receive  and  api^y  the  mon^  to  be  raised^  And  by 
desi^ating  the  ^tes  of  the  defS^ices  to  "be  constructed,--* 
dutics.properiy  belonging  to  the  commander-iurchief, 

-  On  the  other  hand,  the  mi^oriiy  of  the  council  caused 
tio  be  enter^  upon  the  journals^  the  reasons  which  impelled 
them  to  vote  for  the  bill.  These  were,  in  chie^  the.  exi- 
•giencies  of  the  country  at  large,  and  espedally  the  perilous 
eondition  of  the  frQntier,^-*^he  enemy  having  appeared  in 
the  environs  both  of  Albany  and  Boheneetady,  whBre  seve- 
ral bloody  outrages  had  been  committed.  In  unswer  to 
Mr.  Rtttherfotd's  biyection8»  touching  the; prerogative,  the 
Xn^ority  of  the  council  said  that  the  provisions  objected  to 
•had  been  inserted,  aind  the  officers  designated  in  the  bill 

■  ■■[■■■it  •  »  m  ^  ,  ,  m,  »■■■  .  ,y  II, 
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^fhe  BDnuU  Uz  bj  which  it  wm  proposed  "th^t  Uie  b^l■  shovld  be  re- 
•dettmed  in  three  yean,  ftmoshted  to  th«  enin^  ^4,881.  lOf.  8d  The  «p- 
•  I^oriioBmeni  wtM  as  foUoyrs.r^-New.Tork  jU,.444  Ai,  lid.  9-*Alb»iijr,  X622. 
JU  ej  ;-.BiDg8,  £25«.  ISt.  0f^;--qiieen8,^487*  ih*  ^i.^'^^vff(^,  M9^,  fit. 
M ;— ^ohmonO.  ^191.  0*.  8ii4  i^-WestchMl^^^  4^'MO.  14^  SJ^^  ;r-»UUtMr, 
^98.  16r.  9jh^;-.M>Jcingep  XlM.  8f.  1P)<< ;r-J)sUlKjM8,  ^190..;iM*li<';^Xo- 
tU,  Je4,881.  lOf,  8</. 
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naitied,  with  the  consent  of  the  governor.    It  will  he  at  cfa»: 
once  perceived  that  tins  arrangMient  ^th  tiie  exectitivo  v-^w 
was  ^  niere  suhterftige.    The  victoiy  WaA  with  the  repre-  *^**' 
sentatiyesof  the  people.    And  it  was  signal*;  deserving- of 
special  note  as  mrfrldng  the  prbgredd  of  the'g^eat  princd- 
ples  of  populajT  liberty.*  '  '"  "   '        *• 

The  general  iCsseinbly  had  japw  beeil  in  session,^  xvitSi  li 
very  few  brief  intermiseilons/ for  nearly  a  twelviiiiibnth,  and 
although  it  had  Aone  much,  yet  the'fi^aitB  of  it6  libori^  W€li4  ■  * ' 
not  altogether  satisfkctbly.  In  additidn  to  the  pkfi^ilge  df 
the  revetiiue  bill  a^  klrMyreTi'ear8e;d;a^kscItittoiiha^ 
adopted  directing  the  cbnstructidh  bf -iir  strong-  bl6feK^ 
houses,  three  of  this'iifniaibfei-  to^be'pitoftM' bef^ 
south-west  frontier  garrison  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  post 
at  Saratoga ;  and  the  other  three  between  Saratoga  and 
Fort  William  in  the  upper  Mohawk  country.  The  appro- 
priation for  these  objects,  however,  had  been  diverted  from 
the  greater  and  more  essential  projects  of  a  substantial 
fortress  at  the  carrying-place, — orders  for  the  construction  ^ 
of  which  had  been  given  by  the  governor  early  in  the 
preceding  winter,  and  without  which  there  could  be  no  se- 
curity against  invasions  from  Crown  Point  at  the  pleasure 
of  its  commander.  One  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  were 
voted  for  repairing  the  works  ^t  Oswego  ;  three  thousand 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds  were  directed  to  be 
raised  by  lottery,  to  be  applied  to  the  defences  of  the  city 
and  harbor  of  New  York ; — the  fort  at  Schenectady  was 
directed  to  be  repaired ; — a  corps  of  rangers  were  to  be  or-, 
ganized  for  the  protection  of  the  western  lines  of  Ulster 
and  Orange  counties ; — ^the  militia  laws  were  amended  with 
a  view  to  their  greater  vigor,  in  confonnity  with  the  wishes 
of  the  governor; — ^and  the  resolution  of  the  preceding 
session,  offering  a  bounty  upon  scalps,  was  enacted  into  a 
law.  But  although  the  fortress  of  Louisburg  was  threat- 
ened with  a  formidable  attack  from  France,  and  although 
Governor  Shirl^,   Sir  William  Pepperell,  and  Admiral 

^  8m  th«  proceedings  at  Imrge  in  the  jovraals  of  the  legifllatlTo  oonnoil. 
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OB^.  Warren  had  been  preseing  Mr.  Clintox)^  for  months  to  send 

^-^  forward  the  quota  of  reinforcements  which  ISTew  York  Ixad 

^fi^'  b^en  required  to  supply,  yet  the  assembly  peremptorily 

refused  a  compliance  with  the  demand,    They  would  not 

even  provide  a  convoy  to  guurd  a  trapsport  ship  then  in 

the  harbor  of  Kew  York,  destined  to  the  assistance  of  thflt 

gairison,  which  had  been  greatly  weakened  by  fever  and 

O&er  causes*    There  had  indeed  been  from  the  first  a  re- 

*  ]lictanoe  in  the  assembly  to  cooperate  with  the  Kew  Ebg- 

land  colonies  in  regard  to  the  conquest  of  Cape  Bretoti^ 

not  wholly  susceptible  of  explanation ;  but  for  their  present 

OQurse  at  l^ast  a  plausible  excuse  was  found  in  the  weak 

afid  exposed  condition  of  iiheir  own  colony. 


;    •-*■ 
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CHAPTBB  V. 
1746. 

The  period  ianow  approached  at  which  the  long^  ard;ii»^Baiiii. 
ous,  and^ixv.  maay.  respects  brilliant  public  career  of  Sif  ,.^ 
William  Johason  commenced.    During  the  stirring  scenes  1746. 
rehearsed  in  the  two  preceding  chapters,  Mr.  Johnson 
had  been  pushixig  hi8  fortunes  as  a  private  citizen,  with  a 
degree  of  discernment  and  energy  that  Inarked  him  as  no 

common  man.    His  removal  firom  the  south  to  the  north 

»  ■»  * 

side  of  the  Mohawk  river,  has .  i^keady  been  noted.    In 
tiie  year  1744  he  erected^  a  valuable  flouring  mill  upon  llie 
brisk  strefun  falling  into  the  Mohawk  about  two  rnile^ 
west  of  the  Chucktanunda  creek,  in. the  town  of  Amster^        ^ 
dam^ — ^w!^ere  he  also  built  an  elegant  stone  mansion  foe'  '  ', 

his  own  residence ;  conferring  upon  the  eet^ite  the  nanne  of  ^  V^ 

Mount  Johnson.  I^ot  only  thus  .early  had  he  become^ 
known  to  Governor  Clinton,  but  a  correspondence  was, 
shortly,  afterward  commenced  between  them  which  soon 
became  close  and  confidential;  and  their. acquaintance^ 
ultiifi^tely  ripened  into  the  relations  of  Mordial  iiitimai^.. 
It  is  very  probable  that  Johnson's  introduction  to  the  new 
govemoi:  ^t  so  eajrjiy  a  period  of  his  adnoiiiitgration,  was^  f 

effected  by  Mr.  Del^mcey,  the  chief  justice,  whose  ^Migh-  , 
ter  it  will  be  remembered  was  the  wife  of  Sir  Peter  Wa)> 
ren,  and  consequently  the  atrnt,  by  marriage,  of  the  J^jpjx^ 
adventurer.    Mr.  Clinton,  abpost  immediately,  on  comiajl 
to^  the  government,  had  resigned  hiniBelf  p.^T<4)r  %i. 
to  the  hands  of  the  chief  justice;^   and  that  ja yrfPTtf '  ^ 

jurisconsult,  would  scarce  be  slow  to  advance  the  fortonM 
of  a  family  connexion,  whose  talents,  sagacity,  and  enter- 


^^•m 
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CHAP,  prise  pointed  him  out  as  a  man  who  might  one  day  be  of 

wy^  importance  in  sustaining  his  own  interests.      Political 

^^^*  friendships,  however,   are  seldom  constant  or  enduring ; 

and  it  will  be  seen  hereafter  that  the  subsequent  relations 

— at  least  for  a  time — between  DeLancey  and  Johnson, 

form  no  exception  to  the  remark. 

During  the  years  1744  and  1745,  Mr.  Johnson's  atten- 
tion must  have  been  closely  applied  to  his  own  commer- 
■••'^'^dal  aflTaiHB,  abeAdy  widely  extended.  From  his  corre- 
^ondence  it  appears  that  he  was  in  both  th6se  years  often 
flipping  furs  to  London,  and  was  likewise  engaged  in  the 
floor  trade  with  th^  West  India  islimds, — ^making  ship- 
ments also  to  Cuitacoa  and  Halifax?  Still  his  time  was 
not  thus  exclusively  occupied,  since  it  appears  that  in  the 
month  of  April,  1745,  he  was  commissioned  one  of  his 
majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county'  of  Albany — 
being  the  first  official  appointment  conferred  upon  him.* 
He  was  moreover  beginning  to  participate  actively  in  the^ 
political  coticemfi  of  the  colony,  his  influence  being  put  in . 
i^equisitibn  in  the  autumn  of  the  last  mentioned  year,  to  aid 
m  ih6  return  of  his  friend  Mr.  Holland  to  the  general  as- 
8€»mbly  fbr  thft  township  of  Schenectady.  The  election 
of  this  gentleman  was'strongly  desired  by  the  governor, — 
a  reason  of  itdelf  sufficient  to  enlist  the  exertions  of 
Johnson.  Holland  was  returned ;  but  in  order  to  Annoy 
the  gdYemoTy  the  assembly,  tipon  a  flimsy  pretext,  insuffi- 
dent  in  law,  and  in  every  other  respect  entirely  indefensi- 
ble, excluded  Mm  from  his  seat,  as  has  been  mentioned  in 
a  note  npon  a  preceding  page.  Justjiy  indignimt  at  this 
uigustiflable  procedure  toward  his  favorite,  Mr.  Clinton 
manifested  his  feelings  by  the  acrimony  of  his  message 
terminating  the  session.  The  injection  of  Mr.  Holland 
,  iHM  ntv^di^eless  the  making  of  his  political  fortunes,  in- 
anxmch  as  it  procured  for  him  the  mayoralty  of  the  city 
of  New  York  and  a  seat  at  the  council  board. 

'  ^PrtTftie  oorrespondenoe  in  manasorlpt. 
'MnoBeript  Ittt^  of  £dw»rd  Holland  tnolMing  Uie-oommiaaioa. 
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As  I  h^ve  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  date  of  M!r.  cu«. 
Johnson's  marriage,  so  likewise  have  I  found  it  impossible  ^«v^ 
to  ascertain  the  time  of  his  wife's  decease.  It  has  always  ^ '^*^- 
been  onderstood  that  she  died  young ;  but  a  few  ye^rs  af- 
ter their  union;  and  before  her  husband  had  acquired 
Either  civil  or  military  renown  $  yet  not  until  after  she  had 
giyen  birth  to  a  son, — afterward  Sir  John  Johnson, — and 
to  two  daughters, — ^Mary  and  Kancy.  Bat  idthough  the 
exact  time  of  her  death  oannot  be  determined,  there  is*, 
reason  to  believe  that  it  took  place  at  least  as  early  as'tiie 
.sunmier  of  1746.  It  has  already  been  noted,  more  than 
once,  that  it  was  Mr.  John^n'e  policy  to  cultivate  an  ift*^ 
timate  acquaintani^e  with  the  Indians.  Being  largely-  ear. 
gaged  in  commerce  with  them,  his  fiEtdlities  to  that  end 
were  great ;  and  no  white  man  perl^ps,  ever  succeded  in 
more  entirely  winning  their  confidence.  He  mingled: 
with  them  freely ;  joined  in  their  sports  ;•  and  at  pleasure 
assumed  both  their  costumes  and  their  manners,  and  cast ' 
them  aside,  as  circumstances  might  require.  He  was  «on« 
sequetatly  fetst  gaining  an  *  a9oendency  over  them  upon 
which  the  French  looked  with  exoeeding  jealousy.  It  be- 
came  therefore  an  object  with  the  latter  either  to  cut^  or  to 
take  him  off— an  object  whidi  it  will  presently  appear  waff 
seriously  meditated  in  the  autumn  of  1745.  Among  the 
private  letters  of  Mr.  Johnson  escaping  the  ravages*  of 
time-  and  chancer,  is  one  front  'Mr.  James*  Wilson,'  of 
Albany,  addressed  to  ^  William  Johnson  Enquire,"  and 
dated  "November  26th,  1745,"  from  which  the  following 
passage  is  extracted  ;-^"  Mother  desires  you  to  come  down 
and  live  here  this  winter,  ilntil  these  troublesome  timee 
ard^  a  Kttle  over.  They  hlf^e  kept  a  room  on  purpose  ftwr 
you,  and  they  beg  that  you  will  send  down  the  best  of 
your  things  directly.  There  is  roomi  enotfgh  for  your 
servants,  if  you  will  bring  them  down.  I  would  not  have 
you  stay  at  your  own  house,  for  the  French  have  told  our 
Indians  that  thej*  "iWll  have  you  dead  or  alive,  beQause^bti 
are  a  relatioh  of  Oaptatin  Warren^  th^ir  great  adverstoyi 
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otM.  Therefore  I  heg  you  will  not  be  too  reAolute  and  stay.  If 
wy,-^you  will  not  come  yourself,  I  beg  you  wilt  send  your 
I74e.  books  and  papers,  and  the  best  of  your  things."  The  en-^ 
tire  silence  of  this  letter  in  regard  to  Mrs.  Johnson,  and 
liie  appropriation  of  only  a  single  room  for  his  occupancy, 
induces  the  supposition  that  she  must  have  died  previous 
to  tiie  time-  when  it  was  <  written.  Still  this  conclusion  is 
merely  coigectural ;  and  to  say  the  truth,  but  little  can  be 
ascertained  respecting  Mr.  Johnsop's  domestic  relations 
for  several  years  of  this  portion  of  his  Ufe.  < 

Besuming  then,  the  course  of  publio  events :  The  views 
of  Governor  Shirley  were  comprehensive,  and  in  planning 
the  expedition  against  Cape  Br^^on,  they  had  by  no  means 
been  confined  to  the  reduction  of  that  island.  His  design 
comprehended  nothing  short  of  another  eifort  for  the  entire 
subjugation  of  Canada, — an  object  that  had  several  times 
been  attempted,  but  always  without  s«tecess«  The  conquest 
of  Louisburg  by  the  provincials,  aided  by  the  fleet,  af- 
forded stirong  encouragement  for  attempting  the  larger 
enterprise.  With  this  great  design  up^rmost  in  his  mind, 
Shirley  made  a  visit  to  Louisburg  aftev  its  &U,  to  cpnfer 
upon  the  project  with  Pepperell  and  Warreur  Iix  the  flush 
of  their  late  brilliant  success,  his  views  were,  warmly  second- 
ed hj  those  officers ;  and  such  representations  were  made 
to  the  ministers  at  home  as  previoLed  upon  them  to  iapprovo 
the  undeirtaking.  A  circular  was  accordingly  issued  by  the 
duke  of  JEfewcastle,  on  the  ninth  of  April,  1746,  directed 
to  tiie  governorsof  all  the  British  American  colonies, 
south  to  Yii;ginia  inclusive,  requiring  them  to  raise  as  mauy 
men  as  they  could  spare,  and  form  tiien^-into  companies  of 
one  hundred  each,  to  be  in  readiness  for  taking  the  field. 
The  design  was  to  atta,pk  the  enemy's  territory  simultaue- 
ously  firom  two  directions.  The  New  England  troops,  to 
be  first  in  motion,  were  to  proceed  to  Xipuisburg,  there  to 
be  joined  by  a  squadron  of  ships  of  war  with  a  large  body 
of  land  forces  from  England.  These  combined  forces  were 
flien  to  proceed  south  and  ascendthe  St  Jjawrence  agauist 
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Quebec ;  while  the  provincial  troops  of  New  York  and  the  cw. 
other  colonies  upon  which  the  requisition  had  been  made,  v-v^ 
together  with  the  Iroquois  Indians,  provided  they  could  be  ^^*^ 
brought  heartily  into  the  service,  after  being  concentrated 
at  Albany,'  were  to  make  a  descent  upon  Crown  Point  and 
Montr^.  The  expedition  from  Lomsburg  was  to  be  com-^ ' 
manded  by  General  Sir  John  St  Clair,  acting  in  conjunction 
with  Sir  Filter  Warren  and  Governor  Shirieyr  The  conn 
mand  of  the  other  division  was  <;ommitted  to  Brigadier 
General  Gobch,  the  lientenant-govemdr  of  Virginia,  who» 
six  years  before,  had  signalixed  Mmseff  in  the  unsuccesfr' 
fieil  expedition  against  Carthagena.  Sir  William  Pepperell 
and  Sir  Peter  Warren  both  visited  Boston  early  in  the 
spring,  to  confer  jointly  with  Shirley  upon  the  business  of 
the  enterprise;^' but' Warreb  wal^  shortly  ordered  home, 
where,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  July  he  was  advanced  to 
iha  rank  of  rear  admiral  of  the  wMte*'  His  succeseor  in 
the  command  of  the  American  squadron,  was  Commodore 
Enowles.  But  this  officer  proposed  remaining  at  Louis* 
burg,  BO  that  all  the  pi^aratory  ahrangements  devolved 
upon  Shirley.' 

The  project  of  this  formidable  enterprise  hiad  been  com* 
munios^ed  to  the  govenmient  of  New  York  by  Mr.  Shiriey, 
as  early  its  the  second  week  in  January^  and!  ^Wba  received 
with  high  £Eivor.^  The  general  assembly  met  again  on  the 
third  day  of  June^  in  Bxooklyn,  being  deterred  ftomsltttisg 
in  the  city  by  the  smalLpox.^  A  message  from  the  govemoi 
informedthem  that  during  thereceas  such  had  been  the 
alarming  state  of  affidrs  attho  nor&y  that  an  addxtioMl 
force  of  three  himdredmen  h^  been  drafted  from  the  aev* 
eral  countieB,  and  ordered  to  Albany  for  the  protectioa  of 


^BeUoiAp 

•BeUmap. 

«  Smith's  .Stf(ofy  Mjs  U  wm  approred  hj  the  genenl  tammlHj  <m  the 
twentj-iifUi  of  Febmmry,  for  wUoh  sUtemeat  the  Mithor  liad  the  anthMriCf 
of  a  m^siage  from  QoTernor  QUhtoii  of  Juno  dz )  boC  the  legMstHe  Ji 
nals  do  not  fustaia  the  siiertioo:  "     ^ 
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^^  the  frontier.  The  exigency,  had  ftilly  warranted  such  an 
w,,^  exercise  of  diBcretiooary  power  on  the  part  of  the  govem- 
1716  Qj4  •  fQ,.  j^Q  records  of  the  privy  council  disclose  the  fact 
that  the  most  urgent  letters  for  assistancehadbeen  received 
from  the  Indian  commissioners  at  Albany,  in  consequence 
of  ilie  murders  and  scalj^ings  perpetrated  in  that  n'eighborr 
hood ;  and  on  the  very  day  when  the  legislature  reassem* 
bled,  an  account  was  transmitted  from  the  commissioners 
of  a  skirmish  between  some  of  tbe  iiC(rthe«*n  sejbtlers  and  a 
pajrty  of  French  and  Indiaiis,  in  which  one  of  the  latter  was 
killed.  The,assembly  readily  voted  the  jCieoessaiy  supplies 
for  the  exigency,  increasing  the  amount  for  the  support  of 
two  hundred  levies  more  thbn  had  previously  been  called 
into  service,  thirty  of  whom.wete  to  be^tationed  in  Kin- 
derhook,  fmd  the  residue  between  Albany  and  Schenec^ 
tady.  Pifty  Indians  were  likejnseta  be.  employed  if  they 
could  be  rabed  for  the  better  security  of  the.la^tmeutioQed 
imm.  But  the  assistance  of  the  Indians  wail  doubtful, — : 
tkia  commissioners  having  ascertained  at  am  interview  with 
ievopal  of  thei^  chie&  that.  they,  were  reluctant  .to  any>bel'i 
Ugerent  action  until  after  a  grand  council  of  their  warriors 
eduld  be  held  at  Onondaga.^  .  -  ^ 

. '  On  the  sixth  day  of  June,  a  message- 'by  the  hand  of  Mr. 
Ooldsborow  Banyar,  who,  isxx\x  days  previously,  had  been 
appointed  deputy  secretary  to  the  colony,-  required  the 
presence  of  the  assembly  in  this  conncil-chsdnber,  where 
the  governor  announced  in  a  speec^'the  receipt  of  the  be-^ 
Ibbe-^mentioned  circular  from  the  jduke  of  Hewcastle^  and 
requested  the  co&p^ration.  of  the;  legislattire  in  aU  meiasures 
iieeessaty*  for.  a  prompt  and  efficiwt  pr6seqltioii  of  the  in- 
tended campaign.  An  outline .  of  the  plan  of.  .th^  intended 
double  invasion  of  the  French  possessions,  has  already  been 
given.  AllneedfrQ  information  was  imparted  to  the  as- 
sembly upon  the  subject,  and  a  long  letter  from^'th'e  duke 
of  Newcastle  was  also  laid  before  the  council,  stafeng  that 
(^ieueral  St  Clair  would  sail  from  England  wit^i  five  bat- 


^  Manaflor^t  reoords  of  the  council  board.  .  ^ 
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talliona  of  regulars^  who  were  to  be  joined  at  LouisbuJfg  <w*» 
by  two  regiments  more  from  Gibraltar,  and  urging  it  upon  v^v-<^ 
the  colony  of  New  York  not  only  to  put  forth  its  utmost  ^'^ 
strength  upon  the  occasion,  but  if  possible  to  obtain^  the 
active  cooperation  of  the  Indians.^  ,     j 

These  communications  were  received  in  the  best  possible 
spirit,  both'by  the  legislature  *and  the  people.  There  was 
indeed  universal  rejoicingat  the  prospect  of  speedily  crush- 
ing the  power  of  France'  in  America,-^it  being  evident  to 
all  that  there  cotild  be  no  permanent  repose  until  that  work 
should  be  accomplished.  In  the  council,  Mr.  Justice  Hojrs* 
manden  moved  the  address,  and  Mr.  ClarkBon  m  the  m« 
sembly,  both  of  which  breathed  a  dutiful  degree  of  loj^sltf  ^ 
and  a  loffly  spirit  df  patriotism.  Especially  did  the  a6sem« 
bly  pledgee  itself  I3iat  hearts  and  hands  should  be  employed 
in  the  great  work  proposed,  and  that  its  piooeedingt  shotlld 
be  conducted  with  such  unanimity  and  despatch  as  should 
attest  their  duty,  loyalty,  atid  gratitude  to  his  majesty4  A 
kindred  feeling  prevailed  in  every  direction,  both -with  the 
local  government,'  and  the  people.'  True  indeed,  thele^is-' 
lature  of  Massachusetts  had  in  the  outset  maidfested  ^me 
disinclination  to  participate  in  the  enterprise,  burdened  as 
she  was  with'the  debt  incurred  by  the  Xbuisburg  expedition 
not  yet  reimbursed  by  the  parent  •  gOveriiment  f  biit  the  ar^  * 
gulhents  of  Shirley,  strengthened  by  the  6u^b^akB  of  the 
Canadiaih  Indians  upon  their  frontiers,  overcame  their  1^ 
luctance,'a!nd  all  was  now  enthusiasm  among  the  peoj^le^ 
the  If  ew  England  colonies  directing  their  energies  toiratd 
the  eastern  division  of  the  expedition.  -  Governor  Haittfl- 
ton,  of  Kew  Jersey,  wr6te  on  the  second  of  July^  thim  that 
little  colony  had  voted  to  raise  :^e  hun<ired  mto  for'the 
enterprise,  ^d  a  eontributibn  of  two  thousand  pounds  lor 
the  military  chest.     Gheneral  Gooch.  wrote  from  Virginiai 

enclosing  a  biU  of  exchange  of  three  hundred  poinds,  with 
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^'  m&F.  directions  that  it  be  applied  to  the  purchase  <rfprese4ts  for 
•  «.,^«^  the  Indi^ns^^  .  "  ... 

IML  Mr.  Horsmanden,  from  a  committee  of  the  privy  coun- 
col,  appointed  to'  consider  and  report  as  to  the  best  measures 
to  be  adopted  in  furtherance  of  the  gre^t  enteiprise,  made 
aa-^laborate  report  on  the  thirteeath  of  June. .  The  active 
cooperation  of  the  Six  Nations  was  regarded  by  the  commit- 
tee afi  an  object  of  high  moment ;  to  secure  which  the  com- 
missioners at  Albany  were  adyised  to  dispatch  aji  interpret- 
er, with  two  assistants,  into  the  Indian  country,  to  dance  the 
war  dance  among  then^  by  way  of  rekindling  a  military  ^ 

•  '■    ■  ^  Bgint,  especially  with  the  young  warriors ;  and  also  to  in- 
^^        vttethe  chiefii  and  prominent  waxriors  of  the  entireconfede* 

•  V  ra^r^to  meet  the  governor  in  it  grand  council,  to  be  holdetx 
:y.  it  an  early  day  in  Albany.  Present^  were  likewise  recom- 
mended upouA  liberal  scale,  to  be  given,. not  as  compen- 
sation, but  as  incentives  to  action,^-the  Indians  always  fight^ 
ing  for  honor,  and  scouting  the  idea  of  ^oing  upon  the 
war-path  for  pay.*    . 

f'our  days  afterward,  the  house  of  aas^nibly  itsked  of  tlie 
coimcil  a  committee  of  conference  for  the  purpose  of  Joint 
deliberation  upon  the  condition  of  the  colony.  The  request 
was  (K^ded  to }  and  eyeiy  branch  of  the  govemment  miit- 
'*■'  cd  heart  and  hand  in  every  possible  measure  for  Advancing 
the  grand  design.'  An  Act  was  promptly  paased  the.  more 
effectusdly  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  provisions  and  war* 
like.stores.  In  order  to  the  descent  upon  Crown  Point  and 
Montreal^  a  fle^t  of  bateaux  was  essential  for  the  jnaviga- 
ligpL  of  L9kes  George  and  Champlain.  Stephen^  J^ayard  and 
Sdwaid  -  Holland,,  members  of  the  council,  iwere.  deputed 
ta  superintend  the  building  of  the  bateaux.  They  report- 
ed on  the  sixth  of  July  that  the  ship-buildeiB  had  all  refused 

^  Ma^nseript  oonnoU  minuUi.' 

•IbM.  '  .  - 

s  The  oommitiM  on  the  pari  of  tho  ooonoU  oo&iiaied  of  Chief  Juatiee  Do 

Luiooj,  and  Mesara.  Van  Courtlandt,  HoramAnden,  Idorraj,  and  More.    The 

«hief  JDaaiioe,  howeTor,  aeema  to  fanTo  aoied  no  Terj  effieieni  pari  during  ihe 

whole,  jettr* — for  reaaona  whidiirdl  appear  hereafter. 
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to  perform  the  work,  under  the  pretext  that  they  were  em-  ou^^ 
ployed  in  the  execution  of  prior  engagements.     This  con-^.^^  i 
duct  of  the  naval  architects  fbrmed  an  exception  .to  the  ^Vf^  ^^ 
general  di^osition  of  the  people ;  and  a  bill  was  forthwith    /. 
introduced,  and  expeditiously  passed  into  a  law,  authorizii^.  , . 
the  impressment  into  the  public  service,  of  all  ship  an4 
house^carpenters,  jcHnefs,  lawyers,  and  their  several  ser-. 
vants^  and  all  other  artificens  and  laborers  whose  assist^oe  > 

might  be  required  for  the  state,-  together  with  homes, 
wagons,  and  whatsoever  else  might  be  required  to  forward 
the  expedition.^  Resolutions  were  adopted  aUpwing  a 
bounty  of  six  pounditf  for  the  enlistment  of  each  able-bodqd  '>' 
man  into  the  king's  service,  over  and  above  his  pay  ;^j^. 
thousand  pounds  were,  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  pio« 
visions  for  the  colony's  levies ;  three  hundred  men  w^pe  by  ^  ^ 

law  directed  to  'be  detachBd  for  the  army  from  the  city  of 
Albany;  and  to  cover  the  expense  of  these  and  othco: 
appropriations  demanded  by  the  exigence^  a  taxoffoi^ 
thousand  pounds  wto  imposed  upon  the  real  and  persomU 
estlite  of  the  colony,  and  an  emission  of  billa  of  credit  au- 
thorized to  enable  the  government  to  anticipate  the  avails 
of  the  tax.  Indeed  the  general  assembly  hesitated  at  n<> 
appropriation  that  was  required,  save  for  the  Indiai^  service^ 
and  for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  military  stores.  In 
respect. to  the  latter^  they  refused  to  advance  nioney  to  the 
00*0 wn,  even  upon  loan,  preferring  to  raise  it  by  bill^  of  ex<^ 
chtoge,— >^  a  hint  which  Mr.  Gliuton  improved  greatly*  i6 
his  own  emolument."'  With  respect  to  the  Indian  service, 
they  conceived  that  inasmuch  as  the  grand  council  whidL  •.«' 
the  govemar  had  alr^y  sumihQiie^  at  Albany,  puTBtunt  .  > 
to  the,  recommendation  of  his  pnyy  council,  was  to  be  con- 
vened for  the.'common  benefit  of  all  the  exposed  colonies, 
they  ought  all  to  contribute  toward  the  heavy  expenses  to 
bQ  incurred,  not  in  presents  only,  l^ut  for  their  clothiag^ 
arms  and  subsistence.  ^  Toward  these  objects  Vlrginia^h'ad 

1  JotumaU  of  thfliljiguUtiTt  oouaoiL 
JSmith,  ToLii,  p.  09. 
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>  cu]^.  already  made  a  handsome  remittance ;  but  Connecticut  and 

v-sy^  Pennsylvania  had  declined  making  any-contribution ;  and  by 

^'^•*  a  message  of  the  ninth  of  July,  Qoyenior  Clinton  ipformed 

Ibe  assembly  that  no  answers  had  been .  reoeived  from  the 

other  colonies  to  the  applications  addressed  to  them  upon 

the  subject 

KcT^rthelesB  the  moans  for  holdilig  the  council  were  not 
"vCttnting ;  and  having  in  these  matters  discharged  its  duties 
to  the  public  service,  the  assembly  closed  its  session  on  the 
Afteenth  of  July«  Not,  however,  until  aft^r.  a  joint  address 
of  the  two  houses  had  been  votedtothe  king,  congratulating 
hUfmajesty  upon  the  defeat  of  the  rebels  engaged  in  the 
^aMse  of  the  Pretender^  by  Hxe  army  under  the  duke  of 
Ouiiiberland.^  The  mover  of  the  Tcaolation  £or  this  address 
Was  the  chief  justice ;  but  the  journals  disclose  the  unusu^ 
circumstance,  that  he  was  not  placed  at  the  he^d  of  the 
committee,  which  was  organized  4ihuSrn-PhUip  Livingston, 
Chief  Justice  DeLancey,  and  Mr.  Justice  Horsmanden. 
n^  active  labor  seems  to  have  been  performed  by  the  latter. 
-'  Meantime  grdat  apprehension  prevailed  in  New  England 
At  the  Inaction  of  the  parent  govemineAt,  jBrom  which  much 
had  >)een  promised,  and  more  was  expected,  and  without 
whose  powerfiil  codperation  an  enterprise  so  vast  as  that 


<  II  ■■> ^  I 


^Tkn  bfttUe  of  GuUodw.  The  yonng  PriDoe,  Charles  Edward,  called  the 
Ctwteaderi  hATinf  defeated  the  royal  foroea  under  Sir  John  Cope  at  Preston- 
pans,  h%d  penetrated  a  short  distance  into  Bngland ;  but  findhig^the  people 
nnanimoms  against  hiib,  he  iraq  compelled  to  flill  baek  rapidly  into  SeotlaiMl* 
On  his  return  he  routed  Oeneral  Hawley  at  Falklrkt  but  the  approach  of  the 
4Mm  of  Oumberland  put  an  ead  to  his  triumph.  He  retreated  before  the 
ffffX  ansy,  and  at  last  the  hostile  forces  met  in  the  field  of  Culloden  to  de- 
Mp  the  fate  of  the  kingdom.  The  l^cotch  fought  with  accustomed  braTory^ 
but  the  English  prerailed,  and  the  unfortunate  youth  escaped  with  difficulty 
from  the  battle  whore  he  left  three  thousand  of  his  iqisgulded  adherents 
dead.  Though  a  large  reward  woe. offered  flor.  the  head  of  the  illustrious 
i^lg(|lTa»  who  had  thus  to  combat  against  want  and  temptation,  yet  the 
peasants  of  bootland  pitied  his  mi^ortUnes,  and  eten  those  of  his  enemies 
who  were  acquidnted  with  his  retreat,  kept  inriolate  the  fatal  seeret,  and 
while  they  condemned  his  ambition,  commiserated  his  distresses.  He  at  last 
escaped  to  St.  Maloes,  and  neter  again  rerisifod  the  British  dominions, — 
dying  at  Florence  in  178S. 
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wWch  had  been  projected,  could  not  within  .themsclres  be<»iw 
carried  forward  by  the  colonies.  It  has  been  already  stated  spiv-i,^ 
that  eight  battallons'of  regular  troops  had  been  promised  ^^**» 
by  the  parent  government,  to  rehdteavous  atLouisburg:' 
The  ministers  had  not  specified  the  contingent  of  troops 
required  from  the  respectire  colonies,  contenting  themseiytis 
by  announcing  the  wish  of  tiie  long-  that  the  total  teyies 
should  not  fitU  short  of  five  thousand  men  ;^  but,*  fired,  witb 
ambition  to  preserve  the  laurels  they  had  won  at  OapeBco* 
ton,  the  provinces  vied  with  each  other  ifx  putting :  fortb 
their  strength  for  the  adiievement  of  a  yet  greater  explcnt^- 
and  the  forces  embodied  with  alacrity  exceeded  by  fur  tiie 
ezpecta^ns  entertained  at  home.  New  Hampshire  voted, 
to  raise  one  thousand  men,  and  more  if  they  coiUd  be  en- 
listedr^with  abotinty  of  thirty  pounds  currency  and  ar 
blanket  to  <each  recrait'  Of  this  number  eight  hundrad 
were  ready  for  embarkation  by  tihe>  first  of  July.  Maa^ 
sachusetts  voted  three  thousaaid  five  hundred  men ;  Cbiiw 
necticut  one  thousand ;  and  Bhbde  Island  three  hundreds. 
But  such  was  the  spirit  of  the  ^^eople  that  a  yet  larger  nunM 
ber  were  aetuiklly  enlisted.  These  all  were  destined  for 
Louistmrg,  and  tiienoe  for  the  assault  of  Quebec,  For  tb# 
^roee  t&  be  directed  upon  Grown  Point  and  Montreal,  New 
York  raised  sixteen  hundred  men ;  New  Jersey  five  hun<r  ' 
dred ;.  Pennsylvania  four  bundrad,  though  not  by  the.Mot  ' 
of  its  Quaker  i^overnment,  but  ])j  a  popular  act  unsanctioned 
by  itfrexecutife^  Maiylaijiid. three  hundred;  and  Virginia 
one  hundred ; — makii^  the.  grand  tntaji  of  provincials  eight 
thousand  two  hundred.  But  of  the  promised .  assistance 
from  England,  two  regHuents  only  were  sent;,  and  these 
from  Gibraltar,  to  relieve  the  New  England  men  who  had 
garrisoned  Louvibui^'from  the  day  q{  the  conquest.  Of 
other  reinforcement^  none  came ;  neither  the  general  who 

was  to  command ;  nor  fleet ;  nor  orders.    The  New  Eng- 

— ' ■ -  -    -       -  - 

,^   ,.■■•■'  * 

^  Grahame. 

s  Belknap  states  the  mimber  thoB ;'  but  HuiolunBon,  in  a  not'6,  affinnstliai 
New  Hampihire  toted. to  raise  only  ftte  hundred. 
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cwAP.  land  levies  were  mustered  and  prepared  for  embarkation,— 
w^  the  transport  vessels,  moreover,  being  in  readiness  to  receive 
IT^I  them.  •  But  their- ardor,,  after  weeks  of  crilei-suspense,  was 
doomed  to  a  sad  disappointment  by  the  inaction  of  minis- 
teiB*    Admiral  Wairen,  after  his  visit  with  f^epper^U  to 
Bostcm  for  consultation  with  Mr.  Shirley,  had  sailed  for 
England.    It  was  now  mid-summer,  cknd  neither  troops  nor 
tidings  arriving  from  home,  ^t  was  evident  that  the  season 
was  already  too  far  advanced  to  allow  the  farther  prosecu- 
tion of  thut  branch  of  the  expedition  destined  against  Que^ 
bee ;  since  it  was  impossible  that  a  fleet  ooulol  now  i:^ach 
Lonisburg  from  England  in  reason  to  justify  aa  attempt  to 
ascend  the  St  Lawrence.  .  Under  these  ciroumstwces,  al- 
tiiough  not  without  deep  chagrin,  that  important  feature 
pf  the  enterprise  was  abandoned.    The  strange  inaction  of 
Hie  parent  government  on  that  occasion,  has  b^en  variously^ 
thoiigh  never  satisfactorily  accounted,  for.     That  a  feeling 
of  jealousy,  at  the  growing  strength  of  the  jcolonies,  waa 
awakened  in  England:  by  .the 'conquest  of  Louipburg,  had  ' 
been  apparent  almost  from  the  moment  of  its  fall ,  and  .cp^ 
temporary  politicians  were  not  wanting,  who  attributed  the 
.   inaction  of  1746  to  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  ministers,  that 
^t  might  &fber  all  be  as  well  to  allow  Canada  nnconquerod 
to  remain  as  a  oheck  upon  its  yoiing  iand  vigorous  Anglo^ 
Sa^on  neighboi'.    The  excuse  offered,  has  been,  tfaat  min- 
isters had  reason  to  suspect  that  the  armament  which  the 
French  were  ostensibly  preparing  for' the  reoonqueat  of 
Oape  Breton,  and  possibly  for ;the  invasion  of  'some  of  the 
English  colonies,  was  in  reality  intended  for  the  invasion 
of  Great  Britain  itself.^    Be  all  this  as  it  may,  it  was  still 
believed  that  by  uniting  the  Eastern  levies  with  the  forces 
collecting  in  New  York  for  a  descent  upon  Grown  Point,  a 
coiatibined  movement  might  be  made  in  that  direction  whifeh 
Qould  not  well  fail  of  success.    The  New  England  forces 
were  accordingly  directed  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 

to  concentrate  upon  Albany. 

^ — 
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*  But  this  scbeme  in  its  turn,  was  disconcerted,  and  the  chap. 
anticipated  march  for  Albany  was  arrested  by  serious  wj^ 
alarms  from  the  opposite  direction.  It  was  known  that  ^^*^* 
Prance  had  been^making  great  preparations, — fiot,  as  mjEUe 
have  affected  to  t)elieTe,  for  the  invasion  of  England,  but 
for  the  retfoTcry  of  Louisburg,  and  the  conquest  of  Novi 
Scotia, — ^with  the  ulterior  design,  as  was  apprehended,  of 
ravaging  the  sea  coasts  of  the  English -colonies,  from  An- 
napolis-Roya)  to  Qedr^ja.**  The  vigilance  with  which 
Bochelle,  where  the^preparations  were  making,  had  been 
watched  by  the  English,  had  not  prevented  the  enemy's 
fleet  firotA  getting  to  sea,  which  it  succeeded  in  accomplieAi- 
ing  bn  the  twenty-second  *  of  June.  And  although  Ihe 
English  fl^et,  destined  for  the  interception  of  the  Prenchi 
ahd  also  for  Louisburg,  had  put  to  sea  several  tim^  it  had 
been  driven  back  as  many,  being  utterly  unable  to  get  to 
the  westward*  It  was  commanded  by  Lestock,  an  admiiral 
in  whom,  certainly,  no  great  confidence^  ought  to  have  hefiftt 
reposed. '  The  fleet  of  the  French  waa  commanded  by  the 
Count  B'Anville,  numbering,  as  it  was  affirmed,  seventy 
sail,  fourteen  of  whic&  were  ships  of  the  line ;  thirty  were 
men  of  war  of  a  smaller  size ;  th^  remainder  of  the  forcey 
consisting  of  fire-ships,  bombs,  tenders,  and  transports  for 
eight  thousand  troops;'  \  *^  and  a  formidable  apparatus  of 
artillery  and  militaiy  stories."*  In  toticipation  of  D'Aa*^ 
vlUe's*  arrival,  adcounts  were  received  in  Boston  that  a 
French  officer  named  Blmxitoy,  had  collected'  a  force  of 
seventeen  hundred  Oaiiadian  troops  and  Indians,  to  coiipe^ 
rate  with  the  French  admiral,  which  force  was  even  then 
threatetiing  Annapolis-Royal,  while  the  Acadian^  were 
also  known  to  be  rife  for  a  revolt;  In  order,  therefore,  to 
prevent  the  loss  of  iN'ova  Scotia,  the  Orde^  for  marching 
to  Albany  were  countermanded,  and  the  troops  directed 

I ■       '         .       ■   ■ ;— 

1  Hutohinaon. 

"Ibid.  .■.■'... 

■  1  •  » 

^Qimhame.  This  ftuthov  greatly  rMuees  t]i6  damb«r  of  diBcipHlied 
troopB  on  board  D'AnTiUe^i  flodt,'  from  the  etaiement  of  Hi^tohimiofi  ip& 
oiker  proTineial  hittariani  ■  miVing  it  no  mojre  than  three  tl^^msa^d. ' 
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CUP.  to  embark  for  Annapolis.  Before,  however,  the  embadca- 
N^v-^  tion  had  actually  taken  place,  news  pf  D'Anville'B  arrival 
1746.  at  Ohebucto  Bay  in  Nova  Scotia  Was  received,  and  the 
whole  country  waa  thereby  thrown  into  a  state  of  conster- 
nation. ^^  England  was  not  xnoro  alarmed  by  the  Spanish 
Anpaada  in  1583,  than  Boston  and  the  other  Kprth  Ameri- 
oan  sea  ports  we^e  by  the  arrival  of  thiafleet  in  their  neigh- 
borhood."^ It  was  not  supposed  that  so  formidable  an  arma* 
ment  as  that  of  D'AnviUe,  to  equip  which  the  whole  power 
of  France  had  been  exerted  for,  many  months,  could  be 
destined  alone  against  Louisburg.  A  recapture  of  that 
import^t  post  would-  only  be  the  pralud^  .to  a  sweeping 
attack  upon  the  entire  9ea>board ;  and  feeling  themselve3 
n^lect^d,  if  not  deserted  by  ,th^  parent  govemmentr  ^ 
though  willing  to  see  the  colonies  sacrificed,  fiU  thoughts 
of  sending  away  any.of, their  forces  were  at  oii^^, ab%n- 
doaed.  Shirley  was  aman  of  energy,  enjoying  l^  it  high 
degree  the  confidence  of  the  people ;  and  he  bore  himself 
in  the  crisis  in  a  manner  worthy  of  his  position  ^d  his 
character.  The  first  intelligence  of  D'AjaviUe's;  arrival 
upon  the  coast,  had  filled  the  public  mind,  wearied  and 
discouraged  by  the  disappointmenta  of  the  season,  with 
dismay.  But  the  elasticity  of  the  New  England  character 
was  soon  manifested  by  the  return  of  all  the.  courage 
i^  resolution  necessary  to  enable  its  possessors  to  look 
danger  in  the  face  and  to  meet  it. ,  Under  tha  lead  of 
Shirley,  therefore,  indpired  by.  his  example,  th^  whole  ep- 
ergies  of  New;  England  were  imnjiediately  <Ureeted  to  the 
now  paramount  object  of  self-defeAce,r*^to  which  epd  all 
hands  were  at  onc^  engaged  in  putting  the  country  in  the 
most  commanding  attitude^  The  troops  which- h^d.  beau 
destined,  first  for  a  descent  upon  Can^dik  and  next  for  the 
defen^^  of  Kova  Scotia,  foui^d  sufficient  employment  at 
home,  as  a  matter  of  course,  in  strengtiiening  the  defences 
of  the  coast,  by  repairing  dilapidated  forts  and  building 
new  ones.    Nor  were  they  left  to  laboy  with  unaugmented 

nr. — -^— ' ! '^ — ■  '.}  \ 
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numbei*8.    The  militia  spontaneously  left  their  homes^cHAP. 
and  their  ripemng  harveBts,  seized  their  arms,  and  within  wyl^ 
a  few  days,  to  the  number  of  more .  than  six  thousand,  ^^4^ 
marched  into  Boston,  while  aii  additAonal  six  thousand 
more  were  promised  from  Oonnecticut  in  the  event  of  ao 
actual  invasion*^ 

'  •  Gavemor  Clinton  had  appointed  the 'twentieth  of  July 
as  the  day  for  meetiiig  the  Six  Nations  in  council  at  Alba- 
ny. He  arrived  there  himself  on  the  twenty-first ;  but  aa 
the  city  was  afflicted  with  small-pox,  and  also  at  the  aame 
time  with  a  malignant  bilious  fever,  his  exoelleucy,  not 
having  had  the  former  disease,  deferred  ^  his  landing  until 
the  following  day,^-4iot  msJdng  it  then  in.th^  towa  but 
at  the  fort  Whether  the  governor's  quaixel  with  Pe- 
Lanoey,  had  or  had  not  served  to  alienate  from  him  any 
other  members  of  the  coimcil,  does  not  appear ;  and  the 
&ct  that  Hie  latter  could  prevail  upon  none  of  its  members 
to  accompany  him  to.  Albany,  excepting  Doctor  Coldea 
and  Mr.  Livingston,  is  left  unexplained.  Major  Iluth^r- 
fbrd  of  the  council  t>eing  already  ab  Albany  ^  in  the  duh 
charge  of  his  mili|;ary  duties,  enabled  thegoveiTipr,  though 
with  Hie  smallest  number  allowed  by  hi^,  majesty's  com- 
mission, to  form  a  eouncdl  board  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

The  cause  of  DeLancey'a.  quarrel  with  the  gOY^ruQi:^ 
has  been  attributed  to  his  own  native  arrogance ;  to  an 
overweening  &mily  pride,  engendered  by.  the  el^ation  of 
his  brother4n-law,  Sir  Peter  Warren ;  and  also  to  his  reli- 
ance  upon  the  pa;tronage  of  his  formjer  tutor.  Doctor  Har- 
ris, bishop  of  York,  who  wjas  soon  aftferw;ard'  elevated  to 
the  archbishoptic.of  Canterbury.^  Qn  hi^i  arrival  in  the 
colony,  Mr.  Clinton  had  found  the  chief  justice  omnipo- 
tent with,  the  assembly,  and  being  hitifi^lf  fond  of  faia 
ease,  and  cariiig  more  for  the  emoluments  than  for  the 
glory  o£  official  station,  the  governoir   hfvd;  to  a  great 

____-:- -;, ^ . ,-- ^ 

«  ^Smitli, — who  m#k^  Uootor  Harris  at  tbia  tim*  Urchbifliop  of  CanUnrburjr, 
wkieh  it  net  correct.  Dr.  H.  was  not  adtincei}  t^  the  primary  niiifl  .tite 
/oUowiag  year,  1747.  ^  '       .    «if    . 
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CBAP.  extent  yeilded  the  direction  of  tLe  government  to  this 
s«ft^  ambitious  minister.  Every  thing  went  smoothly  enough 
1746.  between  them,  until  after  the  gov.emor  in  a  moment  of  in- 
caution,  had  renewed  DeLancy's  eommisfiion  as  chief  jus- 
tice, during  good  behavior,-— or,  in  other  words,  forlif0. 
^^  He  now  began  to  dictate  rather  than  to  advise.  Dining 
one  d^y  with  Mr.  Clintonf,  and  insisting  upon  some  favor- 
ite point  with  great  io^peribUaness,  the  governor,  who 
•biul  86  loi^  suffered  himself  to  be  led,  refused  on  this  oc- 
casion to  be  driven.  The  chief  justice  then  arose  and  left 
him )  declaring,  with  an  oath,  that  he  woilld  make  his  ad- 
vioinistration  uneasy  tbrthe  future.  His^excell^icy  replied 
he  might  do  his  worst.  Thus  they  parted,  nor  weife  they 
ever  afterward  reconciled.''^  -The  governor's  confideno^ 
was  inmiediately  transferred  to  Doctor  Ooldeu,  vpl  whom 
it  was  reposed  to  the  end  of  his  administration. 
'  But  liOtwiihstwding  the  preparations  made  in  ax^ticipa- 
tion  of  his  arrival,  the  governor  found  no  Indiana  at  AH>i^ 
nj  to  meet  him,  itove  two  straggling  Onondagas,  Knd  t>n6 
Oneida  warrior;  all  three  of  whom  had  arrived  on  the 
same  day  with  his  excellency,  from  tiid  north,  bringing 
with  them  two  French  scalps  'which  they  had  boldly  taken 
at  the  very  gate  of  Fort  St  Frederick — Grown  Point.  0^ 
presenting  these  trophies  to  the  governor,  the  leader  of 
the  party  made  a  formal  speech,  as  belligelrent  as  could  be 
desired,  declaring  that  the  murders  committed  by  the 

French  had  been  suffered  to  remain  unavenged  until  his 

■  11  '   <.  1 1^^— «»  ■  ■«■■  I  ■  >'i  I    ■    '  ,      .    ■■■  .  fi  I    ■  I  ■ 

YBee  Letter  to  a  NobUman,  being  k  review  of.  the  militarj  operaiioiiB 
la  Koxih  Amedoft  firom  1768  lo  1756,  the  authorship  of  which  was  attributed 
to  GoTetnor'Liyingston,  of  New  Jersey,  and  hisf^ietidB  Messrs.  Smith  aad 
Beett,  lawyers,  of  New  Tork.  Smith  has  siaoe  been  k&eim  as  the  liiatoriaa 
ef  New  Tork ;  and  the  ooi^eidenCes  between  portions  of  this  letter  and  pas- 
Mges  of  his  history,  ar#  so  numerous  and 'striking,  as  to  warrant  the  coa- 
<|^iiaioii  that  he  must  haTe  shared  in  writi|ig  the  former.  The  letter,  which 
.  is  long,  may  be  found  in  the  fourth  Tolume  of  JTom.  HUU  ColUetiaiu. 

Still  in  forming  an  estimate  of  the  eharacter  at  Mr^  DeLanoeyv  as  weU  m 
of  pthelr  iaditid^alii  mentioned  in  this  letter,  great  allowance  should  be 
U$di$  for  tke  inlense  politieal  raneor  wjiiioh  its  fMion  ^^lerished  Against  the 
pgrpmagittker^lii  assailed. 


«        w 
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hearti  could  bear  it  no  longer ;  and  he  had  therefore  him-  <» 
Bcif  determined  to  open  for  his  brethren  the  path  of  r^ 
venge.  The  flcalps  had  been'  taken  at  noon-day,  within  two  ^^^ 
hundred  steps  of  the  ibrt  The,  report  of  their  guns 
startled  the  ganison,  and  a  party  of  soldiers  sallied  fortli. 
in  pursuit ;  but  having  forgotten  their  aitiis  in  their  haatOy. 
and  being  consequently  obliged  to  run  back  after  themi^ 
the  liidians  were  enabled  to  make  good  their  retreats 
They  were  each  rewarded  with  strouds  and  a  laced  h&t,— *. 
the  leader  receiving  in,  addition  a  fine  iKced  coat  and  a 
silver  blreast-plat^*  The  governor  at  the  chief  warrior'a 
suggestion  &tvQred  him  with  a  new  name^  signifying  Thor, 
opener^f'the-paiti.  Proud  of  his  distinction,  th^  wanioir 
then  in^rm^  his  excellency  that  his  two  associates^  .to- 
gether with  a  Biyer  Indian,  were  going  upon  the  war-path 
again ;  and  were  it  not  that  lie  supposed  he  eould  render 
better  service  in  the  council,  he  should  go.  against  t;h^ 
enemy  wijth  them.*  No  other  Jndians  having  arrived  1^ 
mee^  the  governor,  and  the  reports  from  the  interpreted, 
who .  had  be^n '  sent  to  the  cantons  of  the  Six  Kationa 
being  exceedingly  discou^'agin^,  the  Path^opener,  wh^ 
proved  to  be  a  very  faithful  fellow,  volunteered  Ji^pon  an 
embassy  to  bring  the  Indians  to  the  council  himself  not 
doubting  that  he  should  to  a  conatderable  extent  be  suor  ' 
t^essful.  , 

For.  nearly  a  month-  the  .prospect  of  {Hroctmng  a  general 
attendance  of  the  Indians,  Wjss  discouraging..  Within  fk 
.day  or  two  of  the  ijoicideut  just  recorded,  another  party  of 
six  orsevian  Indians,  previously  sent  by  the  commissioners 
of  Indian  affiurs  to  lurk  about  in  the  vicinity  of  Crowji 
Point,  returned  without  having  met  i;tith  any  succ^s,  and 
with  the  loss  of  two  of  their  jiumber,  made  priscmers  by 
the  enemy.  One  of  these,  however,  h^  been  released 
through  the  interposition  c^  the  Caughnawagas  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  French.  It  was  .the  impression  of  these  spiea 
that  the  enemy  was  strong  at  Fort  St.  Frederick,  both  in 


^  Miauies  of  Ui«  eonaofl  homtd. 
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OBAP.  regiilar  troops  and  Indians.  This  unpleasant  Tntelligeace 
^-x^-'Was  oonfirmed  very  soon  afterward  .by  the  i*etnm  from  the 
U4«»  same  region,  of  a  party  of  sixteen  Mohawks, '  who  had 
been  sent  thither  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  works  by  Mi:. 
J6hns9n, — ^whose  active  agency  in  the  Indian  department 
wte  now  about  first  to  be  brought  into  requisition.  These 
Lidians  added  the  expression  pf  their  belief,  from  the  ex^ 
teiit  <rf  the  enemy's  preparations  at"  Crown  JPoint,  that  an 
expedition  Was  on  foot  against  Schenectady  and  the  white 
.  settlements  farther  up  the  Mohawk  valley,  and  possibly 
agftinst  Albany  itself.  These  reports  were  strengthened 
by  letters  from  "Hr.  Johnson  to  thfe  governor,  and  also  by 
advices  from  the  officer  commanding  tii^je  -small  English 
garrison  kept  in  the  Mohawk  cotmtry.  Mr.  Clinton,  how^ 
ever,  attached  less  importance  to  these  reports  than  those 
did  who  communicated  them ;  believing  them  to  have  been 
sent  abroad  by  the  French  to  deter  the  Indians  from  gatKer- 
iag  in  the  council  at  Albany.  He  thus  wrote  to  Johnson ; 
endeavoring  at  the  same'  time,  by  the  offer  of  liberal  re- 
wards, to  persuade  the  last  mentioned  Indian  party  to  re^ 
turn  to  the  neighborhood  of  Crown  Poijit,  but  without  suc- 
»  eesB, — ^ihe  Indians  insisting  that  they  must  return  tb  their 
homes,  to  inform  their  relatives  and  friends  of  what  they 
hikd  heard  and  seen.  Mr.  Johnson  likewise  thought  there 
were  serious  grounds  for  alarm  ;  writing  to  the  governor 
that  the  white  settlers  for  twenty  miles  above  him,  and  be- 
fow  to  Schenectady,  had  deserted  the  country.  Of  his  own 
property  in  jeopardy,  he. had  eleven-  thousand  bushels  of 
wheat  and  other  grain  ;  and  he  asked  the  fkvor  of  a  small 
detachmentof  troops  for  his  protection.  A  lieutenant  and 
thirty  men  were'imnlediately  sent  to  him  ;  and  a  company 
of  militia  was  likewise  added  to  the  upper  Mohawk  castle 
to  assist  the  Indians  in  adding  to  the  strength  of  that  de- 
fence.^     It  will  appear  in  the  course  of  the  present  chapter 

'  that  the  apprehensions  of  trti  invasion  from  Port  St.  Frede- 

■  ■    ■ 

»i  ■  .        .  ■  ,  .    .  1 1       r*  .       .      'i      -  »       I     I         ■  ■■ 

^  Mainuoript  oorreipondefice  of  dlinion  ftnd  JohiMon. 
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rick,  "Were  not  altogether  idle,  although  it  did  not  take  ex- jottAF.- 
actly  the  antioipfited  directi^an^  -  ^-n^ 

.  But  the  Six  Nations  oame^not  to  the  council,  and  jthe^^^* 
summer  was  wearing  rapidly  away ;  while,  to  increase  the 
emharrassment  of  Mr.  Clinton,  the  proposition  from  Gk)T- 
emor  Shiriey  for  an  immediate  Expedition  against  Crown 
Point  had  been  acceded  to  on  the  fourth  of  Augttet,  and^e 
information  of  a  change  in  Shh'ley 's  purpose,  rendered  im- 
perative by  the  threatened  invasibnof  the  seaboard  by  the 
French,  had  not  been  received  at  Albany.  The  prospect 
was  indeed  &r  from  cheering  in  many  i'e8pect3.  The  storm 
of  wai:  lowered  darkly  in  tiie  northern  horizon.  A  com* 
pany  x)f  rangers,  belonging  to  Albany,  enrolled  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  traversing  the  frontier  to  watch  the  move* 
mentis  of  the  enemy,  notwithstanding  the  danger  that 
threatened  their  own  fire-sid^s,  refrised  to  go  again  upon 
duty  unless  the  governor  would  become  per8on,ally  responsi- 
ble, for  their  pay,  at  the  rate  of  three  shillings  each  per- 
diem,  and  also  for  their  subsistence.  Indignant  attheii; 
conduct,  and  believing  thatxnen  thus  mercenairy,  when  even, 
thdir  own  family  ftltars  were  in  jeopardy,  could  not  be  safe- 
ly trusted,  Mr.  Clinton  accepted  the  services,  voluntarily 
tendered,  of  Captains  Langdon  and  Tiebout,  with  their  re- 
spective companies  of  new  levies.  A  few  of  the  re]:ucta^t 
Albanians  were  taken  as  guides  for  these  generqus  vol'upr 
teers ;  but  whenever  any  signs  of  hostile  Indians  were  di0- 
CQvered,  the  heroic  gujides  were  sure,  either  l)y  discharging 
their  guns,  or  by  making  othe;r  noises,  to  give  the  alann 
and  enable  the  foe  to  escape ; — ^thus  avoiding  the  danger 
themselves,  but  at  the  same  time  defeating  the  purpose  in 
view.  The  temper  of  the  Six  Nations,  with  a  few  individ- 
ual exception^,  was  bad,  fuid  apparently  grqwinig  worse.^ 
Notwithstanding  the  unwea^ed  efforts  of  the  English  to 

M  ■  ■  I  »  ■  .■■■■'  M 

^  .  ■  * 

^  Buniop  in  quoting  Golden,  in  regard  to  t&e  discoAtenti  amon^  tke  Six 
lYations  at  this  time,  says  i  y  It  was  owing  to  the  miieonduet  of  those  wli4 
were  entrusted  b^tKe  goremment  withtlietaanagement'of  Indian  affairs ;  " 
adding:  '*  Tlie  Indian  agent  wiU  Mr.  Jolinson.  *'  It  was nof(  so.  Johnson's 
appointment  to  that  ngenoy  took  plaee  afterward. 
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09^'  counteract  the  influence  of  the  Jesuit  niissionaries  among 
>»v^  them,  yet  those  crafty  ecclesiastics  had  obtained  a  hold  upon 
17*^  their  affections^  which  it  «eepied-all  but  impossible  to  break ; 
~  and  fresh  evidences  Were  received  by  the  governor,  almost 
daily^  disclosing  the  unwelcome  &itct  that  the  Iroquois,  if 
nofc  again  balancing  which  side  of  the  contest  to  espouse, 
ware  more  strongly  than  «ver  resolved  upon  maintaining 
an  attitude  of  neutrality.    The  messengers  dispatched  to 
the  Ipdikn  country,  to  persuade  them  to  attend  the  coun- 
cil, had  met  with  veiy  iQdifferent  success;     One  of  then\ 
had  fiEtllen  sick  by  the  way.*    Several  of  th.e  influential  chiefs 
had  again  been  viaiting  Canada,  and  were  in.fuU  commu- 
nication .  with  the .  Caugfanawagas  of  the  St  Lawrence^ 
These  were  active  in  pcetenting  the.  convocation.    The 
messengers  had  passed  thirteen  days  among  the  0^oidas. 
without  making  any  perceptible  impression  y  and  the  Cay- 
ngas  met  the  governor's  invitation  at  first  with  a  flat  re- 
fiisal.    The  Mohawks,  living  in  the  closest  proximity  to 
the  English,  were  for  a  considerable  time  equally  reluctant 
to  join  in  the  council,  and  several  of  the  chiefi  at  the  upper 
cartle  peremptorily  xefused;  nor  in  all  icandorcan  it  be  de- 
nied that  their  reasons  at  once  attested  theii^  political  ^a^ 
gacity  and  the  soundness  of  their  judgment.     ^  It  was,  *' 
ttiey  said,  "  a  war  between  the  Englsh  and' the  French,  in 
whith  the  Indians  had  no  interest.    Those  nations  couTd 
at  any  time  make  peacer ;  but  it  was  not  so  with  the  Ihdians, 
Once  involved  in  the  war,  they  coifld  not  make  up  the  quar- 
rel among  themselves,  but  must  continue  the  contest  until 
one  or  the  other  party  was  destroyed.**    These  views  w^ere 
Encouraged  by  the  emissarieer  of  the  French,  Who,  entertain- 
ing little. expectation  of  being* able  to  engage  the  Iroquois 
upoii  their  own  side,  were  content  to-urge  them  strongly  to 
neutrality.    ^^  It  iis  your  interest,  **  artfully  said  the  Jesuits, 
**nottQ  suffer  either  the  French  or  the  English  to  be  abso- 
lute masters,  for  in  that  case,  your  slavery  to  one  or  the 
oth^>  '^l  ^^  inevitable.  -"    Yet  it  was  not  doubted  that 
some  of  the  chiefs  had  been  gained  entirely  to  the  French, 
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and  were  even  then  re^y  to  atrike^tha  heads  of  the  Eng-oiy^ 
liflk  ;  w^ 

Itwasinthiscritieal  Exigency  that  Mr.  Clinton  determiaed  ^^^' 
to  avail  himself  in  the  Indian  department,  of  the  servicer  o£ 
Mr.  Johnson, — serVicee,  for  the  diecharge  of  which  he  waa 
already  .eigceedingl J  well  qualified  from  tiie  intimate  know-« 

'  *  "  *  * 

ledge  he  had  acquired  of  their  language,  their  character  and 
cuBtoms,  and  also  from  the  confidence  they  reposed  in  him, 
and  his  consequent  extetisive  popularity  among  them. 
These  qualifications  -of  Mr.  Johnson  lor  that  delicsate 
biranch  of  the  public  service  were  well  known  to  Mr:  Olin-  ^ 
ton ;  and  inasm.uch  as  Colonel  Schuyler,  son  of  the  c^Ie* 
brated  QuideTy  and  head  of  the  bdard  of  Indian  oom- 
missiOners  at  Albany,  had  espoused  the  side  of  DeLancey' 
in  his  opposition  to  the  governor,  While  Johnson  had 
maiiifested  a  disposition  to  sustain  the  latter,  the  road  to 
preferment  was  already  open.*  Indeed  there  fieems  to  have 
beejQL  a  serious  misunderstanding  between-  the  govempr  and 
the  Indian  commiasionerd  several  months  before,  the  latter 
having  written  to  his  excellency  on  the  seventeenth  of 
the  previous  April,  that  <*  as  their  proceedings  give  so  little 
satisfaction  to  him,  Ihey  beg  to  be  excused  ftdm  any  &rther 
trouble."^  Mr.  Johnsoi^  therefore,  already  a  corp/eapond- 
^nt  and  a  favorite  of  the  gover&or^  now:succeeded  Cplo^ 
nel  Sehnyler  in  the  management  of  the  Indians ;  although 
the  sincere  affection  of  the  latter>  for  the  family  of  their 
old  friend  Quidery  ootntinued  long  afterward.  It  is.froni 
this  point,  that  the  lon^  official  career..of  the  young  Irish 
adventurer,  William  Johnson, — ^a  career  equally  brilliant 
and  honorable, — takes  its  date*  ^ 

The  commissioners  having  neglected  to  send  messages 
to  the-./fisopusand  Minisink  Indians^-^bes  inqonsiderar 
ble  mid  not 'very  1reliable,---and  also  to  the  clans  dispersed 
along,  th^  upper  Susquehanna  and  its  tributaries, — oil  the 


rr^ 
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cRAr.  fourth  of  August  interpreters  with  suitable  belt^  were  dis- 
^iL,^  patched  to  those  scatterred  peoples.  Meantime  a  ehauge 
1746.  favorable  to  the  wishes  of  the  English  had  been  produced 
among  the  Seneeas  from  an  une^ipected  quarter.  It  hap- 
pened that  while  the  messengers  of  the  governor  were 
among  the  Sen^cas,  a  party  of  twenty  CjhiekeiBaws  arriv^^d 
at  their  castle,  y^th  a  request  ^^  that  the  Seneeas  would 
show.them.the  way  into  Canada."  ,The  Chickasaws  had 
always  been  enemies  to  the  French ;.  and  an  expedition  Qf 
fin^  hundred  men  se^at  again^l;  them  from  Canada,  four 
years  before,  had  been  defeated  in  the  jOhic}s:asaw  country, 
almost  to  annihilation.  Thes^  young  envoys  referred  to 
the  subject  ln»  a  manner  characteristic  of  the  race.  Ad- 
dressing th^  Seneeas,  they  said: — "Four  years  ago  the 
French  had  been  bSl  kind  as  to  vi§it  their  country,  and 
leave  among  them  four  hundred  muskets.  Those  muskets 
l^owever,  by  constant  use,  had  be/en  worn  out ;  and  as  their 
friends  the  French  had  riot  th6\ight  proper  to  bring  them 
any  more,  the  Chickasaws  had  dbtermin^d  to  go  to  Canada 
ahd  bring  away 'some  new  ones."'  It  was  their  desire 
t}utt  the  Seneeas  would  shoW  them  thie  way,  ^nd  if  they 
would  promise  to  do  so>  the  young  men  said  they  would 
return  home  and  bring  back  about  &ur  hundred  of  their 
atout-hearted  fellows  to  find  the  new  guns  and  bring  them 
.  away.  Encouraged  by  this  UQlooked  for  alliance  from 
the  south,  and  also  by  assurances^  that  other  remote  ua^ 
tions  of  the  forest  were  in  no  good  humor  with  the  French, 
the'  Seneeas,  in  considerable  numbers,  changed  their 
minds^  and  detemuned  to  meet  the  governor  in,  Albany. 
-  *  Mr.  Johnson  was  at  the  same  time  exerting' himself  with 
the  utmost  activity  to  dispel  the  clouds  resting  upon,  the 
moody  brows  of  the  Mohawks^  and  to  revive  their  obvious- 
ly waning  friendship  fop. the  English.  Familiar  with  their 
j^guf^e  and  manners,  he  assumed  their  garb»  and  mingled 
among  them  ae  one  of  their  own  people,  /He  entered 
readily  into  their  athletic  exercises,  their  games,  and  all 
Hie  varieties  of  their  pa6tip[ies,^^p;rompted)  it  is  like^ji  in 
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part,  by  his  love  of  the  picturesque  and  of  wild  adveutore,  c«if. 
and  in  part,-  it  is  but  just  to  believe,  by  the  sinoere  afteo- w-v-^ 
tion  he  had  imbibed  for  the  race.    JB'latiered  by  hisi  asso-  ^^^' 
elation  with  them  upon  terms  of  such  generous  equality, — 
Hot  for  an  instant  dreaming  that  there  could  be  ought  of 
simulation  in  his  conduct  toward  them,  as  perhaps  there 
was  not,— the  Mohawks  adopted  him  as  a  member  of  their 
nation,  and  invested  him  with  the  rank  of  a  war-chief.*    In 
this  capacity  he  assembled  them  at  festivals,  and  appointed 
frequent  war-dances,  by  way  of  exciting  them  to  ei^gAgo 
actively  in  the  war.    His  success,  considering  the  sourness 
of  their  temper,  and  the  spirit  of  uneasiness  that  had  prc^ 
vailed  among  them  for  so  many  months,  was  far  greater 
than  had  been  anticipated  by  the  commissioners ;  for  he 
not  only  persuaded  ntimbers  of  the  war-chiefe  and  sachems 
to  repair  to  Albany  and  hear  what  the  governor  had  to  say,*" 
but  he  likewise  engaged  many  of  their  young  warriors  un- 
reservedly to  join  the  army  in  the  proposed  campaign^ 

Thus  stood  matters  at  the  Mohawk  castles  when  the  in- 
terpreters from  the  more  distant  members  of  the  Confede^ 
racy  arrived  with  such  of  the  sachems  and  warriors  of  thosi 
nations  as  they  had  succeeded  in  bringing  to  attend  thd 
council.  But  here  a  new  difficulty  arose.  A  political  feni 
had  existed  among  the  Confederates  for  a  length  of  titne^, 
causing  a  division  into  two  distinct  parties,i — ^the  Mohawfce*, 
Onondagas  and  Senecas  forming  one  division,  and  the 
Oneidas,  Cayugas  and  Tuscaroras  the  other, — the  last  mei^ 
tioned  being  numerically  the  weaker.  On  the  arrival  cfi 
the  warriors  and  counsellors  of  the  latt^,  it  appeared  thifc 
they  had  by  no  means  determined  to  espouse  the  cause  of 
the  English,  and  they  censured  the  Mohawks  for  having 
committed  themselves  so  far  without  the  previous  consent 
of  the  other  Confederates.  The  Mohawks  replied  with 
warmth.  They  were  less  numerous  than  the  other  nations, 
it  was  true;  but  they  declared  that  their  warriors  were  all 

^  In  eonnectioii  with  this  oafiom  of  ttdapiion,  see  Appeadix,  No.  1,  to  tiUs 
Tolume.  «      •■  '„< 
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OBA9*  men ;  ^  and  in  the  event  of  a  trial  of  strength,  the  Mohawks 
v-,^-*  might  not  be  found  in  reality  the  weakest.  Chafed  at  the 
1746.  rebuke  of  their  fellows,  they  moreover  now  boldly  avowed 
that  their  hearts  were  truly  English ;  and  the  contention  at 
length  became  so  sharp,  that  the  opposing  factions  would 
not  consent  to  move  in  company  to  Albany, — the  Mohawks 
marching  by  themselves  on  one  side  of  the  river,  while 
iheir  opponents  took  the  other.  Both  divisions  entered 
Albany  on  the  eighth  of  August, — the  Mohawks  in  full 
panoply,  at  the  head  of  whom  marched  their  new  war- 
captain,  Johnson,  upon  whom  they  had  conferred  the  name 
of  WAR-RAan-MA-GBY,  signifying,  it  is  believed,  Superin^ 
tendent  of  affcm-s* — dressed,  painted  and  plumed  as  re- 
quired by  the  dignity  of  his  rank.  In  passing  Fort  Frede- 
rick at  Albany,  salutes  were  exchanged,  the  Indians  firing 
their  muskets,  and  the  fort  its  artillery.  The  chiefs  and 
eachems  were  then  received  in  the  hall  of  the  fortress,  and 
terved  with  refreshments. 

AU  the  Mohawk  sachems  but  three,  had  been  persuaded 
by  Mr.  Johnson  heartily  to  engage  in  the  cause.  One  of 
these  dissentients  was  Aaron,  of  the  Lower  castle,  who,  with 
Oihers,  had  made  a  visit  in  the  preceding  spring  to  the 
Krench  governor  in  Canada.  The  two  others  were  of  the 
Ctenftjoharie,  or  Tipper  castle.  Both  were  sachems  of  influ- 
ence, one  belonging  to  the  Bear  tribe^  and  the  other  to  the 
2brfai86, — ^the  latter  being  first  in  dignity.  Great  pains 
were  taken  at  private  interviews  with  these  sachems^  to 
bring  them  into  the  cause  of  the  English.  The  task,  though 
difficult,  was  ultimately  accomplished  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barclay,  an  English  missionary 
residing  among  the  Mohawks,  and  the  exertions  of  Doctor 

^  The  Six  Nations  reckoned  all  other  Indian  nations  women  in  eompari- 
■on  wHh  ihemeeWei. 

*The  eignifioation  of  Johneon'e  Indian  name  is  not  known  with  oertainty. 

Soma  authorities  haye  giyen  as  its  meaning— <'  one  who  unites  two  peoples 

together. "    The  kiterpretation  howoTor  giTon  in  the  text,  reasoning  from 

'tke  analysis  or  the  supposed  analysis  of  the  word,  appears  to  he  nearer 

ihi  truth. 
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Colden,  who,  during  former  visits  to  the  Canajoharie  castle,  chap. 
had  contracted  an  acquaintance  with  those  reluctant  sa-  vv^ 
chems.     The  doctor  had  indeed  some  twenty  years  before,  ^^^ 
been  adopted  into  their  clan,  and  invested  with  a  new  nam^ 
Still,  there  were  other  difficulties  to  be  adjusted,  and  it  wa» 
not  until  the  nineteenth  day  of  August  that  a  public  coun- 
cil could  be  safely  opened.     Meantime  GJovemor  Olmtan 
had  been  attacked  by  fever,  and  the  duty  of  conducting  the 
council  devolved  upon  Dr.  Colden.    The  commissioners  in 
attendance  from  Massachusetts,  were  Colonel  Wendell  and 
Mr.  Welles.     Connecticut  was  not  represented. 

The  opening  speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Colden,  had  been 
prepared  to  be  spoken  by  the  governor.  After  announcing, 
in  the  usual  form,  that  the  council  had  been  called  to  con^ 
firm  the  covenant  chain,  and  all  former  treaties  and  engage^ 
ments,  it  recapitulated  the  history  of  the  war,  referring  to- 
the  cruelties  of  the  enemy,  and  reminding  the  Indians  of 
their  stipulation  the  year  before,  that  if  satisfaction  for  thoM 
cruelties  should  not  be  promptly  rendered,  they  would  take 
up  the  hatchet  and  make  immediate  use  of  it.  But  A* 
enemy,  so  far  from  having  made  the  least  reparation  torn' 
their  wrongs,  had  repeated  their  cruelties  on  the  frontlMi 
of  I^ew  England,  by  the  destruction  and  massacre  of  Baxth  , 
toga,  and  by  barbarous  murders  in  the  very  precincts  tiC. 
Albany.  Yet,  knowing  these  facts,  the  Six  Nations  had  * 
not  fulfilled  their  promises,  an  immediate  compliance  with 
which  was  now  necessary,  if  they  would  show  that  those 
promises  came  when  made  from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts. 

The  speech  next  announced  the  determination  of  ^^  the 
king  their  father, "  to  effect  the  subjugation  of  Canada, 
and  informed  the  Indians  of  the  preparations  making  fblr 
that  object.  Thej  were  assured  in  the  most  eotifident 
terms,  that  forces  sufficient  for  effecting  the  conquest  at  a 
blow,  had  been  levied  and  were  already  in  motion.  Those 
from  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and 
New  York,  destined  to  proceed  to  Montreal,  they  would 
soon  see  in  Albany ;  while  the  governor  was  in  the  hoorljr 


I 
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m^.  expectation  of  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  the  promised  ships 
Wy^and  troops  from  England; — "  a  great  army  of  experienced 
1746.  soldiers,— who,  with  the  New  England  levies,  were  to  as- 
semble at  Cape  Breton  ;— after  which  the  attack  upon  Ca- 
nada would  be  made  on  all  sides,  both  by  sea  and  land."^ 
-'Yet,' in  order  to  complete  the  preparations  for  so  great 
acn  enterprise,  the  Six  If ations  were  required  to  join  all  their 
fi>rees  with  the  English,  in  doing  which  they  would  have  a 
glorious  opportunity  of  increasing  their  renown  by  aiding 
in  the  conquest  of  the  French, — a  perfidious  people,  who 
were  even  caressing  the  enemies  of  the  Six  Nations,  de- 
edring  nothing  so  much  as  to  see  their  name  obliterated. 
f  They  were  next  reminded  of  the  many  injuries  they 
tivemselves  had  received   at  the  hands  of  the  French,  es- 
pefdally  by  their  repeated  invasions  of  their  territory,  as 
gt  Onondaga,    and  the  Seneca  country.     The  mischiefs 
fldUcted  by  them  upon  the  Mohawks  in   their  successive 
mTBuions  were  recounted ;  the  story  of  the  massacre  of 
--    their  warriors  at  Cadaracqui,  waa  rehearsed;  while  the 
4viiei  burnings  of  some  of  their  braves  at  Montreal,  was 
^         llOt  foigotten.  Having  thus  kindled  a  spirit  of  vengeance  in 
4^    f-      'Mxit  bosoms,  as  could  be  read  in  the  flashing  eye,  and  the 
%  Wt "  ^    ^tended  nostril,  the  ambition  of  the  warriors  was  next  art- 
*'        ftdly  excited  by  a  recital  of  their  own  brave  exploits  when 
carrying  their  arms  into  Canada : — '•  If  your  fathers,"  said 
tiie  speech,   "  could  now  rise  out  of  their  graves,  how 
would  their  hearts  leap  for  joy  to  see  this  day,  when  so 
glorious  aa  opportunity  is  put  into  your  hands  to  revenge 
all  the.  injuries  your  country  has  received  from  the  French, 
loid  be  never  more  exposed  to  their  treachery  and  de.ceit." 
Afi  the  true  sons  of  such  renowned  and  brave  ancestors, 
animated  by  the  same  spirit  for  their  country's  glory,  and 

tbe  same  desire  of  revenge,  they  were  invited  to  share  in 

■        '  "  ■    ■       I  ■       .    ,  , — _ — _« 

,  ^  So  ignorant  was  the  goyernor  of  tke  true  state  of  things  at  the  moment 
In  New  England,  where  all  expec/tation  of  the  f^nd  Combined  attack  had 
oetn  relinquished ;  Boston  not  more  than  two  hundred  mUaa  distant,  and  yet 
this  goTemor  of  New  York  was  left  in  ignorance  to  make  these  fallacious 
promises  to  the  Indians. 


i^ 
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tho  honpr  of  vanqaishing  the  enemies  alike  of  them-*  cbap. 
selves  and  the  English;  provisions,  arms,  clothing,  being wy!w 
promised  in  abundance,  and  ample  protection  for  their  ^^^• 
wives  and  children  during  their  absence.     They  were  far- 
ther reminded  of  several  murders  of-  their  white  brethren 
by  the  enemy's  Indians,  committed  even  since  their  arrival 
at  the  council-fire.    These  additional  insults  they  were 
called  upon  to  avenge ;  and  in  conclusion  a  belt  was  giv^n 
«as  an  assurance  of  the  intention  of  the  English  to  live  and 
die  with  their  red  brethren. 

The  speech  was  well  received.  At  the  end  of  each  aen-  < 
tence  one  of  the  chiefe  called  out-r"  yo-hay  ;" — ^^do  you 
hearf'  and  the  response  of  approbation  was  gener|d« 
When,  moreover,  after  its  close,  the  war-belt  was  thrown 
down,  the  significant  act  was  followed  by  a  wai^shouti 
unanimous  and  hearty.  The  counoil-fire  was  then  rakcA^ 
up  to  give  the  forest  counsellors  time  for  deliberatiOQ#. 
Three  days  afterward  they  announced  that  t)ieir  answer 
was  ready ;  and  on  the  following  day,  August  twenty* 
fotirth,  the  governor  himself  was  able  to  meet  theio^iii 
council  for  its  reception.  -    •       ' 

The  fire  having  been  rekindled  at  the  appointed  tim%.  '.  ^'  d 
an  Onondaga  sachem  spoke  to  the  following  effect— ^th«  ,  ^ 
speech  of  course  abounding  in  the  figurative  .expres8ion9  ^\ 
inseparable  from  Indian  eloquence  and  diplomacy.  It 
opened  by  informing  the  council  that  the  Missesagues 
had  united  with  them  for  the  purposes  immediately  ia 
hand,  as  a  seventh  nation.  The  Six  Nations  were  rejoiced 
that  the  English  were  wiping  away  their  sorrowful  tears, 
opening  their  throats,  and  washing  clean  the  bloody  bed. 
They  also  spoke  of  the  silver  covenant  chain  formed  of 
old,  which  both  were  holding  &st.  They  acknowledged 
having  received  the  hatchet  the  year  before,  and  their 
pledge  to  use  it  in  the  event  of  farther  provocations  and 
murders  by-  the  French ; — admitted  that  the  bloody  affair 
of  Saratoga,  and  other  acts  of  hostility,  demanfded  the  ful- 
filment of  the  pledge ;  and  they  farther   declared    their 


K^ 


214  LCTB  OF  SIR  WILLIAM  J0HV80K,  BART. 

cwAF. readiness  "from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,'*  to  use  their 
s..^^  hatchets  against  the  French  and  their  children, — the    Ca- 
1T46.  nada  Indians  meaning, — from  that  day  forward.    As  an 
earnest  of  their  sincerity  in  this  declaration,   the  war-belt 
was  thrown  down  with  great  emphasis  both  of  attitude 
and  expression.    They  assured  the  governor  of  the  entire 
^nnion  of  their  clans  in  this  declaration,  and  hoped  the 
governors  of  the  different  English  colonies  would  be  as 
closely  united  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  as  themselves. 
In  regard  to  the  wiles  of  the  French  priests  against  which 
ihej  had  been  admonished,  they  averred  that  their  blood 
boiled  at  the  manner  in  which  they  had  formely  been 
treated  by  them,  and  being  now  at  war  vsrith  their  nation, 
those  priests  would  no  more  dare  to  come.    The  Six  Na- 
tions would  have  no  •  further  use  for  them  than  to  roast 
them.   As  to  the  Missesaguea,  whom  they  now  commended 
to  the  English  as  their  allies,  they  numbered  eight  hundred 
warriors,  aU  being  determined  to  join  in  the  common 
.    cause.^   In  conclusion  the  chiefs  said  they  would  leave 
some  of  their  warriors  with  the  troops  of  the  governor, 
while  they  themselves  returned  to  their  castles  to  send 
down  a  greater  number. 
\  .      With  this  speech  closed  the  pfroceedings  of  that  day,  and 
.  ^     the  next  was  appointed  for  the  delivery  of  the  presents 
r       lient  to  them  from  the  king,  and  also  by  the  governors  of 
Virginia  and  Massachusetts.    When  on  the  twenty-fifth  the 
presents  were  brought  forth  for  delivery,  the  Albanians  re- 
marked that  they  were  much  more  valuable  than  any  that 
had  been  previously  ^ven  to  the  Indians.    So,  also,  thought 
the  recipients,  a  Mohawk  chieftain,  of  his  own  volition, 
•  addressing  his  brethren  thus : — "  You  see  how  you  are  here 
treated, — ^really  like  brethren.    The  governor  of  Canada 
treats  not  his  Indians  so,  but  sets  them  on  like  dogs,  and 
they  run  without  thought  or  consideration.     You  see  what 
a  noble  present  is  made  to  you.    If  the  governor  of  Ca- 
nada should  sieise  all  the  goods  in  that  country,  he  could  not 

^  Tkf  filiMMMguet  then  Urod  at  Detroit,  between  Lakes  Erie  and  Huron. 
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maker  Bach  a  present"^  .In  the  division  of  the  pres^its  ohap. 
among  the  nations  represented,  two-eighths  thereof  were  w^ 
voluntarily  assigned  to  the  Missesagaes.  On  the  day  fol-  i<^*^ 
lowing,  being  the  twpnty-sixth,  the  war-kettle  was  put  over 
the  fire,  and  in  the  evening  the  solemn  war-dance  was  per- 
formed, in  presence  of  the  governor  and  many  other  gen- 
tlemen. The  warriors  were  all  painted  for  the  occasion^ 
and  the  appropriate  songs  were  sung  with  affecting  pathos. 
Before  the  Indians  dispersed,  the  governor  had  private 
conferences  with  the  leading  chiefs,  and  rendered  the  cov- 
enant chain  yet  brighter  by  making  further  presents.  The 
two  Missesagaes  present  were  particularly  friendly.  One 
of  them  assured  his  excellency  that  among  the  Indians  yet 
further  than  themselves  in  the  interior,  there  was  a  grow- 
ing dislike  to  the  Fr^ich,  reporting  a  transaction  strongly 
corroborating  his  assertion*  It  was  to  the  effect  that  a  party; 
of  sixty  Frenchmen  had  lately  been  sent  to  one  of  those 
distant  nations  to  persuade  them  to  take  up  the  hatchet 
against  the  English.  They  accepted  the  hatchet, — and  im-' 
mediately  put  the  whole  party  presenting  it  to  death.  In 
conclusion,  the  Missesagues  promised  on  returning  home 
to  bring  as  many  of  those  distant  nations  as  they  coold 
upon  the  war-path.  Unfortunately,  however,  both  sickened 
of  the  small-pox  and  died,-^ne  of  them  nOt  being  able  t» 
depart  for  the  fair  hunting  grounds  with  resignation  until 
the  governor  had  promised  to  send  his  mother  the  first 
French  scalp  that  should  be  taken.  His  companion  at  the 
council  died  on  his  way  home, — ^the  Six  ^Nations  at  once 
providing  for  their  wives  and  children,  who  had  accom- 
'  panied  them  to  Albany. 

1  This  Aooount  of  the  Indian  negotiations  of  174S,  I  hare  drawn  from  the 
oepione  details  of  Doctor  Golden.  Smith,  the  historian,  intimates  that  tke 
presents  actually  given  by  the  gOTomor,  were  smaH  and  nnsatisfkototy : 
and  charges  that  Colden  wrote  a  partial  aeeonnt  for  luii  patron's  Tindioa- 
tion— his  exeelleney  havfaig  been  accused  of  embesilihg  large  portions  of 
the  presents.  This  imputation  is  unwarrantable.  Colden's  account  was 
published  in  the  oourse  of  a  ftw  weeks  after  thje  ooiincil  closed,  and,  had 
it  been  untrue,  and  the  Indian's  speech  a  fiction,  the  disl^est^  ifonld  lu^ye 
been  exposed  at  tlui  time. 
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CHAP.  The  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive  with  the  Iroquois, 
w^,w  having  thus  been  satisfactorily  renewed,  Mr.  Clinton  next 
1746.  turned  his  attention  to  the  Muh-he-ka-neok,  or  River  In- 
dians,— a  small  nation  residing  at  Stockbridge,  in  the  colo- 
ny of  Massachusetts, — composed  of  remnants  of  the  Mo- 
hegans,  Karragansetts  and  Schaghticokes,  together  with 
various  other  smaller  clans  and  tribes  from  Connecticut, 
who  had  been  formed  into  a  community  some  ten  years  be^ 
fore  by  a  philanthropic  clergyman, — the 'Rev.  Mr.  Sergeant. 
With  these  remnants  of  various  peoples  who  had  been 
peeled  and  scattered  in  New  England,  a  council  was  also 
holden,  the  result  of  which  was  satisfactory  to  all.  They 
readily  consented  to  engage  in  the  war,  conqjiuding  their 
speech,  however,  in  words  equival^it  to  a  condition  that 
they  were  not  to  be  forgotten  on  the  conclusion  of  9,  peace ; 
"When  you  Christians,"  said  they,  "are  at  war,  you  make 
peace  with  one  another ;  but  it  is  not  so  with  us.'  There- 
fore we  depend  upon  you  to  take  care  of  us ;  in  confidence 
of  which  we  now  take  up  the  hatchet,  and  will  make  use 
•  '  of  it.  **  *    They  were  dismissed  vrith  presents. 

Lingering  in  Albany  yet  a  full  month  longer,  Mr.  Clin- 
ton was  enabled  to  receive  in  personthe  Indians  from  the 
Susquehanna  country,  whose  principal  town  was  at  Oghquiu 
go.  These  Indians  to  the  number  of  sixty  warriors,  ex- 
clttsivo  of  the  usual  train  of  old  men,  women  and  children, 
'  — ciever-failing  attendants  upon  important  councils, — ^ar- 
rived in  charge  of  Captains  Yrooman  and  Staats,  about  the 
tenth  of  September,  and  sent  the  governor  on  the  next  day. 
They  had  responded  to  the  summons  with  alacrity, — com- 
plaining nevertheless  at  the  lateness  of  their  invitation,  and 
regretting  that  the  negotiations  with  the  Six  Nations  should 
have  been  concluded  before  their  arrivaL     Toward  the  Six 


1  Smith  Terjr  iioprop9rl>[  classes  the  BWer  IxuUabs— ci^led  by  him  after  the 
Outeh  orthography  MohAckander8,-r-with  the  Esopus  .fkod  Susquehanna  In- 
dians, find  denounces  them  as  "dastardly  tribes/'  to  whom  GoTornor  Clin- 
lon  '*  gsTo  presents  for  promlsea  which  they  jief^r  meant  to  perform.  " 
Toward  the  Muk-kuk-kan-ook,  their  d^nunciaMon  is.  most  uigust.  They 
were  always  true  to  the  English,  and  poured  out  their  blood  firstly  forthenu 
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Nations  they  appeared  to  entertain  feelings  bordering  upon  cbaf^ 
jealousy.  It  was  a  shan^e,  they  said,  that  these  Indians  w,^-/ 
had  not  sooner  used  the  hatchet  placed  in  their  hands  a  ^'*^ 
year  before.  'X^ey  had  themsej^res  sometimeg  been  de* 
ceived  aia  to  the  progress  of  the  war,  but  they  were  now 
ready  to  join  li^  the  contest,— adding  "  We  know  ,sev»nd 
roads  to  Canada,  and  we  w|int  to  $ee  the  hatchet  that  w^ 
may  grasp  it."  TVliereupon  the.  governor  threw  down  a 
cutlass,  which  was  eagerly  seized  by  one  of  the  chie&,  and 
they  all  commenced  the  war-dance,-<-4eclaring  that  ^^tbey 
should  keep  firmly  hold  of  the  hatchet,  and  were  resobred  ^ 
to  use  it."  A  sudden  alarm,  cansedby  an  incursion  of  tbe 
enemy's  Indians,  and  the  murder  of  a  non-oommissioned 
officer  in  the  veiy  subiirbs  of  Albany,  served  to  test  botb 
the  fidelity  and  the  courage  of  these  Indians,  by  the  alert* 
nefts  with  which  they  spontaneously  went  in  pursuit  of  th# 
hostile  party.  Several  of  their  number  remained  in  Jiir 
bany  to  act  as  scouts  or  guides,  as  occasioix.iilight  requite; 
the  residue  being  dismissed  with  presents — ^lumng  promised 
the  services  of  six  hundred  braves  to  the  go^«rnor  whenr 
ever  he  should  summon  them  to  the  field.  The  governor 
did  not  question  the  sincerity  of  their  prpfessioui ;  bpt 
wrote  to  Mr.  Johnson  the  sixteenth  of  September,  t^ 
^they  looked  as  though  they  were  determined  tp- be,  l^e^p^ 
in  our  cause,"  and  ^'  he  expected  their  warriors  to  joix^  hiiip 
in  about  ten  days.  "  It  is  astonishing,  nay^  iiia:i^pUca]i)]ia, 
how  oompleteiy  Mr.  Clinton  andyhis  counsellors  were  liffSt 
in  the  dark,  down  even  to  the  date  of  the  l^tt^r  juBt  citedi 
as  to  the  situation  of  affi^irs  in  IS^ew  England.  In  this  ki^ 
ter  he  tells  Johnson  that  he  talk^  to  the  Indians  ^<  in,  no 
other  light  than  that  of  going  immediately  to  fighting" 
and  adds :  ^  Five  hundred  troops  from  the  J/ersies,  and  four  • 
hundred  from  Fhiladelphiai  have  arrived  ^lare,  beside  s^y^ 
ra)  more  companies  from  IN'ew  York,  which  .^ount  to  oyer 
two  thousand  mm*  More  are  expected;  and  asIheiM^ 
that  the  fleet  was  seen  off  the  banks  of  Newfoundland^  I 

conclude  they  are  before  flow  at  Louisburg,- — haying  #(9nt| 

•■  i' .       ■  . ., 
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ctf AP.  some  time  since,  an  express  to  Boston  not  yet  returned, 

v-v^and  I  think  he  must  be  detained  on  that  account.*'  *     The 

1746.  governor  also  in  the  same  letter  informs  Johnson  that  he 

>  has  sent  the  fourteen  Susquehanna  warriors  who  had  re- 

jnained  behind,  against  the  enemy,  attached  to  a  company 

*  V  «f  sixty  men  under  the  command  of  Captain  Staats,  and 

^  .  ttOiOk  whoa  he  hoped  to  hear  a  good  account. 

'\     V    *-  The  Canadian  governor  had  not  been. an  inattentive  ob- 
•  tcrrer  of  Mr.  Clinton's  preparationa  for  meeting  the  In 
dims.    He  had  indeed  adroitly  attempted  to  prevent  the 
/  gathering,  by  sending  a  number  of  Caughnawaga  emissa- 

ries among  them,  wjth  pacific  overtures.'  The  Onondaga 
captain,  taken,  as  already  related,  at  Crown  Point,  in  July^ 
was  to  accompany  them,  charged  with  a  message  from  the 
governor  to  the  effect,  that  although  the  warriors  of  the 
•  Bix  Nations  had  killed  some  of  his  people,  yet  he  was  wil- 
ling  to  overlook  the  past,  and  '^  as  an  evidence  of  hia  love 

*  ^  for  them,  he  had  sent  back  one  of  their  people  instead  of 
. .  V/      eating  his  flesh."    At  the  same  time  the  Caughnawagas 

*^*t  ■•**  were  charged  *<notto  spill  any  more  blood  from  Albany 
upward,  but  to  turn  their  arms  toward  their  inveterate 
enemies  in  New  England.  "  There,"  said  the  French  go- 
vernor, **  There  is  the  place  for  you  to  gain  honor  now." 
But  much  to  the  surprise  of  the  governoif,  the  Caughnawa- 
gas declined  the  honor  of  the  proposed  mission,  either  as 
the  bearers  of  intelligence,  or  menaces.  ^^  Such  a  course," 
they  replied,  ^^  ^ould  only  stir  up  the  Six  Nations,  and 
bring  them  and  all  their  allies  to  destroy  you  at  onoe. 
They  are  not  to  be  bullied  by  your  words  or  arms ;  where- 
fore, fikther,  we  must  leave  you  to  go  through  this  work 

*  ^y  yourself."    These  sudden  scruples  of  hia  allies,  but  that 
'  the  French  governor  was  doubtless  well  acquainted  with 

the  unstable  and  impulsive  character  of  the  Indians,  must 
well  nigh  have  confounded  him.  But  the  Caughnawagas 
neverdieless  dispatched  one  of  their  number  in  company 

>  lUniitoript  leii«r,  <]|intoii  to  Johnson. 
*Idem  in  reply  to  %  letUr  from  Johnion, 
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with  the  retaming  captain,  as  the  bearer  of  a  message,  not  chat. 
froiti  the  governor,  but  from  themselves,  to  their  former  s.^^ 
brethren,  conjuring  them  by  all  their  ancient  ties  of  friend-  "Ift. 
ship,  not  to  embark  in  a  war  against  them,  and  begging      ;    *  \ 
them  to  give  information  of  any  plottings  oC  Goyemor 
Clinton  against  them.    They  invited  the  Six  Nations  Igi^   ^   •  « 
visit  them  in  council  again  at  their  seat  on  the  St^LnwAQiilp .  *    .^  ^ 
in  the  spring ;  and  requested  them  to  inform  Qovemor  Gliikt '« *  < » v^ 
ton  that  the  French  had  eighteen  hundred  soldiers  at  CrMflk  ^  '  ' 
Point,  ready  for  battle,  but  in  which  number  were  inclisigd 
eight  castles  of  Ottawa  Indians.    It  was  on  the  return  of  ^ 

the  Mohawks  from  the  council  at  Albany,  that  they  were 
met  by  six  of  their  own  people  as  the  bearers  of  this  mes^ 
sage,  which  they  had  received  from  the  returning  Onon-  ^ 

daga  prisoners, — ^the  Caughnawaga  messenger  having  ven- 
tured no  farther  than  the  confines  of  the  Mohawk  territoiy.     '    ^ 
But  neither  the  message  from  their  former  brethren,  nor     ^    *^ 
the  desires  of  the  French  governor,  made  the  slightest  im-  %. 

pression  upon  the  Six  Nations,  since  they  communicated      \^ 
both  to  their  new  war-captain,  Johnson,  without  re9erve  c^i      ^ '' 
delay, — ^giving  every  desirable  evidence  of  the  good  £uth; 
in  which  they  had  revived  their  English  alliance* 

It  was  suggested  by  some  contemporaiy  writers,  that  in- 
asmuch as  the  governor  of  Canada  asked  only  for  the  neu- 
trality of  the  Six  Nations,  the  dictates  of  humanity  required 
an  acquiescence  on  the.  part  of  the  J^glish*  But  whoever 
has  studied  the  character  of  this  remarkable  variety  of  the 
human  family, — especially  of  the  Iroquois,— must  be  aware 
how  difficult,  if  not  how  utterly  impossible,  it  would  have 
been  to  keep  ihem  neutral.  The  Iroquois  were  the  aborigin- 
als of  all  others,  whose  friendship  and  alliance  was  most  ^  ^ 
strongly  desired  by  both  the  principal  bell  ige rents,  and  whose 
possible  hostility  was  anticipated  with  the  greatest  appre- 
hension by  both.  Their  position,  stretching  from  the  west- 
ern shore  of  Lake  Champlain  to  Lake  Erie,  placed  them 
like  a  barrier  between  the  French  and  English  colonies, 
and  enabled  them  to  strike  with  sudden  fury  upon  the  bor- 
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<Mkr.  d6i*3  of  either,  as  they  might  eledt    The  most  formidable 


V. 


in  numbers,  the  most  compactlj  disposed  in  their  cantons, 
^'^  and  the  best  governed  of  the  savage  race, — ^inured  to  war, 
Qttd  acctistomed  to  conquest, — ^their  name  was  a  terror  to 

I  '  the  Indians  from' the  country  of  the  Natchez  to  the  gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence.     Their  trade  was  war ;  and  although  they 

*  hM  fo]^  a  season  evinced  a  strong  reluctance  to  engage  in 

•   tilie  contest  then  raging,  yet  the  French  were  iDontinually 

timpeiing  with  them,  and  their  clergy  had  for  a  long  pe- 

^  .  ^i4od  exercised  great  influence  over  them.    They  were  them- 

selves by  ho  means  ignorant  of  the  importance  of  their  po- 
eiltion,  nor  of  the  important  fbct,    that,  as  between  the 

9'^  -^  Tteoxih  and  English  colonies,  tliey  held  the  balance  of 

j^Otrer.  How  desirous  they  might  be  of  making  the  moat 
of  their  position;  the  English  could  not  tell ;  nor  had  they 
^  any  warrant,  in  the  event  of  neglecting  to  secure  their  ser- 

vices beyond  a  peradventure  themselves^  that  when  the  con- 
»  tM;  should  become  fierce,  and  the  Indians  should  scent 

VtooA  upon  the  breexe,  they  might  not,  in  a  momeilt  of 
il&pul8e,1lirow  off  their  neutrality  and  strike  suddenly  in 
'bilMif  of  the  French*  Hence  it  is  maintained  that  the 
English  were  by  no  means  bound  passively  to  allow  the 
Tt^nch  to  secure  the  advantage  of  a  neutrality  on  the  part 
Oi  the  Iroquois,  the  maintenance  of  which  would  be  so  ex* 
^  it&atAy  uncertain,  and  the  benefits  of  which  would  enure 
ioldy  to  thd  party  ptofpomikg  and  so  strenuously  urging  it 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

1746.  .  .    '      * 

The  governor  of  Canada  was  prompt  in  exocuting  tke'Ci|^« 
pnipose  snggested  to  the  Caughnawagas,  of  striking  upon  ^-v^ 
the  borders  of  Kew  England,  the  people  of  which  he  h^d^ 
designated  as  their  most  inveterate  fides.    Indeed  the  In*^         ^^ 
dians  in  the  French  service  had  not  waited  for  that  sug- 
gestion, since  from  the  opening  of  Ihe  spring,  the  whole  ^ 
New  England  frontier  from  the  eastern  border  of  New 
York,  hi^  been  kept  in  a  contintious  state  of  alarm ;  Iheii? 
hamlets  were  often  in  flames ;  and  their  fields  reddened 
with  blood. 

The  New  Hampdute  border  being  the  most  exposod^ 
was  fall  of  dfliiger  at  every  point.  On  the  thirteenth  of.  / 
April,  the  Indians  appeared  at  a  township  called  Numbeiv' 
Fdur,^  and  took  three  men  prisoners,  and  killed  their  cat* 
tie.  Fonr  days  afterward  a  larger  party  of  fifly  attempted 
to  surprise  the  fort  at  iTpper  Ashnelot,*  hiding  themselvei 
in  a  swamp  near  by  with  the  design  of  inarching  into  thi(  > 
Ibrt  on  the  departnre  of  the  men  to  their  field  labors  in  iQke 
morning.  But  their  ambuscade  was  discovered  by  a  man 
who  went  forth  very  early  in  the  morning,  and  their  pur- 
pose finstrated.  A  skirmish  took  place  in  wMoh  a  man 
and  a  woman  were  killed,  and  another  man  taken  prisoner. 
On  retreatli^,  the  Indians  bntned  several  houses  and 
bams.  Three  days  afterward  a  party  of  savages  came  to 
New  nopkinton,  where  was  a  block  hctiser  guarded  by 
several  men.  One  of  these  goin^  out  very  early  to  hunt, 
leaving  his  companions  asleep,  also  left  the  door  open^- 

1  Since  named  Ckarleetown. 
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cHAp.  very  convenient  instance  of  carelessness, — for  the  lurking 
wy^  savages,  who  thereupon  rushed  in  and  i^ade  eight  pri- 
1746.  Boners — ^four  men,  one  woman  and  three  children.  On  the 
second  of  May,  Number-Four  was  revisited,  and  a  party 
of  women  milkmg  some  cows,  guarded  by  several  soldiers, 
were  fired  upon.  One  man  Was  killed,  and  two  of  the 
Indians  mortally  wounded  by  the  return  fire.  Two  days 
afterward,  Contoocook*  was  visited  by  the  enemy,  by 
^  'whom  two  men  were  killed,  and  a  third  tnken  prisoner.- 
*  The  same  hostile  party  made  two  prisoners  two  days  after-' 
'  ward  at  Lower  Ash^elot,'  but  lost  one  of  their  number  in 
another  attempt  upon  the  little  fort  at  Upper  Ashuelot. 
About  the  same  time,  a  party  of-aavages  made  an  incur- 
non'intofemardstown,  in  Massachusetts.  They  attacked 
a  house  ganrisoned  by  only  three  men,  but  the  duty  of 
these  was  performed  so  :  effectively^  that  the  enemy 
retreated  with  two  of  their  warriors  2^ortally  wounded. 
On  their  way  through  Goleraine  they  ambuscaded  a  road 
oear  one  of  the  forts,  and  fired  upoti  a  ptrty  consisting 
of  a  man,  ^his  wife  and  daughter^  and  two  soldiers.  The 
first  was  killed  y  and  the  woman  and  her  daughter  wound- 
ed»  But  on  losing  one  of  their  number  by  the  fire  of  the 
soldiers,  the  enemy  made  off.'  On  the  twenty^fourth  of 
May,  a  company  of  troops  sent  for  tha  defence  of  the  in^ 
hajtutaBts,  was  drawh  into  an  ambuacade  in  Number-Four, 
and  in  a  smart  skirmish  which  ensued  five  men  werQ 
killed  on  each  side — ^the  Indians  gaining  the  advantage  of 
making  a  prisoner.  A  month  afterward  another  spirited 
aStir  occurred  at  the  same  place.  In  this  instance  the 
dogs  were  the  most  vigilant  sentinels,  but  tor  whom.  Gap- 
tains  Stevens  and  BcJcer  would  probably  have  been  drawn 
into  a  fatal  ambuscade.  The  Indians  having  been  disoo-^ 
yered,  the  provincial  detachment  had  the  advantage  of  the 
first  fire.    After  a  brisk  encounter,  the  Indians  were  driven 
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away — ^leaving  evidences  of  cohsiderable  loss.     Only  one  chap. 
of  the  provincials  was  killed,  but  there  were  five  wound*  w^— / 
ed.     The  bodies  of  several  I^idians  were  afterwards  difl*  ^746. 
covered,  concealed  in  a  swamp.     Guns,  hatchets,   spears, 
and  other  warlike  articles,  were  left  by  the  Indians,  the 
sale  of  which  produced  to  the  victors  between  seventy  and 
eighty  pounds.^    On  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  two  men 
were  killed,  and  two  taken  prisoners  at  Fort  Dummvr, 
One  of  the  prisoners  killed  an  Indian  before  he  was  taken* 

^  Three  days  afterward  a  party  of  laborers  were  attacked  *•, 
in  a  field  in  Kochester,  only  twenty  miles  from  Ports, 
mouth.  The  men  were  unarmed.  Four  of  them  were  ,. 
killed,  and  the  fifth,  ^wounded,  waa  made  prisoner.-  'He 
was  taken  into  Canada,  as  the  other  prisoners  had  been, 
being  carefully  attended  to  on  the  way  until  his  wounds 
were  healed.  A  laA  was  likewise  made  prisoner  in  anoth* 
er  part  of  the  townr^the  men  with  whom  he  was  at  work, 
making  their  escape.  Yet  another  man  was  killed  in 
Bochester  soon  afterward.  On  the  third  of  July,  an  am«> 
buscade  was  discovered  in  Hinsdale,  but  the  Indians  were 

^\  put  to  flight.  One  month  afterward,  they  again  reviedted 
Number-Four,  and  killed  two  men  and  several  cattle. 
Two  men  were  surprised  and  taken  on  the  sixth  of  Au- 
gust, at  Contoocook ;  and  a  large  party  visited  Penacook,' 
and  formed  an  ambuscade  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  a 
congregation  while  at  worship  in^  their  church.  But  oK 
serving  that  the  men  were  well  armed  with  carnal  weap** 
one,  they  delayed  an  attack  until  the  next  morning, .  when 
five  men  were  killed,  and  two  taken  prisoners.'  MurdevB 
were  also  committed  again  in  the  neighborhood  of  Port 
Dummer ;  at  Hinsdale ;  in  Winchester,  Poquaig,^  Green^ 
field ;  at  Penacook,  and  in  several  other  plaoea.    At  Pen* 

1  Manuscript  journal  of  Deacon  Noah  Webster. 

'Concord. 

■Belknap  is  the  authority  for  seTeral  of  these  accounts  of  t]ieborde}r     ' 
skirmishes  of  1746.    See  also  Hoyf  s  AntiquiUet, 

*  Afterward  called  Athol. 
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cttAP.acook  five  persons  were  killed.^      These   hostile  parties 

wy*.^  chieflj  came  from  the  St  Francis  country,  through  Lake 

1746.  Memphremagog.      The    prisoners    taken    were  carried 

into,  Canada,  where  some  of  them  died,  but  the  greater 

number  were  subsequently  redeemed  or  exchanged. 

.  But  in  addition  to  these  partizan  operations,  painful  to 
neighborhoods,  yet  more  irritating  than  important  in  their 
influence  upon  the  war,  there  was  one  of  amoreformida* 
Ue  character.  ^  It  has  already  been  seen  that  the  Fsendi 
were  concentrating  a  strong  force  at  CrQwn  Point ;  and  it  J 
happened  that  at  the  ^very  time  when  Governor  Clinton 
was  opening  his  confisrences  with  the  Six  NatioHQy-^^^ 
o^txibined  force  .of  French  ani^  Indians  was  within  so  short 
a  distance  of  Albany ,  that  had  thfi  officers  «d4  citizens 
there  assembled  been  aware  of  the  £»ct,  they  would  most 
likely  have  felt  rather  uneasy  in  tkw*  seats^  On  .Uie. 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  the  IJTew  England  colonies  had 
erected  a  ohain  of  small  works— -stpckadea  and  block 
houses — along  the  frontiers  of  Maine  «nd  New  Hamp- 
shire, from  Saco  tp  CharlestowQ,-^tbence  down  the  Cpu* 
neeticut  river  to  Greenfield.  The  old  defences  at  th,e  ^ 
I^Bce  last  mentioned,  and  at  Korthfield,  were  repaired ; 
and  another  cordon  of  similar  works  was  extended  from 
Ijibe  Connecticut  across  the  Hoosi^  mountain,  to  the  terri- 
tory now  fonning  the  towns  of  Adams  and  Williamstown ; 
thence  south  through  Pittsfield,  Stoekbiidge  and  Sheffield, 
a^  each  of  which  points  stockades  were  eracted,  and  also 
at  Blanford,  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  principal  x:oad 
from  the  east  to  Einderhook  and  Albany.  The  general 
command  of  this  territoty,  belonged  to  Colonei  John 
Stoddart,  of  the  Hampshire  militia  regiment ;  but  the 
ilkmiediate  command  of  the  posts  West  of  Hoosic  m<mntain, 
waer  confided  to  Captain  Ephraim  "Williams,  whose  head- 
quarters were  in  a  work  of  considerable  strength,  called 
,  Fort  l^Iassachusetts,  upon  the  Hoosic  river,  within  the 
l)ounds  of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Adams.    Small  but 

^  Hoyt's  Antiguitiet. 
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active  flcoutmg  parties  were  kept  ranging  from  post  to  c»Ar« 
post ;  and  such  was  their  vigilance  that  the  Massachusetts  w^^^ 
border  suffered  but  little  during  the  years  1744  and  17^45,  ^^^• 
save  by  the  two  successive  incursions  of  the  enemy  upon 
the  Great  Meadow  settlement  above  FortDummer;    in 
both  of  which  a  few  persons  were  killed,  and  a  few  others 
carried  into  captivity.     Irritated,  however,  by  the  loss  of 
Louisburg,  the  French,  with  their  dusky  allies,  became 
more  active,  as  well  as  more  savage,  along  the  whole -bor>» 
der,  as  the  reader  has  seen  in  the  rapid  acoount  just  given 
of  theiir  incursions. 

But  the  largest  demonstration  of  the  enemy  that  seasooj 
wkB  the  descent  of  Rigaud  de  Vaudreuil  from  Grown 
Point,  upon  the  post  already  described  as  Fort  Massachu^ 
setts,  which  was  invested  by  that  officer  about  the  middlti 
of  August,  with  a*JDarce  of  regular  troops  and  Indians 
numbering  nine  hundred  and  sixty-five  men.  This  ww  • 
tiie  extreme  librthw^st^m  post  belonging  to  the  colony, 
whose  name  it  bore,  and  was  commanded,  its  heretofore 
stated,  by  Gaptain  Ephraim  Williams.  This  excellent  offl* 
Tj^  cer,  however,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  forc6  tinder  his 
immediate  command,  was  at  Albany  at  thd  time  of  the 
invasion,  having  been  ordered  to  joJn  the  proposed  expe^ 
dition  so  Ibng  in  preparation'  fiofr  the  conquest  of  Ganadel 
Meantime  the  fort  was  left  in  charge' of  Johh  Hawks^'ft 
soldier  of  approved  courage  and'  discretion,  but  whos6 
ituik  was  no  higher  than  a  sergeant.  But  higher  honoi^^ 
were  in  reserve  fbr  him  as  the  progre«s  of  history  will  S^ 
clo^e.  The  number  of  men  in  the  garrisdn,^  was  no  moie 
than  thirty-five,  eleven  of  whom  were  sick.  This  small  force 
moreover  was  yet  fisirther  weilkened  before  it  was  known  thtit 
an  enemy  had  arrived  to  besiege  it,  l!^  detaching  Doet^ 
Thomas  Williams,  the  surgeon,  and  thirteen  men,  with 
directions  to  make  the  best  of  their  wdy  tkrough  the  wil- 
derness to  Deerfield  on  the  Oonnecticut  riVer,  fcMremmnni- 
tion  and  other  supplies^  By  this  teduction,  the  sergeant- 
commander  was  left  with  but  eleven  effective'  meki;'  god 
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c^F,  when. the  great  disparity  of  the  respective  forces  is  oppsL 
Si.vw  dered,  to  say  nothing  of  othet  untoward  circumstances,  the 
lli^.  defence  he  made  of  the  post  may  be  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  gallant  affikirs,  of  no  greater  n^gnitude,  upon 
record.  The  enemy  showed  himself  before  the  slender 
works  on  tHe  nineteenth  of  Augu3t^**-the  very  day  on 
which  Mr«  CHnton  (^ned  his  conferences  with  the  Indi-^ 
«ns  at  Albany.  The  fort  was  most  unfli^^orably  situated 
for  defence,  its  site  having  been  designated  by  some  one 
who  must  have  been  lamentably  deficient  in  th^  stcience 
of  war,  since  it  stood  in  a  low  long  meadoWi  oomma^ded 
by  heighta  in  every  direotioi^  But  f^lthough  short  of 
ammunition  himself,  Sawks  was  aware  that  the  enemy 
had  no  artillery,  and  he  determine^  to  defend  the  post  as 
l6ng  as  £e  possibly  could,  in  the  ejq;>ect£vtiom  that  the 
advance  of  so  l^ge  a  body  of  the  ^fU^J  must,  be  known 
very  soon  i^t  Albany,  and  th^  possible  hopf»,that  a  compe^ 
tent  force  might  be  detailed  from  tb^  main  army  to  his 
relief  But  the  movement  of  Jii.  de.  Yfi^^dreuil  l^d  been 
executed  with  such  profound  secrecy,  that  nothing  of  it 
was  known  at  Albany.  %> 

The  enemy  cqmmeneed  his  attack  at  about  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  continued  it  briskly  until  the  same 
hiQur  in  the  eve^ing^-approaching  at  times,  within  the  rang^ 
of  small  shot.  The  fire  was  returned  wit^  vigor  and  effect 
fyam  the  fort^  until  about,  one  a'elock  past  meiridiau,  when 
the  sergeant  discovered  that  his  ammunition  was  so  near 
MiL9>UBtion  a9  to  require  an  order  that  no  man  should  &re 
Mve  when  a  fair  opportuuity  was  presen^ted  of  doing  e^«- 
oution.  Suich  aA  order  was  disheartening ;  but  it  M^as 
obeyed  with  advantage  as  was  soo^  perceptible  &om  the 
deliberation  of  every  subsequent  shot,  and  Ijbe  obvious  tee- 
qiiency  with  which  they  told.  The  men  were  aharp^alliiooi- 
en,  and  by  singUng  out  their  objects  among  their  assailants, 
nii^y  w^«  brought  dqwu  even  at  long  shots; — some  of 
-iikem.  ftUiojg  while  standing,  i^i  they  supposed,  in  perfect 
MVrn^    TwQ  soldiers  of  the  garriaou  only  wexe  wounded 
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on  that  day.  The  fort  was  entirely  snirounded  during  the  o^|^ 
night  foUowtftg, — ^the  night  itself  being  rendered  hideonsv^^-^ 
by  the  dismal  bowlings,  and  the  warlike  songs  and  j-^rel-'^^**-  ^ 
ries  of  the  Indians.  With  the  return  of  light  the  attMk 
was  renewed,  and  in  the  coul*se  of  the  forenoon,  one  of  the 
brave  felloWs*  in  the  fort  was  killed.  At  twelve  o'clock  td^ 
ridian,  the  assailants  ceased  firing,  and  an  Indian  waef  seilV 
forward  "with  a  flag  to  request  a  parley.  The  invitation 
was  acceded  to,  and  the  sergeant,  aocompaniied  by  two  or 
three  of  his  comrades,  repaired  to  the  head  quarters  of  ih4 
French  commander,  who  offered  honorable  terms  of  capita 
lation;  Hawks  returned  with  the  proposal  to  the  fort^  and 
convoked  his  little  army  as  a  council  of  war.  Pxayer  6k( 
wisdom  and  directipn  from  above  was  offered  by  Mr.  Npip* 
ton,  their  chaplain,  whereupon  in  view  of  their  exhaustecl 
magazine,  and  the  {JMt  that  their  uumb^r  was  reduced  to 
eij;ht  effective  men,  itwas^  resolved  to  accept  the  proffered 
terms  and  suirendert  By  those  terms  they  were  to  be  ^ 
ceived  as  prisonen  of  war,  and  to  be  treated  with  humaai* 
ty  until  ransomed  or  exchanged, — ^tefms,  moreover^  whioh 
the  French  commander  would  not  probably  hi»l(re.grantcKl| 
had  he  known  either  the  weakne(^  of  the  fort,  or  of  .th# 
force  defending  it  There  was  also  a  fiirtber  stipulation: 
that  the  prisoners  should  not  be  delivered  ijiio  the  hands  ofl 
the  Indians.  The^enemy  took  immediate  poesessioh  of  thd 
fort  and  ran  up  their  colore ;  but  they  nevertheleoa  seemed 
in  equal  haste  to  depart,  and  aetually  set  the  works  on  fir# 
before  the^  had  plundered  the  cellar  of  its  stores. 

The  articles  of  capitulation  were  not  Grtrictly  observed  t^y 
M.  Vaudreuil,  and  several  of  the  prisoners  were  allotted, 
to  the  savages^  by  whom  one  of  them  was  killed.  The 
others  were  all:  kiiidly  treated,  both  by  th<^  French  and  tbijjr 
uncivilized  allies.  There  were  in  the  fort  two  women  afid 
several  children, — to  the  number  of  the  latter  ofte  being 
added  on  the  second  day  of  thjB  march.  But mother  Ak^ 
child  were  kindly  borne  ^ong  by  the  Indians^^and  the  I^t^. 
stranger  brought  thus  rudely  into  tbe  wocUf  was  ^0p|^ 
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Cf«^p.by  the  chaplami.  The  prisoners  were  taken  to  Crown 
^..v— 'Point,  and  thence  to, Canada, — ^the  gallant  sergeant  being 
1746^^yeiy  where  treated  by  the  French  officers  as  brave  men 
flhouldevertreatthe brave.  Arriving  successively  at  Cham- 
blee,  Montreal  and  Quebec,  they  met  with  numbers  of  their 
countrymen  in  captivity;  but  they  were  themselves,  for 
t^e  most  part)  ultimately  redeemed  or  exchanged,  and  en- 
able to  return  to  thc^r  own  homes.  Sergeant  Hawks  with 
Several  of  his  companions,  was  shipped  from  Quebec  to 
Boston.  The  number  of  the  enemy  killed  or  badly  wound- 
^  during  the  siege,  was  forty-seveii.  After  the  capitula- 
tion, it  was  ascert^ned  that  the  besiegers  were  lying  in  am- 
buscade Inf  the  neighborhood  of  the  fort,  watching  for  an 
opportunity  to  take  it  by  surprise,  at  the  time  of  Doctor 
WllliaBtis's  departure  in  quest  "of  supplies  on  the  Connecti- 
dtrt  river.  They  had  probably  no  i3e»  that  the  doctor's 
small  party  of  thirteen  had  constituted  more  than  one-third 
of  the  garrison ;  and  they  allowed  the  UtUe  platoon  to  p&ss 
tvRhout  molestation,  in  order  to  prevent  an  alarm-  that 
tt'totild  have  discovened  their  presence  and  object.  * 

Remarkable  was  the  conduct  of  the^Indians  in  this  affair 
toward  the  prisoners.  It  is  'a  single  bright  spot  of  relief  in 
the  generally  dark- and  bloody  picture  of  savage  warfare. 
But  there  was  an  episode  to  the  siege  and  capture  of  the 
fort,  of  a  deeply  tragic  cbaracteri  Vaudreuirsi  Indians, 
xiumberingabout  fifty,  crossed  the  Hooeic  mountain,  with 
tiie  design  of  falling  upon  Beerfield.  Having  reconnoitred 
the  village,  however,  an  open  attack  was  judged  to  be  im- 
pifudent;  They  accordingly  withdrew  two  miles  south,  and 
fbimed  an  ambuscade  upon  the  margin  Of  a  meadow  of 
newly-mown  higr,  for  the  purpose  of  rushing  upon  the  hay- 
ikiakers  when  they  ehould  come  out  to  their  work.  Their 
object  was  rather  to  make  captives  than  to  kill ;  and  but 
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^My  authority  for  tho  facts  given  in  thtpresoni  account  of  the  chivalrous 
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for  an  accident,  that  object  would  probably  have  been  ac-  c^^ 
complished  by  the  geizure  oi*  the  laborers  of  two  fiwnilies,  w^— ' 
with  several  children,  numbering  in  all  ten  persons,  who  ^'^^ 
came  to  the  meadow  in  the  morning  as  the  savages  had  a^r; 
ticipated.  Alarmed  by  the  discharge  of  a  gun  aimed  at  a 
partridge  by  a  fowler  who  happened  to  be  shooting  at  no 
great  distance  from  the  place  of  their  concealment,  the  lor. 
dians  titarted  up,  and  first  kilUng  the  fowler,  rushed  doyrn 
upon  the  laborers  in  the  meadow,  Those  of  the  latter  whd 
Were  men,  being  armed,*  made  a  resolute,  stand  for  their 
own  lives,  and  the  defence  of  the  children^  A  struggle,^ 
vigorous  and  fierce,  ensued ;  but  the  disparity  of  force 
was  great,  and  three  of  the  men  -were  killed  and  scalped^. 
A  daughter  of  one  of  the  fdain  was  likewise  severely 
wounded  by  a  blow  from  a^  tomahawk,  and  left  upon  tl^ej 
field  as  dead ; — ^but  she  recovered,  and  lived  to  an  advanced: 
age.  One  of  the  lads  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians  jand 
was  carried  away, — ^the  residue  of  the  party  making  good 
their  escape.  * 

Meantime  the  summer  had  passed  away,  and  with  it  the 
best  season  for  active  operations  against  Grown  Point  and. 
the  French.  General  Ghooch,  who^had  been  commissioned 
by  the  crown  for  the  special  service  of  conducting  the  ex-, 
pedition,  had  declined  the  appointment;  and  the  chief 
command  of  the  forces  at  Albany,  had  thus  fiur  devolved, 
upon  Governor  Clinton.  *  With  great  pains  and  labor^  the 
Iroquois  Confederacy  had '  finally  jseen  prevailed  upon  tO: 
take  an  efficient  part  in  the  contest^  but  there  was  not  yet 
an  immediate  demand  for  their  services  in  a  body ;  akhough 
at  this  late  day  it  seems  strange  that  large  numbers  of  them 
wer^  not  employed  in  connection  with  the  rangers  wholiad 

^ Eoyt'B  AntipnHei.        '      •  .  .;  jt 

*Mi^or  Oe*«ral  Sir  WiUia|n  0o«ok  WM  UeuUAani-goTenior«iidg<^ii|||i^ 
of  Virginia  from  1727  to  1749.    <*  Ho  BusUined  an  excellent  character^  iuA  .         • 
was  pc^pular  in  hii  adminiatration."    He  had  superior  military  talenUf,  M^^ 
commanded  a  diyision  of  the  forflssin  the  mnsaocMSfol  attack  on  f[|y|i|jb'i       ,  ^* 
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owA?.  been  sent  out  from  Alhtiny  to  scour  the  forests,  and  wateh 
wv-/  the  motions  of  the  enemy  at  the  north.    It  certainly  argues 
1T46  gpQ2Lt  negfigence,  somewhere,  that  so  large  a  force  as  that 
ted  against  Fort  Massachusetts  by  M.  Yaudreuil,  could 
liave  made  such  a  morementj  approaching  as  it  did  within 
forty  miles  of  Albaliy,  without  the  fact  being  known  at 
headquarters  uritil  after  the  invaders  had  retired.  *Yet  it 
iqppears  to  have  been  so.    EquaHy  in  tiie  dark,  moreover, 
was  Mr.  Clinton  in  regard  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  'Sew 
England ;  and  on  the  sixteenth  of  September,  timely  ad* 
vices  not  having  been  received  from  Shirley  and  Warren, 
the  governor,  with  his  council,  came  to  the  reluctant  de» 
oision  that  the  seaeon  for  active  military  operations  was  so 
far  advanced  as  to  render  an  expedition,  even  against  Crown 
Point,  impracticable,  and  that  no  thing  more  could  then  be 
done  tha)i  to  make  the  necessary  idi^ositicms  for  the  se-^ 
cnrity  of  the  frontiers.  ^    Four  days  afterward  letters  were 
received  both  from  Governor  Bhirley  and  the  admiral,  the 
former  announcing  that  he  had  appointed  Getieral  Waldo, 
of  Mftssaofadsetts,  to  the  eommahd  of  the  northern  e^qve- 
dition,  in  the  place  of  General  Gooch. '    But  it  was  now 
too  late ;  aikt  the  high  hopes  o£  the  people  were  dashed 
with  bitter  disappointment    The  parent  govemn^ent  hftd 
entirely  failed  in  every  engagettieni.    Ncdther  a  fleet  of 
fltdequate  force,  nor  the  promised  troops  under  Bir  John 
Sitvchni^  had  appeared  ^  while  the  threeteped  invasion  of 
the  New  England  coast  by  France,  had  placed  those  colonies 
entirely  on  the  defensive,  and  it  now  only  jremained  fpr 
New  York,  instead  of  att^^mpting  a  descent  upoia  Crown 
Point,  to  prepare  winter  quarters  for  her  own  levies,  and 
te  adopt  such  measures  as  would,  afibrd  the  best  security  to 
her  frontiers. 

To  this  end  Mr.  Johnson  was  directed,  on  hia  return  to 

the  Mohawk  castle,  to  organise  war  parties  of  the  Indians, 

:  and  send  them  to  hafrass  the  French  settlements  in  Canada. 
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Bat  his  first  efforts  were  -discouragiag.    Many  of  the  lu-  ohap- 
dians  had  contracted  the  dmall-pox  at  Albany,  and  a  con-  wv^ 
siderable  number  of  their  finest  young  men  had  died  of  ^ '^^^ 
the  pestilence,  efther  while  journeying  homeward,  or  after 
reaching  their  cpstles.    It  was  daring  their  a£9iction  from 
this  at  that  period  appalling  disease,  that  Mr.  Johnson  was 
pressing  them  to  go  against  the  enemy ;  and  his  urgency,  on 
one  occasion,  drew  a  rebuke  from  a  sachem  of  the  Cani^ 
harie  clan,  that  was  full  of  feeling : — "  You  seem  to  think 
that  we  are  brutes,"  said  the  first  chief}  ^  aikdthat  we  have 
no  sense  of  the  loss  of  our  dearest  relations,  and  some  of 
the  bravest  men  we'had  in  our  nation.    Tou  must  allow  us 
time  to  bewail  our  misfortune/' 

Nevertheless,  early  in  October,  a  party  of  seventy,  war* 
riors,  compc^sed  of  some  £r6m  each  of  the  cantons,  was 
made  up  for  the  purpose  of  hah*^sing  the  Canadian  bordeir. 
Several  Englishmen  accompanied  this  party,  ad  well  to  as- 
sist, as  to  be  witnesses  of  their  conduct,  under  the  lead  of 
a  son  of  Captain  Butler,  of  the  royal  forees.  But  they  had 
not  been  out  many  days  before  Mr.  Butler  fell  sick  of  the 
smallrpox,  and  five  of  the  Indians  were  obliged  to  return 
to  carrjr  him  back.  The  residue  continued  their  coursei 
being  Instructed  to  avoid  the  paths  and  water-courses 
usually  traveled  between,  the  English  and  French  colonies,, 
and  to  thread  the  woods  and  cross  the  mountains  in  such 
manner  as,,  if  possible,  to  escape  observation,  pother  small 
party,  was  sent  forth  to  hover  about  the  p^r^incts. of  Crown 
Point  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  intelligence,  and  render^ 
ing  such  other  service  as  chance  wd  opportunit;y  might  re^ 
quire. ,  After  the  return  of  Mr.  Batier  the  first  purfy  foiwid 
it  expedient  to  dividey~ihirty  of  tiie  Indians^  with  ten  wbMu^ 
men,  taking  one  direction,  aiid  the  residite  striking  off  in 
luiother.  The  first  division  fell  upon  a  French  aettlement 
on^  the  north  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence^  ten  leagues  above  ^ 

Montreal;  killed  and  scalped  four  people,  and  brQu^hrt; 
away  ten  prisoners,  one  of  whom  was  a  captain  of  ti[^^^^*^*^ 

•. .   * 
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CHAP.  Another  party  of  nine  Indians  .entered  Candda  BtUl  nearer 
Wy^  to  Montreal,  and  mingled  with  the  Caughnawagas,  under 
l74d.  f]^Q  guise  of  friendship.  Their  dissimulation  was  carried 
still  fiEirther,  for  they  allowed  themselves  to  be  taken  to 
Montreal,  where  they  had  an  interview  wLth  the  governor, 
and  by  whom  they  were  dismissed  with  presents.  So  well 
did  they  play  their  part  that  they  were  eptrusted  with  of- 
fidal  dispatches  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Crown  Point, 
aod'^^rere  also  charge4  with  letters  from  officers  to  their 
friends  at  that  post  These  communications  were  all  de- 
livered to  the  commanding  officer  at  Albany  on  their  re- 
tnnh .  They  moreover  had  the  good  fortune  on  their  way 
back  to  surprise  a  small  French  defence,  in  which  they 
killed  five  men,  bringing  away  one  prisoner  and  one  sca]p.  ^ 
!^ut  notwithstanding  the  mortifying  fulure  of  all  the 
plaas  of  the  year  for  such  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war  as  it  was  supposed  must  result  in  the  subjugation  of 
Canada,  the  immense  preparations  of  the  French  for  the 
reconcjuest  of  Cape  Breton,  and  possibly  the  invasion  of 
New  England,  were  equally  abortive^  a^d  her  high  hopes 
were  likewise  overthrown.  The  grand  armament  destined 
upon  this  service  has  been  dedcribed  in  a  former  part  of 
the  present  chapter.  Its  misfortunes  were  truly  remiarka- 
ble.  Indeed  before  the  summer  wIeis  entirely  gone,  such 
'accounts  were  received  in  Boston  of  its  distresses,  as  very 
materially  to  lessen  their  apprehensions  of  an  invasioil,  even 
tf  the  promised  augmentation  of  Admiral  To^nsend's  na- 
vd  force  at  Cape  Breton  should  not  be  realize'd.  The  num- 
ber of  vessels  in  the  Fl'ench  armament  haa  afready  been 
stated.  Comprised  in  that  number  were  eleven  ships  of 
tb6  line,  thirty  smaller  vessels  carrying  from  ten  to  thirty 
g^s  each,  with  transport  ships  conveying  land  fbroes  to 
tbe^  number  of  iAvtee  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty  men. 
To  this  force  a  squadron  of  four  ^l^ips,  under  Admiral 
Oonflours  from  the  West  Indies,  was  to  be  added,-^ 
D' Anville,  the  ccMilmander  of  the  whole,  being  a  nobleman 

' '  1  Goldon's  acoount  of  tke  trMtj  at  Albany. 
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of  lugh  qualities  and  courage,  in  whose  conduct  tlie  ut-  coa?* 
most  confidence  was  placed.    On  arriving  in  Nova  Scotia,  ^-pv-^ 

174B 

the  land  forces  were  to  have  been  joined  by  seventeen  hun- 

dred  Canadians  and  Indians;  who  were  already'  in  arms^' 

awaiting  their  debarkation.    The  main  squadron  of  the 

French,  fitted  at  Rochelle,  was  ready  for  sea  in  the  begin-' 
ning  of  May^,  but  was  prevented  by  contrary  winds  from 

getting  out,  until  the  twenty-second  of  June.  This  delay 
seems  t6  have  been  ominous  of  the  train  of  adverse  cas- 
cumstances  which  followed.  .  A  series  of  disasters  retarded 
the  progress  of  the  fleet,  and  weakened  its  power.  The 
Count  did  not  pass  the  Western  Islands  until  the  fourth  of 
August.  On  the  twenty-fourth,  yet  distant  three  hundred 
leagues  from  Nova  Scotift,  one  6f  the  ships  proving  un- 
seaworthy,  was  burnt.  Iq  a  storm  on  the  first  of  Septeni- 
ber,  two  ships,  pne  of  seventy-four,  and  thie  other  of  sixiy- 
four  guns,  were  so  much  damaged  in  their  niasts,  that  they 
Were  obliged  to  bear  away  for  the  West  Indies ;  and  on  the 
fifteenth,  the  Ardent,  also  of  siicty-four  gims,  found  it  neces- 
sary to  put  back  to  Brest,  in  consequence  of  a  pestilential 
fever,  which  broke  out  among  the  cl^w.  D'Anville  arrived 
at'  Chebucto  on  the  twelfth  of  September,  with  but  tw6 
ships  of  tiie  line,  and  only  three  or  four  of  the  tAnsporfs. 
One  ship  only  had  arrived  before  him  ;  and  after  waitiii^ 
three  days,  finding  himself  joined  by  only  three  more  of 

the  transports, — and  having  heard  by  an  ihtercepted  dii^ 
patch  from  Sl^iifley,  that  the  English  fleet  had  arrived  on- 
the  coast  in  pursuit  of  him,  although  Shirley's  information 
was  incorrect, — ^the  admiral  died  suddenly,— by  kpopley^, 
according  to  the  French  accounts,  and  by  poison,  self- 
administered,  according  \o  the  English.  Monsieur  de  la 
Jonquifcre,  Governor  General  of  Canada,  ah  officer  of  age 
and  experience,  was  oxi  board  of  D  -^viUe's  ship,  the 
Northumberland ;  and  having  been  created  a  chef  (Tescacbfe 
previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  fleet,  by  the  death  of  the 
admiral,  he  succeeded  to  the  command.    Two  d^s  af^r- 


80  i 

t 


f  V 


LZfl  OF  BIB  WILLIAM  JOHNSON,  BA^T. 

OH^.  ward  the  vice  admiral  D'Estoumelle,  came  up  with  three 
w^^  or  four  more  pf  the  mis<^injg  ajiips^  and  a  cpuncil  of  war 
IfU,  ^£^  thereupon  called  to  deter^^ne  what  next  ahould  he 
done.  Considering  the  e;ttent  to  which  their  forces  had 
been  weakened  by  such  a  successioA  of  calamities,  equally 
unlooked  for  and  severe/  the  absence  pf  many  of  the  regu- 
lar troops  who  were  on  board  the  missing  and  disabled  ves- 
sels, and  the  sickness  of  many  more  ^mong  whom  the  fever 
Yf9iB  raging  with  violence,  the  vice-admiral  proposed  return- 
ing to  Frai^ce.  Being  strenuously  opposed,  however,  in 
this  suggestion  by  Jonqui&re,  and  overruled  by  the  council, 
D'Efltoumelle  fell  upon  his  owh  sword  and  died.  Jonqui^re 
thought  himself  yet  in  a  conditio)^  to  conquer  Annapolis- 
Boyid  and  recover  Nova  Bcotia,  and  made  his  dispositions 
for  that  object.  Most  of  the  sick  having  died  at  Chebucto, 
the  .fleet  sailed  thence  with  the  residue  on  the  thirteelith  of 
October ;  but  a  violent  storm  was  encountered  two  days 
a^rward,  when  off  Cape  Sable,  which  continued  several 
days  and  separated  the  fleet,-^two  ships  only,  one  of  iiAy, 
^d  the  other  of  thirty-six  guns,  remaining  in  company. 
These,  on  approaching  Annapolis-Boy^ly  discovered  the 
Chester  man  of  war,  the  Shirley  firigate,  and  a  smaller 
British  vessel^  under  sail, — ^whereupon  they  retired  under 
a  press  of  canvass,  to  return  no ,  more. 

Such  was  the  disastrous  termination  of  that  memorable 
expedition  firom  which  so  much  had  been  expected  by 
FniDce.  ^  ^^Never  had  so  great  anapaamentbeen  diBpatched 
^m  Europe  to  North  America ;  and  never  had.  any  prorved 
more  inefficient."  *  The  peojjpleof  New  England  accustomed 
to  see  the  hand  of  Providence  4n  every  event  of  human 
life,  viewed  their  deliverance  aa  a  signal  and  direct  inter- 
position of  the  deity  in  their  behalf, — ^by  pestilence  and 
storm.  ^^  Never  waa  a  disappointment  more  severe  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy ;  nor  a  deliverance  ihoi^  complete,  with- 

^Hutohinson.  x 
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out  human  help,  in  favor  of  this  country/'  ^    Not  a  single  ow* 
honest  effort  had  been  put  forth  by  the  ministers  for  their  ^.,y^ 
defence^  beyond  the  sending  of  Admiral  Townsend  with  ^^^ 
reinforcements  for  the  8(][uadron  of  Commodore  Knowlea 
at  Louisburg ;  ''  and  these  two  commanders,"  si^s  Grahame^ 
"  doubtless  in  conformity  with  orders  which  they  had  i^ 
ceived,  contented  themselves  with  guarding  that  harbor 
from  attack,  without  making  the  slightest  demonstirataon 
in  support  of  JS'ew  England." 

Governor  Clinton  returned  to  New  York  early  in  Octo^. 
ber,  meeting  his  council  in  that  city  on  the  fourteenth  of 
the  same  month.  Before  leaving  Albany  he*  had  mada 
arrangements  for  a  winter  camp  at  that  place,  and  adopted 
measures  which  it  was  supposed  would  be  adequlite  to  th^ 
protection  of  the  frontiers.  His  detention  at  the  north  fof 
nearly  three  months  had  been  unexpected,  and  his  ezertionl^ 
had  been  aMuous  and  patriotic.  The  critieal  state  in  which 
he  found  the  Indian  affitirs,  required  the  exercise  of  all  th0 
prudence  and  attention  in  his  power  to  bestow ;  and  in  theij^ 
management  he  had  derived  but  little  assistance  from  ^tiA 
Board  of  Indian  i^ommissioneirs.    Great  dissatSs&ction  had 

prevailed  redpecting  the  conduct  of  this  board ;  tod  knoWV' 
ihg  that  the  ^ovemoKs  confidence  had  been  withdrawn 
from  them,  several  members  of  the  commission  reftised  to 
attend  the  council,  frankly  confessing  that  they  had  lost  .all 
influence  over  the  Indians.^ 

It  was  in  this  J)osture  of  that  important  branch  of  tiber 
public  affairs,  that  the  influence  and  serviceer  of  Mr.  Johiiy 
son  were  invoked ;  atid  the  management  of  that  depMt^  ^ 
ment  thenceforward  devolved  chiefly  lipon  him. 

In  addition  to  all  his  other  duties,  the  governor  had  be^h 
likewise  compelled  by  the  refusal  of  Gen.  Gooch  te  senr^ 
in  the  campaign,  to  assume  all  the  cares  and  responsibili* 
ties  of  military  commander-in-chief;  and  the  cares  and 
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cw.  responsibilities,  after  the  arrival  of  the  colonial  trbops 
w^^  from  New  Jersey,  Peimsjlvania  and  Maryland,  irrespective 
174^  of  the  Indian  administration,  were  by  no  in.eans  light 
Environed  by  difficulties,  and  limited  in  his  moans,  contem- 
porary historians  have  not  awarded  him  that  meed  of.  jus- 
tice to  which  he  was  ^unquestionably  entitled  Sot  the  zeal 
with  which  he  labored  to  discharge  his  public  duties. 

The- general  assembly  met  on  the  seventeenth  of  October ; 
and  the  governor,  being  indisposed,  instead  of  opening  the 
session  in  person,  sent  for  the  speaker,  and  through  him 
transmitted  a  copy  of  the  speech  he  had  intended  to  deliver 
to  the  houae,-^a  procedure  which  that  body,  acting  under 
the  influence  of  Do  LiCncey,  and  not  coming  together  in 
the  best  possible  humor,  voted  to  be  not  only  unprece* 
dented,  but  irregular.  De  Lancey^  it  will  be  remembered, 
on  his  rupture  with  the  governor,  had  sworn  that  he  would 
thenceforward  render  his  excellency's  administration  un- 
comfortable ;  and  he  made  good  his  oath.  ^^  His  luncommon 
vivacity  and  ease,  his  adroitness  at  a  jest,  and  his  conde- 
scension to  his  inferiors,  wonderfiilly  facilitated  his  pur- 
poses ;"  and  it  took  him  not  long  to  infuse  such  a  spirit  of 
factious  opposition  to  the  governor  that  the  assembly 
paused  not  at  measures  to  embarrass  him  of  the  mostinde- 
^sible  character.  Still  the  assembly  proceeded  to  the 
9pnsideration  of  the  public  businesjs.  The  speech  opened 
by  rehearsing  the  history  of  the  goyemor's  mission  to.  Al- 
bany,—7the  difficulties  that  had  attended,  and  the  measure 
of  success  which  had  crowned  it.  Owing  to  misconduct 
iQ|ithe  part  of  the  commissioners,  the  Indians^  who  had^ 
jjf  '!IM^  tampered  with  by  the  French,  had  well  nigh  gone  over 
'"  to  them ;  but  the  governor  said  he  had  fortunately  secured 
their  alliance,  and  it  remained  only  by  judicious  mieasures 
to  retain  their  friendship.  The  eyents  of  the  summer,  as 
connected  with  the  prosecution  of  the  war, — feeble  enough 
in  every  respect, — ^were  spoken  of;  and  a  call  was  made 
for  increased  appropriations  for  the  Indian  service,  for  the 
construction  of  additional  defences  on  the  frontiers,  and 
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especially  for  the  maintenance  of  a  winter  encampment  in 


the  neighborhood  of  Albany,*  for  the  shelter  of  the  troops  wv-^ 
destined  against  Canada,  whenever  the  time  for  a  decisive  ^^^* 
movement  should  arrive.  In  conclusion  the  speech  ez^ 
horted  the  assembly  to  union  and  harmony,  interposing  a 
caution  against  the  dangers  consequent  upon  encroach* 
ments  by  either  branch  of '  the  government  upon  the  consti^ 
tutional  privileges  of  the  others.      .  • 

The  speech- was  a  very  fair  one,  and  nothing  appears 
upon  it3  face  dictated  otherwise  than  by  a  very  proper  ilpirit. 
Yet  sifch  was^e  temper  of  the  assembly  that  the  speeeh 
was  like  the  dropping  of  a  spark  into  a  .magaisine,  Th^ 
house  was  instantly  inflamedb  His  excellency's  '^  persua^ 
sions  to  hariuiony  ^excited  only  to  discord ;"  and  in  the  cqzi- 
cludiBg  admonitions  against  encroachments  upon  the  pre- 
rogatives of  other  branches  of  the  govemment|-^4d|^  pre- 
rogatives of  the  crown  meaning, — >the  assembly  discoveredt 
or  aJBTected  to  discover,  a  degree  of  distrust  which  incensed 
them  exceedingly.  They  voted^  however,  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
winter  encampment  at  Albany  ;  but  provided  forthetrans- 
portation  of  supplier  to  thatcity,  and  no  farther, — ^refusing, 
in  effect,  the  means  for  conveying  those  supplies  to  the 
several  posts  at  which  they  were  needed.    Farther  provision  ' 

for  the  subsistence  of  certain  detaohiTients  of  militia  which 
had  been  ordered  to  Albany  in  JMay  and  June,  was  likewise 
refused.    The  governor  promptly  sent  in  a  message  rebuk- 
ing the  legislature  for  its  parsimony,  and  insisting  thj^t 
when  at  the  :preceding  session  they  had  voted  to  provi^igft 
tiie  forces  of  the. province  destined  against  Canada,  tt^^ 
had  aa«  consequence  pledged  themselves  to  bear  all  Ihf    -^ 
charges  incident  thereto.  '^  He  toid  them,  with  military  truth        ; 
"  that  the  provisions  for  an  army  are  so  necessary  a.partpf        ^* 
all  warlike  enterjprises,  that  any  defeat  or  obstruction  in 
the  daily  supply  of  them,  might  defeat  the  best  concerted 
measures.;  and  that  if  the  provisions  of  an  army  are  not 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer^^  it  would 
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cnsAP.  be  in  the  power  of  those  charged  with  furnishing  the  sup* 
wv^pliesy  to -frustrate  any  enterprise."  His  excellency  there* 
^^^  fore  required  a  grant  for  transporting  supplies  along  with 
the  forces,  to  whatever  parts  they  might  be  ordered.  The 
assembly  was  also  informed  that  there  were  thirteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty  men  at  Albany, -to  whom  but  a  portion  of 
their  promised  enlistment  bounty  had  been  paid ;  and  the 
necessity  of  making  up  the  deficiency  was  urged  in  suitable 
terms,  for  the  prevention  of  irregularities  and  desertions. 

Tlus  message  was  referred,  nemine  oentrajdkenie^  to  a  com* 
mitte  consisting  of  Colonels  Phillifpse,  Morris  and  Schuy* 
ler,  with  instructions  to  prepare  an  humble  representation 
in  reply, — the -house  meantime  voting,  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  civil  list,  only  the  deficient  bounty  money.  But 
before  the  committee  had  pl^pai^  its  report,  information 
was  received  from  the  commissioners  having  itl  charge  thei 
purchasing  of  provisions  for  the  forces,  that  Henry  Hol- 
land, late  high  sheriff'  of  Albany,  by  order  of  Oolonel 
Roberts,*  had  broken  open  the  store^houses  in  that  city, 
and  taken  thence  a  large  quantity  of*  provisions  in  their 
custody  tot  thfe  public  service. 

The  address  reported  by  the  committee,  waeT  an  answer 
both  to  the  special  message,  and  to  the  opening  speech  of 
the  session.  The  temper  of  this  dodument  was  snob  as 
might  well  try  that  of  the  g^vemon  Ito  regard  to  thd 
Indian  service,  the  committee  afiTected'  ighorance  either  of 
a  bad  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  or  the  causes 
of  such  disposition  if  it  existed.  They  said  they  had 
looted  liberal  "supplies  for  this  department,  and  for  the  cus^ 
iMnaiy  presents  to  that  people,  adding  significantly,  <^  in 
wliat  manner  tiiat  service  has  been  performed,  your  excel- 
lency, and  those  whom  you  have  thought  proper  to  employ, 

^An  officer  of  one  of  the  independent  compatAes,  now  ra!8e(i  bj  Mr* 
GHntoti  to  the  rsnk  of  colonel  in  th^  intended  ezpeditioa.  He  had  been  a 
domei  of  horse  at  the  aoceseion  of  Qeorge  I.,  and  was  connected,  by  bis 
ftrst  niarriagc,  with  the  earl  of  Halifa^i^.  .  His  second  wife  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  that  Mr.  Harrison  who  had  so  deep  a  share  in  Uie  fUeds  of  Cosby 
tad  Tan  Bam.— <Sb«<A. 
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can  certainty  best  determine."  In  respect  to  the  alleged  ^^^|^ 
mismanagement  of  the  Indian  department,  the  address  v^^w. 
avowed  the*  readiness  of  the  assembly  to  enter  upon  a  fuU  ^^^ 
investigation,  whenever  the  governor  should  communicate 
to  them  all  the  papers  and  documents  connected  with  that 
branch  of  the  public  service  since  the  commencement  of 
his  eiAsellency's  administration, — until  *  which  time  no 
larger  s«im  than  usual  would  be  voted  for  that  department, 
lest  there  sfmM  he  farther  miecanduet.  The  winter  encamp- 
ment' was  disapproved  Of,  lUi  being  circulated  to  retard 
rather  than  facilitate  the  meditated  invasion  of  Oanada. 
The  soldiers  could  not  be  made  tf'omfortable  in  the  rilimate 
of  Alban  J,  and  sickness  and  desertion  would  be  the  oonae* 
quenoes  of  attempting  to  keep  them  there.  The  addreta 
declared  that  larger  a^roprisitions  had  been  voted  thaa 
even  the  king  had  expected.  The  imputation  of  parsi#- 
mony  was  therefore  repelled ;  as  also  was.  the  iiitimatioa 
that  the  ipost  perfect  harmony  did  not  e&ist  between  tha 
different  branohes  of  the  legislature.  It  was  further 
declared  that  the  assembly  was  to  guard  against  the  private 
Views  of  any  artful'  or  designing  men ;  and  they,  should  be 
sorry  to  find  that  any  such  men  could  prevail  upon  hia 
ezcellenoy  to  break  that  hannony  so  necessi^ry  fi>r  H^ 
publio  wel&re  ;«*^r<addijig^  that  if  any  >  such  persons  had 
been  infusiiig  such  distrust  into  his  excellency's  mind^  they 
must  have  had  sinister  ends  in  view,  and  could  be  no 
friends  to  their  country.  Disclaiming  any  designs  to 
encroach  upon  the  prerogatives  of  others,  it  was  said  that 
although  collisions  had  happened  in  former  times,  yet  they 
had  arisen  from  the  bad  advice  given  by  designing  meij^ 
to  the  gover^ors,  rather  than  from  any  wanion  ^stretch  of  '' 
power  by  the  people.  In  regard^to  the  transpgrtation  of 
the  army  supplies,  the  address  vindicated  the  action  of  the 
assembly,  declaring  ^^the  circumstances  of  the  colony 
would  not  suffer  them  to  take  one  step  farther^"  but  the 
comiuittee  nevertheless  conjcluded  their  report  with  an  ad-  . 
suraace  that  as  fiur  s^  was  consistent  with  the  duty  thev 
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o^F.  owed  his  majesty,  they  would  always  endeavor  to  make 
^;.v^  his  excellency's  administration  easy.  This  last  declaration 
1746.  ^g3  1^  mere  flourish  of  rhetoric,  hollow  an,d  insincere. 

The  address  was  presented  to  the  governor  on  the  ^fth 
of  November.  Three  days  afterward  the  comm^ittee  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  complaints  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  supplies  touching  the  conduct  of  Roberts  and 
Holland,  in' breaking  open  the  stores  of  the  commissariat 
at  Albany,  brought  in  their  report.  The  documentary 
history  of  the  controversy  upon  this  sulyect  is  long.  In 
brief,  however,  it  appeared  that .  in  order  to  supply  the 
deficiency  in  the  number  of  state  levies  caused  by  sickness, 
desertion,  and  death,  the  governor  had  annexed  to  these 
forces  four  companies  of  independent  fusileers^  the  supplies 
for  whom  did  not  fall  within  the  precise  letter  of  the  act 
of  appropriatiou.  The  commissioners  of  purchases  liad 
eonsequetitly  reftised  to  issue  provisions  for  these  four 
companies,  in  the  face  of  an  eiq)re88  order  of  the  governor. 
When,  moreover,  the  forces  at  -Albai^y  were  ordered  to 
march  for  the  carrying  place  en  route  to  Orowm  Point,  the 
commissioners  refused  to  convey  the  provisions  to  the 
pli^e  designated,  and  to  other  frontier  points  also,  for 
their 'subsistexvce.  Under  these  circumstances,  having  an 
cwder  from  the  governor  to  meet  the  contingency,  issued 
under  a  ispecial  impressment  act  of  the  general  assembly, 
Roberts  and  Holland  took  the  tesponsibility  6f  taking  the 
necessa:ry  supplies  from  the  store  ^houses  themselves, — 
Doctor  Golden,  one  of  the  governor's  council,-  having 
sanctioned  the  procedure, '  after  in  vain  thrfeatening  the 
cbinmissioners  with  removal  from  office  as  ^  punishment 

•  •      • 

for  their  contumacy.  But  it  has  been  S6en  that  under  the 
influence  of  Mr.  DeLancey,  the  assembly  wad  rife  for  a 
quarrel  With  the  governor ;  and  a  resolution  was  passed 
censuring  him  in  the  first  instance  for  the  warrant  that 
had  been  issued  for  the  subsistence  of  the  ftisileers.  A 
second  resolution  was  adopted  approving  of  the  conduct 
of  &e'  c(Hnmis*Moner8 ;  a  tihirdy  declaring  the  warrant  of 
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Colonel  Roberts  to  Holland,  directing  him  to-  open  the  ciWc 
stores  for  supplies  to  be  arbitrary  and  illegal;  afonrth, ^^^^ 
declanng  both  Roberts  and  Holland  guilty  of  a  high  mis*  ^^^^ 
demeanor;  a  fifth,  declaring  the  breali;;ing  of  the  store^ 
houses,  and  the  seizure  of  the  provision^,  to  be  a  manifest 
violation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject;  a 
sixth,  declaring  that  Holland  was.  guilty  of  a  high  crime 
and  misdemeanor  for  breaking  the  store-house ;  a  seventi^ 
declaring  it  a  high  misdemeanor  for  any  person  in  authority 
to  attempt  by  threats  to  influence  any  officers  appointed 
by  law  to  violate  their  duty  ;  an  eighth,  applying  the  last 
mentioned  resolution  expressly  to  CadwdJlader  Colden^  an4 
declaring  him  guilty  of  the  ciime  charged;  a.  ninth,  d^  * 

daring  that  it  would  be  in  vain  for  the  aesambly  tP  vot^ 
fiskrther  supplies  until  an  eflfectual  stop  should  be  put  to 
stioh  proceedings ;  and  a  teuth,  ensiling  upon  the  governor 
16  direct  the  attorney-general  to  prosecute  the  delinquents. 
Mr.  CUnton  replied  to  the  address  of  the  house  of  th« 
fifth  of  Ifovember,  on  the  tenth,  with  .firmness  and 
energy ) — exhibiting  more  of  dignity,  fmd  less  of  imit»- 
bility  tiian  might  have  been  expected  under  the  oircuni}- 
^tances  of  the  case  &om  his  choleric  temperament.  Se 
had  supposed  the  bad  feeling  of  thi  Six  Nations^  and  the 
misconduct  of  the  Vidian  commissioners,  matters  of  too 
great  notoriety  ^  require  special  averments  or  comDie&- 
taries  in  his  opening'  speech.  But  in  order  to  the  better 
understanding  of  the  case  by  tiie  assembly,  he  had  ordered 
copies  of  the  documents  which  they  had^intimptedia 
desire  to  examine,  to  be  laid  before  them,  whenevark 
might  suit  them  to  make  the  calL  Had  they  asked&r 
information  ,respecting  the  military  transactions  at  Albany, 
before  expressing'  ti^ieir  dissatis&ction  with  those  transao- 
tions,  the  governor  suggested  that  they  might  possiUy 
have  formed  diflerent  opinions,  or  arrived  at  difterMt 
conclusions  in  regard  to  them.  His  excellency  censamed 
the  house  for  having  given  publicity  to  their  address; 
expressed  bis  regret  that  hie  reoomm^ndatiopui  fora  gofid 
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CHAP,  agreement  among  the  different  branches  of  the  govern** 
wy-^ment  in  times  of  danger  should  have  given  offence ;  and 
^'^  renewed  his  protestations  of  a  sincere  desii'e  to  cultivate,  a 
i^irit   of  harmony    in  his  administration.     ''And  now 
gentlemen,*'  he  added,  ''I  think  this  is  an  occasion  on 
which  I  may  be  allowed  to  tell  you,  that  within  the  six 
monthcl  last  past,  I  have  gone  through  with  more  diffi- 
culties, I  have  had  less  assistance,  and  I  have  done  more 
for  this'  provinc€f,  than  I  believe  any  governor  of  New 
1^  York  has  done  before  me ;  I  ieel  in  my  own  heart  my  zeal 

;  for  my  king  and  my  country's  service ;  and  therefore  I  can 

with  pleasure  lay  the  account  of  my  administration  at  his 
zoiyesty's  feet  Meantime  I  shaH  to  the  u^tmost  of  my 
^'  power,  be  careful  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  every  man 
under  my  government.  I  shall  be  more  especially  careful 
of  the  preservation  of  your  privileges  ;  and  at  the  same 
time  to  preserve  that  pturt  of  his  migesty's  authority 
entrusted  to  me.". 

This  message,  however,  having.been  prepared  in  answer 
to  the  prQceedings  of  the  assembly  of  thie  fifth  of  Koven\- 
ber,  formed  of  course  no  answer  to  the  xi^olutions  of  the 
eighth,  respecting  the  seizure  of  the  provisions  at  Albany 
by  Roberts  and  Holland,  and  demanding  the  arrest  and 
trial  of  those  officers.  Indeed  it  is  moat  likely  that  those 
resolutions  had  iiot  been  communicated  to  the  governor  in 
form  when  this  message  was  deUvered,  ike  tone  of  which 
was  not  calculated  to  allay  the  already  excited  feelings  of 
the  legislature.  A  recess  of  ten  .day8»  from  the  fourteenth 
to  the  twenty-fourth  of  ^November,  was  allowed ;  and  on 
reassembling  of  that  body,  a  message  was  in  readiness  to 
meet  them,  extended  and  elaborate,  answeriqg  the  resolu- 
tions of  Hie  eighth  seriatim,  and  justifying  the  proceedings 
at  Albany,  which,  his  excellency  declared^  had  been  direct- 
ed by  himself  and  his  council  under  the  pressure  of  the 
utmost  necessity. 

'  Viewing  the  transactiouB  in  question  at  this  length  of 
tame,  although  the  commissioners  entrusted  by  the  assem- 
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b^  in&  the  supplies)'  whose  duty  it  w^  to  deliver  them  chaf. 
out)  and  the  assembly  which  sustained  their  course,-  had  ^^^ 
the  advantage  of  the  popular  side  of  the  controversy,  yet  ^^^' 
it  seems  equally  certain  that  those  oommissioners  acted  in 
a  manner  greatly  embarrassing  to  the  publifc  service  ; — for 
what  substantial  reason  does  not  appear.  Mr<  Clinton,  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  crown,  and  in  concert  with 
Governor  Shirley  and  Admiral  Warren,  had  planned  What 
was  intended  to  be  a  final  and  decisive  descent  uf)on  Caihidai; 
— the  conquest  of  which  was  indispensable  to  the  security  ■ 
and  repose  of  the  English  colonies, — for  which  purpose  the 
forces  had  been  collected  at  Albany.  In  October  they  werd 
ordered  to  advance  to  the  carrying-place  between  the  Hud- 
son river  and  Lake  Champlain, — to  which  point  the  com- 
missioners of  subsistence  were  requested  to  forward  the 
necessary  supplies  from  the  store  houses  in  Albany*  Thd 
request  was  refused  under  the  fiimsy  pretext  that  thqr  were 
not  in  funds  that  could  be  applied  to  that  purpose.  Those 
commissioners  were  John  Cuyler  and  Dirck  Ten  Broeck. 
On  being  demanded  by  Colonel  Roberts  whether  they 
would  deliver  the  provisions,  should  the  meand  of  trans- 
portation be  provided,  they  refused  because  they  had  no 
power,  as  they  alleged,  to  comply.  The  colonel  then 
demanded  whether  they  would  deliver  the  provisions  to  a 
commissary,  or  to  the  quartermasters,  under  the  warrant  of 
the  governor^  to  be  receipted  for.  Thirf  request,  right  in 
itself,  and  reasonable  withal,  was  also  refused,  upon  thd 
mere  technical  pretext  that  by  the  act  of  the  assembly  they 
were  allowed  to  deliver  supplied  "  only  to  the  captains.*' 
All  these  excuses  were  obviously  evasions.  The  Schuylers, 
whose  interest  was  powerful^  were  offended  because  Mf, 
Johnson  wab  rising  into  favor  in  the  Indian  department 
Do  Lancey,  who  had  been  succeeded  in  the  governor's 
affections,  by  Colden,  was  implacable ;  and  he  was  omnipo- 
tent with  the  assembly,  of  which  body  the  cdinmissioijers 
were  the  agents.  Henoe  it  was  the  policy  of  each  of  these 
interests  to  embarrass,  rather  than  to  strengthen,  the  com- 
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OBAP.  mander-in-chiefl  Yet  the  frontiers  must  be  protected ;  and 
w^^^the  orders  to  Colonel  Roberts  "were  peremptory  to  move 
1746w  i^ig  forces  northward  to  the  carrying-place.  A  council  of 
war  was  held  after  the  refusal  of  the  commissioners  to 
move  the  provisions,  consisting  of  Lieutenant-Colonels 
Boberts  and  Marshall,  and  Majors  Clarke  and  Ruther- 
jEbrd, — ^the  latter  officer  being  also  one  of  the  executive 
council, — at  which  it  was  determined,  as  the  only  alterna- 
tive in  the  emergency,  to  make  use  of  a  warrant  granted 
in  anticipation  of*  some  such  act  of  contumacy,  authorizing 
the  impressment  of  the  necessary  supplies  from  the  colonial 
stores,  giving  a  receipt  for  the  same,  and  taking  all  proper 
measures  to  guard  against  waste  or  extravagance.  The 
case  was  stated  with  all  frankness  and  candor  in  the  mes- 
sage, yet  without  asperity.  But,  although  under  the  cir- 
cumstances then  existing,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  what 
other  course  could  have  been  adopted  on  the  instant  of  the 
emergency,  the  governor's  explanations  nevertheless  gave 
no  satisfaction  to  the  assembly,  as  was  made  fully  to  appear 
"by  the  resolves  passed  two  days  afterward.  In  addition  to 
^e  declaration  of  dissatisfaction,  it  was  resolved,  that  no 
further  supplies  should  be  voted  while  the  abuses  of  which 
liey  complained  were  openly  avowed  and  encouraged.  A 
lihrust  was  likewise  aimed  at  Doctor  Colden,  who  had  con- 
curred in  the  proceedings  of  Colonel  Roberts,  and  who  had 
doubtless  advised,  if  he  had  not  prepared,  the  vindictory 
message,  by  a  resoli^tion  declaring  "that  whoever  had 
advbed  the  said  message,  had  endeavored  to  create  jealous- 
ies a|id  dissensions  among  the  several  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature ;  had  encouraged  a  manifest  breach  of  the  laws  of 
the  colony;  and  were  enemies  to  the  constitution  thereof.'* 
But  Aotwithstanding  the  attitude  thus  assupied,  the  assei^i- 
bly  still  avowed  its  readiness,  as  soon  as  proper  assurances 
were  given  that  the  alleged  abuses  should  be-^fiectually 
prevented,  to  vote  an  ample  a^owance  for  the  subsistence 
of  the  forces, 

Mr.  Clinton  was  either  alarmed  at  the  resolutions,  or  else 


•  I 


Un  01  SIB  WILUAM  .JOHNSON,   BA]lT%  S4& 

he  judged  it  no  suitable  time  for  a  controversy.  His  mes-  chap, 
sage  in  reply  was  conciliatory  if  not  yielding.  He  only  >-v— ' 
required  that  for  the  future,  the  provisioBs  for  the  army  ^?^ 
should  be  delivered  out  agreeably  to  the  existing  engage* 
ments  of  the  assembly,  in  which  case  nothing  that  had 
httppened  could  or  shoulcl  happen  again.  He  also  pledged 
himself  that  all  possible  care  should  be  taken  of  the  pro* 
visions,  and  exact  accounts  rendered.  This  advance  had 
the  effect  of  alla^^g  the  storm,  and  the  assembly  applied 
itself  to  its  duties  in  a  spirit  that  encouraged  the  governor 
to  call  for  additional  supplies  for  the  Imaintenance  of  art> 
zans  among  the  Senecas,  and  also  for  bounty  money  for 
female  scalps — bounties  being  allowed  only  upon  the  scalpe 
of  males  by  the  existing  laws.  The  immediate  cause  for 
preferring  this  request, — so  abhorent  to  the  feelings  of  the 
present  day, — ^was  the  fact  that  a  party  Of  the  Six  Nations 
had  recently  brought  in  three  female  prisoners  from  Canad% 
and  one  female  scalp.  Evidence  was  thus  afforded  that  tbe 
Confederates  had  at  length  engaged  heartily  in  the  war ; 
and  the  governor  thought  they  should  be  encouraged  m 
the  manner  proposed.  The  same  message  also  demanded 
supplies  for  Oswego,  and  announced  that  Mr.  Johnson  had 
become  the  contractor  for  that  post, — ^with  a  stipolatioii 
that  no  higher  charges  should  be  made  in  time  of  war,  than 
it  had  been  usual  to  pay  in  time  of  peace. .  Heed  was  takea 
of  l^ese  requisitions,  and  the  necessaxy  supply  bills  both 
for  the  civil  and  military  service,  were  passed.  ^  An  act 
was  also  passed  authorizing  a  lotteiy  to  raise  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifiy  pounds  for  founding  a  college  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  This  was  the  jEirst  step  taken  toward 
the  establishment  of  Kings,  now  Columbia  College, — so 
far  behind  the  colonists  of  New  England  were  those  of 
New  York,  on  the  great  subject  of  education.  * 

iManu8<nript  letter  from  Johneon  to  Capt.  Jokn  CAtherwood,  acknow. 
lodging  receipt  of  edTioee  that  the  Mtemblj  iiad  bj  reeolvtion  approted  of 
the  goTemor's  reoommendation  thai  ho  (Johnson)  thould  enpplj  the  trooye 
ftt  Oswego.     Thanke  the  goTemor,  and  promises  to  aot  with  energy,  &e»    . 

*  This  was  at  the  distance  e/  more  than  one  hundred  and  twe»t/  jm» 
•Iter  the  disooTery  and  settlement  of  New  York,  whereas  the  colonies  of 
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CHAP.  It  wa^now  the  fourtli  of  December,  and  the  general  assem- 
w^,-^  bly  wa«  drawing  its  session  to  a  close.  Mr.  DeLancey,  how- 
I74fi.  ever,  could  not  allow  the  session  to  terminate  without  mak- 
ing'another  demonstration  against  his  rival,  Doctor  Colden. 
On  the  day  last  mentioned,  the  chief  justice  called  the 
attention  of  the  legislative  council  to  a  pamphlet  giving  ^ 
account  of  the  Indian  negotiations  at  Albany,  of  which  sa 
much  has  already  been  said  in  the  present  chapter,  wherein 
it  was  set  forth  that  although  the  governor  had  requested 
the  members  of  his  cou^ncil  to  attend  and  assist  in  those 
Hegotiations,  three  only  had  complied  with  the  request,  viz : 
Messrs.  Colden,  Livingston,  and  Rutherford.  Accor4iug 
to  that  narrative,  therefore,  his  excellency  had. been  left  to 
Mt  wij}^  the  smallest  number  of  counsellors  that  could  con- 
Ctltutionally  form  a  board.  Mr.  DeLancey  considered  this 
ftatement  a  reflection  upon  the  non-attending  councilors, 
and  moved  that  the  printer  of  the  pamphlet  be  summoned 
to  the  bar^  to  answer  as  to  its  authorship*  An  animated 
debate  ensued  tii>on  the  motion,  in  tb^  course  of .  which  Dr. 
Colden  averred  the  authorship,  and  assumed  the  responsi- 
bility of  its  publication.  Messrs.  DeLancey,  Horsmanden 
ksad  Mamgr  successively  uttered  some  animadversions  upon 
&e  pamphlet ;  and  on  the  motion  of  the  former,  a  vote  of 
oeoaure  was  adopted,  denouncing  the  off^sive  passage  as  a 
misrepresentation  of  the  facts,  and  an  invidious  reflection 
Apon  those  members  of  the  council  who  did  not  accompany 
-the  governor  to  Albany. 
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Massaohusetts  and  ConoAoticut  had  coinmanced  their  institutions  of  classi- 
oal  learning  rery  soon  after  planting  tlieir  colonies.  'Smith,  the  historian, 
states  that  for  many  years  within  his  reoolleetipn  the  only  academics  in  the 
colony  of  New  York,  except  such  as  were  in  holy  orders,  were  Mr*  DeLaooey 
a  graduate  of  Cambridge,  England,  and  Mr.  Smith,  (the  historian's  father, ) 
who  was  at  the  bar.  At  the  time  eren,  now  under  examination,  there  were 
not  above  thirteen  graduates  in  the  colony,  excluding  the  clergy.  Except 
Mr.'DeLanoey,  there  was. then  no  graduate  of  a  college  upon  the  benoh^  or 
in  either  of  the  branches  of  the  legislature.  The  practice  then,  even  of  (he 
moat  opulent  of  the  oitiiens,  whose  attention  was  generally  engrossed  with 
tommerca,  was  to  send  thair  eons  directly  from  the  writing  scbool  Co  the 
oaoniing  roov,  and-  thanoe  to  the  West  Indiaa. 
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The  session  closed  on  the  following  day.    No  events  of  ohap. 
public  or  political  importance  occurred  withih  the  province  >,p..^^ 
of  New  York  during  the  residue  of  December ;  nor  did  the  ^^**' 
enemy  after  the  capture  of  Fort  Massachusetts,  harrass  the 
northern  border  any  more  during  this  year. 

Meantime,  Mr,  Johnson  was  growing  rapidly  in  the  favor 
of  the  governor,  to  whom  he  paid  a  visit  in  New  York 
toward  the  close  of  the  autumn.  I  have  not  been  able  ixy 
discover  the  date  of  Johnson's  elevation  to  the.  military 
rank  of  colonel ;  but  it  must  have  been  at  about  the  period 
of  time  now  imder  review.  He  had  a  brother,  Warrega 
Johnson,  a  captain  in  the  royal  service,  who  had  recruited 
a  company  in  Boston  that  year.  The  captain  wrote  to  his 
brother  William,  on  the  ninth  of  October,  .that  his  uncl^ 
Warren,  (the  admiral,). was  on  the  eve gf  sailizig  for Lpuif** 
burg,  and  that  his  lady  was  preparing  to  return  to  Neii.  • 
Y^urk  to  pass  the  winter.  On  the  tenth  ol, December,  ||u^.  \  1 
captain  was  i^  New  York  on  his  way,  to.  the  Mohaw)( 
country  to  visit  his  brother.  By^hie  haiid,  under  the  last* 
mentioned  date,  governor  .Clinton  addressed  a  letter  ^^  lb 
OoUmel  WilUam  Johnson,  at  Alba/nif"  This  is  the  earliest 
document  I  have  found  among  the  Johnson .  ma&nscriptflt 
superscribed  with  a  military  title.  The  letter,  the  main 
purpose  of  writing  which  was  to  request  the  colonel  to  puA 
chase  for  his  excellency  a  pair  of  black  staUiona,  contained 
the  following  passage  : — ^^  This  comes  by  your  biotlidiw  t^Ji 
hope  he  will  find  you  well.  I  hear  nothing  of  ndwi  bqt 
what  he  will  tell  you.  I  have  recomipended  you  to  1^ 
migesty's  favor  through  the.  duke  of  Newcastfo.  I  must 
desire  you  will  keep  up  the.  Indians  to  their  promises  of 
keeping  out  scouts  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  French." 
From  this  letter,  thereibre^  it  is  probable  that  Clinton  had 
just  then  commissioned  Mr.  Johnson  as  a  colonel,  subject 
to  the  approbation  of  the  crown. 

The  operations  of  the  New  Snglanders  in  Nova  Scotia^ 
ended  disastrously.  The  French  and  Indian  forces,  whose 
purpose  it  W4S  to  cooperate  with  the  fleet  of  the  Count 
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CHAP.D'AnvillQ,  did  not  retire  from  that  peninsula  on  the  dis- 
w^^-zpersion  of  the  fleet,  and  General  Shirley  judged  it  neces- 
1746.  gury  ^Q  g^n^  ^  body  of  proviAcials,  to  dislodge  them.    The 
levies  from  Massachusetts,  with  the  exception  of  those  on 
board  of  one  of  the  transports  which  was  wreckcfd,  arrived 
at  Annapolis  in  safety,  as  also  did  two  hundred  of  the  New 
Hampshire  troops.  •  One  of  the  New  Hampshire  transports, 
aft^  a  blundering  cruise  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  wa3  decoyed' 
to  a  French  sloop,  and  the  crew  captured.  The  Rhode  Island 
levies  did  not  reach  their  place  of  destination,  their  vessels 
being  wrecked.    In  the  course  of  the  winter,  the  Massachu- 
setts forces  at  Annapolis  being  inferior  in  numbers  to  the 
enfemy^  yet  deceived  as  to  the  extent  of  the  disparity,  were 
drawninto  the  field  by  false  representations,  and  defeated, 
after  a  severe  engagement,  in  the  midst  of  a  driving  snow 
storm  at  Minas.     Col.  Arthur  Noble,  with  about  sixty  raen, 
was  killed,  and  there  were  fifty  wounded.    Noble's  army  did 
not  exceed  six  hundred  men ;  and  the  survivors  of  the  bat- 
tle, unable  to  escape,  were  compelled  to  capitulate.    Cheva- 
lier Ramsay  commanded  the  French ;  but  notwithstanding 
his  victory,  he  did  not  venture  to  attack  Annapolis,  nor  did 
the  French  inhabitants  yet  move  in  their  meditated  revolt.  ^ 
The  posts  on  the  western  border  of  New  Hampshire^  had 
b^n  guarded  by  troops  from  Massachusetts;  but  iiiaa« 
much  as  those  posts  were  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
•olony;  the  garrisons  were  withdrawn  late  in  the  autumn. 
The  settlers  along  that  border,  bemg  left  thus  exposed,  fell 
back  upon  the  larger  towns-staking  away  stich  of  their 
goods  as  they  could  remove,  burning  such  as  could  not 
be  concealed  in  the  earth  without  damage,  and  leaving 
the  residue  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy.    But  the 
€nemy  was  not  active  during  this  winter,  and  its  de^p  repose 
in  the  forests  of  the  north  was  only  broken  once,  by  an 
attack  of  the  Indian^  upon  Fort  EQnsdale,  occupied  only 
by  six  families,  by  the  stalwlart  hands  of  which  the  post  was 
BuocessfuUy  defended. 

1  Belknap,  Grahame,  Hutohinson,  Hoji. 
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CHAPTERVII. 

1747. 

.  Impatient  of  delay,  and  uixious  that  the  hlow  so  lone  chap. 
meditated  against  Canada  might  be  Btracji^  before  the,..,^., 
French  should  have  power  to  repel  it,  the  active  mind  of  1747. 
Shirley  conceived  the  project  of  acescent  upon  Crown 
Point  at  mid-winter.  The  legislature  of  Massachusetts 
was  readily  persuaded  to  second  the  enterprise;  ^ndon 
the  sixteenth  of  January,  Qovemor  Clinton  communicated 
to  his  council  a  very  long  letter  from  Mr,  Shipley,  setting 
forth  his  plans,  and  urging  the  cooperation  of  New  Yor^ 
and  the  adoption  of  immediate  and  vigorous  measured  to 
that  end.  It  was  Shirley's  intenUon,  while  the  troops 
destined  directly  against  Crown  Point  were  concentrating 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Albany,  tp  create  a  diversion  in 
the  eiiemy^B  country,  by  detaching  a  force  of  £ve  hundred 
men,  to  march  through  the  valley  of  tl^e  Connecticut,  and 
fall  upon  the  villages  of  tiie  St.  Frsmcis  Indians,  two 
hundred  miles  north  of  the  English  settlements.  A  sinu* 
lar  movement^  for  the  like  object,  was  urged  upon  Qov- 
emor  Clinton,  to  be  made  against  Fort  Frontenao  by  the 
way  of  Oswego.  Could  the  French  be  thus  doubly 
distracted  by  simultaneous  attacks  at  those  distant  points, 
it  was  presumed  that  in  respect  to  the  grand  enterprise 
against  Crown  Point  and  Montreal,  there  could  remain  no 
weU-fpipided  dpubt  of  success.  Mr.  Shirley,  therefore, 
seeming  to  take  it  for  granted  that  New  York  would 
second  the  enterprise  without  hesitation,  much  less  with 
reluctance,  asked  for  the  services  of  its  levies,  then  in 

garrison  at  Albany,^  and  requested  that  accommodations 

^~^^— ^^—     _  — ^— ^— — ^  ■  ^■^— ^        ■.        ^^^^— ^ 

^Tbe  New  York  foroei  diqring  the  winter  of  1746— '47,  were  distribated 
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c«AP.  for  the  New  England  troops  might  be  provided  at  Sara- 
v»v^toga.    He  desired  farther  that  the  Six  Nations  might  be 
1747.  brought  into  the  field,  and  that  forts  might  be  erected  by 
New  York,  at  the  heads  of  Lakes  George  and  Champlain.* 
The  letter  was  referred  to  a  committee  by.  the  council, 
the  report  of  which  was  indecisive  i^id  unsatisfactory. 
The  committee  afiected  to  be  in  favor  of  the  enterprise, 
yet  doubted  the  practicability  of  carrying  it  into  execu- 
tion before  the  breaking  up  of  winter.    It  w^s  alleged 
tbat  there  were  sufficient  accommodations  for  the  ififew 
]Sngland  levies  at  Saratoga ;  the  forts  could  no%  be  buHt 
in  time  to  guard  the  portages  at  the  he^s  of  the  two 
lakes ;  and  as  to  the  proposed  design  against  Iport  Fronte- 
tiac,  New  York  was  then  in  no  conditioA  to  uni^^rt^e  it 
On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  committee  thought  ^^  a  winter 
campaign  against  Crown  Point  was  liable  to  mspuy  diffi- 
culties, and  would  be  a  hazardous  undeiiBking."'  Governor 
Olinton  was  nevertheless  Inclined  to  favor  the  scheme, 
wild  and  impracticable  as  it  seepied  to  many;  and  on  the 
•econd  of  February  he  requested  a  more  definite  expression 
of  opinion  by  his  council.    Two  days  afterward   th^t 
opinion  was  given,  in  the  form-  of  a  very  deQisive  report 
against  the  whole  project.    It  was  ?irged,  not  witho^t  rea- 
son, that  the  winters  in  that  high  northern  la^ti^did  were 
at  best  exceedingly  xmfavorable'  for  military  operations, 
and  it  wa^  moreover  then  too  late.    The  T^airiors  (^  ^e 
Six  Nations  could  not  by  any  possibility  be  co^eoted  in  sea- 
son for  tl^e  contemplated  movement;  ami  b^9ides,  more 
than  a  fortnight  had  intervened  siuQe  a  syllable  had  been 
heard  from  the  projector  of  the  expedition — ^Mr.  Shirley. 
It  wto  therefore  held,  as  presented,  to  be  utterly  impracti- 

—  ji    -  -     -^        _-  --   - 

$^  Tarions  points.    Some  were  posted  at  Saratoga ;  others  in  the  Mohawk 
oonntry;  and  others  again  at  Scheneotadj.    Three  eompaniee  were  at 

Behaghtiobke ;  tQjtt  at  Half  Mo6n ;  two  at  ICiskayonav  and  others  still  at 
Albany. 

i0hlrle7*B  letter— Minutes  pf  the  oounoil  board. 

•Idmn. 


LtfH  or  tllH  WtLLUM  JOHNSON,  BABT.  SSI 

cable.^    Belknap  adds,  as  another  reason  prompting  to  this  c^. 
conclusion,  &at  the  small-pox  was  prevailing  in  the  settle  >*v^ 
ments  north  of  Albany,  through  which  the  forces  must  ^^^^^ 
necessarily  pass, — a  disease,  the  violence  of  which,  at  thftt 
day,  had  not  been  disarmed  of  its  terrors  by  vacciniktion^ 
or  even  mitigated  by  the  process  of  inoculation.    The 
agency  of  Clinton's  council  in  defeating  this  darling  enters 
prise  of  Shirley's,  seems  not  to  have  been  generally  or 
publicly  known,  and  the  merit,-a^if  such  it  may  be  called,*-^ 
of  defeating  it,  has  been'aocorded  alote  to  *^  the  more  sober 
discretion  of  Connecticut,"  the  government   of  whi<^ 
"  deemed  the  winter  an  improper  season  for  so  important 
an  undertaking,"  refusing  to  furnish  its  quota  of  troops 
until  spring.*    Equally    effectual    was  the    un&vorable 
interposition  of  the  Kew  York  council  board. 

An  ^active  correspondence  was  maintained  between  ^i  ^ 
Governor  Clinton  and  Colonel  Johnson^  during  the  winter 
and  spring,  having  relation  to  the  protection  of  the  fron-* 
tiers  in  general,  but  more  especially  to  the  Indian  service  i 
and  the  letters  of  the  governor  benr  evidence  that  the 
colonel  was  already  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  9trongest  confi- 
dence.  The  notorious  Jean  Ogbut,  one  of  die  most  perse« 
vering  aHid  mischievous  of  the  Jesuit  emissaries  in  the 
Indian  Confederal,  wfts  yet  among  the  Senecas,  and  it 
was  deemed  by  Johnson  an  object  of  high  importance  to 
obtain  possession  of  his  person.  He  communicated  his 
views  upon  the  subject  to  the  governor  in  February,  by 
whom  the  project  was  warmly  approved,  and  the  oolonel 
was  ui^ed  to  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  effect  tiie  object, 
either  by  stratagem  or  force,  as  circumstances  might 
require.  Early  in  March,  moreover,  Mr.  Clinton  wrote  tor 
Johnson  directing  him  to  send  out  as  many  war-parties 


1  Council  minutes  in  manuscript.  , 

'  Belknap  nnd  MarihaU.    Smith  doM  not  oTon  allude  to  these  wintsir 
delibaratioAS. 
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G^.^of  Iivdians  and  Christians,^  to  harass  thq  enemy  in  their 
^-v-'Own  settlements,'*  as  he  could  bring  into  the  service.  To 
17*7.^  cany  the  war  mto  the  enemy's  own  country,  and  in  his 
own  Way,  was  rightly  judged  "  one  of  the  most  efiectual 
means  to  prevent  their  daring  mischief  to  us.'**  The 
Colonel  was  yet  farther  directed  to.  send  a  party -of  Indians 
to  the  •  garrison  at  Saratoga,  to  act  as  scouts, — the  com- 
manding officer  of  which  post  being  enjoined  to  treat  the 
Indians  thus  coming  to  his  assistance  with  the  utmost 
kindness.^  In  "reply  to  the  letter  'thus  abridged,  Colonel 
Johnson  wrote  as  .follows : 


Colonel  Johnson  to  Govenior  CUnion. 

"  Mount  JoHiJsW,  March  18, 1  ir47. 
**May  it  please  yottr  Excellency : 

"  This  instant  I  iam  honored  With  ybur's  by  the  express, 
and  by  whom  t  sehd  this  in'  return.  In  answer  to  what 
your  excellency  sayis  about  sending  a  party  as  out-scouts  to 
Saratoga,  I  can  only  say  that  I  find  already  that  it  is  not 
8t  all  agreeable  to  the  Indians,  they  being  now  inclined  and 
i^eady  to  go  against  Canada,  where  they  say  they  can  do 
more  execution.  Moreover  tiiey  never  like  to  keep  in  a 
garrison  among  so  many  Christians.  ,  Yesterday  b,  party  of 
twenty-two  Christians  and  Iiidians  returned  J&om  Saratoga^ 
where  I  sent  them  in  hopes  to  have  met  and  intercepted 
aome  of  the  enemy's  put-scouts.    But  they  met  none.    ISo 

^The  whites  at  that  day  were  oaUed  C^mft'onl  in  disUnetioiifrom  the 
lAdtana. 

'Qrahame,  in '.his  ttsaallj  aourate,  and  very  exeeUent  history  of  the 
United  StateSi  falls  into  an  important  error  respeoting  these  predatory 
excursions  of  the  Indians,  which  he  maintains,  were  not  encouraged  by  the 
SngUsh.  Such  was  by  nc  means  the  fact.  The  English  eihploycfd  all  the 
Indians  they  could  npon  this  serrice.  Grahame,  howeter,  was  probably 
led  into  the  error  by  Belknap^  who  wrote  particularly  of  New  England^ 
and  eridently  in  great  ignorance  of  the  operations  in  New  York.  See 
Grahame,  book  x,  chap.  ii. 

*  Manuscript  letter;  CHnton  to  Johnson.  At  its  closci  the  govemor 
said — <*  Pray  let  me  knowJiow  poor  old  Hendriek  dies,  who,  I  am  sorry  to 
hear,  is  so  bad."  Hendrick,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  king^f  the 
Mohawks. 
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one  will  more  readily  comply  with  your  excellency's  orders  c^. 
than  I  sliall ;  but  at  tHb  time  I  would  beg  leave  to  assure  wv— ' 
your  excellency  thai  the  consequence  of  it  may  be  disas-  ^^*^* 
trous  by  keeping  the  Indians  from  fighting — ^they  being 
now  inclining  that  way  more  and  more.  I  have  this  week 
sent  out  a  parcel  of  Canajoharies,  mixed  with  a  few  of  the 
Five  ISTations*  against  the  French  and  their  settlements,  and 
am  every  day  busy  with  fitting  out  more.  I  am  going  to 
send  up  Captain  Stephens  and  two  of  the  lieutenants,  with 
a  small  party  bf  men,  and  Indian  chiefs  Of  thfe  two  castles 
with  them,  to  bring  down  some  of  the  Five  Nations  to  go 
a-scalping.  I  am  of  opinion  we  shall  make  the  French 
smart  this  spring,  by  taking,  scalping,  and  burning  them 
and  their  settlements.  But  I  shall  be  ruined  for  want  of 
blankets,  linen,  paints,  guns,  cutlass^,  &;c.,  for  I  am  almost 
out  of  all  these,  and  cannot  get  them  in  Albany.  ^I 
believe  your  excellency  has  seen  how  difficult  it  was  last  fall 
fo^  you  to  get  those  things.  But  how  much  more  so  for 
me,  being  so  envied  by  them.  "Wlierefore  if  I  cannot  have 
them  from  New  York  by  the  first  opportunity,  I  do  not 
know  what  I  i^all  do.  So  t  hope  your  excellency  will 
endeavor  to  have  theni  procured  and  sent  up, — as  also  the 
pay  for  those  belbnging  to  me,  about  four  hundred  and 
thirty  pounds.  The  party  now  going  out  were  so  uneasy 
thit  I  paid  the  most  of  them  to  encourage  them.  Old 
Hetidrick  is  in  a  pretty  fair  way  of  recovering  again,  which 
will  be  of  grfeat  service  to  our  cause.  I  hope  that  your  * 
excellency  will  order  it  so  that  my  people  maybe  supplied 
as  the  rest,  with  every  thing  on  a  march  which  is  requisite. 
As  to  the  party  which  you  intend  to  send  to  Oswego,  I  shall 
be  ready  to  transport  them  a  little  after  the  lake  opisms, 
which  I  judge  to  be  in  about  a  fortnight.  But  be  that  as 
it  will,  I  shall  always  let  you  know  time  enough  beforehand. 
We  kept  St.  Patrick's  day  yesterday  and  this  day,  and  drank 


^  So  in  the  original  draught  of  the  letter.    Tet  the .  CAnajdharies  Tirere 
only  a  clan  of  the  Mohawks— the  head  of  the  ori^al  FWe  NatiTme. 
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^^  your  heidtb,  and  that  of  all  friends  in  Albany,  with  so  many 
>-y-^  other  healths  that  I  can  scarce  write. 
1717.      u  I  luj^  ^^  great  regard,  dear  sir,  yonr  most  obedient 
hmuble  servant^ 

"  Wm,  Johkson.'* 

As  a  fjEirther  encouragement  to  the  Indians,  the  legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  voted  an  additional  bounty  for  scalps ; 
but  Johnson  opposed  the  allowance,  and  suggested  that  a 
different  direction  be  given  to  the  appropriation.  Inasmuch, 
he  said,  as  the  bounty  for.  scalps  allowed  by  tlbe  assembly 
of  fTew  York,  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Indians,  and 
inasmuch  also  as  he  had  already  sent  ofT  several  war-parties 
under  the  promise  of  that  bounty  and  no  more^  he  proposed 
applying  the  Massachusetts  funds  to  the  purchase  of 
clothing' and  subsistence  for  the  Indians  and  their  families, 
now  become  veiy  poor  from  the  long  time  they  had  b^en 
kept  from  their  hunting.  ^  The  -Indians  were  at  this  time 
wretchedly  armed,  and  scantily  supplied ;  but  Clinton  was 
doing  all  in  his  power,  as  he  wrote  to  Johnson  on  the 
twenties  of  March,  to  remedy  these  deficiencies.  The 
letters  of  the  latter  show  that  the  need  was  pressing. 

It  was  now  the  fourth  year  of  the  war.  Tety  with  the 
exception  of  the  conquest  of  Louisburg^  scarcely  anything 
had  been  accomplished  against  the  enemy,  even  in  re'talict- 
tion  for  the  remorseless  cruelties  visited  upon  the  border 
settlements  of  the  English  along  the  whole  northern  frx)n- 
lier.  The  energies  of  the  cqloniee  had  been  exerted,  seem- 
ingly almost  to  exhaustion,  in  large  preparations  ending  only 
in  mdrti^ng  abortions.  Such  being  the  situation  of  a&irs, 
Colonel  Johnson,  now  at  the  head  of  the  Indiftn  depart: 
ment,  determined  to  exert  himself  to  the  utmost  in  making 
th^  enemy  realize  the  true  character  of  the  species  of  war- 
fiire  he  had  adopted,  by  pouring  into  the  Canadian  settle- 
ments as  many  scalping  parties  as  he  could  command.  The 
contest  became,  therefore,  so  far  as  the  colonies  were  con- 

*■  Manuscript  letUff ;  Coloilel  Johneon  to  Colonel  Jolui  Stoddard,  of  Nortb- 
•npton. 
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cerued,  ignoble  upon  botli  sides ;  ^'  resembling  more  the  chap. 
practices  of  banditti  than  the  operations  of  civilizea  war-  w^w 
&rey  and  tending  to  no  other  r^aolts  than  obscure  individ-  ^^^^* 
ual  suffering,  and  partial   havQC  and    devastation."    la 
order  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
war  was  thus  waged^  and  of  the  activity  and  energy  pf 
Colonel  Johnson,  even  at  this  early  period  of  his  military 
career,  the  following  letter  is  inserted  at  large : 

Colond  Johnson  to  Governor  CUnton. 

"  Mount  Johnson,  May  St),  1747. 
"  May  it  please  your  Excellency : 

"  You  caAnot  conijeive  the  uneasiness  your  long  silence 
^ves  me, — not  having  had  the  honor  of  a  line  from  you 
since  the  thirtieth  of  April  It  is  now  the  first  time  that 
I  have  wanted  money  ibr  scalps  and  prisoners,  and  instruc- 
tions most  of  all.  The  numbers  about  me  every  day  going 
to  war,  takes  abundance  of  arms,  ammunition  and  clothing, 
and  I  am  quite  bare  of.  most  of  those  things.  Your  excel- 
lency will  conceive  that  what  I  have  received  is  but  a  mere 
trifle  with  so  many  as  I  have  to  distribute  it  among,  although 
so  sparingly  done ;  and  were  it  not  for  my  own  store,  and 
what  goods  I  have  been  obliged  to  buy,  I  should  have  been 
obliged  to  drop  the  affior  some  time  ago,  which  would  have 
been  very  hard  after  all  my  trouble  to  bring  them  so  heartily 
into  our  interest.  I  am  quite  pestered  every  day,  with  par- 
ties returning  with  prisoners  and  scalps,  and  without  a 
penny  to  pay  them  with,  it  comes  very  hard^pon  me,  and 
is  displeasing  to  them,  I  can  a^|u*e  you,  for  they  expect 
their  pay,  and  demand  it  of  me  as  soon  as  they  return,  as 
I  mentioned  to  your  excellency  in  my  last  of  the  twenty-fifth 
instant  Now  that  they  find  the  money  is  not  ready,  they 
tell  me  this  was  but  a  draw  to  encourage  them.  Therefore 
I  wish  your  excellency  would  only  consider  of  it  shortly. 
I  thank  God  there  is  nothing  wanting  or  backward  in  my 
afiairs,  wherefore  hope  your  excellency  will  not  let  me 
suffer^  or  the  cause  drag  for  want  of  things  requisite  to 
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CHAP,  cany  it  bn.  If  y5ur  excellency  intends  soon  to  come  np 
^-.y-^  to  Albany,  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  your  orders  concern** 
1747.  ing'the  Indians  coming  down,  for  they  certainly  expect  to 
be  called,  or  invited,  down  this  summer  by  you,  or  else  by 
me.  I  am  positive  I  could  do  more  with  tiiem  here,  by  fiu", 
than  if  they  went*  to  Albany,  without  going  to  above  a 
quarter  the  expense ;  because-there  they  are  corrupted  by 
evil  people,  and  drink  all  the  goods  they  get,  whereas  here 
they  have  not  that  opportunity,  but  can  carry  them  home 
and  show  their  families  what  they  have  had  of  you, — which 
would  encourage  them  much.  Moreover  here  I  have  ^11 
my  counsellors,  the  Mohawks  and  Canajoharies,  with  whose 
assistance^  could  bri^g  them  to  do  anything.  There  is 
nothing  more  requisite  at  present  than  some  blue  camlet, 
red  shalloon,  good  lace  and  white  metal  buttons,  to  make 
up  a  parcel  of  coats  for  some  chief  warriors  frpm  the  Sene- 
cas,  and  for  others  who  are  daily  expected.  Wherefore  1 
wish  your  excellency  would  send  me  up  these  things  by 
the  first  opportunity,  and  also  about  thirty  good  castor  hats, 
with  scallop  lace  for  them  all ;  white  lace,  if  to  be  had,  if 
not  some  yellow  with  it.  This  I  assure  your  excellency 
goes  a  great  way  with  them^  *  They  have  be^n  gained  so 
mostly  by  the  French  always,  and  of  consequence  they 
expect  it  from  us,  and  we  have  promised  it.  There  is  three 
months  pay  due  to  my  officers  and  people  the  first  of  June, 
and  as  they  are  all  upon  hard  service  with  the  Indians  daily, 
W' .  they  require  tbeir  pay,  which  I  hope  your  excellency  will 

please  p^y  unto  Mr.  Anthony  .Duane,  merchant  of  New 
York,  who  will  give  youMJccellency  a  receipt  for  it.  I  also 
should  be  glad  your  excellency  would  advise  me  how  I 
shall  get  the  money  for  th^  enclosed  account,  being  now  a 
year  due  almost,  and  by  your  orders.  Just  as  I  was  finish- 
ing my  letter,  arrived  another  party  of  n^ine,  consisting  of 
only  six  Mohawks,  who  brought  with  them  seven  prisoners 
and  three  scalps,  which  is  very  great  for  so  small  a  party. 
I  Jiave  my  house,  &e.,  now,  all  full  of  the  Five  Nations, — 
some  going  out  to-morrow  against  the  French.     Others  go 
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for  uew8,  which',  when  fhmished,  I  shall  let  your  excellency  oh^. 
know.    My  people's  success  is  now  the  talk  of  the  whole  s-v-^ 
country.    I  expect  in  ^  short  time  several  more  parties  ^^*'^' 
home  from  Canada.    I  believe  Hendrick  will  be  the  firaty 
who,  I  dare  aay,  will  bring  a  great  many  with  him,  dead  or 
alive — so  that  we  shall  need  a  gre^t  deal  of  money  among 
them  aB.     They  have  brought  in  this  spring  as  followg: 

First,  by  Lieut.  Walter  Butler  and  his  party,  from  Crown 

Point,  the  scalps  of  men, ...,.*./ 6 

By  Lieut.  Thomas  Butler  and  party,  prisoners, 8 

By  a  Canajoharie  party,  prisoners,. . . ^ * .  8 

Scalps, , 2 

By  Gingegbe  and  party,  prisoners, 7 

Scailps, .. • ••••••...••'  8 

Total  this  springy. ^  29 

^^If  the  money  is  sent  up  to  me  for  thisruse,  I  shall  ghre 
certificates  of  age,  and  render  a  clear  account  thereof,  and 
the  Lidians  shall  receive  it  all  in  dolliHs,  fOid  not  be  cheats 
ed,  as  they  wtfuld  be  by  otiiers,  who  would  only  give  thett 
some  trifles  of  goods,  mim,  &c.,  for  their  bounty, — whic^ 
usagie  has  ruined  our  Lidians  mostly. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  excellency's  much 
obliged  humble  servant,  &c. 

Petty  dejbols  of  a  petfy  warfare ;  but  the  record  is  easea- 
tialto  a  just  understanding  of  the  border  history  qf  those 
times,  for  it  was  in  this  manner^ly  that  active  hostilitiefl 
were  prosecuted  during  the  entire  open  season.  Keither 
the  i^ilmbitfintB  of  the  English  nor  of  the  French  border? 
were  left  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  moment's  security  or  repose. 
J^xposed  every  hour  to  th^se  hostile  and  often  bloody  incur- 
sions, thpy  were  compelled  to  fortify  their  houses  by  night, 
and  go  armed  while  performing  the  labors  of  the  field  by 
day. 

One  of  the  most  considerable  of  these  hostile  incursions 
during  the  spring  of  this  year,  was  an  attack  upon  ^  sn^ 

83 
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0M».  fort  in  CharleBtown,  -New  Hampsbire,  by  a  large  body  of 
w^^^Freneb  itnd  Indians,  undor  tbe  command  of  M.  Debeline. 
1747,  Tbis  post  bad  been  ui^iOccupied  during  tbe  winter^  but 
toward  tbe  close  of  Marcb,  <^ptain  Pbineas  Stevens,  an 
officer  wbo  bad  been  in  command  of  it  tbe  yei^r  befojj'e, 
returned  to  the  sti^tipn,  at  tbe  bead  ^f  a  body  of  tbirty 
Massacbusetts  rangers,  and  no  more.  Tbe  enemy  came 
stealtbily  into  tbe.  immediate  neigbborbood  of  tbe  fort,  as 
it  was  called, — ^being,  bowever,  ijotibing  but  a  ^mall  pick- 
etted  stockade, — ^and  lay  in  ooncef^meat,  watching,  doubt- 
less, for  an  opportunity  when  tbe  gate  should  be  opened, 
%o  rush  in  and  carry  the  work  by  a  sudden  assault  unawares. 
Uneasiness,  bowever,  on  tbe  part  of  the  dogs  in  the  fort, 
created  a  suspicion  that  all  was  not  right  without.  The 
little  garrison  being  thus  upon  the  quivive,  one  of  tbe  men, 
desirous  of  ascertaining  the  cause  of  tbis  canine  inquietude, 
left  the  fort,  and  creeping  cautiously  to  the  distance  pf  thirty 
rods,  discharged  bis  gun.  Supposing  themselves  to  have 
been  discovered,  a  party  of  the  enemy  sprang  up  and  fired 
at  the  adventurous  ranger,  slightly  wonnding  him.  Not 
with  sufficient  severity,  bowever,  to  prevent  his  regaining 
the  fort,  though  botly  pursued  by  the  enemy,  who,  no 
longer  affecting  concealment,  rushed  forward  ^th  savage 
yells  as  though  determined  at  once  to  xjarry  tbe  defence. 
But  their  courage  was  unequal  to  tbe  attempt ;  and  for  a 
considerable  tame  nothing  more  was  done  than  to  keep  up 
a  general  fire,  brisk,  but  ineffectual.  Tbe  rangers  were 
well  covered,  and  small  arms  could  of  course  make  no  sensi- 
ble impression  upon  themtockade;  but  the  fire  was  never- 
theless returned  with  spirit  Finding  the  garrison  bent 
upon  a  resolute  defence,  and  perceiving  that  tbe  work  was 
construpted  of  combustible  materials,  the  enemy  next 
attempted  to  set  on  fire,  and  thus  summarily  to  compel  a 
surrender.  To  tbis  end  tbe  torch  was  applied  to  tbe  neigh- 
boring fences,  and  also  to  a  log-house  standing  about  forty 
rods  to  windward.  A  brisk  wind  favored  the  design,  and 
the  flames  approacbed,  enveloping  tbe  fort  in  a  dense  body 
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of  smoke,  and  eclipaing  the  view  of  the  enemy, — ^but  of  ch^^ 
whose  continued  presence,  thfe  hideous  yells  of  the  savages,  *^v— ' 
and  the  incessant  rattle  of  musketry,  gave  ample  evidence,  ^^*^' 
There  was  indeed  immediate  danger  from  the  approach  of 
the  devouring  element,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  through 
its  agency  the  enemy  would  have  been  succeesftil  but' for  a 
lucky  expedient  devised  by  captain  Stevens,  and  bravely 
executed  by  his  men/  The  soil  being  favorable  for  rapid 
excavation,  several  subterranean  passages  or  galleries  wers 
carried  under  the  parapet,  deep  enough  to  allow  the  men 
to  stand  in  them  at  t^e  foot  of  the  stockades  oti  the  outside, 
yet  completely  covered  from  the  enemy.  Buckets  of  water 
from  the  well  within  were  then  passed  rapidly  to  the  men 
i^tanding  in  the  trenches  without,  which  being  dashed 
upward  upon  the  timbers,  they  were  nioietened  sufficiently 
to  prevent  ignition.  Failing  in  this  first  effort  to  produce 
a  conflagration,  M.  Debeline  next  prepared  a  sort  of  manr 
taleiy  loaded  with  faggots,  which  were  fired  and  forced  down 
Upon  the  fort.  Showers  of  burning  arrows  wete  sdso  shot 
into  the  defence, — a  device  which  was.alike  abortive.  The 
exertions  of  gxjie-half  the  thirty  preserved  the  work  from 
the  fire,  while  the  other  half  lost  no  opportunity^f  firing 
upon  the  ene]Day,  as  often  as  he  coxdd  be  discQvered  through 
the  intervening  clouds  of  smoke.  On  the  second  day  of 
the  seige  the  French  commander  propoded  a  cessation  of 
hostilities,  until  sunrise  of  the  following  morning,— -a  propo- 
sition readily  acceded  to  by  Captain  Stevens,  but  the  object 
.  of  which  does  not  appear.  But  no  matter  s  just  before  the 
expiration  of  the  armlstiee,  D€t>eline^  himself,  bearing  a 
flag,  with  fifty  of  his  men,  approached  within  fifty  rods  of 
the  stockade,  and  a  parley  ensued, — Stevens  receiving  a 
lieutenant  and  two  of  the  enemy  into  the  fort  e^  hostages^ 
while  the  same  number  proceeded  to  a  conference  with 
the  French  commander.  His  demand  was  a  surrender  of 
the  fort,  the  garrison  to  be  conducted  to  Montreal  ai 
prisoners  of  .war,  with  ^  request  that  Captain  Stevens  should 
meet  him  and  reply  to  the  sun^IK)ns  in  person.    Ascertain* 
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OB^.  ing  th&t  lii§  men  woald  stand  by  him  in  ddfending  their 
w«.w  little  work  to  the  last^  Stevene  proceeded  to  meet  the 
1747.  ypenchmau  as  requested,  but  was  re^^ived  roughly.  With- 
otit  pausing  for  au  interchange  even  of  the  ordinary  cour* 
tdsies  required  by  good  breeding,  DebeUne  threatened  that 
if  his  terms  were  rejected,  he  would  take  the  fort  by  storm ; 
-Hadding,  that  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  any  of  his  men 
iti  the  assault,  he  Ti^ould  put  ever^^  man  of  the  garrison  to 
Hie  sword.  Under  a  menace  like  thal^  Stevens  at  once 
dedined  further  negotiationB,— Kleciaring  his  purpose  to 
listen  to  no  oyertures  *  of  burraCider  whatever,  until  his 
means  of  defehce  should  be  exhausted.  ^^  Do  as  you  please, ' ' 
replied  Bebeline ; — '^  I  am  resolved  to  have  the  fort  or  die. 
Gk>  and  see  if  yonr  men  dare  fight  any  longer,  and  give  me 
a  speedy  answer."  Itetumingto  the  stockade,  the  hostages 
were  interchanged,  aild  at  about  twelve  o'clock  meridian, 
hostilities  were  recommenced,  the  firing  being  continued  all 
that  day,  and  the  night  following.  Just  at  the  peep  of  dawn 
OB  the  third  day,  Stevens  was  addressed  firom  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy  with  the  fiiendly  salutation  "Good  morning," 
to  which  wsA  added  a  proposition  for  a  second  armistice  of 
two  hoursi  It  was  granted ;  and  sholtly  before  its  expira- 
tion, two  Indians  approa<;hed  with  a  flag,  proclaiming  that 
if  the  English  would  sell  them  some  psovisionsj  they  would 
i)^4thdraw  without  offering  ftirther  molestation.  The  nego- 
tiation was  declined  upon  the  basis  proposed ; — Stevens, 
however,  offering  to  supply  them  with  provisions  eSt  the 
rate  erf  five  bushels  of  com  for  every  prisoner  the  enemy 
would  stipulate  to  release  %t  Montreal,  hostages  to  be  left 
to  secure  a  faithfUl  performance  of  the  agreement.  This 
]Nr6position  was  in  turn  rejected ;  but  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
gradually  fell  away,  and  before  nightfall  the  seige  was 
raised  and  the  foe  departed,  deeply  chagrined,  beyond  all 
doubt,  at  the  failure  of  his  enterprise,  especially  of  the 
boastful  coiifidence  with  which  it  had  been  commenced. 
.  j^.  the  attack  continued  three  days,  during  which  thousands 

of  heXlB  were  discharged  into  the  fort,  yet  not  a  man  of  the 


LnrX  09  8IE  WILLIAM  JOHNSON,  BABT.  261 

garrison  was  killed,  and  bnt  two  of  them  wounded,  and  cuf • 
those  slightly.    Commodore  fiir  Charles  Enowles,  then^.^^       i 
with  his  squadron  lying  at  Boston^  was  so  highly  gratified  ^^*^- 
with  the  conduct  of  Captain  Stevens,  4hat  he  sent  him  an 
elegant  sword;  bearing  a  suhable  inscription.    The  braveqy 
of  Stevens,  and  the  mental  resources  which  he  discovered, 
were  subjects  of  high  praise  in  other  quarters ;  yet  he  has 
been  criticised  for  his  imprudence  in  admitting  the  hostar 
ges  retained  by  him  during  the  negotiations,  into  the  forti'— 
thus  necessarily  disclosing  his  weakness, — ^whileithas  ako 
been  suggested  that  he  ought  not  to  have  risked  his  own 
person  by  placing  himself  within  the  power  of  a  perfidious 
enemy,  when  iie  might  rather  have  sent  a  subaltern  to 
meet  the  French  commander. 

Debeline  did  not  retire  from  the  country  at  once,  but  on 
raising  tl^e  sieg«  of  the  stockade  he  divided  his  moliey 
forces  into  several  small  parties,  by  which  the  border  set' 
tlements  of  New  Hampshire  were  infested  for  weeks  there- 
after. Skirmishes  were  frequent,  houi^es  were  burnt,  and 
individual  were*  killed  from  day  to  day.  All  the  dwell- 
ings in  the  two  settlements  of  Winchester  and  tipper 
Ashuelot  were  destroyed  by  fire.  Yet  nearer  to  Albany 
the  enemy  was  hovering  about  in  considerable  numbers. 

In  May,  the  government  of  Massachusetts  conmienced 
rebuilding  the  fort  of  that  name  which  had  been  destroyed 
the  year  before  by  M.  Vaudreuil.  A  p&rty  of  one 
hundred  men  having  been  detached  to  Albany  for  provi- 
sions, on  its  retilm  discovered  the  enemy  in  ambuscade 
in  the  very  environs  of  the  works.  TBe  discovery  was 
timely.  An  engagement  ensued,  and  the  enemy,  attacked 
upon  both  sides, — ^both  by  the  returning  party  and  the 
garrison,— was  soon  obliged  to  flee  to  ttie  woods,  whence 
he  did  not  again  emerge.  The  loss  to  the  English  was 
trifling,  two  men  only  being  wounded,  and  one  killed, — 
the  latter-  an  Indian  ally  of  the  Stockbridge  tribe. 

While  the  border-men  wete  engaged  in  these  predatory  -^ 

I, — ^prolific  of  Individual  suffering,  but,  though  illi» 


%'■ 
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ORAP.  trated  by  many  acts  of  personal  conduct  worthy  of  all 
Wy.^  praise,  productive    of  no  impoi*tant    results, — Governor 
1747.  Clinton  was  again  involved  in  hostilities  with  his  legisla- 
ture.   In  the  reasonable  expectation  of  receiving  instruc- 
tions fix)m  ministers  touching  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
the  governor  had  delayed  summoning  the  general  assembly 
until  the  twenty-fifth  of   March.    But  no   instructions 
oame ;  and  the  season  was  already  so  far  advanced  as  to 
require  very  active  dispositions  of  the  forces  already  in 
service  for  guarding  the  exposed  points  of  the  frontiers, 
even  were  offensive  operations -not  in  contemplation.    The 
HBsembly  was  told  in  the  speech  that  Colonel  iJSoberts  had 
been  sent  to  Boston  to  confer  with  Governor  Shirley,  and 
that  the  Mohawks  had  been-  detained  from  their  hunting 
expeditions  that  they  might  be  in  readiness  to  act  in  the  war 
SB  circumstances  might  require.    Por  the  purpose  of  yet 
fiskrther  cultivating  the  friendship  of  the  Six  Nations,  the 
governor  proposed  another  voyage  to  compel  with  them  at 
Albany,  for  which  object  he  required  an  appropriation.  The 
long  proposed  expedition  against  Crown  Point  was  again 
presented  for  legislative  consideration ;  and,  in  the  absence 
both  of  the  advices  and  supplies  expected  from  England, 
appropriations  were  required  for  the  coAstruction  of  the 
forts  so  long  talked  of  at  the  carrying-places  between  the 
Hudson  river  and  Lak^  Champlain.     The  forces  likewise 
for  the  expedition,  were  to  be  levied  and  paid  by  the  colo- 
nies embarking  therein,  upon  all  which  points  a  full  and 
cordial  understanding  existed  between  Governors  Clinton 
and  Shirley.  Provision  leaving  only  been  made  for  victualing 
the  levies  then  in  the  service  -until  the  first  of  May,.  fafUier 
sppplies  were  required  for  that  object    A  week  afterward 
a  special  message  was  sent  down  asking  an  appropriation 
for  maintaining  scouts,   and  a  corps  of  rangers  upon 
the  frontiers.     These  requests  were  judged  the  more  rea- 
sonable, inasmuch  as  all  the  expenses  of  the  Indian  service, 
and  for  the  rangers,  had  been  defrayed  during  the  preced- 
ing year  by  the  crown.    No  other  business  wjm  presented 
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to  the  conBideration  of  the  assembly,  whose  session,  the  chak 
governor  suggested,  must  be  short.  •  .  ^— y-^ 

Justice  HOTsmahden  reported  the  ^dress  of  the  council 
in  answer  to  the  speech.  It  contained  the  following  pas- 
sage enxbodying  a  reflection  upon  th6  integrity  of  the 
Indians,  which,  judging  from  theoorrespondeAce  of  Color 
nel,  Johnson,  seems  not  at  that  time  at  least  to  have  beea 
deserved,  •  * 

-**  It  cannot  but  occasion  great  uneasiness  in  us  to  observe, 
that  OUT  Indians  employed  in  the  barbarous  method  of* 
scalping,  (only  justifiable  by  the  precedent  practices  of  our 
enemies,)  industriously  avoid  attacMng,  or  meeting  the 
French  Indians ;  or  when  they  meet,  treat  each  other  as 
friends ;  whereby  they  are  encouriaged  in  their  cruel  practice 
of  butchering  those  who  are  not  in  arms,  and  even  those 

whd  are  unable  to^ear  arms — ^women  and  children." 

•   •  •     _  • 

The  assembly,  determined  to  continue  its  quarrel  with 
the  governor,  neglected  the  customary  civility  of  voting  an 
address.  But.the  situation  of  thp  country  forbade  entire 
inaction,,  and  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Kinderhook, 
accompanying  the  specii^l  message,  .contained  a  pathetic 
appeal  to  the  assembly  for  a  ganiso,n  of  fifly  men  for  their 
defence,  and  a  like  number  of  rangers  to  traverse  the  woods 
to  the  northward  and  eastward.  Moved  by  Uiis  appeal, 
resolutions  were  passed  directing  the^  employment  of  one 
hundred  rangers,  one-half  of  whom  were  to  be  stationed 
upon  the  east^  and  the  other  upon  the  west  side  of  the 
river  in  the  cpunty  of  Albany.  Supplies  Weye  also  voted 
for  victualling  the  levies  for  the  term  of  three  months 
beyond  the  tweniy-fourth  of  May.  But  the  house  at  the 
same  time  reaffirmed  its  declaration  of  the  preceding 
November,  that  it  would  make  no  provision  for  the  trans* 
'  portation  of  any  supplies  beyond  Albany.  In  regard  to 
his  excellency's  propoScJd  conference  with  the  Indians,  it 
farther  manifested  its  temper  by  voting  the  beggarly  allow- 
ance of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  Nor  was  this  ail. 
After  passing  the  bill  in  form,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions, 
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CH^.  and  before  it  had  reoeived  the  assent  of  the  representative 
^-v— '  of  the  crown,  the  assembly  adopted  yet  another  resolution 
^747.  getting  forth  that  the  levies,  then  in  service,  so  long  main- 
tained at  very  great  expense,  had  thus.  £ax  been  unemployed, 
and  praying  that  the  hundred  men  authorized  in  compli- 
ance with  the  Einderhook  ^lemorial,  should  be  detached 
from  those  levies — from  the  little  army  destined  against 
Canada !  The  pay  proposed  in  the  bill  was  one  shilling  per 
diem,  over  and  above  the  wages  allowed  and  paid^  by  the 
crown. .  Eight  days  afterward,  the  governor  not  yet  having 
approved  the  biU,  the  assembly,  availing  itself  of  a  memo- 
rial from  Albany  giving  a  melancholy  representation  of 
the  sufi'ering  and .  defenceless  situation  of  that  country,  as 
if  purposely  to  chafe  his  excellency  by  farther  Insult,  sent 
up  an  address  of  affected  tenderness  and  solicitude  for  the 
condition  of  the  frontier  3ettlers,  and  praying  him  no  longer 
to  withhold  his  assent  from  the  measure  they  had  been  so 
prompt  to  enact. 

In  his  reply  ta  this  address,  the  governor  went  into  a  full 
and  elaborate  vindication  of  his  conduct  during  the  last 
eventful  year  of  his  administration,-«-rehear8ing  his  labors 
and  exertions  in  the  public  service,  for  which  he  had  been 
so  unworthily  requited.  In  regard  to  the  bill  presented  for 
his  approbation,  his  excellency  said  he  looked  upon  the 
allowance  of  the  extta  shilling  per  diem,  as  altogether 
inadequate,  considering  the  character  and  severity  6f  the 
service,  the  extra  expenses  to  which  the  rangers  were  sub- 
ject by  the  wear  and  tear  of  th^ir  clothes  when  plunging 
into  morasses,  cjimbing  mountains,  or  threading  the  deep- 
tangled,  woods.  He  denied  that  the  levies  had  been  inac-^ 
tive,  and  gave  an  account  of  the  dispositions  that  had  been 
made  of  them.  The  invasion  of  Canada  having  been 
necessarily  deferred,  the  next  object  of  the  executive  had 
been  to  make  an  advanced  movement  in  that  direction,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  winter  encampment  at  the  carry- 
ing-pld^o,  and  for  the  construction  of  fortifications  at  thiB 
heads  of  ike  two  lakes,  Ghamplain  and  St  Sacramenti — 


LIFE  OF  SIB  WILLU¥  JOHNSON,   BA^X.  ^ 

measores  of  the  first  importance,  and  of  the  greatest  effi-  c^. 
citocy  in  affording  protection  to  the  frontiers  against  the  v-ly— / 
predatory  bands  so  frequently  issuing  from  Crown  Point.  ^^^-^ 
But  his  purposes  had  been  frustrated  by  the  conduct  of  th^ 
assembly  respecting  the  jM-ovisions  at  Albany ;  an4  also  by 
reason  of  a  waste  of  time,  the  consequence  of  which  was, 
that  the  levies,  instead  of  advancing  to  the  designated 
point,  had  been  compelled  to  halt  and  winter  at  Saratoga^ 
— an  ill-chosen  and  unsafe  locality  for  a  military  positioA* 
In  all  these  proceedings  his  excellency  said  he  had  had  the 
concurrence  of  Governor  Shirley,  as  well  as  of  the  other 
colonies  uniting  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,     Theyhad 
all  evinced  a  willingness  to  share  the  expense,  but  in  the 
expectation,  of  course,  that  as  BTew  York  was  the  most 
immediately  interested  in  the  result  of  iAxQ  contest,  she 
would  set  a  cheerful  Example  in  meeting  the  exigent* 
After  reciting  various  measures  that  'had  been  adopted  for 
the  common  security,  his  excellency  intimated  that  points 
other  than  those  enumerated,  would  have  been  occupied 
and  fortified,  but  for  the  obstinate  refrisal  of  the  assembly 
to  appropriate  even  the  sums  necessary  for  their  own  safety. 
He  upbraided  them  for  the  disrespect  with  which  they  ha^ 
treated  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  although 
in  the  preparation  of  that  speech  he  had  carefully  Avoided 
everything  which  he  supposed  could  have  a  tendency  to 
revive  the  unpleasant  difficulties  of  the  former  aessioa. 
Referring  to  the  many  difficulties  he  had  been  obliged  ito 
encounter,  especially  at  Albany,  he  did  not  conceal  hifi 
belief  that  they  had  been  fomented  by  the  Opulent  ti:aders 
of  that  city,  who  had  grown  rich  by  their  trade  with  Cana- 
da, and  who  were  desirous  of  preserving  the  neativdity  of 
the  Six  Nations.  *  He  likewise  intimated  a  suspicion  thut 
there  were  Roman  Catholic  emissaries  in  ffiie  colony, — «Dt- 
ful  and  cunning  men, — engaged  in  treasonable  practices,— r 
"  dangerous  instruments  for  the  destruction  of  the  religion 
and  liberty  of  the  land.**    In  conclusion  he  said,  that  not- 
withstanding the  opposition  they  had  ma4e  (a  his  'n^e%? 

34 
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CHAP.  Bures,  there  waa  nothing  in  his  power  which  lie  would  not 
s...^^  cheerfully  do  "  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers,  and  to  pre- 
1747.  Borve  the  inhabitants  from  the  iueursions  of  a  cruel  and 
barbarous  enemy." 

On  the  subject  of  the  suspected  disloyalty  of  some  of 
the  people  of  Albany,  to  which  reference  had  been  made 
in  the  message,— charging  them  in  effect  with  leaguing  with 
the  enemy  to  obstruct  the  operations  against  Canada,  the 
governor  wrote  to  Colonel  Johnson  as  follows:    • 

Chvemor  Clinton  to  Coland  Johnson, 

"  Nbw  York,  April  25th,  1747. 
"Sir; 

"  You  will  find  by  a  paragraph  of  a  message  I  sent  to 
the  assembly  yesterday,  that  I  have  take^  notice  of  the 
endeavors  which  I  suspect  some  people  of  Albany  have 
used  for  to  obtain  a  Idud  of  neutrality  between  them  and 
Canada. 

"  You  told  me  qf  some  private  messages  you  heard  had 
been  sent  by  Indians  fpr  the  purpose.  Bend  me  a  particu- 
lar account  of  what  you  know  apd  have  heard  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  of  what  you  cSan  now,  or  at  any  time  after  this, 
learn  by  feriher  inquiry.  I  e3q>ect  you  will  use  all  the 
diligence  possible  to  discover  every  part  of  this  scheme, 
and  in  what  mEuiner  it  has  been  carried  qii.  I  long  much 
to  hear  froncL  you,  for  we  have  most  villainous  reports 
spread.  I  hope  the  Indians  all  remain  steadfast  and  in 
good  health. 

"In  the  bill  I  am  going  to  pass,  the  council  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  put  rewards  for  scalping  or  taking  poor  women 
or  children  prisoners  in  it ;  but  the  assembly  has  assured 
me  the  money  shall  be  paid  when  it  so  happens,  if  the 
Indians  insist  upon  it. 

"lam,  Sir, 

"  Your  veiy  humble  serv't, 

"  G-  Clutton." 
"  To  Colonel  Johnson." 


LIFB  OF  t3IB  WILUAM  JOHNSON,  BABT.  26T 

Those  pottions  of  the  message  alledgiiig  that  the  house  ohak 
had  treated  his  excellency  with  disrespect,  and  charging  it  s...^^ 
with  neglecting  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  colony,  as  I74li 
also  the  paragraph  containing  the  imputation  upon  the 
Albany  traders,  were  received  with  high  displeasure, — ^real 
or  affected, — aud  a  committee  was  appointed  by  resolution 
with  instructions  to  prepare  an  answer.  ^    The  appointment 
of  this  committee  was  made  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  April ; 
and  for  several  days  immediately  subsequent,  the  assembly 
met  but  only  to  adjourn,  without  proceeding  to  business. 
At  length,  in  order  to  give  the  members  time  to  abate  theii; 
cheler,  the  house  was  adjourned  from  the  second  of  M^y 
to  the  twelfth,  and  again  to  the  nineteenth  of  May. 

While  these  disputes  between  the  executive,  and  Jus 
assembly  were  in  progress  in  fhe  city  of  New  York,  a&iis 
at  the  north  were  in  a  sad  condition.  The  levies  who  had 
been  kept  in  service  during  the  winter,  clamorous  for  their 
pay,  were  almost  in  a  state  of  mutiny.  The  officers  wrote 
from  SaratQga  that  they  were  fearful  the  garrison  would 
desert  in  a  body.  Colonel  Boberts  wrote  to  colonel  John- 
son, announcing  the .  desertion  of  thirty-four  men  from  a 
single  company ;  the  garrison  at  Saratoga  had  become  so 
much  weakened,  as  to  create  apprehensions  that  the  poet 
would  be  lost ;  while  the  officers  wrote  to  the  governor 
from  Albany,  that  they  could  not  persuade  the  designated 
quotas  of  the  northern  militia  companies  to  march  for  the 
defence  of  that  jeoparded  position.  During  ttjie  months  of 
April  and  May,  the  communications  spread  before  the 
executive  council  upon  the  subject,*  were  of  the  most  urgeut 

^  The  gentlemen  forming  this  oommiitee  were,  David  GlarkBon,  ComeUus 
Van  Home,  Paul  Richard^  &enry  Cmger,  Frederiek  Phlllipse,  John  Thomas, 
Lewis  Morris,  Darid  Pierson,  And  William  NlohoU  SmitJ^  in  a  note,  fuggartt 
that  the  reflection  upon  tJie  Albanjr  traders,  was  intendad  by  the  goTemor 
as  a  out  at  DeLancej,  whose  father,  many  jeara  before,  during  the  admin- 
istration of  GoYermor  Burnett,  had  been  largely  banefitted  by  the  Indian 
trade  with  Canada  through  Lake  Champlain.  But  Clinton's  prirate  letter 
to  Johnson,  now  first  brought  ta  light,  shows  that  he  was  acting  in  perfaol 
good  faith — haying  reason  to  belieye  the  imputation  just. 
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^'^^  character.  Funds  for  the  payment  of  thetroopB  in  part, 
'^'^r^  were  remitted  ;  but  partial  payments  by  na  means  sufficed ; 
'  the  discontents  became  more  impatient ;  and  on  the  thirty- 
first  of  May,  a  dispatch  was  received  from  Colonel  Roberts, 
announcing  that  the  levies  upon  all  the  frontier  stations 
had  united  in  a  solemn  resolution  that  unless  their  whok 
pay  should  be  immediately  forthcoming,  they  would  desert 
en  massey  and  pay  themselves  by  the  plunder  of  the  city  and 
cOnnty  of  Albany*  Additional  remittances  were  made  with 
all  possible  alacrity;  but  Mr.  Clinton  nevertheless  cautioned 
Hie  officers  against  paying  at  once  all  that  was  due,  lest  from 
the  j^revailing  spirit  of  insubordination  they  might  still 
desert  the  moment  their  pockets  should  be  filled.  Not  long 
b^ore  this,  two  Mohawk  Indians  had  been  discovered  in 
lift  attempt  to  kill  and  scalp  some  of  Captain  Tiebout's 
company,  stationed  at  Schenectady.  They  were  lying  in 
iltBii  for  that  object,  and  had  wounded  one  man.  Roberts 
Wl*ote  to  Johnson  upon  the  matter,  and  as  the  ofienders 
had  been  secured,  the  latter  advised  that  they  should  be 
snhfendered  to  their  own  people  for  punishment.  ^ 

The  committee  charged  with  the  preparation  of  an 
l^ddr^s  to  th6  governor,  ihade  their  report  on  the  nineteenth 
of  May.  It  was  vety  long,  extending  to  nearly  eight  large 
Iblio  printed  pages ;  and  as  it  was  read  to  the  house, 
Atypitrved,  engrossed,  and  presented  to  his  excellency  all 
(m  the  same  afternoon,  it  must  have  been  evident  that  its 
terms,  even  to  a  letter,  had  beeh  previously  settled  by  what 
is  in  modem  times  designated  a  caucus,  and  the  labor  of 
engrossing  performed  in  anticipation.  The  spirit  of  the 
address  was  very  bitter,  though  sweetened  by  terms  of 'ill- 
dissembled  courtesy.  They  protested  with  the  utmost 
gravity  that  it  had  been  far  from  the  intention  of  the  house 
to  give  his  excellency  the  least  occasion  of  ofience  by  their 
former  resolutions.  The  suggestion  for  the  employment  of 
one  hundred  men.  to  be  taken  from  the  levies  as  rangers, 

had  been  made^  they  averred,  in  compliance  with  applica- 

I  1 — ■ 

1  JoamaU  of  the  oounoil  board. 
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tiohfi  to  that  effect  from  the  people  of  Albany ;  and  a  pre-  °^- 
cedent  for  the  adoption  of  that  course  had  been  found  m^**r— ' 

1747 

the  course  of  his  excellency's  own  proceedings  at  Albany 
the  year  before.  By  the  remark  that  "  the  levies  had  hith- 
erto bee'n  unemployed,"  they  meant  no  more  than  to  say 
what  was  knowli  to  all,  that  they  had  not  been  employed 
in  the  Canada  expedition.  They  were  "  much  concerned 
tiiat  this  misconstruction  of  their  innocent  intentions;" 
should  have  induced  his  excellency  to  give  so  full  a  history 
as  he  had  dcme,  of  his  conduct  in  defence  of  the  country 
during  the  preceding  year,  since  in  doing  so  he  "had  taken 
the  troubleof  relating  many  particulars  well  known  before." 
They  acknowledged  the  importance  of  preserving  the 
friendship  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  rehearsed  their  own 
proceedings  to  that  end  during  the  entire'  period  of  hiff 
administration.  It  was  admitted  that  the  crown  had 
defrayed  the  charges  of  the  great  council  at  Albany  of  the 
preceding  year ;  but  for  the  expenses  of  the  council  of  the 
year  before  that,  they  had  vot^d  one  thousand  pounds, 
besides  appropriations  for  his  excellency's  own  personal 
expenses ;  and  they  intimated  an  opinion  that  while  they 
had  not  been  informed  what  sums  had  been  actually  dis- 
bursed for  presei^ts  to  the  Indians,  there  w^e  nbi  wanting 
individuals  who  had  profited  largely  in  that  branch  of 
the  service.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  the  expenditures 
upon  the  Indians^  and  the  pains  that  had .  been  taken  to 
secure  their  friendship,  they  had  not  joined  in  the  war  to 
any  considerable  extent.  In  regard  to  the  governor  him- 
self, they  had  received  him  with  distinguished  considera- 
tion on  his  arrival ;  .ajid  in  consequence  of  the  efforts  he 
was  understood  to  have  made  in  behalf  of  the  colony  before 
his  embarkation  for  his  government,  they  had  voted  him  a 
gratuity  of  a  thousand  pounds,  and  had  moreover,  ill  as 
the  colony  could  bear  the  expense,  caused  a  new  and  ele- 
gant house  to  be  built  for  his  residence,  in  conformity  to 
his  Qwn  plans,  besides  raising  as  much  for  his  support  as 
had  been  allowed  to  any  of  his  predecessors.    In  revie\i^g 
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^^^'  the  events  of  the  war  and  their  own  acts  for  sustaining  the 
'-v— '  public  service,  they  recurred  to  the  destruction  of  Saratoga, 
two  years  before,  as  an  event  that  might  not  have  happened 
but  for  the  withdrawing  of  the  independent  companies 
from  that  post*  Afterward,  at  the  governor's  request,  they 
had  appropriated  money  for  rebnilding  that  fort,  which  wa« 
done,  and  the  works  garrisoned  by  the  militia^  at  the  expense 
of  the  colony*  In  addition  to  this  they  had  also  at  t^e 
governor's  request,  made  appropriations  for  building  other 
forts  to  guard  the  frontier  passes.  Yet  again,  the  plan  of 
defence  having  been  changed,  they  had  voted  money  for 
building  a  chain  of  blodc-houses  from  the  New  England 
border  to  the  castles  of  the  Mohawks ;  but  this  plan  being 
in  turn  abandoned,  the  morfey  was  diverted  to  the  payment 
and  subsistence  of  detachments  of  the  militia  posted  upon 
the  frontiers  by  the  governor  during  the  recess  of  the 
assembly.  They  admitted  the  importance  of  guarding  the 
passes  of  the  great  carrying-place  by  suitable  fortifications, 
but  shruijk:  from  the  expense,  both  for  the  building,  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  garrisons.  The  other  exposed  colonies 
had  an  equal  interest  with  New  York  in  building  and  sus- 
taining  those  defences,  and  they  thought  the  expense  should 
be  shared  among  them, — ^intimating  a  doubt,  however,  not- 
withstanding the  assurances  of  his  ex(5ellency  Upon  that 
point,  whether  the  colonies  referred  to  would  in  fact  be 
willing  to  bear  a  portion  of  the  burden.  X^udhing  his 
excellency's  complaint  that  his  projected  northern  encamp- 
ment had  been  frustrated,  and  the  division  of  levies  des- 
tined upon  that  service  compelled  by  the  climate  to  fall  back 
upon  Saratoga  for  winter  quarters,  knowing  the  severity 
of  that  climate  as  they  did,  they  had  anticipated  as  much ; 
and  as  to  the  unsuitablenesB  of  the  locality,  as  now  averred 
by  his  excellency,  it  had  at  least  been  rebuilt  there  by  his 
own  directions.  His  excellency*s  reference  to  the  difficulties 
at  Albany,  the  previous  autumn,  in  regard  to  the  delivery 
and  transportation  of  provisions,  whereby  as  was  alleged, 
his  plans  had  been  defeated,  was  tartly  answered.     **  If," 
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ihey  said,  *^your  excellency  meaDB  thereby  the  refusal  of  chaf. 
"the  commissioners  to  deliver  the  provisions  contrary  tov-.,^-/ 
"  the  law  you  were  pleased  to  pass  but  a  little  before,  the  ^^*'' 
*^  house  had  occasion  to  give  your  excellency  their  thoughts 
"  upon  it  in  their  resolves  erf  the  seventeenth  of  November 
"last,'  which  were  by  order  of  the  houi^e  laid  before  jout 
"  excellency,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer."  Rehearsing, 
next,  in  reply  to  the  charge  of  the  governor  that  they  had 
not  shown  8  disposition  even  "  to  take  care  of  themselves," 
they  pointed  to  theprevious  measures  they  had  adopted  for 
the  public  defence^  and  the  appropriations,  among  which 
was  one  of  forty  thousand  pounds  for  the  northern  expe- 
ditjion,  as  irrefragable  proofs  of  the  reality  and  sincerity  of 
their  intentions,-'-^uggesting  that  if  his  excellency,  on  cool 
reflection  did  not  think  them  so,  "  they  must  be  so  unhappy 
"  as  to  despair  of  giving  him  satis&ction  on  that  h^ad/' 
They  said  the  appropriations  they  had  made  of  nine  pounds 
per  man  for  the  enUstment  of  sixteen  companies  of  one 
hundred  men  each,  and  the  provisioning  of  those  compa- 
nies, were  nearly  exhausted;  and  they  intimated  a  belief 
that  in  the  erection  of  fortifications,  great  waste  had  been 
indulged,  ^d  much  needless  expense  incurred  for  the  want 
of  competent  engineers.  Whenever  they  should  have  re^a- 
son  to  believe  that  their  money  would  not  be  advanced  in 
vain  for  this  department  of  the  public  service,  and  when- 
ever they  should  h^ve  an  earnest  that  the  other  colonies 
were  prepared  to  cooperate  in  the  work  of  mutual  protec- 
tion, they  would  be  found  i^ei^y  to  vote  for  such  additioni^ 
fortifications  as  might  be  judged  neceSBi^ry.  In  regard  to 
the  statement  in  the  governor's  opening  speech,  that  an 
agreement  had  been  m3'de  with  tlie  commissioners  of  Mae(^ 
sachusetts  for  building  the  two  fbrts  so  oft^  recommended,  ^ 
at  the  passes  of  the  carrying-place,  and  also  in  respect  to 
the  forces  to  be  raised  by  the.  several  colonies  expected  to 
cooperate  in  the  Canadi^  invasion,  and  the  rates  of  expense 
for  each,  the  assembly  was  surprised,  inasmuch  as  the 
govempr  1^  bat  three  members  of  bis  .council  with  him, 
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c^p.  while  MassachusettB  alone  of  the  other  colonies  wxis  repre- 
w^  aented  at  the  conference,  that  his  excellency  should  have 
17*7.  entered  upon  any  such  agreement  Moreover  as  they  were 
in  the  daily  expectation  of  advices  froiA  England,  hoping 
withal  for  the  speedy  arrival  of  experienced  officers^  they 
trusted  his  excellqncy  would  excuse  the  house  for  its  opinion, 
"  that  they  couM  not  in  conscience  provide  for  schemes  the 
**  execution  of  which  would  be  very  hazardous,  and  put 
"the  colony  to  great  expense.**  They  told  the  governor 
jdainly,  that  "  ever  since'  he  had  thought  fit  to  place  his 
confidence  in  a  person  obnoxious  to,  and  censured  by  the 
house,  the  public  affiurs  had  been  much  perplexed,' and  had 
not  been  attended  with  the  steadiness  and  good  conduct 
which  their  importance  required.  They  attributed  several 
of  his  excellency's  late  i^eeches  to  that  person,  declaring 
that  until  the  day  when  he  was  taJsen  into  favor  the  utmost 
harmony,  had  existed  between  all  the  branches  of  the  gov* 
omment.  These  thrusts  were  aimed  at  Doctor  Colden,  Hxe 
lance  having  been  barbed  by  DeLancey,  the  master-spirit 
in  fomenting  these  dissensions.  Respecting  the  charges 
against  the  people  of  Albany,  entire  disbelief  in  the  justice 
of  the  imputation  was  expressed, — ^the  mind  of  his  excel- 
lency having  probably  been  poisoned  upon  that  subject  by 
flie  individual  to  whom  reference  had  already  been  made 
as  an  abuser  of  his  confidence.  If  the  people  of  Albany 
were  indeed  engaged  in  treasonable  practices,  they  mar- 
velled that  none  of  them  had  been  arrested  and  brought 
to  trial,  hx  answer  tp  his  excellency's  apprehension  that 
Popish  emissaries  had  been  engaged  in  sowing  dissensions 
and  Idndling  every  spark  of  discontent,  the  house  seized 
upon  the  suggestion  and  applied  it  to  a  person  then  in  great 
■  favor  with  Mr.  Clinton  in  the  Indian  service — Mr.  John 
Henry  Lydius,  son  of  a  former  Dutch  minister  in  Albany, 
and  of  course  bred  a  Protestant ;  who  had  resided  several 
years  in  Canada;  married  a  wife  there  of  the  Romish 
churcli,  after  having  abjured  his  owii  religion ;  and  whom 
they  declared  to  be  a  person  of  desperate  fortunes.    They 
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admitted  the  great  skill  of  this  man  ^'  iu  all  the  weaknesses  c^, 
of  human  nature,  but  wondered  how  he  could  have  secured  wv^ 
his  excellency's  &vor.  To  him,  and  h  is  intrigues  in  Albany^  ^^*^' 
and  among  the  Indians,  the  assembly  attributed  mai^y  of 
the  difficulties  that  had  ari^a.  He  had  been  the  meana  of 
undermining  the  influence  of  the  Indian  commissioners, 
and  distracting  the  affairs  of  that  department.  *They  never-i 
thelees  admitted  that  t^^re  might  possibly  be  soiac  Popish 
emi88ari^s  in  the  province ;.  but  at  th^  same  time  l^ere  was 
equal  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  other  men  screen* 
ing  themselves  behind  the  curtain,  and  answering  all  the 
ends  of  such  einissaries,»ruien  of  wropg  heads. and  worse 
hearts,  who  were  doing  infinite  evil  by  ipfti^pg  groundless 
jealousies  into. his  excellency's  miud«  T^^J  l^^^t  tol4  tibi^ 
gevenior  that  although  they  were  not  di^pos^d  to  l^ten  tp 
every  idle  tale,  yet  they  had  hoped  tbat  before  that  period 
the  report  might  have  reached  his  e^s  t^t  there  had  been 
a  large  embezzlement  of  .the  funds  appropri^te4  for  Indi^Q 
presents  in  1745,->-one  thousand  pounds  havix^g  b^ei\  vot^d, 
while  not  more  than  three  hundred  pouB4s  wortti  of  goodf 
had  reached  the  hands  of  those  for  whom  th^y  were  dOr 
signed.  So  at  least  it  was  aaid  by  persona  who  saw  th^ 
goods  delivered.  Tbey  also  informed  ii^  govenior,---^for 
the  benovolent  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  bring  tin^ 
authors  of  the  scandal  to  ju8tiee,-«r4iiAt  a  report  wa^  cmv 
•  ^  rent  to  the  affect  that  French  aiid  Spanish  priAonerg  h^ 
v'  been  sold  under  the  authority  of  his  name,  for  a  pistqle 
a  head,  to  owi^ers  and  captains  of  ^gs  of  trf^e.  The  con- 
cluding paragraph  ^cont^ed  another  pungent  referej^c^  pf 
Doctor  Colden,  whose  designing  artiJGlcea  and  priv^  viewia, 
<'  although  they  had  hitherto  been  pro^ndentially  blasted, 
^<  it  was  still  feaired  iiught  at  teogth  spring  up  again,  an4 
<^  bear  a  greater  incre^ae,  wfaicb  Qod  forbid." 

Mr.  Clinton's  reply  to  the  address,  which,  was  preae^]bed 
on  the  twenty^sixth  of  Mfty^  was  brief  and  emphatic.  !^e 
ren^ariced  upon  tbe  rapidity  with  whiqh  tjhe  address  h^i^ 
baen  burned  thiK}ii^  U19  Jiooae,' — ^two  hovxa  ooly  haviM^ 
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<^*.  elapsed  from,  the  time  when  it  was  reported  by  the  commit* 
wy^  tee  until  its  presentation  all^engrossed  f  "  You  shall  have," 
1747.  u  gold  the  governor,  "  the  be3t  answer  to  this  representation 
^^  vou  can  expect*  I  shall  take  all  possible  x^are  that  it  be 
'^laid  before  his  majesty  and  his  ministers,  who  are  the 
^  proper  judges  of  my  conduct.  I  doubt  not  that  the  min- 
**  istry  will  discern  with  what  spirit  it  is  made,  and  for  what 
'*  purposes;'^  Commanding  an  adjournment  for  a  week, 
the  indomitable  >sailor-gavemor  then  dismissed  his  refrac- 
tory little  parliament. 

^assembling  on  the  second  of  June,  they  were  met  by 
an  executive  message  ^calling  thei»  attention  4;o>  the  distrac^ 
tions  prevailing  among  the  levies  at  the  north,  for  want  9f 
their  pa^.  -  The  governor-informed  them  that  thus  £Etr  these 
levies  had  been  paid  by  the  crown,  he  himself  having  pro- 
vided the  mea^  by  drawing  bills  of  exchange.  The 
amou^t  thus  drawn  was  then  nine  thousand  pounds,  the 
Whole  of  which  he  declared  should  be  applied  to  the  pay? 
ment  of  the  new  levies.  Although  these  bills  had  all  been 
drawn  by  the  advice  of  his  council,  yet  his  excellency  began 
to  fear,  or  pretended  to  fear,  that  they  might  not  all  be 
honored,  in  which  event  his  private  fojrtune  might  be 
involved.  Though  willing  to  draw  yet  fieuther  for  that 
object,  yet  he  was  not  willing  to  jeopwrd  his  own  estate, — 
believing,  as  he  did,  that  every  man  in  the  province  was  as 
much  bound  as  himself  to  contribute  from  his  private 
m^t^ns  for  tbe  safety  of  the  people.  Indemnification  against 
the  consequences  of  a  protest  of  his  bills,  should  he  be 
tequiredto  draw  anymore  of  them,  was  therefore  demanded 
in  justice  to  his  own  fSEunily. 

The  house,  in  anBW0r,  referred  to  a  letter  from  the  duke 
of  Newcastla  of  April,  1746,  authorizing  the  necessaiy  pre- 
parations for  ih^  long-projected  expedition,  with  an  as- 
surance that  the  forces  to  be  raised,  officers  as  well  aa  rank 
and  file,  should  be  taken  into  his  migesty's  pay.  It  was 
therefore  clearly  not  intended  by  the  crown  that  the  pay- 
ment of  these  forces  should  in  any  invent  b&  devolved  upon 
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the  people  of  the  colouy ;  and  the  refiisal  of  the  governor  ^^^' 
to  contmue  his  drafts  woiild  imply  a  difltrust  of  the  king,  ^•-v-' 
and  sender  himself  personally  answerable  for  the  lives  and 
estates  of  his  subjects.  Entertaining  the^se  views,  the 
assembly  peremptorily  refused  the  act  c^  guaranty, — 
declaring  at  the  same  time  that  as  his  excellency  had  the 
means  of  paying  the  forces  in  his  own  hands,  should  he 
refuse  to  usd  them,  and  should  the  lives  and  estates  of  the 
people  be  endangered  by  the  threatened  desertion  of  the 
levies,  "  his  excellency  alone  would  be  to  blame/' 

From  the  fourth  of  June  to  the  same  day  of  August,  the 
assembly  only  met  to  ai^oum.  Meantime  the  governor 
replenished  his  exchequer  by  the  usual  resort  to  bills  of 
exchange,  and  on  the  nineteenth  of  June  embarked  fdr 
Albany,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  put  an  end  to  liie  troubles 
with  the  levies.  i 

I  must  not  lose  sight  of  Sir  Peter  Warren,  whose  name, 
as  an  adapted  citizen  of  New  York,  belongs  to  its  history. 
France,  smarting  under  the  loss  of  Oape  Breton,  and  mor- 
tified at  the  disastrous  failui'e  of  D'AnviUe's  armada, 
determined  again  to  put  forth  her  energies  for  the  recovery 
of  Louisburg,  and  the  resuscitation  of  her  naval  character 
— of  late  so  deeply  comprdmised.  ■  To  these  ends,  tiiere- 
fore,  another  fleet  was  equipped,  at  Brest,  destined- against 
Louisburg  early  in  the  spring,  under  the  command  of  M. 
de  la  Jonquiere.  The  duty  of  watching  the  motions,  and, 
if  possible,  of  intercepting  this  fleet,  was  assigned  to  Vice 
Admiral  Alison, — a  widely  different  man  from  Admiral 
Lestock,  tvhose  equivocal  conduct,  on  the  French  coast, 
when  engaged  in  the  like)  service,  has  already  been  recorded. 
It  has  already  been  said  that  Sir  Peter  Warren  returned  to 
England  in  tiie  autumn  of  1746.  In  the  begmning  of  the 
year  following  he  was  appointed  second  in  command  under 
Mr.  Anson/  hoisting  his'pennant  on  board  the  pevonshire^ 
of  sixty-six  guns.  The  Bre^t  fleet,  xmiting  a  large  convoy 
of  Indiamen,  and  numbering,  in  all,  thirty-eight  Bhips,  pro- 
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^^^'  ceeded  to  sea  aboHt  the  last  of  April.  It  was  fallen  in  with 
'*y^  by  Admiral  Anson^  on  the  third  of  May,  off  Cape  Finis- 
^  terre.  When  descried,  nine  of  the  ships,— men  of  wai> 
mounting  from  eighteen  to  seventy-four  guns, — were  short- 
ening sail  and  drawing  into  a  line  of  battle,  while  the 
remaindelr  of  the  fleet,  consisting  of  the  vessels  under  con- 
voy, stretched  to  the  west  with  all  the  sails  they  could  set. 
Aiison  immediately  forrmed  his  fleet  into  aline;  but  ob- 
SiftHdng  by  the  man<Buvres  of  the  enemy  that  his  object  was 
to.gam  time,  for  the  purpose,  probably,  of  escaping  under 
ftm)r  of  the  nighty  then  approaching,  he  made  signal  for 
the  whole  fleet  to  close  and  engage  the  enemy,  without  any 
t^gard  to  ihe  line  of  battle.^  In  the  course  of  the'action 
tiiat  ensued,  Warren  had  an  opportumty  which  he^  failed 
XkQt  to  improve,  of  signalizing  sai^d  covering  himself,  with 
glory.  He  ran  his  ship,  the  Devonshire,  up  with  Le  Sirieux^ 
the  flag-ship  of  M.  de  la  Jonquiere,  and  after  receiving  his 
^^  which  was  well-directed,  dosed  within  pistol-shot,  ^Qd 
coptinued  to  engage  in  the  most  daring  and  brilliant  style, 
WXtH  the  eneipy  struck.  Having  silenced  his  antagonist| 
Warden  proceeded  next  to  encounter  the  Invincible,  sev- 
ent^-four^  conuuanded  by  M.  de  St.  George,  the  second 
officer,  of  the  enemy's  squadron.  Being  seconded  by  the 
Brifltpl,  Captain  Montague,  the  Invincible  was  in  a  short 
time  dismasted  and  taken  by  Warren.  The  general  action 
was  short  and  brilliant,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  the 
whole  French  squadron,  consisting^  of  six  ships  of  two 
decks,  including  the  Gloire,  of  forty-four  guns,  and  four 
frigates.  *  It  is  true  that  Anson's  fleet  was  greatly  superior 
in  the  appointment  of  ships.and  guns.  Three  of  his  ships, 
however,  participated  in  the  action  but  a  very  few  moments, 
— ^having  been  detached  as  soon  as  the  Frenchmen  were^so 
&r  crippled  as  probably  to  gender  them  unable  to  get  away, 
with  all  the  sail  they  could  press,  after  the  enemy's  flying 
In^amen.  •  ^  The  loss  of  the  Engiish  was  not  severe, — Cap- 

'  >^A4miraUj  offioiaft  report,  May  16, 1747. 
sOhMnock. 
*Admiraity  report. 
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tain  Grenville  being  flie  only  officer  of  note  who  was  killed,  cha^ 
The  French  were  greater  saftererB, — M.  de  la  Joaquiere  ^.^^^ 
himself  was  shot  under  the  blade  bones  of  both  l|ia^^^ 
shoulders,  but  the  wgnnids  weren^tmortaL  lo  the  month 
of  July  following  this  memorable  engagement^  beii^ 
stationed  with  a  squadron  off  Cape  Finisterre,  Sir  Peter 
fell  in  with  four  valuable  merchant  ahip«  of  the  enemy 
eonvoyed  by  two  men  of  wiur,  which  ran  into  a  bay  on  the 
island  of  Sisarga,  and  being  cl^tsety  pursued  they  i^  raa 
on  shore.  One  of  the  men  of  war,  mounting  for^-four 
guns,  was  fired  by  the  crew  and  blown  up  before  Warren'a 
boats  could  board  her ;  but  the  merchantmen,  were  all  got 
off  and  brought  into  Plymottth  the  next  day,  being  tibo 
twenlyHBecond  of  July.  Warren  was  now  .flouting  in  tba 
tide  of  fortune,  for  yery .  i^hor^y  after  taking  these  noble 
prieea  st  Siaarga,  he  feU  ia  withand  captured,  a  considerHr 
ble  ^eet  of  Erenck  West  IiMiiameik  Aoqording  to  ono 
acoount,  tiiisflieet  ooasiated  of  a  Y«ry  large  number  of  ship^ 
though  Charnock,  in  his  biography  of  Waiten,  maloes  ao 
mention  of  this  affair.^  Sir  Peter's  gallantry  on  these 
occasions,  was  renl^ided  by  Hm  further  promotion  to  the 
rank  <rf  udmihail  «qf  tHe  white.  He  sailed  again  from  Spit- 
head  on  a  cruise,  on  the  second  of  Sepftembor^  biU;  iftUing 
sick  waa  •compelled  t^  relinqui^  his  command  and  go  ,on 
shore.  But  gloiy  had  not  beext  the  only  reward  of  hk 
spLendi4'ea]re^»  Xhe  number  of  his  captures  had  produced 
an  mkflB  forbW%<  which  he  invested  in  pait,  by  purchasing 
a  poimtcy-*sa9|t;in  Wostbury,  Hampshire  county,  to  whidh 
he  tuiw  retired*  His  circumstances  must  indeed  have  been 
affluent.  At  least  so  thpugl^  some  of  his  relatives,  as 
appears  from  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  from  his 
nephew.  Captain  Warren  Johnson,  to  his torotfaer  thecolonel. 
This  letter  also  corroborates  the  preceding  account  of  the 
last  great  capture  of  West  India  merchantmen,  not  men- 
tioned by  Charnock :      . 

1  Oentleman'B  liagasine. 
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<*^'  Captain  Warren  Johnson  to  Jus  Brother. 

^■^  «  New  York,  September  18, 1747. 

"*^"  "Dear Brother: 

"  Last  evening'  I  aitiVed  here  from  Louieburg,  in  order  to 

go  to  England  in  the  Scarborough  man  of  war. 

♦  tc  »  ♦  ♦  m  m  nii  m 

"  I  make  no  doubt  you  have  heard  of  my  uncle  Warren's 
great  succefis  in  his  two  cruised,  the  first  with  Admiral 
Anson,  and  th^  second  with  a  squadron  of  which  he  was 
conmiander-ift^chief— part  of  which  fell  in  with  the  St. 
Domingo  fleet,  and  took  sixty-two  sail  of  them.  He  •  had 
taken  several  rich  ships  before.  He  must  now  be  «ne  of 
tiie  richest  men  in  En^and,  and  not  one  has  done  his 
country  so  much  service.  He  must  be  worth  three  or  four 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling.  He  is  now  vice  admiral 
of  the  white^  and  a  member  of  parliament  from  Westmin- 
ster, andl  have  no  doubt  in  a  very  short  tiode  he  willbea 
peer  of  England,  there  being  no  person  better  able  to  main- 
tain that  dignity. 

"  Your  most  affectionate  Brother^ 

"  Colonel  Johnson." 

In  thp  *  autumn  of  this  year.  Sir  Peter  was  returned  to 
parliament.  He  was  likewise  at  about  the  same  time  pre- 
sented with  a  large  silver  monteth,  of  curious  workmanship, 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Barbadoes,  i^  acknowledgment  of 
his  services  in  the  cruise  of  that  season.  ^  *  The  exultation 
of  Sir  Peter's  relatives  at  his  good  fortune,  was  justifiable, 

for  they  had  been  bravely  won. 

■  ■    *    __>^^^ — . ._._ — . — ^ . 

iQeiiU«maii'8  Magaiiaa. 
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Governor  Clinton,  who,  as  already  observed  in  the  last^?^' 
chapter,  had  departed  for  Albany  on  the  nineteenth  of  ^-v' 
June,  did  not  leave  an  honr  too  early,  for  th'e  military  affaire 
in  that  quarter  were  in  a  deplorable  condition.  Instead  of 
increasing  them,  for  the  purpose  of  offensive  operationft, 
the  forces  were  dimihished  by  sickness  and  desertion,  and 
the  thousand  mischances  incident  to  an  army  of  irregulars 
kept  in  the  field  contrary  to  their  own  inolinations.  In 
such  jiunibers  did  they  desert,  that  a  pal^  of  Ihirty-eight 
in  a  body  were  fired  upon  by  the  officers  at  jfisopus,  and 
retakep,— two  of  them  being  wounded.  They  were 
marched  back  to  Albany.  ^  The  road  from  Mount  Johnson 
1x>  Oswego,  was  infested  by  the  enemy ;  mtuders  were  com- 
mitted at  Burnetsfield ; '  so  that  Colonel  Johnson  could 
not  forward  supplies  without  a  strong  guard,  thus  materially 
enhancing  the  expense  of  executing  his  contract  for  &at 
post  ;*  while  in  addition  to  all,  as  if  grown  Weary  of  awaife> 
ing  an  invasion  at  Crown  Point,  the'  French,  with  th6ir 
Indians,  were  again  showing  themselves  in  formidable  num- 
bers In  the  vicinity  of  Saratoga;  Colonel  Johnson  was 
advised,  on  the  sixteenth  of  June,  by  the  return  of  an 
unsuccessful  war-party  of  the  Schoharies,^  of  the  approach 
upon  Lake  Champlain,  of  a  fleet  of  three  hundred  canoes, 
and  admonished  to  be  on  Mi  guittd  against  a  sur^Nrise. '    Im^ 


-•■^- 


1  lifanuBoript  lettev :  John  H.  Lydiiw  to  Colontl  Jolinsovu  ^  '^^ 

*  Tlie  present  Tipage  of  Her)|iiner. 
'MftnuBcript  Letter:  Johnaoi  to  Clinton. 
«A  fUa  of  t])e  Mol^wks.  , 

*  MftniiBork>t  Letter :  L/dioi  to  Jolmson.  w> 
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ciMP.  mediately  on  the  arrival  of  this  intelligence  at  Saratoga, 
v*v— '  Captain  Chew  was  ordered  forth  with  a  detachment  of  one 
^^^^-  hundred  men  to  reconnoitre  the  country  between  that  post 
and  the  head  of  Lake   Champlain.    Falling  in  with  the 
enemy  on  the  nineteenth  of  June,  an  action  ensued  in  which 
fifteen  of  his  men  were  killed,  and  forty-seven  more,  with 
himself,  taken  prisoners.    The  detachment  encountered 
by  Chew  was  commanded  by  M.  Lacose,  who  immediately 
'     fell  back  upon  a  much  larger  force,  occupying  the  path  of 
communication  between  the  Hudson  and  the  lake.    But 
'  Lacoi^  did  not  fall  back  without  leaving  a  detachment  of 
three  hundred  men,  under  M.  Laquel,  to  lurk  about  Sara- 
toga, and  cut  off  approaching  supplies.    According  to  the 
representation  of  one  of  the  enemy's  Indians,  who  deserted 
and  came  into  Saratoga,  the  main  force  of  the  Preneh  at 
the  carrying-place  consisted  of  twelve  companies.    The 
Indian  informed  farther,  that  Lacose  was  to  advance  again 
immediately  with  artillery  and  mining  tools,  to  lay  seige  to 
the  fort.    Meantime  the  three  hundred  who  had  been  left 
in  the  environs  of  the  fcurty  under  M.  liaquel,  performed 
bold  service  by  appearing  openly  and  attempting  to  fire  a 
block-house,  used,  as  they  supposed,  as  a  magazine,  by 
Bhooting  burning  aarows  against  its  walls.     ^^  The  person 
'^appointed  to  perform  this  duty/'  said  the  commander  of 
the  fort  in  a  letter  written  tt>  Colonel  Johnson,  ^^  had  a 
*^  blanket  carried  before  bim  that  be  might  npt  discover  the 
^<  fire  upon  the  points  of  the  arrows.  ^"    The  znain  body  of 
.the  enemy  sooin  moved  down  to  Fish  Creek,  a  few  jniles 
north  of  Saratoga,  and  a  detachment  of  his  troops  was  thrown 
between  that  post  and  Albany.     Colonel  Schuyler  imme- 
diately marched  with  his  regiment,  and  such  other  forces 
«a  he  could  raise  on  the  instant,  to  meet  the  inv^er ;  who^ 
however,  though  greatly  superior  in  numbers,  retired  at 
■  bis  approach  and  fell  back  to  Crown  Point. 

The  Indian  allies  of  the  EngliA  were  again  becoming 

I  Letter  to  Colonel  JohnaoB,  copied  ia  Mi  own  hand,  but  the  •ignaturfl  of 
whioli  is  omitted. 
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much  dissatiflfied  with  the  languor  pervading  the  service,  c^p. 
After  having,  though  with  great  reluctance,  been  inoited  to  v-v^ 
engage  in  the  war,  they  were  desirous  of  seeing  it  pyose*  ^^*^' 
cuted  with  vigor.  A  number  of  their  chie&  now  met 
Colonel  Schuyler  and  complained  bitterly  T)f  the  continued 
and  most  discouraging  delays.  They  had  been  chiefly 
inducred^o  take  the  war-path  against  the-  Freuch  by  the 
extraordinary  preparations  they  had  marked  as  in  progress 
for  the  invasion,  and  they  had  not  themselves  been  back- 
ward in  annoying  the'enemy ;  but  as  they  were  convinced 
from  the  present  inactivity  of  the  English,  that  the  design 
of  an  invasion  raust  have  been  laid  aside,— ^a  conviction 
strengthened  by  the  daily  and  rapid  decrease  of  the  new 
levies,— they  said  they  should  be  necessitated  to  make  peace 
with  the  French  for  themselves,  on  the  best  terms  they 
could.  Still,  if  the  English  would  immediately  march 
against  Crown  Point,  they  would  cheerfully  assist  them 
with  one  thousand  of  their  best  warriors.  ^ 

I  have  found  no  record  of  Mr.  Clinton's  doings  at  Albany 
during  this  visit,  save  a  single  sentence  in  a  letter  written 
by  him  to  the  duke  of  Newcastle  upon  his  return  to  the 
cily,  to  the  effect  that  while  at  Albany,  he  had.  prevailed 
upon  two  powerful  Indian  natives — ^formerly  in  the  French 
interest — ^to  join  the  English.  The  visit,  however,  was 
probably  a  short  one,  since  he  was  at  the  council  board 
again  in  July.  Bat  from  the  letters  of  Colonel  Johnson  it 
appears  that  he  met  the  governor  and  concerted  arranger 
ments  for  relieving  Oswegp,-^Lieutenant  Yiasoher  having 
been  dispatched  thither  with  a  cargo  of  good^,  provisions, 
and  ammunition. 

Meantime  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  so  great  a  portion 
of  the  open  season,  and  the  utter  neglect  of  the  contest  by 
the  ministers,  so  far  at  least  as  the  eoloi^ies  were  concerned. 
Governor  Shirley  was  pushing  his  design  of  an  attack  upon 
Crown  Ppint,  with  all  the  zeal  and  energy  of  hia  character, 
and  all  the  means  at  his  command.^    There  could  be  no 

I  -  n 
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^^5jjf  •  security  for  the  froi^tiers  either  of  New  York  or  New  Eng- 
^-v— '  land  from  the  devastations  of  the  enemy,  until  Crown  Ponlt, 
the  grand  rendezvous  of  the  numerous  wai^parties  con- 
tinually h^JT'^ssing  the  border,  should  be  wrested  from  him ; 
«nd  in  order  to  unity  of  action,  and  the  organization  and 
concentration  of*  a  force  adequate  to  the  undertaking,  Shir- 
ley wrote  to  OUnton  in  July,  proposing  a  congress  of  the 
colonies  from  New  Hampshire  to  Virginia,  botii  inclusive, 
to  consuH  for  the  common  defei^ce,  and  render  their  efibits 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  more  effective.  He  informed 
Mr.  Clinton  that  l^e  had  summoned  a  meeting  of  the  Mas^ 
lachusetts  legislature  to  consider  the  subject,  and  he  urged 
a  similar  course  upon  New  York.  He  said  he  had  made 
like  communications  to  i  the  colonies  included  in  the  pro- 
ject, urging  them  all  to  cooperate, — Massachusetts,  at  all 
events,  being  determined  to  e^ert  her  utmost  power  in  the 
enterprise.  He  wae  very  anxious  that  the  Six  Nations 
should  be  persuaded  to  greater  exertions  thai^  they  had 
hithe^  made ;  and  for  t^e  better  security  of  the  north- 
western settiements  of  Massachusetts,  he  asked  that  one 
}mn4red  rangers  might  be  employed  by  New  York  between 
Saratoga  and  the  New  England  border.  ^ 
•  ^he  general  assembly  of  New  York  came  together  iq^ain 
for  the  transaction  of  business  on  the  fourth  of  August, 
when  Shirley's  letter  was  laid  before  them  by  the  governor, 
accompanied  by  a  message  informmg  them  tibiat  ^by  the 
advice  of  his  council  he  had  acceded  to  the  proposal  con- 
tained in  that  letter,  and  tliftt  the  forces  of  the  province 
were  to  be  put  into  action  in  conjunction  with  those  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  The  season  for  offensive 
Opei^tions,  however,  was  already  too  fiEur  advanced  tx>  allow 
of  ^  meeting  of  commissioners  to  make  estimates  of  the 
6:ipense,  and  to  adjust  the  proportions  which  each  colony 
selectively  should  bear.  But  on  a  rough  calculation  it 
wi|8  thought  that  fourteen  thousand  pounds  WQuld  cover 

the  charges  of  the  intended  movement,  and  his  excellency 
\  •  •  •  ■  ■  ■  I 

^  3m  8hlrl^/'i  \p\AsT  in  the  mlimiM  of  ih»  wnanmX  boftrd. 
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tmsted  that  neither  of  the  colonies  would  be  baekward  in  ^^^ 
meeting  its  just  share  of  the  amount.    Indeed,  he  thought  ^-vr' 
New  York  might  venture  to  assume  more  than  its  quotai     - 
both  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  having  advanced  com- 
siderable  sums  to  stimulate  the  Six  Nations  in  continuing 
their  incursions  against  the  enemy.    The  governor  said  he 
had  received  the  renewed  assurances  of  the  good  feelings 
of  the  Six  Nations,  with  pledgee  of  their  most  vigorous 
assistance ;  and  he  had  lijc-ewise  reason  tq  expect  the  aid 
of  several  more  distant  tribes,  heretofore  in  the  i^iterests 
of  the  French.    H«  would  bring  no  other  subject  to  the 
attention  of  the  assembly  then,  wishing  their  immediate 
action  upon  this  important  matter,  that  he  might  communi- 
cate their  determination  to  the .  other  governments  forth- 
with, and  thus  prevent  further  lo^  of  time. 

The  message  was  not  met  in  a  corresponding  iqpirit  by 
the  assembly,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  first  action  was  ihp 
adoption  of  a  series  of  resolutions  insulting  the  governor^ 
and  evasive  as^to  the  object  specially  pressed  upon  their 
consideratioh.  They  cautiously  declared  their  willingness 
to  come  into  any  "  well-conctorted"  -scheme  for  annoying 
the  conmion  enemy,  but  tfaej^  would  not  consent  to  raise 
moneys  upon  the  ^^  pretence''  contained  in  the  message 
withottt  a  better  knowledge  of  the  ^^ grounds''  and  '* rea- 
sons." They  doubted  whether  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut had  ever  contributed  any  ^'  considerable  sunn"  for 
the  Inclian  service,  and  even  If  they  had  done  so,  New  York 
had  paid  more  than  both  of  them  put  together, — adding  to 
the  seMence  the  significant  insinuation — ^'and  his  excel- 
lency knows  how  thiese  sums  h»re  been  applied."  Still, 
for  the  promotion  of  any  ^^  well  concerted  scheme"  against 
the  enemy  by  the  three  colonies  named  in  the  message, 
they  would  consent  to  Bear  one-third  of  the  expense; 
believing,  however,  that  the  other  colonies,  not  mentionedi 
ought  to  contribute  to  the  cause.  These  negative  resolves 
were  adopted  on  the  sixth  of  August.  From  that  day  until 
the  thirty-first,  not  the  least  attention  was  paid  by  the 
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<^P-  assembly  to  the  state  of  the  colony, — ^its  time  being  occu* 
s.«^y.-/pied  upon  bills  of  comparatively  trifling -Inoment,  such  as 
1747.  jg^j.  farming  out  the  excise, — for  raising  a  £ELrtiieF  sum  by 
lottery  toward  founding  a  college, — and  for  the  examina- 
tion of  the  public  accounts  for  the  year  1713 ;  for  prevent- 
ing desertions  from  the  forces,  &c.,  &c. 
'  -But  if  the  assembly  was  idle,  the  enemy  was  not,  and  the 
people  of  the  northern  settlements,  even  of  Albany  itself 
were  in  a  high  state  of  alarm,  and  that  not  without  reason. 
Parties  of  the  enemy  had  penetrated  south  of  the  Mohawk> 
into  the  valley  of  the  Schohariekil,  where  a  number-  of 
men  had  been  killed  and  scalped.  Saratoga  was  also  once 
fiiore  nearly  if  not  quite  surrounded  by  the  foeman,  and 
several  persons  had  likewise  been  killed  in  that  vicinity. 
How  Colonel  Johnson  was  engaged  &t  this  time,  will  appear 
by  the  following  extracts  from  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to 
the  governor  i 

CoUmd  Johnson  io  Ghwemor  Clinton. 

* 

"  Mount  Johnson,  August  13, 1747. 
•^May  it  please  your  excellency : 

^^  I  enclose  the  message  sent  by  the  New  England  Indians 
to  their  uncles,  the  Mohawks,  and  their  answer  to  it,  by 
which  all  people  may  see  that  the  Indians  are  in .  earnest^ 
and  resolved  to  proceed  in  the  war.  I  this  day  had  an 
account  by  an  Indian  express  from  Oswego,  that  there  were 
agreat  number  of  Senecas,  andsom^eof  the  foreign  Indians 
with  them,  (called  the  Flat  Heads,)  coming  down  to  me 
with  several  belts  of  wampum,— one  whereof  is  a  vast  large 
one, — almost  like  the  one  your  excellency  gave  the  Six 
Nations  last  summer, — ^which  belt  must  purport  a  great  deal 
of  news.  I  expect  them  here  in  two  days,  and  am  making 
everything  ready  for  their  reception.  As  soon  as  I  have 
heard  the  news,  and  have  done  with  them,  I  shall  let  your 
excellency  know  the  purport 

%  4t  m     .  T^  4(  t¥  *  ♦  ifn  '  ifn 

.    "  I  (^oke  to  your  excellency  when  in  Albany,  about  neces- 
saries for  the  men  destined  for  the  Indian  service,  but  find 


.  * 


i. ' 
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nothing  done  about  it.  I  have  not  one  pwr  of  Indian  shoes  ^ 
for  them,  without  which  they  cannot  go  through  the  woods,  v-v^ 
I  proposed  doing  great  service  with  these  men,  and  tibia  ^"^^^ 
Indians  t6gether,  but  it  seems  I  may  not  have  the  o|^x^ 
tunity ;  for  there  is  not  even  one  of  the  companies  which, 
were  t)rdered  for  that  service  moved  up  here  yet,  which 
makes  the  Indians  think  worse  and  worse  of  us,  after 
assuring  them  they  should  be  up  very  shortly.  I  lead  Ik 
most  miserable  life  among  them  at  present,  occasioned  by 

so  many  cQsappointments.  « 

♦         ♦         ♦         «««         ♦.        «         ♦         ♦ 

• 

"  There  is  one  thing  ^hich  I  wish  your  excellency  ta 
consider  of,  l^hich  i»  my  extraordinary  expense  in  keeping 
several  hands  employed  to  attend  the  numbers  of  Indiana 
I  have  daily  had  at  my  house  these  twelve  months  past  ;*  as 
also*  of  aclei^k,  who,  Witli  myself,  has  more  work  than  mm 
can  well  bear.  This  the  country  is  very  sensible  ofl  So  I 
shall  leave  it  to  your  excellency's  consideration  what  tx>  do 
init"^ 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  August,  information  was  received 
by  the  governor  from  Albany,  that  the  forces  stationed  there 
had  been  withdrawn  £pom  tiie  city,  and  posted  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Hudson,  a  mile,  below,  by  which  movement  t]he 
city  waa  left  defenceless^  greatly  exposed,  and  the  people 
much.«  alarmed..  Several  geatlemen  from  Albany  were 
examined  upon  the  subject  before  the  legislative  council^ 
who  confirmed  the  statement  It  fSsirther .  appeared  that 
depredations  had  been  committed  by  the  enemy  in  the  very 
precincts  of  AJLbany ;  that  there  were  not  more  than  three 
hundred  of  its  citizens,  old  and  young,  capable  of  bearing 
arms ;  and  that  all  were  compelled,  from  the  aged  judge  of 
the  court  to  the  stripling,  to  mount  guard  in  turn  each  one 
every  fourth  night, — ^whereupon  an  address  was  presented 
to  the  governor  praying  that  the  levies  at  the  north  be 
ordered  to  move  into  the  city  axjid  remain  there  for  its  pro- 


288  Ltn  OF  SIB  WXLLUH  JOBKSON,  BABT. 


^  tection  until  otherwise  directed.    The  cause  of  this  moye- 

ment  of  the  troops  A*om  Albany  nowhere  appears.    It 

^^*^'  seems,  however,  to  have  been  of  apiece  with  the  bustling, 

yet  strangely  inefficient  conduct  of  the  war  in  this  qualrter 

from  the  beginning. 

Impatient,  and  not  without  reason,  at  the  infection  of  the 
assembly,  the^  governor  sent  them  a  message  on  the  thirty- 
first  of  August,  informing  them  esqplicitly  that  he  would 
no  longer  furnish  provisions  for  the  four  independeQt  com- 
panies stationed  at  Albany,  at  the  expense  of  the  <;rown^ 
nor  for  the  levies  from  the  southern  counties,  destined  for 
ihe  Canadian  expedition.  Keither  would  he  draw- any 
longer  upon  the  crown  &>r  the  support  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, although  he  could  not  disguise  the ;  fact  that  n  failure 
of  supplies  for  the  Indian  waivparties,  might  be  followed 
by  frighted  consequences.  He  therefore  ^reqoe^ted  a  vote 
of  supplies  for  those  objects  of  the  pubUc  service  ^for  two 
months,-— by  the  end  of  whidbt.time  ho  hoped  to  receive 
definite  information  as' to  his  majesty's  pleasure  respecting 
Ibe  forces  at  Albany,  and  also  to  learn  whether  the  neigh- 
Vning  colonies  would  contribute  toward  the  defence  of  the 
eotmtry.  He  informed  them  that  since  the  invasion  of  the 
enemy  at  Burnetsfield,  Oolonel  Johiison  eould  no  longer 
supply  the  post  at  Oswego,  save  at  double  the  former 
expense,  nor  even  then  unless  furnished  with  a  goard  to 
escort  the  stores.  A  vote  of  supplies  for  this  objeot,  and 
also  to  defray  the  cost  of  transporting  provisions  to  Sara^ 
t6ga,  was  necessary,  since  these  expenses  could  no  longer 
be  borne  by  the  crown.  Accompanying  the  message  was 
an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Colonil  Johnson,  informing 
tte  governor  that  he  was  about  to  set  out  at  the  head  of  a 
considerable  party  of  Christians  and  Indians  in  quest  of  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy  and  his  allies  who  had  been  dis- 
covered between  Saratoga  and  Crown  Point.  This  letter 
was  dated  on  the  nineteenth  of  August.  Two  days  afterward 
another  dispatch  from  the  colonel,  dated  the  twenty-eighth, 
was  communicated  to.the'-assembly  upon  the  sflwe  subject. 
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The  assembly  replied  by  resolutions  declaring  that  neither  ^^ff^ 
the  crown  nor  the  colony  need  be  at  the  expense  of  sup- w^-^ 
p<H*ting  the  four  companies  of  independent  fusileers  sta-  ^^^^* 
tioned  at  Albany^  fhey  having  always  subsisted  themselves^ 
out  of  their  own  pay,  save  when  detached  to  distant  posta^ 
as  at  Oswego,  for  example,  in  which  cases  the  colony  had 
always  furnished  the  supplies,  as  of  course  they  ougjbt» 
The  colony,  it  was  said,  had  from  time  to  time,  and  some- 
times even  without  his  excellency's  recommendation,  pro- 
visioned the  sixteen  companies  of  one  hundred  levies  each ; 
and  it  appeared  to  the  assembly  unreasonable  that  thej 
should  be  burdened  with  the  farther  expense  of  supporting 
the  forces  from  the  mote  southern  colonies,  which  ought 
each  to  provide  for  their  own.  In  regard  to  the  Indian 
service,  inasmuch  as  the  crown  had  authorized  the  making 
of  such  presents  to  them  in  1746,  as  would  secu^  their 
hearty  cooperation  in  the  war,  they  urged  IJiat  his  excet 
lency  ought  to  continue  drawing  upon  that  source,  for  that 
object,  at  least  until  his  majesty's  pleasure  should  be.  sig- 
nified to  the  contrary,— hoping  at  the  same  time — ^for  the 
house  lost  no  opportunity-of  renewing,  at  least  by  impli- 
cation, the  charge  of  tk  former  embezzlement  of  Indian 
presents,— ^that  his  excellency  had  made  such  use  of  the 
means  placed  in  his  hands  by  the  crown  for  that  object^ 
as  had  been  for  the*  advantage  of  his  majesty's  service. 
80  of  supplying  Saratoga,  as  his  excellency's  bills  for  su^ 
plying  that  post  had  thus  fiir  been  borne  by  the  crown^  he 
should  continue  to  draw  until  instructed  to  the  contrary. 
Respecting  the  hardship  of  Colonel  Johnson's  case,  it  was 
held  that  according  to  his  excellency's  own  message  of 
December  second,  1746,  that  gentleman  had  contracted  to 
supply  the  garrison  at  Oswego  upon  the  same  terms  in  wvt 
as  in  peace.  No  additiqnal  allowance  ought  therefore  to 
be  made  to  him  for  that  service,  even  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  guards.  The  pressure  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
northern  settlements,  however,  awakened  the  assembly  to 
a  partial  sense  of  duty  in  the  emergeiicy ;  and  having  thus 
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^^.  cavalierly  discussed  those  subjects  of  the  message,  it  had 

■  "^^v^  the  grace  to  resolve  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  for 

IW-  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  three  companies  of  rangers,  of 

^\;  .       fiAy  men  each,  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  against 

the  skulking  parties  of  the  enemy,— one  for  the  defence  ot 

Albany,  one  for  Schenectady,  and  one  for  Kinderhook. 

The  feelings  of  Mr.  Clinton  in  regard  to  these  resolutions, 

may  be  inferred  from  the  subjoined  letter  communicating 

a  copy  thereof  to  Colonel  Johnson :  It  also  shows  the  high 

estimate  which  Clinton  placed  upon  the  services  which 

Johnson  was  then  rendering  to  the  country : 

Grovemor  Clinton  to  Colond  Johnson. 

Nbw  Tobk,  September  7,  1747. 
"Sir: 

My  last  letter  to  you  was  dated  the.  twentieth  of  August. 
SooB  after  I  received  yours  of  the  fourteenth,  seventeenth, 
and  nineteenth,  acquainting  me  of  your  iutention  of  going 
out  with  a  party  of  Indians  and  Christian^ ;  and  very  uneasy 
I  have  been  ever  since,  afraid  lest  that  letter  should  be  the 
means  of  your  laying  aside  such  a  glorious  design,  which 
must  always  redound  to  your  honored  reputatioi^.  You 
ought  to  receive  the  thanks  of  the  whole  province  for  what 
you  have  already  done  for  it,  but  am  sorry  to  say,  instead 
of  public  thanks,  you  have  the  frowns  of  an  inveterate 
^tssembly,.  as  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  resplves.  But  I 
hope  you  will  receive  thanks  from  their  superiors. 

"I  must  now  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
twenly-eighth  of  August,  which  I  immediately  communi- 
cated to  the  council  and  assembly^  in  hopes  it  would  have 
touched  their  souls.  ^  But  notwithstai^ding  it  was  delivered 
to  them  before   their  resolve  about  the  provisions  for 

1  Johnson  was  very  careful  in  preseiring  tlie  original  draughts  of  his  let- 
ten.  But  the  lettet  we  have  spoken  of,  with  many  hundreds  of  others,  hat 
lioi  suryi^ed  the  ravages  of  time,  and  ehanoe.  Acoordiag  ta  the  entry  of 
itt  sttbatanoe  in  the  minutes  of  the  council  board,  however,  the  force  the 
colonel  was  now  preparing  to  lead  against  the  enemy,  consisted  of  "four 
hundred  Christians  and  about  the  tame  number  of  Indimis*'* 


*» 
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Odwego,  it  had  no  «flfect  on  them.    But  I  will  vepture  to  9^^* 
say,  <  that  though  these  stubborn  Dutclimen  won't  do  you  v-vW 
the-  juistice  they  ought,  yet  when  I  represent  to  hismajesly  I747.i 
the  vafit  progress  you  have  made,  (haycwd  apy  reasonAWer       ,  ^ 
expectation,)  by  your  good  management,  a^d  mpst  extraor- 
dinary influence  *widi  the  Indians,  wjda^  you  mirprisinglj 
cultiyate  ccrfktkiiially,'your.condiict  and  b^H^vior  will  Im 
greatly  approved  hy  Us  majesty,  and  Ux  such  a  njiauner  as 
may  show  these  'wretches  you-  -haVi^  nuarited  ypH^'  royal 
master's'  fEtvor,  in  a  gi^at-measure  preserving  not  objy  this 
but  all  the  northern  colonies  from  ruuu  .  < 

*'^I  acquainted  governor  Shirley  what  you  desixed  m 
relation  to  Lydius,  who  desired  I  would  acquaint  you  he 
was  sorry  you  had  *takto  umbrage  -at  Lydius's  being  con-^ 
cemed  with  you  in  what  has  J>een  done  by  his  govBrnmefil, 
towards  securing  the- Iii^ans  of  .the  Biz  Nations*  in  our 
interest.  He  would  not-hdve  you  imagine  that  Mmself^  or 
any  part. of  his  government,  puts  -Xydiua's  services  in  the 
least  computation  with  your  own,  or.  that  ihe  Indians  have 
been  engaged  in  acts  of  hostility -fl'g^st  the  Fi^nch,  by 
any  person's  influence  buit  your  own,  under  my  directions; 
and  your  uncle  Sir  Peter,  to  whom  his  letters  on  that  head, 
and  die.  duke  of  Newcastle,  haye  been,  showiiu  can  inform' 
yo|i  that  he  has  di3ne  your  m^rit  aU.tha  justicpn  his  powor. 
.^«  For  piy  part  I  think  this  expedition  you  have  -now 
undertaken,  to  be  of  S4ch  incite  service  to  this  and  the 
neighboijf\g  colpnies,  that  though  I  was  deterni^.ed  to  be 
at  no  more  charges  for  the  Indians  at  the  expense  of  the  ^'*'' 
crown,  yet  I  can't  avoid  doing  it  again  in  justice  to  yon 
and  the  brave  Indians  who  are  on  this  party  with  you ;  for 
which  reason,  whatever  goddiB^  land  Expense  you  are  at,  for 
silisfying  the  Indians,  on  your  retu"!rn  J  will  give  you  my 
bi^ls  on  the  treasury, therefor,  iiit  then  I  must  desire  you 
to  give  it  out,  (iM^d  to  let  nobody  know  to  the  contra^) 
that  youtake  this  expenseupon  yourself  from  the  faith  yea 

have  in  the'  assetiibly,  which  can't  reftise  to-pay  you  ft* 

'    -  .87  s    ..  •  ^  ...  ,    . 
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m^«  service 'iHat  18- BO  absolutel-y  n^cedsary  for  the  safety  of  tha 

^•v-'  people  <rf  this  province. 

1747*  .  «  J  ^ould  send  you  up  money,  but  as-I  writ  you  word  in 
my  letter  of  the  twentiet):!,  I  ooi|id  not  get  a.  farthing,  on 
account  of  a  man-of-war  going  to  England.  .  I  should  there^ 
lbr&  be  glad  if  you  would  take  bills  lor  the-  account  you 
sent  me,  and  add  this  to  it,  your  uncle  can  96li0it  it,  and  I 
prpmiee  to  dd  all  in  my  power,  both  with  the  duke  of  ISewr 
oaatle  atad  MT'  Pelham,  to  get  them  immediately  paid ;  and 
I  ban  assure  you  you  may  depei^d  on  Mr*  ShirkBy's  interesit 
in  it  entirely.  I  think  you  had  best  come  down,,  and  we 
can  together  settle  things  to  the  satisfaction  of  both^of  us. 
^^  Commissioners  are  oo|:ne  from  Boston  to  negotiate  a 
Bckeme  for  securing  the  Indiaufr  and  frontiers,  and  I  expect 
others.  ^  It  will  not  be  amiss  to  acquaint  the  Indiana  of 
it.  I  hope  Mr.  Shirley  a^d  I  -shall  soon  agree  upon  somoo 
thing  to  keep  the  Indians  steadfiE^  in  our  interest.  . 

^^  You  have  several  friends  on  the  spot  who  heartily  wish 
jp^  well,  and  a  great  deal  of  success;  a^d  I  do  assure  you 
nobody  does  it  more  heattily  than,  dear  sir, 

'**  Your  fidthfril  ^ctnd  and  serv't,  . 

G.  OliMov. 

"P.  S.  'I  must  (Caution  you  to  be  on  your  guard,  for  some 
people  who  ought  to  bear  a  greater  ^gard  foi*  you  than 
they  ever  showed,  considering*  the  alliance  .between  tnem 
and  Sir  Peter,  have  som^  d^ignfii  not  fo  save  you,  take  my 
word^  but  UiemselveiB.  '  I  wait  'with  great  impatience  to 
h^ar  from  you.  * 
**  ColoneiJohnson."  '      " 

'These  eommiaBienera  w«^  Q^noiaal'Welbi,  Robert  H«le,  and  bUver  P«ri- 
vidge.  Shirlej's  letter  announQing  tbeir  eppolmtmibJit„  wm  Teqehce<j[  A|id 
laid  before  Governor  Clinton's  coanoil  on  the  fourth  of  September.  On  t£e 
elerenth,  Bo^r  Woloott,  Thomas  Fitch,  and  Benjamin  Ifall,  were  announ'oed 
M  the  oommissioners  prom  Conneoticnt.  On  the  twefftj-ete^nd,  PhnifiLliF- 
SiriigftoB,  and  Jkweph  Murray,  of  the  exeeuihraoouneil,  and  WiUiam  Niehell, 
PMUp  VerptaiitBli»  and  ffarrj  Cicuger,  of  ike  affeembly,  wesafH^'pointed  eom- 
•    BiiMionere  tp  thp  oongress  on  the  part  of  New  York. 

*Maausoilp^  (#tter. 
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>The  sailor-gov&rpor,  wjbo  certainly  wratahis  own  letters,  cs^ 
akhough '  Colden  had  the  credit  of  preparing  his  state-  w^-^ 
papers,  was  not  the  best  rhetorician  of  his  day.    StiU,  he'^^^^ 
could  write  well  enough  to  make  himself  nnderstopd* 
Colonel  Johnaon'  iHras  now  evidently  in  high^fovor  with  hi^ 
oxeellency,' while,  the   menLbera  of  the  assembly,  we^ 
denounced  with  emphasis,  though  in  a  private  letter,  aar 
^^  wretches.^'    The  character  of  LydioB  was  quedionabl^. 
and  there  was  probable  <:ause  for  the  jealoui^  of  Johnson  > 
toward  him:    Lydius  had  visited  Boston  during'  the>pr8« 
cedi!|Eig  month  of  May,  and  from,  the  .tenor  of  a  I^^ttev 
addressed  to  him  s6on  after  his  return  to  Albany,  by  Colon^ 
Stoddard,  ;of  Northampton,  .whidli  X  find  among  the  John* 
son  papers,  he  must  have  supceeded  in  imposing  himsdf 
upon  Governor  fihirley  and  his  eounsellors  as  a  man  of  ^o 
mean  consideration.    The  postscript  to  the  foregoing  lett^i; 
of  Jdx.  Clinton,  /referred,  of  course,  to  D^el^apc^,  n^vf 
become  th^  mastetiispirit  o;^  the  assembly^  and  who  had 
probably  moved  thi9  house  to-  the  hostile  resolutwi  agaLuft 
Johnson.    But  the  chief  justice  was  too  wary  to  commit 
himself  iipon.paperyrHUBiiigMj^.HorBmapden,  his -associate 
upon  ther  bench,  as  his  amanuenusk    The  resol\^tioiis  s(ad 
addresses  of  the  asiiembly  during  this  stormy  peripd  wefe 
understood  to  have  been  written  by  him,  and  the  day  jon 
which*  ^e  was  jbo  be  punished  for  these  labors^  wai  now  ra> 
pidly  drawing  nigh.    Having  invested  the  ohieijf  justice  with 
a  Qommission  irrev'ooable  during  good  behavior,  and  there* 
fore  being  unable  to  visit  him  with  his  resentments  the       ^^ 
governor  determined  to  bestow  ihe  Ml  measure  of  his 
vengeance  \ip6n    hjJB   mstrumbit.    Accordingly,  ofi  the 
twelfth  day  of  Sept^mber»}dr,fix)r8mand[en  was  suspended 
froo^  his  majesty's  service  as  a  member  of  the  council,  and 
a  note  of  his  suspensioJi  wafi  directed  tai>e  Altered  upon 
the  journals,  .  The  reasons^  thju?  procedure  the  governor 
said  he  would  cause  to  be  laid  befdi'd  his  m^esty.    Having 
also  been  previously  named  as  one  of  the  eommissioneirs  to 
meet  the  representatives  fitond  the  other  eolonietf  in  oon- 
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<jj^p»  gresB.  Mr.  norsiiianden's  name  was  orderbd  to  be.striokbn 
^«_^'from  that  comnuBsion.  ^  iNor  T^as  his  degradatiou  conxr 
17i7.  pleted  until  his  removal  from  the  benoh,  aud  from  the 
recordership  of  the  city,' — ^measures  that  followed*  in  quick 
^accession;  TFet  he  continued  to  hold  the  pen  for  the 
aftseipbly  for  a  considerabte  time  afterward.  Being '  poor, 
however,  he  wa^  compell^  to  rely  upon  ttie  private  bounty^ 
of  hifl  fHends  and  partisans ;  and  those  who  know  the 
selfishness  and  ingratitude  \of  politicians,  in  all  ages,  and 
altdoBt  without  an  exception,  may  well  judge  how  he  fared. 
%t  the  emphatic  languaige  of  Smith,  he  was*  ^^ employed, 
a^lauded, — ^and  ruined.*"  >  •  » 
^  the  i^turn  of  Oolcmel  Johnson  firom  his  expedition 
tdl:iivard  Orown  Point  in  search  of  the  enemy,  whom  he  was 
t[6t  Rb\e  to  find,  was  announced  to  the  governor  by  express 
on  the  thupteenA  of  September.  Very  ]tmplea8ant  intelli- 
gence, howe^^,  had  been  received  firom  that  direction  a 
few  days  bfejbre,  filling  the  assembly  add  Ae  people  with 
aliurm.  The  foit  nt  Saratoga  was  garrisoned  by  the  ^N'ew 
Jiertey  levies,  commanded  by  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler ;  but 
aU  Mr:  CTlintoh  was  inflexible  iii  hiil  purpose  of  drawing  no 
Aore*upon  the  crown,  there  was  danger  of  a  speedy  evaco* 
ittion  of  the  p08t  for  want  of  providions.  Indeed/  infor- 
inktion  totha*  effect  from  Colonel  Sehdyler  himself,  caused 
the  assembly,  without  waiting  for  his;  exceijency's  answec 
to  their  resolutions  of  the  second'of  September,  to  address 
him  on  the  ninth,  praying  earnestly  for  the  adoption  of  sucU 

1  Minutes  of  UMOounQfl  boArd. 

*f<Saoh  WM  his  ptndltloii,  until  hfi  raised  himself  by  an  advantageons 
lUktttk,  and,  bj  forsaking  his  aeeooiateB,  r^ooncil^d  himself  to  Mr.  CUntonf 
^ken  that  goTemor  brbke  With  the  man  whose  indisbretion  and  vehemenee 
tlM  chief  justice  had  improTed,  to  'expose  both  to  the  general  odium  of  .the 
eolenj.  Until  hii  marriage  with  Mrs.  Vesey ,  JMr.  Horsmanden  was  an  obieot 
of  pity  ;.  toasted  indeed  as  the  man  who.-  dared  to  be  honest  in  the  worst  of 
times,  but  at  a  loss  for  hi6  meals;  and,  bj^  the  fmpoHunity  of  his  creditors, 
IfouiV  sxposed  to  the  horrora  of  *a  jail ;  and  heiice'his  irreconcilable  enmity 
to  Bootor  Golden,  by  w)|os4  adrice  he  fell,  and  to  Mr.  DeLavcey,  wli(»e 
Ul^tlouB  p<)liUo8i«xpo«ed,-him  to  the. Tsngeanoa of  that  minister."— ,Sm^'/'^ 
▼ol.  ii.  page  189.  . 
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measures  as  would  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  forces,  oh^ 
aiid  preserve  the  fortress  &on>  Ailing  into  the  hands  of  the  w^^ 
enemy,  tvith  Its  heavy  cannon  and  stores.  In  the  event  of  ^^^'^•' 
the*  desertion  of  the  Jerseymen,  the  h6use  suggested  that 
tiie  post  might  be-regarrik>ned  by  a  detachment  from  the 
new  levies  destined  against  Canada.  Or,  if  these  levies 
were  not  «till  within  his  excellencg^'a  command,  fhey  prayed 
that  a  portion  of  the  independent  fusileers  might  be  sent 
thither,  the  "assembly  pledging  the  necessaiy  supplies  ^fbr 
that  service. '  But  before  this  address  had  beeA^resented^ 
the  governor  had  retidered  any*  answer  thereto  unnecesiMsy 
by  a  message  of  a  vety  decided  character  in  reply  to  tiie 
resolutions  of  the  hotise  of  tiie  preceding  week,  in  Whidi 
all  the  de^nands  for  supplies  contained  in  his  last  precedkig 
^aieasage,  were  reitefated,  with  a  threat  that  unless  tibfe 
house  should  revoke  it^  determination  not  to  provide  *&» 
the  transportation  of'^suppliesto  the  oifl{H:)stS,  together  witk 
its  refusal  to  allow  Colonel  Johnson  a  guard  to  convey  1ii% 
supplies  for  Oswego,  he  should  be  ttfider  the  necessity  of 
withdrawing  the  gaMsons  both  from  the  last  mtotioned 
post,  and  from  Baratoga,-*p6ints  which  would  of  course 
be  immediately  cfecupifd  by  tie^  -enemy.  Rec^tulating 
again  the  hifiltoiy  of  his  own '  successful  negotiations  with 
the  Indians,  and  extolling  the  services  of  Colo^elJohnson', 
his  excellency  reniinded  the  assembly  of  the  great  expense 
to  which  t^e  crown  had  been  put  in  brining  tlie  Indians 
into  their  present  toiicable '  state  of  feeling  t6ward  the 
English,  and  insisted,  tha^  the  colony  ought  in  justice  to; 
defray  the  future  charge  bf  maintaining  those  relations. 
In  any  event,  hp  demanded  *appropriatioti8  to  cover  the 
demands  of  the  Service  for  at  least  twt>  months,  admonudw 
iug  tbe  assembly' that  if  this  demand  should  again  t^  ' 
refused,  the  Responsibility  for  every  calamity  that  might 
consequently  ensue,'  would  rest  u|)on  them.  "  If,"  said  Hs 
excellency  in  cjosing,  "  you  deny  me' the  necessary  suppfies, 
'  all  my  endeavors  mugt*J>ec6me  ineffectual  and  fruitless; 
I  must  wash  my  hands,  and  leave  at  your  doors  ^e  blood 
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<^^  of  the  innocent  people  that  may  4>e  shed  bj  a  oniel  and 
Wy^  merciless  enemy/*  This  message  was  reoeived*  by  the 
^7^7.  house  on  the  tenths  and  referred  to  a  oommittejQ«  One  day 
after,  the  committee  deputed  to  wait  upon  his  excellency 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  ninth,  reported  that  they  had 
discharged  their  duty,  but  that  the  goremor  had  declinied 
answering  them.  Whereupon  it  was  forthwith  resolved 
that  his  excellency  be  again  addressed*  to.  the  saatne  effeet 
as  befoi:e  in  rqgsard  to  the  perilous  condition  of  Saratoga ; 
'  and  on  tl^  sixteenth  another  series  of  resolutions  Was 
adopted,  embodying  the  exact  substance  of  those  of  the 
nmtii,  save  that  the  assembly  now  avowed  a  willingness^ 
fllKmld  Colonel  Johnson,  by  any  un/brseen  aceident,  be  a 
aolEerer  in  the  execution  of  his  cpjutract  -  for  euj^dying 
tine  garrison  at  Oswego,  to  t^ke  hM'Case.into  c'onsideratioi^ 
and  do  /or  him  whatever  mighjb.appear  to  be  reasonable. 
But  upon  every'  odier  point  the  house  insisted  upon  its 
iEmner  positions.  ^  .  .  .^  '       ,  .... 

'^  This  vexatious  gaix^^  of  oross  puipp^^s  waa  intomlpted 
bjB>suooessi\Ke  #4J^^^^^^49»  ^7  eonmuiQd  qf  the  j^ovemor^ 
until  the  W^  of  October, — ^not,  howev^,  without  a  remon- 
«tmnce  by  the  assembly  against  these  ^inteiTuptions,  and  a 
vote  of  censure  for  the  inoonvenienee  to  which  his  excel- 
lency  was  subjecting  the  .  members.  Yet  Mr.  Clinton 
dasc^ed  not  the  censure,  being  eh^ged  during  .the.  recess 
in  active  negotiations  with  tiie  oommissionejcv.  £rom  the 
severaii  colonies  then  in  ^session,^  and  not  desiring  the 
,  presence  of  the  assembly  until  the  resrults  of  those  nego- 
tiations  could  be  opmn^unicated.*  Meantipae^as  volunteers 
oould  not  be  obtaule^  for  reeruiting  the  garrison  at  Oswego, 
Colonel  Philip  Schuyler  was  orderedto  draft  the  requisite 
!V'itfttnber  of  men  for  that  service  froi^  his  own  regiment ; 
and  Colonel  Robertii  was  directed  to  send  three  companies 
of  levieato  Saratoga,  wjth  instructions  that  should  it  be 
ioxmi  impossible  to  maintain  tha};  post,  the  fort  and  block- 
houses must  be  destroyed,  and  the  dannon  aiid  military 
stores  removed  to  Albany.  ^    Very  shortly  afterward  advices 

iJounuklpof  ibe  o^onoilboard.  { 
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were  received  that  the  latter  clause  of 'the  indtractiona  had  ch^. 

VOL-' 

beei^  obeyed  to  the  letter.    The  fort  had  been  burnt  and  ....^ 
the  stores  removed  as  directed;^— by  which  measure  of  ^^*'^- 
questionable  ;neoessity  tbe  northern   fix>ntierB   was  left 
entirely  uncovered.  ^ 

At  the  eamest*  solioiiation  of  the.  ^vemor,  Colonel 
Johnson  had  now  arrived  iii  'Kew  York  for-  ^consultatiod 
respecting  the'  conditkm  of  ike  colony  ^t-  large ;  and  on 
the  third  of  October^  a  eomaiittee  of  the  axeeutive  council 
was  directed  to  «ummon  the  ootonel  before  ttiem  for  ezan^ 
ination,  with  speciiU.  relation  to  Indian  fdOBurs  and  the 
meaaur^  proper  to.be  pursued  in  tkeir  immediate  admhi-* 
istration.  The  examination  WM  h^ld  on  the  liinth.  The 
eol(md['s  advice*  was,  that  an  ageqt  should  be  dispatched  to 
Osw^^o  without  delay,-  with-  stiitable  pnsenta  for  distribu- 
tion among  the  Indians/  in  order  to  preserve  their  e^tii^ 
good  disposition.  •  He  stated  &at  when  he  first  engaged  in 
the  maaagement  of  the  affitirl^  of  that  departm^it  theif 
sachema  were  chiefly  intlilB  French  interest,  and  had  actually 
received  belts  from  them  which  they  had'  since  given  ^p, 
receiving  belts  from  him  iii  theijr  steady  in  behalf  of  the 
En^sh.  He  believed  that. unless  proper  mepsiures  were 
t^en  to  secure  them  in  their  present  &ydrable  mood,  there 
would  be  great  ^ssatlsfactipn  and  dunger  resulting  from 
repeated  disappointments.  He  stated  that  th^Indians  had 
been^'>detained  from  hunting  during  the  whole  year,  by  *the 
directions  of  the  governor,  and  wereoonsequently  in  a  statct 
of  destitution, — actually  sufimng  for  <ttany  necessariee  for 
themselves^ind their  families.  Should  not  thenecescttilry 
measures  b&  taken  for  their  r^SSSfS^  hA  felt  that  he  himself 
wonld  be  obliged  to  leave  hii^  Mohawk  settlement,  and  h&l 
removal  wotld  of  course  be  the  signal  for  a  general  flight 
of  the  people  from  that  valley  ako.  He  furthemioi^ 
thought  it  of  importanee  that  tiie  Englbh  should  build  n 
fort  in  the  Oneida  country,  and  another  among  the  Sene- 
cas.    The  Lldians  woold  be  gratified  at  the  adoption  of 
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(«^.  measures  like  these,  "whkh  in  themselves  would  go  &r  to 
Wvw  secure  their  confidence.  At  the  close  of  his  ejcamination 
^7^7.  i]^Q  colonel  made  a  complaint  on  oath  against  iseveral  per- 
sods  for  selling  rum  to  the  Indians,  and  the  attorney-general 
was  instructed  to  institute  prosecutions  for  :the  offenc§.  ^ 
.  The  commissioners  of  Massachusetts^  Connecticut  and 
New  York  having  closed  their  delibeiratiotis,  Mr.  Clinton 
eommunieated  the  result  of  their  conferences  to  the  general 
assembly  on  the .  sixth  of  October.  Long  and  tedious  as 
had  been  the  procrastinatioii,  the  expedition  against  Crowi^ 
Point  and  the  invasion  of  Canada,  was  still  uppermost  in 
the  jninda  of  Shirley  and  Governor  Clinton ;  and  the  meft- 
aage  announced  a  oompact  agreed  upon  by  the  eommission- 
em,  for  the  iimnediate  prosecution  of  the  long-deferred 
enterprise.  By  the  tenns  oC  that  icompact,  New  York  was 
bound  to  have  a  certain  number  of  men  in  readiness  to 
march  on  a  certain  d^y ;  and  supplies  were  demanded  for 
raising  and  paying  the  levies,  a,nd  for  covering  all  other 
Menses  connected  with  that  service,  serve  for  arms^  ammu- 
nitioh,  and  camp  equipage,  which  were  to  be  provided  by 
the  brown.  But  the  season  for  warlike  operations  in  the 
north  had  again  so  nearly  passed  away,  that  it  was  yet  again 
found,  necessary  to  defer  the  expedition  until  the  ensuing 
spring.  Nevertheless,  contrary  to  Mr.  Clinton's  wishes, 
and  indeed  against  his  earnest  entreaties,  the  commissioners 
had  doucerted  nothing  for  the  security  of  the  frontier  of 
New  York,  nor  for  the  equally  important  object  of  pro- 
serving  the  friendship  of  the  fitful  Indians,  For  both  these 
objects^  therefore,  supplies  were  needed.  Mr.  Clinton 
■gain  reviewed  the  hisfoiy  of  his  own  labors  in  the  Indian 
department ; — ^taking  care  to  mention  that  since  the  treaty 
^  the  preceding  year,  Massachusetts  had  given  presents  to 
fbe  Six  Nations  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  pounds, 
and  Connecticut  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred;  while 
neither  at  the  treaty  referred  to,  nor  since,  had  New  York 
been  put  to  any  expense  for  that -service, — the  whole  havihjg 

.—    ...      V  ■-  ■  '   ■  .  . 
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bcren  borne  by  the  crown.  "  But,*'  said  hia  excellency^  "  I  ^^^ 
can  no  longer,  and  will  no  longer,  continue  this  charge  on  s-yw 
the  crown."  The  views  of  Colonel  Johnson  were  enforoedi  ^W* 
especially  his  suggestions  that  forts  should  be  erected  in  iha 
several  cantons  of  the  Six  Nations.  The  Indians  were  yet 
fiiendly ;  but  they  had  been  so  frequently  disappointed  in 
their  expectation  that  Canada  would  before  now  have  been 
strongly  invaded  by  sea  and  land,  that  the  most  wise  ftnd 
efficient  measures  would  be  necessary  for  preserving  theif 
confidence.  Although  the  entire  charge  of  the  Indian 
service,  and  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  would  henc9^ 
forward  devolve  upon  the  colony,  yet  his  excellency  aaid  be 
intended  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  govemmenta  of  the 
colonieB  south,  as  £eu*  as,  and  including  Virginia,  to  con^ 
tribnte  to  the  expense^--the  public  defence  being  an  olgeot 
common  to  all.  In  conclusion,  after  «  variety  of  suggDa*' 
tions  as  to  the  best  method  of  raising  imd  sustaining  ili4 
quota  of  levies  fitUing  upon  New  Tork,  the  message  stated 
that  the  sachems  of  the  Six  Nations  were  then  in  the  city^ 
awaiting  the  determination  of  the  house,  concerning  thein^ 
selves  and  what  was  to  be  done  fpr  them.  They  had  been 
accompanied  by  Colonel  Johnson,  ^^  whose  name,"  said  the 
governor,  ^^I  cannot  mention  witiiout  gratefhl  remenv- 
brances  of  the  services  he  has  done  his  country."  These 
sax^hems  were  impatient  to  be  gone;  and  the  message 
strongly  urged  upon  the  aslsombly  the  iinmediato  iidoption 
of  such  measures  as  would  soothe  their  jhelings,  and  send 
them  away  with  presents  so  liberal  as  to  be  satisfaoto^. 

According  to  the  articles  of  the  compact  founded  by  tfali 
commissioners,  Crown  Point  was  first  to  be  redaoed«  Ai 
number  of  troops  tcObe  raised  for  the  expedition,  was  Jbnr 
thousand,  exclusive  of  all  the  Indians  who  could  be  brobgkt 
into  the  service.  Of  these  four  thousand  levies,  liMiir 
York  was  to  furnish  twelve  hundred  from  its  own  territorf , 
and  four  hundred  more,  to  be  drawn  from  Massaohusetti, 
and  paid  for  by  New  Yprk, — ^bounties,  wages  and  suppliee. 
For  the  Indian  service  of  the  campugDt  MassaohiiaettB 

98 


298  UU  OF  8IB  WILLUM  JOHNSON,  BABT. 

«AP.  stipalated  to  pay  nine-twentieths  of  tlie  expense,  ISew  York 
w^^^  eight-twentieths,  and  Connecticut  three.  Every  Indian 
170.  wiftrriorwas  to  be  equipped  to  the  value  of  five  pounds, 
and  at  the  close  of  ihQ  expedition,  a  present  to  the  same 
amount.  The  three  colonies  were  to  appoint  and  com- 
mission the  three  general  officers  who  were  to  conduct  the 
expedition.  Applications  are  to  be  made  to  tiie  other  colo- 
nies, from  New  Hampshire  to  Virginia  inclusive,  to  exert 
themselves  to  the  extent  of  their  ability  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war,  and  generally  for  the.  con^mon  defence.  They 
were  also  to  be  invited  to  send  delegates  to  meet  in  a  grand 
oommittee  of  conference  at  Middletown,  in  Connecticut, 
in  December.  Meantime  an  application  was  to  be  made 
tothe  crown  to  create  a  diversion  in  Canada  by  sending  a 
large  fleet  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  attack  the  citadel  of 
Quebec  iii  accbrdance  with  the  plan  concerted  two  years 
before.  In  the  event  of  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  miniBters  thus 
to>  oooperate  in  the  grand  design,  the  colonies  were  to  create 
ihe  diversion  themselves,  by  fitting  out  such  a  fleet  as  they 
might,  to  act  iu  x^oncert  with  such  ships  of  war  as  might 
ohance  to  be  cruising  upon  the  American  station.  In  case 
of  a  failure  of  both  branches  of  the  enterprise,  the  first 
three  parties  to  the  agreement,  were  each  to  employ  a 
corps  of  rangers  to  harrass  the  border  settlements  of  the 
enemy,  and  make  war  upon  their  allies,. as  best  tiiey  could 
— ^the  other  ooloniea  being  invited  to  aid  in  this  descriptioi) 
of  service  likewise.  In  the  event  of  an  invasion  of  either 
of  the  colonies,  parties  to  the  agreement,  the  others  were 
to  march  to  their  assistance.  The  forces  to  be  directed 
against  Crown  Point,  were  to  rendezvous  at  Albany  as^arly 
as  the  fifteenth  of  April  then  ensuing, — 1748.  The  con- 
cluding article  of  the  compact  set  forth  as  a  reason  for  this 
alliance  the  utter  inability  of  t}ie  colonies,  singly,  to  main- 
tain a  sufficient  force  to  guard  so  extensive  a  frontier, — it 
being  five  hundred  miles  in  length.  Already  they  had 
suffered  severely  firom  the  repeated  and  frequent  incursions 
of  the  enemy,  tiie  loss  of  life,  and  the  destruction  of  their 
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towns  and  liamlets.  To  put  an  end  to  such  a  harrassing  (^» 
species  of  warfare,  the  reduction  of  Crown  Point  was  in.^i^ 
pensable ;  and  the  commissioners  strongly  appealed  to 
other  colonies,  less  exposed  only  because  guarded  and  pr(H 
tected  by  them,  and  who  were  in  fact  better  able  to  defray, 
the  charges  of  this  war  than  themselves,  to  come  to  their 
assistance.-  Nothing  oould  have  been  more  reasonable  thaa- 
such  an  appeal,  but  its  reception  was  more  cold  than 
redounded  to  the  credit  of  the  parties  directly  appealed  to^ 
either  for  t^eir  patriotism  or  liberality. 

Mr.  Clinton  had  requested  a  lipeedy  answer  to  his  mes- 
sage communicating  these  important  arrangement,  and  it 
was  given  two  days  afterward  in  a  series  of  resolutions,  m 
part,  at  least,  very  little  to  his  liking.  Although  the  assem- 
bly voted  with  alacrity  for  everything  essential  to  the 
Canadian  invasion,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  during 
the  intervening  winter,  and  supplies  for  making"  suitabief 
presents  to  the  Indians  chiefs  brought  to  the  city  by  ColoBel 
Johnson,  yet  among  the  rQsolutions  were  some  breathing 
a  spirit  of  rank  and  bitter  hostility.  Of  this  descriptiqn 
was  one  setting  forth  that  although  his  excellency  had  made 
large  drafts  upon  the  crown  for  the  Indian  service  during 
the  preceding  summer,  no  disposition  of  the  avails  had 
been  heard  of.  But  the  importance  of  preserving  ttiQ 
alliance  of  the  Bix  Nations  was  so  gr^at  ihat  they  would 
nevcgrtheless  vote  for  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds  for 
that  olyect,  to  beplaced  in  the  hands  of  proper  perscm  for  dis^ 
bursemenU  This  proviso  was  but  a  thinly  disguised  impeach- 
ment of  the  executive  integrjity.  In  reference  to  the  build- 
ing of  forts  in  the  Indian  country,  for  the  security  of  the 
women  and  children  and  old  men  while  the  warriors  wmre 
absent  in>the  service,  the  vote  was  iconditional  that  the  other 
colonics  must  share  the  expense.  The  forces  at  Albany 
destined  for  the  defence  of  that  section  of  the  frontier 
during  the  approaching  winter,. the  house  was  not  inclined 
to  take  into  pay  unless  their  discharge  should  be  directed 
by  his  majesty.    News  of  the  destruction  of  the  fort  at 
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djif*  Saratoga  not  haying  yet  reached  the  ears  of  the  assembly, 
Wy«»jr  it  was  voted  that  that  post  should  be  preserved  at  all  events ; 
iTif.  and  a  resolution  of  censure  was  added  because  the  governor 
had  not  responded  to  the  proeeedings  of  the  house  in  respect 
to  that  fortress,  on  the  ninth  and  eleventh  of  September. 
'  The  wraith  of  the  governor  was  kindled  by  these  resolu- 
tioiis  to  vehemence  as  will  sufficiently  appear  by  the  follow- 
ing laconic  reply : 

^•Gentleftieh: 

•  By  your  votes  I  understand  you  are  going  upon  things 
vieiy  foreign  to  what  I  recommended  to  you :  I  will  receive 
nothing  from  you  at  this  critical  jtmcture,  but  what  relates 
tb  tihie  message  I  last  sent  you,  vi^ :  By-  all  means  imme- 
fliedlately  to  take  the  preservation  of  your  frontiers,  and 
Ae  fidelity  of  the  Indians  into  consideration.  The  loss  of 
ir  diKy  may  have  fataZ  consed^uences ;  when  that  is  over,  you 
iUy  have  time  enough  to  go  upon  other  matters. 

•  *  G.  Clintow.** 

"'ffhe  efifect  of  this  message  was  like  the  casting  of  a  Bve 
<kjall  kito  a  magazine  of  gun-powder.  In  its  consideration^ 
mH  dbors  o£  the  assembly  were  shut,  locked,  and  the  key 
$d<i  tpon  the  table  in  the  due  and  ancient  fbrm  in  cases  of 
lkl!|;eged  breaches  of  privilege ;  and  a  series  of  resolutions 
i^f$k  passed,  nemine  con&adicentej  wherein  it  was  declared  to 
t/i'^e  undoubted  right  and  privilege  of  the  house  to  pro- 
ci^ed  upon  all  proper  subjects  for  their  consideration,  in 
such  order,  method  and  manner  as  to  themselves  should 
B^efii  most  convenient ; — ^that  any  attempt  to  direct  or  pre- 
.  soflbe  to  the  house  the  manner  in  which  they  must  proceed 
"Jh  their  ^cussions  of  public  affairs,  was  a  manifest  breach 

i  ■ .  of  tihe  rights.of  the  house  and  the  people ; — ^that  the  declara- 

tion of  the  governor  thtft  he  would  receive  nothing  from  the 
house  at  that  time  but  what  had  been  recommended  in  Bis 
piessage,  was  irregular  and  unprecedented — ^tending  to  the 

'f  subversion  of  the  rights,  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 

house  and  the  people ; — ^and  that  whoever  had  cudhnsed  that 
idiestoge  had  attempted  to  undemiine  those  rights  and 


LIFB  t>V  BIB  WnilAK  JOHirSON,  BlBt.  801 

privileges,  and  to  subvert  the  constitution  of  the  colony,  9g^* 
and  was  moreover  an  enemy  to  its  inhabitants.    The  re-^-v--' 

1T47 

solutions  were  followed  up  immediately  by  an  address,  or  * 
remonstrance  to  his  excellency,  extending  to  the  greet 
length  of  eight  printed  folio  pages,  conceived  in  the  same 
acrimonious  spirit  which  had  indeed  characterised  the  pro- 
ceedings of  both  parties  for  many  months.  It  prc^aeeed 
to  review  the  whole  controversy  between  the  governor  and 
themselves  from  its  inception,  being  his  excellency's  mee* 
sage  of  June  sixth,  1746.  Down  to  that  period,  the  remon- 
strance declared  that  the  utmost  harmony  had  existed 
between  them,  and  their  dietractionB  had  only  arisen  once 
his  excellency  ^^  had  thought  fit  to  place  his  sole  confideoce 
in  that  person  who  styles  himself  the  next  in  administra- 
tion, and  been  pleased  to  submit  himself  to  Ids  direction 
and  influence."  This  individual,  Dr.  Colden,  was  bitterly 
denounced.  In  Reviewing  the  late  proceedings  both  of  the 
governor  and  themselves,  in  connexion  spepially,  with  the 
Indian  affidrs,  12x6  executive  was  severely  censured  for 
tiUng  the  management  of  those  afiSurs  from  the  hands  of 
the  Indian  commissioners  at  Albany,  and  confiding  tibem 
to  other  individuals,  the  chief  of  whom,  of  course,  wm 
Colonel  Johnson.  Much  of  the  ill-feeling  of  the  Indians, 
prior  to  the  treaty  of  1T46,  was  attsributed  to  the  intrigaes 
of  designing  men,  seeking  to  supplant  the  commissioners 
for  interested  and  mercenary  purpoees.  Instead  of  the 
course  the  governor  bad  pursued  by  the  summary  employ- 
ment of*  individuals,  af  dissatisfied  with  the  eohduct  of  old 
commissioners,  he  should  have  caused  them  to  be  suspended 
by  new  appointments  issued  in  a  regtdar  manner. 

This  attack  upon  Colonel  Johnson  showed  very  oflJlM' 
clusively  that  he  was  at  that  time  in  no  favor  witii  his 
relative,  Mr.  DeLancey.  His  excellency  had  repeatedly 
advocated,  in  his  late  messages,  not,*  indeed  wiftoutan  aii" 
of  self-complacency,  to  his  successful  diplomacy  'With  the 
Indians,  whereby  he  had  changed  their  policy,  ahd  defeat* 
ed  the  design^  of  the  people  of  Albany,  whose  aim  it 
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^^^'  to  keep  the  Indians  from  the  war-path,  and  allow  thetn  to 
^—^-^  maintain  the  position  of  neutrals.  Upon  this  point  the 
address  avowed  the  opinion,  distinctly,  that  it  would  have 
been  far  better  had  the  Indians  been  left  in  that  position^ 
His  excellency  had  indeed  told  them  that  the  8ix  Nations 
had  engaged  heartily  in  the  war ;  but  the  house  was  yet  in 
ignorance  touching  any  erigagenuni  in  which  they  had  parr 
tioipated.  AH  the  evidence  of  their  prowess,  which  they 
had  seen,  consisted  in  the  exhibition  in  the  city,  by  a  small 
party  of  Indians,  of  three  scalps,  and  a  few  French  prisoners. 
Again,  on  the  subject  of  Indian  expenditures,  they  hinted 
at  the  misapplication  of  funds  mid  'to  have  been  laid  out 
for  {^resents ;  and  considering  the  heavy  drafts  upon  the 
crown  for  this  service  during  the  late  summer,  Aey  intimat* 
ed  a  belief  that  notwithstanding  his  excellency's  call  fox 
appropriations,  he  must  have  already  a  considerable  sum  in 
bank.  They  treated  his  excellency's  frequent  expressions 
of  opncem  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  with  ridicule, 
charging  upon  him  and  his  adviser  the  guilt  of  the  mas^ 
sacre  of  Saratoga  in  the  autumn  of  1745,  which  event,  they 
alleged,  could  not  haVe  taken  place  but  for  the  rash  with* 
drawal  of  the  garrison  from  that  place.  Many  other 
charges  of  faults  and  o£S.cial  delinquancies,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, were  set  forth  and  commented  upon  with  biting  irony. 
They,  declared  that  fi^m  a  very  early  time  of  his  adminis- 
iration,  he  had  treated  with  contempt  the  people  of  the 
colony  in  general,  and  the  members  of  the  house  in  par- 
ticular ;  and  that  he  had  applied  to  them  in  terms  so 
opprobrious  as  to  render  them  unfit  for  publication.  They 
complained  of  the  many  short  and  inconvenient  acyoum- 
ments  to  which  they  had  been, subjected,  and  were  par- 
ticularly displeased  that  they  had  not  been  kept  in  session 
^  during  the  recent  negotiations  with  the  Massachusetts  and 
'  r.  Connecticut  commissioners,  "  that  they  might  have  been 
daily  advised  with,  and  their  opinions  consulted  from  time 
to  tijne  as  to  the  matters  under  consideration," — forgetting, 
probably,  in  the  ardor  of  their  patriotism,  that  the  house  of 
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assembly  was  not  exactly  the  executive  council,  and  that  ch^. 
by  the  English  constitution  the  trealy-making  power  resides  v-^— ' 
not  in  the  house  of  commons.    They  thought  it  very  likely  ^7**^" 
his  excellency  had  be^i  advided  that  the  best  way  to  manage 
an  assembly  was  to  harraas  them  by  frequent  and  short 
adjournments ;  but  they  assured  him  that  with  them,  such    . 
a  course  wQuld  be  vain  and  fruitless.    "  No  treatment  your 
excellency  can  use  toward  us,  no  inconveniences  how  great 
soever  that  we  may  suffer  in  our  own  persons,  shall  ever         ^ 
prevail  on  us  to  abandon  or  deter  us  from  steadily  J»re-         i 
sefY^dng  the  interest  of  our  country.'* 

This  address  was  reported  by  Mr.  Olarkson,  from  a  com- 
mittee previously  appointed  upon  the  subject,  on  the  ninth 
of  October.  Immediately  upon  its  reading,  the  speaker, 
David  Jones,  was  directed  to  sign,*and  a  committee  cour 
sisting  of  Messrs.  Clarkson,  Phillipse,  Thomas,  Gruger, 
Beekman,  Lott  and  Chambers,  were  designated  as  a  com- 
mittee to  present  -it*  to  his  excell^icy.  This  duty  was 
promptly  discharged;  but  the  irascible  governor  would 
neither  allow  the  chairman,  to  read  it  to  him,  nor  leave  it 
in  his  chamber. 

Three  days  afterward,  before  the  assembly  had  taken  any 
farther  action  in  the  controversy, — ^unless  ^  request  for 
information  as  to  the  state  and  condition  of  the  forts  and 
garrisons  of  Saratoga  and  Oswego  might  be  considered  of 
that  character, — ^thie  governor  sent  down  a  message  in 
answer  to  the  assembly's  resolutions  of  the  eighth,  almost 
as  long,  and  if  possible,  even  more  vituperative  than  the 
address  of  the  house.  In  the  first  place^  however,  the 
governor  expressed  the  pleasure  he  felt  at  the  ready  appro- 
bation which  the  house  had  given  to  ilie  compact  of  the 
commissioners  for  the  invasion  of  Canada.  The  scheme 
contemplated  by  that  compact  closely  resembled  the  project  ^*^\ 
between  himself,  Mr.  Shirley  and  Sir  Peter  Warren,  rthe  ' 
year  before ;  and  had  it  then  been  executed  it  would  have 
been  at  the  expense  of  the  crown.  Now,  however,  it  must 
be  done  entirdy  at  the  charge  of  the  colonies.    ISia  excel- 
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9^'  lenoy  was  also  pleased  at  being  able  to  aonoonce  that  one 
"^-v^  or  more  forts,  by  the  aEraogement  of  the  commissioners, 
sanctioned  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  his  council,  were  to 
be  erected  at  the  carrying-place.  This  expense  also,  would 
fUl  exclusively  upon  the  colonies ; — whereas  but  for  the 
.  conduct  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  house,  in 
regard  to  the  transportation  of  provisions  and  general  sup- 
plies for  the  forces,  those  defences  would  likewise  have 
been  constructed  at  the  cost  of  the  crown. 

His  excellency  next  proceeded  to  vindicate  his  own  con* 
duct  &om  the  aspersions  so  frequently  cast  upon  it  in  con- 
nection with  his  management  of  the  Indian  department, 
and  the  oft-repeated  insinuation  of  a  misapplication  of  the 
money  drawn  from  the-oxyown  for  that  branch  of  the  service. 
The  house  had  asserted,  in  one  of  ito  resolutions  respecting 
this  money,  '^  that  no  disposition  .thereof  for  the  purpose 
intended  had  yet  been  heard  of/'  Jn  this  resolution,  Mr. 
Clinton  now  charged  the  house  with  uttering  .  '^  as  bold  a 
falsehood  as  ever  came  &om'a  body  of  me^/'  In  vindica- 
tion of  himself,  and  in  refutation  of  the  assertion,  the  mes- 
sage pointed  to  a  long  chain  of  operations  in  the  Indian 
department,  known  to  them  all,  and  sufficient  to  absorb  a 
Very  large  sum,  but  for  which  not  a  shilling  had  been  paid 
.  by  the  colony.  The  Indians  had  all  been  armed^  clothed, 
and  provisioned  by  him';  numerous  war-parties  had  been 
kept  in  constant  motion,  and  at  one  time  as  many  as  six 
hundred  warriors  were  marching  together. 

The  services  of  .Colonel  Johnson  in  that  'department, 
were  adverted  to  in  terms  of  high  praise.  Befpre  the  go. 
vemor's  interview  with  the  Indians  at  Albany  the  previous 
year,  it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  prevail  upon  a  dozen  or 
twenty  of  them  even  to  go  forth  upon  a  scout.  Now,  how- 
^  '  ever.  Colonel  Johnson  engagea  to  bring  a  thousand  war- 
riors into  the  field  upon  any  reasonable  notice.  Through 
his  influence  the  chiefs  had  been  weaned  from  their  intimacy 
with  the  French,  and  many  distant  Indian  nations  were 
now  courting  the  friendship  of  the  EngUah.    As  to  the 
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money  he  had  received  fitym  ^e  crown  for  this  Bervice,  the  o^pt 
governor  said  he  WM  in  no  way  accountable  to  the  bouse  >-v^ 
for  its  application.    Hot  having  sapplied  a  penny  of  it,  ^^^• 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.    In  thia  connection  he 
inveighed  against  the  proviso  of  the  resolution  appropriiiU 
ing  eight  hundred  pounds  for  the  Indian  service,  to  bd'  .^'" 
placed  for  disbursement  in  other  hands  than  those  of  this 
executive.    This  condition  disclosed  the  motive  for  the* 

« 

slander  against  him,  it  being  nothing  less  than  a  detdrmina* 
tion  to  violate  an  undisputed  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and 
to  wrest  his  majesty's  authorily  from  the  executive  hands. 
'  The  conditional  resolve  concerning  the  supplies  for  the 
forces  at  Albany,  waa  likewise  denounced  as  an  interference  * 
with  the  military  prerogative  of  his  majesty ;  in  oonnectioa 
with  which  his  excellency  tauntingly  inquired  whether  the 
house  had  received  any  advices  or  orders  from  his  majesty, 
or  his  ministers,  upon  the  subject  of  the  army  regulations. 
^^  The  forces  at  Albany  are  under  my  command  only,''  said 
he ;  "  and  you  will  never  know  anything  of  his  mtgesty's 
pleasure  about  these  fqroes,  but  fropi  me,  or  from  my  suc- 
cessor," *  *•  *  "His  majesty  will  not  part  wiih  the 
least  branch  of  his  military  prerogatiye ;  nor  dare  I,  nor 
vnll  I,  give  up  t^e  least  branch  of  it  on  any  consideration, 
however  desirous  you  may  be  to  share  it,  or  to  bear  the 
whole  command."'  Li  this  spirit  the  crown  had  sent  him 
orders  relating  to  Saratoga;  and  while  thefy  knew  that  he 
was  heartily  inclined  to  do  what  they  desired  of  him  in  that 
matter,  they,  also,  some  bf  them,  knew  it  was  impracticable. 
He  had  formerly  told  them  that  the  fort  at  Saratoga  was 
inadequate  for  the  security  of  that  section  of  the  frontier.; 
and  of  what  has  happened  to  it  they  had  been  forewarned, 
unless  proper  assistance  should  be  afforded  for  its  preserva- 
tion. The  position  of  that  foit  was  unfavorable ;  it  had 
been  maintained  at  great  expense,  and  more  lives  had  been 
lost  by  reason  of  its  disadvantageous  situation,  than  by  any 
other  cause  since  the  war.*  It  had  been  placed  there  bjr 
commiBaioners  recomzaended' by  his  couHOil;  but  it  bad 

39 


806  Un  07  0IB  WIJiLIAM  JOJUflOVf  BAKT. 

c^«  fiince  been  discovered  that  their  object  in  selecting  that  site 
wv-'  was  not  the  protection  of  the  eonntiy,  bat  of  quantities  of 
174T.  wheat  growing  in  its  neighborhood.  The  work  itself  being 
of  no  substantial  use  as  a  military  position,  and  finding  it 
impossible  longer  to  maintain  it  without  hazarding  the  total 
dissolution  of  the  forces  at  Albany,  the  cannon  and  stores 
had  been  withdrawn  and  the  fortification  destroyed.  ,  In 
addition  to  all  which,  the  conduct  of  the  assembly  itself  had 
compelled  him  to  abandon  the  place  by  their  opposition  .to 
every  measure  proposed  by  him  for  its  preservation. 

On  the  subject  of  his  endeavors  to  confine  the  action  of 
the  house  exclusiv^y  to  his  recommendations  for  the  wel- 
&re  and  protection  of  the  colony,  especially  iia  regard  to 
his  brief  message  of  the  eighth,  his  excellency  attempted 
a  justification.  His  design  was  simply  to  secure  in  the  filut 
instance,  such  action  as  would  guaranty  the  safety  of  the 
province.  There  would  afteiward  be  time  enough  for  the 
consideration  of  as  many  other  subjects  as  they  could  desire. 
He  taunted  them  sharply  for  what  he  called  the  £EU*ce  of 
locking  the  door  and  laying  the  key  with  solemn  form  upon 
the  table, — asking  them  whether  there  were  any  suspicious 
people  without  the  doors  of  whom  they  were  afraid,  aad 
whether  they  apprehended  that  any  of  their  own  members 
were  intent  upon  running  away.  If  not, — ^it  was  really 
•n  attempt  t6  shut  hiifi  out  so  that  he  could  not  communi- 
cate by  message, — then  the  act  was  a  high  ini^ult  to  the 
royal  authority^  and  for  the  tim^  being  a  withdrawal  of 
ihelr  allegiance.  He  declared  that  by  their  resolutions  of 
the  ninth,  they  had  assumed  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  house  of  commons  of  Great  Britain.  Such  an 
assumption  was  nothing  less  than  claiming  to  be  a  branch 
of  the  legislature  of  the  kingdom,  or  in  other  words  a 
denial  of  subjection  to  the  crown  and  parliament.  He 
reasoned  the  point  to  show  that  it  could  not  be  so ;  the 
supreme  power  had  a  right  to  put  limitations  upon  their 
proceedings ;  and  he  told  them  not  only  that  these  and 
■ofne  subjects  which  they  had  no  right  to  discuss,  but  that 
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"  he  had  his  migosty's  express  command  not  to  suffer  them  ^^ 
to  bring  some  matters  into  the  house,  nor  to  debate  upon>»v^ 
them."    It  was  for  that  reason  that  the  clerk  of  the  house  ^7^^ 
was  required  every  day  to  lay  before  the  governor  th^ 
minutes  of  their  proceedings,  that  the  governor  may  put  a 
stop  to  them  when  they  become  disorderly  or  undutifuL   , 

He  reproved  them  for  having  recently  f^opted  the  dul* 
respectful  and  unmannerly  practice  of  ordering  resolutions 
to  be  served  upon  him  from  time  to  time ;  and  censmred 
them'  severely  for  their  rudeness  on  a  late  occasion,  when, 
within  a  quarter  of  an  lK)ur  after  they  had.  served  him  with 
a  copy  of  their  resolutions  of  the  ninth,  several  of  ih# 
members  of  th^  body  thrust  themselves  upon  him  in  aa 
apartment  of  his  own  house,  without  previous  notice  o^ 
to  read  ^^a  Iwge  .bundle  of  papers^"  which  they  called  fr 
remonstrance  firom  the  house.  Every  private  man  in  tibua 
country  considered  his  own  house  his  castle,  and  his  ezcdr 
lenoy  demanded  whether  their  governor  was  not  entitled 
to  the  same  privilege  ?  Whether  he  must  be  thus  intruded 
upon,  and  bear  it  with  patience  ?  Und^  the  circumstancea 
of  the  case,  he  hltd  but  too  much  reason  to  refiise  to  receive 
the  remonstrance ;— ^and  he  then  gave  them  warning  that 
he  would  never  again '  receive  from  them  a  document  ia 
public,  which  had  not  first  been  communicated  to  him  in 
private. 

He  reminded  them  of  another  act  of  incivili1y«  At  the 
opening  of  the  session,  they  had  not,  as  usual,  acquainted 
him'  with  their  otganization,— «ti  omission  wifthout  prece- 
dent^ and  evidently  by  design.  They  had  resolved  forthr 
with  to  enter  upon*  the  consideration  of  the  stfate  of  the 
province,  without  having  received  any  information  as  to 
what  its  condition  was.  They  also  resolved  to  .make  m 
remonstrance  upon  the  condition  of  the  colony,  without 
resolving  what  should  be  the  sulgect  matter  of  the  docu- 
ment,— ordering  their  committee  to  draw  it  up  .without 
instructions.  That  committee  presented  the  report  jk> 
soon,  and  the  house  adopted  it  aq  hastily,  as  to  preclode 
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oKAP.the  exercise  of  any  rational  judgment  upon  the  subject. 
wv^fTo  precedents  could  be  found  for  their  conduct,  save  in  the 
l74Ti  course  taken  by  the  house  of  commons  when  they  had 
determined  to  take  away  the  king's  life,  and  overthrow  the 
established  government.  This  allusion,  was  certainly  not 
malapropos.  The  same  leaven  was  doubtless  at  work  in 
CHinton's  little  parliament,  which,  in  the  greater,  had  sent 
thiB  unhappy  Stuart  to  the  block. 

Various  other  points  of  the  controvwuy  were  passed  in 
review.  I'he  house  had  been  insolent  toward  him,*  and 
foi^otten  all  kind  of  decency  and  regard  for  the  authority 
"aested  in  him  by  his  majesty.  They  had  endeavored  to 
deprive  him  of  the  esteem  of  the  people.  They  had 
witholden  supplies,  for  the  public  service ;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  justifying  themselves  to  their  constituents,  had 
endeavored  to  induce  a  belief  that  he  had  applied  the  pub- 
He  money  to  his  own  use.  To  refute  this  idea  he  now  stated 
tkst  during  the  few  years  of  his  administration  no  more 
tisian  one  thousand  eight  hundred  potmds  currency  of  the 
eolony  had  passed -into  his  hands  for  the  Indian  service; 
antd  the  account  he  then  gave  of  the  uses  to  which  the 
money  had  been  applied,  and  the  benefits  secured  by  its 
•xpenditure,  when  viewed  at  this  distance  of  time,  proves 
very  clearly  that  the  expenditure  was  made  with  wisdom, 
prudence  and  economy.  Upon  this  point  his  excellency 
insisted  that  if  they  had  retdly  entertained  any  suspicions 
of  his  integrity,  they  should  havlB  instituted  an  investiga- 
tion. But  they  had  not  done  so,  although  they  had  seemed 
t(r  act  as  though  he  was  the  only  man  in  the  province 
who  could  misapply  the  public  revenues ;  for  more  than 
sixty  thousand  pounds  .had  passed  through  the  hands  of 
their  own  commissioners,  while  no^reports  as  to  the  manner 
of  it6  disbursement  had  been  exacted,  nor  any  inquiry  made. 
In  a  word  all  the -charges  and  insinuations,  of  the  house. 
against  the  governor,  were  pronounced  to  be  false,  and  their 
ec^duct  toward  those  who  hful  endeavored  to  support  his 
administration  against  t^eir  opposition,  was  declared  to  be 
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malicions.  Their  long-continued  unbecoming  conduct,  in  c^. 
the  view  of  his  excellency,  could  arise  but  from  one  of  the  w^-^ 
following  causes :  ^^^'^^ 

L  A  finn  principle  of  disloyalty,  with  a  desire  to  deliver: 
the  countiy  up  to  the  kmg's  enemies  : 

H.  The  desire  of  some  individuals  for  such  a  shameful 
neutralily  as  was  established  in  the  war  of  Queen  Anne's 
time.  ' 

UL  A  design  to  overturn  the  constitution,  and  throw 
everything  into  confiision : ' 

IV.  The  gratification  of  the  pride  and  private  maHce  and 
rancor  of  a  few  men,  at  the  hazard  of  the  lives  and  estates 
of  their  constituents.  It  was  added — '^That  there  are 
such  men  in  tMs  countity,  is  no  secret,  nor  what  share  they 
hav«  in  your  private  oonsultatioDS.*' 

The  governor  then  drew  a  contrast  showing  how  widely- 
different  had  been  his  conduct  from  their's.  When  he  £8- 
oovered  that  they  had  Mioo.  into  a  state  of  unreasonable 
heat  and  passion,  he  had  adjourned  or  prorogued  them, 
that  they  might  have  ^time  to  cool  down.  And  on  their 
reassembling,  although  he  had  endeai^ered  to  forget  past 
differences,  they  would  strive  by  every  means  to  revive 
lixem.  Even  now,  although  they  had  every  just  reason  to 
expect  the  manifestation  of  strong  resentment  from  him^ 
yet  he  was  resolved  to  disappoint  them.  He  therefore  in 
c6nclu8ion  again  exhorted  them  to  make  the  proper  pro* 
visions  for  the  care  and  safety  of  the  province, — admon- 
ishing them,  however,  to  beware  of  attempting  any  mea- 
sures that  might  clash  with  his  instructions  from  the  crown, 
or  infringe  upon  the  royal  prerogative.  "  The  ill  effects  of 
the. condescensions  of  former  goveruora  of  the  province," 
were  now  too  sensibly  felt  to  justify  any  ftirther  conces- 
sions. 

It  appears  by  the  assembly's  journal,  that  after  referring 
the  message  to  a- committee,  the  house  entered  upon  t^f 
consideration  of  public  affairs  with  a  commendable  degree 
of  diligence.-'    On   the  .fifteenth   day  of  October  they 
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<»^.  requested  the  goyernor  to  execute  one  of  the  projects  agreed 
wvw  upon  by  the  commissioners^  by  sending  gun-smiths  and 
^^'^•'  assistant  artizans  into  the  country  of  the  Six  Nations  among 
all  the  tribes  beyond  the  Mohawks,  pledging  thje  ways  and 
means,  in  the  full  confidende,  however,  that  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut  would  defray  their  respective  proportions 
of  the  expense.     On  the.  next  day  the  governor  commu* 
nicated  a  table  of  estimates  requiring  appropriations  fiwr 
the  winter  service, — stating  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
invite  the  cooperation  of  the  colonies  south  to  the  Oaro* 
Unas,  for  the  common  defence.    Having  ordered  the  proper 
4  arrangements  for  the  security  of  the  colony  during  tha 

repose  of  winter,  it,  wa^  thought  the  assembly  might  be 
safely  a<^ourn^ — to  be  aroused  into  action  again  in  the 
spring,  when  the  bugle  should  80uii4to  arms  for  the  actual 
invasion  of  Cant^. 

But  the  hopes  aYid  the  high  expectations  of  the  ooloniesy 
eispecially  those  of  New  York  and  New  ^^ngland,  were 
again '  dashed  by  disappointment  alike  mortifying  and 
severe.  On  the  nineteenth  of  October,  orders  w^re 
received  from,  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  signifying  the  royal 
approbation  of  the  preparations  made  jointiy  by  Shirley 
and  Clinton,  for  the  intended  expedition,  but  nevertheless 
djbrecting  them  to  desist  from  that  expedition^  and  to  dis- 
band all  the  levies  engaged  for  that  service,  retaining  such 
a  number  of  the  New  IJfngland  forces  as  might  be  judged 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  colonies 
wegre  directed  to  pay-off  the  levies,  and  transmit  the 
accounts  to  be  reimbursed  by  parliament.  Mr.  Clinton 
immediately  transmitted  these  disheartening  orders  by 
message  to  the  assembly,  with  a  recommendation  that  so 
many  of  the  levies  at  Albany  as  might  be  deemed  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  of  the  north  might  still  be  retained,  in 
the  service^  and  provision  be  made  for  their  subsistence. 
This  suggestion  was  followed  by  a  vote  of  the  assembly  to 
retain  eight  full  companies  at  Albany  until  the  ensuing 
month  of  August,  if  their  service  should  so  long  be  neces- 
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sary ;  but  in  view  of  the  heavy  exp^ises  to  which  the  colony  <^JF- 
had  already  been  subjected  by  the  war,  and  the  ahnost  wvw 
rained  condition  of  the  colony,  the  house  felt  itself  obliged  ^^^^* 
to  decline  advancing  either  money  or  credit  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  forces  in  arrears.  With  this  exception,  the 
assembly  proceeded  with  apparent  calmness  to  make  just 
and  proper  appropriations  for  various  objects,  such  as  the 
employment  of  a  corps  of  rangers  to  traverse  the  northern 
border,  and  for  repairing  sundry  forts.  Appropriations  j 
were  also  voted  for  divers  other  matters,  among  which  waa 
one  for  the  completion  of  the  governor's  house.  But  the 
calm  was  short,  if  not  delusive,  and  the  storm  directed 
agfdnst  the  executive  broke  but  on  the  twenty-sixth  of 
October  with  unabated  violence.  It  appears  that  two  days 
before  that  date,'  it  being  on  Saturday,  the  governor,  by  a 
written  order  under  his  own  hand,  had  forbidden  Mr.  James 
Parker,  printer  to  the  assembly,  to  publish  in  the  journals 
of  that  body  the  celebrated  remonstrance  of  the  ninth,  of 
which  a  copious  analysis  has  already  been  given.  '  Parker 
had  reAised  to  recognize  the  validity  of  a  Verbal  order  to* 
the  same  effect,  communicated  by  his  excellency's  secretary, 
Mr.  Catherwbod ;  and  this  written  mandate  he  was  required* 
to  publish  in  his  newspaper,  which  he  accordingly  iid^  on 
Monday  morning, — ^together  with  the  paragraph  contained 
in  the  governor's  message  of  the  thirteenth,  wherein  his 
excellency  had  charged  the  committee  of  the  house,  bearing 
the  said  remonstrance,  with  obtruding  themselves  rudely 
into  a  private  apartment  of  his  domicil.  Chafed  at  this 
arbitrary  mandate  to  Parker,  and  smarting  yet  from  thd 
imputatioii  cast  by  the  governor  upon  the  committee,  Mr. 
Clarkson  rose  in  his  place  on  Monday,  and  called  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  house  to  the  contents  of  the  newspaper.  The 
publication  having  been  read,  Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  relate, 
and  his  colleagues  of  the  committee  to  confirm,  the  histoiy 
of  the  transaction  in  question.  The  committee  ^<  knocked 
at  the  outward  door,  and  told  the  servant  who  attended, 
that  they  had  a  message,    Retiring  into  an  inner  room,  the 
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c»^.  servant  soon  returned,  accompanied  by  a  gentleman,  who 
y^.^^  showed  them  into  the  presence  of  the  governor,  by  whom 
1747.  they  were  received  without  any  manifestation  of  displeasure. 
They  informed  his  excellency  that  they  came  aa  a  commit- 
tee of  the  house  with  a  remonstrance,  which  they  ofiered 
to  read ;  but  his  excellency  refused  either  to  hear  it,  or 
even  to  allow  them  to  ,read  it,  upon. the  ground  that  such 
a  procedure,  without  the  presence  of  the  speaker,  was  not 
parliamentary.    The  next  step  was  to  order  the  attendance 
of  Parker  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  to  produce  the  original 
order  from,  the  governor,  a    copy  of  which  had  been 
published  in  his  newspaper.     This  being  done,  resolutions 
were  passed  declaring  that  the  attempt  to  prevent  the  pub- 
lication of  tlieir  proceedings,  was  a  violation  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people,  and  an  infringement  of  tji^ 
privileges ;  that  the  remonstrance  was  a  regular  proceeding ; 
that  the  governor's  Order  was  unwarrantable,  arbitrary  and 
illegal,  a  violation  of  their  privilegf^s,  and  of  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  and  tending  to  the  utter  subversion,  of  all  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  thei  colony ;  apd  that  the  speaker's 
order  for  printing  the  remonstrance,  was  re^^ular  and  cpu- 
IdiBtent  with  his  duty."  *    Parker  preferred  to  identify  his 
fortunes  with  those  of  the  popular  party,  rather  than  to 
obey  the  behest  of  the  crown,  as  expressed  by  its  repre- 
sentative.   The  governor's    order   was    therefore   disre- 
garded, and  the  remonstrance  printed  as  directed  by  the 
house.     The  controversy  was  maintained  with  increasing 
intensity,  for  many  days ;  in  the  course  of  which  the  house, 
in  or^er,  doubtless,  as  much  to  reassert  its  own  power  as 
to  annoy  the  governor,  directed  Parker  to  reprint  the  ofien- 
dve  document,  and  furnish  each  member  with  two  copies 
thereof,— "that  their  constituents  might  know  it  was  theii; 
firm  resolution  to  preserve  the  liberty  of  the  press." 

But  while  these  proceedings  were  yet  in  progress,  the 
governor  startled  the  assembly  by  a  message  announcing 
that  he  might  find  it  necessary  to  detach  large  bodies  of 

1  Smith,  vol.  ii.  pp.  182, 188.    Vide  also  joorlials  of  the  oolonial  awembly. 
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the  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  and  requiring  o^- 
a  contingent  impropriation  to  meet  the  expense*    Thia^^.^^ 
species  of  service  was  not  only  burdensome,  but  p0xticu-  ^^*'* 
larty  irksome  to  the  people,  and  the  house  was  thrown 
into  fermentation  by  the  requisition.    The  message  was 
refeired  to  a  committee  which  a  week  afterward  repoite4 
in  substance,  that  they  were  amazed  that  his  excellency 
should  have  sent  them  such  a  message,  since  he  had  sq 
recently  given  them  to  understand  that  he  should  i^j 
upon  the  levies  already  at  Albany  for  the  public  defence  ; 
for  the  i>ay  and  subsistence  of  whom  the  house  was  even 
then  taking  the  necessary  measures.    In  conclusion  the 
committee  avowed  the  belief  .that  whdla  his  ezceUency  wa«  ^  ,    - 
governed  by  such  unsteady  and  ever-varying  couns^,    ;\. " 
and  while  he  continued  to  send  th^n  luesaages-  conceived 
in  such  doubtftU  an4  ambiguous  terms  as  had  of  late 
marked  his  oommunications  to  them,  it  would  be  dificiilt 
to  make  such  provision  foi*  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  as 
seemed  necessary.    Nevertheless  it  was  acknowledged  to 
be  their  duty  to  adopt  such  measures  as  the  exigency  o£  .      « 
the  case  appeared  to  require.  . 

This  report  had  no  sooner  caught  the  eye .^of  the  « 
governor  while  esptmining  the  copy  of  the  assendUjjf's 
journal  as  presented  for  his  inspection  by  the  cterk^  liiia 
he  turned  the  tables  upon  his  opponents^  and  demonstrated 
beyond  doubt  th^  feetiousness  of  their .  cause.  He  firat 
remind^  them  of  their  vote  upon  his  message  of  tiie 
nineteenth  of  October,  reusing  to  pay  the  arrears  of  the 
levies.  They  had  indeed  voted  to  retain  eight  companieB 
of  the  levies  at  the  borth,  but  not  upon  the  terms  sug- 
gested in  his  message,  viz :  the  continuance  of  full  pay ; 
instead  of  which  tibey  had  cut  the  officers  and  subalterns 
down  to  less  than  one  half  of  the  compensation  allowed 
upon  the  regular  militaiy  establishmi^ti  Upon  tibese 
terms  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  levies  wook) 
remain  ia  the  servioe.*  Indeed  men  fit  to  serve  ought  nicit 
to  remi^n.    And  he  begged  the  *  assei^bl^  to  considip 
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<^^'  what  would  be  the  condition  of  things,  were  the  levies  tQ 
"•-v-^  disband  themscflves  and  return  to  their  homes,  unpaid  and 
f.'  ^^^'  without  clothes, — cleaving  the  nothem  frontier  entirely 
uncovered.    As  to  the  charge  of  vascillationin  his  coun- 
cils,  the  governor  said  they  must  necessarily  vary  with 
cha&ges  of  circumstances ;  but  in  the  present  instance  it 
was  the  conduct  of  the  assembly  alone  that  had  caused  the 
variation.    Still  duty  required  him  to  ,do  all  in  his  power 
to  avert  the  mischie&  arising  fix>m  their  conduct^  and  also 
^,   :'        to  take  care  of  the  people.    ^ 

]  y^  The. assembly  rejoined  in  a  bad  spirit,  reiterating  the 

- .  -    '    charge  of  inconsistency  against  the  governor,  and  accusing 
"'■i  /  '^  V  lihn  of  pursuing  measures  purposely  intended  to  cause  th^ 
,/  .y  ^v  disaffectiommd  desertion  of  the  levies,  that  a  plausible  pre- 
^  '^  •;     '■     ioKt  might  thereby  be  afforded  for  wantonly  harrassing  the 
poor  people  of  the  colony  by  dragging  them  into  the 
< '      .   military  service.    Under  all  the  'Circumstances  of  the  case, 
*  •       .  therefore,  they  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  to  retain 
'  *   '   -1    the  levies  would  now  be  impossible,  and  that  as  a  conse- 
*      «  ^uence  immediate  provision  must  be  made  for  raising  a 
-Af  sufficient  number  of  volunteers  for  the  public-defence. 

<:  The  oommittee's  report  was  concurred  in  nemine  contra- 
dkmie;  and  on  the  fifth  of  November  resolutions  were 
pa^ed  directing  the  employment  of  eight  hundred  volun- 
teers, fo^two  hundred  and  seventy  days  service,  and  appro- 
priating the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  for  their 
subsistence.  Contemporaneously  with  this  procedure,  the 
,  house  was  notified  by  the  legislative  council  that  they  had 
passed  its  bill  for  the  supply  of  the  eight  full  Companies 
of  levies  already  at  Albany,  as  heretofore  mentioned. 
This  scheme  however,  having  been  virtually  abandoned 
by  the  house,  -a  resolution  was  i^opted,  declaring  the 
impracticability  of  retaining  those  eight  fall  companies  of 
levies  in  the  service,  and  praying  the^gov^mor  to  issue 
.Warrants  for  raising  thirteen  companies  of  volunteers  of, 
sixty  men  each^  witii  the  promise  of  commissions  to  those 
who  should  actually  recruit  them,  at  the'reducecl  rates  of 
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compensation  to  wjiich  his  excellency,  in  respect  to  the<^^t 
retention  of  the  levies,  Iiad  objected,  as  being  altogether  v-.^-i' 
inadequate  to  the  employment  of  respectable  men.    A  ^^*^* 
committee  of    which  Colonel  Schuyler  was  chairman, 
waited  upon  his  excellency  with  this  .resolution,  but  he 
declined  answering  it.    Three  days  afterward,  to  wit  on 
the  tenth  of  November,  the  assembly  deputed  another 
committee  to  wait  upon  his  excellency,  and  inform  him 
of  their  apprehensions  that  the  river  navigation  to  Albany       « 
would  close  before  the  necessary  winter  supplies  for  the        ^ 
forces  at  the  tiorth  could  now  be  sent  up,  and  praying  Mr^ 
assent  to  the  subsistence  bill,  which,  having  passed  both 
houses,  now  awaited  only  his  signature  to  become  alaw«;./  * 
But  his  excellency,  like  Richard,  was  ^^busy,'' — ^prepaiii^p  -  >-  . 
despatches  as  h^  alleged,  for  Boston, — and  would  receiM  ; '    \^ 
no  message  from  the  house  otherwise  than  at  the  hand'dl(^  •  * 
their    speaker.     On    the    thirteenth,    the    request   ^llp|0  v.      t« 
renewed  by  a  formal  address  presented  by  the  house  in  a  ^«      ^ 
body — ^the  speaker  of  course  being  at  their  head.    I!rom  - ' 
the  reply  of  his  excellency,  it  appeared  that  his  reluctanea^ 
to  sign  the  bill  in  question,  had  arisen  from  an  objectiona-  *' 
ble  principle  involved  therein.    He  had  on  two  ptevious 
occasions  given  his  assent  to  bills  involving  tiie  Bil^e 
principle,  and  had  been  censured  at  home  for  so  doing. 
His  exeu^^  to  the  crown  had  been  the  pressing  necessity 
of  the  public  service,  and  he  hoped  the  same  excuse 
would  avail  again,  as  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  sign 
the  bill.    He  took  occasion,  moreover,  to  admonish  the 

• 

house  in  regard  to  the  bill  for  the  pay  of  the  forces  to  l>e 
raised,  then  pending,  not  to  incorporate  in  its  provisiona 
any  thing  that  might  in  anywiBe  interfere  with  the  preroga- 
tivdb  of  the  crown.  The  bill  thus  specially  referred  \o^ 
authorized  the  raising  of  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  thou- 
sand pounds,  by  a  direct  tax,  for  the  military  service,, 
and  the  like  sum  by  an  issue  of  bills  of  credit^  with  pro- 
visions for  sinking  and.eancelling  the  same.  In  closing 
his  r^ly/the  governor  further  informed  the  hou3e  tliat^ 
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^^^  the  officers  of  the  four  compuii^s  of  fusileers  stationed  at 
"-v-"  Albany  had  notified  him  that  .for  the  waiit  of  supplies 
'  they  were  on  the  point  of  dissolntion* 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  November  his  excellency  com- 
manded Uie  attendance  of  the  honse  in  the  coimcil 
chamber,  when  he  appiroved  the  bill  for  yictnalling  the 
forces  and  also  the  important  revenue  bill  just  spoken  of. 
Two  other  bills  of  minor  importance,  likewise  Deceived 
his  excellency's  signature;  whereupon,  finding  that  the 
controversy  in  which  he  had  so  long  been  engaged  witii 
the  assembly  had  evidently  become  past  healing,-^indeed 
thai  on  the  coiitrary  the  breach  was  daily  becoming  wider 
•  4ttid  yet  wider, — the  general  assembly  was  dissolfved.  'E^b 
eseeU^nej  commenced  his  sp^^edi  announcing  the  disso- 
*  IvtioB,  by  referring  to  the  votes  of  the  house  in  the  case 
of  Ftekerv  He  maintained  thiit  their  remonstrance^  of 
wiiich  he  bad  forbidden  the  republication  from  the  jour* 
malB  in  Parker's,  newspaper,  was  a  false,  scandalous,  and 
MttHcious  libel'  upon  him  throughout ;  and  he  there^&re 
hmk  a  right,  for  the  ^protection  of  his  own  character,  to 
uhibit  the  publication  of  a  document  surcharged  with 
'ftlsehond,  as  they  very  weB  knew  it  to  be.  Ae^totbo 
-p^polsa  out-cry  which  they  had  attempted  to  false  about 
ttist  liberty  of  the  press,  he  said  it  was  a  liberty  very  liable 
t<> '  be  abused,  ai^d  against  which  there  ought  to  be  a 
remedy.  Nor  cotld  the  application  of  a  proper  remedy 
be  considered  a  reeti^int  upon  a  just  degree  of  liberty. 
He  charged  them  with  a  design,  as  was  obvious  from  their 
whole  course,  to  usurp  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
government,  and  in  support  of  the  chai^  the  governor 
again  entered  upon  a  summary  review  of  the  conduct  of 
the  assembly,  rehearsing  its  sins  both  of  omission  and 
commission.  Among  the  former,  he  observed  that 
notwithstanding  the  frequency  and  earnestness  of  his 
appeals  to  diem  for  the  Indian  service,  and  the  importance 
of  preserving  the  existing  amicable  relations  with  the 
Oonfed^ffates,  the  aisembly  had  not  made  the  slightest  pro- 
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yUdon  for  that  object  The  house  had  complained  that  he  c^^ 
had  kept  secret  from  them  the  orders  he  had  received  for  s..^ 
discharging  the  forces  intended  for  the  Canada  e^edition  ^'^^* 
until  the  hour  had  arrived  for  their  execution.  His  rep]j 
to  this  charge  was  an  ample  justification  of  his  course. 
It  was  necess^ury  to  keep  those  orders  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  enemy  lest  advantage  should  be  taken  of  them,  and 
the  frontiers  invaded,  before  the  necessary  preperations 
could  be  made  for  their  defence.  He  had,  however^  given 
them  timely  notice  of  what  was  to  happen ;  and  had  the 
suggestions  he  had  made  to  them  been  seasonably  acted 
upon,  the  object  of  security  could  have  been  attained  at 
an  expense  forty  thousand  pounds  less  than  what  would 
now  be  the  cost  to  the  colony.  In  reviewing  his  own, 
exertions  for  the  public  defence,  and  his  endeavors  to  pre- 
serve a  foirce  at  Albany  so  large  as  to- render  .drafts  upon 
the  militia  unnecessary,  his  excellency  charged  upon  the 
assembly  the  design  of  usurping  the  cqmmand  of  thc) 
militia^  and  with  having  passed  resolutions  calculated  to 
produce  disobedience  to  orders,  and  which,  in.&ct^h^d, 
produced  such  disobedience  Their  refui>al  to  pay  the 
anrears  of  the  forces  on  the  credit  of  the  king,  showed 
what  little  regard  they  had  either  for  his  wyesty's  pleasure, 
or  for  the  interests  of  those  who  had  willingly  exposed 
their  lives  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  It  was  now 
well  known,  that  had  his  advice  been  followed  in  the  first 
instance,  a  ^u^cient  number  of  the  levies  might  have  been 
retained  at  Albany*  Eq^ly  weU  w^  it  now  known  that 
the  necessary  force  could  not  now  be  readily,  obtained. 
The  consequence  was  that  by  the  advipe  of  his  council  he 
should  now  be  obliged  to  apply  to  some  of  the  other  colo- 
nies for  assistance.  Other  points  were  raised  in  the  speech 
which  have  become  £Euniliar  in  the  history  of  this  protract- 
ed controversy.  Even  now,  in  one  of  the,  bills,  to  which 
he  had  just  placed  his  signature,  they  hadinserted  a  clause 
that  would  veiy  likely  defeat  its  object  He  referred  to.a 
section  pkoin^.tb^  provisions  and  ammunition  foi;  th^ 
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'  ^- ^^f*  public  service  'under  the  exclusive  control  of  persons  of 
their  own  nomination,  without  consulting  the  governor  in 
the  appointmeilt  of  those  persons, — ^they^  too,  having  it  in 
their  power  to  control  any  order  which  the  governor 
might  give !  He  had  been  compelled  by  the  public  danger, 
to  sign  that  bill,  though  contrary  to  the  express  inStruCi' 
lions  of  the  crown.  In  a  word,  they  had  done  all  they 
could  to  traduce  his  character;  to  encourage  disobedi- 
ence ;  to  inflame  the  passions  of  the  people ;  and  to  para* 
lyze  his  exertions  for  the  safety  of  the  province.  Near  the 
close  of  the  speech  the  following  passage  occurs,  which 
was  true  beyond  a  doubt : 

"Your  continued  grasping' for  power,  with  an  evident 
tendency  to  the  weakening  of  the  dependency  of  the 
province  on  Great  Britain,  accompaiiied  with  such  notori* 
Ous  and  public  disrespect  to  the  character  of  your 
governor,  and  contempt  of  the  king's  authority  intrtisted 
with  hiin,  canndt  be  hid  longer  from  your  superiors,  but 
inust  come  under  their  observation,  and  is  of  most  dan- 
gerous example  to  yofrr  neighbors.'* 

Knowing,  therefore,  that  great-numbers  of  the  inhabit- 
ants disapproved  of  their  proceedings,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  therii  an  opportunity  of  vindicatinjj  their 
loyalty  to  their  prince,  as  well  as  their  love  of  country, 
his  excellency  declared^  the  general  assembly  to  be  dis- 
solved. 

This  act  appears  to  have  come  somewhat  suddenly  upon 
the  assembly,  a  committee  having  at  the  time  been 
engaged  in  the  preparation  of  another  address  to  his 
excellency,  similar  in  tone  and  character  to  the  late  remon- 
strance,  but  much  larger,  a&d  more  elaborate.  -  The  disso- 
lution having  prevented  the  house  from  giving  an  official 
impress  to  the  document,  it  Was  shortly  afterward  publish- 
ed in  the  form  of  "  A  letter  from  some  of  the  represent- 
atives in  the  late  general  assembfy  to  his  exceHency  the 
governor,  in  answer  to  his  message  of  October  thirteenth, 
and  to  his  dissolution  speech."    This  documeilt  comprised 
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a  very  extended  review  of  the  whole  con1ax)ver8y  between  ^^g^»  ''=^ 
the  parties;  dwelling  upon  each  and  every  particular  point  >-v^.  i  '4 
with  exceeding  minnteness,  and  evidencing  conBiderable 
powers  of  reasoning  and  analysis.  There  was  no  abate- 
ment in  the  bitterness  of  its  tone,  either  toward  the 
governor,  or  his  chief  confidential  adviser,  Doctor  Colden. 
But  from  the  historical  sketch  already  given  of  the  con- 
troversy, no  necessity  exists  for  a  syiiopsis  of  this  formid- 
able paper — sufficient,  of  itself,  to  fill  one  hundred  pages 
of  an  ordinary  octavo.  Smith  attributes  the  authorship 
to  Judge  Horsmanden, — Doctor  Colden  being  also 
charged  with  the  composition  of  his  excellency's  state 
papers.  These  suppositions  wefe  probably  correct.  In- 
deed Mr.  Horsmanden  had  been  summanly  degraded 
from  his  station  for  his  officiousnes^  in  this  respect ;  and 
Doctor  Oolden  had  entered  several  |Arotests  upon  tiie 
journals  of  the  legisktive  council,  bearing  strong  &mily 
resemblances  to  the  papers  bearing  the  signaCure  of  Mr. 
Clinton.  Among  these  was  a  protest  against  a  bill  from 
the  assembly,  which  passed  the  council  on  the  third  of 
November,  instituting  a  committee  ta  elamine  the  public 
accounts  of  the  colony  from  the  year  1718.  The  doctor* 
protested  a^inst  this  bill,  first,  as  being  an  infringeijiMit 
upon  the  royal  prerogative.  The  moneys,  he  asserted,  had 
been  raised  for  th^  Service  of  the  king,  «nd  his  majesty,  or 
his  representative,  had  therefore  an  undoubted  right  to 
appoint  the  persons  charged  with  the  proposed  exami- 
nation, especially  in  regard  to  their  expenditure,  whereas 
the  governor  had  not  evea  been  consulted  as  to  the  per- 
sons constituting  the  commission.  Secondly,  the  commis- 
sioners named  were  merchants.  As  the  revenues  were 
in  a  great  measure  raised  from  duties  and  imposts,*  he  held 
that  a  mercantile  commission  was  improper.  The  reve* 
nues  from  those  sources  were  not  half  as  much  as  they 
would  be  if  honestly  collected.  These  commissionere,  if 
merchants ,  could  connive  with  their  friends  for  the  conceal* 
ment  of  frauds.    Other  ex)ceptions  were  taken  to  the  details 
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<*^-  of  the  bill;  but  those  just  mentioned  are  the  moat  important. 
N-v*"  The  doctor  also  protested  against  a  biU^from  the  assembly 
1747.  eaueeUiug  certain  bills  of  credit^  together  with  the  special 
revenue  bill  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  upon  the  old 
ground  of  collision  with  the  kingly  prerogative.  The  .last 
mentioned  bill  it  was  averred  was  specially  objectionable 
because  it  usurped  th^  executive  power  for  the  appoint- 
ment  of  troops  and  officers,  and  provided  ibr  the  disburse- 
ment of  money  from  the  treasury  without  the.  governor's 
WfiOrant. 

Although  from  a  very  early  d^te  in  the  history  of  this 
protracted  controversy,  it  became  inexcusably  personal,  yet 
it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  that  it  was  in  reality  one  of 
principle.'  On  the  one  band,  the  infant  Hercules,  though 
still  in  his  cradle,  was  becoming  impatient  of  restraint. 
The  yoke  of  colonial  servitude  chafed  the  necks^  if  4ot  of 
the  people,  at  least  of  their  representatives.  The  royal 
governor  was  not  slow  to  perceive  what  kind  of  leaven  was 
fermenting  the  body  politic ;  and  hence  he  became  perhaps 
ovet-jealous  in  asserting*  SiUd  defending  the  prerogatives  of 
hi^  ipastepr.  Doubtless  in  the  progress  q£  thequarrel  there 
were  feults  on  both  sides.  Of  an  irascible  and  overbearing 
teit^perament,  and  accustomed  in  his  profession  to  com- 
mand rather  than  to  persuade,  he  wffs  ill  qualified  to  exer* 
oise  a  limited  or  concurrent  power  with  a  popular  assembly 
equally  jealous  of  its  own  privileges  and  of  the  liberties  of 
the  people;  wfitching  with  sleepless  vigilaQjce  fpr  every 
opportunity  to  circumscribe  the  influ0noe  of  the  crown ; 
and  ready  at  every  moment  to  resist  the  encroachments  of 
arbitrary  power.  Still,  howev^  patriotic  the  motives, 
under  the  promptings  of  DeLancey,  their  opposition  to 
Mr*  ClintoQ  became  factious;  and  it  is  not  difficult  even 
for  a  republican  to  believe  that  he  was  treated  not  only 
with  harshness,  but  with  great  injustice^  especially  in  regard 
to  his  measures,  and  his  personal  exertions  for  ike  public 
4e£Bnce  and  the.  prosecution  of  the  war. 
:  But  the  i^nciples  iar  which  Qambden  bled,  and  Sidney 
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died  on  the  scaffold,  were  staiMng  deeper  root  in  British  c^. 
America  eveiy  day, — ^an  additional  proof  of  which  fact,  ^-v-^ 
not  easily  to  be  misunderstood,  was  manifested  aboat  this  *** 
time  by  aUiransaction  at  Boston.  Time  immemorial  the 
crown  had  claimed  the  right  in  periods  of  war,  of  raising 
and  eqtiipping  its  fleets  by  impressing  the  ships  of  mer^ 
cliants,  and  seamen  to  man  them.  In  4Jie  feudal  aget^ 
indeed,  the  claim  had  been  asserted  much  fiebrther,  and  the 
right  of  impressment  exerted  in  respect  to  every  diescrip- 
tion  pf  force,  as  thepublid  sendee  required,  incltiding  even  i 
the  members  of  the  medical  profession.  *^  But  witix  tiie 
growth  of  a  permanent  national  marine^  the  impressmejtt 
of  merchant  ships  could  only  be  necessaiy  as  transports, 
and  the  practice  had  been  narrowed  down  to*the  employi- 
ment  of  press-gangs  fbr  the  procurement  of  commoli 
sailors.  Fortified  by  the  opinions  of  tbe  law-roffieersof 
Ae  crown,  the  ministers  had  repeatedly  asserted  the  right 
of  extending  the  right  of  this  odious  pvactioe  to  the  oolor 
nies.  The  claim,  however^  had  been  uniformly  resisted 
by  the  people,  and  nowhere  more  strenuously  than  in  yi^• 
ginia,-)— held  at  the  time  to  be  the  most  loyal  of  the  poKh- 
vinoes.  Indeed  it  was  in  Yirginia^  that'  the.  £rst  aot 
of  resistance  to  the  practice  was  made,  and  in  every 
instance  in  which  the  right  was  attempted  to  be  put /in 
exercise,  the  officers  of  the  crown  were  defeated  by  popular 
intei^osition.  *  "So  experiment  of  the  kind,  however,  had 
as  yet  been  mUde  in  !New^EI}gland;  and  the  honor  of  the 
£rst  attempt,  and  of  experiencing  «  signal' defeat,  was 
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lit  appears  firom  Rjoier'a  /ler^^ra,  >hat  king  H^ory  V,  in  Hi 7,  authoriiod 
John  Morstede,  to  praM  i^s  man^  Burgeons  as  ho  thought  necessary  for  tho 
French  expedition,  together  wHh  persons  to  make  their  instruitaettts.  'It  !■ 
also  true,  and  appears  in  the  same  beekef  redorde*  that  with  the  anny  irhioh 
won  the  daj  at  Agiii^oaii,  thera  iiad  iandad .  pnly  one  nyfgton^  thAiSama  Jqhn 
Moratede,  who  indeed  did  engage  to  send  fifteen  mor^  for  ;the  army,  three  of 
which,  howoTer,  were  to  act  as  archers !  With  such  a  professlbnhl  scarefty, 
what  must  ha^e  been  the  state  of  the  wounded  on  the  day  of  battled 
AndrnH^M  Cfrtai'Britam, 

'Qxaliame,— who  wyatha^  I^anklio  waa  ihtt?a^  JT^^.  ^J  yfV^  ^  ^^ 
fensible  iigustioa  waa  demonstrated. 
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cBAP.  reserved  for  Coiniaodore  Knowing,  then  govemon  of  Cape 
w^^^  Breton,  and  the  suecessor  of  Six;  Peter  Warren  in  the  naval 
1W7.  oommand  of  the  American  station.  Visiting  the  waters  of 
Massachusetts  with  his  squadron,  and  lying  at  Nantas]$:et 
i^bout  the  middle  of  November,  the  coipmodore  lost  a  num- 
ber of  his  sMlors  by  desertion,  the  places  of  whoip  be 
determined  to  supply  1\^  a  vigorous  act  of  impressment  in 
Boston.  Detaching  a  number  of  boats  to  the  town  at  an 
early  hour  in  ih^  morning,  a  sweep  was  made  of  all  the 
seamen  found  on  board  the  vessels  lying  at  the  wharves, 
afid  also  of  a  number  of  ship  carpenters,  with  their  appren- 
tices, .together  with  several  landsmea.  The  ^t  w^  ,e^cut'« 
ed  with  such  suddenne^  that  the  me^  were  &x  down  the 
bay  on  their  way  to  .th^  fleet,  when  the  transaction  hiad 
become  generally  known  to  the  people.  3ut  when  Iqiown, 
such  a  populiM*  fermentation  ensued  as  I^ad  never  b^fore 
taken  place  in  Boston.  All  classes  of  the  pepple  wer« 
greatly  ejLcited ;  but  the  rage  Qf  the  lower  classep  knew  no 
bounds.  Sieving  whatever  arms  they  cpnld  ^d,  spears 
clubs,  pitchforks  and  guns,  the  mob  rushed  together,  deter- 
mined upon  vengeance,  or  a  rescue,  or  both.  J^  lieutenant 
of  the  fleet  fitlling  first  within  their  power,  wa§  siezed^  ^nd 
would  have  been  Seated  with  violence  but  {qt  the  inter- 
position of  the  speaker  of  the  provincial  legislature,  then 
in  session,  who  assured  the  mnltitudo  that  tiiis  officer  had 
not  been  concerned  in  the  transaction.  The  next  n^ove- 
ment  of  the  mob  was  directed  against,  the  house  of  the 
governor,  Shirley,  who  was  at  th^  very  tipie  entertaining 
several  captains  of  the  fleet.  Of  these  o^ce^  the  rioters 
resolved  to  demand  satisfaction,  and  the  honsQ  was  speedily 
surrounded  by  the  infuriated  legion*  The  pacers  within 
doors  being  supplied  with  fire-arms,  determined  to  defend 
'  themselves,  and  there  would  doubtless  have  been  «  serious 
edPusion  of  blopd,  had  not  a  number  of  the  more  consider- 
ate citizens  insinuated  themselves  auxon^  the,  rioters^  and 
dissuaded  them  from  the  commission  of  actual  violence. 
'  Among  the  peace-pflicers  on  duty  was  a  d^uty  sherifl^ 
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who  was  irreverently  'eiezed  and  borne  off  to  the  etocks,  c^r. 
with  the  practical  use  of  which  invention  he  Was  made  v-v-^ 
acquainted,  both  hia  legs  being  made  fast  therein.  There  ^^^' 
was  a  dash  of  the  ludicrous  in  this  exploit,  of  the  ^^  sove- 
rei^s,"  creating  i^erriment^  and  serving  for  a  while  to 
moderate,  though  it  did  not  appease  their  anger.  The 
deepening  of  the  twilight  into  pight,  however,  was  a  signal 
for  renewed  outrages,  and  the  deliberations  of  the  legisla^ 
tare,  or  general  court,  as  it  was  called,  were  disturbed  by 
the  breaking  of  their  windows,  and  other  riotous  proceed* 
ings.  The  got«mor,  with  several  distinguished  gentlemen 
and  counsellors,  ascended  to  the  balcony,  whence  they- 
addressed  the  people  in  the  most  (toothing  and  considerate 
manner,--Tebuking  their  turbulence,  it  is  true,  but  at  the 
same  time  expressing  strobg  disapprobation  of  the  outrage 
of  which  they  complamed,  and  promising  their  utmoet 
exertions  to  obtain  the  discharge  of  eveiy  tnsji  who  had' 
been  kidnapped  and  carried  away.  But  the  tempest  waa 
not  to  be  thus  easily  hushed,  and  the  arrest  and  detention 
of  eveiy  officer  6f  the  squadron  in  town,  was  demandt^d  9M 
the  only  measure  that  would  answer  the  purpose.  Sucif 
being  the  temper  of  the  populace,  it  was  judged  advisable 
that  the  governor,  should  withdraw  from  the  scene  of 
tumult  to  his  owrt  hous^^to  whieh  he  was  accompanied 
by  several  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  also  by  a  smail 
party  of  perBonal  friends.  Meantime  it  was  bruited  d.at  a 
barge  had  come  up  to  the  town  from  the  fleet,  whereupon 
the  rioters  rushed  headlong  to  the  wharf  to  sieze  it.  Tto 
report  was  not  true,  for  no  such  barge  had  arrived.  Yet 
the  populace  thought  otherwise,  and  a  huge  boat,  lying  at 
the  dock,  belonging  to  a  Scotch  merohantman,  was  taken 
by  mistake,  and  drawn  through  the  street,  as  though  *iio 
heavier  than  a  birchen  canoCi  It  was  at  first  resolved  to 
kindle  a  bonfire  with  this  unlucky  craft  in  front  of  tike^ 
governor's  house;  but  a  siiggestion  tiiat  lighting  a  fire  ibere* 
would  jeopard -the  town,  the  mob  drew  away,  and  indulged 
their  heated  design  in  a  place  of  greats  security.    Thus . 
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CBAP.  •ended  the  proceedings  of  the  first  day.  On  the  next,  the 
w^^-*  governor  ordered  the  militia  underarms  for  the  preservation 
1747.  of  the  peace ;  but  the  drummers  were  interrupted  in  beat- 
ing to  arms,  and  the  militia,  with  a  surprising  degree  of 
unanimity,  refused  to  parade.  Several  of  the  British  offi- 
cers on  shore  had  been  siezed  by  the  populace,  by  whom 
they  were  retained  as  hostages.  Of  this  number  was  Gjap- 
tain  Erskine,  pf  the  Canterbury.  He  was  taken  in  Roxbury^ 
but  was  speedily  liberated  on^giving  his  parole  not  to  go  on 
board  until  the  difficulty  should  be  adj  usted.  Such  being  the 
tcpiper  of  the  people, — ^the  entire  militia  refusing  obedience 
to  ^eir  officers, — it  was  thought  expedient,  as  well  for  the 
personal  security^  as  for  thet power,  of  the  governor,  whose 
authority  was  thus  virtually  suspended,  that  he  should 
retire  to  the  cdrStle-^Fort  William.  From  this  place  Mr. 
Shirley  wtote  to  Commudore  Knowles,  informing  him  of 
the  high  exasperation  into  which  the  people  had  been 
thrown  by  his  proceedings^  4nd  urging  an  immediate 
release  of  the  persons  impressed,  as  the  only  means  of 
restoring  the  .public  tranquility.  But  the  commodore 
declined  even  to  entertain  the*  proposition  until  those  of 
his  officers  who  had  been  caught  on'^or^  should  be  liberat*- 
eiL  The  first  suggestion  of  Knowles  was  to  land  a  body 
of  marines  to  aid  the  governor  in  quelling  the  disturbances ; 
blit:  Shirley  was  too  wise  a  fnan,  and '  understood  too  well 
the  character  of  the  New  England  people  to  second  such  a 
parOposition.  The  commodore  thereupon  became  enraged, 
and  threatened  to  bum  the  town,-— directing  at  the  same 
time  certain  movements  of  his  ships  which*  for  a  few  hours 
caused  much  uneasiness.  During  the  eighteenth  and  nine^ 
teenth  days  of  the  month  the  town  was  under  the  entire 
control  of  the  mob, — ^the  general  court  feeling  reluctant  to 
interpose,  even  for  the  preservation  of  order,  lest  their 
action  should  be  construed  as  favoring  the  conduct  of 
Ejiowles.  The  provocation  had  been  great ;  and  although 
the  prevailing  spirit  of  insubonfination  was  indefensible, 
yet  it  waa  regarded  by  every  Aqiierioan  with  greatly  miti- 
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gated  displeasure.  Still,  tlje  danger  of  allowing  the  town  ch^ 
longer  to  remain  under  the  sway  of  an  infuriated  populace,  wy— ^ 
and  the  impropriety  of  leaving  the  governor,  whose  con^  ^^*^* 
duct  had  not  only  been  wise  and  patriotic,, but  blameless, 
thus  unsupported,  was  perceived  before  the  close  of  the 
day  last  mentioned,  and  a  series  of  resolutions  wn&  adopted 
by  the  house  of  representatives,  strongly  condemning  .the 
tumultuous  proceedings  of  the  people;  pledging  themselves, 
their  lives  and  estates,  to  sustain  the  executive  authority; 
but  at  the  same  tiioe  declaring  that  they  should  put  forth 
their  utmost  exertions  to  redress  the  grievances  which  had 
provoked  the  riots.  Simultaneously  with  this  pcocedure 
the  council  passed  an  order  for  restoring  Captain. £rskine 
and  ike  other  officers  in  actual  pustody,  to  their  liberty, 
and  declaring  them  ix>  .be  under  the  protection  of  the  gov- 
ernment,—which  order  was  concurred  in  by  the  house  of  ' 
representatives,  The^e  measures  had  the  effect  of  allaying 
the  excitement)  and  the  jioters  soon  began  to  disperse.  A 
town  meeting  was  holden  in  the  afternoon ;  and  «jthough 
it  was  urged  by  the  less  disereet  portion  of  the  assemblage 
that  a  suppression  of  the  tumults  WQuld  have  the  effect  of 
encouraging  his  majost^'s  naval  commanders  in  the  com*' 
missiion  of  similar  outraged  in*  ftiture^  yet  the  counsels  of 
the  more  prudent  prevailed,  and  the  town^  by  solemn  voie,' 
condemned^  alike  the  riotous  proceedings  of  the  people^ 
and  the  injury  and  insult  by  which  those^  proceedings  had 
been  provoked.  I^ot  anticipating  so^  favonable  a  turn  of 
affairs,  so  soon,  the  governor  had  made  jnreparations  for 
calling  to  his  assistance  the  provincial  troops  of  the  circum-» 
jac^it  towns,  horse  and  foot ;  but  on  the  following  morning 
the  militia  of  Boston  p(araded  spontaneously,  and  many 
citizens  were  in  arms  who  had  seldom  been  seen  in  armfl 
before.  In  the  course  of  the,  day  the  governor  was  escorted 
from  the  castle  back  to  his  house  with  great  pa^ode,  and 
law  and  order  resumed  their  wonted  sway.  Commodore 
Knowles  dismissed  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  subjects  of  tiie 
impress,  aUd  sailed  fbf  Louisburg,  to  the  great  and  iTre- 
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0^.  presgible  joy  of  the  people.*    But  hifl  Bovereign  hAd  little 
w^-/  cause  to  thank  him  for  au  act  which  awoke  a  spirit  that 
^^^^*  sluiubered  not  until  the  richest  jewel  was  torh  from  his 
diadem. 

There  remains  little  moi«  to  be  written  of  the  border 
troubles  <rf  New  York  during  the  year  1747.  Small  parties 
of  the  enemy  continued  to  hover  about  the  new  settlements 
until  the  depth  of  winter,  and  several  additional  murders 
were  committed.  One  of  their  arutumnal  forays  was  me- 
lancholy aiid  bloody*  A  party  of  woodmen,  engaged  in 
cutting  timber,  about  four  mile«  west  of  Schenectadfy,-wa8 
fidten  up<Hi,  and  thirty^ine  of  their  number  killed*  Along 
the  confines  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  these 
murders  or  aB8d>8sination9  werei  yet  more  frequent  during 
the  autumn  than  in  New  York.  Skirmishes'  between  tbe 
ctnemy  and'  the  bordeners,  were  eommott,  tfnd  in  one  of 
these  a  French  officer  of  sbme  consideration,  named  Pierre 
]itamboert^  was  wounded  and  taken.^ 

Late  in  November,  Governor  CliBtoh  pi^S0sd  the  com- 
mand of  the  northern  frontier  upon  Colonel  Johnson. 
The  people  were  strongly  in  fbvor  of  that  appointment'  and 
it  was  ultimately  aooepted.  Bmtaside  fiom  this  command, 
tiie  colonel  hftd-  Aill  employment  upon  his  hands  for  the 
winter,  independently  of  his  Lidiaxi  charge.  The  militia 
of  Albany  county,  then  embracing  all  the  no^em  and 
westerxtsettiements  beyondTJlsterandDutcheaB)'  had  fi^len 
into  a  state  of  sad  demoraliBation ;  aind  to.  Colonel  Jobn-^ 
son  Mr.  Clinton  entrusted  the  duty  of  effecting  a  complete 
reerganization.  All'  confidence  was  reposed  in  him; 
and  in  the  removal  of  incompetent  officers,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  new-  ones,  his  word  was  law.  ^'  Send  down  a  list 
'        immediately,  of  those  you  think  proper,  and  look  upon  it 

dox\e."* 


^Hatobinson.    Qrfthame. 

•  H0yt*6  AatiqaitiM. 

*MftmuMript  letter  Qf  Jacob  (Hea. 
,  ^Mfjuiioriptlett^;  Migo' K^^^or4f  of  tlie  exeouthe  ooonoil,  to  Colonel 
Johnson. 
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CHAPTEE  IX. 
1748. 

Colonel  Johnson  Had  now  become,  tlirough  Ub  pwn  tact 
and  the  influence  of  Governor  Clinton,  a  prominent  man  ix. 
in  th^  affairs  of  the  colony.  In  February,  he  accepted  the  ^[^^ 
command  of  the  New  York  colonial  troops  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers-r-a  circumstance  which  affords  another 
proof  of  the  high  fevoi  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  gov- 
ernor. Though  atiU  continuipg  the  tr^c  ^l  fiirs,  and  by 
no  means  neglecting  his  niercantile  pursuits,  he  devoted 
hixnself  more  assiduously,  not  only  to  political  matters,  but 
also  to  the  management  of  the  Indian  department  over 
which  he  had  for  the  last  two  years  had  the  controL 
Becoming  fikvorably  known  both  to  the  colony  and  the 
British  government,  he  now  assumed,  as  better  suited  to 
his  improved  stauding,  more  dignity  in  his  appointments^ 
his  manner  of  living,  and  his  intercourse  with  the  Indians. 

It  was  about  this  period,  although  I  have  not  been  able 
to  learn  the  exact  date,  that  Colonel  Johnson  employed  as 
his  housekeeper,  Mary  Brant,  or  Miss  Molly,  as  she  was 
called,  a  sister  of  the  celebrated  Indian  chief  Thayendane- 
gea,  with  whom  he  lived  until  his  decease,  and  by  whom  bB 

had  several  children.^    This  circumstance  is  thus  mentioned 

■  '■    '  ■  ■  ■'  .       ■     ■  I  ^ 

1  Thftt  MoUy  Brant  was  not  tlie  wft  of  the  Baif onet,  is  ftiUy  proved  b j  liia 
last  will,  (published  in  appendix  to  Vol.  ii.)  in  which,  after  desirihg  to  have 
the  *' remains  of  his  beloved  wife  Catherinoi^  interred  beside  hiin,  he  speaka 
of  the  *'ohildren  of  my  present  housekeeper,  Marj  Brant/'  as  his  "  naiutdl 
children."  It  is,  however,  but  justioe  to  Mollj  Brant,  to  state  diat  she 
alwi^s  regarded  herself  as  married  ta  the  Baronet  after  the  Indian  fashion. 

The  traditions  of  the  Mohawk-  yallej  state  that  the  acqualntaniDe  of 
Colonel  Johnson  with  Mollj,  had  a  rather  wQd  and  romantio  commeneement. 
The  story  was,  that  she  ^as  a  rery  sprightly  and  a  t^  beatitiftil  Indian 
girl  of  abottt  sixteen,  when  ho  first  saw  her.    It  was  at  a  regimentiil  aiUttii^    . , 


. « 
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CHAP,  by  Mrs.  Grant  in  her  entertaining  book.     "  Becoming  a 
^^^y^  widower  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  connected  himself  with  an 
1748.  Indian  maiden,  daughter  to  a  sachem,  who  possessed  an  un- 
commonly agreeable  person  and  good  undei-standing ;  and 
whether  6ver  formally  married  to  him  according  to  our  usage 
or  not,  continued  to  live  with  him  in  great  union  and  afiec- 
tion   all  his  life."     Colonel  Johnson  himself  l*epeatedly 
speaks  qf  this  Indian  lady  in  his  private  journal.     During 
his  expedition  to  Detroit  entries  occur  in  which  he  speaks 
.   o^  having  received  news  from  home,  and  of  having  written 
to  Molly.    He  always  mentioned  Tier  kindly.     Thtfs  under 
date  of  Wednesday^  October  21siy  1759,  he  writes :     ' 

"  Met  Sir  Robert  Davis,  and  Captain  Etheringtbn,  who 
gave  nie  a  packet  of  letters  from  General  Amherst.  Cap- 
tain  Etherington  told  me  Molly  was  delivered  of  a  girl  and 
all  were  well  at  my  house,  where  they  stayed  ten  dftys:" 

Molly,  as  has  already  been  stated,  was  the  sister  of 
Thayendanegea,  arid  both,  according  to  the  account  in  the 
London  Magazine  of  1776,  the  earliest  printed  testimony 
upon  the  subject,  were  the  grand-children  of  one  of  the 
Mohawk  chiefs,  who  visited  England  half  a  century  before. 
That  her  fhther  was  a  chief,  several  authorities  have  like- 
wise  been  cited  to  show ;  to  which*  may  be  added  Allen's 
'  Biographical  Dictionary,  where  the  fact  is  positively  as- 
serted. ^ 

By  thus  forming  an  alliance  with  the  family  of  an  influ- 

f  ■  ■        .  .      .  .  ,  ^    .  .  ,  h         .  ., 

invster,  irher«  MoUj  w»9  ooe  of  s  multitude  of  s^eotiutor^ .  One  of  the  fiel^ 

•^. ..  officers  coming  near  her  upon  a  prancing  steed,  bj  way  of  banter  she  asked 

-''  .  permission  to  mount  behind  him.     Not  supposing  she  could  perform  the 

'    exploit^  he  said  she  might.     At  the  word  she  leaped  upon  the  crupper  with 

the  agility  of  a  gazelle.     The  horse  sprang  off  at  foil  speed,  hnd,  clinging 

to  the  officer,  her  blanket  flying,  and  her  dark  tresses  stroaming  in  the  wind, 

sh^  flew  about  the  parade  ground  swift  as  An  arrow,  to  the  infinite  merriment 

of  the  ooUepted  piultitude.    ^he  colonel,  who  was  a  witness  of  the  spectacle,  ■ 

admiidng  the  spirit  of  the  young  sc^uaw,  and  becoming  enamored  of  her  per- 

son^  brought  her  to  his  house. 

1  President  Allen  was  connected  by  marriage  with  the  family  of  the  Uto 
;President  Wh^elogk,  an4  ^  had  oxi)6Uent  opportunitios  for  arriTing  at  tlio 
,  .     probablo  truth,  .         .       ^     ' 
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eniial  and  powerful  cliieftain,  Cplonel  JohnBon  evidently  PgAF 
aitned  at  a  more  extended  influ^ice  pyer  the  Indians.    Kor  >.^3^ 
did  the  result  disappoint  him ;  for  in  this  alliance  and  in  ^^*^ 
his  custom  of  mingling  among  them  in  his  familiar  w^p 
is  doubtless  to  be  found  the  secret  of .  hid  extraordinaiy 
ascendency  over  the  fickle  red  men  of  the  forest. 

Meantime  a  new  aasembly  had.  been,  chosen,  which  th^ 
governor  met  upon  the  twelfth  of  JFebruary .  The  election^ 
however,  had  made  ^ut  few.  changes  in  ^e  compositioQ  of 
that  body ;  all  the  former  leaders  being-  returned,  and  Mr« 
Jonee  conseqi^ently  again  presented  for  lus  excellency's 
approbation  as  speaker.  The  opening  speech  of  ^*e 
govem^or  wa9  concili^itory .  He  announced  that  the  coniveii- 
tion^igre^d  upon  between  the  commissioners  of  iSfew  Toxfc 
MaasachusetU  and  Connecticut,  had  been  ratified  by  fh'e 
first  and  la«t  mentioned  of  those  colonies,  and  by  the  le^s- 
lature  of  Massachusetts,  wiitih  the  exception  of  a  single^ 
article,  which  his  excellency  did  not  conceive  to  be  very 
material.  .  The  place  pf  the  cordon  of  ranger^  pirovid^ 
foi;  by  that  .article,  the  governor  thought,  could  be  supplied 
by  strong  parties  of  In<Uans.  Kotwithstanding  the  d.beli;ive 
effidcts  of  the  two  pcec^ding  years  to  aclneve'the  invasipli 
of  Caiu^la,  and  .the  strangely  vascillating  conduct  of  tli^ 
miniBtrjr  upon  this  import  subject,  meaaur^d  to  that  eiA 
w^e  again  proposed,  and  the  necessaiy  means  suggested, 
miftjL  fiA  mudi,  confidence  as  though  there  had  been  no  dis- 
^pointment.  The  disbanding  of  the  forces  at  Albatiy  \M 
necessarily  discouraged  the  Indians^  who  had  regarde'^  ihh 
meas^e  aa  a  want  either  of  courage  or  strength,  tod  the  .  ;^ 
French  had  not  been  sIqw  to  avail  themselves  of  the  oppql^  '  -j 

timity  again  to  sow  the  seeds  of  disaffection  among  them-^ 
particularly  tJhe  Senecas  and  Onondagas.  !\][easures  were  '* 
therefore  advised  for  regaining  the  hearty  cooperation  of 
their  people.  The  death  of  Mr.  Bleecl^er^  long  the  gover^? 
ment  interpreter  in  its  intercourse  with  the  tiidians,  and  ilie 
jipppointment  of  Arept  Stevens  in  his  place  was  announce4f 
Thjd  govi^iiunent  was  ijideb^d  to  Cplonel  Jphnson  fb^ 
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c^.  various^advances  of  money,  and  he  had  given  notice  Ij^at 
wv-'  such  was  the  increased  cost  of  provisioning  the  garrison  of 
^^*^-  Oswego,  that  he  could  no  longer  perform  that  service  with- 
out an  advance  upoh  the  term^  of  his  contract  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  per  annum.  The  fortifications  of  Albany  need- 
ed repairs,  and  several  of  the  forte  were  short  of  ammunition. 
The  attention  of  the  assembly  was  also  called  to  the  fiu^t 
that  no  provision  had  been  made  at^the  last  session  £o^ 
paying  the  salaries  of  the  t)fficer8  of  the  government. 
Other  suggestions  connected  with  the  public  service  were 
made  in  the  speech,  one  of  which  was  the  employment  of 
a>Bmith  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  at  Oswego.  Finally 
he  recommended  that  they  should  make  immediate  pro- 
vision for  rewarding  those  Indians  who  had  acted  as  scouts 
for  transporting  the  new  levies  to  Albany,  victualing  them  . 
in  the  Mohawk's  country,  removing  cannon  from  Saratoga 
to  Albai^,  and  also  for  the  salary  of  a  conmianding  officer 
to  the  troops  raised  by  the  province. 

It  would  appear  that  the  dissolutioif  oiF  the  assembly  had, 
for  a  time,  at  least^  produced  a  better  state  <^  feeling  in 
the  new  assembly  than  in  the  previous  one.  The  answer 
of  the  council  was  moved  by  Chief  Justice  DeLancey ;  that 
of  the  assembly  was  reported  by  Mr.  Clarkson ;  and  both 
were  conceived  in  a  better  spirit,  and  couched  in  niuch 
more  respectful  language  than  had  been  usuat  for  some 
time  past.  In  the  address  of  the  house  to  the  governor 
upon  the  eighteenth,  the  assembly  assured  his  excellency 
.  of  their  readiness  to  enter  immediately  upon  the  eonsider- 
ation  of  the  different  D^atters"" which  he  htvd  submitted'  to 
them,  and  to  make  providou  for  such  supplies  as  were 
essential  to  the  well  being  and  security  of  the  colony.  Two 
days  afterward,  however,  as  if  they  feared  that  tiiey  had 
conceded  too  much,  and  wished  therefore  to  counteract  it 
by  thwarting  the  favorite  scheme  of  the  governor,  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  his  speech,  reported  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  to  follow  <^t  the  plan  proposed  by  Massaehu- 
settSy  would  be  contrary  to  the  purposes  of  the  agreement^ 
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and  therefore  that  the  house  ought  not  to  accede  to  the  chap. 
alteration.  «^^^ 

The  temper  of  the  assembly,  however,  as  before  remarked,^  ^^^ 
was  much,  more  tractable ;  and  at  tlus  sitting,  several 
resolutions  were  passed  in  favor  of  repairing  the  dif- 
ferent fortificatjjions  along  the  frontiers,  stationing  a  lai^er 
garrison  at  Osw'ego,  defraying  the  expenses  of  .the  .gun-* 
smiths  stationed  among  the  Indians,  paying  the  rangers 
employed  as  scouts,  building  block  houses,  and  other  plans 
of  a  like  dmracter.  Two  hundred  pounds  were  also  voted 
to  Colonel  Johnson,  for  the  eztraiH^inarychargessto  which 
he  had  been  subjected  in  supplying  the  garrison  of  Oswqgo 
with  provisions,  and  an  appropriation  made  for  the  payment 
of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  government,,  but  to 
which  was  attached  **  a  r^rw^rd  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
poundfi  to  Mr.  Horsmanden,  for  his  lat^  controversial  labors, 
under  tiie  pretext  of  drafting  their  bills,  and  other  publip 
service/'*  ,  . 

The  most  important  act  of  the  session,  however,  was  an 
appropriation  of  *twQ  hundred  pounds  per  annum  for.  the 
Compensation  of  an  agent,  to  reside  in  the  parent  capital, 
to.  solicit  in  the  concerns  of  the  colony.  The  appointment 
of  such  an  agent  had  been  previously  recommended;  and 
though  successful  at  last  by  aunanimouETvote,  it  might  not 
have  been,  but  from  the  design  of  the  house  to  employ  an 
agent  who  should  be  under  its  own  direction,  and  whose 
office,  at  leftst  in  part,  should  be  to  thwart  the  views  of  the 
gev^mor  at  home.  The  enactment  was  so  shaped  as  cau- 
tiously to  deprive  the  governor  eyen  of  a  concurrentpower 
in  making  the  appointment ;  aud  indeed  the  agent,  Bobert 
£!harles,  was  named  and  his  first  instructions  actually 
given,. a  few  hours  before  the  house  was  summoned  into 
the  presence  of  the  governor  to  witness,  previous  to  the 
adjournment,  his  assent  to  the  biUs  that  had  been  passed. 
These  instructions' are  in  partinsc|:i]^ed  upon  the  journals 
of  the  assembly ;  while  another  portion  may  be  found  in 
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c^.  thie  ftppiekdix  to  theBe4iond  voliime  6f  Sn\i€k,  being  (itiett^t* 

w^to  Charles  from  the  speaker,  Jones.     They  will  be  found 

itfS:  16  Aiistaiii  the  opinion  already  advanced,  viz :  that  the  agfent 

irafi  to  b^  tiie  instrument  of  the  inKiembly  agaihst  the 

gttVemor. 

This  i^onrsia  of  action  has  been  attributed  to  it  desire  on 
tibi^  paH  of  the  DeLancey' &mify  to  supplant  Mr.  Clinton 
v?iHi  thfe  view  Of  bringing  Sir  Peter  Warden  into  the  execu- 
tire  <6hait5  and  color  is  given  tothe  iniggei9tion  by  the  fiwt 
ihat  Mr.  •  "CbaTtefif  Was  etijoined  ♦*  in  the  exe^iution*  of  his 
iuMirtfctfond,  always  to  take  the  advice  of  6ir  Peter  Warren 
if  4ri  fiiglarid."^  DetiMceyy  tlie  ^hief  jttetice^  wa«  like- 
Mb^  'atelbiliouis;  'aild  it  ii^  bOt  unlikely  that  he  might  have 
tiheri^hed  Meh  a  design  te  favor  of  his  brother-in-'law ; 
Ittit  I  hiiV^  fotind  no  evideB<^  that  Bir  Petet  Waifren  him- 
li^'Wfedb  ia  pAkly  to  «ny  toeh  intrigue.  Why  should  .he 
bifct^b^^t  Q%emiBlietilre^^f  hk  naval  glo)7  was  full.  He 
was  npw  a  member  of  the  imperial  parliament,  in  the 
^ojno^eikt  of  a  prib^ely  estlite^  and  withailii  a  bad  state 
W  t^lth; '  The  govertoordiiif)  of  the  cotony  of  New  York, 
th^MfOIr^,  eould  h&ve  been  itio  obJect,trithhim,  even  should 
M  b^  Iftble  to  66]6ipet^  with  success'  agaiinst  the  Kewcastle 
interest  by  which  Mr/  'Olinilon  was  sulsrt&iiiled. 


I  I 


:jr^  Meatowhile  the  lidiims  of  the  Si±  Nalti6n#,  tnlfe  to  tfreir 

•:;.  wavering  chtoact*,  ujton  hearing  that  tii^    crxpedition 

iC^iiist  'C^adahkd  be6n  given  up,  liad  become  eik^eedingl^ 
ffiscbtitelitM.  Added  to  this,  an  'Mispress  Arrived  aH  17e^ 
T6fk?oii  liie  6eVent^ttith'<5f  Febhurtiry,  beftritig  advices  to. 
th^  gbVertaior  fit^m  CclldnelJohnson  of  an  farming  natare. 
la'tcflKgeride  had  b^en  receiitly  brought  in  by  scouts,  so 
76hnsoif  Wrdtb,  that  an  expedition  was  fitting  dtit  in  Cana- 
da against  the  eettlements,  btrt  Whether  the  blow  wiis  to 
ftU  upon  Albany,  Schenectady,  6r  the  Mohttwks,  could  not 
bfe  ascertained.  Ad^ccw'Were  alsd  received  on  the  twenly- 
i^ecoiid,  from  Lieutenant  Lindesay,  the  cbmmanding  officer 

^  Letter  ef  Speekw  Jones  to  H^.  Chirlet,  April  9tli,  1748. 
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at  Oflw^o,  stating  thaH  his  scouts  tejmrted  that  a  French  chaf* 
army  '  WHS  "matt^ing  to  attack  that  post.  The  whole  w^w 
country,  bnt  especially  the  bovder,  was  kepi  in  a  state  ^^^^ 
of  gteat  terror  for  several  days.  Nor  was  the  pfthie  cfim 
fined  t6  the  sparsely  peopled  settlements^  It  extended 
to  Albany,  and*  so  great  was  the  fear  of  the  inhabit-' 
atiU,  that  Colonel  Schuyler  ordered  into  the  city  for 
its  defence^  several  companies  of  the  militia,  who  were 
quartered  in  the  neighboring  districis.^  While  affiors  wei^ 
in  this  harrassing  state.  Colonel  JohnlXm  wrote  toiGovemor 
Clinton  that  the  govenior  of  Canada^  through  die  instnh^ 
mentality  ^f  the  Jesnit  titlssionaiiea,  was  pressing  npon'flie 
Biz  Nations  i79iin  iirvitations  to  visit  him  in  Montreal,  and 
by  every  means  in  his  power  was  endeavoring  to  eednoe 
those  rZiidians  from  tlieir*  alliance  with  the  Engliah*  Noor 
had  these  artifices  been  entirely  without  eflfeot)  for  ^» 
Indians,  especially  the  Onondagas^- were  already  wavexaiBg', 
and  were  even  now  nxanifesting^ -akrmdBg  sympkomaiof 
defection*        -  \  <'.- 

Ih  tihis  exigency,  the  governor,  at  tiie  suggestion  of  Shis- 
ley,  immediately  wrote  to  Colonel  Johnson,  directing  him 
to  proceed  forthwith  into  thb  Indian  conntSty  attended  by  ft 
strong  guard.  The  note  of  preparation  for  this  ^visit  as 
given  in  the  following  letter : 

Cokmd  Ji^naon  to  Ocqpiam  ,OcUherwMir^(JExtra€LJ 

■  ••'    «  Albaky,  April  9, 1748. 

((««««  ♦  I  am  so  muck  jburried  with  settling 
my  affiairs  before  I  go,  that  I  declare  I  have  not  time  to 
write  a  line.  I  intetid  to  set  olBf'  neM '  Thursday  irom*  my 
hotlse,  with'  a  guard  6f  'fiAj'men,  Captain  Thomas  Butler, 
and  Lieutenant  Laurie,  officers*  W^  shall  have  a  fotiguing 
jourbey  of  it^  and  I  reckon  pretty'  dangerous ;  for  I  am 
info^ed  by  fiemdrik's  son,  ^that  the  Fren(di  at  Cadaracqni, 
havingiMi^of  Inyintentiont  by  Jlean  Oceur,  were  qifite 
uneasy  at  the  news,  and  said  they  would  ^vent  it^— «qi 

*llaiiiis«ripi  ktier  Colonel  Sohaylor  to  QoTomor  CUntoM. 
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cmp.  att^npt  which  I  think  very  likely;  as  it  would  be  of  great 
w^-'  conBequence  to  them.  The  worst  of  it  ie,  we  jmusi  march 
1748.  fQp  above  one  hundred  miles,  on  foot  to  go  through  aU  their 
oaetles  by  the  way,  in  order  to  talk  to  some  of  the  most 
obstinate  of  them  privately  before  the  meeting,  which  is 
Uie  only  Way  I  could  ever  find  to.  gain  a  point  with  this 
tort  of  people.  I  reckon  I  shall  have  a  great  deal  of  •  trouble 
.to  overset  all  that  the  French  have  been  doing  since  last 
£e^.  However,  I  shall  leave  uq  stone  unturned  to  accom- 
-plish  what  I  go  at,  either  by  fair  or  foul  means,,  for  if  they 
are  obstinate,-^!  mean  the  Onondagas,^-!  ahall  certainly 
talk  very  harsh  to  them,  and  try  what  that  will  do.  .  I  hope 
to  return  in  about  three  weeks,  (if  nothing  extraordinary 
happens,)  when  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  give  his  excellency 
an  agreeable^  account  of  noy  progress.  I  also  h<^  his 
excellency  will  not  otnit  writing  to  mfi  if  anything  of  con- 
sequence occurs.  It  will  bo  the.  time  to  hear  good  news 
when  among  them  all,-— especiaUy  of  an  expeditiop  going 
on,  which  would  cheer  up  all  their  drooping  spirits.  .  If 
4he  governor  .aQd  Governor  Shirley  intend  to  come  soon,  it 
would  be  very  proper  to  give  me  timely  notice,  in,  order,  to 
prepare  the  Indians  for  a  meeting.  I  hope  the  assembly 
will  not  be  so  unconscxpnable  as  to  expect  I  should  take  the 
command  of  these  companies  without  a  salary.  ButI  leave 
that,  and  the  afi'air  of  the  regiment  entirely  to  his  excel- 
lency, and  you,  to  do  as  you  think  prop^  against  I  come 
back.  As  to  the  latter,  I  assure  you  it  is  in  a  bad  way^  as 
also  is  the  watch  of  Albaiiy/'     . 

.  The  orders  given  to  Colonel  Johnson  were/ to  erect 
forts  for  the  proteqtion  of.the  Indian  women  and  children ; 
wd  by  the  judicious  distribution  of  presents,  to  arrest 
this  defection,  and  thus  counteract  the  insidipus  iinjELi^ 
ence  of  the  Jesuit  priests^  The  governor  &rther  direct- 
ed him  ^'to  keep  the  Indians  with  some  Christiai^s  eontm- 
ually  engaged  in  skirmishing  and  in  hostile  acts  against 
the  enemy;"    hoping  that  in  this  manner  Hie  Indians 
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might  be  ted  to  forget  thcbr  dissappointment.^    But  these  ci|^p. 
were  not  the  only  objecteaiHied  at  in  this  journey.     Colo- w^-* 
nel  JohnBon  wae  moreover  particularly  instructed  to  ascer-  ^ '**• 
tain  the  temper  of  the  Six  Nations  towards  the  English; 
and  if  possible  persuade  their  sachems  to  attend  a  grand 
council  to  be  held  shortly  -at  Albany  at  a  time  not  as  yet 
designated. 

TJpon  the  reception  of  these  orders,  a  council  of  all  the 
chiefs  and  warriofs  of  the  Six  Nations  was  summoned  by 
Colonel  Johnson  to  meet  him  around  the  central  councii 
fire'  at  Onondaga ;  audit  appears  to  have  been  pretty  well 
attended.    Whatever  of  doubt  or  distrust,  moreover^  ^^ 
colonel  might  have  previously  entertained  as  to  his  proba- 
ble receptioil,  he  certainly  had  no  cause  of  complaint 
upon  that  head.    Being  the  bearel*  of  presents  to  a  consi- 
derable amount,  in  goods  and  provisions,  which  were  neces- 
sarily transported  by  bateaux,  his  advanpe  was  slow.    In- 
deed the  assemblage  at  Onondaga,  had  been  well  nigh 
dissolved  the  day  before  his  arrival,  frojh  sheer  hunger. 
But  the  colonel  was  well  receive^  at  all  the  castles  on  the 
route,  and  his  arrival  at  Onondaga,  on  the  tw'enty-fotirth 
of  April,  was  greeted  by  the  display  of  EngliBh  colors  and 
a  salute  of  fire-arms,  which  was  retunxed  by  his  guards. 
He  was  attended  by  the  principal  chiefs  to  a  large  house 
prepared  for  his  reception,   spread  with  new  mats,  and 
th^e  others  6t  their  bark  houses,  were  appropriated  to 
his  attendants.    Ikl    about'  an  hour  afterwards  all  the 
sachems  of  the  Confederacy  waited  upon  the  colonel  in  a 
body,  and  welcomed  him  in  a  general  8|)eech,  delivered 
by  an  ^Onondaga  sachem  named  Gan-ugh-sardea-gah, — ^ 
*^  thanking  the  Great  Spirit  that  he  had' been  spared  fo 
oonie  among  them  at  this  bloody  time^"    '^^  apologized 
for  the  ^^  miserable  poor  condition''  in  which  hehad  found 
them^  owing  to  th^  feet  that  by  the  directions  of  the      S^' 
English  tiiey  had  now  been  kept  two  years  from  their      ^'J^^-^l 
huntings  in  ihe  expectatioji  of  being  employed  upon  th§' 
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CHAP,  war-path, — "  and  that"  said  the  sachem,  "  all  for  nothing, 
*-v^  aa  wo  see  no  sign  of  your  doing  anything  with  your  army 
X748.  Q^  y^Q  expected."  They  had  now  assembled,  pursuant  to 
a  belt  which  he  had  sent  them,  ''  in  their  present  hungry 
condition  having  nothing  to  eat,*'  to  hear  what  ho  h^d  to 
say,  >and  to  thank  him  for  the  supplies  they  had  brought, 
"  although  the  day  before,"  being  quite  out  oi  patience 
and  hungered,"  they  Jiad  resolved  to  break  up  and  go 
home."  Colonel  Johnson  thanked  them  for  the  kind 
welcome  they  had  given  him,  but  being  too  much  fatigued 
to  enter  upon  business  then,  he  deferred  .them  until  the 
next  day,  adding — "  So  I  hope  you  will  be  easy  in  your 
minds,  and  content  yotirselves  so  long,  and  X  will  tjb4s 
Q^ght  provide  a  feast  for  your  sachems,  ^nd  another  for 
the  warriors  and  danc^rs^  who  I  hope  will  bo  meiiy,  ^  it 
will  be  my  greatest  pleasure  to  see  them  and  make  them 
so. 

On  the  following  day  the  polonel  met  them  in  grand 
council,  and  imparted  the  businesa  which  had  c^led  him 
thither  in  a  general  speech,  prepared  after  the  usu^l  pattern 
of  Indian  diploinacy.  He  told  them  that  he  had  found  in 
some  of  the  old  writings  of  our  fbre&thers  which  were 

■ 

thought  to  have  been  lost,  an  old  and  valuable  record, 
containing  an  account  of  the  manner  in  wliich  the  firot 
friendship  between  their  respectiye  ancestors  had  com- 
menaced  on  the  arrival  of  ''the  first  great  ca^oe"  at^A^lbaoy. 
As  that  canoe  contained  many  things  that  pleased  the 
Indians,  .they  resolved  to  tie  it  fSnat  to  the: strongest  tpee 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  by  a  great  rope,  that  the  great- 
est care  might  be  taken  of  it.  B.ut  on  farther  considera- 
tlo(n,  fearing  that  the  tree  might  be  blown  down,  it  was 
ihought  safest  to  make  a  long  rope  and  tie  it  &$tM  Oiuhi- 
daga,  and  the  rope  put  under  their  feet,  that  in  caaeof  asy 
danger  to  the  canoe,  by  the  shaking  of  the  vope,  tlugr 
might  all  rise  as  one  m^P?  ai^d  soe  what  the  matter  was. 
Afterward,  that  their  covepant  of  friendship  mi^t  be  the 
stronger,  the  governor  had  provided  a  long  silver  chain 
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instead  of  the  rope,  that  it  might  never  break,  or  slip,  or  ohap. 
rust.    This  chain  was  to  bind  both  peoples  together,  as  .of  >.v^ 

,  one  head,  one  heart,  one  blood ;   and  whenever  it  became  ^7*^- 
nurty,  it  was  to  be  immediately  brightened  up  again,  that 

'  the  .covenant  n^ight  be  perpetual.  Having  thus  figura- 
tively rehearsed  the  history  of  the  ancient  alliance^  Colonel 
Johnson  proceeded  with  directness  to  the  object  of  his 
visit.  Se  told  them  that  the  French  had  emissaries  among 
ihem,  who  were  endeavoring  to  bUndfold  them,  and  per* 
soade  them  to  slip  theit  hands  out-  of  that  ohain,  which^ 
aa  their  wise  forefathers  had  told  them  would  cert£unly  be 
the  destruction  of  them  all.  He  conjured  them  therefore 
to  listen  no. longer  to  their  deceitful  enemies,  whose  object 
in  the  endy  would  be  to  destroy  them  all«  In  answer  to 
their  complaint  that  for  two  days,  all  their  roads  had  been 
stopped  by  the  orders  of  the  English— ^in  other  words  that 
tiiey  liad  been  kept  from  hjinting, — ^the  colonel  told*  them 
they  had  ndsunderstood  the  belt  he  had  pent  them.  He 
had  only  meant  to  stop  the  road  leading  to  Canada.  He 
informed  them  that  the  governors  of  New  York  and  Ma&- 
sachusetts,  to  their  great  concern,  had  heard  of  iheir 
determinatioii  soon  to  go  that  way  again,  contrary  to  their 
lengagemeiits,  and  ha  told  them  explicitly,  that  he  had 
been  sent  by  those  governors  to  stop  their  going.  It  was 
the  wish,  both  of  Hie  govemora  and  himself  that  th/sy 
ahould  act  for  their  own  interests,  and  go  in  whatever 
dkeotioQ  they  pleased  excepting  to  Canada.  ,0n  no  consi- 
deration whatever  should  they  ofibr  to  go  there. 

Tiie  plea  of  the  Indians  for  their  present  desire  to  send 
«  mission  to  Canada  was,  that  several  of  their  ^  flesh  and 
blood' ^  were  in  Montreal,  chained  and  imprisoned,  and 
•Ibegr  wished  to  go.  thither  ^^  and  get  them  back ;"  but  the 
iN^oiiel  told  them  they  had  better  leave  that  matter  to  tiieir 
*4i#etiireii  the  English,  who  would  be  most  likely  to  succeed. 
"Ha  tfaea  -rebuked  thenv  sharply  for  a  transM^on  of  Hie 
preceding  year.  They  had  then  expressed  a  dirong 
dfinAte^io  aend  fa  eiobassy  to  Canada,,  to  |>erBuade  &^eiv 
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<WAP. "  flesh  and  blood,"  the  Caughnawagas,  to  leave  the  French, 
w^^  and  return  to  their  own  country  and  kindred ;  and  at  their 
^^^•'  solicitation,  hostilities  were  to  be  suspended  during  their 
absence — ^they  promising  to  return  within  a  month.  But 
instead  of  that,  tney  staid  in  Canada  the  whole  summer, ' 
and  brought  back  none  o£  their  '<  fljesh  and  blood"  wh^sn 
they  finally  returned.  True  to  his  engagement  the  colo- 
nel had  kept  all  the  warriors  of  the  Six  Nations  at  home 
during  their  absence,  and  the  consequence  was  that  the 
lives  of  sevettil  of  his  people  had  been  lost  by  the  incur- 
sions of  the  Canada  Indians,  and  he  told  the'  Onondagas 
plainly  that  he  had  i^o  doubt  they  had  seen  their  scalps. 
Indeed  he  charged  them  with  having  feigned  the  errand  to 
the  Caughnawagas,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  an 
opportunity  to  talk  with  the  French  governor;  bat  he 
warned  thjem  not  to  set  their  faces  that  way  again. 

Thus  far  Colonel  Johnson  told  them,  Hie  Bix  Nations 
had  not  hurt  the  Caughnawagas  during  the  war;  and  yet 
some  of  their  principal  men  had  lately  been  murdered  in 
the  open  fields  by  the  Caughnawagas  and  the  French. 
^  The  Frenchman's  axe  is  therefore  sticking  fast  in  our 
heads  day  after  day."  .  By  thisl^arbarous  act,  it  was  ren- 
dered very  plain  lliat  the  French  aimed  at  nething  short 
of  their  destruction,  which,  he  insisted,  had  ever  been 
their  design,  "  as  you  all,"  said  he,  **by  porrowfid  experi- 
ence have  formerly  seen  and  felt,  when  they  u^ed  to  destroy 
your  castles,  and  sacrifice  such  numbers  of  your  predeces- 
sors, that  large  heaps  of  their  bones  yet  lie  s^^ttered  over 
your  whole  country.  This  consideration  alone  ought  to 
be  sufficient  to  stir  up  everlasting  resentment  in  your 
bosoms  against  such  a  barbarous  people ;  and.it  would,  if 
there  was  the  least  spark  of  that  Great  Spirit  in  yon^  for 
which  your  brave  ancestors  were  noted  through  the  world. 
If  you  ar^  worthy  of  those  ancestors  you  will  now  use  the 
axe  agwist  them  which  you  have  had  so  loiigiiiyour 
hands.  , 

*  Before  closing  his  speech,  the  colonel  repeated  his  sns^ 
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cions  of  their  friendly  intentions  toward  the  French,  and  o^j^ 
warned  them  against  any  fisurther  duplicity.  They  must  w^«^ 
either  drop  the  French  entirely  and  stand  4)y  their  own  ^^^ 
brothers,  or  declare  themselves  at  once  and  explicitly,  if' 
the  contrary  was  their  determmation.  In  ^conclusion, 
however,  he  informed  them  of  the  liberal  disposition 
entertained  toward  them  by  the  governor,  and  by  thdf 
great  father  the  king.  He  had  now  orders  to  build  forts 
in  -their  tK)untry  for  the  defehce  of  their  towns  and  castles 
while  theii^  braves  were  absent  in  the  war ;  andlte  had  the 
pleasure  farther  to  inn>rm  them  that  the  Mng  had 
sent  a  quan^ty  of  goods  as  presents  for  those'of  them  who 
were  hearty  in  his  cause.  These  presents  were  expected 
shortly  io  arrive,  and  it  was  his  desire  that  their  nations 
should  meet  the  governor  at  Albany,  there  to  receive  them. 
The  cotliltil-fire  was  theii  tsked  up  until  the  next  day, 
when  the  sachems  delivered  their  answer;  and  even  if 
they  had  been  meditating  treacheiy,  either  the  decided 
tone  in  which  Colonel  Johnson  had  spoken,  or  the  promis- 
ed presents,  or  perha|)s  the  influence  of  both,  had  wrought 
sa  favorable  change,  in  their  temper  as  could  have  been 
desired.  .  Thcfy  admitted  that  they  had  been  tampered 
with  by  the  French,  "who  had  used  a  great  deal  of  art,** 
but  promised  that  their  friendship  for  the  English,  should 
never  be  dropped.  They  nevertheless  thotnght  it  hard  and 
cruel  .that  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  Canada  foi 
their  "flesh  and  blood,"  rotting  and  dying  in  irons,  when 
their  release  had  been  Offered  if  they  would  go  for  them. 
"Had  you,"  they  said,  "got  them  from  thence  as  you  did 
your  own  people,  we  should  not  have  thought  of  going  to 
Canada  as  friends,  but  in  another  manner."  However,  as 
the  colonel  promised  that  efforts  should  be  made  to  pro- 
cure the  release  of  the  Indian  captives  in  exchange  for 
French  prisoners,  they  would  not  look  that  way  any 
longer*  Tet  they  begged  earnestly  that  their  brother 
would  make  haste  in  this  matter.  They  explained  the 
reason  of  their  long  detention  when  on*  a  mission  ta 
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0^.  Canada,  the  sumtner  before.  While  they  were  in  Montreal^ 
N^v^  newB  capDie  that  the  Six  Nations  had  killed  and  taken  seve- 
l74e,  j^i  French  people,  upon  which  they  were  ordered  to  Que- 
bec to  be  imprisoned.  They  were  detained  ninety-two 
dayS)  at  the  end  of  which  they  were  permitted  to  return, 
but  with  only  two  of  their  warriors  who  were  prisoners. 
The  governor  would  release  no  more,  but  told  them  he 
would  give  them  all  up  if  ihey  would  come  again  this 
spring,  unless  in  the  meantime  the  8ix  Nations  should 
make  war,  in  which  event  he  wduld  put  them  all  to  death. 
"Now,"  said  the  governor  "  as  we  have  told  you  all  about 
this  affair^  we  hope  you  will  not  blame  us  Us  you  have 
done,  but  be  assured  our  resolution  is  to  live  and  die  by 
you.  cWe  listen  to  you  with  open  ears  and  mind  what 
you  say,  you  may  depend  upon  it  And  we  hope  you  will 
not  make  a  doubt  of  it  that  our  firm  resolution  ia^  to  keep 
up  in  eveiy  st^,  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  our  forefathers. 
And  as  we  have  your  axe'  so  long  in  hand,  we  assure  you 
that  we  have  been,  ever  since  we  last  V)ok  it  up,  always 
ready  tq  make  use  of  it  in  conjunction  with  you  and  will 
ever  continue  so."  Recurring  in  the  course  of  their 
speech^  to  the  same  idea^of  having  had  the  axe  so  long  in 
their  heafds  again,  the  sachem  proceeded  as  follows: 
"  J3rx)ther^  we  were  in  hopes  to  have  used  the  axe  beford 
IKitw  to  some  purpose,  as  you  told  us  two  years  a^  that 
you  were  then  ready  to  march  with  your  aitny  against 
Canada^  But  instead  of  an  army  you  only  sent  out  small 
parties,  several  of  whom  were  by  that  means  cut  to  pieces. 
Hiad  you  gone  on  with  your  army  and  ships,  as  you  told 
xui  you  would,  and  assisted  us  properly  to  get  over  the 
foreign  Indians  to  our  interest,  who  offered  their  service, 
then  we  should  have  been  able  with  the  loss  of  a  few  men 
to  have  driven  the  French  and  his  allies  into  the  great 
lakes  and  drowned  them.  But  as  you  have  not  done  that, 
which  we  are  sorry  for,  we  tell  you  now,  brother,  according 
to  your  desire,  we  used  what  interest  we  could  that  way, 
and  have  gained  a  considerable  number  of  the  foreign 


^'- 


LDTB  OF  8IE  WILLIAM  JOfiNSON,  BAlt¥«  d41 

Indians  who  were.ready  to  join  yon,  and  us.    But  there  is  ^^^^• 
no  sign  of  an  army  now,  nor  the  encouragement  given  to  ^^r^ 
them  which  they  expected.    We  cannot  pretend  to  say  ^^*^' 
now  what  they  will  do." 

This  rebuke  of  the  English  for  the  feebje  manner  in  which 
the  war  had  been  conducted,  notwithstanding  all  the  bust- 
Mug  preparations  of  the  two  preceding  years;  was  not 
undeserved. 

The  sachems  closed  their  address  by  warm  depressions 
of  thanks  to  Colonel  Johnson  for  bis  care  over  them,  a^d 
for  the  presents  he  had  brought.  They  also  promised  to 
meet  the  governor  at  his  call  i  ai^din  conclusion,  the  colonel 
assured  them  that  he  should  inform  the  governor  of  what 
had  taken  place  '^  with  a  cheerful  heart"  ^ 

Yet  in  transmitting  the  proceedings  to  the  governor,  the 
colonel  avowed  his  decided  belief  that  no  restraint  that 
should  be  at  once  wholesome  and  permanent^  could  be 
imposed  upon  the  Indians,  unless  by  strong  legislation, 
UBprincipled  white  men  could  be  prevented  from  hastening 
their  destructiotx  by  the*''  accursed  traffic. of  rum." 

The  idea  of  a  grand  council,*  to  be  held  at  Albany  the 
ensuing  summer,  had  been  long  in  contemplation  both  by 
Governor  Clinton  and  Governor  Shirley.*  Strangely 
enough,,  moreoVer,-  considering  the  course  of  the  ministers 
in  termiilating  the  military  demonstrations  of  the  preceding 
autumn,  and  ordering  the  disbanding  of  the  troops,  a  letter 
was  received  froiA  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  in  February, 
addressed  to  Governors  Shirley  and  Clinton,  urging  in  the 
strongest  terms,  the  importance  of  destroying  the  French 
settlement  at  Crown  Point*--an  object,  it  need  not  be  here 
repeated,  long  entertained  by  the  colonies,  and  the  Achieve- 
ment of  which,  had  only  been  prevented  by  the  indecisiod, 
if  not  the  weakness  of  ministers^  They  were  also  direi^d 
in  the  game  despatch,  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
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CHAP,  secure  the  steady  attachment  of  the  Six  Nations  to  the 
v-v-'  king's  interests — to  which  end  tiie  necessary  presents  were 
^^®-  to  be  provided  at  the  expense  of  Ae  crown.  This  com- 
munication from  the  ministers  only  hastened  the  carrying 
out  of  the  proposed  council ;  and  on  the  twenty-eightii  of 
March,  Governor  Clinton  being  indisposed^  Chief  Justice 
DeL^cey,  by  his  order,  laid  before  the  council  the 
duke  of  Newcastle's ..  letter.  The  letter  having  been 
referred  to  a  committee,  the  suggestions  contained  in  it 
were  ftilly  approved,  and  an  espedition  against  Crown  Poinl^ 
recommended  as  best  calculated  to  secure  the  Six  Natioiis 
in  the  interests  of  the  croT«^.  The'  committee  f&rth'er 
seconded,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  the  project  of  holding 
a  council  with  the  Indians  during  the  enstiing  summer, 
and  suggested  that  the  governor  should  send  dotni  a  lues- 
sage  to  the  house  Asking  for  its  cfaeeriul  acquiescenee  in 
these  plans.  In  accordance,  therefore,  with  this  advice, 
the  govemor.sent  a  message  to  the  assembly,  urging  upon 
its  consideration  these  suggestions  of  the  council,  and 
asking  for  immediate  action.  '  On  the  next  day  a  committee 
*  of  the  whole  house  reported  favorably  upon  the  message. 
They  acknowledged  the  kindnessof  his  majesty  in  directing 
that  the  Indians  should  be  protected  at  the  expense  of  the 
crawn ;  they  proposed  that  the  provinces  should  unite  with 
each  other  in  every  well  concerted  scheme  for  defence ; 
and  suggested  that  j)rovic|ion  should  be  made  to  enable  the 
commissioners  of  the  different  provinces,  to  n^eet  together 
and  determine  upon  suitable  measures.  This  report  nxet 
thp  entire  approval  of  the  assembly,  and  on  the  same  day 
it  further  brought  in  a  bill  for  reimbursing  the  governor 
for  the  money  whidi  he  had  advanced  out  of  his  own  funds 
to  Colonel  Johnson  as  pay  foi:  the  scalps  which  had  been 
brought  in  by  the  Indians. 

-  But  notwitiistanding  this  seeming  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  assembly  to  acquiese  in  the  wishes  of  the  governor, 
all  his  efforts  to  second  governor  Shirley's  favorite  plan 
for  an  expedition  against  OrowB  Point  were  fruiUess. 
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Although  the  new  assemhly  had  not  openly  opposed  the  <^iap. 
governor  ihuB  far,  yet  its  apathy  showed  plainly  how  little  wv^ 
it  was  its  purpose  to  second  vigoro"ti8ly  his  efibrts.  In  a  ^^*^» 
letter  from  Governor  Clinton  to  the  lords  of  trade,  under 
date  of  April  of  this  year,  the  writer  colnplains  bitterly  of 
this  indisposition  to  second  him  in  his  endeavors  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  dfthe  colony;  and  alludes  in  na gentle 
spirit  to  the  continued  encroachments  of  the  house  on  the 
crown,  particularly  as  shown  in  the  appointment  of  Robert 
Charles  p.  agent  for  the  province  J^^thout  his  privity  or 
consent.  This  appointment  by  the  altoembly  without  refer- 
ence to  the  wishes  of  the  governor,  was  well  calculated  to 
exasperate  a  &r  less  choleric  temperament  than  his;  and 
accufiitomed  as  he  had  been  all  his  life  to  command,  he 
could  IH  brook  the  growing  spirit  of  insubordination  in 
his  legislature.  Indeed,  this  is  but  another  evidence  of  the 
tendency  which  was  everywhere  manifesting  itself  in  the 
colonies,  to  assert  theii"  entif  e  independence  of  the  crown 
in  the  govertmient  of  their  home  affairs. 

The  general  assembly  again  met'on  the  six£h  of  June, 
but  was  adjourned  until,  the  tnventy-first.  The  session 
was  opened  by  a  message  from  the  governor,  transmitt,;ng, 
among  otjier  papers.  Colonel  Johhson's  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings ftt  the  Onondaga  council  Favorable,  however, 
as  these  proceedings  appeared,  his  excellency  said  he  had 
little  hope  of  preventing  their  ultimate  defection  to  the 
French,  unless  some  enterprise  against  the  enemy  should 
be  speedily  and  resolutely  undertaken.  He  therefore  again 
urged  an  expedition  against  Crown  Point,  conjointly  with 
the  colonies  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  who  were 
ready  to  unite  immediately  in  an  attempt  for  the  reduction 
of  that  post.  On  the  subject  of  intercourse  between  the 
traders  and  the  Ipdians,  a  strong  enactment  to  prevent  the 
sale  to  the  latter  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  the .  purchase 
from  them  of  arms,  ammunition  and  clothing,  was  recom- 
mended,. The  piessage  farther  announced  that  ]iis  excel- 
lency was  preparing  to  meet  the  Indians  at  Albany  in  the 
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CHAP,  course  of  the  enBuing  month ;  but  particularly  it  called 

^^.^^  the  atteution  of  the  assembly  to  the  disaftectiou  of  the 

1748.  Indians  on  account  of  the  detention  of  their  braves  in 

Canada ;  urging  in  view  of  this,  that  immediate  provision 

be  made  for  the  exchange  of  these  prisoners. 

Upon  the  last  mentioned  suggestion  the  assembly  act^ 
with  promptitude ;  and  a  resolution  was  passed,  requesting 
the  governor  to  send  a  flag  of  truce  to  Canada  with  twent)'- 
five  French  prisoners  then  confined  in  New  York,  together 
with  all  the  prisoners  detained  at  Albany,  .to  be  exchanged 
for  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the.  colony,  and  Indians  of 
the  Six  Nations,  as  were  held  in  captivity  by  the  French, — 
the  house  pledgmg  itself  to  defray  t}xe  expense*  Put  as- 
to  the  other  recommendations  of  the  message,  ^  decided 
spirit  of  reluctance  Was  manifested.  The  house  refused  to 
engage  with  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  in  the  pro- 
posed united  expedition  against  Crown  Point  ;^nstead  of 
which  they  recommended  merely  that  the  governor  should 
unite  with  Governor  Shirley,  and  the.  other  governors  on 
the  continent,  in  humbly  representing  to  his  majesty  the 
distressed  state  of  the  colonies  by  reason  of  the  French  in 
Canada,  and  imploring  his  assistance. 

There  had  as  yet  been  no  collision  between  Mr.  Clinton 
and  his  new  assembly — rendered  new  only  by  the  process 
of  an  election, — ^but  however  smooth  the  surface,  the 
elements  of  an  outbreak  were  smouldering  beneath.  And 
these  had  well  nigh  beeii  called  into  action  by  a  very  small 
affair,  during  the  present  short  session.  On  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  June,  Colonel  Beekman,  one  pf  the  representa- 
tives from  the  county  of  Dutchess,  brought  forward  vnth 
all  possible  solemnity,  a  charge  against  the  governor,  "  of 
such  a  violation  of  the  laifrs,  and  such  a  grievance  upon  the 
people, — such  an  attempt  upon  their  rights  and  properties, 
— as  called  loudly  for  redress."  The  facts  adduced  by 
Colonel  Beekman  to  sustain  this  very  grievous  charge,  were 
these  :  Some  of  the  lat6  levies  from  Dutchess  county,  who 
had  servod  on  the  northern  frontier,  h'ad  sued,  and  others 
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were  preparing  to  Bue,  their  captain  for  theiv  pay ;  apon  caMr, 
which  the  governor  had  written  to  the  judge^  and  Mr.%.,.^ 
Catherwood,  his  secretary,  to  the  clerk  of  the  court,  aijui^^*^*^ 
also  to  .the  sherifi^  desiring  them  to.put  4p^  ^tj»p  to  th,e  pro- 
ceedings. Up<6D  thia  representation,  a  cownittee  of  ipx;[uuy 
was  raised,  with  power  to  send  for  person^  ajud  papers^ 
ISo  sooner,  hotWevei^,  had .  the  governor  teeA  the  er^ijy  oC^ 
these  pTooeedinga  upon  the  jOutnali,  thai^  h^.  traifB^tted.^ 
a  message  of  explanation  to  the  hpu^e,  from  which  il^ 
appeared  that  the  suits  in  que^tioiL  had  been,  ioatitiited  bj 
sundry  i  deserters  who  had  gone  off  wiiihhdspii^^VM^rpp^ 
and  dothing,  by  reason  o£  which  they  }^  ibrtifie4  a11  p^, 
due  them- firom  the  cnown ;>  and.  the  l^tftera.  imt^i^  to,  ik^ 
officers  of  the:  court,  merely  rQeon^md^d  .th^t  a,  stQp 
should  be:put  to  tha*jelaim&  of  those  4e«(9rtei:$p:  "j%!'  91^4 
tbe  governor^  ^^suclia  irt^  taken,  oan^  i»  th^rmp^t  ^tent 
sWe  light,  be  ooostnied  4uiy  violatioQi  9C:tbe.;laff#i,,<Mr.i^ 
grievance  upon  the  people,  it  was  doiio  thxiiugh;  inady^f^ 
tency ;  as  I  never  had;  9xt  intention  tQ  i^fii^ge :  ]app4  ftj^j^ 
man's  right  or  {property ;  aiid  if  the  peojile  l^Yfi  xapf^i^e^ 
any  dalnage  thereby,  I  am  ready  to  Tedl*68P  if'  /  JSJTo  )^h€pr 
action  was  had  in  H^  (mmc,  and  the  assembly. acyPWEied  ofoi  ^  ^' 
the  first  of  July,w^ot,  howevery  without  comfdying  wit)v 
the  suggestion  of  Colonel  Johnsoa^  by  passing  an  aot  m^j^ 
effectually  to  eut  off  the  pemlcioua  tn^p  iQ.rum  wiU^  j% 
Indians. 

Mr.  OHnton's  attention  was  next  occupied  in  prepara- 
tions for  his  approaching  intervicT^.  witi^  the.  Ifioi^i^ns^  at 
which  Qovernor  Shirley  proposed  to  be  present  Just  as 
he  was  on  the  point  of 'starting  fbr  Albany,  hpw^v^,^dihg8 
tboiigh  unofficial,  were  received  from  Europe,  tile  natui*ie 
of  which  would  be  at  once  to  chai^ge  the  cliaract^k)f  tfiis 
negotiations  with  tiie  Indians,  and  of  which  the  gidVerild^ 
wrote  thus  to  Colonel  Johnson:  ' 

■  44     . 
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cm|u  Q(wemor  CXnUm  to  CoUmd  Johnson. 

^-*y^  •  Nbw  Tobk,  July  5, 1748. 

1W«^  Sir: 

I  have  jnirt  this  moment  received  ydura  of  the  first 
instant,  wfaich  I  haive  but  time  to  acknowledge  by  Lieuten- 
ant'Cleavland,  and  send  you  the  eildosed  piece  of  news, 
wliich  I  believe  will  startle  you,  as  it  does  everybody  else ; 
though  I  think  if  the  Pariiament  had  agreed  to  the  prelimi- 
naries, we  niust  have  had  orders  before  this.  Upon  this 
news  I  received  a  letter  from  Governor  Shbley  last  Satur- 
day, t6  desire  I  would'  postpone  my  meeting  the  Indians 
for  eight  or  ten  days.  Upon  that  I  have  sent:  an  express 
to  know  the  di£(culty  I  shall  meet  in  eohxplying^  besides 
the  danger  of  making  Ihem  angry  if-.D^n-t  nxeet  them 
at  Or  about  the  fime- appointed;  Tbevetfore  I  ^ras  obliged 
to  set  oUt^  but  Woukl  defc^r  speaking  ta  them  till  the 
twentieth 'instant^  in  the  hope  of  his  being  there  by  that 
tim^.  I  set  out  on  Tliuiisday,  and  expect  un  answer  to  my 
€ix!pr€lss''atthe  manor  of  Livingston' this*  day  ei^nnighty — 
hstViHg  giv^n  him  positive  orders  tp  be  there  in  the  mom* 
ifig,  cknd  written  to  Mr.  Shirley  to  despatch  him  for  that 
Mid.  Ohe  rea^n  Ghovemor  Shirle;^.  gives  for  postponing 
tlie  confe^nce,  is,  thtft  we  may  expect  some  directions  from 
Mbm^  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  and  what  it  woidd  be  proper 
id  say  to  them  on  this  oooaeion.  ,  Adieu  in  great  haste. 

^*  Yours  most  sincerely, 

*<Obo;  Guftncoir." 
*< To  Colonel  Johnson."* 

i'he  report  proved  to  be  true — ^the  prelitninaries  of  a 
general  peace  having  been  signed  by  the'^niniistei*  of  the 
gveat  powers,  at  Aix-la-ChapeUe  in  May,  its  anhoilriced  by 
th^  king  in '  closing,  the  session  of  j)arlii^ment  on  the 
thirteenth  of  that  month.  ^  The  truth  was,  tfeat  all  parties 
had  become  tired  of  the  war, — ^England,  oedause  of  the 
prodigious  expense  she  was  compelled  to  incur,  not  only  in 
keeping  up  her  own  fleets  and  armies,  but  in  subsidizing 

I  Muiatoripi  Letter. 
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the  northern  powers  of  Europe, — an  expense  bo  great, as  g^. 
not  to  be  countennanded  by  the  splendid  series  of  viptories  w^-/ 
which  her  arms  had  achieved  at  sea,  and  by  the  ^ory  which  ^^^ 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  won  upon  the  continent,, 
The  king  of  France,  too,  had  in  the  preceding  a^tum% 
expressed  his  desire  of  a»paci£cation  in  a' personal  conver* 
aation  witli  Sir  John  Ligonier,  made  prisoner  by  the  French 
in  the  battle  of  I^affeldt ;  and  his  minister  at.  the  Hague 
had  subsequently  presented  a  declaration  to  th^.^ame  ofieet 
to  the  deputies  of  the  States  GeueraL  ^  ]!^r  is.  it  strange 
that  the  French  monarch  should .  have  heoai  v^^siijous  of 
peace.  For  notwi^standii^g  ,the  sjuceesses  of  his  arms  m 
the  Ketberlandp,- the  victory,  of  Marshall  Saxe  over  the 
confederates  at.I^fieldt,  was  acqdental,  and  i^^thid  had 
been  dearly  purchased,  while  the  Marshal  de  Belleisle^ 
though  at.  first  successful  juLS^y,  had  ]:)ee]i  checke^  tnd 
his  brother,  the  ohevaliier,  slain- in.  Fiedmpnt,  andhi^.j^arge 
army  defeated. . .  .ISyeiywhere  japon  the  seas  th^  Eng^sh  ha4 
been  victorious.  Ip.  addition  to  the  lose  of  the  qrpensivo 
armament  uBder  the  Duke  D'A^yiUe,  occasioned  by  sick- 
ne^p^  tQinpest»y,and  the  death  of  t^e  commander,  and  the 
victories  of  >Aji;isqa.  and  Warreiji,  of  which  an  AC(|ount  *h$^ 
ahready  bee;i;ii;gi\;^i  jba^  a  former  chapter,  Co.pQi^Qdo^  F^x 
had,  in  the  month  of  Jime  of ,  the  preceding,year,  takjsn 
above  forty  ships-  :riQ^\y  laden  from  St.  ]>an^ngp,  aqd  in 
October  following^  Admiral  Hawke  had  achi^eyc^d  his  sp^en- 
4^  victory,  oyer,  the,  French  fleet  <K>mmandedi  byMonai^eirc 
Leteaxdeur,  in  the  latitude  of  Belleisle.  L,et^n<jkur^,s  i^eet 
consisted  of  nine  ships  of  tl^e  line,  besides  frigate^,  ii^  cpxi* 
voy  of  a  nimxerous  fleet  of  merchant  shipei  bound  i^om  th^ 
West  Indies. .  A  large  number  o£  the  merchantmen  were 
intercepted  before  ;^eir  arriyjil  at  .Martinique,  and  taken. 
TJljie  number  of  prizes  captured  by  the  British  cruisers  that 
year  from  the  French  and  Spaniards,  was  six  hundred  an4 
forty-£our — the  loss  of  th^  English  during  the  sw^e  period 
not  e)cceeding  four  hundred- and  fifty.' 

1  Smollett. 
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csp.  Tlicfie  results  had  been  snjficiently  discouraging  to  thd 
>-^^Prencli  monarch,  who  now  knew  in  addition,  that  Ghreat 
^^^^-  Britain  hftd  at  length  succeeded  in  subsidizing  the  Ozarina 
of'  Russia,  who  had  a  large  army  then  on  the  march  to  join 
Ibe  Buke  of  Cumberland  and  the  Confederates  in  the 
Lowlatids.  Erery  day  Flttnce  was  becoming  more  and 
ititite  impov6Hshed  by  the  expenses,  and  the  losses  of  the 
"ihir,'  ti^hile  hci*  statesmen  were  amazed  at  the  resources  of 
fin'glahd',  'Enabling  her  not  only  to  maintain  invincible 
achlifidraiid  navies,  but  to  subsidize  all  Europe.^  Hence 
the  desiitebf  thcJ'French  monarch  fbr  peace,  the prelimina^ 
rtes  of  which  weire  sigiied  in  May  of  the  present  year,  as 
aU'eai^^tated,  although  there  was  no  cessation  of  hoi^litieiB 

tintil  '&ib  bbnbltision  of  the  treaty  in  October. 

•  .■.■■• 

Th^ 'time  f6t  holding  the  grand  council — so  earnestly 

deiOTeSf  by  the  royal  gbreruors,  and  so  lc«g  looked  for  by 

ih0  tndiaiis — ^had  now  arrived.    Preparations  for  this  event 

&|ul  1)e|6ii)L  made  upon  a  large  scale,  and  everything  whidh 

wpuldrender  it  attractive  to  the  Indians  had  been  thought 

of  and  prepared.    Accordingly,  on  the  twentieth  of  July, 

©i^yerricrf  'Clinton,  accompanied  by  Doctor  Colden  and 

btiier  menltiers.  of  his  council,  arrived  in  Albany.    Here 

&6y  fotuid  waiting  them,'  Covemor  Shirliiy '  and  the  com- 

jiai^dhexB  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  Vvho  had  arrived  a  day 

or  t>^6  ^reviptisly.    Nor  had  the  Indians  been  less  prompt 

in  their  attendance.    The  representations  from  the  Six 

li ations,  the  Eiver  Indians,  and  some  of  the  far  off  tribes, 

was  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  any  former  council. 

60  large,  indeed,  was  the  nuinber  of  Indians  assembled 

upoii  this  occasion,  that  the  oldest  of  the  inhabitants 

declared  that  Albany  had  never  before  witnessed  such  a 

Jarge  concourse  within  her  jJrdcihcts.    The  exertions  of 

Colonel  Jfoimsoh,  which  had  been  unremitting  to  secure  a 

fiill  delegatioii  from  each  of  the  different  tribes,  undoubt^ 

edly  contributed  much  to  this  results    Indeed,  such  had 

»- 
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beenhifi  influence,  that  num'beTS  of  those  IndiiEtAs,  Wlio  ^*^ 
had  hitherto  leaned  toward  the  Frenoh  interest,  camespv^ 
flocking  in  ftoti  the  stiff oundmg  country,  anzioua  to  show  ^^^' 
their  allegiance  to  the  British  crown. 

Tiie  old  Dutch  dty  had  in  fact  seldom  witnessed  such  a 
siglit    Here  were  gathered  Indians  from  the  fiur  Wes^    ., ' 
inany  of  whom  at  a  latet  period  were  destined  to  roddett     . 
their  tomahawks  in  tlie  blood  of  so  manybnive  garrison^ 
uttder  the  great  Pontiac*    Hepe  were  many  of  the  Bivw 
Indians, — ^remnants  of  onoe  powerful  tribes, — ^whose  graUd? 
sires  had  followed  the  faraye  Uncas  and  Miantonomo  to 
battle^  and  had   taken  their  last  stand  with  the  noble 
but  ill-&ted  Elng .  Philip.    In  one  spot^  a  painted  and 
tattooed  warrior  might  have  been  seen  smoMng  his  pip% 
as  he  recounted  to  his  wondering  companions  the  sights  seen  * 
in  his  morning's  stroll ';  while  everywhere  groups  of  pic- 
turesquely Attired  Ihdiansy  with   nodding   plumes  and 
variegated  Uankets,  wandeored  through  the  streets,  gassing  ^ 
with  ouriotia  eye  upon  the  nbveltieB  of  civilization. 

The  proceedii^  of  the  council,  however,  contrary  to 
expectation,  were  not  important  The  governor^  speeoli 
was  but  another  r^eaaMl,  in  substance,  and  iji  metapher^ 
of  fbrmer  c^es.  The  old  ^*  covenant  chain''  was  agaki  ; 
^'brightened,"  and  the  Indians  were  again  admonished 
against  the  wiles  of  the  French.^  Tbey  were  requested  to 
keet>  ^'  the  axe  in  their  hands,"  and  to  restrain,  their  young ' 
men  still  longer  from  their  hunting.  They  were  cautioned 
against  allowing  their  people^under  any  pretext  whatesove^, 
to  be  seduced  by  the  invitations  of  the  French  into  Canada, 
and  they  were  peremptorily  diorected  to  arrest  the  celebrat- 
ed Jean  Coaur,  so  long  the  arch  '  enemy  of  the  English 
residing  among  the  Benecas  at  the.  iNlagara  carrying-place, 
and  deliver  him  to  the  colonial  wthorities,  and  likewiee 
to  banish  every  Ftencl^  emiasary  from  their  territory. 
They  Were  fruthermore  requested  to  desist  from  a  war-ex- 
pedition which  they  were  about  t<>  undertake  against  the 
Flathead  Indians,,  iresiding  &r  in  the  mNMiiwest,  who  weire 
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c^*.  claimed  by  fhe  governor  as  Ms  mf^e^ty'e  alliee.    The  fol- 
wy^  lowing  is  the  conoluding  paragraph  of  the  speeeh,  which 
^^^  is  quoted  m  hax  verba^  for  the  reason  that  it  refers  to  a  mas- 
sacre of  which  the  particnlars  are  not  faiown. 

^^  Brethren  7  Yoa  have  since  you  came*  to  this  place, 
given  anew  and  strong  proof  of  your  love  to  your  brethren 
md  fidelity  to  the  king  your  fiEiiher,  by  so  cheerfully  and 
speedily  sending  out  a  number  of  your  Warriors  with  our 
trotyps  in  quest  of  the  enemy,  'who  a  few  days  since,  smv 
prised  and  killed  many  of  our  brethren  at  Schenectadyi 
ioid  although  those  who  earnestly 'pursued  the  enemy,  :had 
iMit  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  them,  you  may  assurd 
Jtrarselves  that  this  instance  of  your  affection  and  ^readi* 
Hess  to  join  in  our  cause,  shall  illwayiBi  be  remembered  -by 
me>  and  made  knoWtt  to  the  iking  your  fttther." 

No  printed  or  official  record  of  the  affair  here  referred 
to  is  believed  to  elxiet»  Among  the  Johhson  manuscripts, 
however,  I  have  diseovered  a  very  confused  and  unsatis- 
fiEUitory  account  of  It,  contained  in  a  letter  to  OolonelJohnson 
from  Albert  Van  Slyck,  dated  Scdienectitdy,  July  tweilty- 
flrst,  1748.  From  the  details  preserved  in  this  letter,  it  ap- 
pears that  a  party  of  men  from  Schenectady,  the  leader  of 
Wliom  was  Daniel  Toll,  bad  been  dispisiitched  tosome  place 
in  the  vicinity  to  bring  in  andmber  of  horses,,  which *wtte 
surprised  by  a  party  of  the<  enemy,  whose  presence  in  the 
neighborhood  was  neither  known  nor  suspected.  The 
firing  being  heard  by  Adrian  Van  Slyok,  abrother  of  the 
writer  of  the  account,  who  seems  to  have  resided  at  a  dis» 
tance  from  the  town  ;•  he  sent  a  >  negro  »man  to  the  latter 
place  to  give  the  alarmj  and  obt^  reinforcements.  Four 
parties  of  armed  men  suecessivly  repaired  to  the  scene  of 
action,  the  firet  of  •  which  was  composed  of  <^  the  New 
England  lieutenant  with  some  of  Ms  men,  and  five 
or  sii  young  lads,"  accompanied  by  Daniel  Van  Slyck, — 
another  brother.  The  second  party  was  led  by  Angus  Van 
Slyck,  "  and  some  men'* — ^how  many  of  either  party 
is  not  stated.    Adrian  Van  Slyck  followed  ne;^  at  the 
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head  of  a  pwiy  of  New  York  levies ;  but  on  reaching  the  char  ^  ^ 
Bcene  of  action,  where  .Angus,  with  inferior  numbers,  wasv-^-i^*  / 
holdiBg  the  enemy  at  bay,  the  levies  all  fled,  in  the  most  ^7^^* 
oowardly  manner.  -The  fi)ufth  parly,,  was  composed  of 
Albert  Van  Slyck,  (the  writer  of  the  letter,)  Jacob  Glen, 
<'  and  several  others,''  on  the  approach  of  whpmibe  enemy 
drew  of^  leaving  Adrian  Yaii  Bli^ck  among   the  dead.  ^  , 

The  letter  afdds^^^^  It. grieves  me,  I  not  being  comman4er| 
that  when  we  went,  Gkaaret  YaaAntwerp  would  suffer  no       ^'*  • 
more  to  accompany  the  party.**  ...*>- 

Having  taken  three  days  for  eonsideration,  the  Inc|l|W#  *     ^  >.  '^ 
relied)  on  the  twentynBixth,  Omiasdego,  an  Onond^n  .   ^Vv- 
dacbem,  and  orator  of  renown  being  t^e  speaker.    B|X 
the  occasion  was  not  such  as  to  kindle  the  fire  of  his  geniiu^  ,;.      >\  ? 
or  to  elicit  <k  single  glowing  psriod.    His  oration   wn$         v^"  *" 
therefore  a  eonmienplace  a,nswe^,  iA  their  exact  order,  to       ^  ><,'/ 
the  various  tx>pics  of  the  speech  uddressed  to  theip  by  the 
governor.    In  th^  outset  all  their  ancient  covenants  with 
the  English   were    renewed;    and  while    they  ^'freely 
acknowledged  that  the  French  were    continually  using 
attiflces  to  induce  tliem   to  break  the  covenant  chain,*' 
they  nevertheless  were,  resolved  to  hold  .  it   fast.    They 
promised  that  none  of  ^i  their  people  should  be  allowed  to 
visit  the  French;  declared  l^t  no   French  interpreter 
should .  be  longer  allowed  to  reside  among   them;  and 
announced  that  Jean  Ccsur  b^  already  been  delivered  up 
by  the  Senecas — ^but  of  this  £Etct  there  seems  to  be  no 
good  evidence.    Their  war-kettle,  they  said,  was  yet  over 
tb,e  fire,  and  the  hatchet  in  their  hands.    They  would 
grasp  it  still,  and  be  ready  to  use  it  when  summoned  to 
the  path.    They  promised  to  desist  from  the  prosecution 
of  hostilities  against  the  Flatheads ;  thanked  the  governor 
for  his  efibrts  to  ^ocure  an  exchange  of  prisoi\ers ;  express- 
ed their  grief  for  the  people  who  had  been  sladn  at  Sche- 
nectady, and  their  regret  that  their  wariors  bad  not  been 
able  to  overtake  the  enejny,  *^*  who  had  gone  a  diflferent 
road  from  what  they  used  to  go.*'    But  they  would  "  wipe 
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CHAP,  up  the  blood  of  the  slain,"  and  "  dry  np  the  tears  of  their 
wv—' friends." 

1748.  rj^Q  council  fire  was  then  raked  up,  and  jUie  conferences 
were  closed  by  a  dance  of  the  young  warriors  in  the  even*^ 
ing,  the  governor  giving  them  five  barrels  of  beer  where- 
with to  drink  his  majesty's  health.  * 

On  the  following  day  )ihe  Biver  Indians  presented 
themselves,  and  were  thus  welcomed  by  the  governor  :-t- 

^^  Brethren :  I  am  glad  to  see  yon  here  and  do  give  you 
thanks  for  the  fidelity  you  have  always  shown  to  this 
gove^ment,  and  I  do  assure  you,  you  shall  never  want  my 
protectidn  as  long  tm  you  behave  yourselves  with  duty  and 
obedience  to  his  miyei^ty.  And  as  a  token  of  the  long 
your  &ther*s  a£fection,  he  has  directed  me  to  make  you  a 
present  which  I  have  brdered  to  be  given  you." 

To  which  the  chief  addressing  himself  to  the  governors 
both  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  replied : — 

"  Fathers :  We  wipe  off  your  tears  yoii  had  for  tiie  loss 
of  your  people  who  have  been  murdered  since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  war. 

^*  Fathers :  "We  are  veiy  much  rejoiced  for  the  regard*  our 
fether  the  king  of  Great  Britain  has  for  us  by  ordering  a 
plresent  which  you  assure  shall  be  ^en  us. 

"  Fathers :  Our  forefathers  told  us  that  before  any  white 
people  came  among  them,  they  saw  a  vessel  in  the  tiver. 
For  some  time  they  were  afiraid  to  go  to  it.  But  at  last 
they  ventured  on  board  and  found  them  to  be  white 
men  who  treated  th^m  civilly  and  exchanged  mutually 
presents  to  each  other,  with  promise  that  they  would 
return  the  next  year,  Which  accordingly  happened.  When 
they  came  again  the  white  people  and  they  enterdd  into  a 
covenant  togetljer  that  they  should  live  on  their  lands, 
which  they  did.  And  they  also  promised  to  take  us  under 
their  arms  and  protect  tis  which  they  have  done  to  this  day. 

"  Fathers :  JVTien  you  can^e  first  to  this  country  y on  were 
but  a  small  people  and  we  very  ntimerous.  We  then 
assisted  and  protected  yon,  and  now  we  are  fe\i^  in  num- 
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ber,  you  become  multitudes  like  a  large  iree,  whose  roots  c^*i 
and  branclies  are  very  extensive,  under  whose  branches  >Tr>rv 
we  take  our  shelter  as  we  have  heretofore  done.  ^^^' 

"  Fathers :  It  is  now  almost  three  years  since  the  war 
first  began.  You  have  had  a  very  numerous  anny 
together.  "We  were  reedy  to  join  you  in  hopes  that 
Canada  would  have  been  in  possession  of  the  Englkb 
before  now.  We  have  been  always  ready  and  have  stiU 
our  hands  on  the  cocks  of  our  guns  to  go  agauut  our. 
common  enemy  whenever,  we  shall  be  commanded. 

^^Faitiers:  We  thank  you  for  your  .kind  vexpressions 
toward  us,  and  are  very  sorry  we  were  not  here  the  otheif 
day,  when  the  enemy  murdered  a  number  of  our  brethren 
at  Schenectady,  which  if  we  had  we  would  have  readily 
and  cheei^Uy  joined  in  the  pursuit  of  them^  even  to  the 
gates  of  Crown  Point." 

While  this  council  was  sitting,  the  rumor  that  the  pro*  «- 
liminaries  for  a  general  pacification  had  actually  hew 
agreed  upon  by  the  great  powers  of  flurope,  becipxie  gemf 
eral,  and  was  soon  the  topic  of.  conyersation  aatoag 
Indians,  as  well  as  among  whites.  To  the  Indians  of 
the  Six  Nations,  whp  had  hoped  by  a  continuance  of  the 
war  to  have  avenged  their  slaughtered  relatives,,  tibe 
rumor  of  a  peace  was  a  sevei^e  blow.  All  the  clans  of 
the  Confederacy  had  'lost  sofiie  of  their  braves,  but  fb% 
Mohawks  upon  whom  the  loss  naturally  fell  witli  greater 
force,  now  that  they  had  at  last  gone  upon  the  wampath^ 
were  loth  to  relinquish  it.  They  recalled,  too,  with  bittery 
ness  the  justice  of  the  remark  made  by  them  to  Colonel 
Johnson,  when  urged  by  him  to  take  up  the  hatch^L 
^^  You  and  the  French  can  make  peace  whenever  yoii 
choose,  bttt  with  us  wiien  the  hatchet  is  once  dug  up,  it 
cannot  be  so  easily  buned,  but  the  war  must  be  one  of 
extermination."  ./.i 

Still  the  result  of  this  council,  so  for  aei  the  colonies 
were  concerned,  was  all  that  the  most  sanguine  could 
desire.    The  Six  fTations  proansed,  either  to  ^dii^^  lUl  the 
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c^p.  French  emissaries  who  had  .privately  resided  among  them, 
w^w  out  of  their  country,  or  to  deliver  them  up  to  Qovemor 
1748.  Clinton.  They  agreed  farther  to  send  no  deputations 
to  the  Canadian  governor,  and  to  keep  their  warriors 
Ui  constant  readiness  to  obey  the  commands  of  Mr« 
Clinton.  Indeed  so  strong  had  been  the  desire  of  the 
Confederates  to  send  a  deputation  into  Canada — Galisso* 
ni^re  having  represented  tiiat  this  was'  the  condition 
alone  upon  which  their  braves  detained  by  him  would  be 
given  up— that  Qovemor  Shirley  thought  it  best  to  bring 
with  him  fourteen  French  prisoners  to  be  immediately  sent 
into  Canada  as  an  exchange  for  an  equal  number  of  In- 
dians detained  there  in  captivity. 

The  tragedy  at  Schenectady^  was  not  the  (mlj  one  enact- 
ed upon  the  northern  border  of  the  colony  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1748.  Another,  of  a  most  heart  reQding  description, 
was  perpetrated  at  about  the  same  time,  in  the  town  of 
Hoosic,  twenty.five  miles  north  of  Albany,  by  a  party  of 
Indians  from  St  Francis,  which,  from  its  peculiar  barbari- 
ty, and  the  character  of  the.  victims,  deserves  a  more 
extended  record  than  is  usually  awarded  to  these  hicidents 
of  the  border.  Indeed  among  all  the  scenes  of  blood, 
written  or  traditionary^  in  the  early  histoiy  of  this  country, 
none  surpass  in  cruelty  the  one  now  about  to  be  related. 

Maria  Eeith,  whose  name  is  identified  with  this  savage 
thtnsaction,  was  bom  in  1721,  of  high^  respectable 
parents,  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  about  eighteen  miles 
above  Albany.  Of  her  infancy  and  early  life,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  say^  that  she  gave  decided  promise  of  no  ordi- 
nary qualities  of  mind,  evincing  an  unusual  attachment 
for  books,  and  devoting  to  reading  the  greater  part  of  that, 
which  her  contemporaries  in  childhood  spent  in  play. 
By  seizing  thus  upon  every  opportunity  of  improving  her 
mind,  she  acquired  much  information,  and  laid  up  a  consi- 
derable amount  of  knowledge,  though  the  expression  of 
her  biographer,  from  whom^  the  leading  facts  of  the  nar- 
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rative  are  drawn,  that  "she  bad  informed  her  opening caup* 
mind  with  the  principle^  ef  every  usefiil  science,"  is  proba*  wy-# 
bly  somewhat  exaggerated*^  Bnt  be  this  as  it  may,  it  i^  ^^^ 
evident  that  her  mind  was  well  oidtivated.  To  this  excel* 
lence  may  be  added  another,  which  though  of  lesi9  import* 
ance,  yet  deserves  notice,  that  her  manners  were  elegant^ 
an  d  her  person  uncommonly  attractive.  Her  beauty  became 
so  celebrated  that  her  fame  reached  Albany,  Imd  drew 
thtace  several  admirers  who  visited  Miss  Keith,  and 
solicited  her  hand.  This  she  refused  to  all  her  Albanian 
suitor^,  reserving  her  aftections  for  a  relative  of  the  sam« 
name.  The  latter,  though  not  handsome,  yet  having  an 
engaging  address,  and  being  muti^ally  and  morally  such 
as  suited  her  tastes,  won 'h^r  heart,  in  preference  to  other 
lovers,  who  might  have  been  considered  in  a  woridly  ipoint 
of  view,  more  eligible.  She  was  married  at  the  youthfiil 
age  of  fifteen,  her  nuptials  being-  celebrated  under  the 
most&vorable  auspices. 

Immediately  after  her  marriage,  Mr.  Eieitfa  erected  a 
beautiftir  mansion  on  the  banks  of  the  Touhama,  a  tribu- 
tary of  the  Hoosic  river,  whither  they  removed,  and  where 
they  were  surrounded  by  everything  necessary  to  happiness 
and  tranquil  enjoyment.  Among  the  neighbors  they  were 
both  very  popular,  winnihg  golden  opinions' by  thdir  kind* 
ness  to  the  siek,  their  generosity  to  the  poor  and  needy,  and 
their  hospitidity  to  all  of  every  grade  in  life  who  entered 
within  their  peaceftil  doors.  In  this  way  they  passed  twelve 
yea«  of  nnbZrapl»d  happineBS,  dnr^g  whkh  time  Mm. 
Keith-  gave  birth  to  a  daughter  and  a  son,  between  whose 
ages  there  was  a  difference  of  nearly  eleven  yearp, — ^this  latr 
ter  having  been  bom  in  the  spring  of  the  year  nol^  under 
review.  In  ev^y  hour  of  alarm,  therefore,  Mrs.'Eeith  felt 
increased  anxiety  on  accoimt  of  the  helpless  in&nt  which 
she  held  in  her  arms.  Indulging  the  feelings  of  a  devoted 
and  an  attached  mother,  she  listened  with  breathless  solici* 
tude,  to  all  the  rumors  which  were  spread  concerning  the 
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«^«  marauding  bands  of  Indians,  sent  out  from  Canada  by  tha 
w^r-'  French,  for  the  purpose  of  ruthless  devastation  upon  the 
1748.  property,  and  merciless  cruelty  upon  the  persons  of  the  bor- 
derers. Bumor  with  her  thousand  tongues,  many  of  which 
spake  but  too  truly  ia  this  case,  soon  repeated  the  nearer  and 
nearer  approach  of  another  band  of  the  dreaded  ministers 
of  French  and  slivage  vengeance.  When  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  Indians  had  arrived  within  the  vicinity  o£ 
Fort  Edward^  ajid  were  seen  prowling  about  that  place, 
Mr.  Keith  dispatched  a  messenger  to  bring  his  brothers 
who  resided  there,  to  his  house  ou  the  Touharna, — deeming 
bi3  residence  a  safer  sanctuary,  on  account  of  its  being 
more  interior.  Qne  of  his  bvothers  had  been  married 
several  months  before,  and  his  wife  at  the  time  of  their 
flightt  fix>m  Fort  Edward,  was  in  a  peculiarly  delicate  situa- 
tion, , 

KQt  long  after  Mr.  Keith  had  thus  collected  his  relations 
around  him,  and  under  his  roof,  his  family  were  visited  by 
some  Indians  of  the  St.  Francis  tribe,  who  had  pitched 
^eir  wigwams.a  small  distance  from  the  vUlage  of  Schagh- 
ticoke.  Tiiese  wpre  hospitably  entertained,  and  were  per- 
^nitted  to  pass  several  hours  in  eating  and  drinking ;  during 
whieh  time  much  conversation  passed  between  Mr^.  Keith 
4nd  her  savage  visitors.  To  soothe  her  apprehensions,  an 
old  Indian  Who  was  spokesi^an,  assured  her  that  the  family 
might  dismiss  their  fear,  and  solemnly  promised  that  in 
case  of  any  danger  she  should  be  seasonably  informed,  ana 
the  means  afforded  h^r  for  escape.  To  enforce  his  ^^glozing 
lies,"  he  presented  her  with  a  belt  of  wampum, -saying, 
"  There,  receive  my  token  of  friendship.  We  go  to  dig  up 
the  hatchet^  to  sink  it  in  the  heads  of  your  enemies.  We 
shall  guard  this  word  with  a  rail  of  fire.  You  shall  be 
safe.*'  Still  farther  to  quiet  her  fears,  he  added  in  apparent 
anger  that  she  should  suspect  his  fidelity,  ''  'No  Maria,  I 
am  a  true  man.  I  shoot  the  arrow  up  to  the  Great  Gap  tain 
eveiy  new  moon ;  depend  upon  it,  I  will  trample  down  the 
briars  roimd  your  dwelling  that  you  do  not  hurt  your  feet." 
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These  bland  words  seem  to  liave  satisfied  Mrs.  Keith,  chap. 
though  her  husband,  with  greater  sagacity,  suspected  and  w^-^ 
feared  that  beneath  was  concealed  a  plan  for  their  destruc-  ^'^*^- 
tion. 

The  next  morning  after  the  ominous  visit  of  the  savages, 
perhaps  for  the  purpose  of  dispelling  the  anxiety  of  his 
mind,  Mr.  Keith  proposed  a  hunting  excursion  to  his  brother 
Peter,  which  was  accepted,  and  they  sallied  forth  with  their 
guns  in  quest  of  game.  Musing  upon  the  perils  that  sup- 
rounded  their  families,  they  had  gone  several  mUes  from 
hoine,  before  they  became. aware  of  the  distance  they  had 
traveled.  At  that  moment  their  eye  caught  sight  of  a  fine 
doe,  at  which  Peter  leveled  his  piece,  and  brought  her  to 
the  ground.  But  scarcely  had  the  echo  of  the  explosion 
died  away  among  the  thehflls,  when  they  heard  a  rustling, 
followed  by  the  crack  of  a  rifle,  and  Peter  fell  forward 
pierced  by  two  balls  in  his  heart  This  was  n^idly  fol- 
lowed by  the  rushing  of  two  savages  upon  them,  one  of 
whom  prepared  to  scalp  his  victim,  while  the  other  aimed 
his  gun  at  Mr.  Keith.  Quick  as  thought  Mr.  Keith*  shot 
his  antagonist  dead  on  the  spot,  and  assailing  the  other 
Indian  with  the  butt  of  his  rifle,  prostrated  him  on  the 
ground.  Leaving  his  foes  for  dead,  h^  placed  the  bleeding 
corpse  of  his  brother  upon  his  horse,  and  hastened  home 
with  the  dire  intelligence. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  describe  the  scene  of  woe  that  fol- 
lowed his  arrivd,  bearing  With  him  the  dead  body  of 
a  brother,  who  a  few  hours  befoi'e,  had  been  in  the 
enjoyment  of  life  and  health.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  after 
having  washed  the  body  from  its  gore,  and  prepared  it  for 
the  grave,  they  laid  it  in  an  upper  room,  designing  to  have ' 
the  obsequies  performed  the  following  day.  Under  cir- 
cumstances calculated  to  excite  no  great  alarm,  Mr.*  Keith 
resolved  to  set  out  that  night  for  Schaghticoke,  to  procure 
a  couple  of  wagons,  and  convey  his  family  to  Albany. 
Though  dissuaded  by  his  wife  from  going,  yet  ho  persisted 
in  his  design,  and  accordingly  went,  leaving  an  affectionate 
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c^p.  circle  behind  him,  which  he  fondly  hoped  to  see  again  in 
wv— '  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  and  greet  them  with  tidings  of 
^^-  his  success,  and  the  certainty  of  being  soon  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  danger.  But  he  had  not  been  gone  long, 
when  at  the  hour  of  midnight,  the  inmates  of  Mr.  Keith's 
mansion  were  startled  by  voices  and  yells  of  savages  sur- 
rounding the  house,  and  clamoring  for  admission.  Blow 
after  blow  was  made  upon  the  doors.  Every  moment 
increased  the  violence  of  the  assailants,  who  were  bent 
upon  deeds  of  blood.  Mrs.  Keith  pressed  her  children 
more  closely  to  her  heaving  bosom,  and  all  stood  petrified 
with  terror.  At  length  the  brother  of  Mr.  Keith,  who,  as 
I  have  already  mentioned,  had  been  lately  married, 
advanced  as  if  in  fi»ntic  despair,  and  unbarred  the  door. 
Instantly  it  flew  open,  and  he  fell  pierced  with  balls,  and 
weltering  in  his  blood.  In  rushed  the  savages,  and  imme- 
diately began  the  work  of  death.  They  seized  the  prostrate 
husband  of  Cornelia,  and  tore  off  his  scalp  before  her  eyes. 
'While  this  deed  was  perpetirating,  an  Indian,  hideously 
painted,  strode  up  to  Cornelia,  and  buried  his  tomahawk 
in  her  forehead.  Her  eyes  just  opened  as  the  blow 
descended,  and  then  closed  forever.  Perceiving  her  nes^ 
approach  to  being  a  mother,  they  ripped  her  body  open,  and 
tearing  the  \mborn  child  trom  h^r  womb,  dasl^ed  it  against 
the  wall. 

While  this  horrid  carnage  was  going  on,  another  Indian, 
— ^the  same  one  who  had  with  Punic  fiedth  presented  the 
belt  of  wampum  as  a  token  of  peace, — approached  Mrs. 
Keith,  who  sat  circling  her  children  in  heirarms,  and  utter- 
ing the  most  piteous  entreaties  for  mercy.  She  drew  forth 
and  showed  to  her  treacherous  foe,  the  belt,  and  appealed 
to  his  promise  made  when  he  gave  it  to  her.  But  she 
might  as  well  have  remonstrated  with  the  ferocious  tiger, 
when  hungry  for  prey.  He  only  replied  that  she  should  be 
spared,  and  ^^  dance  with  him  around  the  council  fire  in 
Canada" — and  then  with  a  sardonic  smile,  expressing  the 
fear  that  her  infant  son  would  only  incumber  her  on  the 
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journey,  he  seized  the  child  by  the  wrists,  and  tore  it  from  c^. 
her  embrace.    Enraged  apparently  at  her  resistance,  hcw^w 
dashed  its  forehead  agfiinst  the  wall,  and  hurled  its  reeking  ^'^* 
body  some  distance  from  the  honse.    Frenzied  by  the 
sight  she  rushed  to  the  mangled  remains  of  her  ^oved 
in&nt,  redoubling  her  cries  .of  anguish,  casting  herself, 
upon  its  body,  wiping  the  blood  from  its  ghastly  counte* 
nance,  and  pressing  it  to  her  bosom. 

The  savages  having  plundered  the  house  of  everything 
that  was  portable,  forced  those  who  had  escaped  their  ven* 
geance,  to  quit  the  house,  consisting  of  Mrs.  Keith,  her 
daughter  Anna,  a  lovely  girl  in  her  twelfth  year,  and  a 
brother  of  Mr.  K^ith.  They  then  completed  the  work  of 
desiructionby  firingthe building,  which  was  soon  enveloped 
in  flames.  But  Mrs%  Keith's  cup  of  sorrow  was  not  yet 
full.  Anna,  acting  as  if  she  thought  that  death  in  any  shape 
was  to  be  preferred  to  being  in  the  hands  of  ruthless  bar« 
barians,  to  whom  pity  was  a  stranger,  fled  precipitately 
back  to  the  house,  though  the  flames  were  bursting  fortih 
in  every  direction,  and  enteriiig  in,  secreted  herself  in  a 
closet,  where  she  remained  until  her  escape  became  impose 
sible,  and  perished  in  the  devouring  fire.  The  excruciating 
feelings  of  Mrs.  Keith,  on  being  compelled  to  behold  this 
funeral  pile  of  her  only  daughter,  can  readily  be  imagined. 
Words  fail  to  express  the  horror  which  must  have  filled 
her  bosom,  when  seeing  at  her  feet  the  mangled  remains 
of  one  child,  and  witnessing  the  raging  flames  that  were 
consuming  the  other,  by  a  most  agonizing  death.  She 
continued  flailing  the  name  of  her  daughter  with  loud 
cries,  till  the  Indians,  impatient  at  her  delay,  compelled 
herandherbrother,  the  only  siirvivors  in  this  fearful  trage- 
dy, to  set  out  with  them  in  their  journey  to  Canada. 

The  remainder  of  the  story  is  soon  told.  On  her 
wearisome  journey  with  the  savages,  nothing  remarkable 
occurred  that  deserves  a  particular  mention.  As  might  b^ 
supposed,  she  sufiered  various  privations^  and  was  exposed 
to  great  fatigue.    Unaccustomed  to  their  mpde  of  liyip^. 
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CHAP,  she  would  have  been  starved,  had  not  her  brother  prepared 
v-v-/  her  food,  and  miniatered  to  her  necessities.  After  enduring 
1748.  numerous  perihs  and  hardships,  she  ut  last  reached  Canada. 
"When  in  the  Indian  village^  to  which  her  captors  hastened, 
she  narrowly  escaped  having  her  brains  dashed  out  by  an 
old  hag,  wha  seemed  determined  to  glut  her  vengeance 
upon  the  prisoners.  But  on  reaching  Montreal,  bating 
some  painful  circumstances  which,  to  the  disgrace  of  civ- 
ilization were  allowed,  she  was  kindly  provided  for  by 
BO'me  charitable  ladies,  one  of  whom  received  her  into  her 
house,  and  treated  her  with  the  kindness  of  a  sister. 
'  Thus  «he  remained  in  the  house  of  this  charitable 
Samaritan,  till  «he  was  at  last  found  by  her  husband.  The 
moniing  after  the  deed  of  cruelty  which  has  been  described, 
was  perpetrated,' he  returned  with  two  wagons  to  carry  his 
family  to  Albany.  But  what  was  his  horror,  on  beBolding 
his  house  burned  to  the  ground,  and  the  scene  of  ruin 
which  on  §very  side  met  his  eye !  By  exploring  the  ruihs, 
hdwever,  he  found  the  bones  of  those  who  had  been  mur- 
dered, and  also,  which  touched  his  heart  to  the  quick,  the 
half  consumed  remains  of  his  infant,  bearing  yet  the  marks 
of  savage  violence.  Collecting  these  charred  bones,  and 
depositing  them  in  aboi;,  he  returned  with  them  to  Schagh- 
ticoke,  where  they  were  decently  buried.  Resigning  him- 
self to  despair,  and  supposing  that  Indian  vengeance  had 
spared  not  a  single  object  of  his  affections,  he  joined  the 
colonial  army,  resolving  to  seek  death  by  placing  himself 
in  the  front  of  the  battle,  and  courting  places  of  the  great- 
est exposure.  But  the  bullets  passed  harmlessly  by  him, 
nor  could  he  find  the  death  he  sought.  At  length  tlie 
thought  occurred  to  him  that  he  might  yet  find  his  brother, 
who  possibly  had  not  fallen  a  victim.  Cherishing  the  idea, 
he  set  off  for  Canada,  availing  himself  of  the  opportunity 
of  accompanying  some  prisoners,  who  were  returning  to 
Quebec.  In  Canada  he  pursued  the  object  of  his  journey 
with  indefatigable  ardor,  inquiring  of  every  oflScer  the 
names  of  prisoners  who  had  been  captured  during  the  war. 
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On  arriving  at  Montreal,  he  waa  Immediately  introduced  orak^ 
to  the  general  officer,  who  patiently  h^ard  his  story,  and  ww 
treated  him  with  great  clemency.    Having  obtained  per-  ^^^ 
mission  to  remain  in  town  a  few  days,  he  respectfully  with- 
drew, and  tormng  down  &  street  inquired  of  a  man  where 
lodgings  were  to  be  let.    The  stranger  turned  about,  apd 
dvilly  took  off  his  hat,  when  whom  should  Mr«  iK^ith 
recognize  in  the  stranger^  but  his  brother  Hepiy  ?    By  him 
Mr.  Keith  received  the  delightful  inteUigenjCe  of  his  wife's 
preservation,  and  of  her  being  then  in  Montreal.    He 
speedily  flew  to  her  embrace.    The  rapture  of  the.  reunion 
was  greater  than  she  eould  endure.    She  £unted  in  his 
arms,  but  soon  recovered,  and  felt  tibat  the  joy  of  meeting 
compensated  her  for  the  wearisome  months  of  0a4Ae% 
grief  and  distraction  winch  she  had  endured. 

Nor  were  the  borders  a£  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp* 
shire  unmolested  during  the  iq[>ring  an^  summer  of  tbi9 
year.  Uqable  to  obtain  assistance  frpm  thcdf  own  govern-^ 
ment^  the  inhabitants  of  the  exposed  settlements  of  New 
Hampshire  upon  the  Connecticnt  river,  applied  to  Massar 
chusetts,  by  the  legislature  of  which  a  garrison  of  one 
hundred  men  was  placed  in  the  fort  at  Gharlestown,  called 
Number  Four,  imder  •  the  command  of  the  gallant  Ca|^ 
tain  Stevens,  who  had  signalised  himself  by  his  braveiy 
in  that  position  before^  His  second  in  command  was  Cap- 
taii^  Humphrey  Hobbs.  Fort  Massaobusetts  having  been 
rebuilt,  was  also  garrisoned  by  one  hundred  men,  .and 
entrusted  again  to  its  formi^  commander.  Captain  Ephraim 
Williams — Colonel  John  Stoddard  of  Northampton,  having 
the  general  command  of  the  northern  and  western  frontiers 
of  that  colony.  Dying,  however,  in  the  month  of  June, 
that  eminent  man  was  succeeded  by  Cobnel  Dui^}  Wil- 
liams, of  Hartford.  '  .  .  '     .- 

But  it  was  not  garrison  duty  alone  which  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  Number  Four  were  req[uired  to  perform.  They 
had  a  wide  extent  of  territory  to  gu&rd  against  tl^e  irrup- 
tions of  the  enemy,  extending  firoi;^  H^o  uppei:  M^llixmic 
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01^.  conntry  to  Lake  Ghamplain,  and  a  suitable  number  of  men, 
^m.^,^  from  both  forts,  were  required  to  be  ooostantly  employed 
IWS.  jjj  ranging  the  forests  to  intercept  the  enemy  in  their  sallies 
from  Crown  Point,  and  the  great  Indian  rendezvous  of 
Bt.  Francis.  The  enemy  first  i^peared  at  Charlestown 
about  the  middle  of  March,  when  a  party  of  thirty  Indians 
attacked  eight  of  Btevens's  men,  ftt  a  short^distance  from 
the  fort.  Captain  Stevens  sallied  forth  for  their  retscue, 
and  brought  them  in  after  a  sharp  skimiish,  with  the  Iobs 
of  two  men,  one  of  whom  was  killed,  and  the  other  taken 
prisoner.  A  third  was  wounded.  A  yet  larger  party,  con- 
sisting of  eighteen  men  under  Captain  Melvin,  from  the 
same  garrison,  had  a  narrower  escape  in  the  month  of  May, 
Melvm  having  crossed  Ihe  woods  to  the  shore  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain  opposite  Crown  Point,  imprudently  disclosed  himself 
to  the  enenly  in  that  fortress  by  firing  upon  two  canoes  of 
Indians.  A  party  was  inmiediately  sent  out  frt)m  Hie  fort 
to  intercept  him  on  his  return,  which  by  a  rapid  march 
gained  his  front.  Having  crossed  the  enemy's  trail,  and 
thereby  discovered  his  design,  Melvin  endeavored  to  cir- 
emnvent  hiln  by  changing  his  course  from  Charlestown, 
and  striking  down  in  the  direetion  of  Fort  Dummer.  ^  But 
Hie  enemiy  was  soon  upon  his  path,  and  in  close  pursuit, 
though  without  his  knowledge.  Arriving  at  West  river, 
Melvin  incautiously  allowed  his  men  to  halt  and  amuse 
themselves  by  shooting  the  salmon  which  were  passing  up 
a  shoal  of  that  stream.  The  consequence  had  well  nigh 
been  fiital  to  the  whole  party,  since  the  enemy,  thus 
apprized  of  their  halt,  and  by  stealthy  observation  of  their 
amusement,  rushed  upon  them  unawares,  and  killed  six  of 
the  most  valuable  men, — ^the  residue,  after  vainly  attemptr 
ing  to  make  a«taiaul  against  superior  numbers,  making  their 
escape  to  Fort  Dummer.  A  month  afterward  a  party  of 
thirteen  men  on  the  routafrom  Hinsdale  to  Fort  Dummer, 


^Fort  Dttmintr,  f^eqnentlj  spoken  of  in  the  earlj  border  wars,  was  first 
Imilt  in  1728.  It  was  situated^n  the  Condeotioat  riter,  fortv  miles  below 
Gharleftown,  or  Numbinr  Four.  * 
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fell  into  ail  Jbiflian  ambnscadey  and  were  all  but  three  either  ^^^ 
killed  or  taken  prisoners.  ^  "  w^^^ 

The  history  of  this  feebly  conducted  contest  shows  that  ^'^f^ 
in  a  large  majority  of  these  border  affairs,  the  enemy  wai 
successful — a  fact,  perhaps,*that  should  create  no  wonder^ 
when  it  is  considered  that  his  movements  were  always  by 
stealth,  and  his  attacks  by  surprise, — ^he  having  the  select 
tion  of  time  and  place,  and  the  option  of  fighting  or  not) 
according  to  circumstances.  But  fortune  was  not  always 
turning  in  their  favor.  It  happened  that  on  the  twenty-sixth 
of  June,  while  Captain  Hobbs,  at  th«r  head  of  fbrty  men 
from  the  garrison  of  Number  Four,  was  ranging  the 
woods  west  of  the  Connecticut  river,  when  about  twelve 
miles  from  Fort  Dummer,  he  was  attacked  by  • -strong 
body  of  Indians,  under  a  resolute  half-bi^ed  chief  name^. 
Backett.  Hobbs  and  his  men  were  regaling  themselves  at 
their  knapsacks  at  the  moment  of  the  attack,  in  an  opening 
upon  a  rivulet  hedged  with  alders,  and  covered  with  large 
and  towering  ti;ees.  The  precaution  of  posting  sentinell^ 
however,  had  not  been  omitted,  so  that  the  surprise  waa  t' 

less  complete  than  otherwise  it  would  hare  been.  At  the 
instant  of  alarm,  each  man  selected  a  tree  for  his  cover» 
and  the  Indians  rushing  upon  the  heels  of  the  8entlttd% 
were  in  the  onset  so  warmly  received  as  to  check  their 
advance.  The  Indians,  in  fike  manner,  selected*  trees  tolt 
their  protection ;  and  an  irregular  battle  sneceeded  which  * 
lasted  four  hours.  The  two  captains  were  both  men  of 
coolness  and  courage.  They  were  pei^onal  acquaintances^ 
and  had  been  fiiends  befbre  the  War,  and  frequently  called 
out  to  each  other  in  the  course  of  the  fight — Sackett  claim- 
ing— as  he  had — a  large  superioritgr  of  force,  and  demanding 
a  surrender,  on  pain  of  the  indisorimjnatQ  use  of  the  tom- 
ahawk in  ca^e  of  refiisal.  Hobbs,  with  stentorian  voioe, 
refused  and  bade  defiance.  Less  cautious  than  the  SngHsh^ 
the  Indians  several  times  exposed  then^selves  by  attempting 
to  advance  to  a  hand  to  hand  contest,  but  were  as  often       >s^. 
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4>^  Teptilsedy  with  severe  }o8s.  IKsoonraged,  ai  kmgth,  by  the 
wy-^  unyielding  courage  of  Hobbs  and  his  men,  and  probably 
^'•^  forming'  an  erroneous^  estimate  of  their  strength,  the 
fadians  at  length  drew  offVdragging  off,  also,  their  dead, 
ly  teason  of  which  their  loss  was  not  known.*  Many 
SidianS)  however,  were  seen  to  fidl,  and  the  battle  ground 
WM  deejply  sanguine.  But  notwithstanding  the  duration 
of  the  fight,  only  three  of  the  English  were  killed,  and 
the  Bame  number  wounded. '  The  strength  of  the  Indians 
WW  estimated  at  one  hundred  and  sixty.  Still,  the  expe-' 
dition  of  iSackett  Was  not  altogether  bootless^  since,  a  fort* 
sight  sfterw^^d  he  surprised  a  party  of  seventeen  men 
beltween  Hinsdale  and  Fort  Dummer,  killed"  two  and 
wounded  the  same  number,  and  made  Aineof  the  residue 
jpriflOiie]p9«  Pour  escaped.  In  these  enterprise  it  seems 
te  have  beea  the  desire  of  the  enemy  to  take  captive^  n^er 
llito  to  kill.  There  Was  «pund  policfy  in  this ;  the  large 
•xnotmts  .received  &om  Hie  friends  of  the  c(aptived  for  their 
nlttaOm^  going  li^r  toward  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 

'>i '  Fttt  Massachusetts  was  not  molested  until  peilt  midsum*- 
BUBKi  Btt  on  the  second  of  August, «  party  of  four  men 
MkiQl;  engaged  at  some  distance  iroicti  the  folt^  Were  fired 
1i^p!(Hi  liy  itti  enemy  whose  presei^e  had  not  been  suspected, 
•i^ptain -Williams  immediately  sullied  forth  for  their  re»- 
•  ilui^  with  Xiieutenant  Hawley  and  thirty  men.  The  attack- 
tug' part|r,  appar^itly  small,  were  soon  driven  back  (  but 
JUL  the  Qtoment  of  fancied  saf^,  an  ambuscade  of  thirty 
SoLtiians  rose  and  poured  in  a  fire  upon  Witliiuns's  right, 
ipoving  with  the  design  of  intercepting  his  return  to  the 

--  '     \  -*...  -^  — ■ i 

"i      '  •  ■  .  '      ' 

'  '1  «<In  all  battles  ihe  Indiana  ctodeayor  to  conceal  their  Imb,  and  in  eifeot- 
IttgiliiB,  thej  dotnetimtM'iEtai^po^  tliemaelirva  more  tlian  in  combat  with  the 
maittf  .  WhMi  one  feUi,  hia  nearest  comrade  crawls  up,  i^er  coyer  of  the 
<pMa  ABd*braah,  and  fixing  a  tufi^  Une  to  the  dead  body,  cautioqslj  drags 
It  to  the  rear.  Hobbs^  men  related  that  in  this  action  they  often  saw  the 
dead  bodies  of  the  Indians  sliding  along  the  ground,  as  if  by  enchantment." 
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fort    The  celerity  of  Williams's  movements,  however,  <a^« 
frustrated  this  manoeuvre,  and  the  fort  was  reached  with  wy«i« 
the  loss  of  only  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded— on©  of  ^'^^* 
whom  was  the  lieutenant.    It  soon  appeared  that  tlM;, 
escape  of  Williams  was  most  fortunate,    indeed-  it  mxuit 
be  confessed  that  he  had  exhibited  singular  absence  of 
military  precaution  in  hazarding  a  sortie  with  so  small  a 
party,  while  ignorant  of  the  strenigth,  of  his  enemy ;  three 
hundred'  of  whom,  including  thirty  FrenchjEuen,  followed 
close  uponhis  heels  as  he  regained  the  fort,  andoommenceda 
general  attack.    The  fire  was  pustained  on  both  sides 
about  two  (lours ;  but  having  no  artillery,  the  enemy  was 
unable  to  make  any  impression  upon  the  works,  and  drew 
off  with  a  loss;  the  imiount  of  which  was  not  ascertained. 
The  enemy  was  shortly  afterward  more   suceossfol  in  the 
neighboiiiood  of  Fort  Dummer,  where  a  party  of  sevea 
under  Lieutonant  John  Sargeants,  was  defeated,  the  comr 
mander  being  among  the  Idlled,  and  the  survivors  made 
prisonera^ 

Meanwhile  serious  trouble  began  to  mAnifeet  itself 
among  tiie  troops  statidned  at  Albany  and  along  the  frontr 
iers,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  supplies.  Maoy  of 
the  men  deserted,  and  some  of  the  officers  resigned  tibieir 
commissioaS)  flatly  reftisuig  to  serve  longer.'  The  assem* 
bly  was  not  to  meet  until  October,  and  tiie  eommissioners 
refused  to  execute  the  orders  which-the  governor,  by  the 
advice  of  his  council,  had  given  them  for  supplying  the 
troops, — urging  as  an  excuse  that  they  had  not  been  so 
authorised  by  the  asseaibly.  The  governor  was  exceed* 
ingly  chafoA  by  this  refusal  of  the  commissioners  to  acL 
This  appears  in  all  of  his  correspondence  at  this  time,  \mt 
especially  in  his  correspondence  with  Colonel  Johnson^ 
with  whom  he- was  now  on  terms  of  intimacy.    In  a  letter 

'Manuscript  letter,  Johnson  to  Clinton ;  aUo  manuaoript  lotter  to  JoIa* 
son  from  Captain  Stoddard,  then  in  oommand  at  Scheneotadj. 
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CHAP,  under  date  of  October  fifth,  the  following  passage  occurs : 
s,,*^.^  "By  a  letter  I  have  from  Captain  Stoddard  thatnopro- 
1748r  yigions  are  gone  up,  I  conclude  it  was  designedly  neglect- 
ed by  the  commissioners  in  order  to  distress  the  service 
and  disband  the  troops  sooner  than  I  thought  it  necessary ; 
a(id  with  a  great  deal  of  assurance,  declared  that  even  if 
they  were  served  with  an  order  from  the  council  they 
would  not  obey  it !  What  a  low  ebb  is  the  governor  and 
councnl  of  New  York  driven  to,  that  their  orders  are 
refused  for  three  weeks  provisions  for  a  few  men.  *  * 
♦  *  Formerly  the  governor  and  council  had  the  disposal 
of  every  shilling,  and  did  it  all  in  council  by  warrant, 
without  consulting  the  assembly  or  anybody."^ 

Those  persons  have  read  little,  and  have  thought  still 
less,  who  suppose  that  the  revolt  of  the  colonies  was  the 
result  of  a  moment.  The  controversies  between  the 
assembly  and  the  executive ;  the  seeming  apathy  of  the 
house  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  frontiers,  and  its 
general  indifference  in  providing  the  needed  supplies  of 
which  Mr.  Clinton  so  bitterly  complains,  had  in  fact  their  use 
not  so  much  in  an  unconcern  for  the  welfare  of  the  colonies 
as  in  a  fixed  determination  to  resist  the  encroaehtnents  of  the 
orown.  Still  it  must  be  frankly  admitted,  that  the  assem- 
bly were  often  in  the  wrong,  and  that  much  of  this  treat- 
ment of  the  governor  was  harsh  and  ill-judged. 

In  the  assembly,  which  met  upon  the  twelfth  of  Octo- 
ber, the  governor  determined  to  reassert  the  prerogative 
in  the  strongest  terms  by  bringing  the  subject  of  a  perma- 
nent supply  to  direct  issue ;  choosing  as  an  able  writer  has 
remarked,  Kew  Tork  '^  as  the  opening  scene  in  ^e  final 
contest  that  led  to  independence."'  Accordingly  on  the 
fourteenth  Mr.  Clinton  sent  down  his  message  to  the 
house,  in  which,  after  congratulating  them  upon  the  near 
prospect  of  a  general  peace,  he  demanded  a  permanent 

support  for  five  years.     The  message  stated  that  on  coming 

-  *       ...         ... 

1  Manasoript  letter. 
>  Bancroft. 
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to  the  administration  of  the  government,  he  had  been  ^Si^* 
disposed  to  do  all  he  could,  consistently  with  his  dutj  to  ^-v^ 
the  king,  for  the  care  and  satisfaction  of  the  people*  ^^^' 
Hence,  reposing  confidence  in  the  advice  then  given  hisiy 
he  had  given  his  assent  to  various  acts  of  the  assembly, 
the  tendency  of  which,  as  experience  had  taught  him,  was 
to  weaken  the  authority  of  his  majesty's  government.  Still, 
as  the  countiy  was  very  soon  afterward  involved  in  war, 
he  had  forborne  to  take  that  attitude  in  the  premises  which 
duty  to  his  soverei^  seemed  to  require.  But  with  the  return 
of  peace,  he  deemed  it  to  be  his  indispensable- duty  to  put 
a  stop  to  such  innovations.  Prominent  among  these  was 
the  practice  which  had  been* growing  up,  of  making  only 
on  arniVjaX  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  officers  of  the 
government.  He  also  -alluded  to  the  modem  practice  of 
naming  the  officers,  for  whose  benefit  the  appropriations 
were  made,  in  the  act — ^thus  interfering  with  the  preroga^ 
tive  in  the  appointing  honor.  He  admonished  -the  assem- 
bly that  he  should  give  his  assent  to  no  acts  of  that 
character  for  the  future ;  and  demanded  an  appropriation 
for  the  palyment  of  the  governor's,  secretaries,  judges  and 
other  salaried  officers,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  that  had  prevailed  during  the  administ 
tration  of  his  four  immediate  predecessors,  namely, 
Governors  Htmter,  Burnett,  Montgomery,,  and  Cosby. 
The  inconveniences  of  these  annual  grants  of  salaries  and 
allowances^  was  adverted  to,  and  objections  farther  urged 
against  the  recent  method  of  intermixing  matters  of  an 
entirely  different  nature  with  the  provisions  of  the  salaiy 
bills,  and  tacking  new  grants  for  other  purposes  to  the 
governor's  own  support.  The  governor  desired  them 
farther  to  make  immediate  provision  for  the  payment  of 
the  troops  at  Albany,  and  on  the  frontier ;  recommended 
that  the  troops  should  be  continued  at  Albany ;'  and  con- 
cluded by  calling  the  attention  of  the  assembly  to  a  debt 
of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds,  due 
to  Colonel  Johoson  for  disbursements  made  by  Ijiat  gently- 
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OTAP.  man  in  the  public  service,  and  which  had  been  allowed 
v-v^  ajid  ordered  to  be  paid  by  an  act  of  the  proceeding  session. 
1741  Owing  to  a  deficiency  In  the  funds,  upon  which  it  was 
directed  t9  be  charged,  the  money  had  not  been  paid; 
and  the  inconvenience  of  being  kept  so  long  out  of  so 
large  a  sum  of  money,  was  so  great,  tihat  it  was  only  wit}i 
much  difKculty  that  he  had  been  enabled  to  persuade 
the  colonel  to  undertake  again  the  supplying  of  the  import- 
ant garrison  at  Oswego. 

The  assembly,  in  its  reply,  justly  regarding  the  request 
for  a  permanent  supply  as  a  direct  attempt  to  render  the 
erown  independent  of  the  people,  with  great  indignation, 
refused  to  grant  it.  As  to  the  more  recent  practice  of 
naming  the  officers  provided  for  in  the  salary  bills,  it  not 
only  justified  it,  but  intimated  that  if  this  course  had 
been  adopted  at  an  earlier  day,  his  excellency  would  not 
have  been  able  to  remove  the  third  justice  of  th^  supreme 
eourt  "without  any  color  of  miscondwJt"  on  hia  part-r- 
who  was  "  a  gentleman  of  learning  and  e^erience  in  the 
law."^  Respecting  the  other  matters  in  the  message,  it 
replied,  that  it  saw  no  reason  for  burdening  the  colony 
with  tiie  troops  in  Albany,  declaring  that  the  troops  at 
Oswego  were  quite  sufficient  in  time  of  peace  for*  the 
protection  of  the  province.  It  passed  however,  a  bill 
granting  three  thousand  six  hundred  pounds  for  the 
pay  of  the  troops  on  the  jGrpntier,  but  ignored  entirely  the 
claim  of  Colonel  Johnson.  The  reault  can  reiadHy  be  seen. 
After  continual  bickerings  for  several  i^eeks,  Mr*  Clinton, 
in  great  virratii,  prorogued  the  assembly. 

Thus  the  parties  separated,  and  thus  again  commenced 
that  great  struggle  between  the  republican  and  the  mon- 
archal principle,  which  in  the  onward  progress  of  the 
former  was  destined  at  a  day  not.  even  then  far  distant,  to 

work  such  mighty  results  in  the  western  hemisphere. 

.11  '  ■  »  '  ■  III  I       I        ■        ■  I        I 

1  AUuding  to  the  remoyal,  the  year  befbre,  of  Justice  Horsmanden.  This 
act  was  again  imputed  to  the  influence  of  **  a  person  of  a  mean  and  deepi- 
cable  elMraeter"— nreaning,  M  it  was  well  understood,  Dooior  Colden. 
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Although  hostilities  were  suspended  between  the  ghat* 
belligerents,  whose  armies  were  contending  in  the  Nattier^  ^^.^w 
lands,  immediately  after  the  preliminaries  were  signed  at^^^  * 
Aix  La  Chapelle,  yet  it  was  long  before  the  forces  at  sea 
were  apprized  of  the  fact.  Meantime-  Admiral  Boscawen, 
in  the  East  Indies,  having  invested  Poiidicherry  by  land 
and  water,  was  compelled  to  retire  with  signal  discomfit- 
ure. Rear  Admiral  Knowles,  too, — ^the  saifie  who  had* 
rendered  himself  so  deservedly  unpbpular  at  Boston  the 
year  before,— continued  to  prosecute  the  contest  in  the^ 
West  Indies  with  various  success.  With  a  squadron  of 
eight  ships  he  attacked  fort  St.  Eouis,  on  the  south  side 
of  St.  Domingo,  which  after  a  warm  action  of  three  hours 
was  surrendered  on  capitulation  and  dismantled.  But  he 
afterward  made  an  abortive  attempt  upon  Sti.  lago  de  Oubft^' 
at  the  result  of  which  he  was  greatly"  chagrined.*  Eariy 
in  October  Admiral  Bjiowles,  while  cruising  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Havana,  with  eight  ships  of  Hie  line,  fell  in 
with  a  Spanish' squadron  of  nearly  equal  fo^ce,  command- 
ed by  Admiral  Reggio,  and  a  severe  engagement  ensued| 
which  lasted  six  hourb,  commencing  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  ending  at  eight.  Knowles  himself  began 
the  action  in  gallant  style,  but  beitig  seriously  disabled,  - 
hi^  ship  was  compelled  to  drop  astern  of  th«  squadron^ 
and  was  not  afterward  engaged  in  the  line;  but  being 
borne  down  upoa  by  the  enemy,  and  another  ship  ooming 
to  his  assistance,  a  struggle  sharp  and  bloody  ensued.  The 
Spanish  commander,  notwithstanding  the  inferiority  of 
his  force,  was  at  one  time  confident  of  victory;*  ,but  the 
fortunes  of  the  day  were  against  him,  and  he  was  oomp 
pelled  to  put  into  the  Havana  with  the  loss  of  two  ships ; 
and  a  third  was  destroyed  the  next  day  to  prevent  her  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  English.  Admiral  Knowlea 
taxed  some  of  his  mien  with  misbehavior  in  this  afiisdr, 

and  he  was  accused  in  tulhn.     Several  of  the  ofilcers  w6re 

•  •  J ^  J 

1  SmoUett. 

*Spftiush  official  aoooant  in  the  Qentlemio'i  Mftgtslaa  for  April  1740.- 
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CHAT,  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and  reprimanded,  and  Eiiowles 
s...^^^  himself  was  tried  in  December,  1749.  The  court  acquitted 
1748. .  }^j^  q{  f^Q  charge  of  .cowardice ;  awarding  him  on  the 
contrary^  the  merit  of  graat  personal  bravery.  But  he 
was  nevertheless  found  guilty  of  negligence  in  his  arrange- 
ments, in  several  particulars,  and  ordered  to  be  repri- 
manded.^ High  feelings  of  animosity  arose  among  the 
officers,  who  either  took  sides  with  or  against  the  admiral, 
and  several  du^ls  were  the  consequence,  in  one  of  which 
a  Captain  Jarvis  was  mortally  wounded  by  his  antagonist 
Captain  Clark,'  But  according  to  both  English  and  Span- 
ish accounts  the  action  was  bravely  fought  on  both  sides. 
As  it  proved  it  was  a  needless  waste  of  life. 

The  definite  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  and  signed 
pn  the  seventh  day  o^^  October  a^t  Aix  La  Chapelle ;  and 
considering  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  con. 
eluded,  and  the  relative  -strength  of  the  parties  and  the 
condition  of  the  alliance  at  the  head  of  which  was  Eng- 
land, for  a  farther  prosecution  of  the  contest,  it  was  a  most 
inglorious  peace.*  Thus  ended  the  "old  French  war," 
produced  by  the  wickedness  of  Frederick^  "  the  evils  of 
which  were  felt  in  lands  where  the  name  of  Prussia  was 
unknown ;  and,^  in  order  that  he  might  rob  a  neighbor 
whom  he  had  promised  to  defend,  bla^k  men  fought  on 
the  coast  of  Coromandel,  and  red  men  ^calped  by  the 

great  lakes  of  North  Apierica."^ 

* 

1  Proceedings  of  the  court  martial,  Tide  Oentleman's  Magaiine,   ^ 

*  Smollett. 

•This  contest  was  oaUed  "the  old  French  wat.*'  It  was  in  fkot  begjon 
bj  Frederick  the  Gre*t,  by  ^n  august  and  rapacieus  attack  upon  the  Em- 
press-Queen Marii^  Theresa,  for  the  purpose  of  wresting  Siberia  from  her. 
It  inToWed  the  world  in  arms.  The  respeotiTe  alliances  on  the  one  side^ 
were  the  king  of  Oreat  Britain,  the  empress-queen,  the  states-goTcnors 
st  the  United  Prorinces,  and  the  king  of  Sardinia,  with  several  smaUeor 
prinoes  as  adxiliariee  On  the  other  aide,  was  the  alliance  of  France,  Spain, 
(claiming  the  Austriain  succession,)  the  }|ifant  Don  Philip,  brother  of  the 
king  of  Spain  and  son-in-law  of  the  king  of  France,  with  th6  repnbHo  of 
Genoa  and  the  duke  of  Madrid. 

«. ilMMil^'s  life  of  FiTideri^k  ik»  Qttt^U 
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MeanwhOe   the    Confederates    were   a^ain  becoming  <;«^ 
folicitouB  for  those  of  their  warriors  who  were  still  languish-  ^w-" 
ing  in  chains  in  Canada.^    The  promises  made  to  them,  at  ^^^ 
the  oomicil  at  Albany,  by  Clinton  and  Johnson,  of.  th^ 
speedy  release  of  their  brethren,  htfd  quieted  them  for  9^ 
time.    But  now,  as  month  after  month  passed  away  and 
nothing  was  acomplished,  they  doubted  the  power  of  th^ 
English  to  bring  this  about,  and  thought  seriously  df 
taking  the  matter  into  their  own  hands.    Johnson  feared 
this  himself,  for  in  a  letter  written  at  this  time  to  Qoveniot  .% 

Clinton  upon  the  iubject,  he  says  :-^^^There  is  not  one  of  i^ 

our  Indians  suffered  to  come,  nor  any  of  the  Christians  ^ 

who  were  taken  with  them,  which  is  very  hardy  and  wHl  ^ 

be  the  means,  I  reckon,  of  all  the  Five  Nations  going 
down  now  to  Canada  taget  them."  There  was  indeed 
cause  for  alarm ;  and  it  required  tiie  most  sisenuuus  exerw 
tions  of  Colonel  Johnsoin  to>  keep  the  Molsawks  quietiy  a(t  ' 

their  castles,  until  the  temns  of  the  exchaiige  of  prison^ra 
could  be  settled.    This  was  na  easy  matter  y  and  thibagh**        ^ 
out  the  remaindear  of  the  year  the  attezrtion  of  Vbu  Clin- 
ton wafer  chiefly  occupied  in  suKscessive  negoiiadons  with 
Ofllis^oniSce,. 'for  an. exchange  of  prisoneYs.    But  notwithr    . 
standing  title  evident  approach  of  peace,  and  an  arrange^  .'^ 
ment  for  a  cessation  of;  firms  in  Europe,  the  French      * 
goremor  opposed  varibuB  obstadieB  in  the  way  of  an  eqoita*  ' 

ble  and  prompt  exchange.  Mr.  Clinton  had  sent  two  flags 
of  truce  without  success^  particularly  in  reference  to*  the 
captive  w^uriors  of  the  Sbt  I^ations,  who,  as  before  hinted^ 
were  becoming  exceedingly  restive  under  the  delay,rHM> 
touch  so,  indeed^  asv  to  lead  them  to  send  a  special  deputa- 
tion  of  their  ehie&  to  Kew  York  at  the  close  of  Septem* 
ber,  to  plead  with  the  governor  upon  the.  subject.'  Theris 
were  likewise  many  prisoners  in  Canada,  males  and 
females,  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers,  who  had  been  carried 
away,  and  who  wera  of  course,  with  their  friends,  anxious 

_  '~-  — -  - . -  -  ■  ■ ,^^^^^^^,^,^.1^^^^— ^ 

^  Manusoript  letter ;  J.  Williams  to  Mijor  Xj^ub. 
'  See  journals  of  the  oouhoili  ^ 
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CHAP,  jfor  their  return.*  But  the  difficulty  "wafl  not  bo  much  in 
^-v-^  relation  to  the  exchange  of  the  English  for  the  French 
1748.  priBonere,  as  it  was  in  reference  to  the  exchange  of  the 
Mohawks  for  an  equal  numbef  of  the  French  held  as 
prisoners  in  New  York.  La  C^alissoni^re,  claimed  that 
the  Mohawks  were  an  independent  nation,  and  as  such, 
qualified  to  treat  alone  with  him  upon  the  subject;  while 
Clinton  justly  maintained,  that  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
the  Mohawks  were  the  dependants  and  subjects  of  the 
BridBharown.  .  •  . 

•Instead  .therefore,  of  meeting  the- views  of  Mr.  Clinton 
^  and  proceeding  at  once  to  a  general*  exchange,  Galisso- 

iiii^e  rdeased  only  a  few,  sending  a  return  flag,  with 
seven,  officers,  eighteen  privates,  and  four  Canadian 
Indians,  accompanied  by  some  propoi^itionB  to  which  the 
governor  of  New  York  refused  to  accede.  On  the  arrival 
of  ti^'formidai)le  company  at  Albany,  Colonel  Johnson's 
suspicions  w^re  aroused  that  fOl  was  not  right;,  and  he 
wiQ|ild  not  allow  them  to  proceed  to  New  York,  until  per- 
lAifision- to  that  effect  had  been  received.^  That  permig- 
slbii  having  been  given,  the  French  party,  the  leader  of  whom 
was  M.  Francis  Marie,  proceeded  at  once  to  New  York. 
^-  '•  Tile  embassy  was,  however,  bootless  «a  appears  by  the  fol- 

lowing passage  taken  from  a  long  manuscript  letter  upon 
^  this  and  other  subjects,  addressed  by  Mr.  Clinton  to  Colonel 

Johnson  on  the  fifth  of  October : — "  As  the  commandant 
of  this  party  is  a  very  pretty  gentleman,  it  grieves  me  much 
that  I  can't  sead  any  of  his  people  back  with  him,  as  it 
might  be  of  great  service  in  recommending  him  to  the 
governor.  But  his  letter  is  so  haughty,  and  indeed  rather 
insolent,  that  I  am  obliged  to  stick  qn  punctilios.  His 
detaining  our  Christian  prisoners  from  us  in  time  of  peace^ 
is  not  right.    Yet  if  he  had  sent  one  or  two  of  the  Indians 


-  1  Manuscript  letter  fVom  Peter  Van  Schaick  to  Colonel  Johnion, — written 
at  this  time,  while  a  prisoner  in  Canada, — ^begging  that  the  latter  would  «se 
his  earnest  efforts  to  obtain  his  speedy  release. 
*Mauusoript  letter;  ColonelJohnson  to  OoTempr Clinton. 
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back  in  room  of  the  five  of  his  I  sent,  something  might  chap 
have  been  done.  But  the  poor  gentleman  must  go  backs—,,— 
as  he  came,  and  thank  his  own  governor's  indiscretion  for  ^^*^- 
putting  things  on  a  wrong  footing.** 

Thus  matters  stood  until  the  end.  of  the  year.  Nothing 
definite  was  arrived  at  in  relation,  to  the  exchange ;  and 
although  there  were  no  active  hostilities,  yet  the  year 
closed,  leaving  all  parties  mutually  dissatisfied,  and  equally 
suspicious  of  the  designs  of  each  other. 
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CHAPTER  X. 
1749—1750.  • 

The  exchange  of  prisoners  still  coxitiifaedto  be  the  sulf- 

Qg^^  ject  of  a  lengthy    correapondpnce   between  the  royal 

'^   governors.    The  Six  Nations  yet  retained  in  their  posses- 

1749.  Bion  several  of  the  French,    uncertain — ^as  in  turn  they 

weje  influenced  by  the  French  emissaries,  or  by  Colonel 

'f  '  Johnson — to  which  of  the  governors  to  yield  them  up. 

•  To  the  Confederates  at  least,  the  final  disposition  of  their 

prisoners  was  a  subject  of  grave  consideration.    Should 

they  treat  directly  with  La  Galissonifere,  they  were  fearful 

of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  Governor  Clinton ;    while 

on  the  other  hand,  should  they  yield  up  their  prisoners  to 

Colonel  Johnson,   they    feared  that  by  so  doing,  they 

would  lose  the  power  to  redeem  their  braves  from  their 

captivity. 

To  Colonel  Johnson  this  delicate  matter  of  effecting  a 

'  transfer  of  the  prisoners  into  his  hands,  was  entrusted ;  and 

*■ .       >;  after  considerable  negotiation,  rendered  necessaryr  by  their 

n.'         vascillating  course,  the  Mohawks  were  induced  to  yield 

up  twelve  of  their  prisoners.     This  transfer,  however,  was 

accompanied  by  a  request,  on  the  part  of  the  Mohawks, 

that  the  colonel  would  not  allow  the  Frenchmen  to  return 

home,  until  those  of  their  warriors,  who  yet  languished  in 

the  jail  at  Quebec,  should  be  brought  down  to  Crown 

Point,  and  delivered  into  his  hands.    The  success  of  his 

negotiations,  the  colonel  immediately  communicated  to 

Mr.  Clinton  in  a  letter,  which  the  latter  at  once  laid  before 

his   council  for    its    action.    Several     months     elapsed 

before  farther  orders  touching  the  final  disposition  of  the 

prisoners  were  received  from  the  governor ;  during  which 

interval,  the  colonel  received  them  into  his  own  house, 

treating  them  with  much  kindness  and  consideration. 
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Meanwhile  the  Mohawks,  always  suspicious,  and  not  chap. 
understanding  the  delays  and  forms  of  diplomatic  inter- w.^.^ 
course^  begaji  to  be  apprejiensive  lest  the  object  they  had  ^749. 
in  delivering  up  their  prisoners  might  not  be  attained. 
These  apprehensions  were  likewise  increased  by  messages 
which  the  wily  La  Galissoni^re,  with  artfi^l  iact,  continued 
to  send  to  the  Mohawks,  inviting  them  to  come  to  Quebec^ 
and  treat  in  person  for  their  braves.  This,  as  it  wa§ 
designed,  only  increased  their  iU  temper,-— conscious  that 
they  had  lost  the  power  to  do  this,  when  they  allowed  the 
Frenchmen  to  go  out  of  their  hands..  Their  discontent  at 
first  manifested  itself  in  angry  looks  and  dark  hints,  until 
finally,  unequivocal  symptoms  showed  thitt  they  designed 
taking  the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  by  wresting  back 
by  force  that  which  they  had  so  unwillingly  granted.  So 
deeply  rooted  had  their  disaffection  become,  and  so  widely 
had  it  spread,  that  the  colonel  himself  feared  that  even 
his  influence  would,  not  much  longer  avail  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  prisoner.  In  this  strait,  he  at  once  wrote  to 
Mr.  Clinton,  stating  the  situation  of  a£Qurs  and.  his  own 
fears.    The  governor  immediately  replied  as  follows: . 

"ISTew  York  June  7, 1749. 
"  Sir. 

"I  have  the  favor  ot  yours  of  twenty-sixth  of  last 
month,  and  am  well  pleased  with  the  accounts  you  give  me 
of  your  conduct  with  the  Indians.  You  may  assure  the 
Mohawks  that  the  reason  of  my  not  sending  back  the 
French  prisoners  which  yon  have  in  your  hands,  is  in 
order  to  secure  the  return  of  their  people  who  are  prison- 
ers in  Canada,  and  that  their  peoplfe  shall  not  have  their 
liberty  on  any  conditions  but  that  of  the  liberty  of  the 
Indians  who  are  prisoners  in  Canada ;  that  all  these  mes- 
sages from  the  governor  of  Canada  kre  only  an  artifice  to 
draw  them  to  Canada  in  order  to  make  mean  BUd  shameful 
submissions  to  him  there.  And  in  order  to  prevent  any  of 
their  people  making  such  a  shameful  step,  so  dis^raceftil  to 
their  nation,  you  must  endeavor  to  pereitade  them  to  deliver 
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^^-  the  remaining  priBoners  into  yonr  hands  that  they  may  be 
"— v-^  kept  safe  till  the  liberty  of  the  Indians  be  secured.  And 
^'*^-  for  this  purpose,  if  you  have  any  apprehensions  that  the 
French  now  at  your  house  cannot  be  safely  kept  there, 
you  are  to  send  th^m  to  Albany  to  the  sheriff,  there  to  be 
kept  in  jail  till  such  time  as  'he  shall'  receive  my  orders 
tor  their  liberty.  If  you  think  it  may  be  attended*  with 
any  inconvenience  to  keep  the  French  in  prison  at  Albany, 
then  you  may  send  them  down  to  New  York  where  I  shall 
take  care  to  have  them  secured. 

Inctosed  is  an  order  to  the  sheriff  to  receive  the  prisoners 
from  you,  and  to  keep  them  in  safe  custody. 

"But  as.  the  Indians  are  frequently  very  humorsome, 
and  there  must  be  some  regard  had  to  it,  you  are  allowed 
to  take  some  latitude  in  the  execution  of  these  orders,  by 
delaying  the  full  execution  of  them,  till  you  inform  me  of 
any  inconvenience  which  you  may  apprehend  may  attend 
the  strict  observance  of  them.  I  have  received  no  oilers 
from  court  relating  to  the  liberty  of  prisoners,  and  I  delay 
sending  to  Canada  fof  their  liberty  in  expectation  of 
receiving  such,  and  am, 

"  Sir,  Your  very  humble  servant, 

"G.  Clinton." 

On  thq  reception  of  this  lettcfl*  Colonel  Johnson  sum- 
moned both  of  the  Mohawk  castles  together,  and  used 
all  his  influence  to  divest  them  of  their  suspii^ions,  an4  per- 
suade them  to  leave  the  exchange  of  the  prisoners  entirely 
with  Mr.  Clinton.  In  this  he  succeeded ;  but  only  after 
great  effort,  and  by  the  payment  to  the  Indians  of  large 
sums  of  money  out  of  his  own  purse.  The  Mohawks 
were  also  induced  at  the  same  time  to  deliver  up  to  him 
the  remainder  of  their  captives,  thus,  increasing  the  num- 
ber luider  his  protection  to  nineteen. 
,  Scarcely  liafl  this  affair  b^en  amipably  arranged,  when 
another  di^culty  arose,  which  for  a  little  while  threat- 
ened to  mar  the  hai;inony  between  th?  Indians  and  tl.c 
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English.  This  time,  however,  the  trouble  had  its  origin  ci^. 
in  the  indiscreet  conduct  of  a  few  whites.  It  seems  that  w,,*^ 
some  traders  from  Albany  and  the  adjacent  settlements,  ^*^^^- 
in  going  their  yearly  rounds  among  the  diflerent  cantons 
of  the  Confederacy,  had  taken  several  Indian  children  as 
pawns  or  pledges  for  the  payment  of  the  goods  sold  to  the 
jJarents.  Notwithstanding  the  latter  came  at  the  appoint- 
ed time  to  redeem  their  children,  the  traders  refused  to 
deliver  them  up, — designing  to  keep  them  as  security  for 
future  purchases.  The  chiefs  of  the  several  tribes,  justly 
indignant  at  this  breach  of  faith,  came  in  a  body  to  Mount 
Johnson,  and  laid  their  grievances  before  the  colonel,  who 
thereupon  informed  Mr.  Clinton  of  tlieso  facts.  The  result 
wiEis  a  proclamation  from  the  governor  directing  that  the 
children  should  at  once  be  restored  to  their  homes.  Most 
of  the  traders  forthwith  obeyed,  but  a  few  were  obstinate 
and  refused  compliance.  The  French,  ev^r  ready  to  seize 
upon  anything  which  might  be  turned  to  their  advantage, 
used  this  circumstance  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  Indians, 
adducing  this  as  a  proof  that  the  English  wished  only  to 
reduce  them  to  slavery.  Finally,  however,  through  the 
exertions  of  the  colonel  all  the  children  were  restored  and 
the  wound  healed,  though  not  until  several  council 
fires  had  been  rekindled  and  many  belts  of  wampum 
exchanged. 

It  was  not  until  the  following  year  that  a  general 
exchange  of  prisoners  was  effected.  Daring  the  interval 
Colonel  Johnson  was  chiefly  occupied  in  soothing  the 
temper  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  in  preventing  thein  from 
committing  thentselves  to  the  French.  This  was  not  an 
easy  task.  The  Jesuit  priests  were  busy  among  them 
endeavoring  to  undermine  their  attachment  to  the  English ; 
for  notwithstanding  the  solemn  assurances  given  by  the 
Indians  that  these  emissaries  should  be  given  up,  a  few 
continued  to  reside  at  tiie  different  castles.  The  colo- 
nel, however,  wa's  not  'discouraged.  Well  aware  of  the 
character  of   his  opponents  he  was  not  satisfied    with 
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CHAP,  pursuing  merely  a  negative  policy,  but  set  himself 
N-v— '  vigorously  to  work  to  tliwaii;  the  machinations  going 
^^*^-  on  around  him.  He  therefore  labored  more  earnestly 
than  ever  to  strengthen  his  influence  over  the  Indians. 
At  times  I  find  him  taking  part  in  their  ceremonies  and 
condoling  with  them  upon  the  death  of  some  chief:  at 
another,  he  is  wearing  their  dress,  dancing  and  smoking 
their  pipes,  and  entering  with  scenting  zest  into  their 
games :  while  again  he  is  found  addressing  their  chiefs 
in  council,  and  instigating  an  incursion  upon  one  of  the 
French  settlements.  Yet  with  all  this  adaptation  to  their 
habits,  th^re  was  withal  a  certain  dignity  of  mien  which 
ever  commanded  respect,  and  secured  him  from  that 
fiimiliarity  which  with  the  red,  as  well  as  with  the  white 
race,  always  breeds  contempt.^ 

The  energy  of  Colonel  Johnson — always  remarkable^ 
was  perhaps  never  more  displayed  than  at  this  period  of 
his  life.  A  few  years  later  he  relinquished  business  and 
devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  service  of  the  crown.  At 
this  time,  however,  beside  the  duties  incident  to  the  care 
of  the  Indian  department,  he  was  assiduous  in  the  prose- 
cution of  his  private  business  relations.  Numerous  letters 
to  his  agents  in  London,  filled  with  orders  for  goods,  are 
still  in  existence,  copies  of  which  were  filed  away  with 
that  accuracy  which  was  so  characteristic  of  him  during 
his  entire  life.  On  the  same  day  he  is  found  ordering 
fropa  London  lead  for  the  roof  of  his  house ;  dispatching 
a  load  of  goods  to  Oswego ;  barterihg  with  the  Indians 
for  furs ;  and  writing  to  Governor  Clinton  at  length  on 
the  encroachments  of  the  French — doing  everything  with 
neatness  and  dispatch.  Yet  amid  all  the  cares  incident  to 
his  paercantile  business,  which  had  now  grown  very  exten- 


^It  was  in  this  year  that  Kalm,  the  distinguiihed  Swedish  naturalist* 
Tisited  Mount  Joboson  bearing  a  letter  of  introduction  from  Cadwalladtr 
Golden.  Johnson  received  his  Tisitpr  with  warm  and  coortlj  hospitalitj, 
and  on  his  departure  gave  him  a  letter  to  Captain  Lindesay  at  Oswego  and  fur- 
nished him  with  a  guide  to  Niagara.  Kalm  wrote  to  JohnsQn  from  Oswego 
thanking  him  warmly  for  his  kindness. 
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fiive,  he  still  retained  his  contract  for  supplying  the  garri-  chap. 
son  at  Oswego ;  while  at  the  same  time  h^  superintended  ^^.^^ 
the  militia,  attended  to  the  aflFairs  of  thd  Six  Nations,  and  ^749. 
as  "ranger  of  the  woods'*  for  Albany  county — an  office 
conferred  on  him  by  Mr.  Clinton — ^kept  a  diligent  watch 
upon  those  who  were  disposed  to  cut  down  and  carry  off 
by  stealth  the  king's  timber.  , 

It  will  readily  be  seen,  however,  that  with  all  this 
energy,  it  required  great  tact  to  maintain .  an  ascend- 
ency over  the  Iroquois.  Any  one  other  than  Johnson 
would  have  failed ;  nor  was  it  an  ordinary  mind  that 
,  could  so  successfully  baffle  the  whole  power  and  influ- 
ence of  La  Galissoni&re  and  his  wily  priests.  Indeed 
had  it  not  been  for  his  influence,  it  is  difljx^ult  to  see  how 
the  Six  Nations  at  this  period  could  have  withstood  the 
seductive  allurements  of  the  French.  By  every  appliance 
in  their  power  the  latter  strove  to  shake  their  confidence  in 
the  English-— -by  presents ;  by  the  influence  of  priests ; 
by  stories  circulated  among  them  of  English  treachery } 
by  stirring  up  petty  jealousies,-=»^in  short  nothing  which 
cunning  or  strategy  could  devise  was  neglected.  Yet  all 
these  arts,  through  the  vigilance  of  the  colonel,  signally 
failed;  and  the  Iroquois  still  continued  the  firm  allies  of 
the  English  crown. 

The  autumn  of  this  year  was  marked  by  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  French  in  Nova  Scotia,  which  were  soon 
to  plunge  the  colonies  into  another  bloody  and  disastrous 
war.  La  Jonqui^re,  the  successor  of  Galissoni^re,  had 
watched  the  English  settlement  at  Halifax  with  consider- 
able solicitude ;  and  in  November,  he  dispatched  a  party 
of  the  St.  John  and  River  Indians  against  Minas,  with  no 
other  eflfect  however,  than  the  killing  and  capturing  of 
eighteen  men.  At  the  same  time.  La  Come,  a  bloody  and 
desperate  soldier  of' fortune,  was  ordered  to  the  isthmus 
of  the  peninsula,  which  position  he  occupied  during  the 
winter,  making  his  head-quarters  at  the  village  of  Chieg- 
necto. 
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CHAP.  Anxious  to  dislodge  these  iiitrudei's,  Ctornwallis,  the 
v—,^,,-^  governor  of  .Neva  Scotia,  sent  Marjor  Lawrence  ^in  April 
1740.  with  a  force  of  four  hundred  regulars  and  rangers  upon 
this  service.  Scarcely  had  the  fleet  appeared  in  sight, 
when  La  Come  burned  the  town,  and,  retreating  across 
the  river  with  the  inhabitants,  planted  upon  its  dykes  the 
lilies  of  France.  This  position  was  too  strong  to  be 
attacked  with  any  prospect  of  success.  Major  Lawrence, 
after  holding  an  interview  with  the  French  commander,  in 
which  the  latter  avowed  his  intention  to  defend  himself 
to  the  last  extremity,  turned  the  prows  of  his  vessels 
toward  Halifax.  A  swift  vessel  conveyed  the  intelligence 
of  this  event  to  the  parent  government,  and  simultane- 
ously a  messenger  was  dispatched  to  the  colonies  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  to  inform  them  "  of  the 
audacious  proceedings  of  the  French,  and  to  invite  them 
to  join  in  punishing  La  Coriie  as  a  public  incendiary.*'^ 

England,  however,  reaped,  in  the  lukewarm  reception 
of  these  tidings  by  the  New  England  colonies,  the  first 
fruits  of  her  pusillanimous  surrender  of  Cape  Breton. 
Those  colonies  already  saw  the  folly  of  spending  so  much 
blood  and  treasure  in  aid  of  a  government  which  had 
shown  itself  so  incapable  of  profiting  by -their  victories, 
and  consequently  they  took  no  measures  for  the  defense 
of  Nova  Scotia.  In  midsummer  another  expedition  was 
planned  at  Halifax  to  retake  Chiegnecto.  The  attack  was 
successful,  though  several  of  the  English  were  killed ;  and 
thus  was  the  first  blood  shed  of  that  sanguinary  contest^ 
which  was  soon  to  involve  the  continents  6f  the  old  and 
new  world  in  such  long  and  deadly  strife.^ 

Li  May  of  this  year,  Colonel  Johnson  took  his  first  step 
toward  the  prominent  and  influential  position  which  he 
was  destined  to  occupy  in  later  years.  This  was  no  less 
than  his  appointment  by  the  crown  to  a  seat  in  his  majesty's 
council  for  the  province  of  New  York  in  the  room  of 

■    ■  ■  I  ■  ■  I  I 

t 

^  Bancroft. 
*Minot. 
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Philip  Livingston  deceased.^    A  new  phase  of  life  wasCP^p. 
now  to   open  upon  him,    in  which. a  wider  scope   was^— v-^ 
to   be   given   to  his  peculiar  and   extraordinary    talents,  ^^^* 
Hitherto,  although   he  had    been  appointed  in   1748  to 
the   command    of   tlie  Jfew  York  colonial   troops  with 
the    commission    of   colonel,  yet  he  still    occupied  the 
position  of   a  private   citizen,   fast   rising,  nevertheless, 
in  influence,    by  a  steady    attention  to    his    business. 
Henceforward  he  is  no  longer  a  citizen,  but  a  public  man. 
From  a  trader  in  furs,  daily  bartering  for  pelts  in  a  country 
store,  he  is  soon  to  become  the  most  prominent  man  in  his 
m^esty's  colonies. 

To  Johnson,  this  appointment,  though  unsought,  was 
by  no  means  a  surprise.  Mr.  Catherwood,  in  April  of  this 
year,  had  written  him  from  London,  stating  that  Governor 
Clinton  had  recommended  and  urged  his  appointment  to 
the  council  in ,  place  of  Colonel  Moore ; — "  I  urged  your 
appointment  ;'*  Mr.  Catherwood  writes,  *'  to  be  in  the  room 
of  Mr,  Livingston,  as  you  seemed  desirous  to  take  place 
next  to  Mr.  Holland;  but  Sir  Peter  Warren  secretly 
asked  it  as  a  favor  to  place  you  before  Mr.  Holland,  which 
was  not  your  own  desire,,  nor  do  I  think  it  just,  where- 
fore I  have  been  under  a  necessity  of  praying  that  Mr. 
Holland  may  take  place  according  to  his  appointment  at 
New  York.'*  Although  Mr.  Clinton's  recommendation 
undoubtedly  arose  in  part,  from  a  personal  attachment  and- 
a  desire  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  young  friend,  yet 
selfish  considerations  entered  into  it  in  a  large  measure. 
The  faction  in  the  assembly,  far  from  growing  weaker  by 
frequent  dissolutions,  had,  under  the  lead  of  the  chief 
justice,  waxed  more  powerful,  until  the  executive  was  fast 
verging  into  a  subordinate  position.  The  governor,  secure 
in  the  friendship  pf  Johnson,  hoped  by  this  measure  to 
bind  the  latter  still  more  firmly  to  his  interests  and  thus 


^  ■ 


1  Mr.  Dunlop  in  his  History  of  New  York,  makes  the  date  of  Johnson's 
appointment  to  the  council  two  years  later.  This  is  incorrect.  Johnson,  it 
is  true,  was  not  sworn  in  tiU  the  next  year. 
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CHAP,  strengthen  his  own  hands  at  the  council  board.*    Still  Mr. 

Am- 

w^^w  Clinton,  though  an  unlettered  man,  possessed  considerable 

1760.  sagacity,  and  had  he  not  seen  in  the  colonel  the  promise  of 

ability  which  would  be  of  service  to  the  crown,  he  would 

not  have  recommended  him  for  this  important  position 

merely  to  sustain  his  own  intereste.^ 

Meanwhile  the  wranglings  between  the  governor  and 
his  assembly  continued.  The  former,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, rather  than  yield  to  the  wiahes  of  the  faction,  had  in 
great  wrath  prorogued  that  body  in  1748 ;  and  by  succes- 
sive prorogations,  he  had  prevented  it  fr6m.  sitting  for 
nearly  two  years,  until  the  affairs  of  the  colony,  firom  lack 
of  funda,  were  now  in  an  alarming  condition.  The  exe- 
cutive during  this  entire  period,  had  been  wholly  destitute 
of  money  with  which  to  carry  on  the  government.  The 
post  at  Oswego  was  in  danger  of  being  given  up,  from  its 
garrison  having  threatened  to  disband  through  lack  of  pay ; 
and  the  public  credit,  by  means  of  which  funds  had  been 
obtained  for  the  defense  of  the  frontiers,  was  nearly  if  not 
quite  exhausted.  In  this  critical  juncture,  the  governor 
did  not  think  it  advisable  to  longer  delay  calling  his  legis- 
lature together.  He  therefore  declared  his  old  assembly 
dissolved  on  the  twenty-first  of  July,  and  issued  writs  for 
a  new  one  returnable  on  the  fourth  of  September.  In  his 
opening  speech  to  the  house,  Mr.  Clinton  re<^ommended 
that  immediate  provision  should  be  made  for  meeting  the 
arrearages  of  the  pay  now  long  due  to  the  gairison  at 
Oswego,  and  for  the  expenses  incurred  in  meeting  and  con^ 

^  Thus  in  a  letter  from  Gatberwood  to  Johnson  in  Maj  of  this  year  inform- 
ing him  of  his  appointment,  the  former  writes  ; — **  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
tell  you  that  jou  are  appointed  a  councillor  for  the  province  of  New  York 
pursuant  to  his  excellency's  recommendation,  and  as  he  is  Tery  ready  upon 
aU  occasions  to  oblige  his  friends,  I  hope  nothing  will  moTO  you  to  drop  your 
attachment  iuTiolable  to  him ;  but  that  you  will  try  now  as  a  member  of  the 
legislature  to  serre  him  and  yourself  with  the  assembly."  , 

'In  the  same  way,  GoTemor  Fletcher  had  raised  Schuyler  teiheooun* 
oil  board,  on  account  of  his  like  jadioioai  Indian  i«nioei. 
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gratulaiting  the  Indians  upon  the  conclusion  of  peace,  chap. 
He  informed  it  of  the  rapicl  advances  the  French  werew^r— ^ 
making  in  the  affections  of  the  Confederates,  and  the  ^^ 
urgent  necessity  there  was  for  making  larger  presents  to 
the  Indians  if  these  advances  were  to  be  successfully  met. 
He  then  urged  it  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  government  officers  long  since  due ;  and  concluded  by 
reminding  it  of  the  colony's  debt  to  Colonel  Johnson  still 
unpaid.  The  assembly  responded  to  this  address  by 
immediately  voting  the  sum  of  800  pounds  for  presents  to 
the  Indians ;  and  by  passing  two  acts— one  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  of  the  *  colony,  and  the  other  for  the 
payment  of  the  government  salaries.  It  also  allowed  the 
sum  of  X686  lis.  to  Mr.  Johnson,  for  provisions  supplied 
by  him  to  the  militia  and  regular  troops  posted  at  Oswego 
dtiring  the  previous  year  from  September  1748  to  1751. 
To' these  acts  the  governor  gave  his  consent,  although 
they  were  all  passed  in  the  same  irregular  manner  as  former- 
ly, and  in  such  a  way  as  to  encroach  upon  the  prerogative. 
Still  Mr.  Clinton  dared  not  refuse  his  assent,  dreading 
lest  his  reftisal  should  cause  the  loss  of  the  post  at  Oswego, 
which  on  account  of  its  trade  with  the  Indians  would  have 
been  equivalent  to  the  loss  of  the  friendship  of  the  Six 
Nations.^  The  assembly  shortly  .after  the  passage  of  these 
acts  was  prorogued  to  the  second  day  of  the  following  April. 
It  will  be  noticed,  however,  that  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  £686  lis.  allowed  for  provisioning  the  Oswego 
garrison  the  assembly  during  their  session  never  once  alluded 
to  the  debt  now  so  long  du^e  Colonel  Johnson.  So  cautious 
was  the  assembly,  as  we  have  already  seen,  of  doing  any- 
thing which  could  be  construed  into  yielding  to  the  wishes 
of  the  governor,  that  it  was  led  into  an  act  of  great  injust- 
ice, not  to  say  ingratitude,  in  thus  allowing  this  claim  to 
pass  unrecognized.  Especially  was  this  the  case,  since  the 
greater  part  of  the  debt  was  not  for  services  rendered, 

^  GoTemor  Clinton  to  the  boftn|  of  trade,  published  in  N.  T.   Col.   Doe.p 
TOl.  Ti. 
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CHAP,  but  for  private  advances  made  in  treating  with  the  Indians, 
wv— '  ''^nd  ill  the  defense  of  the  frontiers.  It  was  in  vain  that 
l<60.  £qj,  nearly  three  years  Governor  Clinton  in  turn  entreated 
and  besought.  It  was  to  no  purpose  that  he  represented 
the  injustice  of  allowing  Johnso;i's  services  to  be  so  poorly 
requited,  to  say  nothing  of  the  moneys  advanced  by  him 
from  his  own  funds  for  the  protection  of  the  colony.  The 
assembly,  instigated  by  the  De  Lancey  faction,  were  stub- 
born and  would  not  yield.  .There  was  also  another  influ- 
ence at  work,  which  to  a  great  extent  was  the  cause  of 
this  injustice.  It  will  be  remembered  that  jwevious  to 
the  colonel  assuming  the  supervision  of  the  Six  Nations, 
their  affairs  had  for  a  loog  time  been  entrusted  to  a  board 
of  commissioners  at  Albany.  The  commissioners  were 
mostly  Dutch ;  and  in  the  love  of  gain  so  characteristic  of 
that  nation,  they  had  used  their  office  chiefly  to  monopo* 
lixe  the  Indian  trade,  and  thus  make  it  a  source  of  great 
private  profit.  Having  finally  through  their  grasping  dis- 
position, lost  all  influence  i^ver  the  Indians,  the  governor 
committed  the  whole  management  of  Indian  affairs  to  Mr. 
Johnson.  The  commissioners  ioflamiBd  with  resentment 
at  the  loss  of  authority  which  they  had  so  long  held,  and 
the  consequent  loss  of  their  trade — no  inconsiderable 
source  of  emolument. — joined  the  faction  against  Clinton. 
Instigated  by  petty  jealousy  of  the  man  by  whom  they 
had  been  supplanted,  they  used  every  artifice  to  prevent 
his  claims  from  being  recognized.^  Various  were  the 
expedients  resorted  to  by  the  assembly  for  deferring  action 
upon  this  matter,  many  of  them  frivolous,  all  of  them 
contemptible.  Sometimes  it  was  by  directing  that  pay- 
ments should  be  made  out  of  funds  which  it  well  knew 
were  exhausted ;  and  again  it  was  by  cutting  down  his. 
accounts,  without  assigning  any  reason  for  so  doing.'  It 
even  charged  l;dm  with  peculation,  and  accused  him  of 
bringing  in  bills  for  provisions  for  the  Oswego  garrison 


1  Manuscript  letter ;  Doctor  CadwaUader  Colden  to  Colonel  Johnson. 
'Manuscript  letter;  Colonel  Johnson  to  Goyernor  CUnton. 
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which  were  never  sent.     To  such  a  length  did  the  spirit  of  chap. 
faction  lead.^     Colonel  Johnson  was  thus  placed  in  an  ex- v-v-^ 
ceedingly  embarrassing  position.     For  nearly  three  years  ^^^* 
past  he  had  himself  advanced  almost  all  the  money  needed 
for  the  defense  of  the  frontiers  and  for  treating  with  th^ 
Indians,  until  there  "was  now  d«e  him  the  sum  of  i£2000. 
Fearing  therefore  that  his  private  fortune  would  be  ruined 
should  this  draft  upon  his  funds  continue,  and  there  being 
ilo  prospefet  of  having  his  claims  and  services  recognized,  ,  . . 
he  sent  in  to  the  council  his  resignation  as  superintendent  of      ' 
Indian  affairs,*— dispatching,  at  the  same  time,  belts '  to  the  .    . 
different  Indian  castles  informing  them  that  he  »o  longer 
had  the  charge  of  their  affairs.     To  Governor  Clinton  this 
step  was  not  entirely  unesfpected,  but  among  the  Oonfede» 
rates  the  announcement,  as  was  natural,  carried  surpriM 
and  consternation ;  so  much  so  that'  that  they  made  it  the 
subject  of  a  special  belt  at  the  n«xt  council,  held  at*  Albany 
the  following  summer.' 


■.»»■*■ 


^ManuBoripi  letttr ;  Darid  Jovei  («t  this  time  tpeaker  af  th^  house)  io 
Colonel  JolinsoB. 

*  Colonel  JohnBon  to  GoTernor  Clinton. 

'  It  is  true  thst  Cadwallader  Colden  in  a  letter  to  GoTemor  Clinton  (pub- 
lished in  tiie  N,  T.  Col.  Doe.  ti,  189)  seems  to  hint  that  this  action  dn  ih^ 
part  of  Johnson,  was  unexpeotad ;  yet  in  a  manuscript  letter  before  me  from 
the  latter  to  Mr.  Clinton,  he  clearly  notifies  the  goTernor  that  he  will  not  ad- 
vance money  longer  and  must  soon  resign.  In  the  course  of  this  letter,  after 
suggesting  that  Colonel  Lydius  should  be  appointed  in  his  place,  and  giTing 
some  information  in  relation  lothe  Indians,  dohnson  adds,  "aslhieispeos 
haps  the  last  item  of  Indian  news  I  shaU  ever  have  occasion  to  trouble  your 
excellenoy  ^th,  I  should  be  Tory  glad  if  it  were  made  the  best  use  of."  In 
another  letter  to  GoTornor  Clinton,  also,  Johnson  writes,  **  there  will  be 
some  expense  attending  my  resignation  which  I  think  should  not  be  borne 
by  me."  Mr.  Colden  must  therefore  be  mistaken. 


j» 


CHAPTERXI. 
1760—1751. 

^^j^^     Peace  liad  once  more  spread  her  wings  oyer  the  Ameri- 
«•  *  can  Colonieg.    The  farmer,  hanginghifl  trusty  rifle  over  the 

175Q,  fireplace,  could  again  sow  his  fields  without  fear  of  the 
whistling  bullet  or  the  reeking  tomahawk.  The  little 
child»  clinging  no  longer  to  its  mother's  breast  in  frantic 
terror  as  the  savage  warwhoop  was  home  past  on  the  mid- 
night air,  slumbered  peacefully  in  its  cradle.  And  the 
plow)nan,  as  he  trudged  home  at  night£BLll  from  a  weaiy 
day's  work,  looked  forward  to  the  greetings  of  his  wife  and 
children,  rather  than  a  lonely  and  desolated  hearth. 

The  treaty  of  Aix  La  Chapelle,  however,  was  received 
by  the  colonies  with ^ess  satisfaction  than  mighthave been 
anticipated,  from  the  termination  of  the  bloody  war, 
which  had  for  so  long  a  period  desolated  her  frontiers. 
By  this  treaty — a  treaty  which  has  been  justly  chacacter- 
ised,  as  ^^the  most  inglorious  and  impolitic  compact  to 
which  Britain  had  acceded  since  the  revolution  of 
1688"«frit  was  agreed  that  all  conquests  which  had  been 
obtained  by  either  side,  should  be  restored.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  f(greement,  England  surrendered  Oape 
Breton  to  France,  receiving  in  return  only  a  dlight  advan- 
tage toward  the  preservation  of  that  mythical  idea — ^the 
balance  of  power.^    After  an  immense  expenditure  of 

^Tl)®  basis  of  the  treaty,  as  between  England,  France  and  Spain,  was  a 
mutii^l  release  of  all  prisoners  without  ri^nsom,  i^nd  a  restoration  of  aU 
oonc^aMts.  Silesia  was  secured  to  Fre4eriok,  and  the  hereditary  domin- 
ions of  the  empress  queen  were  guarantied  (o  her  aooording  to  the  Prag- 
matio  Sanction.  With  this  restoration  of  conquests,  the  American  oolonista 
had  tl^a  mortification  to  see  Cape  Breton,  with  the  fortress  of  Louisburg, 
■urrey^dered  back  to  France  as  an  equivalent  for  th^  towns  in  Fland«rs 
taken  by  the  French  from  the  Germans,  her  aUiee.    £ngliMi<i»  moreoT«r, 
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money;  and  after  a  b)oody  and  disastrous  war,  Eng-OHAP. 
land  came  from  the  oon vocation  at  Aix  La  Chapelle)  in  the  s-v-^ 
eyes  of  every  true  hearted  Englishman,  humbled  and  ^'^^ 
abased.  The  news  of  the  poace  was  received  by  IJew 
England,  with  even  stronger  feelings  of  indignation  than 
by  her  sister  colonies.  She  felt  that  Cape  Breton — ^for 
the  Capture  of  which  she  expended  so  much  blood  and 
treasure — ^had  been  sacrificed  merely  to  gratify  and 
sustain  the  selfish  policy  of  the  mother  country.  The 
private  correspondence  of  this  period — ^the  surest  test,  per- 
haps, of  the  real  state  of  public  opinion  in  any  age— ^ 
teems  with  the  strong  feelings  of  men,  who  feel  tiiat  they 
have  been  duped.  Especially  was  this  indignation  preva. 
lent  among  those  who  h^  served  against  the  French ;  and 
who  after  receiving  so  many  scars  in  defence  of  English 
honor,  saw  it  now  sullied  and  disgraced*' 

But  though  the  peace  between  England  andFrance  was 
now  formally  consummated,  it  required  no  prc^hetic 
vision  to  foresee,  that  in  a  short  time,  it  would  be  a  peace 
only  in  name.  In  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  no  mention 
whatever  was  made  of  the  French  encroachments  upon 
the  territory  of  the  Iroquois,  although  the  first  care  of 
England  should  have  been,  to  insist  upon  the  removal  of 
Port  Frederick  at  Crown  Point.  The  boundaries  between 
the  English  and  French  possessions,  along  the  rivers 
Mississippi  and  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  limits  even  of  Kova 
Scotia,  one  of  the  original  causes  of  the  war,  were  left 
entirely  undetermined ;  it  being  tacitly  understood,  that 
the  boundaries  should  remain  as  they  were  before  the  war.* 

-      -  -  —  — • — ■ —-  -  

had  8t9ope4  ^  s^i^cl  two  hosUtgea,  persons  of  rMik,  to  remain  in  France, 
as  a  pledge  for  this  restoration. — SmoUett ;  0ee  also  Orahame. 

^In  a  mannsoript  letter  to  Colonel  Johnson,  from  an  ofioer  who 
had  left  the  walks  ef  prirate  liii  fvt  the  armj,  oecuts  the  foUoWing 
passage.  **  N<(thing  would  giTe  me  more  pleasare  than  to  haTe  the  honor  to 
serYo  his  m^jest/,  but  believe  me  if  oyer  I  get  into  a  good  way  of  life 
again  I  shall  be  yery  cautious  how  I  quit  it." 

'  Commissioners,  it  is  true,  were  appointed  to  settle  these  boundaries, 
but  their  proceedings  were  eonducled  with  so^h  aspep^,  as  rendered  Uieir 
proceedings  a  mere  faroe. 
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cttAP.When  these  limits  were  so  iud^finite  as  to  occasion  the 
N-v-'  dispute,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  they  would  give 
1760,  QQ  more  troiible,  now  that  tiie  dispute  was  brought  to  a 
close  by  a  hollow  peace.  The  result  is  readily  seen.  Each 
government  hastened  to  occupy  as  much  land  as  possible 
ih  advance  of  the  other  ;  and  the  formation  of  the  Ohio 
company,  with  ^  grant  from  the  crown  of  six  hundred 
thousand  acres,  determined  France  to  push  forward  with 
greater  alacrity  the  bold  design  which  she  had  formed  as 
early  ba  1781,  in  erecting  Fort  Frederick  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  This  was  no  less  than  the  connecting  the  St.  Law- 
rence with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  by  a  chain  of  forts  along 
that  river  to  Detroit,  and  down  the  Ohio  to  the  Mississippi. 
In  accordance  with  this  project,  La  Galissonifere,.  in  1749, 
dejiuted  Celoron  de  Bienville  to  occupy  the  valley  of  the 
Ohio ;  and  that  officer,  pursuing  his  instructions,  proceeded 
down  the  Ohio  in  a  canoe,  burying  at  the  mouthof  every 
large  creek  a  plate  of  lead,  with  the  inscription,  that  from 
the  rise  of  the  Ohio  to  its  mouth,  the  country  belonged  to 
France;* 

But  thie  French  government,  well  aware  that  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Ohio,  would  lose  much  of  its  valuo,  so  long 
as  a  free  communication  was  open  to  the  New  England 
colonies,  resolved  to  lose  no  time  in  gaining  the  Iroquois 
as  allies,  and  thus  interpose  a  formidable  barrier  against 
the  designs  of  the  Englishv 

In  pursuance  of  this  project.  Rev.  Abbfe  Picquet,  aided 
by  the  French  government,  established,  in  1749,  a  mission 
school  On  the  St.  Lawrence,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oswegat- 
chie  river,  called  La  Presentation.* 

Francis  Picquet,  the  founder  of  this  mission,  was  a  man 
peculiarly  formed  for  this  undertaking.  A  zealous  priest 
and  a  staunch  soldier,  the  crozier  and  the  sword  were  to 
him  alike  familiar.     On  several  occasions,  he  had  accom- 

, ^  ^^^_^_^^ # 

>  Paris  Doo.  x.  9 — '*  Within  a  few  years,  one  of  these  plates,  with  the 
inscription  partial^  effaced,  has  been  found  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mus* 
kingum.**    Iforth  Amerktkn  Review  for  Jnlj,  1S89. 

*  Ogdensburgh. 
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panied  the  Indians  in  their  incursions  npon  the  English  ceap. 
settlements ;  and  was  with  the  party  that  destroyed  the  v-^-^ 
fort  at  Saratoga,  and  the  Lydius  mills.^    His  keen  mind  ^7^- 
had  early  foreseen  the  war  which  was  to  rage  so  fiercely 
between  his  nation  and  the  English;  and  he  had  long 
urged  the  policy  of  receiving  the  Six  Nations  as  allies. 
When  therefore  the  necessity  was  seen  of  cultivating  the 
friendship  of  thfe  latter,  as  a  step    toward  the  secure 
possession  of  the  west,  the  proposition  of  Picquct  to  La 
€klissoni^re,  to  establish  a  mission  for  the  conversion  of 
the  Six  Nations,  was  readily  accepted.* 

The  site  chosen  by  Picquet  for  the  mission,  evinced 
his  sagacity.*  Situated  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  between 
Oswega  and  Montreal,  the  passage  of  the  English 
into  Canada  by  this  route  could  readily  be  intercepted. 
Its  proximity  to  Lake  Ontario  served  to  aid  lind  protect 
the  posts  which  had  abeady  been  erected  on  that  lake  by 
the  French ;  while  its  fine  harbor  afibrded  a  secure  shelter, 
for  the  bateaux  that  passed  up  the  St.  I^awrence  from 
Montreal  with  supplies  fbr  the  Fi^ench  traders  at  the 
different  posts  on  the  lake.  The  establishment  of  this 
mitoion^  was  the  occasion  of  much  solicitude  on  the  part 
of  the  colonies ;  while  its  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the 
Indians  was  exceedingly  dreaded  by  Colonel  Jonhson.* 
These  apprehensions  were  not  unfounded,  for  in  the  next 
war  La  Presentation  formed  a  rendezvous,  ^m  which 
scalping  parties  were  fitted  out ;  and  which  committed 
such  depredations  along  the  N6w  York  fix)ntiet  and  the 


.mL 


1  Fort  Edward.  . 

'Picqnet  was  called  by  the  Frenoh  *^ihe  Aportle'of  the  Ir<)qaoitV  by 
tbe  English  *'  the  Jesnit  of  the^west.*' 

s  It  is  true  that  in  an  aoooont  of  the  war  from  1749 — 1700,  published  under 
the  direction  of  the  Quebec  Hist^  Soo.  in  1S96,  an  anonymous  writer  calls 
La  Presentation,  Pioquet's  FoHy  ;  bift  the  writer  eyidently  bears  such  a 
personal  enmity  against  Picquet,  that  his  authority,  oli  this  point,  is  of  no 
Talue.  « 

*  Manuscript  correspondence  between  Colonel  Johnson  and  Bfr.  Clinton/ 


■f. 


890  has  OF  an  william  johnsoh,  babTt 

• 

c|^*  Mohawk  riyer,  as  to  lead  General  Gage  to  destroy  thtf 

wv-'  place  in  1757,^ 

176a  "While  the  French  were  thus  vigorously  at  work  in  the 
north  and  west,  they  were  not  less  active  in  the  south. 
As  by  the  late  treaty,  there  was  no  pretense  for  active 
hostilities,  the  policy  of  the  French  vas  now,  to  stir  T»p 
dissensions  among  the  different  tribes  Mendly  to  tbe 
English.  By  fomenting  animosities  between  the  Indians, 
and  causing  them  to  prey  upon,  each  other,  they  hoped 
finally  to  compass  their  utter  anihilation,  and  thus  deprive 
their  ancient  enemy  of  the  aid  and  support  of  ita 
dusl^  allies — a  diabolical  plan,  well  worthy  of  the  time 
of  Nero,  but  scarcely  tQ-*be  credited  of  the  civilization  of 
the  eighteenth  century  I  While,  therefore,  Picquet  lyas 
everting  his  influence  upon  the  8ix  Nations  from  La  Pre- 
sentation, on  the  St.  Lawrence,  Jean  Coeu^  was  sent  to  the 
tribes  bordering  on, the  Ohio  and  Misi^ssippi  rivera.  The 
indomitable  perseverence  of  these  emiasariea,  wa§  for  the 
time  but  too  successful.  Through  their  influence— obtained 
by  the  lavish  use-  of  presents — the  minds  of  the  Sue 
Nations,  and  a  few  of  th'Ci  western  tribes,  became  greatly 
inflamed  against  the  Catawbas,  a  small  trib6  depending 
chiefly  upon  Virginia,  and  residing  principally,  in  the 
Carolinas;  and  they  were  again,  in -violation  of  their 
promises  to  Gkrvemor  Clinton,  preparing  for  a  devastating 
war  upon  that  peopl*.* 

Ever  alive  to  tbe  interests  of  jthe  crown,  Johnson^  early 
in  the  previous  year,  had  wrijbten  to  Cli;ito%  informing 
him  of  the  growing  }\\  feejing  of  the  Confederates  against 
the  Catawbas ;  and  had  advised  the  holding  of  ^  ooui^l, 
at  some  place  where  the  Confederates  and  the  Catawbas 
could  meet,  and  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace.*    At  about 

m     III      ■  III      ■•      I         11^       ■■  ■  II      ■  — — ^—  I »       ;  II  I         i>  11  Bill 

^Eittor^  of  SL  Lawrence  mnd  I^anklin  ComtUeMf  bj  FrankUn  B.  Hough. 

>  ManoBoript  oorreBpondenA«  beiween  Johnson  and  Clinton. 

*ii8  fkr  baok  m  Ui«  ye«r  1740,  it  wiU  be  rMnemberedi,  there  had  ))een  a 
feud  existing  between  the  Catawbas  and  the  Six  Nations.  It  had,  howerer, 
^eceme  almost  extinet  nntU  it  was  vaviTed  with «  thousand  fold  more 

■ 

intensitj  bj  Picquet  ^d  Coeur. 
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the  game  time,  Governor  Clinton  wae  also  in£3nned  by  a  chap. 
letter  from*  Goyernor  Glen  of  South  Carolina,  that  thow.,^^ 
Seneoas  had  made  several  attacks  upon  the  Catawbas,  ^^^ 
which  threatened  to  produce  very  serious  jdisturbance. 
Mr.  Glen  £u1;her  wrote,  that  the  northern  Indians  made 
the  war  upon  this  tribe  au  excuse  for  plundering  and  kill- 
ing the  negroes  and  whites;  and  that  unless  these  inroads 
were  stopped,  he  would  be  obliged  to  ofter  a  reward  for 
every  northern  Indian,  who  might  be  killed  within  the 
settlement.^ 

Aware  of  the  importance  of  nipping  in  the  bud  a  mat- 
ter which  threatened  to  involve  the  colonies  in  such  serious 
complications.  Governor  Clinton  determined  to  act  upon 
the  suggestions  of  Colonel  Johnson,  and  summon  a  coun- 
cil. In  view,  however,  of  the  active  efforts^.which  the 
French  were  making,  to  wean  the  different  Indian  nations 
throughout  the  country,  from  their  old  alliance^  he  deter- 
mined to  have  the  ei;xds  of  the  council  take  a  wider  scope ; 
and  have  a  general  meeting  of  delegates  from  all  the  colo- 
nies, at  which  some  plan  of  union  might  be  adopted,  to 
retain  in  the  British  interest^  ^11  those  Indians,  who  were 
originally  included  in  the  covenant  chain.  He  therefore 
wrote  to  the  several  governors,  requesting  that  they  would 
express  their  views  freely  upon  this  subject ;  and  that  if 
the  prc(}ect  struck  them  fiivorabiy,  they  would  appoint 
delegates  to  meet  in  June  of  the  next  year.  All  the 
governors,  with  the  exception  of  the  governor  of  Virginia 
who  did  not  youchsafe  any  reply,  responded  favorably. 
Those  of  Massachusetts,  Conn^ticut,  and  South  Carolina, 
were,  however,  the  only  o^e8  who  -entered  heartily  into  , 
the  plan.  The  governors  of  New  Hampshire  and  Penn- 
sylvania wrote,  that  they  were  fiftvorably  impressed  with 
the  idea,  but  that  their  assemblies  were  not  disposed  to 
vote  money  enbugh  to  fiimish  their  delegates  -with  presents 
for  th^  Indians ;  while  the  other  governors,  likewise  ham- 
pered by  their  assemblies,  were  still  more  lukewarm,  and 
still  less  disposed  to  enter  into  tbe  anangement. 


I  «i 


1  QoTwnor  Glea  to  GoTomor  Cttnton,  7th  Jnly,  1760. 
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CBAP,  ^Notwithstanding  these  discouragements.  Governor 
w^^  Clinton  announced  his  intention  of  meeting  •  the  Six 
1T60.  Nations  at  Albany  the  following  year,  &ad  so  infonned. 
Colonel  Johnson.  The  latter  immediately  summoned 
both  of  the  Mohawk  castles  together,  .and  in  a  speech, 
informed  the  Indians  of  the  governor's  intention  of  meet- 
ing them  in  council,  the  following  year  at  Albany.  The 
object  of  the  council,  he  told  them,  was  to  a^rd  the  Six 
Nations  the  opportunity  of  making  a  peace  with  the 
Catawbas,  with  whom  they  had  been  at  war  for  some  time. 
He  represented  to  them,  how  wrong  it'  was  to  war  against 
a  tribe  that  they  had  agreed  to  be  at  peace  with,  according 
to  the  treaty  of  1740 ;  and  closed  with  a  request,  that  they 
would  choose  their  delegates  to  represent  them  in  the 
approaching  council.  The  Mohawks,  in  the  name  of  the 
Confederacy,  replied,  that  they  would  consent  to  a  treaty, 
provided  that  the  Catawbas  would  send  six  of  tfieir 
sachems  to  meet  and  confer  with  their  chiefs  at  Albany.^ 
Shortly  after  this  preliminary  conference,  Thomas  Lee, 
president  of  the  council  in  Virginia,  sent  a  message  to 
the  Six  Nations,  desiring  them  to  meet  the  Catawtas  in 
Fredricksburgh,  and  receive  the  presents,  which  the 
governor  of  Virginia,  on  the  part  of  his  majesty,  desired 
to  give  them.  The  Six  Nations,  however,  feeling  that 
they  were  the  aggrieved  party,  thought  the  CatawbaH  ought, 
instead,  to  come  and  meet  them ;  and  in  their  answer, 
desired  the  governor  of  Virginia  **  to  move  his  council  fire 
to  Albany,  where  they  would  gladly  hear  him,  and  receive 
the  presents  sent  by  his  majesty." 
1751.      The  preliminary  conferences  opened  on  the  twenty- 

4 

^  In  the  treaty  of  Laneailter,  in  1744,  between  the  proTtnoes  of  MaryUnd 
luid  Virginia  and  the  Six  Nations,  dcoiura  i^iia  passage,  spoken  by  a  saohom 
of  the  Six  Nations:  <*  You  oharge.us  with  not  acting  according  to  our  peace 
with  the  Catawbas.  We  will  repeat  to  jou  ^iilj  what  was  done.  The 
governor  of  New  York,  at  Albany,  gave  as  sereral  belts  of  wampum  from 
the  Cherokees  and  Catowbas,  And  we  agreed  to  a  peace,  if  those  natiops 
wouM  send  some  of  their  griaat  men  to  vs  to  confirm  it  Dmc  to  fikOOi  *  *  * 
but  they  nerer  eame."-*-(7o(^'t  ffittory  qf  th9  Six  Natiom. 


.  i 
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eighth  of  June.  ComTni88ioner&  from  the  colonies  of  chap. 
Massachusetts/ Connecticut,  and  South  Carolina  were  inv.:^^ 
attendance.  Governor  Clinton  was  also  present,  accom-  ^"^^^^ 
panled  by  Doctor  Colden,  J^mes  Alexander,  James  ^e 
Lancey  and  Edward  Holland,  membera  of  the  executive 
council.  William  Bull,  the  commissioner  from  South 
Carolina,  and  one  of  the  counsellors  of  that  province, 
broMght  with  him  the  king  of  the  Catawbas,  and  five  of 
their  sachems,  who  cattie  on  behalf  of  their  people  to  treat 
with  the  Six  Nations.  The  first  day  was  chiefly  taken 
up  in  treating  with  a  party  of  Michillimackinac  and 
Caughnawaga  Indians,  who,  chancing  to  be  in  the  vicinity 
at  this  time,  came  in  their  canoes  to  Albany,  ^'  as  a  com- 
pliment," as  thfey  expressed  it,  *Ho  his  excellency;'** — 
while  by  the  Six  Nations,  this  interval  was  occupied  in 
various  forms  and  ceremonies  usual  when  entering  upon 
a  solemn  and  lasting  treaty.  * 

Early  on  the  following  morning,  the  Six  Nations  waited 
upon  the  governor,  and  desired  a  private  interview.  It 
was  their  wish,  they  said,  to  speak  with  him  before  the 
'general  council  was  opened,  upon  a  matter  which  had 
been  discussed  that  morning  in  their  private  deliberationa* 
The  audience  was,  of  course,  granted,  and  as  soon  as  the 
delegation  was  admitted,  Hendrik,  the  Mohawk,  proceeded 
to  explain  the  object  of  their  visit.  They  had  come  to 
consult  with  their  Brother  C6rlear  in  relation  to  Colonel 
Johnson.  When  the  war  broke  out,  he  had  been  recom^ 
•mended  to  them  by  his  excellency,  who  had  then  told  them 
that  whatever  the  colonel  said  to  thenji  they  might  rely  oh 
as  coming  from  himself.  Moreover,  as  they  Jiad  no  hand 
in  his  appointment  to  the  charge  of  their  afiSurs,  so 
neither  had  they  been  instrumental  in  his  resignation ;  and 
he  might  judge  therefore  how  shocked  they  were,  on 
receiving  from  Mr.  Johnson  a  belt  notifying  them  of  his 

■  III*  ■■  m  •  ,-■      -      ■  ■  — ■^-^— ^--"^— ^— "~ 

I 

1  The  Caughnawagas,  at  the  same  time,  said  that  thej  would  immediatelj 
Itaye  the  oitj ;  but  so  dilatory  were  they,  that  Mr.  Clinton  was  obliged  to 
send  the  Sheri^  to  expedite  their  departure. 

50 
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CHAP,  intention  to  give  up  the  caro^f  their  affairs.  *'We  had 
v—y— /him,"  he  continued,  "in  war,  when  he  was  like  a  tree  that 
1761.  grew  for  our  use,  which  now  seems  tp  be  falling  down, 
though  it  haB  many  roots.  His  knpwledge  of  our  affairs 
made  us  think  him  an  Indian  lika  ourselves ;  and  we  are 
greatly  afraid,  as  he  has  declined,  that  your  excellency  will 
appoint  some  person — a  stranger  both  to  us  and  our  affairs." 
They  therefore  desired  the  governor  to  immediately  rein- 
state the  colonel,  and  let  them  know  his  decision  as 
soon  as  possible-—"  for,"  added  tjie  Mohawk  sachem,  "he 
has  large  ears,  and  heareth  a  great  deal ;  and  what  he  hears 
he  tells  to.  us.  He  has  also  large  eyes,  and  sees  a  great 
way,  and  conceals  nothing  frqjn  us."  In  his  reply,  on  the 
following  day,  Mr.  Clinton  stated  that  the  recent  action  of 
Colonel  Johnson  had  been  t^ken  contrary  to  his  desire, 
and  that  his  absence  at  this  time  was  entirely  unexpected, 
inasmucli  as  he  had  promised  to  be  present  and  assist  him 
with  his  advice.  But  since  he  absolutely  refused  to  take 
BXij  farther  charge  of  their  affairs,  he  could  not  help  it, 
and  he  should  therefore  be  obliged  to  appoint  some  other 
in  his  place.  They  might,  however,  rest  assured,  that  in 
the  appointment  of  a  successor,  he  should  be  governed 
solely  by  a  desire  to  promote  their  welfare  which  he  had 
truly  at  heart  "  You  have  more  reason,"  added  Mr.  Clin- 
ton "to  trust  me  in  this,  since  Colonel  Johnson,  by  whom 
you  have  been  so  well  cared  for,  was  jny  own  selection."  * 
The  answer  of  the  Indians  was  eh^racteri8tic.  They  told 
the  governor  that  one-half  of  Colqnei  Jol^lson  belonged 
to  his  excellency,  and  tlie  other  to  t^em ;  ^n4  that  since  he 
could  not  prevail  on  the  colonel  to  pome  down,  they  begged 
permission  to  try  their  influence  by  sending  a  piessa|;e  to 
him  with  a  string  of  wtoipum.  This  request  having  beei^ 
granted,  provided  they  were  as  expeditious  as  possible, 
Hendrik  immediately  dispatched  a  fleet  runner  to  Mpunt 
Johnson,  with  the  remark  that "  he  would  go  sooner  than  4 
horse." 

^  ManuBeript  ooanoU  mmities. 
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Colonel  Johnson,  who  was  already  on  his  way  to  the  chap. 
council,  met  the  Indian  messenger  near  Schenectady;  and  w^.^ 
on  his  arrival  in  Albany,  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  Clinton  17W. 
of  the  state  of  feeling  among  the  Confederates,  and  in 
behalf  of  his  majesty's  council,  earnestly  requested  to 
continue  in  the  eharge  of  their  afiairs.  To  this  request, 
the  colonel,  who  felt  too  much  hurt  at  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  been  treated  by  the  assembly  to  change  his  resolu- 
tion, gave  a  court^us  but  decided  refusal.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  his  reasons  for  this  course  were  given  in 
fiilL  It  was  impossible,  he  said,  to  continue  longer  in  the 
management  of  Indian  affairs,  without  great  ^detriment,  if 
not  ruin,  to  his  private  fortune.  It  ^as  well  known  that 
prior  to  the  third  day  of  I^ovember,  1748,  he  had  advanced 
fi*om  his  own  purse,  for  the  Indian  department  and  the 
supply  of  the  garrison  at  Oswego-— after  others  had  declined 
supplying  that  post  l>eoause  of  the  Wie^r-^the  sum  of 
£l^m88.2d.;  and  that  of  this  amount,  although  the  items 
had  all  been  duly  sworn  to  by  him  and  delivered  into  the 
assembly,  that  body  had  made  provision  only  for  X6,801, 7*. 
4££.,  leaving  due  a  balance  of  £1,375 169. 10^.,  for  which  no 
provision  had  as  yet  been  madei  He  farther  stated,  that 
of  this  X5,801  7^.  4d.^  for  which  he  had  received  warrants 
on  the  treasurer  Several  years  since,  there  remained  X2,401 
Btill  unpaid,  and  that  too,  although  he  had  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Oewego  duties — ^the  fund  out  of  whioh 
those  warrants  were-  paid — ^were  amply  sufficient  to  pay 
all  drafts  made  upon  it.  This  state  of  things  was  also  the 
more*'  galling,  since  he  was  well  aware  that  warrants  to 
others,  of  a  much  later  date  than,  his  own,  had  been  paid 
without  any  hesitation ;  while  at  t^e  same  time,  no  steps 
had  been  taken  to  compensate  him  fpr  this  delay  in  the 
payment  of  these  advances.  He  also  reminded  Mr.  Clin- 
ton, that  in  addition,  to  all  thi^,  he  had  advanced,  at  his 
excellency*a  request,  since  the  third  day  of  November 
1748,  for  the  same  objects,  the  farther  sum  of  X595  125.  8e?., 
of  which  he  had  received  no  part,  nor  did  he  know  of  any  * 
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CHAP,  provision  made  to  meet  it.  In  view  therefore  of  all  these 
w^  considerations,  while  he  entertained'  the  kindest  feelings 
1761.  toward  the  government,  he  cfould  not,  in  justice  to 
himself,  continue  longer  in  the  Indian  depailanent — 
especially  since  he  could  have  no  reason  to  depend  on  tlie 
assembly  to  provide  f(yr  future  advances.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  he  expressed  his  willingness  to  render  all 
assistance,  in  an  individual  capacity,  during  the  present 
treaty.  *  * 

The  colonel's  answer  having  been  laid  before  the  coun- 
cil, the  latter  desired  the  governor  to  exercise  a  supervision 
of  Indian  affairs  during  the  treaty  now  in  progress.  At 
the  same  time,  it  requested  him  to  lay' before  the  crown 
the  "  uncommon  and  great  sufferings,  which  Colonel  John- 
spn  had  sustained*'  in  its  behalf,  and  recommend  that 
suitable  recompense  be  given  him,  not  only  for  the  money 
wliich  he  had  advanced,  but  likewise  for  his  pei*sonai 
services,  for  Which  he  had  made  no  chaise. 

Although  the  colonel  had  been  appointed  to  his  majesty's 
council  in  April  of  the  previous  yeary  yet  it  had  not  been 

f 

'convenient  for  him  until  now  to  take  the  oaths  of  ofBce. 
The  usual  oaths  were  accordingly  administered  at  this  time, 
and  he  thereupon  took  his  seat  at  the  council  board, — a 
seat  which  he  continued  to  fill  until  his  decease. 
'  Everything  being  how  in  readiness,  Mr.  Clinton  opened 
the  council  on  the  sixth  of  July,  with  a  short  speech  to 
the  Six  Nations,  ih  which  the  object  of  the  present  meet- 
ing was  fully  set  forth.  It  was,  he  said,  to  brighten  and 
Strengthen  the  covenant  chain,  that  it  might  endure  fbr  all 
time  against  the  designs  of  their  enemies.  The  governor 
of  Cahada,  especially,  was  endeavoring  to  break  this  chain, 
by  obstructing  the  trade  between  Albany  and  those  distant 
Indians  who  passed  through  their  country.  "Another 
artifice,"  he  continued,  "which  the  enemies  of  our  covenant 
chain  make  use  of,  is,  to  excite  Variance  and  war  between 

the  several  Indian  nations  that  are  united  with  your 

*   -  -       '    ■ .  ■ .  -  — ■ —  ■  ■ .  — — — . — ~ 

1  Manuscript  council  minutes* 
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bixjthfeii  the  English,  in  the  several  parts  of  this  great  cwa>^ 
continent.  Nothing  can  so  efieetually  weaken  and  at  lastw^^*^ 
entirely  destroy  the  brethren,  as  their  falling  out  among  ^^^^' 
themselves,  and  eventually  killing  and  destroying  one 
another.  This  is  doing  the  work  of  your  enemies ;  while 
they  sit  looking  on  and  laugh  at  your  folly.  K  all  the 
Indian  Kations,  united  in  friendship  with  Carolina,  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  this  government,  Con* 
neeticut,  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Kew  Hampshire,  were 
truly  and  firmly  united  in  the  same  councils,  with  love  and 
friendship,  how  great  would  that  power  be,  what  dread 
must  it  strike  on  your  enemies,  and  who  would  dare 
attempt  to  hurt  them.  In  order  to  accomplish  this  so  much 
to  be  desired  union,  I  have  'prevailed  upon  the  governor 
of  South  Carolina  to  send  a  gentleman  to  this  place,  whom 
you  now  see  here,  and  to  send  with  him  six  of  the  chie& 
of  the  Catawbas,  who  are.now  in  this  city  ready  to  make 
peace  with  you  and  to  become  your  fast  friends,  and  to 
unite  with  you  in  our  common  cause — as  in  your  former 
treaties  in.  this  place,  you  desired  and  solemnly  promised 
to  receive  them  as  one  flesh  and  blood  with  you  on  their 
coming  to  it.  I  therefore,  by  this  belt,  excite  you  to  lay 
hold  of  the  proffered  peace  and  friendship  with  the  Cataw- 
ba9.  It  must  tend  to  strengthen  the  covenant  chain  and 
the  eommon  interest  of  us  alL  I  can  no  longer  bear  to 
see  those  who  are  our  brethren,  killing  and  destroying  one 
another,  and  therefore  I  cannot  doubt  of  your  tsheerMly 
agreeing  to  what  I  now  propose.". 

Two  days  afterward,  the  Confederates  replied  that  as 
the  commissioners  came  to  renew  the  covenant  chain  with 
the  Bix  Nations,  they  also  were  there  for  the  same  purpose ; 
and  that  ap  it  was  the  wish  of  their  brother  Corlear,  that 
they  should  make  peace  with  the  Catawbas^  they  would 
see  and  talk  with  them  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Bull  then 
rose,  and  read  a  letter  from  the  governor  of  South  Carolina, 
expressive  of  his  good  will,  and  of  his  hopes  that  they 
Vould  conclude  a  treafy  with  the  Catawbas  And  keep  the 
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.CHAP,  covenant  chain  ever  bright  and  free  from  rust.  He  fol- 
w^w  lowed  the  reading  of  the  letter  by  a  few  remarks  in  a 
17^^-  pleasant  strain,  closing  as  follows :  "We  have  heard  what 
his  excellency,  Governor  Clinton  has  said  concerning  a 
peace,  and  what  his  excellency,  the  governor  of  South 
Carolina,  has  written  to  you,  and  also  what  I  have  now  said. 
Tou  will  hear  next  what  the  chiefs  of  the  Catawbas,  who 
came  here  with  me  will  say.  They  came  to  this'  council 
fire  at  Albany,  to  meet  you,  in  order  to  make  peace  with 
you.  They  know  it  is  the  desire  of  the  English  that  peace 
should  be  made  between  you,  and  you  know  it  is  the  desire 
of.  the  English,  also.  To  open  your  ears,  I  give  you  this 
belt  of  wampum." 

As  soon  as  the  South  Carolina  commissioner  had 
finished,  the  Catawba  king  and  his  chiefs  approexshed  th^ 
grand  coimcil  singing  a  song  of  peace;  their  ensigns^ 
(colored  feathers)  being  borne  horizontally.  "Every  one 
present  admired  the  decorum  and  dignity  of  their  behavior, 
as  well  as  the  solemn  air  of  their  songw  A  seat  was  pre- 
pared for  them  at  the  right  hand  of  the  governor's  com- 
pany. Their  two  singers,  with  the  two  ensigns  of  feathers, 
continued  their  song,  half  .fronting  to  the  centre  of  the 
old  sachetns,  to  whom  they  addreased  their  song,  and 
pointed  their  feathers,  shaking  their  musical  calabashes, 
while  the  Catawba  king  was  busily  pi'eparing  and  ligfatiiig  , 
the  calumet  of  peace.  The  king  first  smoked,  and  pre- 
sented the  calumet  to  Hendrik,  who  gracefully  accepted 
it  and  smoked.  The  king  then  passed  the  pipe  to  each 
sachem  in  the  front  rank,  and  several  in  the  second  rank 
reached  to  receive  it  from  him,  to  smoke  also.  The 
Catawba  singers  then  ceased,  and  fiistened  their feathers, 
calumets,  and  calabashes  to  the  tent  pole;  after  which  the 
Idng  stood  up  and  advancing,  thus  addressed  ihe  Six 
Nations"^  *   •  . 

'^  Friends:  I^  last  year,  with  the  advice  of  my  great  men, 

^  TMa  desoriptioii  is  taken  from  Dra^jrtan  to  whom  it  was  related  by  an  iqce 
s  *  witness. 
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determined  to  make  a  peace  with  you,  and  set  out  for  that  c^. 
purpose,  but  was  taken  sick  by  the  way,  which  hindered  wv-* 
me.     The  same  resolution  remained  in  my  heai-t,  and  the  ^^^^* 
governor  of  Carolina,  agreeing  with  me,  consented  to  send 
a  vessel  to  New  York,  that  we  might  meet  you  here  at  this 
treaty,  which  greatly  rejoiced  me,  and  when  I  came  away 
my  towns  all  shook  hands  with  me,  and  desired  me,  for 
them,  to  make  a  peace ;  and  I  give  this  belt,  which  has  all 
my  towns  upon  it,  signifying  that  they  all  join  in  my  desire. 

We  are  all  fi4ends  to  the  English  and  desire  to  be  so 
with  our  brethren  the  Six  Nations;  and  as  some  of  your 
people  are  now  out,  that  do  not  know  of  the  peace,  when 
they  ^re  all  returned,  and  the  path  clear  and  safe,  I  will 
come  to  yonr  towns  and  houses,  and  smoke  with  you,  as  I 
would  In  my  own.*'  ^ 

The  king  of  the  Oatawbas,  and  the  saqhems  with  him, 
then  advanced  and  shook  hands  with  the  Six  Nations,  who 
thereupon  replied : 

"  Brethren :  We-are  glad  to  see  you  here,  arid  return  you  j 

iiianks  for  your  kind  speech.  Bnt  as  it  is  a  thing  of 
moment,  we  must  take  time  to  consider  of  it,  and  shall 
answer  you  this  evening  or  to-morrow  morning." 

It  was  not,  however,  until  the  tenth,  that  the  Confede- 
cateewere  ready  to  give  their  answer;  when  (their  chief 
sachem,  having  lighted  a.  pipe  and  handed  it  to  the  Cataw- 
bas,  thus  ^>oke: 

Brethren  the  Gatawbagf  Yox^  came  to  our  towns  and  fires 
to  make  peace  with  us,  and  we  have  heard  your  kind  speech, 
and  thank  you  for  it,  apd  as  a  token  that  you  came  to 
make  peace,  and  were  received  as  our  fiiends,  we  give  you 
this  white  belt  of  wampum,  to  wear  ^bout  your  necks,  that 
all  that  see  it,  may  know  that  you  have  been  here  and  were 
received  as  our,  friends. 

This  belt  serves  to  make  yoi^  n^re  ppwerfiil,  and  give 
you  short  horns ;  it  has  been  a  eu8t(»m  among  all  Indian 
nations,  that  when  they  come  to  sue  for  peace,  they  bring 

^Coiiiieilinltititeir. 
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c^.  some  prisoners  with  them,  and  when  you  return  with 

>-v— '  prisoners,  the  peace  shall  bo  completed,  and  your  horns 

^'^^'  lengthened,  and  we  give  you  a  year  to  return  with  your 

prisoners,  and  if  you  do  not  come  in  that  time,  we  shall 

look  upon  the  peace  as  void. 

We  will  take  your  pipe  up  to  the  Mohawk's  castles, 
being  the  first  town  you  came  to,  as  it  were,  and  there  sit 
and  smoke.,  and  think  of  you,  and  not  go  out  to  war,  if 
you  return  within  the  time  appointed  by  tis.-' 

The  treaty  having  been  thus  made.  Governor  Clinton 
distributed  the  presents,  brought  by  the  commissioQers, 
among  the  Indians,  and  the  council  was  formally  dismissed ; 
but  not  until  "  the  hatchet  was  buried  irrecoverably  deep, 
and  a  tree  of  peace  planted,  which  was  to  be  green  aa  the 
Alleganies,  and  to  spread  its  branches  till  it» shadow  should 
reach  from  the  great  lakes  to  the  gtdf  of  Mexico."  *    - 

The  general  effect  of  this  council,  upon  the  Indians  at 
least,  was  satisfactory.  Although  Governor  Clinton  wasun* 
successfal  in  persuading  the  several  colonies  to  join  in  an 
■.^  alliance  against  the  machinations  of  the  French,  yet  the 
main  object — that  of  prevailing  upon  the  Six  Kations  to 
conclude  a  treaty  with  the  Catawbas — ^was  accomplished. 
Early  in  June  of  the  following  year,  the  Catawbas,  desi- 
rous of  performing  their  part  of  the  agreement,  sent  to  the 
Confederates  a  Cayuga  prisoner  in  charge  of  four  of  their 
warriors  ;  and  thus  the  feeling  of  hatred  entertained  by  the 
Six  Nations  toward  that  nation — ^which  had  been  so  bitter 
before  the  treaty,  as  to  cause  the  confinement  of  the 
Catawba  chiefs  in  a  separate  apartment — ^was  now  changed 
to  that  of  cordial  friendship. ' 

.  I  ■!  ■<!  <.  .11  111 II  III!  » 

^Bancroft. 

*  Manuscript  letter :  John  OgiWie  to  Colonel  Johnson.  The  Catawbas,  at 
the  time  of  the  treaty,  held  in  captiyity  three  of  the  iSix  Nations  ;  but  during 
the  year  one  had  died,  and  the  other  refused  to  come  bj  6ea,  preferring  to 
remain  in^  South  Carolini^  until  he  could  oome  by  iKn^.'-^Ocvernor  Olm  t9 
Governor  CUnton, 

Shortly  after  the  arriyal  of  the  Catawba  brayee,  Johnson  wrote  to  Clin- 
ton, that  the  peace  between  that  people  and  the  Confederiitea  wM.lblly 
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Previotfs  to  tis  *  departure  fbr  Albany^  Mr.  Clinton  liad  qhapv 
re(]fue8ted  a  farther  appik)priation  for  Indian  preseivte  in  w^^ 
addition  to  the  sum  <^crt:ed  at  a  fanner  sepgion ;  and  the  ^^^^* 
legiBlafure,  in  a  better  ^irit  than  nsual^  bad  at  that  time 
promised  to  supply  any  deficiency  in  that  regard,  which 
might  arise,  in  brightening  the '  covenant-chain  with  the 
Six  Ifatipns.    In  the  ftJl  sessibn  of  the  assembly,  hctwevet*, 
the  spirit  of  factioil  wa^'  again  manifest,  iiotwithstanding 
three  of  tjie  chief  l^ders  of  the  oppositioiii  had  died  sinc^  ^ 

its  last  «itting-^Mr.  Clarkson^  Mn  Fhllipse  and  Mr.  Ml* 
chaiix.  In  his  opening  message,  on  th^  eighth  of  Ootoberf 
Mr.  Clinton  communicated  to'  the  house  the  result.of  the 
late*  treaty.     The  Y'esigftatian  of  OolOnelJohnsOnwi^s  <^  ' 

tribdted  to  its  neglig-eno^  in  omitting  to  pa^s  bills  adequate 
for  the  support  of  the  Indian^  d^rartment ;  and  thedeaigne  •* 

of  the  French,  and  th6  consequent  importanoe  of»  sending      »      '* 
agents  to 'the  distaht  western  tribes,  urged.    The,  message 
cLosed  by  asking  for  the  usual  supplies  for  the  mainten<»  ^  •  • 

ance  of  the  government.   ,•  .;  ^jj 

The  house  in  its'anfcwer,  tJie  following  day^  said  that  it 
VrtruW  cheerftilly  provide  for  the  support  af  his  majesty's  ' 
government,  and  maker  provision  for  aH  the  just  debtsthat,    ' .  *  .^ 
on  examination,  should  be  found  chargi^ble  on  ti^  colony ;  t^  ^ 

that  it  was  well  a^are  .that  ihe  security  of  the  coloiiie? 
depended,  in  a^great  degi^di,  upon  the  ^deliiy  of  the 
Indians,  but  it  had  hoped  that  the  suin  of -one  thousand 
pounds,  voted  for  that  purpose/  would  have  be^n  amply 
BufficieM  to  ^lace  the  Indiasi'  affairs  on  sueh  a  basis,  as  to 
render  a  farther  sum  unnecessary. ,  >In  the  mean' time, 'the 
Several  particulars  of  his  excellency's  speech  should  be  at- 
tentively considered,  and' that  whicft  w^  judged  best  for 
his  mi^esty's  'service,  and  fot  the  welfhre  of  the  colony, 
Bhould  be  done.    Fi)aally,  it  TemTnd^d'hi8  excellency,  that 

mafay  of  tlie  membets  bad  not  been  xiotified  fey  the  usufd 

*'  •  .J  •  * 

III  I  •      i    O  ■  ■  ■  ■!  ■■.»[■        I  !■      « .     ;      f    ^    ,  ^       t  «      t       ■ 


r{ttified  ;  and  that  the  Oat^wbas  had  reiumed  into  their,  own  country, 
OQFted  by  f  ereral  Iroquois  warriors,  who  had  Tolttnieered  to  'see  tiienysaMy 
tJirough  those  i^»tionSy  who  might  not  harf  heard  of  the  r«tfeat  peM^. 
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CR4P.  circular  letters  of  the  preBe^t  BeBaiou  of  the  assembly,  a 
wv*-'  circumstaxKje  which  it  hoped  would  not  again  oc(Jur.    Mr, 
1761.  Clinton,  in  his  answer,,  stated  that  while  it  was  true  that 
the  presents  which  he  had. given  the  Indians,  at  Albany, 
had  produced  a  fayorkble  efiec^  yet,  unless  the  expena^ 
of  daily  providing  for  thorn  was  met,  the  good  impression 
'     made  at  that  time  would  soon  be  obliterated  by  the  iFrench 
priests.     He  also  promised  to  lay  before  the.  assembly  in  % 
•  few  days  inibr)Bation  lately  received  upon  this  point,  wbich 

would  render  his  remarks  more  clear.  AJluding  to  the 
thousand  pounds  to  which  refe^enee.^  had  been  made, 
nothing,  he  said,  would  give  him  greater  pleasure  than  to 
send  dgwn  to  the  !bouse  a  full  account  of  the  nuqmer  in 
which,  it  had  been  expended ;  and  as  <to  the  neglect|  of 
'*  which  he  had  beesa  accused,  in  not  notifying  the  members, 

it  was  not  true,  as  Us  deputy,  secretary  had  sentJettere  to 
•  '^   all  the  members,  with  the  exception  of  the  speaker.    He 
^  ^'r  ^.     ..  ftrdier  added^  in  conclusion,  that  he  had  n^e  this  expla» 
^s,  ^  '.    nation  to  show  how  entirely  he  was  infljiieiiced  by  the  dip- 
•  '  eire  of  advanciBg  the  security  and.  welfare  of  the  colony.^ 
'y*   •  In  accordance » with  his  psomise,  Mr.  Clinton,  on  the 

,!•  ^  ?  ninth,  sent  to. the  house  the  accounts  relatmg  to.the/dis- 
I  X^V  position  of  the.  thousand  pounds,  ik^companied  with  ez- 
tracts'^rom  the  minutea  of  the  late  counciL' 
.  On  the  thirteenth  of  September,  Mr.  Clinton  had 
laid  before  his  privy  council  letters  from  Colonel  Jobj\' 
•on  and>  Captain  Stoddard^  the  contents  of.  which  were 
indeed  startling.  From  a  J^rench  deserter  the  iJolonel 
learned  that  a  convoy  of  twelve  hypdred  French,  ac- 
companied'by  two  hundred  Adirondack  Indians,  h^ 
passed  by  Oswego  about  -a  fortnight  before,  with  the  ob- 
ject, so  fiEtr  as  eoQld  be  ascertained,  of  cutting  off  tho^ 
western  tribes  Mendly  to  the  English,  and  driving  o^the 
Pennsylvania  traders,  who  w^re  erecting  trading  posts  on 
the  Ohio.    Captain.  Stoddard's  letter,  also,  confirmed  *this 
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intelligence.    Johnsoi^  farther  wi9to>  tliat  6n  the  reoep-  crap* 
tbon  of  this  news,  he  had  i|ninediately  dispatched  &  nies-  vl^^^ 
senger,  in  the  gOTemor's  name,  with  a  b^lt  of  wampum,  ^^i- 
to  all  the  castlee  of  the  Six  Nations,  informing  them  of  the 
march  of  the  French.    Letters  arrived,  at  nearly  theeame 
time,  from  Lieutenant  Lindesay^  in  ccHnmand  at  Oswego, 
to  the  effect  that  a  Cayuga  sachem  had  arrived  ^m  the 
Missestfagae,  bringing  the  intelligence  that  the  French 
were  building  a  large  vessel  at  Cadaracqui,  with  the  de- 
rfgn  of  attacking  his  post;^    Cities  of  these  -Letteri^  Mr. 
Clinton  n<9w  laid  before  the'  assembly^  for  its  perusal 
and  carefiil  consideration*  -  « 

The'  apparent  good  temper,  however,  with  iffhich  the 
proceedingi^  between  the  executive  .and  the  assembly  h^ 
thus  far  been  conducted,  was  destined  to  be  of  short  du- 
fstion.    The  hous^  having  on  the  sixteentli  sent  up  to        ;.•  « 
the  oouticil  for  its  approval  ^^  an  act  for  paying  49e\(eniLd6?   ~;^-''*  3> 
mands  made  on^  the  colony/'  the  latter  replied)  on  the     yi*iJ^'* 
eighteenth,  by  sending  ColoaelJohnson  to  request  of  thftt    "^  #^{7!' 
body  the  vouchers  foe  the  seve^  demands  provided^  tat   J^  ^^j^^  ^ 
in  the  bilL    This  was.  applying  the  torch  to  the  powder.  ;  v*  v     *  ^ 
^e-  hous^   flamed  at  once.     It  immediately  resolved,  '^'V^JI^ 
thiit  ^^  the  .demand  was  of  an  extraordiilaiy  a»d  unprece-        *'  fpr  ^ 
dented  nature.;"  and  that  its  c^)n8ideratioii  should  be  pest* 
pbned  t^itil  after  the  first  of  the  enmiing  May^    No  socmer 
had  this'  action  been  communicated  to  the  council, 'wh^n 
they,  in  turn,  becoming  indignant^  resolved  that  it  WM 


»■ . 


1  John  Liadeiay,  founder  of  the  Cherry  Vallej  qettlemei^t,  wM  a  nature  of 
Scotland,  and  in  December,  ITdO,  reeeWed  from  \ii  oonntrymAn^  Goveniot 
Ifontgomerie,  the  oommisnoB  of  naral  officer  fair  ^  port  ff  Neir  Tc^k. 
He  iUed  Varioms  other  important  offieei^  uiiil,4n  1744,  Hr,  Iiindaefl/  asf 
famed  the  eommand  of  the  fort  at  Oewflgo,  Lieutenant ConyreT^  redgai^g 
in  hie  faTor.  In  1747,  at  the  request  of  the  Oewego  tradere  and  the  Sis 
Nations,  Lieutenant  Lindeeaywae  continued  in  comxiiand  ef  that  pVMrt'tiiitll 
174^,  when  he  was  appointed  Lsdimn  tfonimissarj  amd  igeot  4br  Osn^tego, 
which  latter  iituation  he  retoined  ualil  his  deaths  which  oecmrrM  in  tht 
latter  paH  ^f  this  year.  At  the  time  cf  hitf  death,  Mr.  Lindsay  was  /t 
lieutenant  in  Captam  Clark's  cempany  of  Iadq[>endent  £ttsileers.-«(7af^ 


»» 
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caAP.tiieir  unqucationable  right  to  call,  for  the  vjoucjiers ;  ioasr' 
v-v— '  milch  aa  the  swaxj  sufficient  for  the  depiand,  was  to  cox^e 
^^^^'  out  'of  the  royal  i*evenue,  and  that  their  consent  was  there- 
fore necessary*    They  also  reeolv.ed,  that  they  would  not 
proceed  on  the  bill  until  the  vouchers  appe^Ved  beforp 
them ;  and  at  the  same  sitting,  in  bo  very  amiable  state 
of  mind,  sent  Colonel  Johnson  again  to  the  house  with  a 
bill  of  their  own,  for  "  applying  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  for  the  management  of  Indian  afiairs,  and  for 
repairing  the  garrison  at  Oswego."     The  poissage  of  this 
bin  by  the  council,  as  might  have  been  foreseen,  was  not 
calculated  to  molify  the  temper  of  the  house  inflamed,  as 
it  was,  by  the  demand  of  the  council  for  the  vouchers. 
I'he  bill  was  therefore  refused  a  second  reading ;  and  » 
motion  was  forthwith  carried,— thj^t  inasmuch  as  the  bill 
intrenched  on  the  *^  great,  essential  and  uildoubted  right 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  colony  to  begin 
all  bills  for  raising  and  disbursing  of  money,  it  should  be 
rejected/'*    Direfctly  upon  the  passage  of  this  resolution^ 
the  house  sent  up  to  the  jpovemor  an  address,  prepared  ^iii 
,        the  same  churlish  manner  as  in  times  past.    In  it,  the  lack 
money  for  Indian  affairs  was  greatly  lamented — as  i^* 
indeed,  it  was  not  owing  to  themselves  that  a  larger  sum 
had  not  been  voted.    They  even  carried  their  spleen  so  fftr^ 
as  to  hint  that  the  governor  had  used  the  thousand  pounds 
for  purposes  other  than  the  public  benefit ;  and  that  it 
was  through  his  njsglect  that  the  Indian  a£Bairs  were  in  such 
a  condition.    In  conclusion,  they  threw  upon  the  council 
the  evil,  effects  which  would  result  frc^  its  refiisal  to  pass 
the  bill  for  tHe  discharge  of  the  colony  debt ;  and  prayed 
the  goveimor  to  pass  straightway  those  of  the  bills  which 
he  approved..    Three  Or  four  more  days  were  tatken-  up  in 
wrangling  and  puerile  resolves,  ^mitil  Mr.  Clinton,  who 
had  learned  by  experience  the  folly  of  any  larther  alterca^ 
tion,  and  passed  all  liie  bills  without  farther  discus^on, 
and  without  imy  notice  and  to  the  ast(mishmen1;  of  aU, 


wm^m,^^  nil.  II         »i^1<»»*»^ 
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discolved  the  assembly.  On  "the  part  of  Ml*.  Clinton  this  c^b. 
was  a  maMer  stroke  of  policy.  The  assembly  were  fairiyw,^ 
caught.    But  having  passed  the  support  bill  so  early  in  the  ^^'^• 

session^  they  were  left  without  a  remedy.  '*  This  gratified 
Mr.  Clinton  and  the  other  officers  of  the  government; 
while  the  i^eglect  of  the  colony  creditors,  add^d  to  the 
governor *6  party,'  already  strengthened  by  the  appointoent 
of  Colonel  Johnson  to  the  council,  and  Mr.  Chambers  ta 

the  second  place  on  the  bench. "^  ' 

•  •  •  - 

.  Meanwhile^  the  French  wejre;  planning  still  farther 
encroachments  upon  the  territory  of  New  York.  Already 
fhey  possessed  Crown  Pointy  La  Presentation  and  ISTiagara, 
and  encouraged  by  the  pusillapimity  which  had  allowed 
ibem  to  take  possession  of  those  posts,  they  were  now 
pieditating  the  establishment  of  a  militaty  and  tnissionary 
post^on  the  banks  of  Onondaga  Lake,  which,  while  it 
wpuld  secure  a  fooljiold  in  the  very  heart  of  the  province, 
wov^ld  also,  they  thought^  greatly  strengthen  their  influence 
over  the  Six  N^'tions.  Preliminary  to  thiei  audacious  8tep> 
it  was  necessary  that  the  CcMifederates,  espck^ially  those 
residing  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  lake,  should  be 
courted  into  giving  their  consent.  Accordingly  the  Jesuit 
emissaries  insinuated  themselves  deeper  than  ever  Into  the 
aSections  of  that  -  fickle  people^  and  with  such  success, 
that  at  the  close  of  the  /  summer,  several  of  the  principal 
Onondagas  had  granted  the  desired  permission* 

Buch  a  design,  however,  could  not  long  escape  the  tigiU 
ance  of  Colonel  Johnson,  who  no  sooner  heard  through 
the  Mohawks  of  the  scheme  afoot,  when,  braving  the 
autuinnal  rains,  he  set  oS  for  the  old  fire-pllEtce  of  the 
Confederacy,  hoping,  if  possible,  to  defeat  tiie  machina- 
tions of  La  Galissoni^re  and  his  wily  priests.  Arrived  at 
Onondaga,  he  lost  no  time  in  BumnK>ning  the  chief  men 
of  thikt  castle  to  a  oopference,  in  which  after  laying  before 
them  the  dangerous  consequences  Resulting  from  a  French 

I  y  *    ■■■  ■  <     m  <  I  ■        ■■■  .  I  .  .  
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c^p.  settlemQut  in  the  very  centre  of  t^eir  Coafederacy,  boldly 
«*,^w  desired  tiiem^  as  a  proof  of  their  esteem,  to  grant  him 
^^?^'  Onondaga  Lake  with. the  lai^d  .around  it  for  two  miles  in 
width-T-promising  them*  in  returu  a  handsome  present* 
This  sudden  appearance  of  the  colond  upset  at  once  aU 
the  deep  laid  plans  of  the  Jesuits.  Mortified  at  being  thus 
caught  in  the  very  act  of  lending  an  -ear  to  their  ancient 
enemiesy  the  chie&  hung  their  heads  and  in  conflision 
agreed  to  his  proposition.  A.  deed  conveying  tike  entire 
lake  with  its  two  miles  of  land,  was  accordingly  made  out 
on<the  spot,  and  signed  by  the  ezftire  castle,  the  latter 
receiving  in  return,  the  sum  Of  three  hundred  and  ^^ 
pouufls  sterling.  Immediately  on  his  Arrival  home,  the 
colonel  who  had  in  making  this  purchase  no  other  object 
thati  that  of  eectiring  the  property  to  the  crown,  and  die 
consequent  defeat  of  the  French,  commuiiicated  an  aecount 
of  the  transaction  to  Mr.  Clinton, — at  the  same  time  offer* 
ing  the  land  to  the  government  of  Kew  Yoik*  at  the  same- 
price  which  it  had  cost  him.  Befusing,  however,  to  a|f>pre- 
ciata  the  important  service  which  he  had  thus  rendered,' 
the  assembly  refused  to  reimburse* him  for  tiie  land;  and 
the  matter  Ulus  rested  until  the  summer  of  1758,  when  a 
minute  was  made  in  council,  grantingthis  tract  to-him  and 
his  heirs,  by  way  of  reimbursement  for  the  sum  fMlvaneed 
by  him  for  the  Indian  department  ^  Otherwise  than  thiSy 
lus  debt  from  the  colony,  was  never  paid. 

^  Manasoript  council  Bunutes. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

1752—1753. 
With  the  openii]^  of  the  year,  dawaed  a  new  era  in<^AP. 
American^  literature.  Signs  of  a  greater  appreciation  ^f  s.,*^^ 
learning  and  a  desire  for  literary  pureuita  among  the^<^^^ 
colonieBy  are  in  thi^  year  too  apparent  not  to  deserve  a 
pasaing  notice.  '  The  clang  of  steel  and  the  n^idnight  alarnus 
had  now  ceas^ ;  and  in  the  cahu  thought  which  followed, 
thei  literary  seeds  that  had  for  so  long  a  period  laid  dor- 
mant, found  a  rich  soil  in  which  to  germinate  and  bring 
forth  fruit  As  in  the  age  of  jthe  Beformation,  and  of 
Louis  XIV,  a  company  of  stalwart  literary  giants  sprung 
forth  from  the  previous  darkness ,'  so  in  the  period  we  are 
now  upon,  a  score  of  men  of  poyrer  and  vigorous  intellect 
rose  up  in  Ame^ca,  infusing  new  vigor  into  every  depart- 
mept  of  letters  with  .which  thc^  came  in  contact/  The 
theqlogical  writings  of  Jona^btan.  Edwards,  with  all  their 
depth  of  philosophical  eloquenpe,-  gave  an  impetus  to 
that  branch  of  scholarship  hitherto  unknown.  It  was  ill 
this  year  that  Franklin  electrified  the  sayans  of  the  Old 
"World  with  his  grand  discovery.  The  universities  of  New 
England  awoke  to  new  life  and  activity.  Schemes  for  the 
fvivancement  of  learning  sprung  up  in  the  different 
provinces  with  wonderful  rapidity."  Libraries  and"  philo- 
sophical societies  were  formed  in  every  directioEf.  Several 
men  distinghished  in  the  walks  of  scientific  research  visited 
America,  and  by  their  cordial  sympathy  encouraged  greatly 
the  enquirer  after  truth.'  The  eye  tunw  with  pleasure  to 
the  names  of  John  TVinthrop,  professor  of  mathematics.at 
Cambridge,  Thomas  Godfrey,  the  inventor  of  Hadley's 
Quadrant,  David  Bittenhouae  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
numerous  others,' whose  names  shine  with  lustre  upon  the 
page  of  history.  *    Confining  ourselves  to  the  province  of 

1  GnJiame. 
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CHAP.  New  York^  Cadwallader  Golden  had  just  completed  that 
^-v—' remarkable  book — ^the  "History  of  the  Five  Nations;" 
1762.  j^jj^j  jjj  ^jjjg  y^^j.  ^]^Q  founding  of  Kings  (College  began  to 

be  seriously  urged. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  with  this  literary  zeal  per- 
vading every  mind,  an  intelligent  man  like  Johnson  could 
fail  to  be  affected  by  it.  Although  in  his  spare  mometita, 
heretofore,  he  had  always  manifested  a  great  fondness  fc* 
literary  pursuits  and  had  repeatedly  sent  out  to  England 
for  bookfe,  yet  having  a  little  leisure  this  year  by  his  resig- 
nation of  Indian  affairs,  he  seems  to  have  devoted  much  of 
his  time  to  improving  his  own  mind,  and  also  the  moral 
\  and  social  condition  of  those  around  him.  The  manner 
in  which  a  piortiori  of  his  time  was  spent  at  this  period, 
maybe  inferred  by  the  following  letter  to  his  ageat  In 
London.  « 

•<  Mount  Johnsok,  August  the  20th,  1752. 
*'Sir: 

Having  the  pleasure  of  an  intimate  acquaintance  witb 
your  brother,  Doctor  Shtickburgh  of  New  York,  whom  I 
have  a  singular  regard  for,  induced  me  to  apply  to  you  for 
what  I  may  want  in  your  way,  although  but  a  trifle.  Hafing 
lately  had  a  pretiy  large  collection  of  books  from  liondon, 
Bhall  at  present  only  desire  you  will  please  to  send  me 
what  pamphlets  are  new  and  worth  reading ;  also  the  Gen- 
tleman's Magazine  from  N'ov'br.  1750  *  to  the  last,  and 
the  Monthly  Review  froift  the  same  time ;  also  the  News- 
papers regularly  and  fetitched  up.  You  have  only  to 
deliver  them  to  Mr.  John  George  Liberwood,  merch*t 
there,  who  will  forward  theiji  to  me,  and  will  pay  your 
am'*t.  yearly. 

Having  nothing^  farther  to  add  at  pres6tit  (but  beg  you 
will  send  me  those  things  regiijarly  and  punctually)  I  con- 
clude sii*, 

Y*r  very  humble  serv't.,  "W.  X 

To  Mr.  Shuckburgh,  stationer,  London.  *" 


"■•"■^ 


^  ManuBoript  Letter.    See  aUo  appendix  No.  II.  of  toI.  I. 
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The  intellectaai  culture  of  the  Mohawks  was  a' subject  ci^. 
in  which  the  colonel  took  fecial  interest..  The  mission s.*..^^ 
school  at  Stodsilmdge  for  Indian  chiliren,  the  plan  of  ^^•^ 
which  WHS  first  projected  by  John  Sergeant  in  1741,  aud 
which  afber  the  death  of  the  latter  ^as  earned  on  for  a 
time  by  Jonathan  Edwards,  received  at  this  tiiue  his  par- 
ticular attention.  Sir  Peter  Warren  in  1761  had  donated 
for  the  support  of  this  institution  seveA  huddred  poundjsj 
and  4t)out  the  same  time  had  expressed  t&his  nephew  a  very 
£E^yorable  opinion  of  .its  purpose,  requesting  that  he  would 
use  his  influence  in  its  &vor.  ^  Had  Johnson  previous 
to  this  request  no  other  incentive  for^hi^  iiaterest  in  it,  this 
would  have  been  suffioient.^  His  ^orts  were  now  unremU^ 
ting  to  persuade  the  Mohawks  to  send  their  childrei>  thither ; 
and  a  correspondence  was  kept  up  between  himself  and 
the  committee  of  this  school  on,  the  subject.  Hid  -advice 
upon  its  management  was  freely  asked  and  as  freely  given ; 
iand  in  a  letter  to  him  upon  this  topic,  the  writer  says : 
"I  can't  but  hope  a^d  pray  for  your  further  assistancer  in 
encouraging  the  Indians  to  send  their  childrien  and  con- 
tinue them  steadily  here,  and  your  thoughts  with  regard 
to  any  measures  that  may  naf\irally  tend  to  propaote  this 
affair,  and  be  proper  for  us  further  to  do  or  atteinpt,  wiH 
be  very  acceptable.  * 

Nor  were  his  efforts  to  benefit  his  saVag^  neighbors  con- 
fined solely  to  the  school  atBtockbndge.  He  was  equalljr 
interested  in  other  missions  wherever  located,  and  ^ways 
used  his  influence  for  their  support  ^d  encouragement. 
In  the  course  of  the  following  year  (1753)  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley 
was  sent  from  Boston  to  establish  an  Indian  mission  GLchool 

1  Manuscript  Letter  to  J-ohnson  from  Joseph  Dwighi,  <me  of  the  oeau&it« 
Ue  ol  the  mission  school.  ^      '' 

.*  Eitiraet  from  the  saihe.    Hon.  JFoeeph  Dwight,  whose  letter  Is  here 
referred  to,  was  a  liberalljr  educated  man.     He  had  been  speaker  of  the  .^ 

house  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  a  counselor,  and  led  a  regiment  in  the  .     i^ 

successful  attack  on  Cape  Breton.  He  married  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Sergeant,  the  same  who  Is  mentioned  ih  the  text  as  the  founder  of  the  mis- 
sion flchool  at  Stoekbtidgf . 
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CTNjp.  west  of  Albany.  On  his  way  he  stopped  ovca»  night  at 
wy^w  Mount  Johnson,  hoping  to  obtain,  th-e  Qok>ners  countei^ance 
^^***  in  his  project. .  This  was  ghperfally  graiit^d,  and  the  mis- 
sionary  4»ent  on  his  way  With  a  godspeed.  ^  Ifhe  colonel 
was  also  at  this  time  in  correspondence  with  Doctor  Eleitf  er 
Wheelock,  who  had  recently  established  as^ehoolin  Leba* 
Bon,  Oonnecticut,  similar  in  its  object  to  the  one  fit  Stockt 
bridge,  and  which  afterwards  ^ew  into  Dartmouth  college; 
Several  years' later,  the  celebrated  Joseph  Brant,  sent  by 
the  colonel,  received  at  this. school  his  English  education. 
It'  is  pleasant  to  dwell  upon  this  phase  of  Johnson^B  char- 
acter; showing,  as  it  does,  l^t  his  mind  was.  not  wholly 
engtossed^-^as  some  would  have  us  believe-^in  amasaing  a 
private  fortune. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  when  I  last  spoke  of  Sir  Peter 
Warren,  he  had  been  obliged  to  retire  through  ill  health 
to  his  country  aeat  in  Westbury,  and  had  shortly  aflerwjird 
been  elected  to  parliament  from  the  city  of  Westminister. 
The  capture  of  lie  Fretch  fleet  of  East  Indiamen,  of  which 
an  account  has  been,  given  in  a  former  chapter,  was  the 
last  service  he  lived  to  perform ;  for  peace  heing  concluded 
ki  the  following  year,  the  fleet  was  of  course  dismantled. 
But  even  in  his  retirement  honors  followed  him.  In  May, 
1748,  he  received  a  distii^guished  mark  of  royal  favor  in 
being  ftppoint^  vice  admiral  of  the  Red ;  and  in  the  early 

r-i . 

t 
•  •  •  I    ■ 

1  Eer.  Mr,  ftmwlej  Wfts  before  ibis  an  kistmctor  of  th6  Lroquois  obildren 

'at  Uie  Stookbridge  miiBion  tindtr  Mr.  Sdtrarda.    Afr.  Hawl^  tknft  tpeaka 

of  bis  Tieii  at  tbis  time  te^  Oelonel  Jebniea  in  k  leUer  to  Rot.  Dr.  Tba^er, 

^ubliBbed  in  tbe  Maaff.  His.  Col.  toI.  It.  ^  ;'  On  Frid%y  ve  left  Albany.     Mr. 

Woodbridge  and  I  set  out  for  Mount  Johnson,  about  thirty-six  miles  off,  to 

paj  our  oompUmoote  to  Colonel  Jol^nson,  and  obtain  his  oountenance  in 

fayor  of  our  mission.    *    *    *    At  sunset  we  wer^  politely  reoeitted  at 

C^on#l  Johnson'i^  gate  by  himself  in  person.    Here  we  lodged.    IOb  man- 

v*  gioQ  was  stately,  and  situate  a  little  distance  from  the  river,   on  rising 

flf^  ground,  and  a^aoent  to  a  stream  whi^h  turned  his  mill.    This  gentlemen 

Has  well  known  in  his  ciTil,  military  and  priyate  ohs,^acter.    He  waa  tfie 

first  oiyil  charaote^  in  the  county  of  Albany  at  that  day.    *    «    *    It  was 

fayorable  to  our  mission  to  haye  his  patronage,  ffh^^J^  Jnrnq'  Iqst,^* 
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part  of  the  preseiit  year,  the  citizens  of  London  presented  oraf. 
him  -with  .the  freedotn  of- the  <iity^  and*  the  Goldsmith'ilwyW 
company.  They  also  wished  to  make  him  an  alderman  ^^^2. 
for  Billingsgate,  ward  in  the  place  of  the  lord  toayor, 
deceased.  This  latter  honor,  however,  Sir  Peter  eou^• 
teoQsly  declined,  ^'  assigning  as  a  reason,  that  his  past  pro-> 
f^ion  must  prevent  him  in  a  great  measure,  from  dis- 
charging property  the  duties  of  tiiat  office."  The  citizens 
nievertheless  persisted  in  electing  him  for  their  alderman; 
upon  which  Sir  P€rt;er,  on  the  tweniy-tMrd  of  Jtme,  wrote 
to  the  court  of  aldermen  d^lining  to  serve,  and  encloaing 
at  the  same  time  the  fine  of  five  hundred  pounds*  Shortly 
«fterw.ard,  Sir  Peter  hoping  that  the  air  of  his  native  hills 
would  improve  his  health,  went  to  Ireland.  The  hope  was 
fidlacious,  for  scarcely  had  he  landed  when  a  severe  inflam^ 
matory  fever  carried  him  qS  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  July. 
He  died  ^^  univei^ly  lamented  by  all  p^sons,  who  agreed 
that  there  could  nJ3t  exist  a  better  and  honester  man,  or  a 
more  gallant  officer.  Few  men  ever  attained  to  a  greater 
share  of  popularity.  It  was  said  of  him  that  he  had  not 
only  the  singula]^  hapjifiness  o£  being  universally  oourted, 
eJ9teemed^  and  beloved,  but  had  tlie  additional  oonsolatien 
of  having  passed  through  life  without  making  a  migle 
en^my."*  '      ' 

By  no  one  was  the  .death  of  Admiral  Warren  felt  with 
more  acuteness  than  the  Johnson  Saollj.  Sir  Peter  had 
been  to  them  all  the  kindest  of  benefactors^  and  was 
looked  up  to  with  feelings  of  gratitude  and  affection.  This 
is  evident  from  the  following  letter,  written  to  Colonel 

Johnson  by  his  brother,  a  few  days  afber  his  uncle's  decease, 

*  •  . ' 

^    ^LoHDoir,  Aug.  4tii,  1762. 

"  My  Dear  Brother :  It's  with  the  utmost  sorrow  I  give 
you  the  most  dismal  accoiint  of  the  death  of  our  most 
dear,  dear  uncle,  who  <Eed  in'Dublin  last  Wednesday  night> 
29th  July,  of  a  most  violent  fever,  which  carried  him  oS 

■  *  I  'fc     I  ■  I  ■  I  II  ■■      I     ■!  I       ■  I,  h      ^  ,  ■  I  ■ 

t 

^  Biograpkia  Aavo/tf. —Clumock. 
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CHA^.  in  four  days.  I  w^s  up  day  and  night  with  him,  and  would 
wv^w  to  God  I'd  have  died  in  his  atead.  Oh  my  -dear  brt>the]:^ 
1752.  guch  grief  as  our  poor  famiiy  &re  in,  is  inexpressibje,  for 
we  have  lost  our  all  in  all.  And  yeu,^I  am  sure,  will  be 
as  much  Bhoeked  as  mprtol  liviag,  bat  letjne  beg  of  you 
to  muster  up  all  of  your  resolution  .to  bear  this  jnost  dismal 
account. .  I.  arrived  here  in  two  days  from  Dublin  with  the 
melancholy  news  to  Lady  Warren,  who^l  from  my  very 
heart  I  pity,  add  hope  God  .will  preserve  her  life  for  her 
poor  family's  sake.  He  made  his  will  two  days  before,  he 
died,  and  how  he  has  settled  his  afiairs  no  one  as  yet 
knows,  nor  I  till  I  return  with  her  •  directions  to  have  it 
opened.  I  set  out  in  two  hours  apd  expect  to  b^  in  Dublin 
the  7th.  He  is  to  be  interred  at  Pock  Maxk  in  a  private 
manner.  His  executors  areXady  Warren,  Captain  Tyrrell; 
and  the  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  and  be  assured  of  a  faith- 
ful account  of  everything  as  soon  as  his  wiU  \&  opened. 

**  I  hope  in  God^  my  dear  brother  will  endeavor  to  bear 
this  sliock  with  patience.*  Our  loss  is  very,  very  great)  and 
what  to  do  now  with  myself  I  know  not.  I  shall  let  you.heiur 
fix)m  me  by  the  first  opportunity  after  my  arrival  in  Ireland. 
I  shall  write  this  miserable  acoount  to  my  cousin  Captain 
Tyrrell^  who;  will  be,  I  am  sure,  greatly  shocked.  I  have 
not  time  to  add  more.  My  love, to  brother  Ferrall,^  and 
believe  nae,  my  dear  brother,  ever  yours, 

''  Most  affectionately  and  Jluthfullyy 

"  Warbbn  Johnson."* 

To  Colonel  JohAson  the  death  of  his  uncle  must  indeed 
have  been  a  terrible  blow.  Although  I  have  not  been  able^ 
to  find  among  hi^  papers  the  answer  to  the  above  letter, 
yet  undoubtedly  it  was  full  of  corresponding  sympathy 
and  affection. 

As  by  Sir  Peter's  death,  the  council  lost  one  of  its  mem- 
bers, William  Smith,  at  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Clin- 
__- ■     ■     t     ■■         .lilt  .    . 

1  FerraU  Wade,  Johnson's  brother-in-law.     He  was  killed  in  the  action  of 
the  8th  of  fieptember,  1755,  at  Lake  Qeorge. 
*  Manuscript  Utier. 
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ton^^afis  appointed  by  tire  thrown  to  fill  the  vacant  seat.  This  chap. 
gentleman  was  at  this  time  a'  flouriehing  lawyer  in  the  city  v-^-' 
of  Ne*^  York,  and  had  first  gained  Mr.  Clinton's  good  "v^il^,  ^ '^^^• 
by  his  prosecution  of  Mr.  Olivet  !De  Lancey-r-brother  of  >. 
the  chief  justice — forhi^  abufee  of  the  governor.*  On  the 
death  of  the  attorney  general  in  this  year,  Mr,  Clinton 
appointed  him  to  that  office,  which  he  filled  with  great 
credit  and  reputafion,  until  the  arrival  from  England  of 
William  Kempe,  who*  had  received  the  appointrtient  from 
the  crOwn,  unknown  to  the  governor.  *  The  latter  did  not 
present  the  claims  of  Mr.  Smith,  without  opposition;^ 
Colonel  Morris,  formerly  a  member  of  the  council  mid^r 
Govemot  Montgomery,  sending  in  at  the  sAme  time  a 
memorial  praying  for  the  appointment  The  influence, 
however^  of  Mr.  C^nton  at  court,  was  too  powerfiil  to  be 
overcome,  and  Mr.  Smith  took  his  seat  at  the  council 
board,  upon  the  thirtieth  of  April  of  the  following  spring. 
To  the  new  assembly,  which  met  in  Oct6ber,  many  of 
its  formed  members,  friend»  of  the  chief  justice,  were 
returned.  Its  principal  feature  was  th^  absence  of  the  long 
messages  both  from  the  executive  and  the  house,  which 
l^ad  characterized  its  former  sessions.  Both  parties  seemed 
resolved  to  make  them  mod.els  of  brevity.  Mr.  Clinton's 
opening  message  was  comprised  in  fifteen  lines ;  and  the 
address  of  the  house  in  reply,  scarcely  exceeded  it  in  length. 
This  is  attributed  by  Mr.  Smith  to  the  fatct  of  his  own 
advice  and  that  of  Mr.  Alexander  having  been  taken  by 
the  governor,  rather  than  that  of  Mr.  Colded,  "whgse 
incautious  and  luxuriant  compositions  had  so  frequently 
kindled  the  party  fires,^*  which  had  increased  the  popularity 
of  the  chief  justice  "  whom  he  was  most  anxious  to  pull 
down."  '    Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  during  the 

1  MAQUBoripi  leitey. 

'QoYernor  Clinton  to  th^  Lords  of  Trade.  , 

s  Smith.  Mr.  Clinton  had  recently  lost  the  support  of  Dr.  Colden,  by  his 
having  urged,  in  opposition  to  the  latter' s  wishes,  Robert  Hunter  Morris 
4»r  lieutenant  goT^rnor.  Mr.  Alexander  was  ohosen  by  Clinton  as  his  chief 
«MB«riii  pUoe  of  <SdUlaB. 
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OHAP.  preenent  sedsion,  there  'w.s^none  of  that  bitteraess  whi^ 

^.»^^^  had  characterised  £(>ni\er  sessions. 

1762.  Tjj^  most  nqiticeable  action  of  the  present  assembly^  was 
its  voting  to  provide,  air  their  next  sitting,  ftir  the  repairing 
of  the  different  fortifioafions  along  the  frontier ;  for  the 
rebuilding  of  t^e  trading-post  at  Oswego,  now  inaruinouB 
condition  ;  and  for  the  founding  of  a  college  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  youth  of  the  colony,  A  new  board  of  cojoi- 
missioners  was  also  appointed  to  take  charge  of  thelndiaa 
department,  which,  by  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Johnson, 
had  been  deprived  of  his  services*  It  would  appear^  how- 
evei:,  by  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr, 
Clinton  to  the  colonel,  under  idate  of  November  fifth^  that 
the  former  commissioners  were  still  sore  from  their  pre- 
vious dismissal.  The  letter  itself  is  addressed  to  the 
colonel,  in  the  care  of  Captain  Boss,  Kew  York,  whither 
the  former  had  come  to  attend  the  council : 

"I  find  the  assejnbly  are  determined  to  go  upon  com- 
missioners for  Indian  affairs  again,  and  as  I  cannot,  without 
inconvenience,,  prevent  it,  I  send  for  your  perusal  a  list  of 
per^ns  proposed  for  my  approbation  for  that  commissioi: 
1  cannot  help  observing  that  they  are  picked  out  of  almost 
all  your  inveterate  opposers;  therefore  should  be  glad  of 
your  opinipn,  for  I  can  but  thmt  it  justicCj  that  I  should 
have  the  pomination  of .  one-half,  at  least,  of  them.  I 
shall  be  at  the  fort  Tuesday ,  next;,  when  I  shall  be  glad 
if  you  would  dine  with  me,  and  in  the  interipi  think  what 
I  can  do  in  it.'*  ^ 

,  The  result  was  a  compromise — the  governor  rejecting 
six  or  one^alf  of  the  names  sent  in  for  his  approval,  and 
the  house  putting  in  their  place,  the  membei^  of  the 
exec\itive  council,  the  commanding  officer  at  Albany,  the 
representatives  of  the  general  assembly,  and  the  mayor 
and  recorder  of  Albany  ex-o/^cib.*     The  aflkir  of  IncBan 


'm  * 


1  MftnuBcript  letter. 

*M»nuaoript  oouncU  minutes.      The  Uat  for  ^omnussioners  eneloaed  in 
Mr.  €liiitea'e  letter  to  the  celooel,  WM  ^jmi&ti  Schujler^  Philip  Schajrler„^ 
Dayid  Schujler,  Johannis  Janse  LanaiBgh,  Hendiiek  B)e«#k«r^  fiant  Aaa. 
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commififsi'oners  being  thus  settled^  Mr.  Clinton,  on  the  chm». 
eleventh  of  November,  passed  ftU  the  bills,  including  the  w^a^ 
one  for  providing  fbt  th>i  payment  of  the  salaries  of  gov-  ^'*^^ 
emmeiit  officers  out  of  the  duties,  and  prorogued  the 
assembly  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  followilig  March. 

It  may  at  first  appear  singular  that  as  Mr.  Clinton  had 
dissolved  the  laeft  asscmibly  on  account  of  his  trouble  with 
the  opposition,  the  tone  of  this  new  one  should  be  so 
entirely  differe&t,  ec^ecially  since,  as  before  observed, 
nearly  all  of  the  opposition  had  been  returned*  The  solu- 
tion of  this  is  found  in  a  glance  at  the  political  complexion 
of  affiiirs,'a8  they  now  stood.  Mr.  DeLancey  began  to 
fear  that  he  had  gone  a  little  too  far.  He  knew  that  Mr. 
Clinton  held  iii  his  hapds  a  commission  for  him  as  fieaten- 
ant  governor  V  and^is.  object  thus  far  had  been  to  render 
his  position  so  uncomfortable  that  he  would  be  obliged  to 
resign  and  thus  give  him  greater  scope  for  his  ambition.  ^ 
Mr.  Clinton's  success,  however,  at  court,  as  shown  by  his 
•eouring  for  his  friends  seats-  at  the  council  board,  caused 
alarm.  He  knew,  also,  from  his  friends  in  England,  that 
the  governor,  who  was  thinking  of  soon  leaving  the  prov- 
ince on  account  of  ill  heal^,  had  wptten  several  letters  to 
the  board  of  trade,  requesting  permission,  without  prOf 
ducing  De  Lancey*s  commission,  to  leave  Colden,  by  virtue 
of  being  president  of  the  councdl,  in-  .command  of  the 
colony.'  .  The  very  idea  of  his  most  invft^rate  enemy, 
being  thus  placed  in  power,  drove  the  chief  justice  well 
nigh  distracted,  Mr.  Charles,  moreover,  had  written  to 
the  speaker  of  the  assembly,  that  measures  were  on  foot 
to  have  the  commission  appointing  De  Lancey  lieutenan^ 
governor  revpked,  and  to  have  Robert  Hunter  Morris 

BOD,  Jaeob  H.  Ten  Eyok,  JohiumiB  Cuyler,  Sybraui  G.  Van  Scbaiek,*  Johan- 
liig  Glen,  Gerardus  Qroeil>eok,  and  .^obannis  Van  Rensselaer.  The  eom- 
missionm  reilbined  and  sabsiituted/  were  Myndert  Sohuyler,  Corneliaa 
Ciiyler,  H^ndriok  Bleeoker,  Jehn  Beekaan,  JobannU  I^ansingh,  jr.,  and 
Jaeob  0.  Ten  Eyok. 

^l^eTiew^  miUtary  eperadMUia  Amerioa. 

<  Clinioa  to  the  b^ard  of  trade. 
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CHAP,  appointed  iu  his  8t6ai.^   'The  chief  justice,  therefore, 
w,„w  fearing  the  Joss  t)f  the  commission — than  which  njpthing 
1752.  ^ag  farther  from  his  thotughts->-stfW^  that  he  must  play  his 
cards  differently  if  he  wotitd  win.    In  addition  to- all  this, 
the  disputes  between  th^  provinces  of  New  York  and  New  • 
Jersey  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line,  were  still  unsettled ; 
a^d  it  was  evident  that  so  long  as  th^  di^xutes  between 
the  assembly  and  the  governor  continued,  they  would  Ije 
as  far  off  from'  an  adjustment's  esrer.     Those  families  of 
the  province  "who  held  large  estates,  had  grown  weary  of 
these  continual  wranglings ;  and  now  gave  the  chief  justice 
pretty  plainly  to  understand,  that  if  he  would  retain  his 
popularity,  he    must    cease    his   opposition.    This   was 
touching  Mr.  De  Lan^ey  in. a  vital  spot;  for  he  could  not, 
for  the  present  at    least,   afford  to  lose,  anything   that 
might  tend  to  further  his  ambition.    He  therefore  became 
more  cautious  and  less  open  in  his  opposition ;  and  the 
remainder*  of  Mr.  Clinton's  administration  was  passed  in 
comparative  freedom  from  those  storms  of  &otion,  jwhich* 
had  raged  so  fiercely  between  himself  and  the  assembly.' 

Serious  difficulty  was  experieneeddiisyearin  the  collec- 
tion of  the  Oswego  duties.  Considerable  complaint  had 
arisen  of  late  in  regard  to  the  itregalar  matmer  in  which  ^the- 
duties  were  collected ;  and  hints  of  a  dishonorable  nature 
had  been  freely  expressed  against  those  who  had  them  in 
charge;  Now,  however,  direct  charges  of  peculation  were 
brought  against  John  De  Peyster  tod  Peter  Schuyler  Jun., 
two  9f  the  commissioners;  .who,  to  say  the  least,  had  been 
guilty  of  great  ill  management  and  criminal  neglect.  The 
dissatisfaction  at  length  grew  so  serious,  as^  to  lead  Mr. 
Clinton  to  take  the  matter  in  hand ;  and  he  accordingly 
wrote  to  Colonel,  Johnson,  requesting  him  to  ferret  out 
the  true  facts.  The  following  extract  frt)m  the.  colonel's 
reply,  seems  to  show  that  the  charges  were  not  ill  founded. 

I  Morris  wm  appointed  goTemor  af  PennsylTiuiU  in  1764. 
sSniili.  , 
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"Afl  to  that  affair  of  the  Oswego  duties/"  ho  writes,  c^. 
"although  a  curbed  piece  of  villainy,  jet  it  is  very  difBi-  ^— v— » 
cult  to  And  out.  De  Peyster  has  cr^edia  me  that  he  haa  ^^*^' 
not  entered  into  recognizance  these  several  yeiars%    The 

mayor  tells  xpe,  also,  that  when  he  sent  for  Peter  Schuyler 
to  qualify,  he  then  a^nt  fox.  Be  Peyster  likewise,  and  he 
refused  it,  notwithstanding  he  has  acted  aU  the  time.  .  Oa 
talking  to  him  some  time  ^go  about  the  yearly  amount  of 
duties,  he  acknowledged  tj^at  thejy  amounted  to  upii^ards  of 
JEIOOO^  the  year  1749,  so  that  the  other  three  years,  which 
he  mentions  in  his  accounts  delivered  to  the  assembly*,  the 
duties  are  but  about  X14S,  as  you'll  see  in  the  last  notes,  p. 
82 — ^a  most  damdable  imposition  on  the  public,  yet  I  can- 
hot  sift;  it  out,  without  be  is  to  produce  bis  books."* 

Doubts  as  to  the  duties  having  been  honestly  collected, 
had  arisen  i^  the  assembly  the  previous  year,  and  they  had 
at  their  sitting  in  the  fall  ordered  "that  thcr  commis- 
sioners, for  collecting  the  duties  on  goods  carried  to 
Oswego,  do,  with  all  convenient  ^peed,  lay  befol'e  the 
house,  a  particular  account  on  path,  of  whfit  the  said 
duties  have  an^ounted  to,  from  the  delivery  of  the  accounis, 
to  the  first  of  September  last"*  Jn  accordance  with  this 
order  John  De  Peyster  sent  i|i  Jiis  accounts  on  oath,  by 
which  it  appeared,  iJiat  the  duties,  from  June  1746  to  Sep- 
tember 1750,  amounted  to  Xil45,  17^.  Set '  Thus,  from 
the  acknOwleiigment  made  to  the  mayor,  it  would  appear, 
as  Johnson  observes,  that  only  a  trifle  over  £145  was  left  for 
the  years  *47,  *48  and  'SO^-a  fact,  whiqh  fully  justifijed  the 
suspicion  of  un£Edr  di^aling,  Ko  farther  action  however, 
was  taken ;  for  although  soapcely  any  one  doubted  their 
djishonesiy,  yet  owipg  to  the  want  of  positive  proofs  it  was 
di^cult  to  fij(  the  ch^ges  upon  the  parties  to  this  trans- 
action, and  thpy  therefore  escaped.  They  were  never- ^ 
theless  more  cautious  in  future,  and  De  Peyster  in  his 
next  .accounts  for, the  year  1751,  showed  the  amount  of 

iMantiBoript  letter: 

*JoiiniaU  ef  the  general  assembly.  ^    ^     . 
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ofi^-  duties  received,  to  be   something  over    jE940 !  .  Johnson 
^-v^  integrfered  grievcrusly  with  their  knavish  plansy  and  hence, 
^^*2.  ^Q  bitter  malignity  with  which  he  was  pursued  by  a  few 
individuais,  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Clouds  still  hung  along  the  border  of  the  northern 
frontier.  In  the  wimmer  of  this  y^ar^  a  scalping  party  of 
St.  Francis  Indians  surprised  four  youn^  n^en,  who  were 
trapping  beaver  along  the  head  waters  of  the  Connecticut 
river.  One  of  these  was  John  Stark,  a  native  of  New 
Hamp^shire,'and  a  bold  and  fearless  hunter.  When  he 
found  himself  surprised,  he  shouted  to  his  brother,  who 
was  in  a  canoe,  to  gain  the  opposite  shore.  This  he  did 
and  escaped,  though  not  before  a  young  man  with  him  in 
the  boat  had  been  shot  at  and  killed*  Stark,  witii  his 
companion  Eastman,  was  carried  up  the  Connecticut  river, 
and  down  Memphremagog  to  the  chief  village  of  the 
tribe.  While  there,  he  condiicted  himself  with  so  much 
courage  ^nd  good  humor,'  as  to  win  the  afieqtion  of  his 
.captors,  who  dressed  him  in  their^  ^nest  robes,  and 
cherished  )iim  with  so"  mnch  l^dness,  as  to  allow  him, 
upon  receiving  a  ransom,  to  return  to  his  friends.  .The 
lessons  of  woodcraft  which  Stark  learned  m  this  early  cap- 
tivity, qualified  liim  to  render  e^cieut  service  in  the  next 
war,  from  which  by  his  courage  and  energy  he  rose  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier  ge^epal  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
Stites.* 

The  general  assembly  mefr  in  March,  but  wis  by 
successive  prorogations,  prevented  from  sitting  until 
May.  In  his  opening  message  on  the  thirtieth,  Mr.  Clin- 
ton expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  resolves  passed  timing 
the  last  session, — to  take  at  this  meeting,  the  state  of  the 
frontier  fortifications,  afid  the  Indian  affairs  into  consider- 
ation ;  having,  as  he  said,  the  fullest  confidence  in  their 
honor  and  justice*  ISTor  did  he  fail  to  speak  iii  the  wann- 
est terms  of  their  determination  to  advanqe  the  cause  of 
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learning,  by  the  founding  of  a  college ;  aad  he  hoped  that  o^« 
the  plan  would  receive  their  Vrarmest  encouragementi  ands*v^ 
be  speedily  carried  into  effect.    He,  also,  informed  ^em  ^^^ 
of  the  encroachments  which  had    been  made  upon  the 
provinee  by  the  eolonies  of  .Kew  Hampshire  and  Massa- 
chusetts Bay ;  advising,  that  committees  from  both  houses 
should  be  appointed  ta  concert  the  proper  measures  to  be 
takelx  in  this  a£bir,   in  which,. he  assured  them  of  his 
hearty  assistance.    He  Ihen  alluded  to  the  colony  debts, 
among  which  was  the  long  standing   claim  of   Colonel 
Johnsoif ;  and  closed  with  a  promise  to  do  everything  in 
his  power  to  promote  the.wel£aTe.o|^  the  colony*^ 

*The  assembly  in  its  reply,  ^o  days  afterward,  thanked 
ihe  governor  in  the  warmest  terms  fop- his.  kind  offer  of 
assistance,  promising  to  do  everything  in  its  power  for  the 
interest  ef  the  colony.  Both  the  executive  and  the  house 
seemed  to  be  animated  by  the  same  spirit  of  harmony, 
which*  indeed,  continued  throughout  the  entire  session* 
Kor  did  the  asselnbly  confine  itself  to  words.  A  commit* 
tee,  of  the  legislative  council  and  the  house,  met  on  the 
Kew  England  encroachments,  and  passed  a  billautiiorizing 
a  committee  td  prepare  a  representation  upon  this  grievance 
f&r  the  king^  uriniErters. '  A  bill  was  also  passed  for 
raising  a  sum  By  lottery  for  the  college ;  the  eolony  debt, 
incurred  during  the  late  war,  discharged ;  money  voted  for 
the  fortificationB ;  and  the  sum  of  eight  hundrelet  pounds 
appropriated  for  Indian  'presents.  • 

While  the  general  assembly  was-  sitting,  a  letter  to 
tTolonet  Johnson  from  Captain  Stoddard,  and  one  also 
from  Lieutenant  Holland  to  Mr.  Clinton,  both  dated  at 
Oswego,*  informed  the  executive  cotincil  that  the  French 
were  again  active  and  threatened  serious,  trouble.     On  ihe 

fourteenth  of  May,  thirty  French  canoes,  with  five  hundred 

«  . • 

^Journals  of -the  aMemblj. 

^¥b6  oommittee  were  aU  tnemfcen  of  the  house,  and  eonsieted  o^  DaTlA 
JoiiM,  John  Thomas,  ?4al  Bichardi,  William  Walton^  Reuif  Grtig«r,  and 
John  Watts. 

'Snulh. 
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€^p.  Indiaas  und^r  the  ecmnuand  of  Monsiear  Marin,  pafiaed 
wy^  that  pofit  onlkeir  way  to  the  Qhip  Biver , ;  By  i^  Frenchnla^; 
^'^'  lately  arriyed  at  Oswego,  it  appeared  that  this  was  only 
the  advance  guard  of  an  army,  of  six  thousand  men,  wjiich 
the  French  had  been-  concentrating^  preparatory  to  their 
taking  posaesaion  of  the  Ohio  Yalley.  Their  object  was 
to  support-^by>  building  forte  %Iong  the  Ohio,  and  if  uecqe- 
iary,  by  force  of  arms— ^^their  claim  to  the  lands  bordeiing 
upon  that  river ;  and  to  ^ect  those  English  ti^aders  who 
h^d  already  settled  along  its  banks* 

Intimation  of  thi£^  movement  wa^i  received  by  Jolmson 
early  in  ApriL  A  parl^  of  the  Six  Kations  hunting  in  the 
early  part  of  that :  month  near  the  rapids  of  .the  St.  Law- 
renee^  had  descntd  a  large  company  of  French  and  Indians, 
on  their  way-  to  Ontario.  Two  of  their  swiftest  of  &ot 
were  immediately  dispatched  with  the  intelligence  to  their 
council  fire  at  .Onondiaga.'  Thence  the  neivs  was  borne  to 
the  colonc^  who  was  awakened  at  midnight,. on  Oxe  nine-t 
teieottirpf  Aprilyby  terrific  whoops,  and  yeUs,  and  presented 
wHh  ^  belt  of  wampum  which  was  to  urge  the  English  to 
pirotQct  tbe  Ohio  aud  t^e  Miami  Indians.  ^  . 
«  Tlie  Six  Nations,  ^^pecially  the  M^hawk^,  'Straightway 
took  al^rm,;  considering  the  Ohio  as  their  property,  and 
9J^  atteiX4)t  therefore  to  erect  ferts  upon  th^t  river,  as  a 
durect  InMiiigeQaeut  o^n  their  rights.  Thia  conduct  of  the 
fireoch  i^ap  not  calculated  to  asaauge^  the  temper  of  the 
Mohawks,  already  in  aiv  alarming  state,  caused  by  their 
having  been  overreached,  as  they  alleged,  in  some  sales 
of  land  to  the  whitesw  Ad^ed  to  tbie,  while  they  wit^ 
nessedthe  active  movements  of  the  French,  they  saw  no. 
oorresponding  activity  on. the  part  of  the  government  of 
New  York,  either  for  resisting  these  encroachments,  or 
for  protecting  them  in  their  castles.  In  truth,  there  was 
cause  for  this  feeling.  The  strange  apathy  of  the  parent 
gov^emment  in  thwarting  the  designs  of  the  French,  and 

tiie  criminal  neglect  of  the  assembly  to  protect  th^  fron- 

—  ■  .  i        .  II.  

1  Coloael  Jol^itQii  Ui  GoTernor  GUaion,  30th  April  17^. 
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tiers,   gave  truth  to  the  i*emark  of  ISxtig  Hen<Jrik,  that  ^^' 
"  thB  council  and  assembly  dont  takfe  <?are  of  Albany,  but'^-vi-' 
Teave  it  naked  and  defenceless,  and  dont^  care  what  becomes 
of  our  nation,  but  sit  in  peace  and  quietiless^  while  we 
are  ei^osed  to  the  eneloiy."     The  Infdiah  commissionera 
at  Aibany  never  tad  had  either  the  cohfidence  or  the 
affection  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  since  the  resignation  of 
Colonel  Johnson,  they  had  beea.  sadly  neglected.     The 
Mohaws  at  length  became  so  uneasy,  that,  aft^r  appealing, 
in  vain  to  fli^  commissioilers  at  Albany,  they  determined  to 
apply  at  head  qukrterla  for  the  redress  of  their  grievance^; 
and  accordingly  Hendrik*,  accompanied  by  several  of  the 
Mohawk  chieftains,  visited  Governor  Clintpn  at  New^Yoik 
during  the  sessio'n  of  the  assembly. 

The  reproaches  of  the  great  Mohawk  chieftain '  against 
the  council  and  assembly,  for  tiieir  indi^erence  and  cruel 
neglect  of  his  nation,  were  affecting,  yet  bitterly  severe. 
The  grievances,  to  which  they liad  been  subjected  in  Being 
qnposed  upon  in  the  sales  of  their  lands,  were  especially 
dwelt  upon.  Reminding  tliem  of  the  aid  Which  they  had 
received  from  him  in  times  paat, '  he  accused  them  of 
having  embroiled  his  naticm  with  the  J'reiich,  and  then 
refusing  to  protect  their  caistles  from  the  revenge  of  their 
enemy ;  the  hatchet,  also,  which  had  been  placed  ih  their 
hands  by  the  government,  was  still  there,  never  having 
been  taken  back.^  Hitherto,  he  continued,  you  have  de- 
sired that  the  paths  should  be  kept  open  by  us,  but  now, 
you  make  no  effort  to  keep  the  French  from  clofeing  thenti, 
but  throw  the  whole  burden  upon  us.  If,  therefore,  you 
do  riot  endeavor  to  redress  our  grievances,  the  rest  of  o\ir 
brethren  of  the  Six  Nations  shall  know  of  it,  and  all  paths 
shall  be  stopped.    l)reading,  also,  the  formalities  of  diplo* 

matic  etiquette^  which  always  was  a  terror  to  the  IndianS) 

■  ■  ■  .111.  ..  I     »  I  .   , 

*It  was  always  customary,  at  tbe  close  of  hostilities,  to  make  their  Indian 
allies  pres^lits,  when  the  hatchet  was  formally  buried.  H«odHok  alludes 
\%tt  i4  this  oerekBony  haTing  baev  aeglesied. 
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c^.  ivnd  recpUecting  the  loHg  delay  in  the  exchange  of  pri- 
s-v— '  »o^6r8,  Hendrik,  now  grown  desperate^  could  not  brook 
1763.  any  delay.  He  therefore  closed  his  speech  with  this 
caustic  remark :  "We  beg  you  will  not  be  long  considering 
it  You  Dfiay,  perhaps,  tell  us,  you  will  write  to  our  Father 
the  King,  but  that  will  be  too  long.  We  tljerefore  desire 
you  will  do  something  immediately^  or  tell  us  at  once,  you 
will  do  nothing  at  all  for  us/' 

.  Before  Mr.  Clinton  replied  to  Hendrikji  the  committee, 
to  whoin  had  been  entrusted  the  bueiness  of  investigating 
the  complaints  gf  the  Mohawks  regarding  their  land  sidles, 
reported,  through  Mr,  Holland,  that  all  the  lands,  in  the 
purjchase  of  which  the  Indians  alleged  they  had  been  de- 
frauded, had  been  patented  many  years  befpre  his  excel- 
lency had  taken  the  reins  of  government ;  and  that  it  was 
^  therefore  impossible,  by  examining  the  .grants  reristered 
in  New  York,  to  determine  whether  the  persons  who  .had 
purchased  of  the  Indians  had  imposed  uj^on  them  or  lioif 
This,  Mr.  Clinton  explained  to  Hendrik  in  his  answer- 
ing  speech,  but  stated,  that  a  conference  would  be  held 
with  thenv.  at  Albany  during  the  summer ;  and  as  regarded 
the  alleged  land  frauds,  he  would  put  their  complaints 
into  the  hands  of  the  Indian  commissioners,  who  would  see 
.;i>  that  justice  was  done  them..    The  angi^^  feelings,  however, 

of  Hendrik  and  hi^  brother  chiefs,  were  too  deeply  rooted, 
to  be  thus  easily  eradicate^  by  the  ppomise  of  a  conference. 
Having  but  a  poor  idea  of  the  justice  to  be  obtained  *at 
Albany,  they  immediately  retired  in  disgust,  but  not  be- 
fore Hendrik  had  delivered  the  following  philippic  : 

"  Brother:  When  we  came  here  to  relate  our  grievances 
about  our  lands,  we  expected  to  have  something  done  for 
us,  and  we  have  told  you  that  the  covenant  chain  of  ouf 
forefathers  was  like  to  be  broken,  and  yoti  tell  us,  that  we 
shall  be  redressed  at  Albany ;  biit  we  know  them  so  well, 
that  we  will  not  trust  to  them,  for  they  are  no  people,  biit 
devils,  so  we  xather  desire  thp,t  you  will  say  nothing  shaQ 
be  done  for  us.    By  and  by,  yo<i  will .  expect  io  flee  the 
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nations -down,  which  yon*  shall  not  see,  for  as  boqh  as  we  ohap. 
come  home,  we  will  send  up* a  belt  off  wampnm  to  ourw,^— / 
brethren  the  Five  Nilions,  to  acquaint  them  the  covenant  ^^^• 
chain  is  broken  l)etween  yon  and  us.     So  you  are  not  to 
expect  to  hear  ef  me  anymore,  and* we  desire  to  hear  no 
more  of  you.  •  Aud  we  shall'no  longer  acquaint  you  with 
any  news  or  affair^  ae  we*  used  to  do."  • 

The  alleged  grievances  respecting  the  land  frauds  might 
be  "redressed ;  but  these  threats,  in  the  present  critical 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  ruinous  condition -pf  the  for- 
tifications, might  not  80  easily  bo  ignored  or  despised. 
Accordingly,  Mr.  Clinton  sent  down  a  message  to  the  as^ 
sembly,  on  the  ninth  of  June,  informing  that  body  of  the 
confferencfe  which  he  had  just  held  with  tie  Mohawk  tiiiief; 
urging  that  immediate  measures  should  be  tiaken  td 
calm  the  temper  of  the  Indians,  and'  to  secure  their  alli- 
woe.  This  intelligenc^e  at*  once*  arotrsed  the  assembly 
fh)m  its  shameful  apathy,  and  showed  them  the  necessity 
of  Immediately  provi^ng  for  the  interests  and  srfety  of 
ih6  colony.  It  forthwith  voted  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
pounds,  in  addition  to  the  eight  hundred  before  voted^  to 
be  given  to  ihe  Indians  to  assist  in  buryihg  the  hatchet; 
and,  on  the  sixteenth,  it»  resolved,  that  an  humble  ad- 
dress* should  be  presented  to  his  excellency,  praying  that  .^C^' 
he  ^^rould be  pleased,  "in  this  extr(icrdinary  conjimction i)t 
Indian  affidrs,  to  me^t'  the  Bix  Nations  of  Indians  at  Albany 
this  summer  in  person,  to  renew  the  ancient  alliance  with 
-them,  and  to  bury  the  hatchet," 

A  few  days  afterward,*  Mr.  Clinton  sent  down  to  the 
house  copies  of  Hendrik*s  tpeech,  with  the  suggestion, 
tliat  it  would  be  expedient  to  s^nd  forthwith  some  man  of 
influence  to  the  several  castles  of  the  confederacy,  who 
should  lay  before  it  the  injustice  done  to  the  Mohawk  chiefs, 
and  prevent  the  mischievous  consequences  which  wouM 
arise,  should  the  threats  of  Hendrik  be  carried  into  eflfefet. 
In  answer  to  this  message,  and  m  acoordance  with  its  re- 
solve of  the  sixteenth,  the  house,'  on  the  twentieth,  pret>ared 
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OHAR  and  sent  in  to  the  governor  an  elaborate  addresA,  in  which 
w^,./  it  confessed  that  the  Indian  affairs  were  in^such  ^  critical 
1768.  state,  that,  "in  their  opinion,  no  commissioner, that  could 
be  appointe/i  would  have  so  much  weight  alaong  the  Six 
Nations  as  himself. " .  It  hoped,  therefor^,  that  he  would  not 
hesitate  a  laomeiit  in  determining  to  meet  the  Six  IJTations 
at  Albany  during  the  summer ;  and,  at  th^  same  timis,  ad* 
yised,  that  in  accordance  witli  bi^  suggestion,  two  persons 
of  weight  among  the  Indians  should  be  dispatched  with 
all  possible  haste  to  the  several  Indian  castles,  to  induce 
them  to  meet  him  at  Albany,  there  to  adjust  all  their  diffi- 
culties and  complaints.  -  ,       . 

The  health  of  M^:.  Clinton  rendering  it  dojibtful  whe- 
ther be  should  be  able  to  meet  the  Indians  duiing^the 
summer,  he  proposed  to  authorize  sibcb  persons  to  attend 
*  in '  his  place,  as  both  brancbes  .of  his  legislature  ahonld 
agree  in  appointing*  This  suggestion  was  imemediately 
acted  upon  by  the  assembly ;  and  the  man  Uiat  was  selected 
to  be  the  sole  distributor  of  the  presents,  and  th^  confidant 
of  both  houses,  was.  Cglpnel  Johnson  P  Peoiaps  no  better 
proof  can  be  adduced  of  the,  confessed  ascendancy  of  tbe 
latter  Qver  the  Indians,  ahd  of  his  known  ability,  than  the 
joint  address  signed  by  James  De  Laiicey  and  Pavid  Jonea^ 
to  Mr.  CUnton,  requesting  a  treaty  for  "appeasing  tbe  Jll 
temper  of  ih^  Indians,'*  and  praying  that  Colppel  Johnson 
might  be  sent  to  Onondaga  to  me^t  tke  Confederacy.'  {t 
is  very  certain,  that  wiih  the  Jaio^vni  enmity  ^th  which  at 
this  time  he  was  regarded  by  the  el^ief  justice,  and^  witl^  all 
the  obstacles  which  had  been  conti^vuiUx^rQwn  in  the  way 
of  his  collecting  his  accounts,  if  an^  other  pers(Hi  had  been 
capable,  Johnson  would  have  beep  the  last  one  selected. 
,  put  at  this  critical  juncture,  privi^te  enmity  was  forced  to 
yield  to  tbe  public  good ;  and  both  brai>ches  of  t}^  le^^ 
latur^  united  in  declaring,  ^'  that,  in  their  opinion,  Colonel 

Johnson  was  the  most  proper  person  to  be  appointed  to  4djot 

— 

'MniMoript  cottueil  minntes. 

*I>p,lM^oey  vad  David  Johm  were. ^ this  tim»  the  speak^m,  rc^eoUvelj, 
of  the  council  and  the  OBsembly. 


-       ■         --A       *  '^ 
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this  service ;  and  they  humbly  hoped  his  excellency  would  citap.^ 
commi^slonate  him.  v..^^ 

Agreeably  to  this  request,  Colonel  Johnson  at  once  set  ^^^ 
out  on  his  mission.  His  journey  was  somewhat  hastened 
by  intelligence,  received  prior  to  his  departure,  that  a 
party*  of  the  Six  Nations,  in  violation  of  their  treaty,  had 
recently  returned,  from  the  cbiintry  of  tte  Catawbas, 
bringing  with  them  scalps  and.^ri^ners;  and  as  serious 
tremble  was  likely  to  result  from  this,*  unless  such  conduct 
was  speedily  stopped,  no  time  was  to  be  lost.  On  his  arri- 
val at  Mount  Johnson,  both  of  the  Mohawk  castles  were 
summoned  to  meet  him  at  his  house  thB  twenty-sixth  of 
July.  The  Indians  came  with  alacrity,  delighted,  as  they 
expressed  it,  tiiat  he- was  again  ^  raised  up,V  and  was  once 
more  to  be  the  organ  of  communication  between  their 
people  and  the  English.  Weary  of  tke  frauds  practised 
upon  them,'  since  he  had  resigned  the  charge-  of  their 
affairs,  the  Indians  came  to  him  as  to  a  father  anxious  to 
unbosom  all  their  griefs ;  *for,'in  tlie  language  of  Hendrik 
on  this  occasion,  "  where  should  tliey  msort  to  when  any- 
thing laid  heavy  on  their  hearts,  'but  where  they  had 
always  found*  satisfaction,  whatever  might  trouble  them." 
Contrary  to  the  usage  of  th^  Indians,  when  called  to  a 
^council,  Hendrik  opened  the  conference  by  speaking  first,  v 
If  anyone,  other  than  Johnson,  lie  said,  had  sent)  for  them, 
they  would  not  have  "moved  a  foot;"  but  now  they 
would  cheerfully  listen  to  whi^the  had  to  say.      ^        r . 

The  answer  of  Johnson  was  kind,  yet  full  of  ptem 
reproof  for  their  past  behavior.*  T!he  unreasonableness  of 
their  demands  and  threats  which  ihey  had  so  freely 
expressed  in  New  York,  was'  dwelt  upon  at  length.  The 
governor,  he  said,  'wm.  grieved  to  think"  that  they  whom 
he  had  always  supposed  were  such  sincere  friends,  should 
with  such  loud  and  foul  words,  soil  that  chain,  which  had 
been  made  by  thdr  ^risd  fore&thers,  and  which  had 
remained  untU  i^ow  bright  and  unsullied ;'  the  expectation 
of    Governor    Clinton,  of  soon    leaving  the  provinee, 
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o^.  together  with  his  ill  health,  prevented  him  from  meeting 
wv-^  them  at  this  time,  hut  his  successor  would  have  time  to 
1758.  j^ear  their  complaints  and  to  quiet  their  minds ;.  hence,  he 
was  empowered  to  goto  Onoudaga,  and  treat  with  the  Six 
Nations  in- the  governor's  name,  and  he  now  invited  them 
all  to  join  with  him  in  such  eteps  as  would  insure  a  harn^o* 
nious  meeting.  The  Indians,  .in  their  repjy  on  the  fol- 
lowing daj,  said  they,  had  heard  his  remarks  with 
"willing  ears,"  which  would  never  be  effaced  from  the 
minds  of  the  youngest  person  present.  Although  sensibly 
affected  by  the  neglect  "with  which  they  had  beei|,treate4| 
yet  they  would  once  more,  on  his  solicitation,  bury  their 
animosities  in  a  pool  so  deep  as  never  to  be  thought  of 
again."  Thus,  through  the  singular  ascendancy  of  John- 
son, the  Mohawks,  lately  so  fierce  and  implacable,  once 
more  became  docile  and  good  humored. 

In  September,  the  colonel  set  out  for  the  great  council 
fire  of  the  Six  Nations,  which  was  ever  kept  burning,. and 
arrived  there  on  the  eighth  of  the  same  month.  About  a 
mile  from  the  t6wn  he  was  met  by  the  sachems,  tod 
escorted,  with  all  the  forms  of  Indian  ceremonial,  to  the 
shore  of  the  lake,  where  he  encamped:  The  ohiefi^  hav- 
ing signified  their  rea^ii^^ss  to  receive  him  that  same  day 
he  went  directly  to  the  council.  As  soon  as  he  was  seat^ 
Bed  Head,  the  chief  sachem  of  the  Onondagas,  rose  and 
presented  him'  with  a  belt  of  wampum,  requesting  hini  te 
"  wipe  away  his  tears,  and  speak  freely."^ 

>  **  The  original  wampam  of  the  Iroquois,  ia  which  the  lB#tof  the  league 
Were  reeorded,  war  made  of  spiral. ftreBh-water  ahelhi,  otfi^6^,  whieh  weve 
■trung  OK  deer  skin  stringiy  ot  sinew,  and  the  strands  braided  into  helt% 
er  simply  united  into  strings.  Hubbard  thus  speaks  of  wampum  in  gene- 
ral:  '*  It  is  of  two  sorts,  white  and  purple.  The  white  is  worked  out  of  the 
inside  of  the  great  conch  into  the  form  of  a  bead,  -and  perforated  te 
string  on  leather.  The  purple  is  worked  oul  of  the  inside  of  the  nnsele 
sheU.  They  are  woTen  broad  as  one's  hand,  and  ab^ut  two  fSset  leaf. 
These  ihey  call  belts,  and  giv^e  and.receive  %i  their  treaties  as  the  seals  of 
their  fri^dship."  It  |?as  first  ki^own  in  New  England  as  wampumpeag, 
and  the  i^t  of  making  it  was  obtained  firom  t|ie  Dutch,  aooeriling  €e  Huiehr 
inson,  i^bont  1627."— -ifprsrafi**  LetLffke  of^  Irvpioii. 
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Having  by  the  digtribution  of  a  few  presents  disposed  cajr. 
tiie  Indians  to  a  favorable  hearings  the  colonel  announced  w^^ 
the  expected  arrival  of  a  new  governor,  who  would  meet  ^^^•• 
them  in  a  short  time  with  presents,  and  hear  all  of  their 
grievances.  Until  then,  he  charged  them-to  live  in  har- 
mony with  their  English  brethren.  In  reforto^e  to  the 
incursions  upoD^  the  Southern  Indians,  he  was  exceedingly 
grieved  to  learm  that  some  of  their  people  had  returned 
with  scalps  and  prisoners  firom  the  Catawbas,  with  whom, 
in  his  presence,  they  had  made  such  a  solemn  treaty ;  and 
that  unless  this  affair  was  speedily  settled,  it  would  remain 
ail  indellible  stain  upon  the  character  and  fidth  of  tiheir 
nation.  He  therefore  urged  them  to  immediately  return 
the  prisoners,  and  commit  no  -  larther  hostilities.  -  In 
regard  to  the  French — "  ai^  you  willing,"-  said  hie,  "that 
they  should  dispossess  you  of  the  rich  lands  and  fkir  fields 
along  the  Ohio,  your  ancestral  inheritance !  No,  rather 
quench  Ihe  fire  already  lighted  by  them,  at  Swegachey,^ 
and  call  in  ycur  warriors  that  have  wandered  off,  thfti 
united,  you  may  crush  tliem !  The  paths,  likewise,  to  this 
place,  are  almost  choked  with  weeds,  and  the  fire  that  once 
burned  s6  brightly,  nearly  extinguished."  He  was  there* 
fore  charged  by  the  governor,  to  rekindle  the  fire  with 
such  wood,  as  should  never  go  otit  "I  now,"  he  coii-^ 
tinned,  "^  renew  the  fire,  sweep  and  clean  all  your  ropttlii 
with  a  new  white  wing,  and  leave  it  hanging  hear  the  fire 
place,  that  you  may  use  it  for  deaning  all  the  dust  and 
dirt,  which  may  have  been  brought  in  by  strangers,  no 
friends  to  you  pr  us^"  By  si;ch  appeals,  was  there  a  direct 
road  opened  to  theheartsof  these  metaphor^loving  people* 
Two  days  afterwards,  Hed  Head  thanked  him  for  giving 
the  Six  Nations  notice  of  the  expected  arrival  of  the  new 
governor;  adding  that  whenever  he,  chpse  to  coavene 
theih  they  would  cheerfully  attend.  In  the  meantime, 
brother  Warohiyatighey  might  re^t  Assured  that  the  ancient 
friendship  for  the  English  was  undiminished.     It  was  not 

^  Lm  l^esenUtioDt  now  Ogdensburgh. 
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CH^.  with  their  conselit,  he  continued,  *  that  the  French  had 
w^-/  occupied  the^  Ohio,  but  really  they  did  not  know  what  the 
175a.  English  and  French  together  intended ;  ^'  for  they  were 
already  80  hemmed  in  by  both,  that  hardly  a  hunting  place 
was  left ;  so  that  even  if  they  should  find  a  bear  in  a  tree, 
there  would  immediately  appear  an  owij^er  of  the  land,  .to 
challenge  the  property.'*  Kegardix^  the  Catawba^,  their 
answer  wag  lees  satisfectoryj  They  deplored,  it-  is  true,  the 
violation  of  the  treaty,  -  but  declined  giving  a  definite 
inewer  upon  this  point,  until  the  meeting  with  the  new 
governor. 

Thii^  conferelice,  considering  the  previously  .excited  state 
of  the  Indians,  was  considered  by  the  colonel  as  quite 
successfdl )  a  lull  aceount  of  which  was  enclosed  by  him 
ia  a  letter  to  Mr.  Clinton  upon  his  return  home  on  the 
twenty-fourth.^  -    ,     .  .     . 

'  Mr.  Clinton  was^  at  his  country  seat  at  Flushing,  XiOng 
Island,  when  his  successor.  Sir  I)anvers  Osborne,  an^ived. ' 
Thisva?  on  Sunday,  the  seventh  of  October.  The  coun- 
cil^ mayor,  corporation,,  and  the  chief  citizeoxs,  met  the  new 
governor  on  his  arrival,  md  escorted  him  to  th?  council 
chamber.  The  following  day,  Mr.  Clint<Mi  called  upon 
hi^l,  ax^d  they  both  dined  wjith  the  members  of  the  council. 
On  ."^^ednesday  morning,  Mr.  Clinton  administered  to  him 

•  ^For  this  letter,  as  weU  as  for  a  ftiH  and  detailed  aooottnt  of  this  meet- 
ihg  at  Onondaga,  the  reiader  is  referred  to  the  Do^mtntary  Buiory  of  JVeat 
Xork,  ii,  680.  .      . 

It  win  be  noticed  that  notiiing  was  said  to  the  Indians  at  this  time 
In  ^relation  to  <*  hording  tlie  liatch^t."  Bhortl^r  before  the  conference, 
Colonel  Johnson  wrote  to  Mr.  Clinton  that  in  the  present  state  of  hostili- 
ties with  the  French,  he  dipnoi  think  it  advhMtble  to  take  the  hatchet  out 
of  their  hands;  and  by  the  adyice  ^f  the  council,  to  whom  his  letter  was 
referred,  Mr.  Clinton  coiintenoanded  his  instruction  to  Johnson  in  this 
partibtxTar. — Council  minutes, 

sMr.  Clinton,  whose  health  had  been  nmeh  ikpaired  bj  thesererky  of 
the  American  winters,  had  often  requested  to  be  recalled,  ^nd  at  one  time 
had  disposed  of  tUl  his  furniture  preparatory  to  th^t  step.    It  was  not,  how- 
OTer,  until  this  year  that  the  crown  saw  fit  to  gtant  the  required  permission 
and  appoint  a  euocessor. 
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the  oath  of  office  and  delivered  to  him  the  seaU ;  at  the  ^^^^*' 
same  time  delivering  to  James  Be  La^cej  hi^  commisBion  ^-v— ^ 
as  lieutenant  governor.  As  soon 'as  these  forms  were 
finished,  Governor  Osborne,  attended  by  the  eouneil  and 
Mr.  Clinton,  s^  out  for  the  to\<rn  hall,  where  the  new  com- 
mission was  usually  read  to  the  people.  Scarcely,  however, ' 
had  the  procession  advanced  n  few  steps,  when  the  rabble,  - 
incited,  it  is  Said,  by  ther  De  Lancey  faction,  insulted  Mr. 
Clinton  so  grossly,  us  to  compel  him  to  leave  the  party,  and 
retire  inter  the  fort.  In  the  evening  cannon  were  fired,  bon' 
firelB  lighted,  fireworks  displayed^  and  the  wholp  city  was^ 
given  up  to  a  deliriuiji  of  joy.  Amid  all  these  rejoicings,  > 
Ute  new  governor  sat  in  his  room  gloomy  and  sad,  and 
seemingly  averse  to  conversation  retired  early.  On  Thurs^J 
da^y  morning  lie  informed  the  council  that  his  strict  orders^ 
Were  to  ifiisist  upon  an  indefinite  support  for  thegovernp 
ment,  and  desired  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  board  upoui 
the  pirobabilkies  of  its  success.  ^  Itwas  universally  agreed 
by  the  members  present,  that  the  assembly  never  would* 
submit  to  this  demand,  and  that  a  permanent' su^pport  could 
not  be  enfore:eid.  Turning  to  Mr/  Smith, -who  had  hitherto 
remained  silent,  he  requested  his  opinion,  whic^  being  td 
the  sameefiTeet  as  that  just  expressed,  Mr.  Osborne  sighed, 
and  leaning  againi^  the  window  with  his  &ce  partially  con* 
cealed  exclaimed,  in  great  mentalnlistrdss,  ^^Th^i  whatam 
I  sent  here  for!"'  That  same  evening  lie  was  so  unwell 
that  a  physician  was  summoned,  with  whom  he  conversed 
for  a  little  time,  and  then  retired  toJiis  chamber,  where  he 
sp^nt  most  of  the  night >  in  arranging  his  private  affiiim. 
In  the  morning  he  was  found  suspended  from  the  t^pof 
the  garden  fences  dead.  *  *  -       ' 

Sir  Danvers  Osborne  had  lost  a  wife  to  whom  he  was 
passionately  attached,  shortly  before  coming  to  New  York. 


**»■ 


1  Gouncfl  minutes. 
*  *8mith.  •  ... 

'Mumsoript  affidavits  of  Philip  Crosbj  and  John  AfUligjaii^  before  the 
council.  Sworn  to^  Ooi.  12,  1758,  and  now  preserred  in  the  secretarj  of 
8tate*B  office,  Albany,  N.  t. 
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CHAP.  This  acting  upon  a  mind"  morbidly  Sensitive,  had  thrown 
"-v— '  him  into  a  melancholy  bordering  upon  insanity.  He  came 
^^^^-  to  the  government,  charged  with  instructions  much  more 
strii^gent  in  their  tone- than  iho^  given  to  his  predecessor ; 
and  knowing  the  difficulty  which  Mr.  ClintoA  experienced 
during  his  administration,  he  saw  before  him  only  a  suc- 
cession of  storms  and  tempests.  Aln^ost  the  first  words  of 
the  city  corporation  in  i}^e\x  address  to  him  in  the  town  hall 
— "that  they  would  not  brook  any  infrmgement  of  their 
liberties  civil  and  religious,*' — convinced  Mr.  Osborne  of 
the  utter  impossibility  of  the  task  assigned  him.  All  these 
causes  working  upon  ar  morbid  state  of  mind,— wishing  to 
carry  out  his  instructions  on  the  one  hand)  yet  seeing  its 
utter  hopelessness  on  the  other, — produced  a  teniporary 
insanity,  in.  which  state  he  committed  the  rai)hact4  Par^ 
rage,  it  is  true,  threw  out  suspicions  of  unfair  play ;  and 
the  council  even  thought  it  worth  whil^  to  appoint  a  eom* 
mittee,  to  investigate  more  fully  the  eircumstancea  of  hia 
death ;  but  these  suspicions,  it  was  made  clearly  evident,- 
were  entirely  without  foundation.  V 

Immediately  on  the  death  of  (Jovemor  Oehomef  Mr. 
Pe  Laneey,  by  virtue  of  his  commission  as  lieutenimt 
governor,  assumed  the  reins  of  government.  The  role 
which  he  was  now  to  play,  though  difficulty  was  acted  witii 
his  usual  shrewdness  and  address.  He  had  Jdow  tQ  con- 
vince the  ministry  that  he  was  zealous  in  the  promotion  of 
the  interests  of  the  crown  ;  while  at  the  same*  time,  if  he 
would  retain  his  own  popularity,  he  must  show  the  assemr 
bly  that  he  was  true  to  his  former  principles,  .and  by  no 
means  required  a  compUanoe  with  the  instructions,  which, 
oh  the  part  of  his  majesty,  he  should -present  to  them.  Of 
the  instruotions  given  by  the  crown  to  Osborne,  which  were 
now  to  be  submitted  by  his  sucoessor)  the  thirty-ninth 
article  was  the  most  obnoxious.  The  impression  was 
prevalent  that  the  increasing  power  of  Mr.  De  Lancey^  and 
the  fermeiit  raised  a^in^  Mr.   CSiriton's  administratkm, 

..''         ■■■        ■-■ .III.  -.Ill*     t*tmm     .■■■»^>       ■<!  1       I  >ll>  «     I     11      ^«ti»iai  ^i— Wi^M 

^  Coui^oil  minutes.  t 
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was  the  occasion  of  the  insertion  of  Ihis article;  providing c^p^f 
as  it  did)  for  an  indefinite  support,  and  a  competent  salary  wv^ 
to  all  the  civil  officers  of  the  colony,  *  •     ^^-^ 

'  The  lieutenant  governor  in  his  opening  message  to  the 
assembly,  the  last  day  of  October,  with  consummate 
tact,  said:  "  You  will  perceive  by  the  thirty-ninth  article 
of  his  majesty's  instructions  te  Sir  Danvejrs  Osborne,  (copies 
of  which  I  shall  herewith  deliver  you)  how  highly  his 
majesty  is  disple^edat  the  neglect  of  and  contempt  shown 
to  his  royal  commissions  and  instructions,  by  your  passing 
laws  of  so  extraordinary  a  naJbure,  Mid  by  such  your  niiwar* 
rantable  proceedings,  partieulairly  set  forth  in  this  instruct 
tion;  hence  also  his  majesty's  royal  pleasure  as  to  these 
matters  will  .appear,  Bs^d  what  he  expects  from  you.  On 
this  head,  I  must  observe  to  you,  that  by 'Our  excellent  con- 
stitution the  executive  power  is  lodged  in  the  crown ;  that 
all  gavemment  is  founded  on  a  confidence  that  every  person 
will  discharge  the  duties  of  his  station ;  and  if  there  shall 
be  any  ^buse  of  power  that  the  legal  and  regular  course  is 
to  make  application  to  his  majesty,  who,  having  a  frater- 
nal tenderfiess  to  all  his  sulijects,  ia  always  ready  to  hear 
and  redress  their  grievanceeL*'  To  the  assembly,  in  paiv 
ticular,  he  adds :  ^'  I  must  earnestly  press  it  upon  yon,  that 
in  preparing  your  bill  |br  the  support  of  government.  an4 
other  public  services,  you  pay  a  due  regard  to  his  migesty's 
pleaaure  signified  in  his  instructions ;  and  frame  them  in 
such  a  manner,  as,  when  laid  before  .  me  for  my  assent,  I 
may  give  it  consistent  .with  my  duty  to  his  majesty/' 
Could  anything  Ijh^  more  ^atis&ctory  to  the  piinistry  in 
appearance  than  this  message?  ^' As  his  majesty's  repre* 
sentative,  he  was  obliged  to  urge  their  coihpliance  with 
seeming  sincerity  and  warmth ;  but  as  James  De  Lancey, 

their  old  friend  and  best  adviser,  it  was  his  real  sentiment, 

' ■  ■        ■     ■    ■  ■  ■  ■»         .     .».■         »      I      I    » 

1  Letter  to  a  nobleman.     Mass.  Hist.  Col.,  yoU  7,  II  series,  p.  81. 

The  members  comprising  the  executiye  council  at  this  time,  were  Messrs 
Colden,  Alexander,  Kennedy*  Be  Lancey,  Clarke,  jun.,   Murray,  Holland, 
Johnson,  Chambers,  and  Smith. 
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c^p.  that  never  ought  they  to  submit.  ^  The  answer  of  the 
wv^ assembly  was  equally  studied; — "On  reading  the  thirty- 
1768.  ninth  article  of  his  majesty's  instructions  to  Sir  Danvers 
Osborne,  your  honor's  immediate  predecessor,  we  are 
extremely  surprised  to  find  that  the  public  transactions  of 
this  colony  have  beed  so -maliciously  represented  to  our 
most  gracious  sovereign.-  "We  can,  sir,  with-  truth  and 
justice  affirm,  that  his  majesty  has  not  in  his  dominiolis,  a 
people  more  firmly,  and  that  from  principles  of  real  affec* 
tion,  devoted  to  his  person,  f&mily  and'  government,  than 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony.  And  we  are  greatly  at  a 
loss  to  discover  in  what  instances  th^  peace  and  ticanqfaility 
of  the  colony  have  been  disttirbed,  or  wherein  order  and 
government  have  been  subverted.  If  the  course  of  justice 
has  ,been  obstructed,  or  in  any  case  perverted,  it  has  been 
by  the  direction  or  through  the  means  of  Mr.  Clinton,  late 
governor  of  this  prov»ince,  who  sent  peremptory-orders  to 
the  judges,  clerk,.and  shenff  of  Butchesa  county,  tostay  pro- 
cess, and  »top  the;  proceedings  in  several  cases  of  private 
property  depending  in  that  court,  and  .also  did  in  i  other 
counties  commissionate  judges  and  justices  of  known  ill 
character  and  extreme >- ignorance;  and  others  were  so 
shamefully  ignorant  and  illiterate,  as  to  be  unable  to  write 
their  own  names,  from  whence  we  greatly  fear  that  justice 
has  in  many  cases  been  partially,  or  very  unduly  admin- 
istered."' By  such  false  charges  did  the  asstoibly  att^empt 
fo  injure  Mr.  Clinton,  for  the  sake  of  gratifying  its'  pet' 
sonal  enmity*  False  they  undombtedly  were.  The  riots 
eominenced  in  Dutchess  county,  to  which  aUusionns  here 
made,  wer^  brought  against  their  captains  by  those  who 
had  deserted  the  expedition  to  Canada  in  174&;  and  Mr. 
Clinton  had  confessed  at  tiie  time  to  *the  house,  that  his 
letters  to  the  justices,  had  i)een  written  ignorantly  and  in 
haste,  and  that  if  any  one  was  injured  he  would  pav  out 
of  his  own  purse  his  damages.    As  to  tbe  charge  of 
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appoiHting  ignorant  men,  he  wa»  not  the  only  goyen&or  c^. 
"wiio  had  eired  in  a  similar  mann^;  and  indeed  Mr.  De  w,^^ 
Lancey  himself  wacr  not  fi?ee  from  the  same  charge.  ^        ^^^ 

The  change  in  the  adininistrationv  was,  however,  pro- 
dncliye  of  one  good  re8alt^--that  of  inftiaing  into  thia 
assembly  a  desire  to  take  active  measures  for  the  defence 
of  the  province.  AH  the  wishes  pf  the  governor  on  this 
point — aa  itrdeeid  pn  every  other-^-^en^  promptly  responded 
to.  On  his  sending  down  to  them  a  letter  from  the  ead  of 
Mbldeness,  ni*gin^  that  measures  shbuld  b^  immediately 
taken  to  resist  the  incursion  of  liie  French,  it  t^as  detei^ 
mined  to  assist  the  neighboring  colonies,  some  of  whom 
had  written  for  aid,  aqd  to  mi^et  force  by  force.  Eight  hun* 
drM  pounds  were  voted  for  Indian  presents,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  f6r  his  voyage  to  Albiny.  Fifteen 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  were  Voted  for  his  salary,--^  much 
larger  sum  than  ever  before  given  to  any  lieutenant 
governor;  and  also  th^  arrearages  of  his  pay  as  chief  jus- 
tice up  to  the  twelfth  of  October.*  Before  the  dose  of 
the  session,  an  elabomte  complaint  to  the  crown*,  and  a 
representation  to  the-  board  of  trade  against  Mr.  Clinton 
were  drawn  up,  and  fo>rwarded  through  Mr.  De  Lancey  and 
Mr.  Charles  to  the  home  government* '  The  assembly  was 
then  pi^orogued  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  following 
March,' — ^the  lieutenant  governor  'Henderly  remarking 
before  theyparted,  that  they  ^^must  be  sensible  they  had  not 
acted  with  his  majesty's  royal  instructions."  * 

TJ^n  the  death  of  Sir  Danvers  Osborne,  Mr.  Clinton 
retired  to  the  west  end  of  Longlsland^  ^encehe  embarked 
shoHly  afterwitrd  for  England.  *  Before  he  sailed,  Mr.  De 
Lancey,  anxious  to  6^ure  his  influence  in  England, 
endeavored  to  effect  a  reconciliation,  and  doubtless  would 
have  succeeded,  had  not  Mrs.   Clinton,  by  her  influence, 
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ca^p.  thwarted  his  designs.^  On  his  return  hoixuo,  |4r«  GUntoa 
s..^^^  received  the  governorship  cf  Greenwich  iiQjBpital,  a  sin^ 
1758.  cure, '  and  on  the  death  of  Admiral  Stewart  in  the  month 
of  March,  1757,  became  admiral  of  the  fleet.  ^*  Having 
thus  obtained  the  highest  rank  in  the  service,  with  unsullied 
reputation,  and  the  justly  acquired  chariicter  of  metituxg, 
on-  all  occasions,  the  good  will  of  inis  countrymen,  he  died 
on  the  tenth  jof  July,  1761,  in  tho'B^pnlyififdir'year  of  his 
age."*       »    .  -^     -.  • 

The  character  of  Mr*  Clinton  has  no^  I  think,  been  &iiij 
drawn.  Those,  upon  whose  opinions  his  character  rests, 
were  persons  living  at  the  same  ^ay,  aiid  who,  influenced 
by  party  strife,  were  not  ii^  a  position  to  ju^dge  impartially. 
He- was  an  imcouth-and  unlettered^  admiral,  who  )iad  been, 
through  the  Newcastle  interest^  appointed,  to  the  chaix  of 
governor.  Hei  was  evidently  ununited  to  his  position ;  and 
bis  former  profession,  in  which  h^  had.  always  been  accus- 
tomed to  command,  illy  fitted  him  to  brave  the  rebuffs  ai^d 
the  opposition  of  party  faction.  His  manner,  too,  was 
not  such  as  to  win  -friends..  Having  to  depend  entirely 
upon '  the  advice  of  those  around  himi  he  was  o^ten  the 
dupe  of  .titiose  better  .versed  in  jthe  arts  of  diplomacy  than 
himself.  -But  I  look  in  vain  for  that  love  of  ease,  to  the 
neglect  of  his  official  duties,  of  which  he  is  accused  by 
Mr.  Smith.  On  the  contmry,  although  he  relied  too  much 
on  the  advice  of  others  for  his  own  good,  yet  it  was  caused 
more  by  a  consciousujess  of  a- lack  of  education,  than  by  a 
desire  to  shirk  action.  In  the  care  of  the  Indians  he  was 
indefktigable,  afiiq^ars  by  hid  large*  eorr6iQ>ondenee  with 
Colonel  Johnson  and,  the  officers  of  the  different  frontier 
pdsts.  He  labored  ijxce^santiiy  with  his  assembly  to  make 
them  realize  the  condition  of  the  colony,  and  had  they  met 
his  viewsJialjf  way,  or  even  manifested  a  tyfhe.of  his  energy, 
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the  province  of  New  York  would  not  have  presented  such  cr^. 
an  inviting  field  for  the  encroachments  of  the  French,  v-^y-^ 
He  is  accused  of  amassing  by  unfair  means  a  large  fortune  ^^^^' 
while  governor,  yet  he  freely  advanced  out  of  his  private  >  .^ 

purse  large  sums  for  the  exigenciei^  of  the  Indian  affairs, 
and  many  times  saved  thes  Bix  Kationfa  from  defection,  and 
the  province  from  the  horrors  of  a  predatory  warfare,  when 
it  was  impossible  to  rouse  the  assembly  to  a  sense  of  danger. 
Indeed,- 1  think  it  jpaay  safely  b.^  s^d,,  that  had  it  not  been  ,^^^ 
for  the  untiring  efforts  of  Mr.  Clinton  wd  Colonel  John-  '"' 
sod,,  the  Six  Nations  would  have  been  completely  woii.oyer 
by  the  French,  and  the  fire^brdnd  and  tomahawjc  carried 
down  to  *ihe  very  gates  of  New  York.       .  . 
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of  OoloAel  Johnson  l^giiis:    In  ord^to*  cocreody  appre^ 

1768.  ciate  his  fiitnre  <^re^,  it  is  Weoe^saT^to  und^ralBad  fiiUjr 

th^  cotuplTea4ion9  ivhick  had  Jkgainftnsen  between  dM 

English  and  the  French ;  ttnd  \i(rhich  l^d^'to  a>  renewal' <^ 

hostilities  between  those  two  nations,  finally  culminating 
in  the  war,  which  shook  both  hemispheres  to  their  very 
centres. 

The  treaty  of  Aix  LaChapelle,  as  remarked  in  the  last 
chapter,  was  im  its  effect  only  a  truce.  The  boundaries 
between  the  lands  belonging  to  the  crowns  of  England 
and  France,  were  left  as  indefinite  after,  as  before  the 
treaty ;  and  consequently,  those  lands,  to  the  possession  of 
which  both  claimed  a  right,  wei*e  still  in  dispute.  The 
valley  of  the  Ohio,  with  its  noble  forests  and  alluvial 
meadows,  presented  to  the  eyes  of  both  governments  a 
tempting  prize,  which  each  was  unwilling  to  relinquish. 
The  grounds  on  which  France  founded  her  right  to  the 
ownership  of  this  fair  domain,  were  discovery  and  occu- 
pancy. She  insisted  that  La  Salle,  Father  Marquette  and 
others  had  sailed  down  the  Mississippi,  and  that  settle- 
ments had  been  made  in  tiie  vicinity  of  Li^ke  Michigan 
and  on  the  Wabash,  long  before  it  had  been  travelled  by 
any  Englishman.  '  On  this  point,  however,  the  statements 
of  the  early  French  writers  are  very  confused,  and  the 
&ct  itself  is  difiplcult  to  substantiate.  The  claims  of  Eng. 
land  were  infinitely  broader.  She  had  from  the  very  first 
claimed  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  on  the  ground 
that  the  discovery  and  possession  of  the  sea  board,  was  a 


discorery  of  th^  whole  countiy  lying  between   the  two  ^jj}f> 
Oceans^     So  £Kr,  indeed}  as  aetoal  discoveiy  was  an  argii-<«.v^ 
ment,  she  insisted  Upon  it  very  little.    It  is  true,  that  in  ^^^       i 
1742,  John  Howard;  crosaing  the  mountoins.  latched  a 
canoe  of  Bd^ialo  hide,  a&d  sailed  down  the  Ohio,  reaching  \ 

the  Mississippi,  only  to  b«f  captutted  T)y  the  French.  Ckrti- 
rad  Weiser,  the  Pennf^lvania  Interpreter,  had  also  in  1T46 
taken  a  trip  to  Logstown^  bx^  Indian  canton-  on  tibe'  Ohio^ 
aad  distribute  presents  to  the  Indians.  This,  honH^ver, 
eonld  pte  the  English  no  claim-,  9&  .neither  of  those  per* 
sons  made  any  sett}em,(Miter ;  and  Isfesid^,  the  entite  valley 
through  which  the  former  sailed^  had  been  trapped  and 
traversed  Ion?  before  by  the  Freni^h  hunters  and  tradehr. 
But  the  chief  argument  on  which  the  En^ttsh  based  their 
daim  to  the  own^rstdp  of  the  lands  west  of  tiie  AU^ha- 
files  was,  tha^i  tiie*09uOfTatt*^be)dtiged  tothe  Sijc  Kations, 
imd  t^at  when  they- ifi'ldSi,  at  Albmy,  placed  all  their 
lands  under  the^rotecticm  of  England,  this  valley  was  also 
Lftduded;  Aeide  from  this  right  to  preyteet  their  lands, 
whicA^-^tmder  the  supposition  tbat  the-  Six  Kati^hs  wei^ 
correct  in  their  daim  to  the  Iflnas  k  questions-was  tmde^ 
ni«Me,  the  Englicih  declared  that  many  of  the  western 
lands  were  actually  purchased  by  thcbn  £rom  the  Indians  at 
tlie  tfeafy  hdid  m  LazM^Mwr  in  1744.  A  .few  deeds  <st 
land  were  at  that  time  unquestionably  given;  and  aiiipx% 
thetti  OTbC  in  lAiidli  was  recognized  l^e  rightof  ik^  king 
^^to  all  las^s  that  are  or  by  his  mqaity's  appointment 
shall  be  wiiUn  thie  Dolooy  of  YlrgiAia.."  Under  this  di»ed 
— although  it:  was  repudiatieid  by  the  XndiaAs  at  Logs);oipg 
in  1759 — ^ihe  English  relied  in  -lUl  iheiraubaequej^t  proce^dr 
ioigs,  Aft^  thifl^  s^emanti.  ivere  farther  extended  west- 
w<af^  ae  the  dedice  ^  tibue  whM^efl  4o  enlarge  their  trade 
with.the  Jniians  Uiqreas^di,  until  in  1748  s^«trei[<tl  ix>divld^ 
aJLs,  among  wbjom  were  Aogustine  ftnd  Lslur^ce,  birothi^ 
^  GfK^^ge.  Washington,  formed '|an:^spci^tio];L  under  the 
name  of  the  Ohio  Company ;  tod  petitioned  the  crown 
for  a  grant  of  six  hundred  thousand  acres  of  tand  West  of 
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^^  the  AUeghanies,  The  object  of  this  enterprise  wae  to  own 
s.v^laiida,  upon  which  to  establish  tmding  housed,  and  im- 
vm,  port  the  fturs  obtained  from  the  IMians,  receiving,  in 
return  European  goodp.^  .  ThesQ  lands  were  to  be  princi- 
pally located  upon  the  soi^tii  ;«i4e  of  the .  Ohio,  an(J  to 
include. all  the  region  that  was . embraced  between  tiie 
Monongahela  and  the  Kanawha  rivers;  .the  company 
lids^rviiigto  itself  the  p^vilege  of  settling  a  po^on  upon 
the  Jiortib  side,  should  it.  be  deemed  advisable.  As  no 
permimient  settlement,  however,  Qould.  be  made  by  the 
company  with  ;any  Jb^ope  of  success  without  some  defi- 
nite arrangement  with  the  Indians,  the  government  of 
Virginia  was  petitioned  to  invite  them  to  a  treaty,  ^t  which 
a  better  title  to  the  lands  t^  be  settled,  could  be  obtained. 
As  a  preliminary  step  to  this  measure,  Chi:iQtopher  Gist  was 
sent  to  explore  the  pouidjfy,  and  report  his.  obserrvations  to 
the  board.  Pursuing-  his  instructions,  Mr.  Gist,  in  th^ 
winter  of  1751,  went  down  the  south  bank  of  the  river  418 
for  as  the  Kaoawha,  in  thei  vicinity  of  whic^,  he  spent 
ff^verali  m^QUfhs,  taking  accurate  observations  of  the  quality 
of.the  .laad,  audits  suitablepess for  the  oljject  pmposed.? 
Finding,  however,  that  nO  farther  progress  leOuld  be  madjs 
until  the  Indians — ^who  influenced  by  the  Fren<^k  trad^v 
how :  regarded  with  extreme  suspicion  thejdesigns  of  the 
Snglish — had  beeia  won  over,  commissioners  w.ere  sent  .in 
May  1752,  ta  Logstown  to  treat  widi  the  Mingoes,  Shaw«* 
nees  and  Ohio  Indians.  On  the  Lancaster  treaty  being 
produced,  and  the  western  lands  under  that  treaty  claimed, 
the chieft  indignantly  replied  that  ''they  had  not  heard  of 
an;;^  sale  t^est  of  *the  warriors*  road,  which  ran  <^t  the  foot 
of  *the  Alleghany  ridge."  WhHe  they  acknowledged  the 
treaty  of  Lancaster,  and  the  authority  of  the  Six  Nations, 
they  denied  that  it  gave  the  English  any  claim  to  latid 
west  of  the  Allegbanies ;  but,  added  the  half  Mng^  ''  as  the 
French  have  already  struck  our  friends,  the  Miamis,  w6 
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therefore  desire  that  our  brothers  of  Virginia  will  bijild  acRAi^ 
strong  house  at  the  fork  of  theMonongahela."  .  JSTot  SAtiJh>r-^ 
fied,  however,  with  this,  tJie  commissions^  prevaili&dupQn  ^.?^- 
Captain  MoiMour  to  use  his  mfluence  .with  th^  Ii^dians^ 
to  effect  a  sale  of  tiie  Imidaih  questipA^    The  influence 
of  the  half  breed  was  successful ;  arid  apon  the  thirteenth 
of  June  a  deed,  signed  by  all  the  chie&,  was  givei^  ^^con- 
firmingihe  Xancaster  treaty  in  its  full  effect' '  a^d  gufiXBiBtj-^ 
ing  that  the  settleqiBntS' south-east  of  the  Ohio  should  not 
by  them  be*  molested.* 

The  l^nch,  meani^^^iile,*  were  not  indifferent  to  the 
designs  of  the  English.  It  was  evid^t  to  them,  that  if  th.e 
lattei*  were  allowed  to  establish  settleooiepts  ai^ad,  trading 
jjosts  along  the  Ohio,  it  would  intpnfer^  grievously  with 
their  own  plans  for  its  possession.  The  governors  of  Canada 
— -generally  military  meni--had  watched  their  rivals  with 
jealous  eyes ;  afid  for  several  ye%rs  had  selected  a,nd  fortified 
such  positions  as  would  best  eomma^d  an  ascendency  oyeir 
the  Indians,  and  secure  a  rendezvous  fcoiQ  which  to  make 
incursions  upon  the  northern  frontiers.'  Th^ .spiritual  ^xm 
was  also  called  to  their  aid,  and  missionary,  stal^qms,  ^^  deep 
in  thd  wilderness,"  quietly  went  on.with'tbe  work  ^f  conr 
version.  As  soon  therefore  as  La  Jonqui^re,  the  Canadian 
governor,  heard  of  the  formatioa  of  the  Ohio  company, 
dieeming  it  an  iutruston  into  ^^  the  dominionsrof  his  most 
Christian  majesty,"  he  wrote  to  the  govemors.of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  informing  theni  <»f. the  encroaehments 
of  the  English  traders  upon  French  territory,  aad  threaten- 
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•    1  Probibl/  Henry  Ifiiftim,  th«  IiKlian  Iaterpr«t«F — 9011  of  G|U^9^9  Moi|- 
tow^to  whoa  ftUnaton  haa  b^en  made  in  a  former  chapter. 

'In^ifl  dieouMMon  of  the  freneh  and  English  olahns  to  the  Ohio  Tanej« 
I  hare  Areely  consulted  a  Tery  able  paper  in  the  North  American  Review  tot 
July  1889,— entitled,  <*  A  iroTiew  of  t^irehi  ChrMgh  tLe  interier  partp 
of  North  America,  in  the  yesre  1766,  1767/and  176a"  .iLhae  bepn  stated 
that  a  fvm  Iroquois  ehieft  were  present  at  the  LogstowA  treatqf>  This  hoip- 
erer,  is  denied  by  Colonel  Johnson  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Clinton.  Doc, 
ffii.N,  F.,  il,  624,  .  , 
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<^^.  itig  thdt  unless  th«y  immediately  ^thdrew  he.  should  seL^e 
wv-/them  "wherever  found/' ^  No  notice  being  taken  of  this 
i^W-  threat,  La  Jonqui&re  proved  its  sincerity  by  seizing,  in  the 
summer  of  1752,  «ome  English  traders  among  the  Taigh- 
wees,  and  confining  them  for  a  time  at  F^sque  Isle  on  Lake 
Erie,  Where  a  strong  fort  at  th^t  time  was  erecting.  Sim« 
ultaneously,  by  a  chaiti  of  posts  along  the  French  i^reek 
and  Allegnany  river,  a  communication  waa  opened  from 
Fres^ue  Isle  to  the  Ohio,  which  was  kept  clear  by  detach^ 
ments  of  troops  stationed  at  convenient  distances  { — ^twelve 
hundred  tnen  being  sent  at  one  time,  as  was  mentioned  in 
thd  last  chapter,  for  thts  puipose. 

The  Ohi6  company,  justly  considering  these  proci^dings 
as  a  direct  intirusion  tlpon  the  lands  which,  as  part  of  Vir- 
^nia,  had  be^n  grahfed  it  by  the  croWn^.  epniplained 
bitterly  of  this  grievance,  and  called  upoli ,  Hobeit  Din- 
widdie,  the  lieutenant  governor  of  that,  province,  to 
demand  that  these  aggressions  should  be  stepped.  This 
j^ntleman  having  laid  the  matter  before  his  assemb^,  that 
body  resolved  that  a  messenger  shbuld  be  tent  to  Le  Oardeur 
9t  Pierre,  commander  of  the  French  troops  then  stationed 
in  the  west,  to  remonstrate  with  him  against  these  encroach* 
mtots. 

The  messenger  to  whom  waH  entrusted « this  delicate 
mission;  was  George  Washington*  His  coolness,  knowledge 
of  woodcraft,  and  fiuniliarity  with  hardship,  acquired  in 
his  profession  of  surveyor,  eminently  quaflified  him  for.  the 
undertaking.  Late  in  October,  1753,  he  eet  out  from  Wil- 
liamsburgh,  and  arrived  at  Wells  creek'  in  fourteen  days. 
Here  being  joined  by  an  Indian  and  a  French  interpreter, 
the  young  envoy,  with  Gist  {Is  a  guide,  hac|tened  forv^ard. 
Before  he  would  reacl^  his  destination,  four  hundred 
miles  of  a  trackless  wilderness  was  to  be  traversed,  Tull  of 
savage  men  and  savage  beasts,  and  deep  with  thjb  early 
snows  of  wintd^.    Tet  in  the  face  of  sleet,  Mid  rain,  and 
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snow — ^througli  tangled  underbrush  and  across  icy  preci-  qgjjj, 
pices — ^he  pushed  on^  and  upon  the  eleventh  of  December  s.^--^ 
reached  fort  La  Boeuf,  ^  at  the  head  of  the  western  branch  ^^^' 
of  French  creek,  Uie  headquarters  of  the  French  command- 
ant   St.  Pierre  received  him  with  great  courtesy;  and     - 
after  remaining  three  or  four  days,  during  whieh  he  em* 
ployed  himself  in  taking  accurate  observations  of  th^'    v 
strength  and  position  of  the  fort,  he  set  out  on  his  return^ 
bearing  with  him  a  sealed  letter  to  Dinwiddie  from  the 
French  commandant'  » 

The  answer  of  St.  Pi&rre, — which  was  to  the  effect  that 
he  had  taken  possession  of  the  Ohio  under  the  authority 
of  his  general,  the  governor  of  Canada,  to  whom  he  would 
refer  the  matter  and  abide  by  his  decision,— convinced  the 
assembly  of  Virginia  that  the  Qhio  would  not  be  given  up 
without  a  severe  struggle.  Acting  with  these  idews, 
Governor  Dinwiddie  wrote  to  the  board  of  trade  informing 
it  that  a  descent  of  the  Ohio  was  meditated  eaf ly .  in  the 
spring  by  some  iifteen  hundred  French  and  Indians,  having 
for  its  design  the  entire  occupation  d!  the  valley  of  that 
river.  At  the  same  time  he  sent  expresses  to  the  govern^ 
CIS  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  for  aid,  and  proceeded^ 
at  the  suggestion  of  his  council,  to  raise  two  companies 
of  troops^— one  of  which  was  to  be  given  to  Washington, 
while  a  backwoodsman,  by  the  name  of  Trent,  was  to  rais^ 
the  other  and  proceed  at  once  to  the  frontier,  to  aid  i^  * 
completing  a  fort,  already  begun  by  the  Ohio  company  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Alleghany  and  the  Monongahela. 

Having  thus  briefly  sketched  the  progress  of  events  in 
the  Ohio  valley  up  to  the  opening  of  this  year-^1754, 1 
now  return  to  afiairs  in  the  province  of.  JSTew  York. 

The  general  assembly  met  on  the  ninth  of  April.  In  ]bis 
opening  message,  Mr.  De  Lancey  informed  the  legislature 
of  tiie  recent  encroo^ihmehts  of  the  Frenoh  npon  th^  teirri- 


1  Waterford. 

s  For  a  full  Moount  of  this  jq/wmtj,  see  Waihington's  Jonrnal  on  VbU^ 
gwatlMi  is  Sj^fai'a  ir«tA«iy<9f»,  vol.  II,  App«ii4iz. 
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c^j^.  tory  of  his  majesty,  and  of  their  preparations  for  its  secure 
v-v— '  occupancy  by  the  erection  of  a  chain  of  forts  from  Lake 
1764.  jjpJq  ^  jTj^Q  Ohio.  In  connection  with  this,  the  determina- 
tion of  Virginia  to  resist  these  aggressions^  and  her  request 
for  aid  from  the  colony  of  New  York  was  alluded  to — as 
was  also  the  defenceless  condition  of  their  own  northern 
frontier,  and  the  urgent  necessity  for  the  erection  of  more 
forts  for  its  protection.  The  importance  of  the  trading 
post  at  Oswego,  moreover,  was  such  as  to  need  no  argument 
to  induce  them  to  vote  a  sum  silfficient  for  its  thorough  repair, 
for,  situated  on  the  direct  route  of  the  French  to  the  Ohio, 
it  was  liable  at  any  time  to.be  attacked.  It  was  his  hope, 
therefore,  in  view  of  the  expectations  which  his  miyesty 
had  expressed  in  the  earl  of  Holdemesse's  letter,  that  ample 
means  would  be  granted  'not  only  for  transporting  two  of 
the  independent  companies  to  Virginia,  treating  with  the 
Six  Nations,  and  fortifying  the  northern  frontier,  but  also 
fair  their  share  of  any  expense  that  might  be  incurred  by  the 
colonies  for  the  public  welfare.  The  assembly,  in.  their 
answer  on  the  twelfth,  admitted  that  the  several  matters 
recommended  by  his  excellency  were  certainly  of.  the 
utmost  importance  ^  to  all  his  majesty's  colonies  upon  the 
continent,  tad  ought  to  be  esteemed  a  public  coaicem." 
In  view  likewise  of  tjie  active  operations  of  the  French, 
and  their  efibrts  to  secure  all  tiie  Indian  nations  in  their 
interest,  Virginia,  they  thought,  was  deserving  of  all  praise 
for  her  vigorous  action.  So  fer  all  was  well ;  .but  with  a 
niggardly  spirit,  rendered  the  more  glaring  by  their  seeming 
appreciation  of  the  critical  state  of  affairs,  regretted,  in 
the  very  same  paragraph,  that  the  paucity  of  the  colony 
would  prevent  them  affording  all  that  assistance  to 
their  sister  colony  that  they  could  wish.  The  reason  of 
this  inability,  they  said,  was  the  large  debts  that  the  colony 
had  already  incurred  for  its  own  protectioh, — especially  the 
great  expense  to  which  it  had  been  subjected  in  building 
the  forts  at  Albany,  Schenectady,  Fort  Hunter  and  Oswego. 
Moreover,  all  that  the  colony  could  raise  would  b^  }iardly 
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sufficient  for  the  defence  of  its  own  frontiers,  menaced  as  chap.    ^ 
much  by  the  French  settlement  at  CroWn  Point,  as  werev-.y— / 
the  southern  colonies  by  the  forts  aleng  the  -Ohio^    They,  ^^^ 
howdter,  voted  one  thousand  pounds  for  the  aid  of  Vir- 
ginia, four  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds  for  doubling  the 
garrison  at  Oswego,  and  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds 
for  Indian  presents,  and  the  expense  of  the  coming  treaty. 
They  also  agreed  to  pay  the  charges  incident  to  -repairing 
Oswego,  and  bear  their  share  in  erecting  forts  along  the 
frontier  for  mutual  protection.* 

The  excuse  of  the  assembly  for  not  doing  more  in  aid  of 
its  sister  colony,  had  it  come  from  a  body  of  men  that  had 
uniformly  proved  its  patriotism  by  being  ever  alive  to  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  would  bave  been  amply  sufficients  ^\ 

but  emanating,  as  it  did,  from  an  assembly  which  had  always 
manifested  the  greatest  indifference  to  the  welfare  of  the 
province,  and  which  had  left  the  settlers  upon  the  frontier 
exposed  to  all  the  horrors  of  a  merciless  predatory  warfare, 
its  excuse  was  little  better -than  a  miserable  shift.  The 
trading  house  at  Oswego  had  been  left  for  two  years  past 
with  a  miserable  roof  of  bark,  although  its  condition  had 
been  frequently  called  to  their  attention,'  and  the  frontier 
fortifications  were  not  in  a  much  better  condition.     The   *  »* 

fort  at  Saratoga  had  been  burned  and  abandoned  because 
they  had  refused  to  keep  it  in  a  proj)er  state  of  defence ; 
the  friendship  of  the  Six  Kations  had  been  spurned,  wd         ^  ^«;^ 
Colonel  Johnson  quarreled  with,  for  bringing  these  matters  .   ■ 

to  their  attention,— »so  that  this  sudden  anxiety  for  the  '     • 

security  and  welfare  of  the  colony,  was  simply  ridiculous.  ^^  , 

The  argument,  advanced  by  the  assembly — that  the  king  * 

should  afford  the  means  for  thp  protection  of  his  own  ^  • 

dependencies  was  true,  so  far  as  the  rights  of  the  crown 
were  involved  in  the  defence  of  the  colonies  j  but. the  pro- 
tection of  the  firesides  of  the  colonists  themselves,  when 

-      -  •  ■        -  — 

^  Journals  of  the  aMemt>l7. 
^  >  Idem.    See  also  Smitli. 
^Manuseripi  <K>anoU  minmUs. 
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<^t^.  only  their  individual  interests  were  at  stake,  certainly 
w^^  should  not  have  boen«a  burden  upon  the  home  government. 
1754  Mr,  Do  Lancey,  deeijning  the  answer  of  the  aseemblj 
unsatisfactory,  reminded  it  in  a  special  message  on  the 
nineteenth,  of  the  resolution  passed  at  its  fall  session  ^'  to 
repel  force  by  force/*  Quoting  an  extract  from  a  letter 
lately  received  from  the  board  of  tradc-^to  the  effect  tliat 
high  expectations  had  been  raised  in  the  mind  of  his 
mi^esty  by  that  resolution, — ho  begged  that  it  would  act 
promptly  upon  this  occasion,  and  send  to  Virginia  the 
assistance  which  she  so  earnestly  requested.  To  this  the 
house  replied  by  referring  him  to  the  resolution  in  ques- 
tion—" that  they  would  assist  any  of  his  majesty's  colonies 
to  repel  force  by  for^e  in  case  they  were  irmtded,**  and  evttoively 
resolved  that  there  had  as  yet  been  no  invasion,  a»  the  fort 
which  had  been  built  by  the  French  was  $t  French  creek, 
and  **  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  river  Ohio,'*  the 
cause  of  the  dispute.  The  executive  at  once  answered  this 
quibble  by  stating  that  the  forts  in  question  had  been 
erected  in  the  countiy  of  the  Erics — a  nation  entirely  Buni- 
liilated  by  the  Six  Natic^ns — and  that  as  by  the  treaty  of 
tTtretcht,  the  Six  Nations  were  the  subjects  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  building  of  the  forts  "  was  evidently  an  invasion 
of  Ids  majesty's  territories,  though  perhaps,  not  so  clearly 
t«ithi^  the  limits  of  any  colony.*'  The  assembly,  however, 
was  not  to  be  tnoved,  and  besides  the  bill  for  raising  the 
^pi^Hes  had  already  been  sent  up  to  the  council  for  the 
action  of  that  body.  This  bill,  which  provided  that  the 
different  sums  should  be  issued  by  the  treasurer  on  the 
ireceipts  of  the  persons  named  therein,  and  not  by  ihe  war- 
rant from  the  governor,  nor  with  the  "  consent  of  his 
ttiftj'eBty's  council,"  was  deemed  by  the  council  not  to  be 
tn  ^cordance  with  the  '^  commission  and  instructions,"  and 
was  therefore  sent  back  to  the  house  for  revision.  This 
the  latter  refused  to  do,  alleging  that  tie  bill  was  according 
"  to  a  ihethod  long  pursued,  settled  with,  and  solenmly 
agreed  to,  by  the  late  Governor  Clinton;"  but  ia  answer 
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to  another  message  firom  the  executive,*  counselling cr^. 
unanimity  and  dispatch,  it  agreed  to  frame  a  bill  which  v-^-^ 
should  not  be  obnoxious  to  the  above  objections.  Before,  ^^*^ 
however,  the  bill  was-  reconsidered,  it  proceeded  to  vote 
the  supplies  which  it  was  to  contain,  but  made  no  allu^n 
to  the  one  thousand  pounds  lately  voted  to  Virginia.  This 
omission  waa  pointed  out  to  their  notice  by  Mr.  De  L»Qf-' 
cey  in  a  special  message  on  the  fourth  of  May ;  and  the 
assembly  were  specially  urged  not  to  omit  the  sum  allowed 
to  Virginia,  which,  by  its  having  been  previously  voted, 
would  remain  an  indellible  stain  on  its  reputation.  In  its 
answer  the  same  day  the  house  bluntly  charged  the  coun- 
cil with  the  delay,  and  the  withdrawal  of  aid  from  Vir- 
giJaia.  They  farther  said  that  when  they  promised  to  frame 
a  bill  which  should  obviate  i&ll  objections,  they  referred 
only  to  those  provisions  whidi  were  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  security  of  the  colony — and  that  they  did  not  con- 
sider themselves  chargeable:  with  any  ill  &ith.  In  conclu- 
sion they  uttered. a  growl  at  the  large  sums  of  money  they 
wese  forced  to-  expend  by  so  long  a  sitting,  especially  when 
they  could  be  of  no  service,  and  requested  that  they  might 
all  be  dismissed  to  their  homes^  Mr.  De  Lancey  in  his 
reply  stated  that  he  ahould  lay  a  candid  statement  of  their 
oonduct  before  the  kii^;  and  having  given  his  assent  to 
those  bUls  that  were  ready;  proroguied  the  assembly. 

Meanwhile,  Virginia  was  not  idle.  The  assembly,  though 
not  without  great  unwillingness,  voted  ten  thousand  pounds 
for  the  defence  of  the  province,  and  increased  the  two 
companies  abeady  formed  to  six.^  In  answer  also  to  the 
solicitations  of  Dinwiddie,  a  few  troops  arrived  from  South 
Carolina,  and  intelligence  was  received  at  nearly  the  same 
time  that  South  Carolina  had  voted  twelve  thousand  pounds 
for  defence,  and  that  four  hundred  volunteers  would  soon 
be  on  the  way  to  Winchester.  The  prospect  now  looked 
more  cheering ;  and  a  regiment  of  six  hundred  men  Was 
immediately  raised  and  placed  tinder  the  command  of 

iQoTemor  Dinwiddie  to  Lieutenant  OoTernor  De  Lanoey.  i 
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c^p.  Colonel  Joshua  Fry,  Washington  being  made  second  in 
w^—' command,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel.  The 
17M.  governor,  in  order  to  stimulate  the  military  ardor  of  the 
people  and  give^  energy  to  enlistments,  issued  a  proclama- 
tion, offering  a  bounty  of  two  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
land  on  the  Ohio  river,  to  be  divided  among  diose  troopa- 
who  should  enlist  for  the  proposed  expedition,  free  from  all 
quit  rents  for  fifteen  years.  ^ 

All  now  was  bustle  and  activity.  Captain  Trent,  with 
forty-one  men,  pushed  ahead  to  occupy  the  fort  at  the 
Monongahela.  Young  men,  lured  on  by  the  tempting, 
bounty,  and  seeing  themselves  in  the  futiure  snugly 
esconced  ill  comfortable  farms,  hastened  to  enlist.  Cannon 
which  had  arrived  from  England  for  the  fort  at  the  fork,, 
were  hurried  forward.  All  day  long  the  farrier  plied  hia 
forge,  and  at  night  the  sparks  from  its  huge  chimney  told 
of  the  work  that  was  still  going  on  within.  Wagons  were 
got  in  readiness,  old  firelocks  mended,  and  swords  whieh 
had  been  handed  down  as  heir  looms  from  father  to  son^ 
were  taken  down  from  over  the  fireplace^  polished,- and 
inade  ready  for  service. 

As  soon  as  the  genial  rays  of  the  sun  had  unlocked  the 
icy  chains  which  bound  the  western  ^streams.  Colonel 
Washington  set  out  from  Alexandria,  with  two  companies 
— ^11  that  had  been  collected. .  The  march  was  slow  and 
painful.  The  melting  snows  and  the  warm  days  and  cold 
nights  of  early  spring  rendered  the  roads  nearly  impassable. 
The  baggage  moved  forward  slowly  from  the  scarcity -of 
wagons  in  which  to  transport  it,  and  the  "  self-willed  and 
ungovernable"  recruits  under  Washington  rendered  efficient 
concert  of  action  almost  impossible..  Wills  creek  was  at 
length  reached  upon  the  twentieth  of  April.  Just  before 
his  entrance  into  this  settlement.  Colonel  Washington  was 
met  by  the  ensign  of  Captain  Trent's  company.  The 
intelligence  brought  by  this  messenger  was  moumfhl  in 
the  extreme.    It  was,  that  while  his  company  were  at  work 
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upon  the  fort,  a  body  of  one  thousand  French  troops,  com-  °&Jf  • 
manded  by  ContreccBor,  in  threejiundred  and  sixty  bateaux,  ^.v--^ 
had  dropped  down  the  river  from  Venango,  and  planting  ^^*^ 
their  artillery  before  the  jfcrt,  summoned  them  to  surrender.^ 
Although  this  estimate  of  the  French  forces  was  greatly 
exaggerated,  yet  resistance  was  of  course  hopeless,  and  the 
garrison  surrendered,  being  allowed  to  retain  their  arms 
and  tools.  The  fort  was  forthwith  occupied  by  Contrecoeur, 
completed  and  fortified  with  the  cannon  he  had  brought 
with  him,  and  named  in  honor  of  the  Canadian  governor, 
Fort  Du  Quesne.  *  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  war.  * 
On  the  reception  of  this  news  Washington  halted,  and 
gent  back  expresses  to  the  governors  of  Virginia  and  Penn- 
sylvania, informing  them  of  his  critical  situation,  and 
urging  theyi  to  hasten  forward  reinforcements.  At  the 
same  time  he  called  a  council  of  war, 'in  which,  after*  con- 
sidering  the  evils  that  would  result  from  the  raw  and  undis- 
ciplined troops  being  left  in  idleness,  it  was  determined  to 
push  forward  at  once  to  the  confluence  of  the  Red  Stone 
creek  and  Monogahela,  and  employ  the  men  in  erecting  a 
fortification  at  that  place.  WMle  Washington,  with  bis 
men,  was  preparing  to  cross  the  Youghiogeny  by  construct- 
ing a  bridge  over  that  river,  a  belt  of  wampum  on  the 
twenty-fifUi  of  May  reached  him  from  the  Half  King. 
"Peon  your  guard,**  said  the  belt,  "the  French  army 
intend  to  strike  the  first  English  whom  they  shall  see.*' 
Another  jeport,  the  same  day,  confirmed  this  warning, 
with  the  additional  intelligence  that  the  French  were  only 
eighteen  miles  distant.  Being  ignorant  of  their  strength 
or  of  their  movements,  Washington  fel^back  to  the  Great 
Meadows,  threw  up  entrenchments,  and  cutting  away  the 
underbrush,  prepared,  to  use  his  own  language,  "  a  charm- 
ing field  for  an  encounter.**  Scouts,  mounted  upon  wagon 
horses,  were  at  the  same  time  sent  out  to  reconnoitre,  but 
they  returned  without  discovering  any  signs  of  the  enemy. 

1  Manaaoript  letter :  Washington  to  QoTernor  Hamilton  of  Pennsylrania. 

'Now  PitUbojrg. 
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CHAP.  On  tlio  twenty-seventh  Gist  arrived  from  Wills  oreek,  and 
s-.^^  reported  that  a  party  of -£%  French  had  visited  that  settle- 
1764.  ment  the  day  previous,  and  that  he  had  himself  aeen  their 
trail  within  five  miles  of  the  Great  Meadows.     In  the  eve- 
ning of  the  same  day,  another  express  arrived  from  the 
Half  King,  who,  with  a  party  of  his  warriors  was  abont 
six  miles  distant,  to  the  effect  that  an  armed  hody  of  the 
French  were  skulking  in  the  vicinity  of  his  camp.    Wash- 
ington at  once  took  forty  men,   and  pushing  out  into  the 
night,  black  with  wind  and  tempest,  and  stumbling  through 
windfalls  and  over  sharp  rocks,  reached  the  camp  of  the 
Half  King  a  little  while  before  day.    A  council  was  imme- 
diately held,  and  two  Indians  having  discovered  the  position 
of  the  enemy  in  a  rocky  ravine,  it  was  determined  at  once 
to  attack.    Marching  in  single  file  with  the  troops  on  the 
right  and  the  Indians  on  the  left,  they  came  suddenly  upon 
the  French,  though  not  so  quickly,  but  thst  they  had  time 
to  seize  their  arms.    Both  parties  fired  simultaneously,  and 
a  brisk  action  ensued,  which,  lasting  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  resulted  in  the  complete  (Uscomfiture  of  the  enemy, 
whose  commander,  M.  De  Jumonville,  and  ten  of  his  men 
were  killed,  and  twenly-two  taken  prisoners. 

Colonel  Fry  dying  suddenly  two  days  afterward  at  Pat- 
terson's creekj  as  he*  was  hastening  forward  to  unite  his 
forces  with  the  advance,  the  entire  command  devolved 
upon  Colonel  Washington.  Fearing  that  so  soon  as  the 
news  of  De  Jumonvillc's  defeat  reached  the  main  body  of 
the  French,  a  large  force  would  be  sent  out  to  meet  him, 
he  set  his  men  to  building  a  stockaded  fort  at  the  Great 
Meadows,  which  was  appropriately  called  Fort  IS^ecessity. 
Several  companies  from  South  Carolina  arriving  at  this 
time,  serious  difficulty  arose  between  the  commander  of 
the  South  Carolina  troops  and  Washington,  in  relation  to 
rank,  and  the  latter  to  avoid  altercation,  ordered  'tis  own 
men  to  advance  with  the  intention  of  investing  Fort 
I>u  Quesne.  Scarcely,  however,  had  he  advanced  thirteen 
miles,  when  intelligence  wa^  received  through  Indian  run- 
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ners,  that  Fort  Du  Quesne  had  been  largely  reinforced  by  ciup. 
troops  from  Canada,  and  that  a  large-  force  of  French  and^-v— ' 
Indians    were    on  their    way   to    aVenge  the  death  of  ^^^ 
Jumonville.     On  tJiQ  receipt  of  tljis  intelligence,   Wash- 
ington imnaediately  fell  bacl^  to  Fort  Necessity,  and  began 
a  moat  around  the  stockade.    H'ardly  had  the  hastily  con- 
structed works  been  mad^  at  all  tenantable,  when  De  Yil- 


AhU 


liers,  at  the  head  o£  six  hundred  French  and  one  iiu^dred  —  ,-- 
Indians,  appeared  in  sight,  and  took  poasession  of  one  of  '^'''' 
the  eminences  by  which  the^ort*w|4s  encompassed.  A  brisk 
fire  of  sniaU  arms  wa»  kept  up  by^itbe  French  &Qipa  behind 
trees,  which  was  feebly  returned  by  the  men  in  .the  Ibrt^ 
owing  to  the  rain  which  fell  heavily  having  filled  the 
trencher  with  water,  Und  disabled  many  of  their  muskets, 
already  sadly  out  of  repair.  The  firing  began  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  lasted  imtil  eight  in  the  ey^ 
xdng,  when  De  ViUiers,  fearing  his  ammonitioii  would  give 
out,  sounded. a  ptoley,. and  sent  into  the  garrison  terms,  pf 
capitulation.  These  terms,  beii^g  interpreted  to  Washing** 
ton;  were  accepted ;  and  the  next,  morning,  on  tbio  foufth 
of  July,  the  garriflon,  taking  -^with  them  everything  but 
their  ^artillery,  inarched  out  of  the  foxt,  with  qqIoots  flying 
and  drums  beating.  -^  -   . 

Thus  were  the  French  left  in  undisputed  possession  of 
the  basin  of  the  Ohio ;  and  the  evening  guHs,  fjx>m  the 
waitien  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi,  saluted 
the  lillies  of  France,  which  now  waved. proudly  iutbeeve* 
ning  breeze. '  • 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

1754.  .  . 
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»  •  ■  . 

^xi^*     While  Washington  was  engaged  in  erecting  his  rode 
'-v-' little  fortress  at  the  QreatMeadow8,-an  event  of  £ar  greater 
moment  was  occurring  at  AlbanyJ  ^  This  waa  no  lees  than 
a  congress  of  commissioners  frpm  seven  of  the  cdlotiiea, 
^^  for  the  purpose  of  tfbat^ng  wi]kh  the  Six  Nadona,  and 

u'niting  upon  »  plan  of  .  union  •  for  resisting  ^the  ccnmnon 
enemy. 

The  letter  from  the  earl  of  Holdem6s8e9^adv;i8ing.that  the 
cololiies  should  '^  repel  force  by  force,''*  had  fiist  directed 
attention  to  the  importance  of  concerted^w^tiaa  inirotfiAtfaig 
French  a^ggressions ;  and  the  ireceptiouy  in  the^  BfiingiOt 
this  year,  of  letters  from  t^e  lords  ^fti^e  tothe'diftere&t 
colonial  governors,  directiAg  that  oonnnissioneiBahbQld  be 
aippointed  to  asseittble  at  Alban}itU.there  to  devise  ooncertad 
action  ag^i^eft  the  French'^li^tened  the  cariyingorut  of 
this  project.  The  object  of  diis  cotigress  had  been  at£rtt^ 
nothing  more  than  to  conciliate  the  Six  Nations^,  and  prer 
vent  them  from  going  over  io  the  interest-  of  the.«French.  * 
Govemdr  Shirl^>,  however,  had: conceived^  eerly  in  this 
yeto,  a  general  union  of 'all  the  colonies  fo£  niutu^  pio* 
teclion,  and  had  taken  the  opportdiiity  prcs^ited  by  this 
meeting,  to  suggest  to  the  difierent  governors .tisittiieidelr 
egates  to  the  convention  should  be  instructed  by  their  con- 
stituents to  mature  a  plan  for  a  general  union.  ^ 

The  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  commissionera 
was  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  but  they  did  not  all  arrive 
until  the  nineteenth.*    The  colonies  of  New  Hampshire, 

1  Sparks.     GoTernor  De  Lancey  to  the  lords  of  trade. 
'Holmes.     Grahame.     Shirley  to  Holdernesse  January  7,  1764. 
*    *The  commissioners  from  the  several  colonies  were  James  De  Laneej, 
Joseph  Murray,  William  Johnson,  John  Chambers  i^id  William  Smith— 
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Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Maseaokusetts,  New  Tork,UHAr« 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  were  all  represented,  making  s»yw 
the  whole  number  of  delegates  present  twenty-five.  Early  ^^^ 
in  March,  the  governor  of  Virginia  had  written  Mr*  De 
Lancey  that'he  was  too  much  engaged  in  the  military  pre* 
parations  n^essarj  to  repel  encroachments  along  his  own 
ii:ontier,^  to  be 'present  at  this  time;  and  the  Qarolinas  were 
also  too  much  occupied  in  treating  with- their  own  souths 
em  tribes,  to  give  the  treaty  at  Albany  their  attention. 
Th0  sachems  of  the  Six  Nations,  were  dtill  more  backward^ 
not  making  their,  appearance  till  the  latter  part  of  th^ 
month.  The  Mohawks  were  the  last  to  arrive,  and,  indeed^ 
the  entire  number  of  Indians  present  during  the  whole 
of  the  treaty  did  not  e:|Lceed  one  .hundred  and  S£tf^ 
There  were  those  who  did  not  scruple,  to  attribtita  th^ir 
delaj-  to  the  inrfluence  of  Johnson,  who,  they  said,  wishing 
to  magnify  his  influence  over  the  Indiana,  purposely  held 
them  back;  and  writerff,. who  should  have bejen bettei 
informed,  have  not  failed  to  give  countenance .  to  thia 
report'  The  truth  is,  that  the  Indian  commisfticmers  felt 
piqued  at  the  contra9t  presented  between  the  reli^tanoe 
shown  by  the  Indians  in  coming  to  this  council,  and  the 
alacrity  with  which  they  had  attended  the  one  hald  in 
1748,  when  Johnson  had  the  charge  of  theic  afiairs,  and 
prompted  by  jealou.sy,  threw  out  these  inainiiatians,  as 
false  as  they  were  malicious.  Hendrik  explained  the 
delay,  so  far  as  the  Mohawks  were  concerned,  by  stating 
that  the  speech  of  Colonel  Johnson  at  the  Onondaga  cair 
tie  the  preceding  summer,  had  been  attributed  by  the  6i2 


'■' '  -J  I* 


I^ew  York.  Samuel  WeUes,  John  Chandler,  Thomas  Hvtchinson,  OlWer 
I^atridge,  John  Wotthington — Massachusetts.  ^Hieodore  Atkinson,  Ri^ard 
Wibird,  Meshech  Weare,  Henry  Shefburne— i^ew  Hampshire:  William  Pit- 
kin, Roger  Woleott,  Elisha  Williams^^onneeticut  Stephen  Hopkias, 
Martin  Howard-^Rhede  Island.  John  Fenn,  Be^jaiaia  franklin,  Biohaii 
Peters,  Isaa«  Norris — Pennsylyania.  Bexgamia  Tasker,  Bexyamiii  BamM 
— Maryland. 

1  Manuscript  council  minutes.  ^    ' 

'  Messrs  JLlyingston  and  Smiths 
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CHAP.  If ations  to  the  Mohawks ;  and  therefore  lest  they  should 
v..^^  be  accused  of  the  same  in  relation  ta  the  governor's 
1T64.  speech,  they  tarried  until  the  other  castj^s  should  have 
arrived  before  them.  The.  true  cause,  however, .  of  the 
reluctance  di^laycd  by  the  Indians  in  eomkig  to  this 
treaty,  and  the  fewness  of  tlxeir  number  wasy  that  the  con- 
tinual rebuffs  which  they  had  met  with  in  their  endea- 
vours to  obtain  assistance  &om  the  colony  for  the  defence 
of  their  castles,  discoiiraged  them  from  any  farther  effort 
to  obtain  redress.  Th«  council,  held  at  Onondaga  the  pre- 
vious y^ar  by  Colonel  Johnson,  although  it  had  quieted, 
had  not'  satisfied  them.  They  still  felt  sore  from  the  impo- 
sition to  which'  they  had  been  subjected  in  the  sales  of 
their  land.  Many  of  tiiem,— especially  the  Senecas-r-were 
absolutely  in  a  starving  condition,  caused  by  their  having 
abstained,  at  t}ie  request  of  the  English,  from  their  annuid 
hunts  ;^  and  numbers  of  the  Onondagas  and  Cajugas  had 
already  gone  to  Oswegatchie  .and  taken  up  their  abode 
at  that  mission,  finding  there  plenty  to  eat  and  ample  pro- 
tection under  the  guns  of  the  fort  for  themselves  and  fami- 
lies. Indeed)  the  wonder  is,  considering  these  tin  toward 
oircumstanceft,  that  so  many  of  the  Confederates  were 
present;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  ilifluence  of  Ilendrik 
-'Hstill,  through  his  affection  for  Colonel  Johnson,  the  jEast 
friend  of  the  Engli8h,-'-»scarcely  any  castle  of  the-  Six 
Nations:  would  have  been  repres^ited. 

The  first  few  days  were  occupied^by  the  commissionera 
in  consulting  upon  the  principal  topics  to  be  presented 
to  the  Indians,  and  in  listening  to  several  chie&  of  the 
lesser  castles  in  relation  to  the  fraudulent  surveys  of  their 
Jand.  On  the  twenty-ninth,  Mr.  De  Lancey, — who  being 
the  only  governor  present  1^  been  called  to  the  chair — 
opened  the  treaty  with  a  general  speech  whiph  was  inter- 
preted to  the  Indians  by  Myndert  Schuyler.  In  his  speech,  ^ 
the  lieutenant  governor  stated  to  the  Confederates,  that 
they  had  been  invited  hither  to  receive  the  presents  sent  by 

^  Manusoript  ooonoil  minutea. 
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the  Tdngf  their  father,  and  renew  the  ancient  treaty  made  cwap. 
between  all  the  colonies  and  their  own  nation ;  and  that  w,^^ 
all  the  colonies  had  united  in  sending  commissioners  for  ^^^ 
this  purpose  except  Vii'ginia  and  the  Garolinas,  who 
though  detained  by  the  importJ^nce  of  tb^ir  own  afiairs  at 
home,  nevertheless  wished  to  be  considered  by  them  as 
present.  "  We  come,"  he  said  "  ta  strengthen  and  brighten 
the  chain  of  friendship^"  and,  continued  he,  at  the  same 
time  handing  Hendrik  the  chaiin  belt,  "this  chain  hath 
remained  firm  and  unbroken  from  the  beginning.  This 
belt  will  represent  to  yon  our  disposition  to  preserve  it 
strong  and  bright,  so  Jong  as  the  •  sun  and  moon  shall 
endure ;  and  in  the  name  of  the  great  king  our  father^  and  in 
behalf  of  all  his  miijesty's  cc^onies,  we  now  solemnly 
renew,  brighten,  and  strengthen  the  ancient  covenant 
chain,  and  promise  to  kaep'the  same  inviolable  and  free^ 
from  rust ;  and  we  expect  the*  like  confirmation  and  asciur- 
aiiee  on  your  part."  The  scattered  manner,  in  which, 
departing  from  their  ancient  custom,  the  Cdnfederates  f9r 
the  last  few  years  had  lived,  was  then  adverted  to ;  and 
they  were  specially  urged  to  live  together  in  their  castles, 
and  to  call  back  those  of  their  Onondaga  and  Cayuga 
b^rethren  who  had  removed  to  Oswegatchie  in  defiance  of  the 
ancient  covenant.  "  The  French  profess  to  be  in  perfect 
friendship  with  us  as  well  as  you.  Notwithstanding  this 
they  are  hiaking  continual  encroachments  upon  ns  both. ' 
They  have  lately  done  so  in  the  most  insulting  manner, 
both  to  the  northward  and  westward.  Your  &thers,  by 
theimvalor  above  one  hundred  years  ago,  gained  a  consid- 
erable country  which  they  afterwards,  of  their  own  accord, 
put  under  the  protection  of  the  kings  of  Great  Britain^ 
The  French  are  endeavoring  to  possess  themselves  of  the 
whole  country,  although  they  have  made  the  ttiost  express  j^^ 

treaties  with  the  English  to  the  contrtiry.  •  It  appears  to  us 
that  these  measures  of  the  French  must  necessarily  soon 
interrupt  and  deptroy  all  trade  and  intercourse  between  the 
English  and  the  several  Indian  nations  on  the  continent. 
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CHAP,  and  will  block  up  a^id  obstruct  the  great  roads,  which  have 
w^,w  hitherto  been  open,  bet\V'eeu  you  and  your  allies  and 
1764.  friends  who  live  at  a  distance.  •  ^e  want,  therefore,  to 
know  whether  these  things  appear  to  you  in  the  same 
light  as  they  do  Uy  us,  or  whether  th^  French,  taking  pos- 
session of  the  lands  in  your  country,  and  building  forts 
between  the  lake  £rie  and  the  river  Ohio,  be  done  with 
your  consent  or  approbation."  "  Therefore,'*  he  concluded, 
"open  your  hearts  to  us,  and  deal  with  us  as  brpth^^en." 

Three  .days  afterward,  the  lieutenant  governor  attended 
by  all  the  conimiasioners,  in  behalf  of  his  majesty  and  the 
several  colonies,  met  the  Ind.ian6  in  the  court  house  to 
hear  their  reply.  As  soon  as  they  were  seated,  the  sachems 
of  the  Six  Nations,  glittering  with  ornaments  and  clothed 
in  their  richest  robes  and  feathers,  came  in  and  seated 
themselves  with  all  the  pomp  of  Indian  ceremoniak  Then 
amid  a  deep  silence,  Abraham,  a  sachem  of  the  upper  cas- 
tle of  the  Mohawks  and  a  brother  of  King  Hendrik,  rose 
and  said: — "Brethren,  you  the  governor  of  New.Yorln^ 
and  the  commissioners  of  the  other  governmente,  are  yoa 
ready  to  hear  us  7"  The  governor  having  replied  in  the 
affirmative,  King  Hendrik,  venerable  in  -.y^ars,  rose  and 
with  all  the  dignity  which  his  white  hairs  and  jmiyestic 
mien  gave  him,  holding  up  the  chain  belt  to  the  gaze  of  all, 
advanceSl  a  few  steps,  and  thus  spoke ; 

^*' Brethren :  We  return  you  all  o\Br  grateful  acknowledge- 
ments for  rencTidng  and  brightening  the  covenant  chain. 
This  chain  belt. is  of  very  great  importimce  to  our  minted 
nations,  and  all  our  allies.  We  will  therefore  take^it  to 
Onondaga,  where  our  couucil  £br0  always  bums,  and 
keep  it — so  securely,  that  neither  thunder  nor  lightning 
shall  break  it.  There  will  we  consult  over  it ;  and  .as  we 
have  already  added  two  links  to  it,  so  we  will  use  our 
endeavors  to  add  as  many  more  links  to  it  as  lies  in  our 
power  ;^    *    *    In  the  meantime  we  desire  that  you  will 

■  ■ — -• — -  _    _  ■ 

1  The  allusion  is  to  two  small  Indian  tribes  whioh  the  Six  Natiomi  had 
lai^lj  taken  into  thfr  Confederation.  '  '      . 
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Strengthen  yourselves,  and  bring  as  many  into  this  cove-  chap. 
nant  chain  as  you  possibly  can.  ^-w 

"  Brethren :  As  to  the  accounts  you  have  hoard  of  our  ^7^- 
living  dispersed  from  ea6h  other,  'tis  very  true.  We  have 
several  times  endeavored  to  draw  off  these  our  brethren 
who  were  settled  at  Oswegatchie ;  but  in  vain,  for  the 
governor  of  Canada  is  like  a  wicked  deludiiig  spirit. 
However,  as  you  desire,  we  shall  persist  in  our  endeavors/' 
Then  burning  with  indignation,  as  he^recalled  the  long 
neglect  with  Tfhich  his  services  had  been  rewarded  by  the 
English — ^his  eyes  flashing,  and  his  whole  frame  quiver- 
ing with  the  honest  anger,  which  had  so  long  been 
pent  up  within  him — ^he  exclaimed  ^^  You  have  asked  us 
the  reason  of  our  living  in  this  dispersed  manner.  The 
reason  is  your  neglecting  us  for  thrte  yeaara  pasC  Then 
taking  a  stick  and  throwing  it  behind  him— *"  you  have 
thus  thrown  us  behind  your  backs  and  disregarded  us ; 
whereas  the  French  are  a  subtile  and  vigilant  people,  ever 
using  their  utmost  endeavors  to  reduce  and  bring  our  peo- 
ple over  to  them.     *    *    * 

*<  This  is  the  ancient  place  of  treaty,  where  the  fire  of 
friendship  always  used  to  bum ;  and  'tis  now  three  years 
since  we  have  been  called  to  any  public  treaty  here.  'Tis 
true  there  are  commissioners  here,  but  they  have  nCT^er 
invited  us  to  smoke  with  them.^  But  the  Indians  of 
Oanada  come  frequently  and  smoke  here,  which  is  for  the 
sake  of  their  beaver.  But  we  hate  them.  *We  have  * 
not  as  yet  confinned  the  peace  with  them.  'Tis  your  fault, 
brethren,  that  we  are  not  strengthened  by  conquest;  for 
we  would  have  gone  and  taken  Crown  Point,  but  you  hin- 
dered us.  "We  had  concluded  to  go  and  take  it,  but  we 
i^ere  told  that  it  was^too  late  and  Ijiat  the  ide  would  not 
bear  us.  Instead  of  this,  joji  burnt  your  own  fort  at  Sara- 
toga, and  ran  away  from  it,  which  was  a  shame  and  aflcan- 
dal  to  you  V*  Then  again  kindling  as  he  thought  of  the 
shameful  remissness,  which  had  left  their  *  owH   castles 


%•    - 
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CHAP,  defenceless,  he  coDcluded  in  the  same  scathing  language. 

w>„— /  *'  Look  about  your  country,  and  see^  you  have  no  fortifi- 

1764.  cations  about  you ;  no,  not  even,  to  this  city  !    liOok  at  the 

Erench  ;  thei/  are  men  ;  they  are  fortifying  every  where ! 

But,  we  are  ashamed  to  say  it,  you  are  all  .like  women^  hare 

and  open,  without  any  fortifications  !*' 

Thus  closed  one  of  the  most  eloquent  Indian  speeches 
ever  uttered.  A  speech,  which  for  its  truth,  vigor,  and 
biting  sarcasm,  has  never  been  equaled  by  any  Indian 
onitor — -scarcely  excelled  by  one  of  any*  other-  race — and 
which,  "  containing  strains  of  eloquence  which  might  have 
dpuc  honor  to  Tully  or  Demosthenes,**^  will  ever  stapd 
among  the  finest  passages  of  rhetoric  in  either  ancient  or 
modern  history.*    • 

As  soon  as  Hendrik  had  ended,  his  brother  Abraham, 
rising  up,  spoke : 

^^  Brethren:  "We  would  let  you  know  what  was  OM^ 
desire  three  years  ago,  when  Colonel  Johnson  laid  dowin 
the  management  of  Indian  afiairs,  which  .gave,  us  grea^ 
uneasiness.  The  governor  then  told  us,  it  was  not  in  hb 
power  to  continue,  him  but  that  he  would  consult  the  conn, 
cil  at  New  York ;  that  he  was  going  over  to  England,  and 
promised  to  recoommend  our  desire,  that  Colonel  Johnson 
should  have  the  management  of  Indian  affairs,  to  the.  king, 
that  the  governor  might  have  power  to  reinstate  him.  We 
long  waited  in  the  expectation: . of  this  being  done;  but 
hearing  no  more  of  it,  we  embrace  this  opportunity  of  lay- 
ing this  belt  before  all  our  brethren  hem  present^  and 
desire  them,  that  Colonel  Johnson  may.  be  reinstated 
and  have  the  management  of  Indian  affairp  ;  fior  we  dH 

r  •  •  • 

1  Oentlewiari't  Magazine  ;  referring  to  this  speech. 

*  This  18  not  empty  panegj^ic.  In  a  Inanuicript  letter  before  me  wrRtoi 
by  Governor  Shirley  to  HendHk,  through  ColonelJohnson,  GoTemorS. 
ezpresaes  himself  in  terms  of  the  warmest  «4miration  for  Hendrik  botli  aa 
OB  orator  and  as  a  man ;  thanks  him  for  his  speech  at  Albany ;  and  promi- 
ses to  recommend  him  to  his  majesty  as  the  warm  friend  and  faaC  aUy  of 
the  English.  Governor  Liyingston  aUuding  to  this  speech  also  speak^  of 
liendrik  as  a  **  oonsummale  orator.*'-^  Vm/* X(^« o/  Lvmg9^on  hffSktlgwiciu  1^ 


■  ■.*. 
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lived  happy  whilst  they  were  tlndor  his  management,  for  oiiaf- 
we  love  him,  and  he  us,  and  he  has  always  heen  oar  good>.iv— ' 
and  trilety  friend/'     Then  before  he  sat  down,  he  «juLcled  ^'^ 
with  jignificitnt  irony : — *'  Brethren  ;^— I  fergot  something. 
"We  Ijiint  our  request  aBotrt   Colonel  Johnson,  which 
Qovemor  "Clinton,  promised  to  convey  to  the  king,  our 
Gather,  is  drowned  in  the  sea.'*     Then  turning  himself 
around  and  facing  the  New  York' commissionera  for  Indian 
affair^,  he  closed  by  telling  them  that  the  fire  at  Albany 
was  buhied  out,  and  requesting  that  they  would  take 
notice  of  what  he  said.  • 

These  speeches,  as  e3q;K>nents  of  the  state  of  feeling 
Existing  among  the  -  Confederates,  were  considered .  so 
important^  as  to  cause  thex^  to  be  debated^  by  the  com- 
lUissioners,  par^gr&ph by. paragraph;  and  the  same  com- 
mlttee^-^whioh  had  drafted  the  opening  speech  of  the 
lieutenant  governor  upon  the  nineteenth,  was  requested  to 
prepiare  a  suitable  answer  to  these  also.^  '  On  the  third.of 
July  the  xlraft  of  the  aasWer  was  subqiitted  to  the  board 
of  commissioners  by  Colonel  -Johnson,  as  chairman,  and 
the  answer  was  submitted  to  theboard  of  oommissioners; 
being  approved,  it  was  delivered  to  the  Indians,  by  Mr. 
DeXancey  09  the  fourth.  Its  tone  was  eminently  kind 
and  coRciliator^^.  .  In.  it,  the  lieutenant  governor  expressed 
ihe  gratification  which  it  afibrded  all  present,  -  to  .leain 
of  their  good  intentions,  and  know*  that  it  w^  not  with 
their  countenance  that  the  French  had  -entered  upon  the 
Ohio,  and  their  lands.  Some  of  the  information,  more-, 
over,. which  they  had  communicated  in.  their  speech^  was 
to  himself  and'  the  commissioners  not  a  little  surprising. 
Although,  he  said,  he  had  known  "for  the  past  five'  years, 
pf  the  encroachments  of  *  the  French,  yet  it  waff  only  lately, 
ihat  he  was  aware  th^t  they^  had  been  building  forts  for  the 
protection  of  themselves  and  the  Indians.     **  It  is  fortu- 


■««- 


^This  oommittee  .consisted  d^  WiUlam  Jehnson^  Samuel  Welles,  Theo- 
dore Atkinson,  Elislia  WilUamSi.  Martin  Howard  Jr.,  Isaac  lTorri*8,  and 
Beigamin  Taidier  Jr. 
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cm^,  nate"  lie  added,  "  that  Mr.  Weiser,  who  transacts  the  pub- 
s-^,— '  lie    business  of  Virginia  and  .  Penn^lvania  with  your 
1 » W.  nations,  and  is  one  of  your  council^  and  knows  these  mat- 
ters well^  is.  now  present.   -Hear  the  account  he  gives^  and 
this  will. set  the  matter  in  a  (rue  light."     Conrad  Weiser 
was  here  introdueed,   and  a  bri^f  sketch,  of  the  iFrench 
encroadiments  ou  the  Ohio,  was  gjiven  by  hin^,  to  the 
Indians.  Mr.  De  I^aneey  then  continued-*- As  to  their  dis* 
satisfkctioii  at  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Johnson,  he  was 
sensible  that  while  he  had  the  manageineut  of  their  afiaixg 
they  all  lived  happily  and  contentedly^  but  as  Albany  waa 
tiie  place  where  the  ancient  eouncil  fire  was  kindled,  which 
was  now  almoftt  extinguished,  and  as  06lonel  Johnson  still 
declined  acting,  he  had  thought  proper  to  rekindle  the 
fire  by  appointing  cotnmissioners. ..  "  These"   said  he,  "  I 
shall  direct  to  receive  and  consult  with  yoif^  upon  all  .busi- 
ness that  magr  concern  our  naiutual  interests ;  and  I  expect 
that  you  will  for  the  future,   according  to.thccustom  of 
your  forefathers,  apply    to  them..  I  sh^l    give,   them 
directions  that  they  treat  you  with  the  affection-  due  to  you 
as  brethren.    I  shall  thei'efore  make  trial  of  them  another 
year ;  and  if  you  do  not  meet  with  the  kind  treatment 
you  have  a  ri^t  to  expect,  complain  to  this  government 
and  effectual  measures  shall  be  taken  for  your  satisfaction." 
Mr.  Kellogg,  the  interpreter  from  Massachusetts  Bicjr, 
then  closed  the  conference  for  the  day^  by  telling  the 
Indians  of  several  fbjrts  which  the  French  were  erectiQg 
on  the  Kenebec  and  Connecticut  rivers,  and  also  of  some 
depredations  lately  committed  in  the  colony  of  Kew  Hamp- 
shire, by  a'  party  of  the  St.  Francis  Indians. 

While  the  congress  was  sitting,  Colonel  Johnscgo,  at  the 
request  of  the  conrniissioners,  submitted  a  paper,  conttun- 
Ing  his  views  on  the  management  of  the  She  Nations,  and 
the  best  method  of  defeating  the  designs  of  thelFreach 
upon  the  Confederates.  The  suggestions  were  considered 
so  judicious,  as  to  le^d  the  congresg  to  vote  that  Mr.  Frank- 
lin should  be  desired  to  give  the  thanks  of  the  board  to 
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Colonel  Johnson,  and  request  him  to  allow  a*  copy  to  b^c^^. 
taken  by  tlie  commisstoaers  of  each  colony  for  the  con-^v— ^ 
sideration  of  their  reipective  govermnei^ta.  .  .  ^^H. 

The  chief  measures  urged  by  the  colonel  were,  that  gar-» 
risons  tshould  be  established  immediately  in  the  most  com- 
modious situations  among  the  Six  I^atione,  from  which  the 
Indians  should  be  supplied  with  food,  until  their  own  landa 
obuld  be  so  protected  as  to  furnish  them  with  the  tneana' 
of  subsistence.  The  French,  moreover,  obtained  muobof 
their  influence  over  the  Indians  by  having  large  stores  of 
clothing  and  other  necessariea  fqr  them  at  their  different 
forts ;  and  such  kind  of  encouragement  should  likewise  be. 
extended  bv  the  English  at  Oswego,  and  at  any  other  posts 
or  trading  houses  that  might  hereafter  be  built  in  the  Indian 
e^untryi  A  strictlook  out  at  Oswego  and  at  other  points 
was  recommended,  to  hinder  the  French  from  tampering 
with  the  Confederates;  and  military  officers,. he  thought^ 
should  reside,  at  each  castle,  and  keep  the  government  well 
ddvised  of  every'  occurrence.  The  building  o£  a  fort,  also^ 
at  th^  Onondaga  castle,  properly  garrisoned,  was  strongly 
urged,  where  should.be  stationed  a  missionary  and  a  smith 
to  repair  their  aims  and  utensils.  The  colooel,  ipjoreovec, 
respectfully  suggested,  that  young  men.  well  versed  in 
grammar  should  reside  among  the  Onondagas,.^nidCaAaQd 
Mohawks,  in  order  that  they  might  become  good  inter* 
preters  in  every  dialect — a  thing  much  needed.  Finally 
the  Six  Nations  should  be  reminded  of  their  promise  to 
extend  the  covenant  Chain  to  Detroit  unless  hindered  by 
the  French ;  consequently,  if  the  latter  were  removed^ 
there  wouid  be  nothing  in  the  way  of  the  fulfillment  of 
their  agreement  This^  the  colonel  thought,  might  "  sedre 
to  show  them  the  early  and  contrived  encroachments  of 
the  French.**  These  suggestions  were  considered  so  val- 
uable, tliat  Mr.  De  Laticey  forwarded  a  copy  of  them '  to 
the  board  of  trade,  recommending  their  ^option. 

Sevetal  more  days  were  occupied  m  Rearing  and  answer- 
ing speeches  frqm  the  Six  ll^ationS;  the  Schatieook  and 
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m^'  River  Indians ;  and  on  Hie .  eleventh,  tte  Confederates, 
^-*y— /liaviug  rcaewed  al^  their  coveaauts,  and  swojrn.unconx- 
1764,  promising  hostility  'Against  the  French,  were  dismissed 
seemiu^y  pleased  with  the  result.  ^ 

The  Indians  were  not  allowed  to  dq;)art  however,  until 
the  famous  purchase  from  them  of  the  Wyoming  lands  was 
effected ; — an  account  of  the  origin  of  which,  from  the 
important  bearing  of  the  transaction  on  future  events, 
mAist  not.be  omitted. 

"  The  firist  grants  of  land.in  America  by  the  crcrwn  pf 
Gteat  JSritain,  wei^e  made  with  a  lavishness  which  can  exist 
only  where  acquisitions  are  witj^out  cost,  and  their  value 
unknown ;  and  with  a  want  of  provision  in  regard  to 
boundaries,  *which  .could  result  only  froib  entire  ignorance 
of  the  country.  The  charters  of  the  great,  western  and 
southern  Virginia  companies,  and  of  the  colonic  of  Mas* 
sachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut,  wer^  x>f  this  liberal  and 
uncertain  character.  •  The^  charter  of  the  Plymouth  com- 
pany covered  the.  expanse  from  the  fortieth  to  the  forty- 
«ixth  degree  of  northern^  latitude,  extending  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Faeiiic  ocean.*' ^.  This  charter  was  granted 
by  King' James  I.;  under  the  great  «eal  of  England,^  in  the 
most  ample  maimer,  on  the  third  of  November,  1620^  to 
the  duke  of  Lenox,  the  marquise  of  Buckingham,  the  eat]s 
of  Arundel  and  Warwick  and  their  associates,  "for the 
][)laiiting,  ruling,  ordering  and  governing  of  Hew  England 
in  America.*?  The  charter  of  Connecticut  was-  derived 
from  tie  Plymouth  compaiiy,  of  which  the  earl  of  War- 
wick was  presidents  The  grant  was  made-in  March,  1621, 
to  Viscount  Say  and  Seal,  Lord  Brook,  and  tKeir  associates. 

I  ^         •  »«■<!»  1  11  m  <  ■  ■■  !■■■ 

1  At  this  coogrees,  a  present  firom  the  king  Vtm  distributed  to  the  IndiAse, 
"  of  rnuoM  greatec  rttlue  tfaan  ever  before/*  The  commiMionex*  from.  New 
Hampskire  made  them  a  separate  present.  It  is  a  custom  among  the  Six 
Nations  ta  give -a  name  to  their  benefactors  upon  such  occasions.  The 
name  which  they  g&ve  to  thp  province  of  New  Hampshire  was  JSo^dffwtx^ 
owAm.  I  have  inquired'  of  the  Rer.  Mr.  Elrkland,  the  meaning^  of  ihis 
name.     He  informed  me  that  So  signiftes  again ;  B&guAx^  adiah  ;  luid  owim 

'Gordon*!  OUiory  itf  renntylvanioa. 
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It  was  made  in  the  most  ample  form,  and  also  covered  the  ^^* 
country  west  of  Connecticut  to  the  extent  of  its  breadth,  ^•v-t' 
being  about  one  degree  of  latitude  fromeea  to  sea.  ^  This  ^^^ 
grant  was  confirmed  by  the  king  in  the  course  of  the  same 
year,  and  .again  in  1662.  ^ew  York,  or  to,  speak  more 
correctly  in  reference  to  that  period,  the  New  Netherlands^ 
being  then  a  Dutch  p(fcseseion,  could  not  be  elaimed  as  a 
portion  of  these  munifioent  grants,  if  for  no  .other  re^son^ 
for  the  very  good  and  substantial  one,  th&t  in  the  grant  ta 
the  Plyixioutii  company^.an  exception  was.made  of  aU  such 
portioiis  o£  the  territory  «8  were  ^'  then  actually  possessed 
or  inhabited  by  any  other  Christian  province  or  state."  \^nt 
the  round  phraseology  of  iJie  charters  opeued  the  door, 
sufficiently  wide  for  any  subsequent  claims,  within  the 
specified  parallels,  of  latitude,  whidi  the  company,  or  it^ 
aecessors,  might  find  it  either  eonvenient  or  politic  to  inte^ 
pose.  And  it  appears  that  even  at  the  early  date  6i  1651, 
some  of  the  people  of  Connecticut  were  already  casting 
longing  eyes  upon  a  section  of  the  valley  of  theD.elaware. 
It  was  represented  by  these  enterprising  men  that  they 
h^d  purchased  the  lands  in  question  from  the  Indians,  but 
that  the  Dutch  had  interposed  obstacles  to  their  settlepietit 
thereon.  In  reply  to  their  petition,  the  comn^issioners  of 
the  united  colonies  asserted  their  right  to  the  jnrisdictioa 
of  the  territory  claim^  upon  the  Delaware)  and  the  valid- 
ity of  the  purchases  that  had  been  made  by  indiyiduals. 
^'  They  protested  against  the  conduct  <>f  the^  Dutch,,  and 
assured  the  petitioners  that  though  the  season  was  not 
meet  for  hostilities,  yet  if  witl^in  twelve  months,  at  their 
owti  charge,  they  should  transport  to  the  Delaware  poe 
hundred  armed  men,  with  vessels  and  ammunition  approved 

by  the  magistrates  of  New  Hav^n,  abd  should  be  opposed 

■       — ■        «     .  I     ■        . — »— _ —    ■  .  ■         ..   ■ «  

1  TnimbuU's  Hittory  of  Conntetieut,  Colonel  Timothy  Pickerings  in  bi«  let- 
ter to  hii  Bon,  girlng  tke  partioulars  of  the  higl^kanded  outrage  eom;niit«d 
upon  him  in  Wyoming  in  1788^  in  speaking  of  these  granis,  renarks : — **  It 
B^ems  natural  ta  suppose  by  the  terms  of  these  grants,  ^tending  to  the 
-weBtem  ocean,  that  itn  early  times  the  continent  was  conceived  to  be  ot^ 
oomparatiyely  nttle  breftdth.**  ^ 
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WAfr.by  the  Dutch,  they  should  be  aaeisted  by  as  paany  soldiers 
wy^a^  the  commisBiouers  might  judge  meet;  the  lands  and 
l<5i.  trade  of  the  settlement  being  charged  with  the  expense^ 
and  continuing  under  the  gOYeminent  of  New  Haven/'  ^ 
The  project^  however,  was  not  pressed  during  the  detfig* 
nated  period,  nor  indeed  does  it  seem  to  have  been  revived 
for  more  than  a  century  afterward.  M^py  changes  of  polit- 
ical aud  other  relations  had  occurred  during  this  long 
lapse  of  time.  Disputes  bad  arisen  between  the^people  of 
Connecticut  and  the  New  Netherlands,.in  regard  to  bound- 
aries, which  bad  been  a^ustc^d  by  negotiation  and  com- 
promise. Thecolony  of  the  N^w  Netherlands  had  moreover 
fallen,  by  the  fortunes  of  war,  under  the  sway  of  the  British 
crown.  The  colonies  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  had 
also  been  planted.  Various  additional  grants  had  been 
given  by  the  crow%  and  other  questions  of  territorial  lim- 
its had  been  raised  and  adjusted.  But  in  none  of  these 
transactions  had  Connecticut  relinquished  her  ^claims  of 
jurisdiction,  and  the  preemption  right  to  the  lands  of  the 
Indians  lying  beyond  New  York,  and  north  of  the  fortieth 
degree  of  latitude,  as  defined  in  the  original  grant  to  th^ 
^  Plymouth  company.  The  grant  of  the  Plymouth  com- 
pany to  Lord  Say  and  Seal  and  L6rd  Brook,  had  been  made 
ftfty  years  before  the  grant  to  William  Penn,  and  the  <;on- 
formation  of  that  grant  to  Connecticut  by  i^yab  chaHer, 
nineteen  years  prior  to  that  conveyance.^ 

Unfortunately,  moreover,  from  the  laxity  that  prevailed 
among  the  advisers  of  the  crown,  in  the  granting  of  patents, 
hR  to  boundaries,  the  patent  to  William  Pesin  •  covered  a 
portion  of  the  grant  to  Connecticut,  equal  to  one  degree 
of  latitude  and  five  of  longitude ;  and  withii^  this  territory, 

thus  covered  by  double  grants,  was  situated  the  section 

• •  ■         . 

^  This  quotation  is  'from  Gordon.  Colon^  Pickering,  i^  the  letter  already 
cited  in  a  preceding  note,  addressed  to  his  son,  and  priratel/  prinUd  for 
the  use  of  his  own  faifailj  only,  'supposed  that  Connecticut  ^id  not  set  up 
any  formal  claim  to  lands  west  of  New  Yotk  and  Kew  Jersey,-  until  JuA 
prior  to  the  YeTolution.     He  was  in  error. 

>  Trumbull. 
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of  ihe  Delaware  couniy  heretofore  spoken  of;  agalao  the  chap. 
yet  richer  and  more  inviting  valley  of  Wyoming,  toward n-v-t' 
which  some  of  -the  more  restless,  if  not  entorprisiug  sons  ^'^ 
of  the  Pilgrims  were  already  timing  their  eyes  with  impa- 
tience.- ' 

The  prbject  of  estal^lishing  a  colony  in  Wyoming  was 
started  by  sundry  individuals  in  Connecticut  in  1768, 
during  which  year  an  association  was  formed  for  that  pur- 
pose called  the  Susqhehanna  company,  and  a  number  of 
agents  were  commissioned  to  proceed  thither,  explore  the 
country,  and  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  Indians.  This 
-  co^lmission  was  executed ;  and  as  the  valley,  though  at 
that  time  in  the  occupancy  of  the  I>elawares,  was  claimed 
by- the  Six  Nations,  a  puf<;hase  from  that  Confbderacy  was 
determined  upon.  To  this  end,  a  deputation  of  the.com- 
pai^y,  the  associates  of  which  already  numbei^  .about  six 
'  hundred  |>er8ons,  embracing  many  gentlemen,  of  wealth 
and  character,  was  directed  to  repair  to  this  present  con- 
gress at  >  Albany,  and  if  possible  effect  the  purchase. 
Their  movements  were  not  invested  with  secresy,  and 
James  Hamilton,  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  beconiing 
acquainted  with  them,  was  not  slow  in  interposing  objec- 
tions to  the  procedure^— claiming  the  lands  as  falling  widiin 
the  charter  of  Penn,  arid  of  course  belonging;  the  prieemp- 
tive  right  at  least,  to  the  proprietaries  for  whom  he  wlui 
administering  the  govemihent.  Hamilton  wrote  to  Go- 
vernor Wolcott  upon  the  subject,  protesting  strongly  against 
the  designs  of  the  company.  To  this  letter  Wolcott  replied, 
that^the  projectors  of  the  enterprise  supposed  the  lands  in 
question  were  not  comprised  widiin  the  grants  g£  William 
Penn ;  but  should  it  appear  that  they  were,  the  gov^emor 
thought  there  would  be  no  disposition  to  quarrel  upon  the 
subject.  Governor  Hitmiltoii  also  addressed  Colonel  John- 
son in  relation  to  the  matter,  praying  his  interposition  to 
prevent  the  Six  Nations  from  making  any  sales  to  the 
agents  of  the  Connecticut  company,  should  they  appear  at 
Albany  for  that  purpose. 
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eHAP.     But  theee  precautionary  measuf ts  on  Uxepart of  Governor 
w^  Hamilton  did  iicrt  defeat  the  objeet  of  the  Cpnnecticut  com- 
1764:  pany,  although  the  Pennsylvania  delegates  were  especially 
ineti-ucted  to  that'end  before  leaving  home  for.  Albany. 
A  purchase  w.as  made  by  the  Connecticut  agents  or  dele- 
gate's, through  Lydius^  of  9,  tracts  of  land  -c^enduig  about 
seventy  miles  nQrth  and  south,  aad  from  a  parallel  line  ten 
miles  .east  of  the  Su85[uebanna,  westward  twp  degrees  of 
longitude..*    This  purchase  included  the  wjiole  valley  of 
Wyoming,-iind  the  country  westward  to  the  sourc^a  of  the 
Allegany.  *  .  The  Pennsylvania  delegates  did  all  in  their 
power  to  circunxvent  the  agents  of  tixe  Susquehanna  com- 
V         pany,.hokliQg  several  private  councils  with  the  chie&  of 
the  Six  Natipns,  and  endeavoriag  to  purchase  the   same 
lands  themselves.     In  the  course  pf  their  consultatipns, 
Hendrik^  thinking  that  som^  reflections  h^xl  been  cast  upon 
^      ,    his  c^haracter,  became  excited  and  declared  tbat  ^either 
>         of  the  parties  should  have  the  land.    But  the  Coimecticut 
agents  succeeded,  a^  already  stated,  and  tfie  Pennsylv.atxiAn6 
also  effected  the  purchase  of  "  a  tract  of  land  between  the 
Blue  mountain  and  the  forks  of  the  Susquehanna  river  ;r7- 
purcbases  which  were  to  involve  Pennsylvania  in  a  long 
and  savage  war,  in  wl^jch  the  ;blood  of  her  best  settlers 
flowed  like  water.  .  Strong  efforts  were  subseqjjjently  made 
by  the  Pennsylvanians,,  ^ided  by  the  influence  of  Colonel 

Johnson,  to  induce  the  Indians  to  revoke  the  sale  to  the 

• 

Susquehanna  company^  and  Hendrik  was  induced  by  the 
colonel  to  make  a  visit  to  Philadelphia  upon  that  business 
Ai)d  in  justice  to  the  Pennsylvanians  it  must  be  allowed 
that  they  always  {protested  against  the  legality  of  this  pur- 
chase by  their. rivals-7-alleging  truly  that  the  bargain  was 
« ■  ■  ■       ,   ■  .    »      , ,  ^,       >     .    .^ .  — . — . 

*A  Trumbull. 
«  *  Ohl^)raall. '  Another  association  was  subsequenU j  formed  in  CoHnecticmt 
called  tb«  Delaware  fom/iany,  which  purchaeed  the  laB4  Qf  th«  Inditma  east 
of  th«  Wyoming  tract,  to  the  Delaware  river.  'This*  companj  began  a  aet- 
tleraept  on  the  Delaware  at  a  place  cHUed  Coahutunk  in  1757,  which'  waa 
the  first  tettletiiefit  foutided  by  the  pfe«ple  of  Conneotiont  withia  the  t«rri* 
tory  claimed  by  them  west  of  New  York. 


•  -,« 
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not  made  in  open  council ;  that  it  was  the  work  of  a  |Sbw.  of  o^, 
the  chiefs  only ;  and  that  several  of  tJiem  were  in  a  state  vyrr" 
of  intoxication  when  they  signed  the  deed  of  conveyance.^  ^?W* 

During  the  session  of  the  congress,  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  Massachusetts  commissioners,  the  plaa  for .  a,  general 
federal  union  was  taken  into  consideration.  A  committefSi 
consisting  of  a  delegate  from  each  of  the  colonies  repror 
sented,  was  appointed  to  draft  plans  for  this  Ql^ect;'aQ4 
die  subject  waia  debated  ^'  hand  in  hand  with  the  Indian 
business  daily,  for  twelve  consecutive  d^ys."^  ilp'jbially, 
after  several  different  plans  had  j^een  submitted  ^  the 
board  and  debated,  the  on^  drawn  by  yjaiikUn-rrthe  chief 
heads. of  which  had  been  prepared  by  him  before  he  l^ft 
home,  was  adopted.  Evary  member  pf  the  council  ap? 
proved  of  the  plan  ei^cept  Mr,  De  Lancey,  ^'  and  he  mad^ 
no  great  opposition."^  The  plan,  in  mwy  of  its  feature^, 
was  similar  to  the  federal  constitution,  which  its  author  '  \i 

•Asisted  in  frapiin^  n^ny  yeJEirs  a^rward.  Jt  propose4 
first,  that  application  should  be  made  to  parliaznjentfor  an 
act  to  establish  a  general  govemmient  in  Ap^^ca,  which 
waa  to  consist  pf  a  president  general, .  to  )>e  supported  by 
the  <;rown,  and  a  grand  council  of  forty^eigl^t  jo^embeiis, 

^1'  »■  II'  .1  III         !■       ,  ,  .y        ■■  ;■ 

I  ■  I  . 

1  Qordon^  In  t^is  opinion  Gordon  is  supported  hj  Colonel  Pickering, 
who  remarks : — These  purchases  were  not  made,  I  am  well  satisfied,  at  anj 
public  council,  or  open  treaties  of  the  Indians  to  whom  they  belonged,  but 
<ff  little  knots  of  inferior  and  nnauthorised  chiefs,  indifferent  about  the 
MnMequenees,  proTided  ih9j  reoaived  aeme  pvtaeiit  gr^tifio^on,  if  oon^ 
pfrativel^  of  little  Talu^ 

'  fllfip  committee  was  oQxuposed  of  Franklip  of  PennsyWania,  Task^  of 
llaryland.  Smith  of  New  Tork,  Hutchinson  of  Massachusetts,  Atchinson 
fif  Veir  Hanpshire,  Piikia  of  CoaaecUput,  and  Hepkios  of  Rhod^  Island— 
aU  distinguished  men. 

•  FrankUn. 

^flmith.  See  also  Oovemor  LiTingston  Mass,  Sis,  Col^  yiii,  77.  Author, 
itles,  I  am  aware,  differ  on  this  point  of  unanimity.  Franklin  and  Hntoh- 
inson  say  the  plan  was  unanimouslsf  agreed  iq>on,  and  TrumboU  directly 
ftffirms  the  contrary.  Tke  baUnee  of  authority  however,  aenrea  to  lostaiii 
the  Tiew^  taken  in  the  text. 

&9 
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CHAP,  who  were  to  be  chosfen  by  the  different  colonial  assemblies.  * 
s-,^^  The  number  of  members  from  each  colony  was  to  be  never 
1754.  more  than  seven',  nor  less  than  two ;  and  waa  to  be  "  ip 
proportion  to  the  sums  paid  by  each  colo/iy  into  the  genera] 
trea6ury>"  To  the  grand  council  was  to  be  committed  the 
entire  management  of  all  civil  and  military  affiurs.  The 
president  general  T^as  to  have  a  veto  power  on  every  act 
of  the  council,  and  in  him  was  to  be^  lodged  the  whole 
executive  authority.  To  him  also  was  given  ^'  the  appoint- 
ment, with  the  advice  of  the  council,  of  all  military  offi* 
cers,  and  the  entire  management  of  Indian  ai&irs."  •  The 
president  and  council  together  might  declare  war  against 
the  Indians,  or  make  peace  with  them ;  conclude  treaties; 
buy  lands  either  in  the  name  of  the  crown  or  the  union; 
raise  troops;  build  forts;  and4n  short  do  everything  for 
the  general  defence  and  welfare  of  the  colonies.  The  seat 
of  this  govertiment  was  to  be  located  in  Philadel|dii% 
which,  rt  was  supposed,  might  possibly  be  reached  from 
either  South  Carolina  or  New  Hampshire  in  fifteen  or 
twenty  days!  0^ 

This  plan  was  not  adopted.  The  several  assemblies 
deeming  it  too  much  of  an  encroachment  upon  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  refused  their  assent.  The  parent  govern- 
ment, equally  jealous  of  the  prerogative,  rejected  it  on  the 
ground  that  it  favored  the  democratic  at  the  expense  of 
the  aristocratic  elepaent ;  and  the  colonial  governors,  "  too 
inconsiderable  to  hope  for  so  illustrious  a  seat  as  the  presi- 
dent's, could  not  brook  the  exaltation  of  private  citizens 
to  stations  in  the  grand  council,  inflating  their  vanity,  and 
enabling  them  not  only  to  traverse  their  interests  at  court, 

1  The  assemblies  were  to  clioose  the  membera  £sr  tlie  grand  o»ancU  in  tke 
following  proportion : 

Massachusetts 7    PennsylTania .6 

New  Hampshire .• 2    Maryland.,^..... ^....4 

Conneotiout ..6    Virginia...., ^ 7 

Rhode  Island ...2    North  CatoUna .« ..4 

New  York 4    Soutii  CarpIiA»« , ...^4 

New  Jersej ~ 8  ',  — - 

Total,  4S 


* 
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but  lessen  their  authority.**  ^    The  plan,  therefore,  meeting  <gAp. 
with  coldness  from  both  the  crown  and  the  colonists,  fell  >-v-^ 
through ;  yet  not  until  it  had  proved  the  leaven,  whichj  ^  "^^ 
working  for  many  yea^,  prepared  the  minds  of  the  people 
to  receive  with  alafcrity  a  similar  federal  constitution,  thirty- 
three  years  afterwards. 

Thus  closed  the  labors  of  the  mpst  august  assemblage 
that  had  ever  yet  been  convened  upon  the  American  con- 
tinent. Composed  of  men  distinguished  in  the  walks  of  * 
science,  statesmanship  and  philanthropy,  it  commandeii 
attention  alike  fron^  the  humblest  of  tlie  people  to  the 
highest  dignitany  of  the  crown^  Thpjigh  in  some  respects  ^ 
it  was  a  political  failure,  yet  it  stands  another  link  in  the 
chain  of  events  which ^were  rapidly  hastening,  the  coloniep 
into  the  maintenance  of  an  independent  existence. ' 

Scarcely  had  the  lastcommissioner  departed  from  Albany,  )r :  * 

when  the  whole  frontier  from,  the  meadows  cC  the  Ohio  to 
the  forests  of  Maine,  became  alive  with  savage  hordes  let  j^ 

loose  upon  the  settlements  by  the  French.    Intimations  ^ 

of  this  however,  had  been  received  through  the  mouths        '  *?^^ 
of  Indian  runners  in  the  spring.    As  soon  as  hostilities  .    * . 

had  fairly  begun  on  the  frontiers  of  Pennsylvajiia,  reports 
came  that  a  fort  had  been  erepted  on  the*  head  waters  of 
the  Kennebec  by  the  French*  Immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  this, news,  Qt)vemor  Shirley,  at  the  suggestion  of  Din- 
widdle,' pi*oceeded  up  that  river  with  five  hundred  men  to 
Tacconet  falls  where  he  built  Fort  Halifax.  Having 
explored  the  country  above  Nimdynock  without  discover- 
ing any  signs  of  the  enemy,  Governor  Shirley  built  Fort 
'Western  at  Gushenoc,  and  leaving  a  sufficient  number  of 
men  to  garrison  the  *  forts,  returned  to  Boston  to  find  the 
enemy  almost  at  the  very  gates  of  that  city. 

The  storm  which  had  been  so  long  gathering  had  indeed 
burst  with  all  its  fury  upon  the  colonies.    On  the  twenty- 

1  Smith. 

*For  »  fUU  aoooiVLt  of  thif  congreM,  lee  Mats,  Bit.  CoL  t,  8d  scriM. 

>  GoTemor  Dinwiddle  to  Lieutenant  OoTernor  De  Lanoey. 
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cmr.  eighth  of  May  a  body  of  one  hundred  Schaghticoke 
v.^^  Indians  fell  upon  l)iitch'Hoosick,  about  ten  mike  west  of 
I76i;  Vojjt  Massachusetts,  and  attacking  some  men  at  a  mill  on 
the  borders  of  th^  town,  killed  one^and  wounded  another. 
Stemingly  infuriated  by  the  sight  j6f  blood,  they  next 
rushed  into  the  settlement-firmg  houses,  bams  and  stacks 
of  grain,  and  killing  large  numbers  of  cattle.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  they  burned  the  little  vDlage  of  Coick,  but  as 
most  of  the  inhabitants .  had  fortunately  taken  the  alarm 
Aiid  fled  the  day  prt^Tious,  the  loss  of  life  Was  not  great  ^ 
The  villagers  presented  a  la:mentable  spectacle  as  they 
catn)9  the  next  day  into  Albany,  some  half  naked,  others 
with  one  or  two  articles  of  household  goods — all  that  they 
had  bei&ti  able  to  secure  in  their  sudden  flight — and  all 
foot-sore  tod  weary.  The  sight,  says  an  eye-witness,  was 
^?  pUikbiiii  in  the  extreme.  *    The  garrison  of  !^ort  Massachu- 

setts Wing  too  weak  to  furnish  efficient  aid,  a  party  of 
militia  immediately  left  Albanyfoi^the  scene  of  devastation  i 
btit  the  ihdians  escaped  ihto  the  Wood^  whither  the  militia 
dkred  hot  follow.*  Httrdly  had  the  yells  of  the  sscvages 
di^  kway,  when,  as  if  to  add  intensity  to  these  horrors, 
iriitieUlge^ed  loame  that  tiie  tomahawk  was  doing  its  bloody 
Work  VipotL  the  borders  of  New  Hampshire.  On  the 
fiftieehth  of  August,  th<e  Iiidians  mad^  their  flrst  appearance 
at  Baker8to\vn^  killing  a  womcm,  and  capturing  several 
bthert.  A  few  days  -  afterwards  they  surprised  the  house 
6f  Jatiies  J^hnsoh  at  j^umber  !B^our,  in  the  night,  and 
rbliAing  his  family  from  their  slumbers,  conveyed  him,'-)iis 
l^e  and  six  others  to  Crown  Point,  and  thence  into  Canada.  • 
Finding  the  enemy  intent  upon  slaughter,  Qovempr 
Bhiriey  At  once  took  active  liieasureiB  for  the  defence  of  the 
Massachusetts  frontier.    'Colonel  Israel  Williams,  who  had 


■*i  »* 


»  tioyt'8 /fiAVfn  Wars, 

*  htiikt  ft'om  the  Indiah  eoluiiissidMri  At  AllMmy  to  Lieut.  Got.  De  Lan- 
cey. 

*  In  this  raid  14  houses,  28  bams,  and  28  barracks  of  whe«t  were 
dwir^fjM.^'Suaemmt  o/  Chj^Udn  Chapvn^  ihm  ^  tnmmmd  #/  /bit  JTm* 
MdUiMtte. 
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proved  hiniBelf  fitich  an  efficient  officer  in  the  last  war,  wa»<^f- 
again  called  to  the  defence  of  the  western  border.  Thatw^— ^ 
officer,  having  in  his  previous  service  be<k>me  thoroughly  ^^^ 
conversant  with  the  topography  of  the  country,  submitted 
to  Bhirley  a  sketch  of  the  land,— together  with  a  plan  for 
a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  'War.  He  proposed  that  those 
forts  which  had  afforded  little  or  no  protection  heretofore 
to  the  borderers  should' be  given  up,  and  in  their  place,  a 
line  of  smalL  fortifications  should  be  erected  through  the 
valley  of  Charlemont ;  Forts  Bummer  and  Massachusetts 
were  to  be  strengthened  and  supplied  with  light  cannon, 
and  with  two  additional  forts  to  the  westward;  were  to  form 
a  chain  of  foits  connecting  with,  the  line  of  fortifications' 
in  ITew  Tork^  Having  seen,  also,  the  advantage  which 
the  Indians,  by  their  system  of  warfare,  had  always  pos* 
sessed  Over  the  whites,  Colonel  Williams  now  proposed  to 
meet  them  "with  their  own  weapons '  and  upon  their  own 
ground.  For  this  purpbse,  bodies  of  rangers  well  skilled 
in  woodcraft  and  in  bush  fighting,  were  to  be  selected  and 
kept  constantly  traversing  the  wilderness, '  keeping  at  thb 
same  time  a  sharp  look  out  upon  the  routes  to  and  from 
Crown  Point '  He  plan  of  Colonel  Williams  was  laid  by  * 
Governor  Shirley  before  the  general  court,  and  its  main 
features  were  adopted.  A  body  of  rangers,  such  as  the 
colonel  had  recommended,  was  also  raised  and  stationed 
on  the  western  frontier  under  his  command.  At  the  same 
time  troops  were  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  north-western 
quarter  of  the  province,  in  the  counties  of*  Worcester  and 
Hampshire,  and  Captain  Ephraim  Williams  appointed  to 
the  command,  with  the  rank  of  major.*' 

While  these  vigorous  measures  for  the  defence  of  Mas- 
sachusetts were  being  pushed  forward  by  <3k)vemor  Shirley, 
the  lieutenant  governor,  of  New  York  was  not  idle.    As 


i«M*a 


*  Hoy  t*8  Indian  Wan, 

*  Tb«  present  stai«  of  Vemont. 

*  Hojrt*B  Indian  Wart. 
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ci^.  80on  as  the  latter  received  intelligence  of.  the  -deBtroction 
>-v-^  of  Hoosick,  he  sent  orders  to  the  authorities  of  Albany  to 
1764.  repair  the  stockades,  around  that  city,  and  put  the  block 
houses  in  a  suitable  condition  for  defence.  SimultanaQUsly, 
by  his  orders,  the  only  company  remaining  in  New  York 
— ti^e  two  independent  companies  having  sailed  for  Vir- 
ginia— marched  to  Albany — a  sergeant  and  a  few  invalids 
only  being  left  in  the  6ity  to  garrison  the  fort. 

While  thes^  measures  were  in  progress  to  guard  Albany 
against  surprise,  rumors  reached  Colonel  Johnson  from  the 
north,  that  the  French  were  meditating  a  descent  upon  the 
lower  settlements  of  the  colony,  9iid  that  a  large  force  in 
advance  of  the  main  body  had  already  begun  their  march.  ^ 
Although  these  reports  were  not  credited  by  the  colonel, 
yet  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  relax  the  preparations 
which  he  had  already  begun,  shortly  afber  the  burning  of 
Hoosick,  for  putting  the  f(*ontier  towns  in  a  posture  of 
defence.  Measur9s  were  therefore  immediately  taken  by 
him  for  placing  the  militia  of  the  province  in  a  condition 
to  render  efficient  service.  Acting  with  this  object,  .he 
wrote  at  once  to  the  captaips  of  the  several  companies 
within  his  district,  ordering  them  to  have  their  men  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moment'rS  warning. '  At  the  same 
time,  he  directed  the  commanding  officer  at  Schenectady 
to  see  that  all  the  companies  stationed  there  were  instantly 
equipped  and  provided  with  proper  arms  and  ammunition. 
The  officer  was  further  ordered  to  keep  a  strict  watch  by 
night  and  by  day,  and  to  report  to  him  the  state  of  the 
block  houses.  * ,  Considerable  difficulty  having  '  aris^i 
l)etween  the  militia  apd  the  regulars  stationed  at  Schenec- 
tady., the  colonel  in  these  same  orders  thought  proper  to 
add : — "  the  guard  must  be  regular,  and  not  allowed  to  com- 

1  ManiiBcript  orders  of  *Goloiiel  Johnson  to  the  oaptains  of  the  differeiit 
companies  within  his  district. 

*  Idem. 

*  Manuscript  letter ;  Johnson  to  Captain  Jacobus  Van  Sljck,  the  eomniAnd- 
ing  officer  at  Schenectady,  Aug.  80th,  1754. 
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mit  any  indecency,  or  give  any  insults  to  the  king's  gar- chap. 
rison.*'  ^-w 

17(HL 

Meanwhile  the  general  assembly  was  convened  by  the 
lieutenant  governor  on  the  twentieth  of  August.  His  rea- 
son for  convening  it  at  such  an  unusual  season  of  the  year 
was  givisa  in  the  opening  message.  It  was,  he  said^  to 
inform  them  of  Colonel  Washington's  defeat  upon  the 
east  side  of  the  Ohio,  T^thin  the  undoubted  limits  of  his 
majesty's  dominions ;  and  as  it  was  plain  that  the  king's 
lands  had  ruxw  been  invaded^  there  Was  therefore  no  excuse 
for  not  voting  their  promised  aid  to  Virginia,  y^hich  they 
had  refused  at  the  last  session.  The  defenceless  condition 
of  Albany  was  then  pointed  out^  and  the  consequent  neces- 
sity for  erecting  a  fort  i^pon  Hudson  river  for  its  protec- 
tion; equally  necessary,  he  continued,  in  view  of,  the 
importance  of  the  Six  Nations  as  allies,  was  the  erection 
of  a  fort  in  the  Seneca's  country,  where  a  smith  could 
permanently  reside.  As  the  Confederates,  moreover,  at  the 
last  congress,  had  complained  of  the  pernicious  effect  of 
the  sale  of  rum  amongst  them,  he  urged  a  more  stringent 
act  to  prevent,  its  sale  to  the  Indians,  as  the  one  formerly 
passed  for  that  purpose  had  proved  totally  ineffectual.  A 
stronger  militia  act,  for  the  formation  into  companies  of 
those  able  to  bear  arms,  yet  exempt  from  military  duty  by 
law,  was  advised ;  and  also  that  a  quantity  of  amis  and 
accoutrements  should  be  provided  at  New  York  an^  at 
Albany,  to  be  on  hand  in  case  of  any  emergency.  Direct- 
ing his  rejnarks  more  particularly  to  the  house,  he  inform- 
ed it  of  the  plan  of  union  which  had  been  unanimously 
agreed  to  by  the  commissioners  at  Albany,  which  he  con- 
cluded, "  I  shall  now  order  to  be  laid  before  you." 

The  answer  of  the  house  was  of  the  same  general  tenor 
aa  its  reply  to  the  lieutenant  govemor'a  message  at  the 
preceding  session — full  of  quibbles  in  justification  of  its 
refusal  to  grant  the  desired  aid.  While  it  deemed  it 
the  reciprocal  duty  of  the  cplonieis  to  assist  each  other,  yet 
^Uhese  principles,"  said  the  house,  ^^your  honor  will  nut 
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c^p.  extend  to  an  unlimited  sense;"  there  may  be  instances 
w^,-.  where  the  particular  colonies  which  are  invaded,  ought 
17W.  ^  exert  theif  own  strength  and  "  not  call  too  loudly  upon 
others  more  exposed  than  themselves ;" — ^yet  such,  it  said, 
was  the  condition  of  the  colony  of  New  York,  burdened 
with  taxes,  and  threatened  by  the  enemy  at  their,  very 
doors.  "  The  other  colonies,"  it  continijed,  "  make  tliem- 
selves  strong  and .  defensible  by  settling  in  townships,  or 
some  other  close  order,  while  our  fro^tier  landd  are 
granted  away  in  patents,  almost  without  bounds  or  num- 
ber, regardless  of  settlements  or  the  public  welfkre." 

"Would  any  man,"  says  Mr.  Smith,  alluding  to' this 
answer  of  the  assembly,  "  would  any  man  withbut  doors; 
and  not  in  the  secret,  believe  what  is  a  fact,  that  they  had 
alrea4y,  that  very  naoming,  voted  a  gift  of  five  thousand 
pounds  to  their  fellow  subjects  in  Peiinsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginitt?"  Yet  such  was  the  fact.  By  granting  the  aid  to 
Virginia  and  Petinsylvania,  the  jninistry  were  humored ; 
while  by  doing  it  with  seeming  i-eluctance,  the  parsimoni- 
ous spirit  of  the  people  was  grati&ed  and  suspicions  of  a 
sacrifice  of  the  colony's  interests  to  the  De  Lancey  faction, 
prevente4.*  Nothing  worthy  of  special  note  occurred 
during  the  remainder  of  this  sitting ;  and  the  membets 
of  the  assembly,  after  thanking  Mr.  De  Lancey  for  the 
faithful  manner  in  which  he  had  distributed  the  presents 
to  the  Indians  at  the  late  congress — intending'  by  this  a 
direct  hit  at  Mr.  Clinton — ^were  dismissed  to  their  houLes. 

In  the  general  assembly  which  met  on  the  fifteenth  of 
October,  was  first  manifested  the  want  of  tha.t  harmony, 
which  had  hitherto  been  so  flattering  to  Mr.  De  Ijancey's 
administration.  The  reluctance  of  the  lieutenant  governor 
at  the  congress  to  accede  to  the  plan  of  union,  first  awak- 
ened suspicion  in  the  public  mind  that  hia  sympathies 
were   on  the  side  of  the  crown ;  and  that  thq  affection 

which  he  professed  for  the  people,  was  only  a  cover  to  bis 

.     — ■ —  ■  ■  ■  >    » 
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own  ambitiop.    There  were  aldo  a  few  of  Mi.  Clinton's  m^* 
friends  left,  around  whom  were  gatjxered  a  small  opposi-  wy^ 
tion ;  and  the  partiality  which  Mr.  De  Lancey  h«d  shown  ^^**' 
to  his  partisans  since  .coinings  into  power,  disgusted  others 
find  added  to  the  discoiit^nt  which  waa  now  quite  geuei:aL 
To  this  was  added  another  source^of  dissatisfiaction^  vi^, : 
the  course  he  had  taken  in  the  founding  of  the  ooUege. 
To  understand  thi^  latter  poitit  more  clearly,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  glance  at  the  ori^n  of  the  controversy  which  was 
now.  raging  fiercely,  and  which  had  aJi'eady  divide  th9 
assembly  ipto  two  parties.     .  • 

The  province  of  OSTew  York  at  this  period  waft  divided, 
in  its  religious  views,  into  two.  aectar— the.  !Spis(^opaUan 
and  the  Presbyterian-H-the  former  b^ing  led  by  J^mes  De 
Lancey,  and  the  latter  by  Wm*  lavingfltocii.  The  Presby- 
terians, though  outnumbering  ten  to  one  tb^  Episcopa- 
lians,^ had  not  £urly  recovered  from  thi^  oppre^piofli^  of 
the  early  governors,  I^letcher  and  Cornbmy ;  find  they 
Woilld  probably  have  remained  quiet,  had  uot  the  J^piscOr 
palians,  with  great  lack  of  judgment,  stiir^  ^p  apew  the 
amheiB  of  controversy.*         %.   ' 

The  people  of  JSeiV'  Tork>  awaken^  to  tl;^  impojrtance 
of  stimulating  education^  raised  by  ^uccessiv^  lotteries, 
the  sum  of*  thi^ee  thousand  four  hundred  and  ^r^^tiir^^ 
pounds  lor  the  purpose  of  founding  ^  college  ^  and  in  the 
iall  of  1761,  paased  a^  act  fox  placing  the  mo^ey  thw 
raised  in  the  hai^ds  of  ten  trustees.  Of  these,  seven  were 
Episcopalians,  two  belonged  to  the  Dutch  church,  and 
the  tenth  was  Wni.  Livingstop,  an  English  Presb^teriap,* 
This  manifest  Inequality  in  &vor  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, at  once  raised  a  well  fouaded  alairm  in  the  inin40  of 
the  other  sects,  who  very  justly  perceived  in  thity  an 
attempt  to  make  the  college  entirely  sectaijrian,  'bf  whicfh 
only  those  in  the  Episcopid  church  could  particip;^  in 

iflmith. 

*  Life  of  Livinffiton,  hj  Sedgwick  Jon. 

*  Wa.  LiTi&gUon,  afterward  goyemor  of  New  JerMj. 
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CH^.  its  benefit*.  Uor  were  they  kft  long  in  suspense^  for  .it 
wv-'soon  became  well .  understood  that  the  majority  of  the 
17M,  trustees  were  to  have  Ihe  coUege  under  th^ir  control,  and 
were  intending  shortly  to  petition  the  lieutenant  governor 
for  a  charter,  in^  which  it  was  to  be  ^expressly  stipulated 
that  no  person  out  •  of  the  communion  of  the  English 
Church  should  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  president.^  Far 
seeing  men  uttered  gloomy  forebodings ;  and  a  belief  soon 
diffused  itself  through  the  minds  of  intelligent  difisenters, 
that  this  was  only  the  foreshadowing  of  an  attempt  to 
introduce  into  the  colony  an  establi^ed  church. 

This  idea  was  to  a  majority  of  the  colonists  repugnant 
in  the  extreme.  The  union  of  church  and  state,  with  its 
tytbes  and  taxes,  was,  like  the  ^'  skeleton  In  *«rmor,^  ever 
present  to  their  imagin^ions,  stimulating  them,  to  tlie 
utmost  resistance.  Mr.- ^  Livingston,  therefcM'e,  .pajiially 
with  a  vi^w  to  expose  the  evils  of  a  college  founded  upon 
such  sectarian  principles,  established  a  paper  called  the 
Indepejident  Reflector}  '  The  articles  which  successively 
appeared  from  his  pen  on  this  subject  were  able  and  pun- 
gent. Under  his  lash  the^  leaders  of  the  church  party 
winced  ;'  and  iil  iheinCgony,  charged  him  with  the  design 
of  breaking  up  the  plan  of  any  college  whatever,  and 
dreaded  lest  he  should  obtain  a  charter  ^'  for  constituting 
a  college  on  a  basis  the  most  catholic,  generous  and  free."^ 
These  attacks  of  the  •  church  party  were  returned  wiih 


p4-^ 
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'  Idem. 

*Id  a  letter  from  the  Bot.  Sunuel  Jobnaon  of  Conneetieut  to  BisEop 
Seeker  (published  in  the  London  Doeuments  xzx,  6),  the  writer  mjb  :  •*  The 
ohuroh  at  Vew  York  ia  about  founding  a  college  with  firte  liberty  t*  diaseiiii- 
ing  pupihi  to  go  to  w^hai  meeting  they  please;  nay  not  esoluding  dissenten 
from  being  even  tutors.  *  *  *  Nay  they  contend  that  no  religion  at 
all  should  be  taught  in  the  college  rather' than  the  church  should  haTc  any 
precedence.  So  bitterly  ar^  they  set  against  us  I  and  bow»Ter  eo  much 
they  are  otherwise  at  Tariance  among  themseWes,  yet  they  unite  with  (Aor 
t«tmo«t/ore«  against  us,  and  do  all  they  can  to  disatffeot  the  Dutch  towards 
us,  who  otherwise  were  peaceably  disposed." 

^  Independent  R^t9r,  JHo,  \Q. 
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redoubled  violence,  and  the  controversy »had  now:  risen  t5  ^9Sf^ 
fever  heat.^  "    -  -  ^.ivsii^       _ 

The  efforts  of  Mr.  Livingston  and  other  able  writers  to^'*^  '  * 
prevent  the  incorporation  of  the  college  under  these  prin-  ^  ^ 
ciples,  were  fruitless ;  and  Mr.  De  Lancey  accordingly 
granted  the  charter.  Rev.  Satnuel  Johnson  from  Btratford, 
a  worthy  man,  was  called  to  the  president's  chaii',  and  Mr. 
Livingston  was  appointed  one  of  the  goyemors,  in  the 
hopeof  silencing  his  opposition.*.   <  * 

The  granting  of  this  charter  was  so.  displeasing  to  the 
majority  of  the  people,  thai,  the  lieutenant  governor 
thought  it  advisable,  in  order,  tb  win  back  their  fonner 
confidence,  to  urge  at  the  present*  session  the  passage  of 
several  poptilar  acts.  Among  th^m  w^as  one  for  supplying 
the  garrison  at  Albany  and  the  fortifications  along  the 
frontiers,  and  another  for  the  dischai^e  of  the  claims  of 
the  public  creditors,  especially,  the  one  of  Colonel  John- 
son. 

^It  may  at  first  iq>pear  singular  that  Mr.  Be  Lancey 
should  be  found  using,  his  influence  in  &vox  of  <]!olopel 
Johnson.  His  opposition,  to  the  latter,  however,  had 
arisen'  more  from  a  desire  to  harass  Governor  Clinton, 
than  from  any  personal  animosity;  and  the  cause  being 
new  removed,  he  not  only  ceased  his  enmity,,  bi^t  oon- 
tinued  his  warm  friend  until  his  decease* 

In  a  message  which  the  lieutenant  governor  sent  down 
on  the  twenty^fifth,  the  house  was .  informed  that  the 
Mohawks  of  the  lowe^  castle  were  dissatisfied  on  account 
of  a  pieice  of  ground  which  they  hadi[>rmerly  sold  to  the 


!-r-»- 


1  The  following  aro  a  few  of  tne  titlei  of  the  artieloB  written 'and  pub- 
lished by  Mr.  LiTingston  at  this  time. 

**No.  zzxi.  t^rlmitlTe  Christianity,  short  and,  intelligfbl^Modeni 
Christianitj,  Toluminoaa  and  ineompreheitible.  ' 

**  xx3tiy.  Of  the  Teneration  and  oontempt  ef  the  elergy^ 

«•  xxxn.  The  absurdity  of  thtf  qiytt  magastrata'i  interfering  in  mMnn 
of  religion. 

**xxxYm.  Of  paaslTeobediendliandnon-ttsislaiioe." 

«Bedgwldk. 
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<gu^fiey.  Mr.  Barclityi  The  lond^  they  said^  they  nerer 
^«v^^^^^^^<l  should  pass  in  fee,  but  remain  forever  for  the 
1"^  nee* of  any  missiotiaty  who  might  be  stationed  among 
them.  R^.  Mr.  Barclay,  having  given  up  his  situaticni. 
aj9  miBsionayy  to  tihe  Mohawks,  for  the  rectorate  of  Trinity 
Ohufch)  Would  gladly  deed  the  land  back  to  the  Indians^ 
provided  he  was  reimbureed  for  the  improvements  which 
he  hid  put  upon  it.  The  tneeeage  therefore  recommended 
that  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  diould  be  appropriated  for 
thiii)  object^  as  well  as  for  tfaeyerecting  of  a  church  among 
the  Oanajoharies,  which  tiie  luttejr  very  mudi  desired.    * 

I%e  aesembly  had  already  proceeded  to  vote  the  atrears 
of  salaries^  and  a  farther  sum'  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
poundB  ibr  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  lieutenanl 
govemot  at  die  late  treaty,  When  on  the  twentg^-firat  ol 
Ifovember,  a  letter  was  coitnmunioated  to  them  by  Mxv  De 
La^cey^  ttam  the  k)nk  of  trade.  The  iatter,  he  aaid^  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  council  had  done  right  in  refusing 
its  Mstent  to  tlie  late  applioation  Inll,  an  such  anntial 
gmnlbs  telght  be  employed  ^'  to  the  purpose  of  wrestu^ 
^(mi  4fae  ciKf9hi  tiie  nomination  of  i^  officers  x^hose  eala- 
ri<9S  dispfended  upon  the  appointment  of  the  assembly,  and 
<tf  detewtllig  all  th«  neceesary  setvice^of  government;" 
aiM  thttt  th^  Wei'e,  therefore^  at  a  loss  to  understand  what 
end  the  plan  of  granting  a  yearly  revenue  «ould  serve.  If, 
however,  the  asi^mbly  -  persisted  ib  these  ^attempts .  to 
W^ltkeW  %he  i^wer  of  the  orow^  by  such  measures,  it  must 
t(^  flatter  itself  that  it  could  give  them  eitbet  stability  or 
petmkAeo^ji  ^^lihafpbi  ih^refotej'^  cdtntinued  Mr«  De  Lan- 
cey,  "you  will  take  these  weighty  reasons  into  your  most 
senous  consideration,  and  provide  a  peVmantot  revenue 
ff)r  the  support,  of  government,  in  such  a  manner  as  nday 
put  an  end  to  any  dispute  on  th^t  head.*'  "There  is 
another  point  in  their  lorddiip's  letter/'  he  farther  added, 
^^  oil  Xvrhich  it  ii&  JirDper  you  should  know^  their  sentiments. 
Their  lordships  are  inclined  to  believe,  from  the  nature  of 
paper  currency  in  general,  that  the  making  smch  paper 
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mot^j   a  legal  tender  in  all  payment^  is  unneceeaary,' cg^,. 
improper,  and  inconsistent  with  the  sense  of  parliaInient^"^-.,,.-« 
and  therefore  "  I  cannot  give  my  consent  to  any  act  of  this  ^'^ 
sort,  without  a  clause  being  inaert^  therein,  suspending 
its Execution,  until  his  miyesty'fr  pleasure  be  known;'^ 

The  reault  of  this  communication  waa  an  address.in  whidbL, 
while  the  assembly  denied  any  intention  tp  encroach  on 
the  executive,  it  refused  to  recede  fix)m  the  uqw  mode 
of  a  yearly  support  It  was  impossible,  it  aaid,  on  account 
of  the  colony  debt,  to  erect  forts  without  a  farther  issue 
of  paper;  and  it  boldly  declared,  ithat  unless  the  bills 
were  made  a  legal,  tender  without  any  restrictieny  it  would 
not  even  accede  to  that;  when  however  hci  had  it  in  hia 
power,  to  give  his  asseht^  to  ant  act  that  should  not  b^ 
impeded  by  any  restraining  clause^  it  would  cheerfully  pro* 
vide  for  the  defence  pf  the  colony.  The  a6^eIably  neverthe- 
less was  so  alive  to  the  importance  of  erectinga fort  forth- 
with upon  the  Hudson  rvver  above  Albany,  that  it  directed 
him  to  have  one  buUt,  promising  to.defray  the  cost  when 
the  i&mount  should  be  known.^  , 

The  granting  of  a  charter  to  the  new  coUesge  ha4  not 
utterly  crushed  out  -(^position,  to  its  obnoxious  principles. 
The  house  stiU  had  the  disposal  of  the  jmoney  which  had 
been  raised ;  and  the  aeotaries  having  a  majority,  the  trus- 
tees  were  ordered  to  report  their  transactions  by  virtue  of 
the  act  under  which  they  had  been  appointed.  The  latter 
accordingly  on  the  first  of  November  handed  in  two  sepa- 
rate reports,  Wm.  Livingston  reading  .one,  and  James 
Livingston  and  Mr.  NieoU  the  other.  After  the  two 
reports  had  been  considered,  the  house  unanimously 
resolved  "  that  it  would  not'  consent  to  any  disposition  of 
the  moneys  raised  by  lottery  for  erecting  a  college  within 
this  colony,  in  any  other  manner,  than  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature  hereafter  passed  for  that  purpose."  Permission 
at  the  same  time  was  given  Mr.  Robert  Livingston  to 

^  Jonmal  of  Msembly. 
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<^Pf  bring  in  a  bill  for  inoorporating  a  college,  whieb  he  intro- 

^-v-^  duoed  that  same  afternoon.^    . 

1754.  g^g  introduction  of  this  bill  astonished  both  houses.  It 
WBB  vain  to  suppose  that  the  council  would^give  its  assent 
to  an  act  so  distasteful  to  its  religious  prejudices;  Ror  was 
thfe  lieutenant  governor  likely  to  directly '  contradict  the 
letters  patent  which,  on  behalf  of  the  crown,  he  himself 
had  granted — ^while  the  assembly,  composed  chiefly  of  dis- 
senters, dared  n6tTeject  it.*  In  this  predicament,  a  motion 
was*  made  by  Mr.  Walton— prefiewed  with  the  remark 
^  that  the  subject  was  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the 
people  they  represented,  with  respect  both  to  their  civil 
and  religious  liberties" — ^thatthe  consideration  of  the  IhU 
be  deferred  until  the  next  session,  by  which  time  the  sen- 
timents 6F  i;heir  constituents  could  be  obtained.  This 
motion  was  gladly  seized  upon  as  the  only  mode  which 
presented*  an  honorable  retreat  from  the  position  they  had 
so  hastily  assumed,  and  was  therefore  imm^iately  carried. 
Thus,  with  the  close- of  the  year,  -practically  terminated 
the  college  controversy.  A  controversy,  which  'COYisider^ 
in  itself,  was  not  perh&ps  of  much  importance ;  but  which 
should  not  be  omitted  by  the  historian,  who'  would  show 
the  progress  which  the  colonists  were  niaking  toward 
that  civil  and  reUglous  ^freedom  which  they  afterward 
attained. 

;SiaiUi.  . 
'Idem. 
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^CH^PTER  XV. 
1755.- 

Blood  ha4  been  filled,  Washingtoi^  defeated,  and  the  chap- 
scalping,  knife  unsheathed  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Kennebec,  wyJ^ 
yet  England  and  France  were  still  at  peace.    Notwithstand-  ^^^• 
ing  the  bold  assumptions  of  France,  the  vaacillating  course 
of    the  NevcEBtie  ministiy.  rendered  a  definite  policy 
toward  j^iat  government .  impossible ; ,  and  although  the 
defeat  at  the  Great  Meadows  roused  the  n^inistry  sufficiently 
to  ask  the  advice  of  Horatio  Gates,  a  youthful  officer  juat 
arrived  frotit  iTova  Scotia,  yet  they  soon  relapsed  into  their 
former  imbecUity,  leaving  the  chaise  of  American  afl&ira 
to  the  di]ijk:e  of  Cumberland,  at  that  time  the  captain  gen- 
eral of  the  armies  of  Great  Britain.  ^ 

The  duke  of  Cumberland,  who  has  been  described  as 
<<  cruel  aixd  sanguinary,"  regarded  the  opportunity  thus 
afforded  for  indulging  in  his  favorite  pastime,  war,  with 
delight ;  apd  rightly  judging  that  the  French  were  bent 
on  hostilities,  he  difipatched  in  January,  while  ^the  minis- 
try were  still  hesitating,  two  regiments  to  America  under 
the  command  of  Edward  Braddock.  The  French,  tho- 
roughly cognizant  of  the  intentions  of  the  English,  not^ 
withstanding  the  flimsy  diplomatic  subtleties  with  whix^h 
'^  England's  foolish  prime  minister' '  was  amusing  the  French 
court,  immediately  made  preparations  for  sending  large 
reinfbrcementa  into  Canada.  •  With  this  design,  a  fleet  of 
transports  carrying  troops  under  th^  command  of  Baron 
Dieskau,  a  veteran  soldier,  and  having  also  on  board  De 
Vaudreuil,  who  was  to  supersede  Du(j[uesne  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Canada,  sailed  from  Brest  early  in  May.  Scarcely 
: : 1 

1  Bancroft.    Walpole's  Oeorge  11, 
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CHAP,  had  its  sails  caught  the  ocean  breezes,  when-  the  English, 
v-,y— /who  had  watched  this  movement  with  a  jealous  eye,  sent 
1756.  Admiral  Boscawen  in  pursuit.  Both  fleets  arrived  nearly 
at  the  same  time  off"  Cape  Eace,  but  were  prevented  by  a 
dense  fog,  from  seeing  each  other.  The  larger  part  of  the 
French  fleet,  taking  advantage  of  'this  circumstance, 
escaped  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  safely  landed  the  troops, 
with  Dieskau  and  Vaudreuil,  at  Quebec,  ^wo  vessels, 
however, — ^the  Aloide  and  the  Lys — Were  not  so  fortunate, 
for  on  the  sixth  of  June  tihey  fell  in  with  the  Dunkirk  and 
the  Defiance  of  the  British  fleet.  The  Alcide  was  com- 
manded  'by  Hocquart,  .  and  the  Dnnkirk  by^  Howe,  *  both 
brave  men-^and  a  sharp  action  ensued,  which,  lasting 
several  hours,  resulted  in  'the  discomfiture  and  surrender 
of  the  French  men-of-war.  *  Meanwhile,  as  the  prospect 
of  a  war  becamermore  certain,  atid  the  defenceless  condition 
of  the  frontiers  more  apparent,  the  alarm  of  the  coloriists 
grew  so  great  as  to  induce  the  lieutenant  governor,  with 
theadvice  of  his  council,  to  convene  the  assembly  on  the 
fourth  of  Feburary.  The  opening  message  informed  tKat 
body  of  the  active  measures  which  his  majesty  was  taking 
for  the  security  of  his  subjects  in  Aii'erica,  and  of  the 
armament  which  had  already  sailed  under  General  Brad- 
dock.  It  farther  reminded  them*  of  the  weak  state  of  the 
frontier  fortifications,  should  the  French  make— which  was 
quite  possible — a  descent"  upon  the  province.  In  order 
effectually  to  prevent  this,  the  defences  around  the  city  of 
New  York  sbould  at  once  •  be  strengthened,  And  other 
works  constructed,  which  the  commander  in  chief,  with  the 
advice  of  his  council  and  th^best  engineetTS,  might  think 
advisable.  The  northern  frontier  next  demanded  their 
serious  attention.  The  defences  of  the  city  of  Albany 
were  in  such  B.  deplorable  state,  as  to  excite  the  derision 
even  of  the  Indians;  and  yet  should  that  city  be  taken, 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  French  from   sweeping 

I*  ■■■!  ■!  II  ■■.■■II.      I  P.1  .111  « ■  Mill  I  i^i^p— — ^ 

^Afterward  Lord  Howe. 
'Smollet. 
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down  into  New  Jersey  and-  Pennsylvania.  Albany  sljonld  crap. 
therefore  be  fortified  without  delay,  and  a  strong  fort  built  v-v-' 
at  8ome  advimced  place  on  the  Hudson,  whence  scouts  ^^'^^• 
coold  be  sent  out  to  gain  ifitellig^n<5e  and  give  timely  notice 
of  the  enemy's  approach.  All  these  preparations,  added 
the  message,  would  require  a  l^ge  amount  of  i^oney ;  but 
as  security  could  not  be^  purchased  at  too  high  a  price,  it 
hoped  that,  throwing  aside  Any  ilUtimed  parsimony,  they 
would  provide  such  Amd/s  as  would  be  sufi^ciont  to  defray  all 
expenses  necessary  for  their  own  preservation,  The  assem- 
b^Iy  needed  no  urging  to  prompt  action,  Jts  {ilarm  was  too 
great,  and  the  enemy  too  near  for  it  to  be  indifferent  to 
the  exigency  of  the  occasion.  It  immediately,  in  defiance 
of  the  royal  instructions,  authorized  ^n  issue  of  forty-five 
thousand  pounds  in  ]Dills  of  credit,  to  be  sunk  at  stated 
intervals  by  a  tax ;  prohiy  ted  apy  supplies  of  provisions 
from  beiiig  sent  to  the  French  colonies;  and  made  the 
militia  subject  to  such  penalties  as  should  be  imposed  by 
the  executive. 

Meanwhile,  the  Mol^^wk;3  of  the  upper  and  lower  castles 
became  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  hostilities,  which  would 
le.t  loose  the  hordes  of  French  JLndians  upon  their  castles, 
now  entirely  defenceless.  Hearing  of  Colonel  Johnson's 
intepded  departure  for  Kew  York  to  take  his  seat  at  the 
council  board,  they  hastened  to  transmit  by  him  a  message 
to  the  executive,  representing  their  unprotected  condition 
and  beseeching  aid.  J  Thetr  appeal  was  delivered  by  the 
colonel,  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  city,  to  Mr.  De  Lan- 
cey  in  person,  who  communicated  it  to  his  coup^il  o;i  the 
twenty-eightl).  The  letter  waa  addressed  to.  the  lieutenant 
gQvernor,  and  was  pM  follows; 

"  Brother  Goragh:  When  we  had  the  pleasure  of.  seeing 
jou  last  summer  at  Albany,  the  air  seemed  to  be  ple^ant 
and  the  sky  serene  and  clear,  but  to  our  great  concern  we  now 
observe  thick  ^d  heavy  clouds  arising  on  all  sides  and 
driving  this  way,  which  seems  to  portend  a  storm.  Should 
it  blow,,  we  are  very  apprehensive  of  danger,  having  no 

61 
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cmK  Bhelter.  To  you,  therefore,  Brother,  (in  who«c  power  it  10 
N..^  to  draw  or  disperse  those  dark  clouds)  we  make  known  our 
1766.  fears,  not  doubting  llutyou,  o\it  of  a  brotherly  affection, 
will  either  remove  them  or  ease'  the  minds  of  our  old  and 
young  people,  or  cover  us  from  the  impending  storm. ' '  The 
council,  after  considering  this  letter,  wisely  revived  that 
to  corbply  with  their  wishes  wbtUd  be  a^better  argument  in 
£s8uading  th^m  from  yielding  to  the  intrigues'  ot  the 
French,  than  aH  the  words  that  could  be  used,  and  deter- 
mined forthwith  to  have  both  their  castles  stockaded  imd 
6ucb  other  works  erected  as  \^OHld  bcfst  protect  theii* 
uncovered  old  naen.  Thfey  also  •  i^uthoriafed  the  eiceeutive 
to  draw  upon  the  contingent  fund  for  this  purpose;  and 
directed  the  colonel  to  estimate  the  expense  of  such  works 
as  the  Indians  desired,  and  construct,  on  his  arrival  home, 
such  defences  as  in  his  judgmient  might  be  dedlnj^  advis- 
able. 

While  the  assembly  v^bs  sitting,  Govfenior  Shirley,  tvho 
had  fbr  a  long  time  been  in  correspondence  ^Ith  the  min- 
istry upoti  the  importance  knd  feasibility  of  totiquering 
Canada,  seht  commissioners  to  the  several  colonies^  u)*ging 
them  to  assist  him  in  his  long*  cherished  pwjectof  driving 
the  Frenbh  from  the  continent  of  America.  Thomas  Pow- 
nal,  ^  the  commissioner  sent  for  this  purpose  to  the  colony 
of  Npw  York,  met  with  so  lukewarm  a  reception  from  De 
Lancey,  as  to  lead  him  to  seek  sympathy  from  the  party 
opposed  \o  the  latter.  This  party  had  now  acquired  con- 
siderable influence,  and  as  Mr.  Pownal  received  frona  it 
cordial'  support,  the  lieutenant  governor  thought  it  not 
advisable  to  create  any  more  ill  feeling  agaiilst  himself,  by 
provoking  it  farther.  He  accordingly  Bent  down  to  the 
asdembly,  upon  the  tWenty-sixth,  a  special  message,  in  which 
he  requested  supplies  for  the  quartering  of  the  troops,  and 
informed  it  that  the  garrison  at  Oslvego  was  tn  danger 

of  succumbing  through  want,  as*  Colonel  Johnson  had 

■  ■  ' '      ■     ■       f       ■..,.'  ...         ■  .1.1      .  ■   I  ■  * 

1  Brother  of  f4hn.  Pownal,  %t  that  timt  ono  .of  the  seoretaries  la  the 
board  of  trade. 
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refused  any  longer  to  provisioi^  that  post,  while  the  debtcwf. 
which  he  had  aU*eady  incurred  in  supplying  it  was  unpaid.  w:jL/ 
Accompanying  the  message,  were  copies  of  Mr.  Shirley's  ^V^ 
letters,  and  he  urged  it  to  take  the  suggestions  therein 
contained  into  consideration.  On  the  saipe  day,  Mr.  John 
Chambers  was  sent  by  the  council  to  request  the  house  to 
unite  in  a  joint  ccHnmittee  to  confer  with  Mr.  Pownal  upoa 
the  suggestions  made  by  Governor  Shirley.  This  w^ 
acceded  to,  and  after  the  committee  had  met  the  Mass^ 
chusetts  commissioner,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  '^  that 
the  scheme  was  weU  concerted,  and  that  if  Massachusetts 
would  raise  fourteen  hunted  men,  they  ought  to  fi^id  eigh^ 
hundred,  and  that  they, would  agree  to  contribute  to  ^ 
general  fund  for  the  common  charge  of  the  war:"  Before 
however  this  resolution  should  be  acted  upon,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  sub^iit  it  to  General  Bmddock  for  his  approval  ^ 
and  the  house  adjourned  on  thei  twenty-ninth  imtil  his 
opinion  could  be  obtained  by  Mr.  De  Lancey,  who  had  beei^ 
called  to  confer  witli  that  general  and  five  of  th^  poloiuaJ. 
governors  at  Alexandria.* 

This  confex;ienqe  had  been  called  by  Braddock  shortly 
after  his  arrival  in  Virginia,  to  meet  upon  the  fourteenth 
day  of  April.*  Its  object  was  to  devise  measures  for  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the  French.  *  Yet 
at  the  same  time  it  was  distinctly  understood  that  Ciekn,ad|t 
was  not  to  be  inv^dadi  hut  only  French  encroac]^^e^tB 
along  the  frontier  repelled^ 

Four  separate  expeditions  were  planned  by  Braddoeic 
and  the  royal  governors— the -first- for  the  complete  redujS- 
tion  of  Nova  Scotia,  was  to  be  commanded  by  Lawrence, 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  Ijiat  province ;  a  second  was  to 
recover  the  Ohio  valley,   under  Braddock  himself;  ithe 

1  The  oolonial  goTemon  present  upon  tlits  occMion,  were,  De  Lancey  of 
New  York,  Shirley  of  MMiachnsettB,  MorriB  of  PennsyWania,  Sharpe  of 
Maryland,  and  Dinwiddle  of  Virginia.  Commiedore  Keppcl  wi^  alio  pneeni. 

*  Braddock  sailed  from  Cork  with  ona  thousand  q^en  upon  the  fourt,f  enth 
day  of  JftiMiarjr,  •nd-MTiT^d  w  tlM  C>>M%>Mlf  th^  M«r  iNVt  of  f  riMniary. 
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ofe^p.  third,  under  command  of  Shirley,  was  to  expel  the  French 
s-v-^from  Fort  Niagara,  and  form  a  junction  with  Braddock's 
1766.  fopces ;  and  the  fourth  was  to  be  given  to  GolonelJohnson, 
having  for  its  object  the  capture  of  Crown  Point.  This 
last  appointment  was  made  through  the  influence  of 
Governor  Shirley.  The  energy  which  Colonel  Johnson 
had  displayed  in  his  command  of  the  militia  of  New-York, 
and  the.  vigoi*  which  he  had  infused  into  that  blanch  bf  the 
public  service,  first  led  Shirley  to  desire  that  he  should 
have  the  command  of  the  expedition.^  Early  in  this  year, 
he  had  anliounced  to  the  general  assembly  of  Massachu- 
setts, under  a  pledge  of  secrecy,  his  intention  to  appoint 
Johnson  to  the  command  of  the  expedition  against  Crown 
Point;*  and  at  this  conference,  Generfil  Braddock,  at  his 
suggestion,  gave  the  -colonel  the  (command,  with  the  rank 
of  major  general.  The  latter  was  fo  have  under  him  the 
provincial  ralilitia  and  the'  wiwriors  of  the  Six .  Nations ; 
and  his  acknowledged  influence  over  the  latter  especially, 
gave  promise  of  success.  General  Johnson  held  his  coitL 
mission  from  the  governors  of  those  colonies  that  were  to 
furnish  the  provincials — the  respective  quotas  of  each  being 
fixed  at  Alexandria. ' 

At  this  cbfiference,  Johnson,  who  was  also  piiesenfr  at 
the  solicitation  of  General  Braddock,  received  from  the 
latter  the  appointment  of  superintendant  of  Indian  affairs, 
with  full  power  to  treat  with  the  Confederate  Nations,  and 
to  secure  them  and  their  allies  td  the  British  interest 
Forthe  fiirtherance  of  this  latter  object,  Braddock  advanced 
Johnson  two  thousand  pounds,  which,  it  was  understood, 
should  be  reimbursed  to  him  by  the  colonies,  according  to 
the  proportions  which  had  been  settled  upon  by  the  com- 
missioners, the  previous  summer  at  Albany. 
Immediately  upon  Johnson's  return,  he  sent  belt^p  of 

wampum  to  all  the  castlee  of  t)ie  Confederate  Nations,  now 

■  »    « 

^  ManuBcripft  letter  :*  Shirley  to  Johnson, 
s  ^tet  to  a  Nobleman.    Matt.  His.  Co(. 

"Johnson's  loommiseion  trota  Qorernor  Shirley  as  MU^fir  g«ii,«ral^  ia  dated 
the  16tii  Apnl  of  the  present  year. 
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increased  to  nine,  ^  informing,  them  of  a  grand  council  chap^ 
which  he  proposed  to  hold,  and  desiring  that  they  would  v-v*^ 
meet  him  at  Mount  Johnson   with  all  possible   dispatch.  ^^^^ 
The  Indiana  did  not  require  urj^ng  to  attend.     The  news 
that  th^ir  brother*  Warraghiyagey  had  again  been. raised 
up  among  them,  spread  like  wild-fire ;  *  and  in  a  Very  short 
time,  in  response  to  his  call,  over  eleven  hundred  Indians 
of  every  age  and  sex,  assembled  at  the  place  designated. 
So  unprecedented  and  unexpected  was  the  number  present 
— by  far  the  largest  assemblage  of  Indians  ever  before 
convened — that  Johnson,  as  well  as  his  larder,  was  com* 
pletely  taken  by  surprise. 

On  the  twenty-first  of  June  He  opened  the  council  by  a 
speech,  which  was  iliterpreted  to  the  Indians  by  Red  Head, 
the  chief  dachem  of  the  Onondagas.  *  In  this  address  the 
Indians  were  informed  of  the  arrival  of  General  Braddock, 
who  had  come  with  "a  large  number  of  armed  men,  great 
guns,  and  other  implements  of  war, ' '  to  protect  tl^ose  Indians 
against  the  French,  who  remained  firm  in  their  attachment 
to  the  English.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  the  speaker 
also  took  occasion  to  infomythem  in  their  own  poetical  lan- 
guage, of  his  late  appointment  from  General  Braddock. 
"The  tree,"  said  he,  "which  in  your  public  speeches  atfd  * 
private  applications  to  tne,  you  haVe  so  oftem  and  eo 
earnestly  desired  nli^ht  be  again  set  up,  is  now  raised  and 
fixed  in  the  earth  by  so  powerful  a  hand,  that  its  roots  will 
take  a  fitrm  and  deep  footing,  and  its  branches  be  a  comfort- 
able and  extensive  shade  for  you  and  all  your  allies-to  tike 
shelfer  under  it.-    And  by  this  belt,  I  now  invite  you  and  all 

.  ^ByiakiDg  into  the  coTenant  chain  the  Tiederigoenes,  Sohanadarigh- 
roeneiB  and  Delawares. 

*The  Indians  appear  In  eitreme  goo'd  humor,  and  mightil/^  plcfiwed  at 
your  haying  solely  the  superintaQdeney  of  their  affairs."  Manaaeript  let- 
ter: Colonel  Stoddard  to  GeneralJehneon,  June  18th,  1755. 

*  Although  Johnson  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  Indian  tongue,  and 
feould  hare  spoken  to  them  directly  in  their  own  language,  yat  it  wai  always 
considered  by  the  Indiana^  as  etiquette  to  be  addressed  at<a  fopual  oonCtc^noe 
through  a  third  person. — Mf^BOitueripU  ^  SHr  WUUamj/okntcn, 
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CHAP,  your  allies  to  come  and  sit  under  this  tree,  where  you  may 
w^.w  freely  open  your  hearts  and  gpt  all  your  wounds  healed.  I 
176ft  ^Q^  Brethren,  atthe'same  lime,  rempvetlie  embers  which 
remain  at  Albany,  and  rekindle  tlie  fire  of  council  andfriend- 
ship  at  this  place ;  and  this  lire  I  shall  niake  of  such  wood 
as  will  give  the  clearest  light  and  greatest  warmth,  and  I 
hope  it  will  prove  comfortable  ^nd  i^sefiil  \f)  all  such  as  will 
come  and  light  theix*  pipes  at  it,  and  dazzle  and  scorch  all 
those  who  are  or  may  be  enemies  to  it.*'  In  conclusion, (hey 
were  informed  that  he  had  a  niessage  to  give  them  from 
General  Braddock,  and  also  presents  which  the  king  had 
sent  them  by  that  warrior.  These  he  would  deliver  to  them 
in  a  day  of  two,  together  with  a  speech  of  his  own. 

On  the  twenty-third,  however,,  the  Indians  .having 
informed  Johnson  that  they  were  .desirous  to  answer,  his 
late  speech,  he  consented  to  put  off  the  delivery  pf  the 
one  he  had  promised  for  that  day,  apd  listen  to  theirs. 
Accordingly  Hendrik  rose,  and  addressing  bis  brother 
warriors,  announced  that  in  accordance  with  their  ancie;nt 
custom,  the  speaker  at  a  council  was  .always  cbosen  from 
either  the  Mol^aw^ks,  Onondagas,  or  Cayugas,  in  deference 
to  their  ])emg  the  elder  brothers  of  the  Confederacy  ;  and 
•  he  therefore  gave  them  notice  that  Brother  Kaghs\iaghtioni 
(Eed  He^d)  would  be  the  speaker  on  this  occasion.^  . 

The  answer  of  this  sachem  was,  in  its  principal  features, 
an  exprossion  of  satisfaction  for  the  restoration  qj  Johnson. 
The  Six  Nations,  he  said,  had  long  been  in  darl^u^ss,  and 
now  lyere  extremely  obliged  to  the  king  their  father,  for 

restorii>g  to  them  that  clear  and  conqifortable  light  which 
in  old  times  cheered  their  forefathers,  by  appointing  Lim 
to  the  sole  management  of  their  affairs — who  had  alwav-s 
treated  them  kindly  and  hmcsily^  and  whom  they  looked 
upon  as  their  own  flesh  and  blood.  As  to  the  fire  at 
Albany,  it  was  so  low  and  bad  that  they  could  not  even 


>  In  th«  privikte  eeiMoil  of  Uie  aMbems  held  in  reference  to  the  rt'ply  to 
be  giTen  to  fohneon'e  speech,  Hendrik  had  been  nemiaftted  as  thoir  speaker, 
bat  he  deoUned  in  faT«r  of  Bed  Head. 


LIFB  OF  SIR  WILLtAlf  JTOBDrSON,   BART«  467 

find  a  epark  with  which  to  light  a  pip6.     "  We  look  on  you,  chaf. 
Brother,"  concfuded  the  orator,  "  as  the  king,  our  father's  w^ 
representative.    We  are  under  your  direction  and  dispo-  ^^^^' 
siti<m,  and  the  fire  you  have  kindled  hero,  as  well  as  that 
at  Onondaga,  we  will  cherish,  and  all  other  fires  we 
thus  kick  away,  as"  unnatural  and  hateful  to  us."    Here, 
stilting  the  action  lo  tfie  word,  Red  Head  gave  a  violent 
kick.    Then  presenting  to  General  Johnson  a  belt  of  wam- 
pum, he  bowed  three  times  very  low,  and  sat  down  amid 
ah  universal  shout  of  approval. 

As'soon  as  the  Onondaga  orator  had  finished,  the  chief 
sachem  of  the  Oneidas  came  forward,  and  presenting  a  ^£ 

boy  to  Johnson  and  to  thei  Indians,  announced  the  death         .  '^ 
of  one  of  their  sachen^s/and  asked  permission  to  raise  up  ^ 

this  lad  in  his  place,  and  confer  on  him  the  name  of  the  "-^ 

deceased.  *  The  general  thereupon,  taking  the  l^oy  from 
his' hand  as  a  token  that  he  was  pleased  with  the  selection, 
told  him  that  if  the  sachems  of  his  nation  would  introduce 
the  boy  on  the  morrow,  he  would  clothe  him  as  became  a 
chief.  The  Indians  were  then  thanked  for  the  cordial  man- 
ner in  which  they  had  t^sponded  to  his  speech,  and  notified 
that  the  firing  of  two  canncm  would  be  the  sr^al  of  hijs 
being  prepared  to  answer  their  speech,  when  he  hoped  ^ 
that  all  of  them  ^^  great  and  small,  would  be  in  attendance 
to'' hear,  what  he  had  to  say."  ... 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  the  sachems  and  wa»rriors.of  the  '• 
nine  cantons  having  assembled,  Johnson  opeoQd  his  speech 
by.  pointing  impressively  to  foxif  large  volumes  of  Indian 
records  which  lay  on  h  table  before  him — "These  are," 
said  he,  "the  records  of  the  many  solemn  treaties  which 
have  passed  between  your  forefathers  and  your  brothers, 
the  English.  They  testify  that  upop  ou»  first  acquaintance 
we  shook  hands,'  and  finding  we  should  be  useful  to  one 
another,  entered  into  a  covenant  of  brotherly  love  and 
mutual  friendship.  ♦  *  *  And  i^ow  my  brethren,  I  ask 
you^  and  I  desire  every  man  present  to  put  his  hand  on  his 
heart  and  ask  himself  serioudly  this  question;  who  have      .4s 
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CHAP,  been,  who  are  the  friends  and  brethren  of  the  Five  Confederate 
v-v-'  Nations  and  their  allies  ?  the  English  or  the  Fcanijch  f  Does  it 
1756.  require  any  time  to  consider  ?  does  it  require  any  argunient 
to  determine  ?  K  you  can  be  one  moment  in  doubt,  I  must 
tell  you,  you  will  not  act  like  the  children  of  those  brave 
and  honest  men,  whom  you  call  your  forefathers,  but  like 
Frenchmen  .in  the  shape  of  the  Five  Nations.     Are  you. 
indeed  our  Brethren?    Are  you    the  children  ,of   our 
ancient  friends  and  brothers  ?    Are  you  those  si^hems  and 
warriors  of  the  Five  Confederate  Nations,  whom  the  great 
king  of  England,  the  best  and  most  upright  prince  in  the 
world,  loves  and  honors  as  his  wise,  his  warlike  and  dutiful 
children?.*  *  *  Stand  by  your  Brethren  the  -Ew^fcA— don't 
break  your  covenant  chain  with  them ;  let  not  the  J'rench 
boastiiigs  or  lies  deceive,  you.     The  English  have  indeed 
been  long  asleep,  but  now  they  ar«  thoroughly  awake: 
they  are  slow  to  spill  blood,  but  when  they  begin,  they  arfe 
like  an  angry  wolf,  apd  the  French  will  fly  before  them  like 
deer."^  ,  . 

Afters  the  Indian  warriors  had  been  wrought  up  by 
these  stirring  appeals  to  the  highest  pitch  of  frenzy,  John- 
son informed  them  that  he  had  received  a  messi^ge  from 
'  the  Half  King,  stating  that  their  brethren  southward  had 
already  offered  their  services  to  Qeneral  Braddock.  This 
being  the  case,  continued  he,  will  you  allow  your  .southern 
*'  brethren  to  outstrip  you  in  zeal  an<J  bravery?  No,  rather 
set  them  an  example.  K  you  desire  to  treat  me  as  a 
brother,  gq  with  me. ,  "  My  war-kettle  is  on  the  fire,  my 
canoie  is  ready  to  put  in  the  wajb^r,  my  gu^  is  loaded,  my 
sword  by  my  side,  and  my  axe  is  sharpened.    By.  this  large 

^In  the  first  rou^h  manuscript  draught  of  this  speech,  in  Johnson's  own 
hand-writing,  now  before  me,  th^  reading  is  ** angry  bear,**  instted  of 
**  angry  tcolf"  as  it  is  written  in  the  speech  published  in  the  N^  JT.  CoL  Doe. 
The  expression  in  the  text,  howeTer,  is  the  m,ost  forcible.  The  wolf  fre- 
quently preys  on  the  deer;  the  bear,  rarely,  if  ever^-the  food  of  th£  bear, 
especially  in  the  northern  wilderness  of  New  York,  being  chiefly  berries 
•  >  and  youi)g  twigs.  Johnson  probably  altered  the  first  ezpresaion  in  ihA 
f^"}     lafet  draught.  ■ 

7-^  . 
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belt,- therefore, "-^at  ^he  same  time  handing  the  Sachem  chap. 
Abraham  a  war-belt — "  I  call  on  "you  to  raise  Hp  like  hon-s„.^ 
est  and"  brave  men,  and  join  yovir  bretJireiv  and  me  ag^nst  ^^^' 
our  common  enemy,  and  by  it,.Lc6nfirm  the  assurances  I 
have  given  yon.'*  •     • 

The  following  day,  the  speech  of  Gteneral  Braddock  was 
delivered  to  the  Indians  by  Johnson,  The  latter  threVf 
into  its  delivery  all  the  fire  and  energy  of  which  he  was 
master,  and  at  its  conalnsion  flung  down,  in  the  general's 
name,  the  war-belt.  It -was  immediately  picked  np  by  an 
Oheida  sachem,  and,  at  the  same  time,  Arent  Stevens,  the 
interpr^er,  began  the  war  dance^  in  the  chorus  of  which 
he  Was  joined  by  all  tte  sadhems  present.  A  large  tub 
of  punch  was*  thereupon  brought  forwnrd  for  tbeJndiana  to 
drinlcthe  king's  health,  and  the  council  broke  up  for  the 

day.*  ^  •  ''  •      , 

The  resuft  of  this  council  was  flattering.  ^  Althougk  of 
late,  the  activity  of  the  French  had  woti  over  several  chief 
warriors  of  the-  upper  castles,  atiion^  whom  was  Red  Head^ 
yet  their,  ininds  were  so  mollified  by  the  exertions  of-  John- 
*  son,  that  he  was  able  to  write  to  the  lords  of  trade  shortly 
after,  "that  there  were  very  few  aihongrt  the  tvhole  Oonw 
federacy,  who,  in  the  present  disputes  betweei^  the  French 
and  our  crown*,  do  not  sincerfely  wish  ns'  success,  and  are 
'disposed  to  assist  our  amis.^'  * 

.  As  soon  as  ihe  plans  of  the 'four  campaigns  had  byeen- 
definitely  arranged  at  .Alexandria,  Shirley  hastened,  to 
Boston  to  prepare  for  the  expedition  under  his  conpimand ; 
to  expedite  the  departure  of  the .  provinc^ials  who  were  to 
j(Mn  General  J.ohnson's  command ;  and  to  ui^e  forward  the 
tsoops  destined  for  Ji^Qva  Scotia,    He  was,  detained,  how- 


*i  ■ 


<i' 


I  The  efforts  ef  Jolmeon-wkb-  the  IndianB  upon  thie  occasibu  w^re  not 
eoafined  merely  to  hU  public  interriews.  He  labored  ineeieantly  with  them 
!a  priTftte ;  and  finally  pretailfd  npon  the  Six  Nations  to  send  a  nea^ge 
to  thoso'Of  ttkB  Onondagas  who  faa4  settled  at  La  Preseatation,  and  fJ«o  to 
the  Caughnawagaa,  urging  them  to  jenuun  at  leaat  neut|<al  in  th^  CipxiUng 
0traggle.-niyr.  F.  Col,  Doe.,  ri.  .         ^  '         *         »  ft . 
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CHAP4  ever,  a^few  days  in  New  York,  while  engaged  in  remoYing 
wv^  some  objections  which  De  Lancey  had  raised  to  the  form 
1766.  Qf  Johnson's  comrtdssi^n ;  and  also  in  Connecticut,  where 
he  tarried  to  hurry  forward  the  provincial  troops  fr^nx  that 
province.  Having  at  length  arrived  in  Boston,,  he  worked 
with'SOHinch  diligence  that , the  troops  for  S'qva  .Scotia, 
under  the .  command  of  Colonel  Wii^slow,  were  soon  on 
their  way;  jand  having  seen  them  fairly  started,  he  re- 
turned to  New  York,  and  sailed  for  Albany  on.  the  fourth 
of  July,-^hi8  own  regiment  having  preceded  him  by  a  few 
days.^ 

Lieutenant  Governor  De  Lancey  likewise  hastened  from 
Alexandria  to^New  York,  and  having  convened  his  legis- . 
lature,  informed  it  ki  a  shqrt  message,  on  the  twenty-third 
of  April,  that  General  Braddock  had  given  his  assent  to 
Governor  Shirley's  plan,  and  urged  it  to  aci  on  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  joint  committee.  The  assembly,  now  thorouglily 
aroused,  entered  with  alacritj'^  into  the  proposed  expedition. 
Bills  were  imn\ediately  passed  for  levying  and  supplying 
e^ht  hundred  men  to  act  under  General  Johnson,  m  erect- 
ixig  forts  near  Crown  Point,  and  for  impressing  ship  car- 
penters and  laborers  to  construct  boats  and  other  articles 
that  might  be  necessary  for  the  expedition.' 

On  the  twenty^seyenth,  in,atiother  message,,  the  .assem- 
bly were  informed  that  Connecticut  had  consented  to  fur- 
nish three  of  the  eight  companies  at  the  expense  of  New 
York,  aijd  that  a  Joan  of  a  sufficiefnt  numb^  .of  arms  to 
equip  thd  entire  eight  companies  had  been  requested  of 
Governor  IMnwiddie.  In  ease,  however,  .the  exeootive 
should  be  disappointed  in  obtaining  a  sufficient  quantity, 
it  was  suggested  that  provision  should  b^oiade  for  supply- 
ing the  deficiency.  Inasmuch,  also,  us  it  had  been  agreed 
at  Alexandria  that  presents  should  be  given  to  the  Indians, 
it  was  thought  tiiat  money  ^Thould  be  appropriated  for  that 
purpose,  and  likewise  for  the  expenses  of  Mqjor  General 
Johns(m,  suitable  to  his  rank.  The  assembly  responding 
•       I,  '  '  '  '  —  ' '  '      <> .. 

1  Mau.  Bis.  CoL,  tU.  .  . 
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pifomptly. to  these  BuggefftioTw,  agreed  to  give  fifty  pounds  chaJ'. 
as  they*  share  toward  thef  pay  of  the  workmen  employed  n-^ 
in  erecting  forts;  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  Indian ^^^* 
presents ;  and  fifty  pounds  to  Majoi;  General  Johnson 
for  his  table — at  Hie  same  time  granting  as  much  to  the 
colpnel  of  their  own  regiment.* ' 

'  While  the  lieutenant  goT^norfuid  thci  assembly  of  New 
York  were  thus  actively  engaged  in  preparing  to  meet 
their  share  of  the  expenses  of  the  coming  hostilitiesy  thei 
expedition  under  Colonel  Winslow,  for  the  capture 
of  the  two  French  forts  rft  Acadia,  had  already  sailed. 
At  the  head  of  the  .bay  of  FunSy  the  New  England  troops 
w^i*e  joined  by*  Colonel  Monckton  with  tiiree  hundred 
regulars,  and  a  small  triain  of  artillery;  and  the  forces 
now  increased  to  about  eighteen  buifdred  men,*  appealed 
orf  the  second*  of  June,  before  Beausejonr.  De  Verger, 
the  ofSlcer  In  (fommdnd  of  that  fort,  although  having  a 
plentiful  supply  of  ammunition  and  artillery,  yet»  with  a 
stringe  lack  of  energy,  took  no  pains  to  prevent  .the 
English  from  disehibarking.  A  day'  was  spent*by  the  pro- 
vincial troops  in  repose,  and  upon  thb  fourth  of  Jun^ 
they  invested  the  fort'  No  sally  or  even  a  respectal&l^ 
^fbns^  was  attempted,  and  upon  the  twelfth  the  garrison^ 
"  weakened  l^  fear,  discord  and  confusion^" -surrendered.^ 
The  garrison,  by  the  terms  of  the  surrender,  were  to  depart 
forthwith  for  Louisburg ;  and  three  hundred  of  the  Acar 
dians  who  were  found  aiding  in  the  deifense  of  the  fort, 
were  pardoned,  it  appearing  that  they  had  been  forced 
into  the  servlge  much  against  their  wilL  The  fort  was 
garrisoned  with  Snglish  soldiers,  and  its  name  changed  to 
Cumberland  in  honor  of  the  warlike  brother  of  George 
Second.   '  '  . 

Beausejour  having  bees'  reduced^  the  provincials  next 

directed  their  efforts  against  tiie  small  palisaded  fort  on  the    ' 

■     —  ■        ■■  ■  ■.■■»,      ■■,..■■, 

1  JournaA  of  the  assembly.    SmiUi. 
'Baneroft. 
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c^AP.  Gkspereau,  gartfsoned  by  only  twenty  men,  and  forced  its 
v-v— '  suTTcender  on  the  same  terms.  At  the  same  time  Captain 
^^^•Row  was  dispatched  with  four  vessels,  to  attack  the  French 
fort  on  the  riverSt.  John.  Before  he  arrived,  howev.^r, 
the  French  taking  alarm,  burned  the  fctrt.and  the  sur-.- 
rounding  dwellings  and  fled*,-  living « a  barren  victory  to 
the  conquerors.^ 

Had  the  British  and  the  Kew  England  commanders  stop* 
ped  at  this  point,  the  conquest  thus  achieved  would  have  pre- 
seMed  an  unsullied  record.  But  not  centent^with  ja  suc- 
cess* which  left  them  in  safe  and  in  uudispute;^  possession 
of  the  whole  of  Nova  Sootia,  they  ne?t  tunned  their  ajtten- 
fion  to  the  dislodgement  of  the  inhabitants  of  Acadia.  ' 

The<  Aeadiiane  were  a  ^imple^. harmless,  and .  pious  peo- 
ple,, leading  «a  pastoral  life  a^ong.  their  flocks  and  herds  ^ 
and  tilli^ig  tibe  soil,  which,  f^  more  .thaa  a  century  and  a 
half,  had  descended  from  £a.ther  to. son.  Theb  morala 
were  pore,  their  temper  cheerful,-  and  their  -religion  sin- 
cere. The  parish  prieat  was  the  sole  arbiter  of  .their 
disputes,  and  beyond  him  there  was  iio  i^peaL  Hi^py  in 
the  coBscionsness  o£  harboring-  no  ill-will  towards  their 
fellow  men,  they  lived  contentedly  in  their  little-cottages ; 
^id  while  the  husbands  and  brothers  went  forth  with  the 
^arly  morn  to  the  severer  labors  of  the  field,  the  wives  imd 
sisters  nimbly  plied  the  .shuttle,  or  trained  the  woodbine- 
and  the  honey-suckle  over  the  doors  of  their  peaceful 
homesi  Their  happiness  wa6  soon  to.be  rudely  shattered. 
The  fertile  fields  and  rich  meadoiys  of  tjie  Acadians, 
brought  into  the  highest  state  of  .cultivation  by  their  own 
industry,  had  long  been  coveted  for  the.  crown  by  the 
governor  of  Nova  Sootia;  n^d  regarding  this. as  a  favora- 
ble opportunity  for  securing  their -possession^  he  lost  no 
time  in  thus  representing  it  to  the  ministry.'  His  repre- 
sentations were  but  too  successful^  and  under  the  fliipsy 

ptetext,  that  to  allow  so  large  abody  of  French  to  reside 

»■  II.        1.^  '.  ..<  ,, 

^Bancroft. 

>  Littutenani  GyTernor  Lawrence  lo  the  lords  of  trade^Aug.  l^  17^ 


•■■■^ 
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.in  Acadia,  would  render  insecure  the  po8Qe88i6n  of  NovawiAP. 
Scotia,  it  was  determined  to  6end  adtift  the  entire  colony,  v-^ 
Accordingly  a  proclamation  was  issued  commanding  the  ^^^5« 
males  of  all  ages  to  assemble  at  their-  several  villages  on 
tie  fifth  of  .September^  Utterly  unpuepiciousj  in  the  sim- 
plicity of  their  hearts,  of  any  hostile  intent,  four  hundred 
and  eighteen  unarmed  men  assembled  at  Grand  Pr^  one 
of  the  places  designated.  As  soon  as  they  had  been  like 
a  floek  qf  sheep  huddled  together  in  the  chureh,  the  doors 
were  closed  and  secured,  and  it  was  told  them  by  Colonel 
Winslow,  that  all  their  lands,  houses  and  live  stock  were 
confiscated  to  the  crown,  and  that  they  were  to  be  removed 
immediately .  from  the  province.  They  were,  however, 
**  through  thegoodness  of  hismajesty,**-T-to  be  permitted 
to  take  with  them  their  money  and  as  much  of  their 
household  goods  as  would  not  encumber  the  vessels  in 
which  they  were  to  flail. 

It  was  a  sad  day,  when  for  ,the  last  time  the  Acadians 
looked  tipan  their,  homes  which  jfor  so  long  had  contaixied 
all  that  life  holds,  dear.  As  t^e  embarkation  was  in  pro- 
gress,  the  men,  as  they  marched  to  the  boats,,  were  greeted 
with  the  blessings  of .  the  women  and  children,  who 
kneeling,  joined  with  th^m  in*  "praying,  and  singipig 
hymns."  Although  Colonel  Winslow  was  a  humane  man, 
and  exercised  Us  much  kindness  as  was  consistent  with 
his  orders,  yet  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  New  England 
troops,  actuated  by  that  same  intolerance*  which  caused 
their  ancestor^  to  bum  qnt  the  tongues  of  Quakers,  enter- 
ed intd  thid:  horrid  work  with  alacrity.  Am  there  w^snot 
a  sufiicient  number  of  transports  to  carry  them  all  at  one 
time,  the  women*  and  children,  were  left  behind  until  they 
could  be  taken  oflP  in  other  vessels.  •*  The  embarkation 
of  the  inha\>itant8^  goes  on  but  slowly,''  -wrote  the  brutal 
Monckton ;  "  the  most  part  of  the  wives  of  the  men  we 
liiive  prisoners  are  gone  off  wiik  their  children, in  hopes  I 
would  not  send  off  their  hiisbands  without  them."  They 
were  indeed  bitterly'  deceived ;  and  as  the  last  anchor  ^v'as 


I 
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CHAP,  weighed,  and  the  white  sails,  filling  with  the, breeze,  bore 
L.^-/  their  loved  ones  froin  the  sight  ^£  those  that  were  left 
1766.  behind,  one  universal  wail  of  anguish  rose  up  to  heaven. 
Cruel  was  the-  fete  of  these  unfortunates;^    Full  seven 
thousand  of  theiA  were  distributed  throughout  the  colo- 
nies;    Borne  were  sent  to  Georgia,  and  South  Carolina,  and 
others  to  New  England^  where  scorning  to  receive  assist-* 
ance  fix)m  those  who  had  so  cruelly  wronged  them,  they 
died  in  obscurity    and  indigence.^     For    many  months 
afterward  the  provincial  newspapers  contained  advertise- 
ments ^f   hufifbands    seekifig'  their  wives,   lovers  ,  their 
betrothed,  and  brothers  their  sisters.     A  few,  after  weary 
months  of  wandering,  found  again  their  lost  ones ;  but  the 
majority  never  again  beheld  the  faces  of  those  whom-they 

love^. 

Thus  was  consummated  a  deed,  the  most  needless,  wanton 
and  fiendish,  that  it  has-  ever  been  the -lot  of  an  historiax^tc) 
record, — a  deed  which  has  left  upon  tfce  teign  of  George 
Second,  and  upon  ail  those  who  were  engaged  in  this 
expedition,  a  stain  so.  dark  and  damning,  as  needpd  not 
the  pen  of  one  of  our  most  loved  poets,  to.  render  its 
memoiy  lasting,  so  long  as  the  sanctity  of  the  family  tie 
dhali  remain  in  the  hearts  of  men.^ 

'  General  Braddoek  had  intended  to  have  advanced  against 
Fort  Duquesne  in  the  early  part  c^  spring.  Difficulties^ 
however,  in  procuring  a  suitable  pumber  of  wagons  and  a 
proper*  supply,  of  provisions,  retarded  his  moveiaents  so 
greatly,  that  he  was  uot  ready  to  start  until  June.  On  the 
tenth  of  ,thAt  -month,  with  Washington  as.  one  of  his  aids, 
he  left  Wills  creek  at  the  head  of  twenty-two  hundred  men. 
The  roughness  of  the  roads  and  the  impossibility  of  hasten* 
ing  fbrward  the  wagons,— .loaded  not  only  with  the  neces- 

^Grahame. 

*EngUsh  writers  have  Indeed- atttmpted  to  jnetify  thb  croaltj  on  the 
froutid  of  ** military  necessity;"  but  the-^mty,' which  each  one  eeem^  to 
ponalder  himself  under  to  explain  it  away  by  elaborate  reasoning,  is  only  a 
oonfession  of  the  ntter  needlesssess  and  inhumanity  of  t&e  aot. 
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sary  supplies,  but  witk  much  unneoessaty  baggage,  which  c*fAP. 
the  regular  officers  would  not  consent  to  leave  behind, —  wv-' 
rendered  the  progress  of  the  troops  slow  and  tiresome.  ^'^^• 
Under  these  circumstances,  Braddock,  ^  the  suggestion  of 
Washington,  pushed  ahead  with  twelve  hundred  picked 
men  lightly  equipped,  while   Colonel  Dunbar,  with  the 
remainder  of  the  troops  and  the  heavy  artillery,  followed 
in  slow  marches.     A.t  length  upon  the  eighth  of  July,  the 
fork  of  the  Monongahela  and  Youghiogheny  was  reached. 

The  ilext  day's  siin  was  just  appearing  above  ihe  eastern 
hills,  when  the  anoy/ having  forded  the  Monongahela, 
pursued  theii*  journey  along  the  southern  bank  of  that 
river.  Their  polished  helmets  and  rich  trappibgs^  glittering 
in  the  dewy  foliage  like  do  many  diamonds,  were  In  keeping 
with  the  cheer^lness  visible  upon  each  countenance,  while 
6  fresh  breeze,  which  had  jtist  sprung  up  infused  fiiew  life 
into  the  jaded  steeds,  who  champed  their  bits,  and  seemed 
scarcely  less  impatient  to  haBteh  forward  than  their  riders. 
At  noon  the  river  was  again^  forded,  and  the  troops  were 
upon  a  level  plain  whtch,  extending  for  half  a  mile,  termi- 
nated in  a  gradual  rise  of  ground  to,  the  Mils  beyorld.  The 
road  from  th(B  fording  place  to  Fort  Duquesne,  was  across 
this  plain  and  up  this  ascent. 

"  By  the  order  of  march;  a  body  of  three  hundred  men, 
under  Colonel  Gage,  made  the  advance  'party,  which  was 
immediately  followed  by 'another*  of  two  hundred.  Kext 
came' the  general  with  the  columns  of  artilleiy,  th^  main 
body  of  the  army  and  the  baggage.  At  one  o'clock  the 
whole  had  crossed  the  river,  and  almost  at  this  moment -a 
sharp  firing  was  heai^d  upon  the  advanced  parties,  who 
were  now  ascending  the  hill,  and  had  proceeded  about  a 
hundred  yards  from  the  termination  of  thiB  plwi.  A  heavy 
discharge  of  musketry  was  poured  in  upon  their  front, 
which  was  the  first  intelligence  they  had  of  the  proximity 
of  an  enemy,  and  this  was  suddenly  followed  by  another 
on  their  right  flank.  They  Were  ^lled  with  the  greatest 
consternation,  as  no  enemy  was  in  sight,  and  the  firing 


496  UIE  OF  BIB  WILLIAM  JDHKSON,  B:^BT. 

CHLVP.  seemed  to  proceed  from  an  invisible  foe.  They  fired  iii 
w,^— /  their  turn,  however,  but  quite  at  random  'and  obviously 
17^-  without  eflfect 

^'  The  general  hastened  forward,  to  the  relief  of  the 
advanced  parties ;  but,  before  he  eould  reach  the  spot 
which  they  occupied,  they  gave  way  and  fell  btfck  upon 
the  artUlery  and  the  other  columpQ  of  the  araay,  causing 
extreme  confusion,  and  striking  the  whole  mass  ynih  such 
a  panic,  that  no  order  could  afterwards  be  restoi«ed.  The 
general  and  the  officers  behaved  with  the  utmost  cour^^, 
and  used  every  efibrt  to  rally  the  men^^nd  bring  them,  to 
grder,  bujt  all  in  v^in.  lu  this  state  they  oontinued  nearly 
three  hours,  huddling  together  in  confused  bodies,  j^ing 
irregularly,, shooting  down  their  0^71  officers jand  nlen, 
.and  doing  jio  particular  harm  to  the  enemy.  The  Virginia 
provincials. were  the  only, troops  who  seemed  tp  retain  their 
senses,  and  they  behaved  with  a  bravery  and  a  resolution 
worthy  of  a  better,  fate.  They  adopted  the  Indian  mode, 
and  fought  each  man  for  himself  behind  a  tree.  This  was 
prohibited  by  .the .  geijeral,  who  endeavored  to  form  his 
men  into  platoons  ^nd  columns,  as  if  they  had  been 
manoeuvring  on  the  plains  .of  Flanders.  Meantime  the 
French  and  Indians,  concealed  in  the  ravines  and  behind 
trees,  kept  up  a  deadly  and  unceasing  discharge  of  mu^ 
ketry,  singling  out  their  objects,  taking  deUbejate  aim,  and 
producing  a  carnage  almost  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of 
modern  warfare.  More  th^n  half  of  the  whole  army  which 
had  crossed  the  river  in  so^roud  an  array  only  three  hours 
before,  were  killed, x>r  wounded.  The  general  himself 
received  ^  mortal  wound,  and  many  .of  his  best  officers  fell 
by  his.  side."  ^  ^  ^ 

Upon.the  fkll  of  .General®  raddoek.  Colonel  Washington 
assumed  the  comma;n<)9  ^nd  having  succeeded  in  rallying 
the  troops,  fell  tack  with  them  in  tolerable  order  upon 
Gist's  settlement,  wh^re  Colonel  Dunbar  was  encamped. 
Here  a  panic  again  seized  the  ti^oops,  and  h^tily  burning 

1  Washington's  journal,  ii,  469. 
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their  stores  and  destroying  their  artillery,  they  retreated  char. 
in  the  wildest  conftision  to  Will's  creek,  which  a  second  w,^— * 
time  received  an  army  broken  and  routed  by  the  French.  ^^^' 
The  English  left  on  the  field  dead  seven  hundred  and  four- 
teen privates,  while,  with  the  exception  of  Washington, 
not  an  officer  escaped  unhurt    The  French  remained  in 
possession  of  the  field,  and  vast  quantities  of  ammunition, 
together  with  six  brass  field  pieces,  four  howitz^carriages, 
and  eleven  small  grenade  mortars.^    Their  loss  in  killed 
was  -only  three  officers  and  thirty  men. 

Thus  terminated  this  expedition,  firom  which  so  much 
had  been  expected,  and  upon  the  result  oi  which  the  eyes 
of  both  continents  had  been  turned  in  anxious  solicitude. 
It  was  an  expedition  moreover  lost  through  sheer  folly. 
During  "the  march,  Washington  had  repeatedly  urged  his 
commander  to  accept  of  a  body  of  Indians  under  the  Half 
King,  who,  at  the  solicitation  of  Jphnson,  had  offered 
themselves  ta  serve  as  scouts,'  but  Braddock,  who,  though 
a  brave  man,  was  imperious  and*  self-willed,  at  llrst  refused ; 
and  though  he  finally  accepted  them,  y^they  were  treated 
with  su^h  neglect,  that  they  left  in  disgust.  Had  Wash- 
ington's advice  been  followed,  so  tax  even  as  to  have  sent 
in  advance  of  the  main  body  Jialf  a  dozen  Indiaiis,  tlie 
calamity  would  not  have  occurred. 

Well  would  it  have  been  for  the  colonists  of  Pei^nsyl- 
vaoia^  and  Virginia  had  the  effiaots  of  the  rout  ^ided  here. 
But  the  French,  when  they  unexpectedly  saw  that  this 
defeat  was  followed  by  the  retreat  of  the  remainder  of  the 
army^  found  themselves  at  liberty  to  resume  the  qffensive. 
The  prestige  of  British  troops  among  the  Indians  was 
gone,  and  taking  advantage  of  this,  the  French  prevailed 
on  several  of  the  Indian  nations  to  take  up  the  haitchet 
against  the  English — ^a  result  which  was  ac(K)mplished  the 
more  readily  from  the  faot  that  the  IndiaQs  still  conudered 


■♦^ 


1  An  account  of  'the  battlo  of  tho  Monoiigm&ols.^— Pom  Doe.,  z,  S08. 
*  Manusoripi  letter :  Johnioii  to  Q«neYal  Croshan^  ApvU  2Sd,  1755. 
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CHAP,  themselves  aggrieved  "by  the  sale  of  their  lands  by  the  Six 
w^,-/  Nations  two  years  before  at  Albany.  Although  a  part  of 
1765.  the  .Shawnees  were  always  perfidious  and  had  declared  for 
the  French  in  the  previous  war,  yet  the  majority  of  that 
nation,  together  with  the  Delawares,  had  always  been 
depended  on  by  the  government  of  Pennsylvania^  to  pre- 
serve the  western  tribes  in  its  interest,  or  at  le^t  to  prevail 
on  them  to  remain  neutraL  Now, .  however,  those  two 
nations,  having  declared  war  against  the'  English  with 
great  solemnity,  took  up  the  hatchetAvith  alacrity,  and  fell 
witb  great  fury  upon  the  settlements,  cai^rying  on  a  nu)st 
sanguinary  and  cruel  war,  and  burning  and  laying  waste 
all  before  them  from  bfeyond  the  Apalachiati  hills  in  Vir- 
ginia 16  the  river  Delaware.^- '  From  the  fact,  that  the 
Indian  towns  were  scattered  along  both  banks  of  the  Ohio, 
and  Delaware,  and  on  both  branches  of  the  Susquehanna^ 
the  Indians  were  capable  of  d^ing  much  mischief  ^  and 
the  terror  of  the  inhabitants  became  so  great,  that  it  wa^ 
feared^  that  following  the  Blue  Eidge  in  tlieir  desolating 
course,  they  would  fall  upon  the  provinces  of  New  Jersey 
and  New  York* 

The  Susquehanna  and  the  Catawba  tribes  remained  faith- 
fiil.  Rumors,  however,  becoming  prevalent  that  the 
French  were  tampering  with  the  Southern  Indians,  and  a 
message  being  received  to  that  effect  from  the  chief  warricJr 
of  the  Ch^rokees,  Qovembr  Glen  held  a  cotmcil  among 
the' hills- of  western  Carolina,  with  five  hundred^  wurriors 
of  that  nation,  with  whom  he  renewed  ttie  covenant  chaiii, 
and  obtained  from  them  a  gmnt  of  lands,  and  aka  per- 
jnis8i6ri  to  erect  a  fort  on  the  banks  of  the  Savannah  river.* 

An  evil  star  hung  -over  the  expedition  against  Niagara 

frbija*'  its  viery  inception.    It  was  to  have  started  early  in 

pi-        'ill  — "'1         "  "■'         J 

^  Manuficript  Utiet :  GoTomor  Morris  of  Penn^^lYAnia  to  Governor  Shir- 
ley,  3d  December,  1755.  / 
<  Matiu9«ript  ietter :  Governor  Morris  to  Goyen^or  Sbirlej. 
*  Fort  Prinze  Geqrge..                            •       .  . 
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the  Spring,  but  the  tronops,  who  were  to  take  p^rt  in.  it,  chap. 
composed  of  Shirley's,  Pcppereirs'and  Colonel  Schuyler's  w.^-^ 
regiments,  did  uot-arriye  in  Albany. till  early  in  July.    Just  ^^^ 
as  fihirley  and  Pepperell,   with"  their  regiments,   were 
embarking  at  Schenectady  for  Oswego— ^Colonel  Schuyler's 
regiment  having  preceded  them  by  a  few  days — the  news 
of  Braddock's  defeat  reached  Albany,     The  effect  of -this 
intelligence  was  disastrous  in  the  extreme.     Such  was  the 
terror  excited  by  it,  that  many  of  the  troops  deserted,  and 
so  great  a  number  of  the  bateau  men  went  home,  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  necessary  stores  had  to  be  left  behind, 
while  over  the  spirits  of  All  wa»  cast  a  deep  gloom.     This 
cai^ied  more  delay,  and  it  was  not  until  the  latter  part  of 
July  that  General  Shirley  was  fairly  on  the  way  to  Oew^o, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  twenty-first  of  August. 

At  the  council  held  at  Alexandria  in  the  spring,  it  had 
been  determined  that  Oswego  should  be  reinforced,  and 
that  vessels  should  also  be  built  to  intercept  more  readily 
the  bateaux  of  the  French.  Accordingly,  upon  the  seventh 
of  June,  three  hundred  and  twenty  ship  carpenters  arrived 
at  that  post;  and  at  the  same  time  Captain  Bradstreet 
marched  thither  with  two  companies  to  reinforce  the  garri- 
son.  Meanwhile  the  carpenters  worked  so  expeditiously, 
that  when  General  Shiriey  arrived,  he  found  several  good 
vessels  already  built  and  ready  for  the  transportation  of 
his  troops  to  Niagara,  More  boats,  however,  had  to  be 
built,  aijd  weeks  passed  before  a  sufficient  number  for 
transporting  six  hundred  men — all  that  Shirley  proposed 
to  take  with  hiln— could  be  completed.  Scarcely  were 
they  finished,  when  a  storm  set  in-so  severe  as  to  render  U 
unsafe  for  the  troops  to  venture  on  the  l^e  in  open  boats. 
The  storm  abated  upon  the  twenty-sixth  of  September,  but 
hardly  had  the  orders  been  given  for  their  embarkation, 
when  a  succession  of  head  winds  and  tempests  arose,  which 
continued  for  thirteen  days.  Sickness  now  prevailed;  the 
Indians  dreading  a  voyage  on  the  water,  deserted;  and 
the  season  was  far  advanced,    XJnder  th^se  circumstancei^ 


600 


LITE  OF  Snt  WILUAM  JOHNSON,  BAltT. 


CHAP,  a  cottncil  of  war  was  held,  at  which  it  was  the  opinidn  of 
w^all,  that  it  would  be  more  prudent  to  defer  the  expedition 
^^^-  until  another  year.  Accordingly  on  the  twenly-fourtii  of 
October,  General  Shirley,  leaving  Colonel  Mercer  in  com- 
mand of  a  garrison  of  seven  hundred  men,  with  instructions 
to  erect  two  new  forts  for  the  farther  securitjr  of  the  place, 
-returned  to  Albany  with  the  residue  of  hi6  army. 

Two  of  the  expeditions  so  confidently  planned  at  Alexan* 
dria,  had  thus  signally  foiled^  The  hopes  of  all  the 
colonists  were  now  centered,  in  fearful  suspense,  upon  the 
result  of  the  expedition  under  M^or  Qeneral  Johnson. 
Crown  Point  had  been  strongly  reinforced.  Dieskau,  with 
the  flower  of  the  French  army,  was  watching  with  ^agle 
eyb  his  movements.    Should  Johnson  fail  ail  hope  is  loet 


CHAPTER  XVI. 
1765. 
By  the  end  of  June,  all  the  forces  destined  ibr  the  chap. 

\  ZVL 

reduction  of  Crown  Point  h^  assembled  at  Albany.  They  s-,^^ 
were  composed  chiefly  of  provincial  militia  from  tlie  colo- 1766. 
nies  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  New  York  had 
contributed  one  regiment  to  the  expedition,  aud  New 
Hampshire  had  raised  for  tiie  same  pbject,  five  hundred 
sturdy  mouataineers,  and  had  placed  them  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Joshua  Blanchard.^  The  latter  was  first 
sent  by  Governor  "Wentworth  to  the  Connecticut  river  to 
erect  a  fort  at  Cohoes,  under  the  impression  that  it  was  on 
his  route  tp  Crown  Point,  While  on  the  way,  however, 
advices  being  teceived  ifrom  Governor  Shirley,  urging  hiili 
to  hai^ten  to  Albany^  he  marched  forthwith  for  that  city, 
where  he  arrived  with  his  men,  after  a  tiresome  march 
through  the  woods  by  way  of  Number  Four,  in  time  to 
join  the  rest  of  the  troops. ' 

In  the  beginning  of  August^  General  Lyman  was  sent 
forward  with  the  greater  part  of  the  troops,  to  erect  a  fort 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  Hudson  river,  at  the  great  carry^g* 
place  between  that  river  and  Lake  George,  and  which  after^ 
ward  received  from  General  Johnson  the  name  of  Fort 
Edward.*  It  was  the  intention  of  Johnson  to  have  gone 
on  at  the  same  time,  and  he  would  have  done  so,  had  he 
not  been  detained  by  the  leaky  condition  of  the  bateaux, 
and  also  by  difficulties  which  arose  at  this  time  between 

himself  and  Qt)vernor  Shirley.    The  author  of  A  LeUer 

.^ . I     «  ■  ■       »«    ■  II .      I. 

1  John  SUrk,  th«  hero  of  BenniDgioA,  waft,  at  this  time,  one  of  Elandh^'s 
lieutenanik* 
*  Manusoript  letter :  Govemer  Wentworth  to  Johnson.    See  ako,  Belknap. 
'The  fort  was  first  named  Fort  Lyman  after  Uie  builder. 
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CHAP,  to  a  Nobleman  has  seen  fit  to  misrepresent  so  greatly  the 
w^^  origin  of  this  difficulty,  and  the  conduct  of  General  John- 
^^^^'  son  in  this  affair,  that  it  is  but  just  that  the  reader  should 
have  the  benefit  of  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  the 
general  upon  this  subject  to  the  board  of  trade.  The  letter 
is  written  from  the  camp  at  Lake  George  shortly  after  his 
arrival : 

"  Governor  Shirley,  soon  after  his  arrival  at  Albany,  on 
his  way  to' Oswego,  grew  dissatisfied  With  my  proceedings, 
and  employed  one  Lydius,  of  that  place— a  man  whom  he 
knew,  and  I  told  him  was  extremely  obnoxious  to  me, 
and  the  very  man  whom  the  Indians  had  in* their  pul^lic 
meetings  so  warmly  complained  of,  to  oppose  my  interest 
and  management  with  them.  Under  this  man  several  others 
were  employed.  These  persons  went  to  the  Indian  castles, 
and  by  bribes,  keeping  them  conlstantly  feasting  and  drunk ; 
calumniating  my  character ;  depreciating  my  commission, 
authority  and  management;  in  short,  by  the  most  licen- 
tious and  abandoned  proceedings,  raised  such  a  confusi6n 
amongst  the  Indians,  partJcularly  the  two  Mohawk  castles, 
that  their  sachems  were  under  the  utmost  consternation ; 
lent  deputies  down  to  me  to  know  what  was  th^e  occasion 
of  all  these  surprising  proceedings ;  thdt  I  had  told  them 
I  was  appointed  sole  superintendent  of  their  affairs,  which 
had  ^ven  Ian  universal  satisfection  through  all  their  nations, 
but  that  now  every  fellbw  pretended  to  be  vested  with 
commissions  and  authority.  I  sent  sfeveral  messages  and 
the  i^iterpreters  up  to  quiet  their  minds,  for  my  military 
department  would  not  suffer  me  to  leave  Albany,  as  I  was 
about  marching  with  the  troops  iinder  my  command,  or  I 
would  have  gone  up  and  should  have  soon  arrested  all 
these  violent  measures. 

'*  I  «hall  only  say,  in  general,  that  a  complication  of  more 
scurrilous  falsehoods;  more  base  and  insolent  behavior; 
more  base  and  destructive  measures  to  overset  that  plan  of 
general  harmony,  which  I  had  with  infinite  pains,  and  at 
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a  gi*eat  expense  to  the  public,  so  lately  established,  could  chap. 
not  have  taken  place,  than  did  in  the  conduct  of  these  v-^.-/ 
agents  of  Governor  Shirley.    I  spoke  of  it  to  QovemoT  ^'^^• 
Shiriey ;  I  wrote  to  him  of  it,  but  without  success.     They 
pleaded  his  authority  for  all  they  did,  and  said  they  had 
his  commission  ;  and  I  can't  but  presume  that  it  must  have 
been  done  with  hisknowledge  and  consent,  in  which  I  am 
confirmed  in  Ms  lett^  to  me.  *  *  * 

"  The  reasons,  or  the  pretended  reasons  which  Governor 
Shirley  gives  for  opposing  my  Indian  management  and 
employing  these  persons  is,  that  I  would  not  get  him  some 
Indian^  to  escort  him  from  Scheii^ctady  to  Oswego.  I 
had  indeed  mentioned  it  to  some  of  the  sachems,  who  told 
me  that'  as  his  way*  to  Oswego  lay  through  their  sever-al 
countries,«-^and  Oswego  itself  is  /in  the  Senecas  country — 
they  could  not  conceive  there  was  any  occasion  for  their 
escorting  him,  and  that  when  he  came  to  O&wego  there 
was  no  fear  but  that  many  of  the  Six  Nations ,  would, 
according  to  my  desire,  meet  him  there  and  assist  him. 
Numbers  of  the  troops  had  gone  up  without  «ny  molesta- 
tion ;  not  the  least  interruption  had  been  given  to  any  one, 
the  traders  to  Oswego  daily  going  and  returning  with  single 
bateaux.  Those  whoare  acquainted  with  Indian  affairi^  well 
know  that  it  would  have  been  the  worst  of  policy  for  the 
French  at  that  time  to  violate  the  tranquillity  qf  the  country 
of  the  Six  Nations.  It  is  true,  some  small  parties  of  enemy 
Indians  had  been  discovered  between  Sphenectady  and  i4y 
house,  but  they  are'  looked  upon  as  a  set  of  freebooters, 
and  Governor  Shirley's  body  gftard  would  hav^e  been  a  full 
security  to  him  against  any  such.  Even  his  premier 
Lydius,.  when  I  talked  to  him  on  this  head,  told  me  he  saw 
no  want  of  Indians  to  escort  Aim,  and  that  he  wouJ4  endeavor 
to  dissuade  him  from  it. 

"  It  is  with  reluctance  that  I  trouble  your  lord^ips  with 
these  matters,  but  as  I  have  been  honored  with  a  station  gf 
great  importance,  and  entrusted  with  money  belojnging 
to  the  crown,  it  behooves  me  on  iny  account,  not  tb  be 
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CH^.  wholly  silent ;  and  I  have  said  as  little  as  I  possibly  could 
v-^^  to  give  ^ur  lordships  some  idek  of  affairs,  fox  which  I 
1755.  apprehend  myself  accountable  to  your  board. 

"  Governor  Shirley's  conduct  not  oply  shook  the  system 
of  Indian  affiiirs,  and  gave  me  fresh  anxieties  and  perplex- 
ities, but  occasioned  considerable  and  additional  expenses, 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  iiaved  ;  the  profuse  offers 
which  his  agents  made  to  the  Indians  in  ord^r  to  debauch 
them  fix>m  joining  me^  though  it  did  not  succeed  with  but 
a  very  few,  yet  gave  to  all  such  self-importance,  that  when 
I  urged  to  any  of  them  who  mjule  demands  upon  me,  the 
unreasonableness  of  them,  they  reproached  me  that  they 
had  refused  Governor  Shirley's  great  offers,  firom  whom  they 
would  have  had.  any  thing  they  wanted.  .Under  these  cir- 
cumstances and  the  account  coming  out  at  that  time  of 
our  unhappy  defeat  on  the  Ohio,  I  was  foreed  to  niake 
compliance,  which  otherwise  they  would  not  h^ve  expected 
nor  I  submitted  to.*' 

The  truth  is  that  Governor  Shirley,  who  was  an  exceed- 
ingly consequential  man,  was  piqued  at  jthe  seeming  neglect 
shown  to  his  position.  .He  had  expected  to*find  Johnson, 
like  Lydius,  a  ready  tool  in  hia  handa,  a&d  to  be  escorted 
through  the  Indian  country,  with  all  tho  ceremony  of  iui 
Eastern  prince.  In  this,  Johnson,  who  had  no  time  to 
give  to  anything  that  was  not  absolutely  essential  to  ^ 
success  of  the  €)q)edition,could  notfiirther  him,  andhonce 
Shirley's  dissatisfaction.  But  even  if  Mb.  Shirley  did 
think  that  Johnson  was  not  acting  with  Judgment,  his 
proper  course  would  have  been  to  lodge  his  complaints — if 
any  he  had — before  the  lords  of  trade,  and  not,  for  the 
sake  of  gratifying  his  animosity,  to  descend  to  these  means. 
TThey  oould  do  no  good ;  and  to  toy  the  least,  it  waa  very 
ill-judged  at  this  time, — ^when  the  utmost  unaninoajty  was 
Necessary  to  further  the  expedition^  ithen  on  the  very  eve 
iaf  embarking, — ^to  do  anything  wluch  would  create  j.ei^- 
lousies  and  dissensions  amoYig  the  Indians. 

The  character*  of  Governor  Shirley,  which  Mr.  Bancroft 
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very  justly  deBcribes  as  artful,  fovors  the  representation  of  <aw- 
this  transaction  as  given  by  Johnson.  The  Six  Nations,  *— v— ' 
moreover,  required  pecuUar.  management,  which  Johnson,  l^W. 
after  years  of  study  and  observation,  alone  was  qualified  to 
undertake.  If  he,  likewise,  was  to  hiive  the  entire  control 
of  the  Indians  and  Was  alone  responsible  to  the  crown,  it 
was  natural,  as  well  as  perfectly  right  and  just,  that  he 
should  resent  any  interference,,  especially  by  one  who^ 
residing  in  IS^w  England,  could  not  properly  appreciate 
the  exigencies  which  were  continually  arising  among, the 
Indians  in  the  province  of  Kew  York.  The  remarks  of 
the  author  of  a  Jjeiier  io  a  Nobleman  are  as  unjust  to 
General  Johnson,  as  his  eulogy  of  Governor  Shirley  ifk 
gross  and  fulsome.  General  Johnson  very  properly, 
therefore,  tells  flie  ministry,  in  the  letter  which  we  have 
quoted,  that  ihe  management  of  Indian  affidrs  .had  not 
been  sought  by  him ;  itnd  that  if  he  continued  in  it^  he 
must  be  allow^ed.  to  have  it  under  his  own  control,  untrailk- 
meled  by  the  interference  of  the  Massachueetts  governor* 

Before  the  general  could  join  his  army  the  dissensions 
sown  amon^  the  Indians  by  Lydius  must  be  heal^.  This 
caused  a  delay  of  several  days;  and  even  then,  just  as  he 
had  arranged  everything,  its  he  supposed«  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Indians,  a  deputation  came  to  him  on  the  eve  of  hig 
departure,  reAising  to  proceed  with  him  farther,  until  mat- 
ters had  been  explained  to  them  more  clearly*^ 

These  difficulties  having  been  finally  adjusted,  tiie  gen* 
eral  upon  the  eighth  of  August,  set  out  fi*om  Albany  with 
the  stores  and  artillery,  and^— witiii  the  exception  of  the  New 
York  acN  Rhode  Island  nxUitia,  which  were  still  behind — 
with  the  rest  of  the  troops.  He  was  also  accompanied  by  ^ 
King  Hendrik  with  fifty  Mohawk  warriors,  and  also  by 
Joseph  Brant,  then  a  mere  lad  of  thirteen  years.  *  Upon 
his  arrival  at  the  great  carrying  place,  on  the  fourteenth,  he 
was  joined  by  two  hundred  more  braves,  thus  increasing 

^  Manuscript  letter :  Johnson  to  De  Lanoey,  8th  Angnst,  17&6. 
'  Chrittian  RegitUr. 
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OTAF.  the  number  of  his  Indian  alUes  to  about  two  hundred  and 

1766.  rpjjQ  general  found  the  New  England  troops  burniug  with 
ardor  and  impatient  of  delay.  The  news  of  Braddock's 
defeat  far  from  disheartenifig,  only  ilnade  them  more  desirous 
to  be  led  against  Crown  Point.  To  them  this  expedition 
was  for  the  defense  of  their  firesides.  "  I  endeavor  to 
keep  myself  calm  and  quiet  under  our  slow  progress,  and 
to  wait  Qod'a  timQ,"  wrote  one  of  the  provincials  at  this 
^  lime,  to  his  wife  in  Massachusetts.^  But  to  them  the 
advance  was  slow.  General  Lyman  felt  equally  restive 
under  the  delay.  So  much  so,  indeed,  that  before  John- 
son's arrival,  he  *had  set  thre^  hundred  of  his  men  to  work 
cutting  a  road  to  Fbtt  Ano,  supposing  that  the  army  would 
proceed  against  Cl'own  Point  by  wdy  of  Wood  creek  and 
Lake  Champlain. '  Johnson,  however,  in  view  of  a  council 
of  war,  which  he  proposed  to  call  for  the  purpose  of 
deciding  upon  the  best  route,  countermanded  the  order, 
"^  and  sent  out  a  scouting  party  of  forty  soldiers  and  three 
Lidians  to'  reconnoitre  the  whole  country  in  that  vicinity.  * 
The  scouts^  having  returned,  a  council  was  called  on  the 
twenty-second,  in  which  the  officers,  upon  hearing  their 
report,  u6aninlously  gave  it  as  theif  opinion,  "  that  the 
road  to  Lak^  St.  Sacrament  appeared  to  them  the  most 
eligible,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  immediately  set  about.*' 
It  was  also  determined  to  send  forward  two  thousand  m^n 
to  cut  a  road  through  the  woods  to  the  head  of  the  lake, 
and  erect  suitable  buildings  in  which  to  store  anne  and 
other  munitions  of  war  wTien  they  should  arrive. 

Leaving  General  Lyman  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  rest 
of  the  troops,  and  the  New  Hampshire  men  to  complete 
and  garrison  the  fbrt,  Johnson  set  out  on  the  twenty-sixth^ 

^MaBuscript  letters  Thomas  Witliama  to  his  wife.  Tiiomas  WUliams, 
irlio  accompanieci  this  expedition  as  a  surgeon,  wa^  a  brother  to  Colonel 
Ephrum  WiUi&ms,  and  the  same  one  who  was  dispatched  freiA  Fort  Mas- 
sachusetts to  JUbanj  for  supplies,  when  that  post  was  attacked  by  De  Vau- 
dreuil. 

*  lianuscripi  letter :  Thomas  Williams  to  his  wife. 
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with  thirty-four  hundred  uxmy  for  the  lake-r-a  distance  of  ^^• 
fourteen  and  a  half  miles-breaching  it  at  dusk  of  the'-'v^ 
twenty-eighth.  The  position  which  he  selected  for  his 
camp  was  a  strong  one,  being  protected  on  the  rear  by  the 
lake,  and  on  both  flanks  by  a  thickly  wooded  swamp*  Hia 
first  act  on  his  arrival  was  to  change  the  name  of  the  lake 
from  St.  Sacrament  to  Lake  George,  '^  not  only/'  as  he 
loyally  writes,  '^  in  honor  of  his  majesty,  but  to  ascertain 
his  undoubted  dominion  here. '  *  ^  Although  for  many  years 
previously  this  lake  had  been  used  as  a  means  of  commu- 
nication both  for  watiike  and  commercial  purposes  between 
Canada  and  Albany^  y^t  Johnson  found  a  .primeval  forest, 
where  "n6  house  was  ever  before  buijt,  nor  a  spot  of  lan.d 
cleared.'*  The  soldiers  were  in^mediately  set  to  work 
clearing  a  place  for  a  camp  of  five  thousand  men,  and  pro** 
viding  shelter  for  the  military  stores.  Meanwhile  General 
•Lyman,  having  left  at  the  carrying  place  two  hun^.edand 
fifty  New  England  troops,,  and  five  companies  from  New 
York  which  had  finally  arrived,  joined  the  camp  at  Lake  - 
George  on  the  third  of  September,  bringing  with  him  all 
the  heavy  artillery. 

t  9 

All  now  was  activity  in  the  provincial  camp.  Wagons 
laden  with  munitions  of  war,  came  and  went  across,  the 

^  Manusovipt  letter :  Jehason  to  -  De  Laaoey .    Also  Johnson  to  the  lordf 

of  trade. 

The  ancient  Iroquois  nane  of  this  lake  is  Andiataroete — "  there  the  laXe 
shuts  itself."  The  French  missionarj,  Father  /ognes,  named  it  8t.  8ucn^ 
ment ;  Hot,  ks  some  suppose— Mr.  Coojier  among  them-^^-on  aoeount  of  the 
purity  of  ite  waters,  but  beoanse  he  arrived  at  the  lake  upon  the  eve  of  the 
festival  day  of  that  nan^e.^  The  early  Bomatn  Catholic  discoTerers,  says 
the  Rey.  Mr.  Yan  Rensselaer^  <*  frequently  connect  the  discovery  of  places 
with  the  festival  name,  on  the  calendar.''  Mr.  Cooper,  in  his  Latt  of  tke 
Mohicant  saggtBtB  the  name  ef  Horicon,  for  this  lake.  This,  though  quite 
poetical,  is  merely  fanciful,  as  indeed  he  claims,  and  has  not  the  merit  of 
historical  truth. 

'  1 "  Dfl  arriwrant,  la  veille  da  8.  Saonunent,  an  boot  da  lao  qai  mt  joint  an  grand  lee  de 
Cbamplata.  Lot  Iro^aolt  le  nomment  Andlataroot«^  oomme  qal  dlaoU  ImomUUum  J^nm» 
Le  Pere  le  nomma  le  Uo  da  8.  SaorameaU"— iZcte^<oiu,  1645-46. 
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fl|^  portage.    ThB  wild  flowers  of  the  forest  bent  beneath  the 
sm^^TtAe  tread  of  armed  men.    The  noise  of  a  haAdr^d  ham- 
^  ^^^  mffrn  echoed  tkrotigb  the  mountain  fisistnesses ;  and  keel 
^^        ifler  keel  but  iJie  GryBtal  watere  of  the  lake.    By  day,  the 
>         IVeneh  ifnontitain  frowned  defiantly- at  those  by  whom 
^ :  '      it|  repose  liad  first  been  broken ;  and  at  night,  the  panther, 
f  '■*    "   ftom  the  neighboring  thidtet,  looked  forth  upon  the  stal- 
er      #»rt  fbraiB  reclining  by  the  watch  fires.     "  Prayers,'*  wrote 
r    .     .    Jobnscm,  "  have  a  good  effect^  especially  among  tiie  Kew 
•:  m'    :  Bngland  men^"  and  on  the  aabbath,  while  the  Indians 
"  w^re  reclining  at  a  distance  nnder  the  forest  -  shade,  or 
skimming  the  waters  in  their  birchen  caiioes,   the  New 
$!ngland  troops  had  gathered  around  the  man  of  6od,^  to 
^^y  listen  to  his  words' of  comfort,  and  to  unite  with  him  in 
tappli<attic(n  at  the  throne  of  the  most 'High. 

Johnson  htid  expected  to  be  joined  at  the  lake  by  many 
imore  warriors  of  the  B\x  Nations.  In  this  he  was  disap- 
^'*y.  ^  pointed.  A  few  braves,  it  is  true,  dropped  in  at  the  camp, 
;-  y-  .  ^  but  by  no  means  in  the  numbers  which  the.  Indians  had 
tiseured  hiiji  would  come.  The  old  Sachem  Hendrik  was 
mortified  at  the  paucity  of  the  number,  and  availed  him- 
self of  a  council,  held  on  the  fourth,  to  explain  to  Johnson 
atnd  his  ofllcers  why  so  few  warriors  had  ^ined  tlieir 
BtandalHl : 

"Sometime  ago," said  he,  "we  af  the  two  Mohawk 
(Castles,  were  greatly  alarmed  and  much  concerned,  and  we 
take  this  opportunity  of  speaking  our  minds  in  the  presence 
of  mwiy  gentlemen  concerning  our  brother.  Governor 
iShirley,  who  is  gone  to  .Oswego ; — he  told  us  that,  theugk 
We  thought  you,  our  brother  Warraghiyaghey,  had  the. sole 
management  of  Indian  aftairs,  yet  that  he  was  over  all ; 
that  he  could  pull  down  and  set  up.  He  farther  told  us 
that  he  had  always  been  this  great  man,  and  that  you,  our 
brother,  was  but  an  upstart  of  yesterday.  These  kind  of 
discourses  from  him  caused  a  great  uneasiness  and  con- 

^  Bey.  Stephen  Williams,  of  LoDgm64clow,  Mass.,  ehaplun  of  WUUams's 
regiment. 


* 

.  ^ 


LIFS  OF  8ZB  WILLIAM  JOHITSOV,  BABT.  5(Mlf 

fusion  amongst  us,  and  he  confirmed  these  things  by  a  large  ^5^. 
belt  of  wampum.  ^»v-<^ 

''  I  Just  now  said,  these  matters  made  our  hearts  ache  ^^^ 
and  cauBed  a  great  deal  of  confusion  in  our  castles. 
Governor  Shirley  further  told  us :  '  you  think  your  broths 
Warraghiyaghey  has  his  commission  for  managing  your 
ajBSftirs  from  the  king  our  father — ^but  you  are  mistaken — 
he  has  his  commission  and  all  the  moneys  for  carrying  on 
your  affairs  from  me,  and  when  I  please  I  can  take  all  hit 
powers  from  him ;  it  was  I  gave  him  all  the  presenta  and  * 
goods  to  fit  out  the  Indians  with/ 

"  He  further  told  us  when  he  came  to  our  fort ;  *  Thia 
is  my  fort ;  it  was  built  by  my  order  and  direction ;  I  am 
ruler  and  master  here,  and  now  ^brethren,  I  desire  twenty     / 
of  your  young  warriors  from  this  castle  to  join  me  as  your 
brother  Warraghiyaghey  promised  me  you  would  do,  and 
be  ready  at  a. whistle.    Brethren,  you  may  see  I  have  the 
chief  command ;  here  is  money  for. you,  my  pockets  ^^e    -'■  ' 
full;  you  shan't  want;  besid^  I  have  goods  and  am^s  reftdy    ;     \ 
for  all  that  will  go  with  me.'    He  said,  a  great  d^al  mqgfe 
of  the  like  kind,  which  time  will  not  permit  us  to  repeat  %t 
present 

^^  He  was  two  days  pressing  and  working  upon  my  brother 
Abraham  to  go  with  him  as  administer  fi)r  the  IncUans — ^be 
said  to  him;  •  Warraghiyaghey  gives  you  no  wages,  why 
should  you  go  to  Crown  Point,  you*  can  do  nothing  there; 
but  with  me  there  will  be  something  to  do  worth  while/ 
These  speeches  made  us  quite  ashamed,  and  tlie  SixK^tionflf 
hung  down  their  heads  and  would  make  no  answer, 

^^But  brother,  notwithstanding  all  these  temptations  and 
speeches,  we  that  are  come  and  lK)Where,  were  determined 
to  remain  Bteadfast  to'you,  and  had  it  not  been  for  Governor 
Shirley's  money  and  speeches,  you  would  have  seen  all 
the  Six  19'atxons  here. 

"  Brother,  we  have  taken  this  opportunity  to  give  you 
.this  relation,  that  the  gentlemen  here  present  may  know 
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CTi^.  and  testify  what  we  have  said,  and  hear  the  reasons  Why 

s-v-/no  more  Indians  have  joined  this  army/*  * 

1766.  Thus  closed  the  last  formal  speech  that  the  great  Mohawk 
-chieftain  lived  to  make.  True  as  tempered  steel  to  the 
interests  of  the  English,  his  last  moments  were  in  harmony 
with  those  of  his  life-r-spent  in  keeping  the  Six  Nations 
steadfast  to  their  ancient  allianoe.  Although  he  was  a 
rude  brave  of  the  forest,  yet  his  noble  appreciation  of  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  welfare,  the  morepolished  governor 
of  Massachusetts  might  well  have  imitated. 

General  Johnson's  plan  of  operations  was  to  build  a  fort 
at  the  head  of  the  lake^  and  to  remain  there  until  a  suffi- 
cient  number  of  bateaux  could  be  constructed  in  which 
to  transport  his  stores  and  artillery.  As  soon,  as  these 
were  in  readiness,  h)e  diBsigned  to  proceed  down  the  lake^ 
with  aH  his  available  forces;  to  Ticonderoga,  and  fhere 
remain  until,  tetrengthened  by  sufficient  reinforcements,  he 
could  successfiilly  attack  Crown  Point.  Ticonderogahad 
long  been  considered  by  military  men  as  a  "  very  danger- 
ous and  important  pass  ;*'  and  it  was  his  design  to  con- 
struct on  that  promontory  a  fort  which  wt)uld  command 
the  only  two  water  passes  to  the  lower  settlements.  This 
movement  was  therefore  well  planned ;  for  if  it  should  not 
be  deemed  advisable  to-  attack  Grown  Point,  the  Pr-ench 
could  at  least  be  prevented  from  passing  down  either  of 
the  lakes.  The  general  wa^^also  the  more  anxious  to  pro- 
ceed, from  intelligence  received  through  scouts,  that  a 
small  party  of  French  had  alreadji  occupied  this  import- 

I AU  Uiese  statements  of  Sbirligr>  it*  is  pelrhaps  nnne^essarj  to  remind 
the  reader,  were. false-  1st,  Johnson  acted  at  this  time  as  superinten^nt 
of  Indian  affair^  under  a  commission  from  General  Braddook,  and  not  from 
Shirley ;  2d,  TI^b  money  which  he  held  for  the  Indians,  was  giten  to  him  by 
Braddook,  and  he  wad  reiponsiblefor  it  tor  him  alone ;  and  Sd,  The  fort  was 
built — as  stated  in  the  last  chapter->by  the  direction  of  Mr.  l)e  Laneey  and 
his  council,  on  the  application  of  Johnson,  with  a  portion  of  the  *<ftind  for 
contingencies,'*  in  the  hands  of  the  lieutjenant-ggyernor.  Hendrik's  wer 
known  character  for  strict  integrity  forbids  us  to  ddubt  the  correctness  of 
the  facts  mentioned  in  his  speech. 
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ant  pass.  Before,  however,  his  arrangements  could  becwAP. 
completed,  the  rapid  movepaents  of  the  enemy  foiled  his  s-.^— » 
design.  1766. 

Early  in  July,  Pe  Vaudreuil,  ^ho  was  informed,  through 
papers  taken  &om  Braddock,  of  Shirley's  proposed  expe- 
dition against  J^iagara,  arranged  a  well  concerted  attack 
upon- Oswego.  Learning,  however,  that  the  English  were 
advancing  by  way  of  Saint  Sacrament  against  Crown 
Point,  he  changed  his  purpose;  and  calling  back  the 
troops  already  on  their  march  to  Oswego,  sent  them,  under 
Baron  Dieskau,  to  paeet  the  forces  of  Gener^  Johnson.^ 
Leavings  large  force  at  Cron^rp  Point,  the  baron  took  wx 
hundred  Indians,  seven  hundred  Canadians,  and  two  hun- 
dred regulars,*  and  proceeding  up  Lake  Champlain,  landed 
at  the  head  of  that  lake*  The  intention  of  the  French 
general  was  fii^t  to  attack  Fort  Edward,  and  then  cut  off 
the  retreat  of  Johnson  and  annihilate  his  army.  This 
accomplished,  Albany  and  the  lower  settlements  were  to 
be  destroyed.  This  plan  wa&  in  harmony  tvith  the  motto 
upon  the  baron's  arms,  "Boldness  Wins;*'  and  though 
it  was  brilliant,  it  was  also  rash.* 

On  the  evening  of  the  fourth  day  after  disembarking, 
the  French  army  found  itself,  through  the  treachery  of  the  . 
Iroquois  guides,  on  the  road  .to  Lake  George,  four  miles 
distant  from  th^  fort/  Here  the  >baron  halted,  and  sent 
forward  a  party  of  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  M.  de 
St.  Piferre,  to  reconnoitre.  They  spon  returned,  having 
killed  a  courier,  whom  General  Johnson.had  sent  to  warn 
the  garrison  at  the  carryingrplace  of  their  danger.  As  it 
WAS  evident  from  this,  that  the  commander  of  the  fort 
was  now  on  the  aleft>  Dieskau  gave  the  Indians'"  the  .choice 

* 

<■■■■>■■  ■  ■■  ■  *■  ^^^— ^^M 

1 M.  de  LoUiniere  to  Coust  d'  Argenson,  24  Oct.,  }^56. 

s  Chevalier  de  Montreuil  to  the  same,  14  Oct.,  1755. 

•  •  • 

t  «  X  aTow  that  I  hada  recent  preflentiment  that  miBfortune  would  orer- 
take  him,  (Dieskau)  because  J  knew  him  to  be  too  great  a  stiekter  for  th^ 
dangerous-  principle  that  intrepiditj  alone  can  acoomplieh  the  most  difll- 
oult  thinga."— />or0t;  to  ike  Miaiater,  2S  Oct.,  1756. 

^Dieskau  to  Count  d'Argeneon,  14  Sept.,  1756. 
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CHAP,  of  either  attacking  the  fort  or  m&rching  against  Ae  camp 
S.V— '  at  th6  lake.*  The  Indians,  who  had  a  peculiar  horror  of 
1766.  artillery,  having  learned  through  a  prisoner,  that  the  camp 
at  the  lake  was  destitute  of  cannon,  positively  refused  to 
attack  the  fort,  hut  ei^pressed  their  willingness  to  be  led 
against  the  latter.  Having  thus  ascertained  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Indians,  Dieskau  gaye  up  for  the  present  his 
former  design,  and  marching  through  the  forest  in  the 
northerly  part  of  the  present  towns  of  Kingsbury  and 
Queensbury,. encamped  on  the  margin' of  a  small  pond,  on 
the  east  of  the  Lake  George  road,  and  near  the  douthem 
spur  of  the  French  Mountain. 

On  the  evening  of  the  seventh  of  September,  Johnson 
was  apprised,  through  his  scouts,  that  a  road  had  been  cut 
from  Sotrthbay,  and  that  a  large  body  of  men  were  mah^h* 
ing  to  the  Hudson.  The  general  immediately  sent  express- 
es to  New  York  and  New  England  for  reinforcements, 
and  at  the  same  time  dispatched  two  messengers  to  Fort 
Edward  to  warn  Colonel  Blanchard  of  the  advance  of  the 
French  army.  One  of  these  couriers  was,  as  has  been 
stated,  intercepted  and  killed,  but  the  other  returned  at 
midnight^  bringiBgthe  startling  intelligence  that  the  ene- 
my were  otily  f6\iT  miles  from  the  fort.  A  council  of  war 
was  called  early  the  next  morning,  in  which  it  was  the 
general  opinion  of  both  officers  and  Indians  that  a  detach** 
ment  of  on^  thousand  troops,  and  two  hundred  Indians 
should  be  sent  out  in  aid  of  Fort  Edward  "  to  catch  the 
enemy  in  their  retreat,  either  as  victors  or  as  defeated  in 
their  design."  Hehdrik  alone  disapproved  of  the  number. 
'*If,''  said  that  sage  counsdlor^  ^^they  are  to  fight  they 
are  too-  few  ;  if  they  are  to  be  killed  they  arfe  too  many  ;'* 
and  again,  when  it  was  proposed  to  send  out  the  detach- 
ment in  three  parties,  the  Mohawk,  picking  up  thi^ee  sticks 
from  the  ground,  said,  <^  Put  these  together  and  you  can- 
not break  them;  take  them  one  by  one,  and  yon  will  do 

1  **  An  aocoant  of  what  hM  oocmrred  this  jear  in  OtaaA%."-**Ihp4trtmmU 
d$  la  Chtenrtf  Parit, 
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it  easily.'*    His  advice,  however,  on  both  these  points  was  crap. 
disregarded,  and  the  Provincials,  under  the  gallant  Colonel  s-.^—» 
Ephraim  Williams,  and  the  Confederate  warrioi^s,  led  by  ^^^ 
the  venerable  Mohawk  brave,   set  out  without  delay  in 
three  divisibns,  apd  marched  toward  the  fort,  where  it 
was  ertipposed  tfie  enemy  would  be  found.    As  soon  as  they 
left  the  camp,-  Johnson  had  some  trees  felled  to  form^  with 
the  wagons  i^nd  bateaux,   a  rude  breastwork ;  and  at  the 
same  time,  some  heavy  cannon,  destined  for  the  attack  on 
Crowli  Point,  were  drawn  up  from  the  shore  of  the  lake, 
and  posted  in  advantageous  positions. 

Meanwhile,  Dieskau,  advised  through  his  Indian  scouts 
of  the  advance  of  Colonel  Williams,  arranged  in  «  defile 
near  at  hand,  an  ambuscade  in  the  shape  of  a  crescent; 
the  regulars  being  stationed  in  the  center,  and  the  Canadi* 
ans  and  Indians  on  either  side^  where  they  were  concealed 
on  the  right  by  thickets,  and  on  the  left  by  rocks  and  trees. 

Colonel  Williams  advanced  with  hiR  division  to  Rocky 
brook,  about  two  miles  from  the  camp,  atid  halted  until 
he  should  be  <>vertaken  by  Lieutenant  Whiting  aijd  Hen- 
drikwith  the  rest  of  the  party.  As  soon  as  they  came  up, 
the  colonel,  singularly  unsuspicious  of  danger,  and  neg^ 
le(;ting  his  usual  precaution  of  throwing  ahead  skirmish't' 
ers,  gave  the  order  to  advance ;  and  the  entire  colunm, 
preceded  by  Hendrik  find  his  warriors,  marched  briskly 
forward  and  eiitered  th«  fatal  defile*  It  had  been  the 
express  orders  of  Dieskau,  that  his.  men  should  reeervip 
their  fire  until  the  English  were  entirely  within  the  half 
circle.  Fortunately,  however,  befi)re  the  detachment  were 
entirely  within  the  ambush,  one  of  the  enemy's  muskets 
went  off  accidently.  Instantly,  terrific  yells  ani  mttling 
of  musketry  filled  the  air,  as  volley  after  volley  was 
poured  with  murderous  effect  upon  the  left  of  Williams's 
column,  and  upon  the  Indiana  in  front.  JJendrik,  who 
was  in  advance  of  his  braves,  and  who  being  corpulent 
imd  mounted  on  horseback,  formed  a  conspicuQus  mark 
for  the  enemy's  bullets,  fell  dead  at  the  first  fire.    Colonel 

65 
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CHAV.  Williams  wa«  also  killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  action, 
v-v^  heing  shot  through  the  head  as  he  was  standing  upon  a 
1765.  rock  which  he  had  momited,  the  better  to  direct  the  move- 
ments of  his  men.*  A  hurried  retreat  of  the  Provincials 
now  followed,  with  the  enemy  close  on  their  heels,  alter- 
nately yelling  and  firing.  Reaching  a  small  pond  near  the 
road,'  a  portion  of  the  Provincials  rallied,  and  stationing 
themselves  behind  it,  each  man  for  himself,  checked  the 
pursuit,  until  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cole, 
whom  Johnson,  as  soon  as  he  heard  the  firing,  had  sent 
out  with  three  hundred  men  to  cov^r  the  .retreat.  Under 
the  guidance  of  Whiting  and  Cole,  this  wt^s  successfully 
effected ;  and  the  party  which-  a  little  before  had  gone 
forth  confident  in  their  Btrength|  clambered  over  the  barri- 
cades weary^  and  dejected. 

Had  the  French  commander  been  able,  as  he  intended, 
to  have  taken  advantage*  of  the  con/usion  produced  in 
Johnson's  camp  by  the  arrival  of  the  panic  stricken  fugi- 
tives, and  while  his  men  w'ere  flushed  with  i^uccese,^  rushed 
forward  and  cai:rred  the  breast-works  by  storm,  he  would 
doubtless  hsj^e  been  successful.  But  the  Indians  and 
Canadians,  coming  in  sight  of  Johnson's  cannon,  halted, 
and  finally  skulked  off  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  leaving 
the  regulars  to  begin  the  attack.  This  delay  lost  the  baron 
the  victory,  and  gave  the  Provincials  full  fifteen  minutes, 
in  which  to  improve  their  defences,  and  recover  fix)m  their 
previous' trepidation. 

.  The  attack  was  begun  by  the  regulars,  who  advanced  in 
perfect  order  against  the  ccntet,  firing  by  platoons.  As 
their  polished  arms  were  first  descried  advancing  trom 
the  w6ods,  a  slight  tremor  seized  the  Provincials,  but  after 
the  first  few  volleys  they  Ipst  all   fear  and  fqught  with 

,  1  For  a  sketch  of  WillUms  and  Hondrik  see  Appendix  No.  Ill  and  IV  of 
tkis  Tohime.  i 

<  Since   called  Bloody    pond,  from  the    traditioa   ih^  mABjr  of  ikqee 
■lain  in  this  skirmish  yrere  thrown,  into  it. 
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coolness  and  desperation.*  Finding  that  no  impression  cwap. 
could  be  made  upon  the  center,  Dieskau  changed  hisw,,^-/ 
attack  to  the  left  with  no  better  effect.  He  next  attempt-  ^^^• 
ed,  by  a  desperate  charge,  to  turn  Johnson's  right,  where 
were  stationed  t4ie  regiments  of  Ruggles,  Titcomb,  and  the 
late  Colonel  Williams.  A  terrific  fight  followed;  both 
parties  feeling  th&t  the  issue  of  the  struggle  had  now 
arrived.  In  the  words  of  an  oflicer  present,  "there 
seemed  nothing  but  thunder  and  lightning  and  perpetual 
pillars  of  smoke,  and  the  bullets  flew  like  hail-stones." 
The  Pix)vincial8,  said  Dieskau  "  fought  like  devils,"  and  in 
some  instances  leaping  the  breast- works  and  clubbing 
their  arms  they  fought  hand  to  hand  and  face  to  face. 
Finally,  the  old  fashioned  musket,  in  the  muscular  arms 
of  the  New  England  fiumera,  proving  superior  to  the  glit- 
tering bayopet,  the  regulars  were  again  driven  back,  leav- 
ing thfe  ground*  covered  with  their  dead  and  wounded. 
During  this  attack  upon  the  right,  a  party  of  Abenakis 
and  -Canadians,  posting  themselves  in  a  morass,  for  a  time 
made  considerable  havoc,'  but  a  few  shells  thrown  among 
them  scattered  them,  in  the  greatest  confusion.  Thus 
driven  back  at  all  points,  the  enemy  began  to  waver,  which 
was  no  sooner  perceived  by  the  Provincials,  than  leaping 
their  defences  with  a  loud  phout,  they  fought  thebi  until 
the  lake  became  red  as  the  crimson  flowers  that  blossom 
upon  its  margin.'    This  fierce  onset  decided  the  day ;  ai^ 

■-■■■  ■■■■»■■  ^  ■■■■■■■■■ »^    ^  .  I  .  M  M  I    ^i^— ^.    m     ^1     ^^^w^ 

1  Joseph  Brant,  in  relating  the  particulars  of  this  bloody  engagememt  to 
Dr.  Stewart,  acl^nowledged  that  this  being  the  first  actiott  at  whioh  he  wibi 
present,  he  was  seized  with  stich  a  tremor  when  the  firing  began,,  tliat  he 
was  obliged  to  take  hold  of  a  small  sapling  (o  steady  1/imself ;  but  that  after 
the  discharge  of  a  few  Yolleys  Ke  recovered  the  use  of  hfs  limbs  and  the 
composure  of  his  mind  so  as  to  support  the  character  of  a  brave  inan,  of 
which  he  was  exceedingly  ambitious. 

*  The  X«6e/ta  (7ar</ifitf2M,  commonly  called  the  Indian  Eyt-firight,  The 
author  has  frequently  seen  large  clusters  of  this  beautiful  blpssom  growing 
on  the  banks  of  the  lake  and  upon  the  margin  of  Bloody  pond.  Alfred  %, 
Street  has  embalmed  this  flower  in  %  |;ouchipg  Indian  legend,  in  his  enter- 
taining Wood*  and  Waters.  , 
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cm^  the  French,  breaMng  their  ranks,  sought  in  wild  disorder 

v-v^  the  cover  of  the  woods.^  . 

1765.  j^  ^Yiis  battle  almost  all  the  French  regulars  were  killed. 
Dieskau, 'although  he  had  received  three  balls  in  his  legs 
and  one  across  his  kn^e  while  fighting  close  to  the  barri- 
cades, revised  to  leave  the  field ;  and  supported  by  the 
stump  of  a  tree,  continued  amid  the  whistling  of  bul- 
lets calmly  to  give  his  orders.  •  Finally,  as  his  troops  were 
in  full  retreat,  a  repegade  Frenchman^  maliciously  dis- 
charged his  musket  through  both  of  the  general's  hips, 
inflicting  a  very  severe  wound.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pom- 
eroy  coming  up  at  this  moment,  the  baron  was  conveyed 
to  the  tent  of  the  American  commander,  where  he  received 
every  attention  due  to  a  brave  though  unfortunate  man-r- 
General  Johnson  refusing  to  have  his  own  wounds  dressed 
until  those  of  the  baron  had  been  properly  attended  to.' 
Le  Gardeurde  St.  Pierre,  the  same  who  had  defeated 
"Washington  the  previous  year  on  |lie  Ohio,  received  his 
death  wound  in  the  skirmish  of  the  morning.  HiB  last 
words  were;  **  fight  on  boys,   this  is  Jafinscm  not  Braddock.*' 

^  The  French  suffwed  little  in  this  action  f^om  the  ttrtiQerj,  which,  ained 
generally  too  high,  did  hut  small  execution-- except,  hj  the  crashing  of  the 
hftlls  In  the  tree-tops,  to  spare  the  Indians.  All  the  credit  is  due  to'  the 
personal  Talor  of  the  soldiers  and  officers  themSeWe^.'    ."^ 

s  Aceoihit  of  the  hattle  of  Lake  George  ;  (1766)  written  1^  Barpn  Bias- 
hau,  in  a  dialogue  entitled,  Dialogue  bttk:een  Mar»kal  Sexe  and  Banm  de 
JHetkau  in  the  Elytian  Field*  ;  also  Dieskau's  official  account  of  the  action — 
Department  deja  Guerre,  Paris,  published  also  in  JV.  Y.  CoL  Doe.  From 
these  dodunentSy  it  appears  that  the  generally  received  impression  thai 
Dleskau  w.as  shot  while  feeling  for  his  watch,  &c.,  is  a  pure  .fiction. 

'*  I  know  jiot  what  at  present  will  be  my  fate  ;  from  M.  de  Johnson,  the 
general  of  ^he  English  army,  I  am  receiving  all  the  attention  possible  to  be 
expected,  from  a  brave  man,  full  of  honor  and  feeling.'^  Baron  de  Diesk^^ 
to  Count  d'  Argenson,  Sept.  14,  H65. 

Before  the  baron  left  America,  a  warm  friendship  sprung  np  betweeii 
himself  and  his  conqueror ;  and  previously  to  his  returning  te  France,  he 
presented  Johnson  with  a  mi^gnificent  sword  as  a  token  of  his  regard. 
General  Johnson  acknowledged  this  gifC  im  a  feeling  letter  to  tbe  baron, 
which  manuscript  letter  is  in  my  possession.  Dieskau  died  in  1767,  Of  his 
wounds  received  in  this  action. 
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In  the  beginning  of  the  action,  General  Johnson  "  dis-  cw^. 
played  a  firm  and  steady  mind,"   and  conducted  himself  w^— ^ 
with  great  hravery;  but  soon  receiving  a  painful  wound  ^^^ 
in  the  hips,  he  was  forced  to  retire^  leaving  the  command 
to  Major  General  Lymaiu     During  all  of  the  fight,  which 
lasted  from  hdf  past  ten  in  the  morning  until  four  in  the 
afternoon,  Lyman  behaved  with  distinguished  bravery; 
repeatedly  showing  himself  in  front  of  the  defences,  in 
order  to  encourage  his  men.* 

The  misfortunes  of  the  enemy  were  not,  however,  at  an 
end.  Toward'  evening  of  the  same  •  day^  as  the  shattered 
remnants  of  the  French  army  were  seated  near  Bocky 
brook,  refreshing  themselves  after  the  late  exhausting  bat- 
tle, they  wore  suddenly  attacked  by  a  party  of  two  hun- 
dred New  Hampshire  men  under;  Captain  Maginnid,  who 
were  on  their  way  to  Lake  George,  and  completely  routed, 
leaving,  in  the  wonds  of  an  eye-vritness,  ^' their  garme^tg 
and  weapons  of  war  for  miles  together,  lij^e  the  Assyrians 
in  their  flight."  The  brave  Maginnis,  however,  received, 
a  contusion  on  the  h^ad  from  a  spent  bullet^  and  died  soon 
after  reaching  the  camp. 

The  bodies  of  those  slaia  in  this  skirmish,  were  buried 
in  the  bottom  of  the  glen,,  beneath  the  shade  of  everlast- 
ing rocks.  It  is  a  sweet,  wild  haunt, — ^the  sunbeam  &lls 
there  with  a^  softened  radiance, — and  the  brook  near  by 
murmurs  plaintively,  as  if  mourning  for  the  dead. 

In  the  three  actions  of  this  day,  about  two  hundred  and 
twenty  of  the  Provincials  were  kUIed,  and  ninety-one 
wounded.  Their  loss  was  greater  than  it  might  otherwise 
have  been^  from  the  fact  that  several  were  hit  by  poisoned 
bullets ;  thus  mere  flesh  wounds  soon  mortified,  some  of 
the  soldiers  dying  in  convulsions.*    Of  the  Six  Nations 

^  For  a  map  of  this  AcCion  see  appemdix  No.  t. 

*  **  Mical  Harrington  died  of  the  wound  he  reoeireAi  thromgh*  Hit  Hetkiy 
part  of  the  thigh,  the  baU  unaoubtedly  poisoned ;  as  also  on«  Jonathan 
Burt,  of  Brimfleld,  by  a  poisoned  baU  through  the  arm ;  and  one  Brisbw^ 
by  a  slight  shot  in  the  leg  which  threw  him  into  conTdlsiofis.  The  art  of 
man  oould  not  stop  the  mortifieaCion  which  seised  the  wotiiided  part,  shd 
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oBAT.  nearly  forty  of  their  braves  perished. .  The  Joss  of  the 

v-v-^  French  was  probably  between  three  aud  four  hundred.* 

1766.      General  Johnson,  under  the  direction   of  a  council  of. 

war  held  .immediately  after  the  action,  sent  circular  letters, 

containing  an  official  account  of  the  action  of  the  eighth, 

to  Boston,  whence  they  were  to  be  sent  to  the  several 

colonial  governors.  His  thus  acting  according^to  direction, 

is  a  sufficient  answer  to  those  who  hive  censured  .him,  for 

not  advising  Governor   Shirley  at-  Oswego  of  the  ^result. 

It  is  true  that  he  might  have  written  him  unofficially  by  a 

private  express ;  but  this  was  a  mere  matter  of  preference. 

•  That  he  did  not  prefer  so  to  do,  after  the  eftbrts  of  Shirley 

to  weaken  his  influence,  is  not  surprising^ 

Three  days  after  the  battle,  •  the  Indians  in  council 
announced  to  Johnson  and  his  officers,  through  Aguiotta, 
an  Oneida  sachem,  their  intec(tion  of  returning  forthwith 
to  their  hofnes.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  general  remon- 
.  strated,  and  told  them  that  th^iftject  of  the  campaign  was 
not  yef  accomplished, — that  in  fact  he  had  "  not  yet  got 
half  way,**' — they  were  determined  in  their  purpose. 
While,  however,  they  were  not  to  be  moved  from  their 
design,  they  assured  their  brother,  "thattheir  going  home 
arO'se'not  from  any  coldness  of  heart,  but  was  in  accordance 
with  their  invariable  custom  of  returning  aft«r  an  engage- 
ndent,  in  which  they  had  sustained  loss,' to  cheer -their  peo- 
ple ;'*  and  they  promised  soon  to  retuMi'  jand  use  the  hatch- 
et with  fipesh  vigor  against  the'  French.  The  Indians  were 
also  fearful  that  the  Abenakis,  in  revenge  for  the  loss  of 
their  braves,  would  fall  upon  their  o\vn  castles  left  by  their 

prcfsently  a  few  hours  shut  up  the«oene.  Oh  .carted  malice,  that  the  fatal 
kad  should  .not  be  thought  sufficient  without  being  roUed  up  wUh  a  soluiion 

I 

of  copper  and  yellow  arsenic,  as  I  am  thoughtful  was  the  case,  hj  many 
of  the  poisoned  balls  which  were  brought  in  out  of  their  bullet  pouches, 
taken  among  tbe  plunder/' — Manuscript  letter,-  Surgeon  Thomas  Williams 
to  his  wife.  T^is  is  the  only  instance,  that  I  reco^leet,  of  the  use  of  poisoned 
bvUets  in  battle. 

^  Dieskau.  estimated  it  at  six  hundred,  and  Jol^nson  placed  it  in  bis  first 
report  oC  the  action  also  at  six  hundred,  but  aftt^rward  at  fbnr  hundrecl. 
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absence  in  a  meaaare  unprotected.    It  being  useless  to  do- chap, 
tain  them  against  their  inclination,  the  general,  after  con-w^^^ 
suiting  his  officers,  dismissed  them  to  their  castles,  giving  ^'^ 
them  some  8trouda,virith  which  to  cover  the  graves  of  their, 
dead.^  .  , 

The  months  of  October  and  November  were  chiefly 
occupied  :in  building  a  strong  fort  at  the  head*of  the  lake.' 
A  fortification  at  this  point,  was  justly  considered  by  John- 
son extremley  important,  as  it  would  thus  command  the 
pass  into  Canada  by  way  of  Lake  George,  in  the  same  way 
as  Fort  Ann  commanded  the  pn^  by  way  of  Wood  creek. 
Its  importance  had  also  been  s^en  by  the  lieutenant- 
governor  of  New  York,  who,  in  the  previous  year,  had 
written  the  lords  of  trade,  urging  the  erection  of  a  fort  at 
the  ^^  southern  extremity  of  Lake  Bt.  Sacrament,"  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  be. a  ^^  defense  against  the  French, 
and  a  protection  for  the  Mohawks."^  A  council  of  war, 
held  at  the  capap,  on  the  seventh  of  September,  had 
recommended  the  expediency  of  building  a  small  picketed 
fort  without  delay.  This  was  opposed  by  tfce  general, 
who  thought  that  a  strong  fortification  should  be  construct- 
ed capable  of  holding,  iijian  emergency,  five  hundred  men^ 
He,  however,  yielded  to  the  will  of  the  m^ority,  and  a 
small  fort  was  begun,  which  went  on  so  slowly,  that  by 
the  last  of  September  it  was  not  nearly  completed/;  only  a 
dozen  men  at  one  time  being  found  by  Johnson  engaged 
on  the  worki    • 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  advices  were  received  firom  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  the  new  governor  of  New  YOrk,  stating  that 
itwa^theiT^ishof  himself  and  his  majesty's  council,  thmt  a 

\  m  .1  ■■  I  III  m 

>  Minutes  of  oounpil  held  at  Lake  Qeorge.    J\r.  K  O9I.  BU, 

>  Mr.  Bancroft,  I  think,  is  mistaken  in  calling  this  <*  a  utdett  fort  of 
wood.'*  It  was  successfully  defended  in  the  spring  of  1767,  agRiasi  ft 
force  of  two  thousand  tft>ops,  supplied  with  three  hundred  scaling-ladders ; 
and  it  was  only  surrendered  the  ensuing  summer  by  the  oowardixse  <^ 
General  Webb.  While  it  was  not  of  oourso  a  fDrtiSoatioii  of  the  ftnt  olaai, 
nor  its  site  well  chosen,  it  was  far  f^om  useUtt. 

*  De  Lanoey  to  the  lords  of  trade,  Deoembm*,  .175i, 
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CHAR  durable  lAid  coBunodious  fort  should  be  constructed  as 
s^m^^^BOon  as  possibla  Upon  this  wish  of  the  governor  being 
^<^^  comipftuuicated  to «  council  oi  war,  it  was  immediately 
decided  to  erect  a  fort,  which  should  meet  his  views.  The 
general  accordingly  sent  to  Fort  Edward  for  all  the  shov- 
els and  spades  which  the  officer  at  that  post  could  spare, 
and  the  fort  was  forthwith  begun.  The  work,"  however, 
did  not  progress  so  rapidly  As  Johnson  desired.  "The 
ftMrt,**  he  \Yrites  on  the  seventh  of 'October,  "  goes  on,  all 
things  considered,  pre^  well."  The  New  England  men, 
impatient  to  proceed,  and  not  seeing  th«  necessity  of  a 
fort,  did  not  enter  into  it  with  alacrity.*  It  was  using  their 
services,  they  selfishly  thought,  solely  for  the  benefit  of 
ITfew  Terkj— ^ttotperoeiviug  that  a  fort  at  this  place  which 
would  hold  the  l^rench  in  check,  was  as  much  needed  for  the 
p¥ote<Hion  of  their  own  frontiers  as^  for  those  6{  their  sister 
province.  The  work  therefore  lingered  along ;  and  it  was 
not  until -flie  middle  of  November  that  the  fort  wa«  com- 

« 

pleted,  deceiving    from  Johnson  the  name  of  William 
Henry,  in  honor  of  two  princes  of  the  royal  blood.* 

The  want  of  unanimity  shown  in  the  erection  of  the 
fort,  wad  not  the  only  symptom  of  the  jealousy  which,  for 
so  many  years,  had  existed  'between  the  proviiices  of  New 
Xngland  and  New  Yoil:;  The  troops  from  the  tatter 
eolidtty^ere  as  much  elated  at  the  defoat  of  Dieskau,  as 
thoBe-from^  New  Bnglaad  were  depressed  at  the  abortive 
attempt  of  Shirley ;  and  other  signs  of  ill  feeling  were 
sootL  manifest^  which  threatened  to  inipede  seriously  the 
operations  of  the  oampaign*  General  Johnson  traa  inde- 
fetigable  in  his  endeavors  to  allay  all  jealousies  and 
promote  harmony  among  his  troops.  How  well  he  suc- 
oecidedixiay  be  inferred  from  the  following  extract  from  a 

■WKiiiBll  ■■  I  II  iiiN  '■  ''  '  '^'MfT^IW  »m      •  ■■  *»  ■■■! 

1  (f>H  [tiM  fort]  has  met  with  many  •batvuctioBi,  and  ika  men  haTe  baen 
Tar^r  baakward  in  working  thar^  wkioh  hMM  baan  partly  owing  to  aararil 
of  tHeir  affiaara."    Latttr  from  Joimaoa,  Not.  4ih»  1765 

'For  a  plan  of  this  fort  origiaaUy  oanrad  oak  the  powder  bom  of  a  pro* 
tinoial  while  doing  garrison  duty  in  176Sy  lee  Appendix  tL 


^ 
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letter  written  by  a  New  Englcmd  officer,  from  the  camp  at  ^hap. 
Lake  George,  to  bis  wife,  in  Deerfield,  Massaohnsetta :         wv-** 

^'  I  mast  say^  he  (JobuBon)  is  a  oomplete  gentleman,  and  ^'^^ 
willing  to  please  and  oblige  all  men;  &miliar  and  free  of 
acc^BB  to  the,  lowest  sentinel ;  a  gentleman  of  uncommon 
smart,  sense  and  even  temper ;  never  saw  him  in  a  rufflq, 
or  ase  any  bad  language — ^in  short,  I  neverwae  so  dissap* 
pointed  in  a  person  in  the  idea  I  had  of  him  before  I  came 
fix)m  home,  in  my  life ;  to  sum  np,  he  is  almost  tiniversally 
beloved  and  esteemed  by  ofBcers  and  soldiers  as  a  second 
Marlborough  for  coolness  of  head  and  warmness  of  heart} 

This  encomium,  coming  from  a  Kew  England  officer  who, 
according  to  his  own  admission,  joined  Johnson's  army 
prejudiced  against  him,  is  testimony  which  is  deserving  ^of 
the  careful  consideration  of  the  candid  reader.  " 

But  little  more  was  accomplished  during  the  remainder 
of  the  campaign.  Scouting  parties,  it  is  true,  under  Cap- 
tain Rogers,  the  fianous  ranger,  amu£led  themselves  with 
surprises  upon  the  enemy ;  executing  them  so  adroitly, 
that  many  of  the  French,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Frederick, 
bit  the  dust, — one  Frenchman  being  killed  and  scalped  by 
Rogers  under  the  very  walls  of  that  fort.  -  It  was  now, 
however,  late  in  the  autumn^  and  a  counciLof  war  having 
decided  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  November,  that  it  was 
too  late  in  the  season  to  proceed  fttther  with  the  exp^edi 
tion,  Qeneral  Johnson  disbanded  his  igrmy ;  and  leating  six 
hundred  men  to  garrison  the  fort,  resigned  his  -commis- 
sion, and  resumed  in  the'  middle  of  December  to  his  home 
at  Mount  Johnson. 

In  the  conduct  of  this  campaign.  General  Johnson  has 
been  severely  censured  in '  two  particulars ;  first,  in  not 
following  up  the  routed  army  of  Dieskau,  and  thus  pre^ 

I  I         .  ■  .  _  _      ■ . II  •     'fc  ^w  ^m  I  ■  I  ■  ■        I    ^M  ■  ^  1. 

>  This  manuseript  letter  19  dated  Oct.  8tb,  176&.  I  hare  hi  mj  poteeaeton 
many  manuscript  letters  testifying  to  the  same  thf^g.  ^t  one  In  the  text 
is  selected,  that,  eemiing  from*'  a  JVfn^  Bn^iand  mmty  it  maj  hare  m6re 
weight.    It  is  from  Surgeon  Williams  to  his  wif^. 

G6 
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CHAP,  venting  ite  escape  down  Lake  Cbamplain :  and  secondly, 
w^^^that  instead  of  boldly  advancing  against  Crown  Point,  he 
1756.  allowed  the  aatumn  to  pass  away  iacomparative  inacti\Hty, 
contenting  himself  with  constrti^ting  a  -UBeless  fort.^ 

Kegarding  the  first  ,of  thes^  charges, .  there  can  be  no 
question,  that  in  not  following  up  the  ^French  army,  the 
general  allowed. his  caution  to  prevail  over  the  better  judg- 
ment of  his  officers.  General  Lyman  begged  thc^t  with  his 
men  flushed  with, their  recent  victory  .and  anxious  for  the 
pursuit,  he  might  be  sent  after  the  -enemy.  The  .reply 
given  >  to  him  by  the  general-—"  that  he  had  reason  to 
^pect  a  renewal  of  the  attack,  and  that  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  weaken  the  main  body  of  the  army  by  sending 
out  detachments  to  scour  the  country,"  is  not  sufficient  to 
justify  his  refusal  of  Lyman'a  reque^t.  Exhausted  and 
dispirited  as  the  enemy  w^re,  they  were  in  no  condition  to 
have  n^^e  a  successful  defense,  much  less  to  have  resum- 
ed the  aggr^s^ve ;  and  the  probability  is,  that  if  General 
Lyman's  suggestion  had  been  followed,  the  gates  of  Fort 
Frederick  never  would  have  opened  to  receive  the  broken 
ranks  of  Dieskau's  army. 

Eespeotitig  the  second  and  more. serious  of:  these^  criti- 
cisms, however.  General  Johnson  i&  not  so  culpable  as  may 
at  first  appear.  It  was  well  knowQ  to  the  general,  both 
through  the  baron's  papers,  and, through  scouts  which  he 
had  dispatched  for  that  purpose,  that  Crown  Point '  was 
heavily  garrisoned,  and  that  at  I'iconderoga,  strong  breast 
works  had  been  thrown  up.'  The  experience  of  the  last 
engagement  had  shown  him  how  difficult  it  was  for  even 
thoroughly  trained  troops  to  capture  rude  and  hastily  con- 
structed defences ;  and  he  therefore  very  wisely  hesitated 
before  attacking,  with  raw  and  undisciplined  militia,  breast 

works  which  had  been,  carefully  put  up,  and  which  were 

I  —     —  —     —  — 

1  Vide :  RoTiew  of  o^Uitarjr  operations,  in  a  Letter  to  0  Nobleman.  S^e 
also  Bancroft,  and  Dr.  D  wigUt's  lVavfZ<,  vol.  iii. 

'Major  General  Johnson  .to  Lieotenant  Charles  dardj,  Sept.  16th,  1756^ 
See  also  Capt.  Roger's  Journal.     .    . 


LIFB  OF  SIB  mXLtAH  JOHN^N,:  BAKI.  SSlfi 

defended  by  regulars,  trained  under  the  best*  generals  of  wp. 
Europe.^  *  In  addition  to  this,  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  w^r-^ 
which  on  his  first  movement  dpwn  the  Ikke,  could  be^^^^*' 
easily  transported  from  Crown  Point  to  Ticonderoga,  was 
such  as  to'inake  an  sCttack  hazardous  in  the  extrenie,  unless 
with  a  very  strong  army  of  disciplined  troops,  and  with  a 
sufficient  supply   of   heavy  ordnance,  neitheor  of  whicl)' 
Johnson  possessed.     That  he  was  sadly  deficient  ia  tho; 
requisite  artillery,  is  sufficiently  evident) from  the  following 
officiaf  correspondence  between  himself  and  Captain  Wil- 
liam Eyre,  who  was  chief  of  the  ordnance,  department,  and 
considered  a  very  accomplished  and  skillful  officer : 

General  Johnson  to  Qaptaia  Eyre. 

'  <<<}amp  at  Lake  GhiOEOB,  Sept?  29tibi,  1755.  . 

"  Sir :  I  desire  you  will  give  me  your  opinion  in  writing, 
whether  the  artillery  and  stores  thereunto  belongiilg  at  this, 
camp,  at  Fort  Edward,  and  1^  on  the  road  between  said 
fort  and  Albany^  are^  according  to  tbe.la(te'  intelligence  we 
have  received  relating  t<i  tho  enemy^  sufficient  for  piroceed- 
ing  on  the  present  expeditioil. 

^I  am^  Sir,  &;c., 

•  '•  ".WM,JOHlfSOK 

Capiaia  Eyre  to  .General  Jqhnson. 

<*  Lake  Gboegb,  Sept.  29th,  1755, , 
"  Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  order  of  this  day,  to  know  my 
opinion  whether  the  artillery  and  stores  here,  at  Fort  Ed- 
ward, and  on  the  road  from  Albany- to- tjie/last  mentioned 
place,  are  aufficient  to  proceed  against  Crowa  Point,  I  an- 
swer 50,  upon  the  supposition  that  our  accounts  ^om  tha. 
French  are  to  be  depended  on;  as  this  informatioA  acquaints; 
lis  that  thoy  have,  (meaning  the  enemy,)  thirty-three  pieces 

of  cannon,  many  of  them  16  and  24  pdrs.,  equal,  lOr- nearly 

1    «■  '  I     ■    >  ■  1 1  ■     ■  II  I    .III  I         ^,  ,1   _ «  It 

^The  experience  of  Abererombie,  in  1758,  in  attaekifig  the  breaeiworka 
eireoted  by  Montoahn  ai-Tioonderoga,  thou*  that  Johnson  did  well  to  hesi- 
Ute.  •  . 
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CHAP,  to  our  24  and  32  pdrs.,  and  also  thirty-five  mortara.  Now 
s-.^.^ onr  strength  consists  of  four  l^attering  pieces,  viz:  two. 
1766.  82  pdrs.,  and-  two  18  pdrs.,  two  12  pdrs.,  and  eight  6 
pdrs.,  besides  one  13  inch  mortar,  with,  four  smaller  ones 
from  live  inch  and  a  half  diameter  to  seven  inches :  and 
add  to  this  a  scarcity  of  6  pd.  balL  'These  are  my  reasons 
for  determining  me  to  think  ou^  present  state,  of  artillery 
n<5t  sufficient.  •         ^  •     . 

^'lam,  Bir,  Ac, 

"  WILL.  EYR5,  Engineer. 
*^  N.  B.    Our  rhowitjDers  split  during  >  the  late  engage- 
ment."^ 

It  was  the  duty  of  Genial  Johnson  to  be  guided  by 
this  advice  ;  and  had  he,  with  the  knowledge  of  this  state 
of  fttcts,  attem{>ted  an  attaek  on  Crown  Point  and  failed, 
the  caustie,  but  prejadked  and  iHiJreasoiiable  ipen  of  the 
author  of  A  LeiiJer  to  a  Nobleman^  itoold  have  been  equally 
wielded  in  demonstrating  its  follj^;  It  is  teason^l^,  idso, 
to  presume  that  a  general  on:  the  spot,  with  a  knowledge  of 
the  means  at  his  commsmd^  and  'whose<  brfivejy  aokd  skill 
never  has  been  questioned,  should  have  been  better  able  to 
judge  of  the  expediency  of  an  attack,  than  a  civilian, 
comfortably  seated  in  his  easy  chair,  far  removed  from  the 
scene  of  operations. 

Want  of  energy  was  not  one  of  Johnsoii'i  faults.  He 
was  anxious  to  proceed^  and  felt  annoyed  at  the  delay. 
Even  if  everything  otherwise  had  been  favorable^  the  lack 
of  suitable  means  for  transporting  his  supplies  \raa  sufficient 
to  retard  Ihe  expedition*  unlil  too^^  late  in  the  season  to 
^tdvahce.  **Our  Expedition,"  lie  writes^  "  i*  like  to  .be 
Extremely  distressed  and  I  fear  jSEttidly  retarded  for  the  want 
of  wagons.  The  people  of  the  odunty  of  Albany  and  the 
adjacent  counties,  hide:  their  wagow  and  drive  away  their 
horses ;  most  of  the  wagoners  taken  into  this  service  hav« 
deserted ;  some  horses  are  quite  jaded,  and  some  few  killed 


i^ 


' '  I  This  oAoiftl  maiiiisoript*eorr6S|>OBd«a<M,  whieti  I  J^y#  found  rnm^mg  the 
Johnson  manusoripis,  has  neTer  before  seen  the  Ught  ^ 
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by- the  enemy,  and  several  run  away.  -  Most  of  onr  pr6-  ^^* 
visions  are  at  Albany;  a  great  part  of  our  ammunition  at^— v-' 
the  lower  camp,  and  all  our  bateaux  except  a  hundred  and       * 
twenty.     To  bilng  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions  here, 
and  all  other  necess^es  for  an  embarkatioii  upon  the  lake 
in  due  time,  will  require  four  or  five  hundred  wagons  at 
least.     I  have  written  to  the  mayor  and  magistrates  of 
Albany,  and  sent  them  an  impress  warrant  and  called  upon 
a  special  commission  to  an  active  officer  t6  superintend 
and  dispatch  the  wagons.    1  sent,  some  time  ago^  a  posi- 
tive order  to  all  the  commissaries  at  Albany  to  forward  all 
the  provisions  and  stores  in  their  hands ;  since  which  we 
have  only  sixty  wagons,  none  of  which,  as  I  can  find,  were 
dispatched  by  the  IfTew  Tork  commissaries,   who  being^ 
livers  in  Albany,  and  men  in  powei  there,  might,  I  appre- 
hend, if  they  had  properly  exerted^  themselves,  have  for- 
warded the  common  cause  very  much  with  regard  to 
wagons.    We  had'  not  above  two  days  allowance  of  bread 
in  camp,' when  these  sixty  ^wagons  arrived,  and  I  hear  they 
are  short  atthe other  fort." ^ 

Thus  hampered  by  the  remissness  of  contractors,  whom 
"  no  exertions  on  his  part  could  stimulate  into  activity,  all 
the  general  could  do  was  to  employ  his  men  in  erecting  a 
fort,  hoping  by  this  course  to  prevent  any  insubordination 
that  might  arise  through  idleness.  He  was  moreover, 
unwilling  to  have  his  retreat  cut  oft'  by  way  of  Wood  creek, 
in  ease  he  was  unsuccessful,  by  not  having  an  open  com- 
munication with  Fort  Edward  and  Albany.  Boldness 
alone  doea  not  constitute  a  good  soldier,  and  he  who 
neglects  to  provide  for  .every  foreseen  contingency,  is  defi- 
cient in  the  first  requisite  for  a  good  general. 

Although  General  Johnson,  owing  to  causes  over  which 
he  had  no  control,  was  unsuccessful  in  the  original  object 
of  the  expedition,  yet  his  services  were  appreciated  both  by 
the  crown  and  by  the  people  of  his  own  province ;  the 
former  creating  him  in  November  4i  baronet  of   Great  r-- 

iQen.  JohmBon  to  Sir  QliarleQ  Uardj»  Sep^,  ICth,  175^,  . 
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CTTAF.  Britain,  ^  and  the  latter  greeting  him  with  an  illumination 

»-v-/aud  a  triumphal  procession-  on  his  arrival  at  New  York 

^'^**  the  last  of  December.  .Parliament,   also,  voted  him -its 

thanks  for  his  victory,  together  with  the  htodsome  sum  of 

five  thousand  pounds.  *     •  - 

The  action  of  the  eighth  of  September,  so  far  as  concertis 
the  number  of  mei}  engaged,  was  not  a  great  battle;  but 
when  viewed  in  its  immediate  strategical  results,  it 
well '  deserves  a  prominent  place  among  the  battles  of 
American  history.  The  Rev.  Cortlandt  Van'  Rensselaer, 
in  his  admirable  discourse  upon  the  ))attle  of  Lake  George^ 
thus  sums  up  its  results*: 

^^  L  The  battle  of  Lake  George  is  memorable  m-  defeat- 
ing a  well  laid,  dangerous  schen^e  of  the  enemy,  and  in 
saving  the  province  irom  scenes  of  bloodshed  and  desola- 
tion. If  Dieskau  had  succeeded  in  overthrowing  Johnson 
in  his  entrenchments,  bis  advance  upoA  Fprt  Edward  would 
have  been  easily  successful,  and  thence  his  march  to  Albany 
would  have  been  triumphant.  Old  Hendrik,  at  the  con- 
vention of  the  preceding  year,  had  warned  tha  province  of 
its  danger.  "  You  are  without  any  fortifications,'*  said  he  ; 
"  It  is  but  a  step  from  Canada  hither,  and  the  French  may 
easily  come  and  turn  you  out  of  doorsj'  The  conflagra- 
tion of  our  northern  settVeriients  would  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  the  desolation  of  Albany  and  Schenectady ;  and 
although  Dieskau  must  have  soon  been  compelled  to 
reti-cat,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  Woodshed,  plunderl 
and  general  losses  which  might  have  taken  .place,  had  not 
tjrod  orderei  It  otherwise.  His  proyidence  was  on  our 
side.  The  victory  bt  Lake  George  undoubtedly  rescued 
th^  province  from  injury  and  woe  beyond  computation ; 
considered,  therefore,  \h  its  immediate  strategical  results, 
the  battle  Was  one  of  the  important  engagements  in  Ameri- 
can history. 

L. ! 

^l|i«.  iJolinson^s  bavoneley  cHiteB  f^om  Not.  27th,  1765.      «'    '   ' 

<For  the  manner  in  which  Johnson  inyested  the  XSOO*!^,   the  ourious 
reader  |s  referred  to  manuscript  letter  i&  Appendix  tU. 
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"  n.  The  battle  of  Lake  George  is  remarkable  for  its  inftu-  wap, 
enct  in  rallying  the  spirit  of  the  American  colonies.  Much  had  v-^-^ 
been  expected  from  the  three  eipeditiong  sent  against  the  ^^^^* 
French ;  but  disappointment  and  sorrpw  had  already  fol- 
lowed Braddock's  terrible  defeat.  It  was  more  than  the 
moaning  of  the  forest  pine  in  the  e^ms  of  the  solitary 
traveler ;  it  was  the  blaze  of  lightning  falling  upon  the 
mountain  oak  in  his  very  patii,  followed  by  the  crash  of 
thunder.  All  the  provinces  were  anaazed,  awe-struck,  pa- 
ralyzed for  a  time ;  but  recovering  from  the  first  shock  of 
the  calamity,-they  were  aroused  to  avenge  their  loss.  Their 
hopes  were  turned  to  Lake  George  and  Niagara,  and' not 
in  vain.  Johnson's  Victory,  was  received  as  the  precursor 
of  a  recovered  military  position  and  fame,  and  wasliailed 
as  the  means  of  deliverance  from  abpld  and  cruel  foe* 
Few  battles  ever  produced  mc»*e  immediate  results  in 
rekindling  ^ilitar)'  and  martial  enthusiasm*  Congratula- 
tions poured  in  upon  General  Johnson  from  every  quarter. 
Not  only  were  the  colonies  filled  with  rejoicing,  but  tiie 
influence  o^  the  triumph  went,  over  to  England,  and  the 
deeds  of  .our  fathers  at  the  camp  of  Lake  George  became 
familiar  to  the  ears,  of  royalty,  and  were  applauded  by  the 
eloquence  of  parliament.  Tbe.niaral  effects, of  a  battle  in 
which  the  forces  arrayed  against  each  other  were  com- 
paratively small  have  rarely  been  greater  and  n^ore  decided 
in  the  whole  range  of  military  annals. 

"  HL .  Viewed  simply  in  a  military  aspect,  the  battle  of 
Lake  George  was  the  onb/  sucees^ful  achievarneni  wUMn  the 
thirteen  colonieSy  durii\g  th^  QompaigTK  of  1755 ;  which  iaauQthar 
item  pf  its  various  renown.  Braddock's  defeat  on  the  • 
Moiiongahela,  and  Shirley's  retreat  from  Oswego,  brought 
ruin  upon  the  expeditions  framed  for  the  reduction  of  Forts 
D  uquesne  and  Niagara.  Although  the  northern  expedition 
failed-  in  its  object  of  reducing  Fort  Fredeiick,  it  had  a 
show  of  glory  in  the  brilliant  success  of  a  hard  fought 
battle.     Success  in  one  direction  often  overbalances  dis-  *i.* 

appointment  in  another.    The  victory  of  General  Johnson  '   • 


I  r 
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CHAP,  was  the  gteat  event  of  the  campaign  of  175S,  solitary  in 

^.v-^  the  honors  of  its  military  triumph,  and  shining  out,  bright 

1756.  ^  Mars,  from  the  clouds  of  night. 

"  IV.  The  victory  of  Lake  George  occurred  in  a  ^series 
o£  campaigns  that  ended  in  the  conqu^t  qf.  Oanada  and  of  the 
valley  of  the  .great  w^sL  Her^,  in  the  forest,  was  the  base  of 
a  line  of  operations  on  which  were  wrought  out  great 
problems  of  war.  The  mountains  of  the  lake  were  land- 
marks to  conduct  our  armies  from  summit  to  summit*  of 
achievement,  until,  passing  over  all  barriers,  they  found' 
their  resting  T[>lace  in  the  valkys  of  fit.  Lawrence  and  Mis- 
sissippi. Unknown  results  of  territorial  acquisition,  and 
ef  politiqal  and  religious  *  destiny,  lay  concealed  in  the 
expedition  which  started  for  the  capture  of  a  single  fort  on 
Lake  Champlain  and  for  thd  defence  of  the  limited  bound- 
ary line  of  a  province.  Gk)d  disposes.of  man's  proposals. 
The  lucid  purposes  of  an  all-eomprehensive  providence, 
undiscemible  by  mortal  eyes,  are  brought  to  pai^s  by  the 
majestic  developments  of  events  apparently  rejpiot^  in  their 
*f  relations  as  trivial  in  magnitude.  -  The  -American  victoiy 

of  Lake  George  was  not  aivisolated  item  of  one  campaign. 
It  was  more  than  a  simple  triumph  in  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness, — a  military  achievement  of  the  New  England  And 
New  /York  yeomanry  which  saved  themselves  from' 
destruction*  Far  higher  its  moral,  political  and  warlike 
connections.  It  headed  a  series  pf  successes  that  wlere 
followed  by  the  gain  of  kingdoms.  It  animated  the  deter- 
mination of  the  country  to  take  decisive  measures  for 
deliverance    from   French    aggressifins    and    agitations. 

^  -  "Canada,  my  lord,"  wrote  a  distinguished  Ufew  Yorker, 
in  reviewing  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  *'  Canada 
must  be  demolished, — Ddendti  est  Oarika^^^^^n  we  are 
undone/'^  The  result  was  not  anticipated!^  the  beginning, 
but  the  natural  tendency  of  the  contest  w^  the  overthrow 
^  /  ^  of  French  dominion  on  tha- contificnt.    Johnson's  victory 

^ ,  ;^  had  a  true  influence  df  relation  to  this  end.    As  the  south- 

\    *'  .    y  •  '    '  ■     ■ ■    ■  * 1  ■        ■■■» 
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ern  inlet  near  Fort  George  joins  itself  to  the  lake,  whose  ohap. 
waters  flow  to  the  noilh,  and,  tossed  ovQr  cascades  andw,^-^ 
waterfalls,  pass  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  so  the  expedition  of  ^7^^- 
1755,  identifying  itself  with  a  vast  expanse  of  agencies, 
pressed  forward  the  natural  current  of  its  direction,  - 
over  the  rocks  and  reverses  of  campaigns,  into  Canada. 
But  Canada  was  only  a  part  of  the  great  acquisitions  of 
the  war.  The  whole  northwest  was  wrested  from  France, 
together  with  tl^e  valley  of  the  Mississippi  lying  easterly 
of  that  river,  with  the  exception  of  the  island  of  Orleans. 
^^V.  The  battle  of  Lake  Gteorge  was  furthermore 
memorable  m  its  suggestions  of  promncial  prowess,  and  its 
lessons  of  warfare  to  the  colonies  preparatory  to  their  xn0epbn- 
DENCB.  The  battle  was  fought  by  proviilcial  troops,  and 
chiefly  by  the  hardy  sons  of  glorious  New  England.  The 
veteran  regulars  of  Old  England  had  been  beaten  ill  the 
forests  of  western  Pennsylvania,  or  remained  inactive  in 
the  Niagara  expedition.  Through  some  unaccountable 
cause,  the  expedition,  which  was'  on'  the  direct  line  of 
Canada,  and  nearest  to  the  French  reinforcements,  Icnown 
to  be  at  hand,  was  consi^ed  to  the  exclusive  care  of  native 
colonial  soldiers ;  and  bravely  did  they  do  ^heir  duty. 
On  these  shores  provincial  prowess  signalized  its  self-relyii»g 
and  unaided  (Capabilities;  and  in  this  battle  and  in  this 
war  the  colonies  practically  learned  the  value  of  union  and 
the  unconquerable  energies  of  a  free  people.  Putnam 
and  Stark,  and  Pohieroy,  cairie  her^,  as  to  a  militaty 
academy,  to  acquire  the  art  of  warfare ;  and  they  ^1  exer- 
cised their  experience  at  Bunker  Hillj  George  Washing- 
ton himself,  as  a  militaiy  man,  was  nurtured  for  Araeri<5d 
and  the  world  amid  the  forests  of  the  Alleghanies  and  the 
rifles  and  tomahawks  of  these  French  and  Indian  strdggles. 
Lake  George  and  Saratoga  afe  contiguous  not  merely  in 
territory,  but  in  heroic  association.'  Correlative  ideaa, 
evolved  under  varying  cirptimstatices,  they  ar6  proofs  df 
the  same  spirit  of  liberty,  the  same  strong  energy  of  jyur- 
pose." 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

1755—1766. 

^^^*  The  news  that  Sir  Charles  Hardy  was  to  take  the  reins 
of  government  arrived,  much  to  the  c)iagrin  of  the  De  Lan- 
cey  party,  early  in  March,  but  it  was  not  until  the  third  of 
September  that  the  uew  governor  land^d  in  New  York. 
The  ship  of  war  in  which  he  papie  anchored  in  the  harbor 
npon  the  second,  but  the  lieutenant  governor  detained  him 
on  "board  until  the  next  day,  under  the  pretence  that  the 
military  were  not  quite  reacjy  to  receive  him ;  but  in  reality 
that  he  might  have^  an  evening  with  him  alpne  to  secure 
him  to  the  interests  of  his  faction. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy,  the  one  whom  the  ministry  had  selected 
to  succeed  Sir  Danvers  Osborne,  wa^,  like  Clinton,  an  unlet- 
tei?ed  British  admiral ;  and  he  had  pot  landed  long,  before 
it  became  apparent  that  li]ce  hipi  also,  he  had  not  sufficient 
executive  talent  to  govern  without  a  leader.  He  therefore 
Bopn  resigi^ed  himself  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  D^  Lancey, 
who  thus  for  the  third  time  became  governor.^  His  first  mes- 
sage to  the  assembly  on  the  fourth — ^three  days  after  that 
body  had  been  convened  and  opened  by  Mr.  De  Lancey, — 
fully  endorsed  the  message  of  the  latter ;  expressed  his 
pleasure  at  the  energy  which  they  had  shown  in  granting 
supplies;  ^nd  closed  with  complimenting  the  lieutenant 
governor,  who^  saidhe, ''  from  his  attachmenttohis  majesty's 
service,  and  great  knowledge  of  the  country,  has  laid  this 
matter  before  you  in  a  way  that  leaves  me  nothing  to  require, 
but  that  you  would  proceed  with  the  utmost  dispatch  on  the 
matters  recommended  in  his  message.*' 
JThe  house,  however,  resolved  on  the  fifth,  that  the  season 
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was  too  fiar  advanced  to  raise  men  in  time  for  the  expedition  cttap. 
against  Crown  Point;  but  as  it  *  understood  that  Con- 
necticut was  actually  raising  for  Qeiientl  Johnson's  army 
two  thousand  men,  who  from  the  forwardness  of  the  levies 
could  reasonably  be  expected  to  reach  that  general  in  tinde 
for  action,  it  would  contribute  eight  thousand  pounds 
toward  their  equipment. '  In  order  that  this.resolve  might 
not  seem  to  be  dictated  by  a  refractory  spirit,  the  house  on 
the  eleventh  sent  up  to  the  new  governor  an  address 
couched  in  the  most  courteous  lan^age,  in  which,  after 
congratulating  him  upon  his  safe  arrival,  it  assured  him 
that  the  great  regard  his  most  sacred  majesty  had  shown 
his  loyal  colony  by  appointing  a  gentleman  of  his  excel- 
lency'Q  upright  character  to  pre^de  over  it,  was  a  happy 
presage  of  itia  future  prosperity ;  "  and  your  excellency  may 
be  confident  of  meeting  with  all  the  assistance  for  attaining 
that  most  desired  end,  that  "it  is  in  the  power  of  a  dutiful 
people  to  give/*  He  was  also  informed  in  this  same  mes- 
sage,  of  the  custom,  usual  upon  the  arrival  of  a  new 
governor,  of  dissolving  the  assembly  and  issuing  writs  for 
a  new  election  ;  and  that  if  he  thotight  that  such  a  measure, 
in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  would  be  consistent  with  his 
majesty's  service,  it  would  be  agreeable  to  them,  and  to  the 
people  whom  they  had  the  honor  to  represent.  The 
governor,  in  his  answer  on  the  ninth,  thanked  them  f6r  these 
expre^ions  of  good  feeling,  assuring  him  as  they  did,  that 
a  governor  who  made  the  welfare  of  thd  colony  the  rule 
of  his  conduct,  would  always  meet  with  their  confidence 
and  assistance.  "Whatever  may  appear;"  he  added, 
"advisable  at  this  juncture,  for  the  peace  and  good  of  the 
province,  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  the  honor  that  must 
redound  to  you,  gentlemen,  who  from  a  consciousness  of 
the  rectitude  of  your  conduct,  thus  refer  yourselves  to  the 
voice  of  the  people."  He  did  not,  however,  think  it 
advisable  to  dissolve  the  assembly ;  and  after  passing,  on 
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^Ap.the  eleventh,  the  bill  of  eight  thousand  pounds  for  Cpn^ 

w,^-/  nectieut,  he  prorogued  the  assembly. 

1766.      rj^i^Q  ^^j  j^^^j.  ^"j^Q  prorogation,  a  letter  from  Colonel  Blan- 

chard  was  received  by  Sir  Charles,  informing  him  in  general 
terms  of  the  action  of  the  eighth  of  September;*  but  it  was 
not  until  the  fourteenth,  thathis  excellency  communicated  to 
his  covincil  Sk  letter  of  the  tenth  instant  from  Peter  Wraxall,* 
aid-de-camp  to  Oeneral  Johnson,  containing  a  full  account 
of  the  defeat  of  the  French  army  and  the  capture  of  its 
general.  At  the  same  time,  he  laid  before  the  board  letters 
from  Governor  Wentworth  and  Lieutenant  Governor 
Phipps.  The  former  wrote  that  New  Hampshire  had  passed 
an  act  for  raising  three  hundred  men,  for  the  Crown  Point 
expedition ;  and  the  latter  informed  him  that  Massachu- 
setts had  already  in  the  field  two  thousand  men  in  addition 
to  their  former  quota  of  eight  hundred,  raised  for  the  same 
object.  These  letters  were  acc9mpanied  by  a  suggestion 
from  the  executive  that  as  these  additional  reinforcements 
might  occasion  a  scarcity  of  provisions  among  the  troops, 
\t  would  be  well  to  send  at  once  to  Albany  an  ample  sup- 
ply of  stores.  Acting  upon  this  hint,  the  council  directed 
tfir.  Oliver  De  Lancey  to  fprward  the  requisite  supplies,  and 
to  purchase  and  send  to  Albany  three  hundred  muskets,- 
in  addition  to  those  belonging  to , the  province  which  were 
already  in  his  hands.  After  some  farther  suggestions 
respecting  the  ho^Jth.  of  the  city  in  his  absence,  the 
governor,  having  appointed  Thursday,  the  second  of  Octo- 
ber, as  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  for  the  defeat  of  the 
enemy,  sailed  for  Albany  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day.  * 
i  The  governor'8  object  in  going  to  Albany  at  this  time, 
was,  {hat  being  nearer  £he  ^eat  of  operations,  he  might  be 

better  able  to  hasten  the  supplies  delayed  by  the  remissness 

i.i  III...       ■       ■■      _  I  . 

1  Manasoript  letter :  Goldsbrow  Banyftr  io  Johi^eon,  Sept.  18,  1766. 

'Afterward  priTate  seoretarj  to  Johnson.     He  died  Jnij  llth,  1769. 

*  ManuBcript  lettclr :  Banyar  to  Johnson.  SW^  Obarles  waa  aooompaoied 
on  this  Tojage  by  De  Lancey,  Horsmanden,  Rutherford  ^ud  Pownal,  the 
first  three  being  members  of  his  eonnlBil. 
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of  the  Albany  ffuthorities,  and  personally  superintend  the  c»tf . 
forwarding  of  the  Connecticut  troops.    His  visits  however,  >-.^-/ 
accomplished  little;  and  having  concerted  measures  "with  ^^^^ 
the  Massachusetts  and  Connecticiit/Commissioners  respect- 
ing the  garrisoning  of  Forts  Edward  and  William  Henry, 
and  giving  a  few  general  orders  to  the  militia  officers  to 
hold  themselves  ready  to  march  at  a  moment*s  warning,  he 
returned  to  the  city  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  November. 

The  governor  met  his  assembly  on  the  second  of  Decem- 
ber, and  in  his  message  the  day  following,  annoimced  the 
victory  of  General  Johnson  over  Baron  Dieskau.  Although 
the  expedition  had  not  been  attended  with  those  important 
results  which  he  had  hoped  for,  yet  it  had  been  productive 
of  much  benefit.  The  two  forts  which  had  been  constructed 
at  the  great  canying  place  and  the  head  of  Lake  George,' 
would  not  only  facilitate  any  future  attempt  upon  the 
French  in  that  direction,  but,  if  properly  garrisoned,  add 
greatly  to  the  security  of  the  frontier.  In  the  same  mes- 
sage, Sir  Charles  made  public,  for  the  first  time,  the  disa- 
greeable instructions  with  which  he  had  been  charged  by 
the  ministry;  and  therefore  now  demanded,  in  the  name 
of  the  king,  the  passage  of  a  law  for  settling  a  permanent 
revenue  on  a  solid  foundation^ — said  law  to  be  indefinite  and  • 
without  UmitaHfin  of  time — ^Tor  salaries  of  governors,  judges, 
and  all  the  necessary  charges  of  the  government.  As, 
moreover,  the  two  forts,  erected  by  th6  provincial  army,  were 
to  be  gatrisoned  with  troops  raised  by  each  province,  he 
recommended  an  immediate  provision  for  their  quota  of  the 
expenses  incident  to  this  service. 

In  their  answer,  on  the  ninth,  the  assembly  Applauded 
the  governor  in  the  warmest  terms  for  his  zeal  in  promoting 
the  expedition  against  Crown  Point  "While  they  confessed 
that  the  success  of  that  expedition  had  not  equalled  their 
expectations,  yet  the  advajitage  gained  by  General  John- 
son was  deserving  of  special  notice, — ^as  to  it  might  be 
ascribed  the  comparative  safety  of  the  frontier.  The 
measures,  also,  which  had  been  taken  in  erecting  and 
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oHAP.  properly  garriaoning  the  forts,  were,  in  their  estimation, 
s,*.^-^  well  judged;  and  the  executive  might  rest  assured  that 
1766.  ^ey  would  not  feil  to  defray  their  portion  of  the  expense. 
Tathat  part  of  the  mess^ige  demanding  ai^  unlimited  sup- 
port, their,  answer  was  in  singular  contrast  to  the  manner 
in  which  Mr.  Clinton's  similar  request  had  beep  met. 
"We  wish,-'  they  courteously  replied,  ^'we  could  with 
equal  sfttisfaction,  reconcile  to.  ourselves  your  excellency's 
recomiuendation  of  an  indefinite  support;  but  humbly 
beg  leave  to  inform  your  excellency  that  we  have  no  per- 
manent funds  oh  which  to  establish  such  a  revenue  ;  nor  dp 
any  occur  to  usy  without  v^y  apparent  inconveniences  to  our  con- 
atituenis.  We  therefore  most  humbly  trust  thi^t  we  shall 
stanjd' acquitted  in  the  eyes  of  our  most  gracious  sovereign, 
if  we  decline  a  measure  so  directly  opposite  to  the  sentimenU^  of 
almost  every  individual  qf  the  colony.'' 

•-The  quiet  indifterence  with.whicli  the  deqiand  for  an 
indefinite  support  was  thus  met,  is  ascribed  by  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston to  the  influence  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  who, 
having  a  large  sum  due  him  for  past  services,  for  the  pas- 
sage of  which  the  governor's  consent  would  be  necessary, 
thought  it^  best  to  treat  Sir  Charles  in  a  different  manner 
^  and  with  ^lore  leniency  than  his  predecessor.  While,  how- 
ever, considerable  allowance  should  be  made  forthe  rancor 
of  that  writer  toward  his  political  opponents,  yet  it  is 
certain  that  tiiere  was  a  marked  change  in  the  course  pur- 
sued by  Mr.  De  Lancey ; — a  course,  moreover,  in  which  he 
was  aided  by  the  conduct  of  Sir  Charles  himself,  who,  pre- 
ferring the'case  and  emoluments  of  oflice  to  the  iJitterness 
of  party  strife,  soothed  the  assembly  "  with  hints  of  his 
disapprobation  of  the  orders  he  had  delivered  from  his 
master,  and  with  iatimation^  of  his  unwillingness  to  take 
umbrage  at  their  non-compliance."  | 

The  history  of  this  year  would  be  incomplete  without 
some  reference  to  the  Indian  ravages  on  the  north-eastern 
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frontier.  The  provincial  army  under  General  Johnson,  cha>- 
while  it  checked  incursions  along  the  chain  of  posts  in  the^^^ 
north-western  portion  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  stop  the^^^ 
forays  of  the  enemy  on  the  Connecticut  river,  and  along 
the  New  Hampshire  border.  From  the.  St.  Lawrence  to 
the  Connecticut  river,  an  easy  communication  by  Lake 
Memphremagog  was  open  to  the  St.  Francis  Lidians,  of 
which  they  were  not  slow  to  avail  themselves.  Li  Keene,* 
the  fort  was  attacked,  and  though  the  enemy  were  repulsed^ 
yet  in  their  retreat  they  burned  several  houses,  slaughtered 
many  cattle,  and  killed  two  men.  J  Near  Fort  Dummer,  a 
fortified  house  was  entered  in  the  evening,  through  strategy, 
by  a  party  of  Indians,  and  all  of  its  inmates  captured  and 
conveyed  to  Crown  Point.  Many  of  the  St.  Frands 
Indians  were  in  the  army  of  Dieskau,  and  their  defeat 
stimulated  them  the  more  to  deeds  of  increased  ferocity.  * 
Their  incursions  at  length  grew  so  frequent,  that  the 
government  of  New  Hampshire  was  appealed  to  for  a  body 
of  troops  to  protect  the  frontier.  This  appeal  being 
received  with  indifference,  applicatioii  was  next  made  to 
Massachusetts  With  more  sucoess ;  and  a  body  of  troops 
was  sent  to  the  aid  of  the  settlers,  and  the  posts  on  the 
Connecticut  supplied  with  small  garrisons.'  Notwith- 
standing this,  however,  armed  bands  of  Indians  continued 
to  infest  the  woods,  lying  close  by  day,  only  to  wield  the 
hatchet  with  more  fatal  effect  by  night.  Numerous  were 
the  midnight  alarms,  the  individual  murders,  the  burning  * 
.  dwellings.  Farmers  gathered  their  harvests  in  terror,  or 
more  frequently  left  them  to  rot  untouched  upon  the  field ; 
so  th^t  in  several  instances  the  inhabitants  were  threatened 
with'starvation.  * 

While  the  soil  of  New  Hampshire  was  watered  with  the 
blood  of  her  settlers,  Governor  Shirley,  who,  by  the  death 
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CBAP.  of  General  Braddock,  had  become  commaDder^n-ehief  of 
xvn.  , 

w<^^all  his  majeBty's  forces  in  America,  arrived  in  New  York 

1766.  the  second  of  Becember.    He  came  frpm  Albany,  where 

he  had  been  engaged,  since  his  arrival  from   Oswego,  in 

forwarding  stores  and  munitions  to  the  garrison  of  that 

post    Always  ki  a  bustle,  he  never  made  progress ;  and 

although  his  plans  were  f<»asibl6  and  often  brilliant  on 

paper,  yet  in  their  practical  workings  tl^ey  were   sadly 

deficient.    His  magnificent  scheme  for  the  capture  of 

IfTiagara  having  faUed,  the  winter  could  not  pass  without 

his   "revolving    in  his  busy  mind"   another  expedition 

jEi^gainst  the  enemy;    Accordingly,  on  his  arrival  in  New 

•    ^  York,  he  immediately  summoned  a  grand  congress  of 

•        ■ .    provincial  governors  to  meet  on  the  twelfth,  to  discuss  a 

plan  of  operations  for  the  next  year's  campaign.  ^ 

The  congreaa  was  opened  by  Mr.  Shirley  with  an  elabo- 

■■  .       '  2^te  and  strongly  written  statement  of  th^  importance  of 

Oflwego,  both  as  a  militaiy  harbor,  and  as  being  situated 

in  the  country  of  the  Onondagas^  the  center  canton  of  the 

Ck>nfiaderacy.^  Should  that  post  be  lo8t»  the  inevitable  eon- 

eeqnence  would  be,  "the  defection  of  the  Sue  Nations,  the 

loss  of  the  whol^  country,  for  nearly  three  hundred  miles 

ttcfm  Oswego  to  Schenectady,  and  perhaps  the  reduction 

^'^'^    ,     df  Albany  itself**'    Nor  should  he  be  surprised  t6  hearany 

^     . '       day  of  its  capture,  so  long  as  the  French  held  Fort  Fron- 

teiiac,-T-the  possession  of  which,  enabling  them  to  build 

-and maintain  "vessels  of  force"  upon  the  lake.    Indeed, 

"^    .       he  already  had  reliable  intelligence  that,  the  enemy  were 

*■    >*  •'•   nonf  constructing  three  large  vessels  in  the  harbor  of  Fron- 

tenac.    "Hence,**    concluded    Mr.   Shirley,   "could  the 

French  be  didodged  from  that  post  and  the  little  fort  at 

TonMito ;  and  their  entrance  into  Lake  Ontario  obstructed, 

.^  *  '*'    ita  their  other  forts  and  aettlements  on  the  Ohio  and  the 


■    7 


1  This  council  was  composed  of  OoTcrnor  ShirUy,  Sir  Charles  Hardy, 
Mr.  Fitch  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Sharp  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Morris  oC  Pann- 
sylrania,  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler,  Colonel  Danbar,  Migor  CraTeo,  Ifigor 
Rutherford  and  Sir  John  St.  GUir. 
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western  lakes,  would  be  deprived  of  their  support  from  cthap. 
Canada,  and  must  ere  long  be  evacuated.'*'  ^-v— ' 

Having  thus  prepared  the  members  of  the  congress  to  ^^^* 
regard  his  projects  with  favor,  Mr.  Shirley  laid  before 
them  his  plan  of  operations.  Five  thousand  men  were  to 
rendezvous  early  in  the  spring  at  Oswego,  whence  the  forts 
at  Niagara  and  Frontenao  were  to  be  attacked,  and  of 
course,  taken  ;  three  thousand  provincials  were-to  march  at 
the  same  time,  by  way  of  Will's  creek,  upon  Fort  Du* 
quesne ;  and  simultaneously  "mth  both  these  expeditions, 
t6n  thousand  troops  were  to  proceed  against  Crown  Point, 
and  having  reduced  that  fort,  erect  a  regular  fortification  in 
its  place,  and  build  and  launch  seven  war  vessels  upon  the  ■ 
lakel  In  addition  to  this  large  force,  two  thousand  men 
were  to  march  up  the  Kennebec,  lay  waste  with  fire  and 
sword  the  French  settlements  on  the  Chaudi^re,  and  pen- 
etrate to  within  three  miles  of  Quebec.  Thus  menaced  at  *. 
all  points,  disturbed  and  distracted,  Canada  mustsacoumb^ 
and  the  governor's  long  cherished  project  of  expelling  the 
French  from  Canadia,  would  be  accomplished !  Prepan^ 
tory,  however;  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the 
spring  campaign,  he  proposed  to  take  advs^tage  of  the 
freezing  of  the  lake  and  attack  Ticonderoga,  which,  £rom' 
the  weakness  of  its  garrison,  he  was  sanguine  could  be 
captured.  This  plan  appeared  so  feasible,  and  was  withal 
so  confidently  stated,  that  in  its  chief  features  it  met  with 
the  almost  unanimous  approval  of  the  congress.  Sharpe, 
the  lieutenant-governor  of  Maryland,  alone  augured  ill  for 
the  success  of  the  scheme.  ^^We  shall  have  good  reason 
to  sing  Te  Deum,  at  the  conclusion  of  this  campaign,' '  he 
wrote,  '4f  matters  are  not  then  in  a  worse  situation  than 
they  are  at  present."  He,  however,  yielded  to  the  opinion 
of  the  majority ;  and  Major  Rutherford  and  Captain  8taate 
Morris  were  dispatched  to  England,  to  lay  the  plan  befiyre 
the  ministry.  The  business  which  had  brought  the 
governors  together  being  finished,  they  retufaed  to  their 
several  provinces,  leaving  ghirley  in  New  York,  busily 
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CHAP,  eugaged  in  endeavoring  to  win  the  assembly's  countenance 

^...^^wto  his  winter  expedition.      ; 

1766.  Success,  in  the.  estimation  of  the  public^  is  always  the 
criterion  of  an  able  chieftain  ;  and  however  fair  and  plausi- 
ble the  plan  appeared  upon  paper,  yet  its  author  had 
invariably  been  so  unsuccessful  in  all  his  military  under- 
takings, that  the  assembly  looked  coldly  upon  the  design 
against  Ticonderoga,  and  refused  to  appropriate  anything 
for  that  object.  Finding  his  measures  feebly  supported. 
Governor  Shirley  in  disgust  returned  soon  after  the  holi- 
days to  his  own.province,  to  induce  it  to  assist  him  in  his 
winter  expedition,  and  receive  from  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton a  balm  for  his  wounded  feelings  in  the  form  of  an  ova- 
tion, gotten  up  as  an  ofiiset  to  the  one  lately,  given  to  Sir 
William  Johnson  in  New  York. 

Sir  William  Johnspn  spent  most  of  January  in  New 
York,  duruig  which  mcJnth,  a  tart  correspondence  was  held 
between  himself  and  Governor  Shirley  respecting  his  com- 
mission as  agent  of  Indian  affairs.  It  has  been  seen  that 
the  Baronet,  holding  his  commission  from  General  Bi^- 
dock,  had  long  chafed  under  the  interference  of  Shirley ; 
and  the  reception  by  him  at  this  time  of  a  new  commission 
and  instructions  from  the  latter,  determined  him  to  bring 
the  matt^  to  a  definite  undei^tanding  at  once.  If  he  held 
any  commission  in  future  it  was  his  wish  to  hold  it  directly 
from  the  crown,  and  until  this  point  was  settled,  he.  prefer- 
edto  act,  if  he  acted  at  all,  under  the  one  which  he  then 
held  from  General  Braddock.  "  With  gelation  to  the  new 
commission,''  he  writes,  "which  your  excellency  has 
'  thought  proper  to  send  me,  I  must  beg  leave  to  obscr\'e 
to  your  excellency  that  I  apprehend  the  late  General  Brad- 
dock's  commission  to  me  for  the  sole  management  of  tli^e 
affairs  of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  allien, 
was  granted  in  consequence  of- the  royal  instructions,  and 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  council  of  Alexandria,  of 
which  your  excellency  was  a  Daember,.and  that  it  remains 
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fltill  in'force.  Under  this  opinion,  I  do  not  conceive  the  ^^• 
necessitj'^  of  your  isstling  another  commission  to  me,  or>-v— ' 
that  I  can  consistently  accept  of  it."  '  ^  '^^' 

To  this  rejection  of  the  commission,  Shirley  objected, 
on  the  ground  that  if  Braddock  had  given  him  sudh  a  gom- 
mission  it  must  have  been  by  sinking  the  commission  from 
the  king,  which  his  majesty  had  sent  to  be  delivered  to 
him.  He  however  said  that  he  should  Yiot  insist  on  his 
acting  under  ,a  commission  fipom  him,  and  thus  gave 
up  the  point,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Baronet,  who 
replied,  that  he  was  happy  his  excellency  had  thought  it 
advisable  that  he  should  not  act  under  his  commission,  as 
otherwise  he  could  not  possibly  have  executed  the  trust 
reposed  in  him,  nor  do  that  service  which  the  public  cause 
required.  "Your  excellency,"  added  the  Baronet,  "as. 
commander  in  chief  has  an  undoubted  right  to  direct  the 
measures  of  this  his  majesty's  service,  and  to  send  me 
your  instructions  accordingly,  which  I  shall  think  it  my 
duty  to  obey,  but  how  far  at  each  particular  juncture,  and 
upon  each  particular  occasion,  and  in  what  peculiar  man- 
ner, I  may  be  able  to  manage,  and  persuade  the  six  Confed- 
erate nations  (who  tho*  allies  to  the  British  crown  are  very 
jealous  of  being  thought  dependent  upon  us)  to  engage  in 
this  or  that  measure,  must,  I  conceive,  while  I  have  the 
management  of  their  affairs,  be  left  to  my  conduct  iand 
discretion,  without  which,  unless  your  excellency  conceives 
them  as  vassals,  you  must  know  that  no  one  can  manage 
their  affairs  properly ;  and  here  I  must  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent to  your  excellency,  that  there  are  now  agents  acting 
among  the  Confederate  Indians,  without  any  knowledge 
or  advice,  and  what  they  are  about  and  what  may  be  the 
consequence  of  their  measures,  I*  cannot  answer  for.  I 
must  therefore  beg  that  your  excellency  give  orders  that 
they  be  withdrawn,  and  that  none  hereafter  be  sent  there, 
but  by  my  direction  or  recommendation."' 

iSir  WiUiam  Johnson  to  Governor  Shirlej,  Jan.  3d,  1766. 
*Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Governor  Shirley  <3th,  January  17o6. 
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OTAP.  In  order,  however,  that  this  matter  might  be  settled  for 
wv^  the  future  on  a  permanent  basis,  the  Baronet  laid  the  whole 
1766.  ^Q^Q  before  the  lords  of  trade ;  the  result  of  which  was^ 
that  in  July  he  received  through  Mr.  Secretary  Fox,  a 
commission  as  ^<  colonbl,  agent,  anp  sole  superintendent 
OF  all  the  affairs  of  the  Six  Nations  and  other  North- 
BRN  Indians,''  accompanied  with  a  salary  of  six  hundred 
pounds  per  annum.  At  the  same  time  instructions  came 
from  the  ministry  forbidding  each  northern  province  to 
transact  any  business  with  the  Indians.  The  Baronet  was 
thus  placed  on  the  independent  footing  which  he  had  so 
long  desired;  and  the  entire  management  of  Indian  rela- 
tioBs  was  given  into  hia  hands,  ^'  with  no  subordination 
but  to  London." 


iPP^lNDIX. 


No.  I. 

The  adopUon  of  the  pale-&oe8  as  a  eompliment  for  diBtinguished 
aervices,  or  as  a  token  of  esteem,  has  always  been  usual  among  the 
Indian  tribes.  Dr.  Oadwallader  Golden  was  adopted  by  the  Mo- 
hawks. The  late  duke  of  Northumberland,  who  served  as  Lord  ^ 
Percy  in  the  American  Revolution,  was  created  a  chief  of  the  Six 
Nations  through  the  influence  of  Joseph  Brant,  with  whom  he  was 
on  terms  of  warm  friendship.  Washington  Irving  was  adopted  into 
the  Huron  clan,  a  few  years  before  his  death ;  and  the  late  General 
Peter  B.  Porter  was  long  a  chief  of  the  Senecas  by  adoption. 
Edmund  Kean,  the  tragedian,  was  also  adopted  by  the  Hurons  of 
Loretto  near  Quebec. 

In  January,  1844,  the  late  Colonel  Wm.  L.  Stone  was  adopted  by 
the  Senecas,  at  a  formal  council,  as  a  chief  of  that  nation.  The 
letter  which  Mr.  Stone  returned  in  reply  to  the  comphment,  shows 
BO  much  good  feeling  as  well  as  appreciation  of  the  honor,  that  his 
son  may  be  pardoned  for  introducing  it  in  this  place  in  full. 

'<  To  ike  Seneccu,  Chiefs  and  WarriarB  of  the  Seneca  Indians, 

Brothers  :  I  have  been  told  that  at  your  general  council,  held  «t 
Cattaraugus,  in  the  Moon  of  Juthoo,  that  is,  in  January  last,' you 
did  me  the  honor  to  make  me  a  chief  of  the  Seneca  nation ;  and  I 
have  read  the  talk  made  by  your  chief  sachem,  Sahdegeoyes,  at 
that  time'.  I  know  by  the  histories  which  the  whit^  men  have 
written,  and  by  the  traditions  preserved  by  the  belts  hung  pp  in 
your  council  house,  that  the  Senecas  hove  always  been  a  brave 
nation.  When,  many  hundred  moons  ago,  the  Five  Nations  united 
to  be  one  people,  the  Senecas  vrere  placed  at  the  western  door  of 
their  long  house,  to  guard  it  from  all  the  foes  that  might  come 
from  toward  the  setting  sun.  This  was  done  because  the  Senecas 
never  sleep,  a^d  because  their  hatchets  were  always  sha;rp.  To  be 
known  as  a  Soneca,  therefore,  is  an  honor  which  I  accept  witli 
pleasure. 
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Brothers :  When  the  first  great  canoe  of  the  white  man  arrived 
at  Man-na-hatch-ta-ninck,  (which  is  now  called  New  York,; 
although  it  created  great  surprise,  the  strangers  were  kindlj 
received.  Tou  gave  them  of  jour  venison  to  eat,  and  spread  bea- 
ver skins  for  them  to  lie  down  upon.  When  the  big  canoe  arrived 
at  Albany,  jou  all  resolved  to  tak#  the  best  care  of  it.  For  this 
purpose  it  was  agreed  to  tie  it  fast  with  a  great  rope  to  one  of  the 
largest  trees  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Afterward,  fearing  that, 
the  wind  would  blow  down  that  tree,  it  was  agreed  to  make  the 
rope  very  long,  and  tie  it  fast  at  the  great  council  fire  at  Onondaga, 
and  the  end  put  under  your  feet,  that  yoii  might  know  by  its  shak- 
ing if  anything  touched  the  canoe;  in  which  case  you  all  agreed, 
as  one  man^  to  rise  up  and  see  what  waB  the  matter.  After  this  a 
bond  of  friendship  was  formed  between  you  and  Corlaer,  the 
governor  of  N«w  York,  with  which  he  was  so  well  pleased  that  he 
told  you  that  he  would  find  you  a  long  silver  chain,  which  would 
neither  break  nor  rust,  to  bind  you  and  the  English  together  in 
brothership,  that  your  people  and  they  should  be  as  of  one  head, 
and  one  heart,  and  one  blood  forever.  After  tHls  firm  agreement 
was  made,  our  forefathers,  finding  that  it  was  good,  and  forseeing 
many  advantages  that  both  parties  would  reap  from  it,  ordered 
that  if  ever  that  silver  chain  should  become  rusty  in  the  least,  or 
if  it  should  -  slip  or  break,  It  should  be  immediately  brightened  up 
again,  and  fastened  stronger  at  the  ends. 

Broihen :  These  were  the  doings  of  our  wise  forefathers.  But 
it  was  not  so  with  the  French,  who  also  came  acro^  the  great 
water,  and  paddled  their  canoes  up  the  St.  Lawrence  to.Gadaracqui. 
They  joined  your  enemies  the  OUawas,  and  the  other  Indians  liv- 
.ing  about  Montreal,  and  were  .always  on  the  ii^ar-path  against  you, 
doing  all  in  their  power  to  drive  you  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 
But  the  Five  Nations  were  brave.  Their  brothers,  the  English, 
gave  them  guns  and  powder,  instead  of  the  bow  apd  the  arrow ; 
and  the  warriors,  your  forefathers,  after  makiug  the  country  of  the 
Onondagas  and  Senecas  fat  with  their  blood  when  they  came  against 
you  there,  followed  them  like  the  swift  winds  into  Canada,  and 
made  -red  their  own  war-^aths  even  down  to  Montreal  and  the 
.gates  of  Quebec. 

Brothers:  Many  seasons  afterward,  i^rhen  the  old  thirteen  fami- 
lies of  £ngli3h  colonies  had  become  men,  a^d  wished  to.  kindle  fires 
and  hunt  venison  for  themselves,  the  king,  who  then  called  ,  him- 
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flelf  your  father,  would  not  let  them.  But  he  had  been  kind  to 
jou,  and  it  was  natural  that  you  should  take  the  hatchet  which  he 
put  into  jour  hands  to  strike  us  on  the  head.  Yet,  although  the 
blood  of  jour  warriors  h^d  run  like  water  on  t}ie  ground  in  the 
cause  of  jour  pret^&nded  father^  when  he  found  that  he  was  not 
able  to  put  out  the  thirteen  fires,  and  agreed  te  smoke  the  pipe  of 
peaoe  with  us,  he  forgot  his  red  children,  and  would  have  left  them 
without  wiping  awaj  their  tears  and  blood,  or  condoling  with  them 
for  their  dead,  or  leaving  them  so  much  as  &  place  whereon  to 
spread  their  blankets,  or  to  kindle  fires  to  warm  their  old  men, 
their  women,  or  their  little  ones.  Then  it  was  that  jour  Great 
Father  General  Washington,  made  a  new  chain  of  friendship  with 
his  red  children,  at  Fort  Stanwix,  one  end  of  which, was  fastened 
at  the  great  council  house  of  the  thirteen  fires,  and  the  other  in 
the  Seneca  countr j,  because  the  great  fire  at  Onondaga  had .  gone 
out.  Your  new  father,  though  a  great  war  chief,  was  nevertheless 
a  -lover  of  peace.  He  saw  jour  distress,  and  that  jou  too  wanted 
peace.  Nor  did  he  wish  to  crowd  jou  from  jour  seats,  but  left  jou 
broad  hunting  grounds  with  game,  and  fields  to  plant  jour  corn. 
He  took  the  chiefs,  jour  forefathers,  bj  the  hand,  knd  told  them  to 
use  the  tomahawk  no  more,  but  to  burj  it,  and  plant  a  tree  over  it, 
that  it  might  never  be  dag  up  again.  Brothers,  that  new  covenant 
chain  has  been  kept  strong  and  bright  ever  since,  though  about 
thirtj  jears  ago  the  king  of  England  tried  to  break  it.  But  jou 
kept  fast  hold  of  it,  and  when  his  troops  attempted  to  stop  up  all 
the  roads,  the  Senecas  sent  their  brave  warriors  with  ours  across 
the  Niagara,  and  soon  made  them  open  them  again. 

Brothers :  The  honor  jou  have  conferred  upon  me,  bj  making 
me  one  of  jour  chiefs,  has  remiiided  me  of  these  facts  in  jour 
ancient  histor  j,  and  the  old  covei^ants  which  have  so  long  subsisted 
between  jour  ancestors  and  mine.  Holding  fast  that  covenant 
chain  which  was  made  last,  I  hope  we  maj  speak  with  a  free  mind 
to  each  other.  Will  jou  open  jour  ears,  then,  brothers,  and  listen 
to  a  few  words  more  which  I  have  to  saj  f 

Brothers:  Listen!  The  Great -Spirit  has  told  us  in  the  Good 
Book  which  he  has  given  his  children,  that  he  has  made  of  one 
blood  all  nations  of  men.  The  red  men  and  the.  white  are  all  the 
same  flesh.  And  he  loves  his  red  children  as  well  as  he  does  the 
white. .  When  we  are  in  sorrow,  if  we  ask  him,  he  is  alwajs  readj 
to  make  our  hearts  glad.    When  we  are  called  to  weep,  he  ifUl  dir 
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up  our  tears.  The  rod  *men  and  the  white  ought  therefore  to  love 
one  another,  and  do  all  the  good  they  can  to  each  other.  The  fire 
t)f  amity  and  friendship  should  always  blase  upon  the  hearths  of 
their  council  houses,  their  ears  should  ever  be  open  to  the  cries  of 
distress,  and  the  doors  of  their  lodges  to  the  feet  of  the   stranger. 

Brothers:  The   Great   Spirit  gave  the    red  man   a  broad   and 
beautiful  country,  with  deep  forester  to  cover  you  fVom  the  heat  of 
the  sun,  filled  with  game  for  you  to  eat  when  you  were  hungry,  and 
to  clothe  you  in  furs  when   you  were  cold.     He  gave  you  clear 
springs  of  water  to  drink ;  rivers  filled  with  firties^  bright  lakes  for 
you  to  paddle  your  canoes  upon,  and   flowers  to  make  the  air  sweet 
and  your  paths  beautiful.     But  the   Great  Spirit  did  not  mean 
that  you  should  always  be  hunters.     The  first,  man  he  made  was  a 
red  iqan,  and  the  first  command  he  gave  him,  alter  he  had  amned 
by  disobedience,  was  to  cultivate  the  ground,  apd  to  make  hk  con- 
dition better  than  it  would  be   in  a  state  of  nature.    The   birds 
build  their  nests,  and  the  beavers  make  their  dams,  by   instinct. 
But  they  never  do  anything  better  than  they  do  at  first.     They  are 
always  the  same.     To  man,  the  Great  Spirit  has  given  reaeon.     He 
looks  to  him  for  improvement.     And  he  sent  the  white   man  into 
your  country  to  teach  you  how   to  live  in  a  better  way  than  by 
hunting   and  catching  fish.     He  sent  them  to  instruct  you  how  to 
build  fine  houses  in  the  place  of  your  wigwams,  and  td  plant  fields, 
and  cultivate  beautiful  gardens,  and   lay  out  orchards  of  delicious 
fruits ; — to  teach  your  women  to  spin  and  weate  and  sew,  bo  that 
you  might  live  comfortably  and  happily  by  your  own   bright  fires, 
with  everything  delightful  around  you.     Above  all,  the  white  man 
oame  to  give  you  a  better  knowledge  of  the  Great  Spirit,  to  teach 
you  to  read,  that  you  may  know  what  he  says  to  us,  and  to  write, 
so  that  you  can  breathe  your  thoughts  to  each  other  when  separated. 

Brothers :  You  have  seen  from  what  I  have  told  you  about  the 
arrival  of  the  first  big  canoe,  and  the  covenant  chain  that  was 
made,  that  the  red  men  were  not  displeased  when  the  white  men 
first  came  among  them.  I  know  that  the  white  men  were  then  few 
and  feeble,  and  that' you  were  many.  Now  they  have  become  like 
the  leaves  on  the  trees,  that  cannot  be  counted,  and  they  have 
pressed  hard  upon  your  seats.  What  is  the  reason  of  this  great 
change  ?  Brothers,  the  white  n\en  have  grown  rich  and  strong  and 
many,  because  they  obey  the  Great  Spirit  in  tilling  the  grouild. 
The  earth  Is  the  mother  of  the  red  man  and  the  white,  aad  if  we 
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draw  our  susteftiance  from  her  breast,  she  will  bountifully  supply 
us  all  we  can  desire.  Let  u&^ therefore  labor,  that  we  may  Hto  tipon 
her  bounty,  and  when  weary  *' recline  upon  her  bosom." 

Brothen:  There  are  bad  white  men  as  well  as  bad  Indians.  They 
oflen  eome  to  you  with  forked  tongues  to  d^ceire  you,  aad  they  put 
the  £re-water8  to  your  lips  to  stupify,  that  -th^y  may  cheat  ytm. 
But  the  Great  Spirit  is  angry  with  such.  He  did  not  make  the 
hre-waters,  but  gave  you  cool  sweet  springs  to  slake  your  thirst ; 
and  if  you  will  drink  nothing  eise,  and  be  industrious,  and  open 
schools  for  your  ohildren,. although  "your  seai^  are  not  so  broad  as 
they  were  once,  you  may  still  become  happy  and  numerous  like  the 
white  men. 

Brothers :  I  have  told  you  thai  when  ^he  Great  Spirit  made  man, 
he  placed  him  in  a  beautiful  garden,  to  till  and  dress  it;  and  he 
bound  him  to  himself  by  a  golden  chain.  But  the  Spirit  of  Evil 
crep£  into  that  garden  in  the  shape  of  a  serpent,  and  contrived  to 
break  that  chain.  The  Great  Spirit  then^ent  his  own  Son  to  make 
it  over,  and  wash  away  the  rust  that  bad  got  on  it.  But  the  can- 
ker of  that  rust  was  so  deep  that  it  took  his  own  blood  to  make  it 
bright  agiun.  Now  we  must  believe  in  that  Son,  and  do  as  he  has 
told  us  in  the  Good  Book ;  and  then,  when  the  Master  of  Breath 
shall  call  for  us,  he  will  take  us  up  to  the  fair  hunting  grounds 
through  clouds  bright  as  fleefses  of  gold,  upon  a  ladder  as  beautiful 
as  the  rainbow,  where  we  shall  live  with  the  Mannitoes — the  hap- 
py spirits — forever  1 

Brothers :  My  talk  is  done.  J  am  proud  to  be  called  a  Seneca, 
to  be  numbered  among  a  people  who  iMive  raised  such  warriors  and 
orators  as  Old  Smoke  and  Young  King,  the  Farmer's  Brother,  the 
Cotn-Planter,  Sa-go-ye-|fat-ha  and  Captain  iPolIard,  and  a  long 
list  of  other  brave  chiefs  whose  names  I  cannot  remember,  but 
who  Have  long  ago  been  called  away  by  the  Grert  Master  of  Breath. 
Brothers  adieu  I  May  you  always  possess  your  minds  in  peace. 
I  am,  very  truly,.  &c.,  &c. 


To  the  Sachem,  Sahdeqeoyeb, 
and  the  Chiefs,  Gauooo,  and 
IIa-dta-no-do,  and  others. 
New  York,  AprU  15,  1844. 


WILLUM  L.  STONE,  or 
Sa-gO'MnrO'taA 


^That  is,  He  renders  their  name  oonspioHpus,— in  other  wdrds  an  historiaii 
or  bioyra^l^or.  ,.  x     ■  !  ' 

69  '  '    i 


fiM  LIES  OF  SIR  WILLIAM  JOHNSOK,  BABT. 

No.  II. 
A  Memorandtim  far  ^)ist,  9ent  to  Lond&n  for^  tkramg^   Captccin 

Knoo^-'-^SirWiUiamJoktwm, 

.     Febniftry  19ih,  174^-W. 

Two  Tol«meB  qmrto  of  Mathenntiml  SlenMti  of  Natwml 
Philosopky,  oonfinnod  by  exp^iAente— or  lui  introdvotioB  t*  Sir 
Iska«  Newton's  PliiioBopky;  truusktted  inlo  Engltih  by  the  kte  J. 
T.  ]>esagtiliers. 

Also  the  seeond  edittoa  of  Dootor  DeflRgaliora  Coarse  of  Bxpori- 
mental  Philosophy,  adorned  with  78  eopper  platea,  in  Iwo  yolumea 
quarto. 

Chambers  Dictionary,  2  volumes. 

Bakers  Mioroseope  made  easy. 

Ehodderiek  Ratedum. 

The  Gentlemaii's  Magazine,  frmn  IXceember  1746  to\he  present 
time.  >^^ 

The  Family  Magasiiie,  in  two  parts. 

An  Historioa!  Review  of  the  Transactions  of  Snrope  ftom  the 
"•Commencement  of  the  War  with  Spaia. 

The  whole  ppoceedings  in  the  h^nise  of  peers  against  fSht  three 
condemned  lords. 

Amarylis,  k  new  mnsieal  design,  wefi  boend. 

A  good  Frendi  horn,  with  the  ntrtMu 

A  good  common  haitting  horn. 

A  good  loud  trumpet. 
^     A  doien  of  good  black  lead  p^cils, 
*  1  lb.  of  best  red  sealing  wax. 

lib. of  black  sealing  wax. 

2  Beams  of  good  comaifB  writing  papet. 

200  lbs.  of  growd  while  lead. 

100  lbs.  of  good  red  lead.     * 

20  gallons  of  good  linseed  oil. 

A  good  globe  to  hang  in  the  hall  with  fights 

A  prism =— Some  prints  as— 

Titians  Loves  of  the  Gods, 

Le  Bruns  Battles  of  Alexander.  ' 

8ome  numbers  of  Pousin's  Landscapes  by  Knapton. 

4  Seasons  by  Lancred. 

4  Prints  of  a  camp  by  Watteau. 

Borne  iiumhers  of  Houbrakea's  heads. .   .  = 

JThe  piotoies  o£  some  of  the  b«t  runflliig horses  atNew  Hsikei 


^ 
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Na  m. 

Ephraim   WiUiamM, 

Tke  following  sketch  of  this  gallant  officer,  Ib  taken  firom  the  Rev 
Cortlandt  Van  Reiiselaer's  Historical  Discourse  of  the  Bat^ls  ov 
Lak£  G£ORa£. 

Ephraim  Williams  was  descended  from  the  best  Puritan  ancestry. 
He  was  always  enterprisiug.  Haying  .  lost  his  parents  early  in 
Ific,  he  was  brought,  up  by  his  graadfather,  Abraham  Jackson.  In 
his  youth,  he  made  several  voyages  to  Europe,  visiting  England, 
Spain,  and  Holland,  probably  for  commercial  purposes.  In  1744^ 
he  was  made  captain  and  put  in  command  of  Fort  Massi^huitettSi 
in  the  western  part  of  the  province^  in  the  valley  of  the  Hoosio. 
After  the  war,  be  had  an  important  agency  in  settlcing  that  section 
of  country.  At  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  of  1756,  he  waa 
made  colonel,  and  ^mmanded  the  third  Massachusetts  regiment. 
His  aide  was  William  Williams,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  In« 
dependence. 

ColeBel  WiUiaiM,  being  well  versed  in  wariaie,  especially  with 
the  Indians,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  deteshment  sent  out 
againat  Dieskau'a  colomiu  His  great  error  on  that  day  was  in  not 
sending  -out  seouta.  Colonel  WiUiama  waa  early  struck  with  a  ball 
through  the  head,  and  £aU  dead  on  the  apot  Two  of  hia  compan- 
ions immediate]^  concealed  the  body  from  the  aoalping-knife  of  the 
advancing  Indians.  His  body  waa  fonnd  afler  the  battle,  unmuti* 
latcd,  and  it  was  buried  some  ifteen  or  tw^ty  roji  roda  soatheast 
of.  where  he  fell,  at  the  foot  of  "  a  huge  pine  beside  the  military 
road.''  About  twenty  years  ago,  his  nephew,.  Pr.  William  H. 
WilliamB,  of  Kaleigh,  No^  Carolina,  '^  diaent^enredand  carried  off 
the  skull."  The  ancient  pine  has  fidlea,  bat  the,  stump  remaina. 
Two  smaller  treea  have  sprung  ftom  the  parent  stock)  and  atill 
shade  the  place  of  burial.  E.  W.  B.  Canning,  Esq.,  who  super- 
intended the  erection  of  the  monument  on  the  part  of  the  elumni 
of  Williams  college,  and  who  explored  the  ground  carefully,  aajs : 
'*  Directed  by  »n  aged  man,  who  dug  up  the  akull,  I  found  the 
grave,  and  had  it  refilled,  and  a  large  pyramidal  boulder  set  over 
it,  with  the  inscription  £.  W.  175^.'' 

The  rock  off  which  Colonel  Williams  fell  is  now  aonaounted  by 
a  marble  i^onuuent,  £welve  feet  high.  -  The  earth  haa  been  exca- 
vated a  little  around  the  rock,  so  that  the  top  of  the  rock  is  |iow 
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seven  feet  from  the  ground  I'he  monument  was  erected  by  the 
alumni  of  Williams  College,  in  1854,  and  is  an  appropriate,  taste- 
ful and  worthy  memorial.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  good  iron  fence, 
which  visitors  find  the  means  of  cHmbing.  The  writer,  without 
recommending  others  to  follow  his  example,  went  up  to  the  monn. 
ment  for  the  purpose  of  copying  the  inscription ;  and  as  he  now 
gives  'the  inscriptions  verbatim  et  Uteratiniy  this  historical  motive 
cannot  be  so  well  plead  hereuftcr.  The  inscriptions  were  copied 
exactly  according  tq  the  words  hi  the  lines,  and  the  division  of 
syllables,  as  cut  upon  the  marble,  but  they  are  here  given  continu- 
ously, partly  to  save  spac<;,  and  partly  to  avoid  the  exhibition  of 
an  unskillful  performance,  for  the  words  and  syllables  are  arranged 
(at  least  on  two  sides  of  the  monument)  in  not  the  mo^t  tasteful 
style.  Th^s  is  a  matter  of  regret.  I  notice  it  simply  to  put  the 
Lake  George  Committee  of  Monuments  upon  their  guard,' and  to 
induce  them  to  see  that  the  stonecutter  had  a  faxs-simile  of  the 
work  to  be  done.  The  beauty  of  a  monumental  inscription  depends  - 
very  much  on  the  arrangement  of  the  lines  and  of  the  words. 
'  The  following  inscription  is  on  the  eoMt  side  of  l^e  monument, 
towards  the  plank  road : 

To  the  memory  of  Colonel  Ephraim  Williams.  A  nathre  of 
Newton,  Mass.,  who  after  gallantly  defending  the  frontiers  of  his 
native  state,  served  under  General  Johosoii  against  the  French  and 
Indians;  and  nobly  fell  near  this  ^pot  in  the  bloody  conflict  of 
Sept.  8th,  1755,  in  the  42  year  of  his  age. 
On  the  north  side,  towards  the  lake : 

A  lover  of  peace  and  learning,  as  courteous  and  generous  as  he 
was  brave  and  patriotic.  Col.  Williams  sympathized  deeply  with 
the  privations  of  the  frontier  settlers,  and  by  his  will,  made  at 
Albany  on  his'  way  to  the  field  of  battle,  provided  for  the  founding 
among  the^  of  an  institution  of  learning,  which  has  since  been 
chartered  aJs  Williams  eollege. 

Oh  the  ioest  side,  towards  the  old  road : 

Forti  ac  magnanimo  £ph.  Williams,  Collegii  Gulielmi  Conditori ; 
Qui  in  hostibns  patrisB  re'pellendis,  prope  hoc  saxum  cecidit ;  grati 
alumni  posuerunt,  a.  d.  1854. 

On  the  soiuh  side,  towards  the  toll-gate : 

This  monument  is  erected  by  the  alumni  of  Williams  College  : 
the  ground  donated  by  E.  H.  Rosektans,  M.  W.  Perrine,  J.  Hayi« 
land. 
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The  monument  makes  a  boantiful  appearence  from  tne  road,  and 
18  looked. for  and  admired  by  all  travelers.  Tlie  monument  is  more 
accessible  from  the  old  road  than  from  the  new ;  but  the  old  road 
is  not  in  a  very  good  condition,  although  it  can  be  used.' 

Joseph  White  Esq.,!  thus  sums  up  the  traits  of  Colonel  Wil* 
liams  character : — "  For  whatever  is  kn6wn  of  his  opinions,  as  well 
as  of  his  personal  appearance,  habits  and  manners,  we  are  indebted 
to  the  impressions  he  made  upon  his  contemporaries,  as  revealed 
in  the  scanty  notices  of  the  times  and  in  the  few  traditions  that 
yet  linger  amongst  us."  From  these  we  learn  that  his  ''  person 
w^s  large  and  fleshy,''  his  countenance  benignant,  and  his  appear- 
ance Commanding ;  that  he  loved  and  excelled  in  the  rough  games 
of  agility  and  strength  so  common  in  his  day,  and  often  engaged 
in  them  with  his  soldiers  during  the  intervals  of  duty;  that  his 
*^  address  was  easy,  his  manners  simple  and  conciliatory  •/*  that  he 
loved  books,  and  tlie  society  of  literary  men,  "and  often  lamented 
the  want  of  a  liberal  education  f*  that  to  these  endowments  were 
added  the  higher  qualities  of  mind — quick  and  clear  perceptions,  a 
solid  judgment,  a  lofty  courage,  and  an  unwavering  constancy  in 
scenes  of  danger,  and  that  military  genius  which  needed  only  a 
fitting  opportunity  to  place  him  in  the  highest  walks  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  knew  both  hpw  to  command  and  to  conciliate  the 
affeotionB  of  his  men.  **  He  was  greatly  beloved  by  them  while 
living,  and  lamented  when  dead/'  And,  finally,  in  the  language 
of  Colonel  Worthingtoh,  who  knew  him  well,  <'  Humanity  made  a 
most  striking  trait  in  his  character,  and  universal  benevolence  was 
his  ruling  passion/'  He  truly  adds,''  His  memory  will  always  be 
dear." 

No.  IV. 

KiTig  JSendrtk, 

Although  this  great  sachem  has  been  called  a  Mohawk,  yet  his 
family  was  MoJiegan,  lind  he  himself  only  a  Mohcnok  by  adoption. 
According  to  his  own  statemeoit  his  father  lived  in  the  first  years 
of  his  (Hendrik's)    life,  at  Westfield  in  Connecticut.     The  oxaet 

1 «' Joseph  White's  address  before  the  alumni  of  Williams  College,  1855, 
commemorative  of  Ephraim  Williams  abounds  in  historical  incident  and 
eloquent  disoription.  I  am  indebted  to  this  address  for  the  l^ographioal 
Mats  of  Colonel  Williams  in  the  beginning  of  this  sketch,  and  also  for  other 
iteoui  of  information." 
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time  of  his  birih  is  not  known,  though  it  m  believad  to  hare  been 
between  the  years  1680  and  1690.  Eqnallj  difQcnlt  is  it,  to  wcor- 
tain  at  what  time  he  moved  into  the  Mohawk  yalley.  His  usual 
residence  howeyer,  during  the  latter  portion  of  his  life  vaa  in  the 
present  town  of.Minden,  in  Herkimer  county,  .N.  Y.,  amd  near  the 
Upper  or  Canajbharie  castle.  The  site  of  his  house  is  described 
by  Dr.  Dwight,  as  beingii  '*  handsome  elevation,  commanding  a 
CQnaiderable  prospect  of  the  neighboring  country."  Mr.  Sckool- 
crafl,  in  his  Notet  of  ike  Iroquou  thus  speaks  of  him : 

*^  There  was>  time  in  our  settlements  when  there  wsa  a  moral 
force  in  the  name  of  King  Uendrik  and  his  Mohawks,  which  had 
an  electric  effect ;  and  at  the  time  lie  died,  his  loss  was  widely  abd 
deeply  felt  and  lamented  even  in  Great  Britain.  It  ir  said  that  he 
on  two.  occasions  visited  his  British  sovereign.  On  one  of  these 
occasional  doubtless  the  last,  which  is  conjectured  to  have  been 
about  the  year  1740,  his  majesty  presented  him  a  rich  suit  of 
clothes, — a  green  ooftt,  set  off  with  brussels  and  gold  lace,  and- a 
cocked  hat,  such  as  worn  by  the  court  geiitry  of  that  period.  In 
these  he  sat  for  his  portrait,  which  was  executed  by  a  London 
artist.  From  this  portrait,  which  has  no  date,  engravings-  were 
made,  of  a  large  cabisetHuie,  and  colored  in  conformity  with  the 
original.  I  saw  one  of  these  engravings  in  Uie  family  of  a  r^tive 
in  Schenectady,  which  has,  hawever,  been  long  since  destroyed  by 
ire ;  and  recently  I  have  seen  another,  which  had  been,  for  nearly 
a  century,  the  property  of  Jeremiah  Lansing  Esq.  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 
The  prosolopogical  indieia  of  his  countenanee  denote  a  kind  dis 

-  position,  honesty  of  purpose,  and  an  order  of  intellect  much 
above  mediocrity.  Although  his  complexion  was  the  *'  shadowed 
livery  of  the  burning  sun,"  hb  figure  and  countenance  were  sin- 
gularly prepossessing  and  commanding.     The  concurrent  testimony 

'  of  every  traditionist  awards  to  him  great  natural  talents,  judg- 
Bent,  and  sagacity.  As  a  diplomatist  and  orator  he  was  greatly 
distinguished,  and  divided  the  palm  only  with  his  brother  Abra- 
ham, of  pious  memory,  who  was  exclusively  devoted '  to  €ny\\  pur- 
suits." 

Hendrik's  most  famous  speech  was  the  one  delivered  at  the  con- 
gress in  Albany^,  1764.  It  excited  at  the  time  universal  attention, 
both  in  America  and  in  England.     In  reference  to  it,  a  journalist 

k  of  that  day  says  :  *^  For  capacityi  bravery,  vigor  of  mind  and.  im? 
movable  integrity  combined,  he  excelled  all  the  aboriginal  iidMib 
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#  •  

itants  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge."  Hendrik  was  quite  a 
lion  in  his  day,  and  his  spirit  and  martial  powers  were  upon 
every  tongue.  He  was  also  esteemed  the  bravest  of  the  brave 
among  the  Iroquois.''  He  led  many  war  parties  against  the 
Canadian  frontier  in  the  old  French  and  Indian  war;  and  his 
staunch  friendship  for  Sir  William  Johnson,  caused  him  to  use  his 
great  influence  to  keep  the  Six  Nations,  especially  the  Mohawks^ 
faithful  to  their  covenants.  Indeed)  many  times,  had  it  not  been 
for  his  efforts,  the  entire  Confederacy  would  have  probably  broken 
through  all  restraint  and  gone  over  to  the  French.  He  died 
lamented  by  many^  and  by'ne  one  more  than  by  Sir  Wm.  Johnson. 
Judge  Campbell  in  his  Annals  of  Tryon  County  has  preserved 
the  following  anecdoti?  illustrative  of  the  friendship  that  the 
Great  Mohawk  was  capable  of  inspiring  in  the  hearts  of  the  whites 
towards  himself : — "  During  some  of  the  negotiations  with  the 
Indians  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  state,  Hen- 
drik was  present  at  Philadelphia.  His  likeness  was  taken,  and  a 
wax  figure  afterward  made  which  was  a  very  good  imitation.  After 
the  death  of  Hendrik  an  old  friend,  a  white  man,  visited  Philadel- 
phia, and  among  other  things  was  shown  this  wax  figure.  It  occu- 
pied a  niche,'  and  was  not  observed  by  him  until  he  had  approached 
within  a  few  feet.  The  friendship  of  former  days  eame  fresh  over 
his  memory,  and  forgettuig  for  the  moment  Hendrik's  death,  he 
rushed  forward  and  clasped  in  hi^  arms  the  frail  icj  image  of  th^ 
chieftain/' 

The  famous  stoiy  of  fiir  William  Johnson's  dreaming  with  King 
Heudrik  for  the  royal  grant,  or  indeed  for  any  other  peioe  of  land, 
is  a  pure  fiction.    See  chapter  xvi,  vol.  ii. 

No.V. 

Map  of  SaUie  qf  Lake  Oeorgt 

Befiftrenpes  to  map  on  apposite  page. 

First  Engagement, — 1.  The  road.  2.  The  French  and  Indiaaa 
3.  Hendrik  on  horsebad^,  4  Onr  men.  5.  Our  Indians  far 
within  the  ambuscade. 

Seoomd  EngagemmiL^^,  Canadians  and .  French  Indians.  7. 
Dieskav's  regulars  making  die  attack  on  the  centre.  8.  The  road. 
9.  Our  men  in  the  action  posted  in  front  10.  The  trees  &Ued  for 
the  breastworks.    11.  Thr«e  of  the  large  cannon.     12.  Ou^  ^  t|ie 
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oaDDon  posted  "  advantageouslj"  on  the  eminence.  13,  14,  15,  16. 
Illustrating  the  attack  on  the  right ;  particulars  not  known.  17. 
The  guards  on  the  flanks  and  rear.  18.  Woods  and  swamp!  19. 
Low  ground  near  the  lake.  ^0.  Cannon  defending  flanks^and  rear. 
21.  Baggage-wagons.  22,  23,  24.  Military  stores  and  ammuni- 
tion. 25.  Mortars.  26.  Road  to  the  lake.  27.  Bateaux  on  Lake 
George.  28.  Four  Storehouses.  29.  Storehouse.  30.  Iroquois 
Indians.  31.  General  Johnson's.  tenU  32.  Major-Geueral  Ly- 
man's regiment.  33.  Colonel  Harris's  regiment.  34,  Colonel 
Gookoroft's  regiment.  35.  Colonel  Williams's,  now  Colonel  Pom- 
roy's  regiment.  36.  Colonel  Buggles's  regiment.  37.  Colonel 
Titoomb's  regiment.  38.  Colonel  Guttridgc's  regiment.  39. 
Officers. 

The  heading  of  the  map  is  not  quite  aocurate  in  the  number  of 
troops  stated  to  be  engaged  on  both  sides,  and  is  quite  inaccurate 
in  the  number  stated  to  be  killed  on  the  side  of  the  French. 

No.  VI. 
Powder  Horn, 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Ballard  of  Brunswick, 
Me.,  Secretary  of  the  Maine  Historical  Society,  I  am  enabled  to 
give  on  the  opposite  page  a  fac-simile  of  perhaps  the  only  sketch 
of  Fort  Wm.  Henry  in  existence.  The  Sketch  was  carved  on  a 
powder-horn  by  a  Provincial  doing  garrison  duty  at  the  fort 
in  October,  1756.  The  horn  was  presented  to  the  Maine  Histori- 
cal Society  in  January,  1864,  by  the  Hon.  Wm  P.  Haines,  of  Bid- 
deford.  Me.,  who  at  the  time  of  its  presentation,  accompanied  it 
with  an  exceedingly  interesting  paper,  relating  to.its  history.  Mr. 
Haines,  who  deserves  great  credit  for  hia  instrumentality  in  rescu- 
ing this  interesting  relic  from  oblivion,  courteously  sent  me  a  copy 
of  this  paper,  from  which  I  take  a  few  extracts. 

'^  Recently  I  learned  that  Tristram  Goldthwait  Bsq.^  an  esteemed 
eftisen  of  Biddeford  and  once  its  representative,  had  in  his  posses- 
sion  a  powder  horn  which  had  a  history.  At  .  my  .request  he 
brought  it  to  me,  and  now  permits  me  to  deliver  it  to  the  Maine 
Historical  Society  for  safe-keeping  and  inspection  of  the  curious, 
and,  to  wm  his  precise  words,  probably  never  to  be  reclaimed  by 
him.  He  informs  me  that  it^  was  delivered  to  him  as  the  male 
representative  of  th6  original  owner,  and  came  down  in  the 
ftlmily. 
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Upon  inspection  it  will  b^  noticed  that  this  powder  horn  bears 
upon  its  face  on  the  right,  a  well-carved  and  spirited  sketch  of 
Fort  William  Henry  at' the  head  of  Lake  George.  Showing  the 
outlines  of  the  fort  and  its  guns  mounted,  its  barracks,  lofty  flag- 
staff, and  at  the  top  the  English  ensign  unfolded  to  the  breeie,  and 
over  against  it,  on  the  left,  an  island  in  the  lake  [Tea  Island],  and 
between  these,  a  sloop  being  towed  by  a  boat  well-mancd  to  the 
island,  over  the  rough  waters  of  the  lake. 

Beneath  is  the  following  inscription  carved  in  beautiful  letters, 
which  are  in  perfect  preservation. 

«  Michael  B.  Goldthwait's  horn,  1756,  at  Fort  Wm.  Henry,  Octo- 
ber 2,  A.D." 

3|c  4c  ]|c  3|e  4c  4e  :(( 

It  was  precisely  at  this  period,  October  second  1756,  the  date  of 
this  inscription,  midway  between  the  building  of  the  fort  in  the 
autumn  of  1755,  and  its  destruction  in  1757,  that  the  interesting 
relic  before  us  was  fashioned  by  its  owner  into  the  form  in  which 
it  is  now  presented  to  us  !  A  hvunble  soldier,  on  duty  at  the  fort, 
in  his  moments  of  leisure^  Inrns  artist,  and  with  his  rustic  knife, 
gives  us  an  animated  and  truthful  outline  of  the  scene  then  in  his 
eye,  the  winding  shore,  the  waters  of  the  beautiful  lake,  the  island, 
the  headland  surmounted  by  the  fort^  aad  floating  over  all  the 
glorious  flag  of  England,  and  thus  daguerrotypes  for  posterity,  the 
only  picture  in  existence  of  objects  of  s6  viuoh  historical  interest ! 

No.  vn. 

Manuscript  Letter  No.  J. 

This  letter  bears  this  endoirsement  in  the  Baronet's  band. 
"  Alderman  Baker's  letter  about  my  mon^y  in  the  funds/'  and  is 
as  follows : 

"  Sir  William  Johnson  Baronet, 

"  LqtNDOjf  31st  March,  1757. 
Sir. 

'^  I  have  no  letter  from  you  sinee  I  motA  the  original  of  the 
foregoing.  I  have  received  from  Mhr.  S4k$^  Pownall  the  money 
which  he  received  from  the  exchequer  being  clear  of  fees,  &o., 
£4945,  18«.,  6d.  Tou  have  the  pfirtici^lan  annext  which  I  have 
extracted  from  Mr.  Pownall's  letter  to  mn.'  '■  I  have  invested  this 
money  as  near  as  I  well  could  i|^t|il9ll,|ll|:  cent  bank   annuities 
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which  now  stand  in  my  name  and  cost  you  £4943,  2«.,  6df.,  being 
the  purchase  of  £5500,  capital  in  said  fund  of  which  the  particu- 
lars are  aunext.  I  have  been  extremely  hurried  of  late,  otherwise 
you  should  have  had  the  advices  sooner.  Now  I  have  only  to  add 
that  I  am : 

"Sip 

"  Your  most  humble  Serv^t 

"  WM.  BAKER." 

An  account  of  money  received  by  John  Pownall  Esq.  for 
Sir  William  Johnson  granted  by  parliament, £5000:00:0 

Fees  at  the  treasury  for  the  warrant  order 
and  letter, £8:04:6 

Fees  at  the  exchequer,  viz.  pills,  4:07 

Tellers  and  poundage, 148:10 

Auditor, 9K)7        157:04       165:08:6 

£4834:11:6 

Received  at  the  Exchequer  poundage  remitted,  £125:0 

Deduct  fees  at  the  ireasurv  for  that  order^ 1:1        128:19:0 

£4958:10:8 
Paid  for  iSir  Wm.  Johnson's  appointment  to  be  Agent 

for  Indian  affairs 12:12:0 

£4945:18:6 

Received  for  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  and  transferred  for  his  account 
into  the  name  of  Wm.  Baker  £5500  bank  three  per  cent  annui- 
ties, viz : 

£4000  transferred  by  Theodore  Crowley  at    89i  p.c.  £3570. 
1500  Wm.  Colsford  89t  p.c.     1388:15 

Paid  I.  Shipston  broker  »  i  p.c.  on  £5500 6:17:6. 

My  commission  }  p.c.  on     do 27:10. 

£4943:2:6** 
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